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THE  OBJECT  OF  A  CHRISTIAN'S  DESIRE  IX 
RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP. 


SERMON  17. 


Exodus  xxxiii.  18. 


And  he  said,  I  beseech  thee,  shew  me  thy  Glory. 

THESE  are  the  words  of  an  Old  Teftament  Saint;  of 
that  Mofes,  who,  as  a  fervant,  was  faithful  over  all 
the  houfe  of  God.  True  piety  is  the  fame  in  fubllance  in 
all  ages,  and  points  at  one  thing  as  its  centre  and  its  reft, 
the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God.  In  the  preceding 
verfes,  Mofes  had  been  employed  in  earned  prayer  and 
interceffion  for  the  people  of  Ifrael.  He  had  met  with 
fuccefs  and  acceptance  in  thefe  requefts ;  for  it  is  laid,  in 
the  14th  verfe,  "  My  prefence  fliall  go  with  thee,  and  I 
44  will  give  thee  reft."  And  in  the  17th, 4t  And  the  Lord 
i€  faid  unto  Mofes,  1  will  do  this  thing  alfo  that  thou  hall 
44  fpoken ;  for  thou  haft  found  grace  in  my  fight,  and  I 
44  know  thee  by  name."  The  condefcenfion  of  a  gracious 
God,  though  it  fatisfies,  does  not  extinguifh  the  ck-fires 
of  his  faints,  but  rather  makes  them  more  ardent  and  im- 
portunate ;  for  he  immediately  adds,  in  the  words  of  the 
text,  I  beseech  thee,  shew  me  thy  glory.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable, from  what  follows,  that  this  defire  included  more 
than  was  proper  for  the  prefent  ftate ;  yet  fuch  a  difcove- 
ry  as  was  poffible,  or  could  be  ufeful  to  him,  is  gracioufly 
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promifed,  u  And  he  faid,  I  will  make  all  my  goodnefs  pafs 
*k  before  thee  ;  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord 
cc  before  thee ;  and  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be 
"  gracious,  and  will  (hew  mercy  on  whom  I  will  Ihew 
44  mercy.". 

My  dear  brethren,  it  is  our  diftinguifhed  privilege,  that 
we  have  daily  unmolefted  accefs  to  the  houfe  and  ordinan- 
ces of  God.  We  ought  to  rejoice,  that  we  have  fo  many 
clear  and  exprefs  promifes  of  the  divine  prefence,  in  New 
Teftament  worfhip.  But  what  caufe  have  we  to  be  a- 
fhamed,  that  we  are  fo  exceeding  prone  to  flop  fhort  in 
the  therefhold,  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  mere  form,in- 
ftead  ofearneflly  breathing  after  real,  inward,  and  fenfible 
communion  with  God  ?  I  have  therefore  chofen  this  fub- 
je£fc,  in  the  view  of  that  folemn  ordinance,  The  Lord's 
Supper,  where  we  have  a  fenfible  reprefentation  of  Chrift 
crucified,  the  great  mean  of  our  accefs  to  God,  that  we 
may  ferve  him  on  that  occafion  particularly,  and  the  re- 
maining part  of  our  lives  habitually,  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 
And,  Oh,  that  we  may  have  daily  more  experience  of  the 
fweetnefs  and  benefit  of  his  fervice  on  earth !  and  may 
daily  long  more  for  that  time,  when  we  ihall  ferve  him  in 
a  manner  infinitely  more  perfett  and  joyful  in  his  temple 
above ! 

In  difcourfmg  on  this  fubjett,  I  propofe,  in  dependance 
on  divine  firength. 

I.  To  explain  what  is  the  objett  of  a  faint's  defire,  when 
he  fait^i  in  the  words  of  Mofes,  /  beseech  theey  shew  me 
thy  glory. 

II.  To  improve  the  fubjeft — particularly  by  pointing 
out  what  is  the  mod  proper  preparation  for  fuch  a  difco- 
very. 

I.  Then,  I  am  to  explain  what  is  the  objett  of  a  faint V, 
defire,  when  he  faith,  in  the  words  of  Mofes,  I  beseech 
tbeey  shew  me  thy  glory.  It  is  very  probable,  from  the 
paffage  following  the  text,  which  I  have  read,  that  Mofes 
had  fome  regard  to  the  fenfible  appearance,  which,  in  that 
difpenfation,  did  often  accompany  or  notify  the  imme- 
diate prefence  of  the  angel  of  the  covenant.     He  defired, 
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•  prdbably,  to  be  ftrengthened  for  beholding  ftedfaftly  the 
Shechinach,  or  bright  and  luminous  cloud  which  fome- 
times  appeared  over  the  tabernacle,  and,  by  its  glorious 
luftre,  tended  to  affeft  the  mind  with  a  fenfe  of  the  power 
and  fovereignty  of  the  Lord  Jehovah.  But  this,  furely, 
was  not  all ;  for  this,  in  itfelf,  was  only  a  ftibfidiary  mean 
which  ferved  to  carry  their  views  to  the  veal  and  Spiritual 
glory  of  God.  To  the  lad  therefore,  we  lhall  confine  our 
attention,  as  to  what  the  gofpel  particularly  opens  to  us, 
and  what  believers  are  enabled,  by  faith,  to  apprehend. 

When  Chriftians,  then,  defire  to  fee  the  glory  of  God,  it 
feems  chiefly  to  imply  the  following  things  :  i.  They  de- 
fire  to  fee  the  glory  of  an  eternal  independent  God  ;  they 
defire  to  fee  the  only  living  and  true  God  in  his  own  in- 
herent excellence  and  infinite  perfection.  God  is  the 
/burce  and  fum  of  all  excellence ;  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  Pfalmiit,  "  the  perfe&ion  of  beauty."  Every  thing 
noble  or  beautiful  in  the  creature,  is  only  a  faint  ray  from 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Creator's  glory.  Therefore  he  is  the 
proper  objeft  of  the  higheft  elleem,  and  moft  profound  ve- 
neration, of  every  reasonable  creature.  The  vifion  and 
fruition  of  God  conllitute  the  employment  and  happinefs 
of  heaven :  and  even  here,  while  they  are  in  preparation 
for  the  higher  houfe,  the  faints  defire  fuch  a  difcovery  of 
the  d'wine  glory  as  their  condition  will  admit  of,  and  take 
pleafure  in  contemplating  his  nature,  as  revealed  to  them 
both  in  his  word  and  in  his  works.  They  dwell  with 
adoring  wonder,  on  all  his  attributes,  which  are  boundlefs 
and  unfearchable :  the  immenfity  of  his  being,  who  fills 
heaven  and  earth  with  his  prefence,  who  feeth  in  fecret, 
and  from  whom  the  thickeft  darknefs  cannot  cover  us  ; 
his  irrefiflible  power,  u  who  fpake,  and  it  was  done,  who 
4k  commanded,  and  it  flood  fad  ;" — who  called  this  great 
nniverfe  out  of  nothing  into  being,  "  who  doth  in  the  army 
u  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  what- 
91  ever  feems  good  unto  him  :"  his  infinite  holinefs  and 
purity,  u  with  whom  evil  cannot  dwell,  nor  finners  ftand 
41  in  his  prefence  ;  who  looketh  to  the  moon,  and  it  fhineth 
"  not,  to  the  ftars,  and  they  are  not  pure  in  his  fight :" 
his  infinite  wifdom,  "  who  worketh  all  things  according 
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44  to  his  will,  who  bringeth  the  counfcl  of  the  heathen  to 
"  nought,  and  makes  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none 
"  effett  :"  his  boundlefs  goodnefs,  which  fills  the  earth, 
and  flows  in  plenteous  dreams  to  all  the  creatures  of  his 
power. 

But,  perhaps,  fome  are  faying,  what  is  there  extraordi- 
nary or  peculiar  in  all  this  ?  is  it  not  clearly  revealed  in 
the  word  of  God  ?  can  any  Chriftian  be  ignorant  of  it  ? 
If  Moles,  in  that  early  difpenfation,  defired  a  difcovery  of 
the  divine  perfe&ions,  nothing  of  that  kind  is  wanting  to 
us,  who,  fince  the  fulnefs  of  time,  have  fo  complete  a  reve- 
lation in  the  New  Teftament.  But,  my  brethren,  I  mull 
beg  of  you  to  obferve  thefe  two  things : 

i.  That  there  is  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  an  in- 
finite and  endlefs  variety  even  for  the  employment  of  our 
intelle&ual  powers.  Well  might  Zophar,  in  the  book  of 
Job,  fay,  Job  xi.  7,  8,  9,  "  Canft  thou,  by  fearching,  find 
•*  out  God  ?  canft  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfec- 
"  tion  ?  It  is  as  high  as  heaven,  what  canft  thou  do  ? 
"  deeper  than  hell,  what  canft  thou  know  ?  the  meafure 
"  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the 
44  Tea." 

2.  That  the  real  and  proper  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  is  by  inward  and  fpiritual  illumination.  The  holy 
Scriptures  themfelves,  however  clear  a  difcovery  they  con- 
tain of  the  nature  of  God,  are  no  better  than  a  fealed  book 
to  many  even  of  the  greateft  comprehenfion  of  mind.  It 
is  one  thing  to  think,  and  fpeak,  and  reafon  on  the  perfec- 
tions of  God,  as  an  objeft  of  fcience,  and  another  to  glori- 
fy him  as  God,  or  to  have  a  deep  and  awful  impreffion  of 
him  upon  our  hearts.  Real  believers  will  know  this  by 
experience.  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  is  not  to 
inform  them  of  a  truth  which  they  never  heard  before,  but 
to  give  lively  penetrating  views  of  the  meaning  and  im- 
portance of  tbofe  truths  of  which  they  had,  perhaps,  heard 
and  fpoken  times  without  number.  Sometimes  one  word 
fpoken  of  the  Eternal,  the  Almighty,  the  Holy  One,  will 
be  carried  home  upon  the  confeience  and  heart  with  fuch 
irreDftible  force,  as  to  (hew  them  more  of  God  than  ever 
they  had  feen  before,  O  what  a  difference  is  there  betweeu 
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the  way  in  which  we  ufe  the  fame  words  in  prayer  or 
praife,  at  one  time,  and  at  another  !  None  but  downright 
atheifts  will  deny  the  omnifcience  and  omniprefence  of 
God ;  but  how  far  is  this  general  acknowledgment  from 
that  overwhelming  fcnfe  of  his  prefence  which  believers 
have  fometimes  in  his  worfhip  in  public  or  in  fecret. 
What  a  new  fenfe  of  God's  prefence  had  Jacob  at  Bethel, 
when  he  faid,  Gen.  xxviii.  16,  17,  "  Surely  the  Lord  is 
44  in  this  place,  and  1  knew  it  not:  and  be  was  afraid, 
u  and  faid,  how  dreadful  is  this  place  ?  this  is  none  other 
44  but  the  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven  !* 
What  a  Jenfe  of  God's  prefence  had  Hagar,  Gen.  xvi.  13, 
when  "  (he  called  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  fpake  unto 
41  her,  thou,  God  feeft  me ;  for,  flie  faid,  have  I  alfo  here 
41  looked  after  him  that  feeth  me  ?"  or  Job  when  he  cx- 
prefles  himfelf  thus,  Job  xlii.  5,  6,  44  I  have  heard  of  thee 
44  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee* 
44  Wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  dull  and  allies  ?" 

I  (hall  only  further  obferve,  that  it  plainly  appears  that 
this  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  belongs  only  to  his  own 
people.  Wicked  men  are  faid,  in  fcripture,  to  be  fuch 
as  know  not  God.  They  are  alfo  defcribed  a  little  differ. 
ently,  as  not  having  God  in  all  their  thoughts;  not  but 
that  wicked  men  may  have  a  general  or  cuftomary  belief 
in  the  being  and  perfe&ions  of  God,  but  becaufe  they 
have  not  that  intimate  fenfe  of  his  prefence,  that  difcove- 
ry of  the  glory  and  amiablenefs  of  his  perfections,  which 
is  peculiar  to  his  own  children.  Even  the  naturJ  per- 
fections of  God,  his  power  and  wifdom,  canaot  be  beheld 
with  fuch  veneration  by  any,  as  by  thofe  who  are  fenfible 
of  their  obligations  to  ferve  him.  But  above  all,  the  glo- 
ry of  his  infinite  holinefs  and  juftice  can  never  be  feen, 
but  by  thofe  who  defire  to  fubmit  to  it ;  nor  the  glory  of 
his  infinite  mercy,  but  by  thofe  who  fee  themfelves  in- 
debted to  it.     This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

a.  That  the  believer  defires  to  fee  the  glory  of  a  graci- 
ous and  reconciled  God,  not  only  infinitely  glorious  in 
himfelf,  but  infinitely  merciful  to  him.  This  view  ou^ht 
never  to  be  feparated  from  the  former.  Take  away  the 
divine  mercy,  and  the  luftrc  of  his  other  perfections  is  too 
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ftrong  for  u&to  behold.  The  power,  wifdom,  hqlinefs  and 
juftice  of  God,  feparated  from  his  mercy,  fpeak  nothing 
but  unmixed  terror  to  the  guilty.  It  is  very  probable,  that 
there  was  fomething  in  the  defire  of  Mofes,  in  the  text, 
according  to  his  own  view,  ignorapt  and  unadvifed ;  but 
God  granted  his  requeft  only  in  fuch  a  way  as  could  be 
ufeful  to  him.  When  he  fays,  I  beseech  thee  shew  me  thy 
glory,  the  anfwer  is  in  the  following  terms,  UI  will  make  all 
41  my  goodnefs  pafs  before  thee ;  and  I  will  proclaim  the 
44  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee.  And  I  will  be  gracious 
<c  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious,  and  will  ftiew  mercy  on 
"  whom  I  will  (hew  mercy."  And  again,  it  is  faid  in  the 
following  chapter,  6,  7,  verfes,  u  And  the  Lord  pafledby 
44  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  Godi 
44  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering  and  abundant  in 
44  goodnefs  and  truth.  Keeping  mercy  for  thoufands, 
44  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tranfgrsffion,  and  fin :  and  that 
44  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  vifuing  the  iniquity  of 
4t  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the  childrens 
44  children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation.** 

We  may  alfo  fee,  that  in  the  whole  difpenfation  of  di- 
vine grace  to  men,  God  is  rcprefented  as  coming  under  a 
peculiar  relation  to  them  ;  and  they  are  called  not  only  to 
ferve  him  as  God,  but  to  truft  in  him  as  their  God.  Eve- 
ry hearer  muft  be  fenfible,  how  cflential  this  is  to  a  be- 
liever's defire,  of  feeing  the  glory  of  God.  He  cannot 
confider  him  as  God  over-all,  without,  at  the  fame  time, 
remembering,  that  he  is  one  with  whom  he  hath  to  do. 
There  is  alfo  a  neceflity  here  peculiar  to  ourfelves.  The 
holy  angels  confider  him  as  their  Maker  and  their  happi- 
nefs  :  but  the  children  of  Adam  muft  confider,  not  only 
his  goodnefs  to  the  innocent,  but  his  mercy' to  the  guilty. 
This  glory  of  God  fhines  brightly,  and  ihines  only  in  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  God  we  are  told,  "  dwelleth  in  light 
44  which  no  man  can  approach  unto.  No  man  hath  ken 
44  God  at  any  time  ;  but  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
41  he  hath  declared  him."  In  this  wonderful  difpenfation, 
indeed,  all  the  perfections  of  God  are  found  united  ;  but 
above  all,  "  Grace  and  mercy  fhine  and  reign  through 
14  righteoufnefs,  by  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord. 
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Hjpre  I  muft  add,  that  the  believer  not  only  defires  to 
fee  the  glory  of  God's  mercy,  in  general,  as  difplayed  in 
the  gofpel,  in  which  he  may  have  a  (hare,  but  to  take  an  ap- 
propriating view  of  it,  as  what  he  hath  a  clear  right  and 
title  to  call  his  own.  Doubtlefs  the  mercy  of  God  is  pub- 
JUhed,  offering  falvation  to  the  chief  of  finners.  It  is  their 
duty  to  accept  of  it ;  it  is  their  intereft  to  cleave  to  it. 
But  they  are  many  times  deterred  by  what  they  fee  in 
God,  they  are  many  times  difcouraged  by  what  they  feel 
in  themfelves,  and  are  afraid  to  aflert  their  title  to  fo  great 
a  blefling.  But  when,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  are  ena- 
bled to  fee  the  infinite  price  paid  for  their  redemption,  in 
the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  when  they  fee  the  riches  of  divine 
grace,  in  the  crofs  Chrift;  when  they  hear  the  urgent  in- 
vitations to  them  to  believe  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift  ;  when 
they  are  enabled  freely  to  renounce  and  quit  hold  of  every 
other  claim ;  when  their  hearts  are  fweetly  conftrained 
by  the  bonds  of  their  Redeemer's  love ;  they  can  then 
look  upon  God  as  their  reconciled  Father,  through  him 
who  hath  made  peace,  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  and  fay 
unto  him,  My  Lord!  and  my  God !  What  an  endearing 
view  is  this  of  the  divine  glory,  and  what  ineffable  fatis- 
faftion  fprings  from  it,  to  the  foul  ?  What  an  unfpeakable 
confolation  to  thofe  who  have  been  wounded  in  their  fpi- 
rits,  and  grieved  in  their  minds,  when  they  are  enabled 
to  apply  the  encouraging  promifes  of  the  holy  fcriptures  i 
Ifa.  i.  18.  "  Come,  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith 
41  the  Lord ;  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fliall  be 
"  as  white  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
.u  they  (hall  be  as  wool.  Ifa.  xliii.  25.  I,  even  I,  am  he 
44  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions,  for  mine  own  fake ; 
41  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins,  xliv.  22.  I  have  blot- 
44  ted  out  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  tranfgreffions,  and  as  a 
il  cloud  thy  fins.  Return  unto  me,  for  I  have  redeemed 
44  thee." 

3.  The  believer  defires  to  fee  the  glory  of  God,  as  an  all- 
Tufficient  God.  This  is  a  neceflary  view  of  God,  as  the 
fupport  and  happinefs  of  the  creature,  as  well  as  the 
flrength  and  confolation  of  the  finner. 
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My  brethren,  man  was  made  for  living  upon  God ;  for- 
getting this,  he  firft  went  aftray  from  him.  Self-fufficien- 
cy,  and  a  delufive  fenfe  of  independence,  is  infeparable 
from  a  finful  ftate.  Convi&ion  levels  a  blow  at  the  foun- 
dation of  this  miftake.  Serious  confideration  (hews  us 
how  inefficient  we  are  for  our  own  happinefs.  Daily  ex- 
perience difcovers  the  inherent  vanity  of  all  created  com- 
forts  in  themfclves,  and  as  feparated  from  God.  When 
the  penitent  returns  to  God,  he  not  only  returns  from  the 
ifcrvice  of  other  mafters,  to  him,  as  his  rightful  Lord;  but 
forfakes  all  forbidden  joys,  and  cleaves  to  God  as  his  hap* 
pinefs,  and  refts  in  him  as  his  portion.  Does  not  this  ap- 
pear from  the  uniform  language  of  fcripture,  with  regard 
to  both  parts  of  the  covenant  ?  what  belongs  to  God,  and 
what  belongs  to  man.  See  the  tenor  of  an  early  promife 
to  the  father  of  the  faithful,  Gen.  xv.  I.  "  Fear  not 
44  Abram ;  I  am  thy  fhield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  re- 
44  ward."    Multitudes  of  others  are  of  the  fame  import. 

The  power  and  providence  of  God,  in  behalf  of  his  peo- 
ple, are  largely  and  beautifully  defcribed  in  the  ninety-firft 
Halm,  "  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moft 
44  High,  fhall  abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty.  I 
41  will  fay  of  the  Lord,  he  is  my  refuge  and  my  fortrefs ; 
44  my  God,  in  him  will  I  truft.  Surely  he  fhall  deliver 
44  thee  from  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  from  the  noifome 
44  peftilence.  He  (hall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and 
44  under  his  wings  fhalt  thou  truft.  His  truth  fhall  be  thy 
44  fliield  and  buckler,"  &c.  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  "  Wherefore 
44  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  faith 
44  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  will  re- 
44  ceive  you,  and  will  be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  fhall  be 
44  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty."  On 
the  other  hand,  the  invitation,  or  exhortation  to  return,  is 
ordinarily  preffed  from  the  profit  of  the  change,  Ifa.  lv.  1. 
44  Ho,  every  one  that  thirtieth !  come  ye  to  the  waters ; 
44  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea 
44  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money,  and  without 
41  price.,,  And,  to  name  no  more  paffages,  when  God 
came  to  eflablifh  the  faith  of  Abraham  in  his  promife,  he 
fays,  Gen.  xvii.  i,   44 1  am  the  Almighty,"  or  as  it  ought 
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\o  be  trartflated,  "  the  all-fu(ficient  God :  walk  before  me, 
i;  and  be  thou  perfe£t"  Now,  believers  defire  to  fee  the 
glory  of  God,  as  all-fufficient ;  and  all  difcoveries  of  this 
nature  are  attended  with  unfpeakable  complacence  and 
(atisfa&ion.  They  fee  the  glory  of  an  infinite  God  as 
theirs,  and  rejoice  in  the  richnefs  of  their  portion.  Wea- 
ried with  repeated  difappointments,  and  deeply  convinced 
of  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  they  reft  in  him,  as  able  to 
give  them  complete  happinefs ;  happinefs  that  will  never 
change !  happinefs  that  will  never  be  exhaufted :  He  that 
hath  chofen  God  as  his  portion,  hath,  as  our  Saviour  beau- 
tifully exprcfieth  it,  made  "  choice  of  that  good  part,  which 
u  cannot  be  taken  away  from  him." 

My  brethren,  we  are  now  come  to  the  very  fubftance 
of  pra£t\cal  religion.  The  glory  of  an  all-fufficient  God, 
appears  as  more  than  a  balance  to  all  that  pretends  to  rival 
him  in  our  affe&ions  ;  to  all  that  we  are  called  to  give  up 
for  his  fake.  When  the  believer  fees  the  fulnefs  of  God, 
then  his  anxiety,  and  diftreffing  fears,  of  every  kind, 
are  at  an  end.  Does  he  want  provifion  ?  "  The  earth  is 
"  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.  The  young  lions 
"  do  lack  and  fuffer  hunger ;  but  they  that  feek  the  Lord, 
"  (hall  not  want  any  good  thing."  Does  he  want  friends  ? 
God  is  able  to  make  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  wiih  him. 
Does  he  want  any  outward  comfort  ?  God  is  able  to  pro- 
cure it,  or  make  him  happy  without  it.  Not  to  mention 
particulars ;  the  triumph  of  faith,  in  this  view,  is  to  attain 
an  abiolute  and  unconditional  refignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  with  a  firm  perfuafion,  that  he  is  able  to  make  all 
things  work  together  for  our  good,  and  willing  to  beftow 
every  thing  that  is  for  our  real  intereft.  It  is  to  fay  with 
the  prophet,  Hab.  iii.  17,  "  Although  the  fig  tree  (hall 
4C  not  bloffom,  neither  (hall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labor 
"  of  the  olive  (hall  fail,  and  the  fields  (hall  yield  no  meat ; 
"the  flock  (hall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  Jmd  there  (hall 
"  be  no  herd  in  the  (tails :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord ; 
"  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation." 

I  (hall  only  add,  that  the  divine  all-fufficiency  is  to  be 
confidered,  as  regarding  our  fan&ification  as  well  as  com- 
fort.    What  diftrefs  does  not  the  Christian  often  fuffer 
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from  the  treachery  of  his  own  heart,  and  from  the  power 
of  furrounding  temptations  ?  Covered  with  fhame  for  his 
paft  unfteadfaitnefs,  convinced,  by  experience,  of  his  own 
wcaknefs,  he  hath  no  other  refuge  but  in  God.  And  what 
courage  does  he  derive  from  the  fulnefs  of  divine  perfedii- 
on,  the  greatnefs  of  divine  power,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of 
the  divine  promife  ?  "  My  grace  fliall  be  fufficient  for 
ct  thee,  and  my  ftrength  (hall  be  made  perfeft  in  weak- 
"  nefs."  He  then  fays,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxi.  16, 
u  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God :  I  will  make 
41  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only." 

II.   I  proceed  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome 

E radical  improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And,  ift, 
£t  us  admire  the  divine  condefcenfion,  in  admitting  his 
faints  to  adifcovery  of  his  glory.  Solomon  fays,  with  very 
great  propriety,  in  the  language  of  aftonifhment :  "  But 
"  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  ?" 
The  fame  ought  to  be,  nay,  the  fame  certainly  are,  the 
fentiments  of  every  real  believer.  But  let  us  remember 
what  has  been  hinted  at  above,  that  our  accefs  to  God, 
and  our  communion  with  him,  is,  and  only  can  be, 
through  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  in  whom  we 
have  accefs,  by  faith,  unto  God. 

idly,  Let  me  befeech  you  to  try  yourfelves,  whether 
this  ever  hath  been  your  attainment,  and  whether  it  is 
your  fincere  defire  ?  Do  you  know,  in  any  meafure,  what 
it  is  to  fee  the  glory  of  the  true  God  ?  Hath  he  appeared 
before  you  in  terrible  majefty  ?  Have  your  very  fouls 
been  made  to  bow  down  before  him,  and  to  give  him  the 
glory  that  is  juftly  due  to  his  name  ?  Have  you  feen  the 
glory  of  a  reconciled  God  ?  Have  you  chofen  him,  in 
Chrift,  as  your  portion  ?  Have  you  devoted  yourfelves, 
tvithout  referve,  to  his  difpofal  ?  Again,  have  you  feen 
the  glory  of  ah  all-fufficient  God  ?  Surely  I  fpeak  to  ma- 
ny who  have  feen  the  vanity  of  the  creature.  Probably 
you  have  tailed  a  little  of  the  fufferings  of  a  finful  ftate. 
Where  did  you  feek  your  confohtion  ?  where  do  you  find 
your  fupport  ?  Have  you  learned  the  holy  and  happy  art 
of  pouring  out  your  fouls  to  God  ?  Have  you  felt  the 
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fweetnefs  of  it  ?  And  have  you .  faid,  with  the  Plalmift, 
"  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul !  for  the  Lord  hath 
"dealt  bountifully  with  thee?  Is  it  your  earneft  defirp 
to  fee  the  glory  of  God  ?  Can  you  fay  with  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  Ixiii.  i,  2,  <c  O  God !  thou  art  my  God,  early  will 
M  I  feek  thee  :  my  foul  thirtieth  for  thee  ;  my  flefli  longeth 
"  for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirfty  land  where  no  water  is,  to 
Ct  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  fo  as  I  have  fecn  thee  in 
"  the  fan&uary." 

3dly,  I  will  now  proceed  to  exhort  you,  in  the  moft 
earneft  manner,  to  diligence  in  feeking  after  real .  com- 
munion  with  God  in  his  inftituted  worfbip.  How  highly 
are  we  favored  with  light  and  liberty  ?  how  little  are  many 
fenfible  of  their  privileges  ?  I  have  often,  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  put  you  in  mind  of  the  fatal  effects  of  a  heartlefs, 
cuftomary,  formal  worfliip ;  it  is  provoking  to  God,  per- 
nicious to  others,  hardening  to  the  heart,  and  ruining  to 
the  foul.  Were  but  a  fociety  of  thofe  Protectants  abroad, 
who  are  lying  under  perfecution,  to  enjoy  the  feafon  which 
we  now  enjoy,  what  an  edge  would  be  upon  their  fpirits  ? 
what  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  in  their  hearts  ?  what  fire  and 
zeal  in  their  affections  ?  Strange,  indeed,  that  public 
profperity  fhould  be  fo  ftupifying,  and  the  approach  of 
eternity  to  every  individual  fhould  not  be  awakening ; 
while  the  young  and  ftrong  are  hurried  off  the  ftage,  while 
every  day  is  bringing  us  nearer  to  our  laft,  while  every 
ordinance  is  adding  to  our  charge,  that  we  fhould  not  de- 
fire  to  fee  the  glory  of  God  in  his  fan&uary  here,  that  it 
may  be  the  earneft  of  our  future  inheritance,  and  prepare 
us  for  his  immediate  pre  fence  hereafter. 

Suffer  me  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  thofe  that  are  young. 
God  is  my  Vitnefs,  that  their  welfare  is  at  my  heart.  Per- 
haps you  will  think,  what  hath  been  faid  hardly  applicable 
to  you.  The  defire  of  Mofes,  the  man  of  God,  intimate 
communion  and  fellowfhip  with  God,  the  attainment  of 
ripe  and  experienced  Chriftians,  all  this  you  will  fay,  is 
unfuitable  to  me :  nay,  perhaps,  by  a  baftard  humility, 
you  will  fay,  to  expeft  it,  would  be  prefumption  in  me. 
But  you  are  greatly  deceived :  there  are  none  who  have 
more  gracious  invitations  to  come  unto  God  than  young 
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tinners  :  there  are  none  who  have  greater  reafon  to  ex- 
pott  nearnefs  to  God  than  young  faints.  Do  you  net 
read,  that  God  revealed  himfelf  to  Samuel,  the  child,  when 
he  negle&ed  Eli,  the  old  prophet  ?  Befides,  I  would  re- 
commend earneflnefs  and  affettion  to  you ;  not  only  for 
your  greater  profit,  but  to  prevent  your  apoftafy.  A  little 
religion  is  very  hard  to  hold ;  it  is  like  a  lamp  which  is 
hardly  lighted,  which  the  leaft  breath  of  wind  will  extin- 
guifh,  or  a  tree  that  is  but  newly  planted,  which  a  rude 
thruft  will  overturn.  Unlefs  you  make  God  and  his  fer- 
vice,  your  hearty  choice,  you  will  not  carry  it  long  as  your 
burden,  but  will  be  foon  tempted  to  throw  it  down.  Be 
concerned,  therefore,  I  befeech  you,  to  attend  on  his  infti- 
tuted  worftiip,  not  in  a  carelefs  and  formal  manner,  but 
let  the  "  defire  of  your  fouls  be  to  his  name,  and  the  re- 
44  membrance  of  him."     . 

I  (hall  now  conclude  the  fubjedl,  by  offering  to  thofe, 

who  would  fee  the  glory  of  God,  a  few  directions,  as  to  the 

beft  preparation  for  fuch  a  difcovery.     ill,  If  you  would 

fee  the  glory  of  God  in  his  Jandtuary,  be  ferious  in  felf- 

examination,  and  in  the  renunciation  of  all  known  fin. 

Holinefs  is  an  effential  attribute  of  the  divine  nature ;  and, 

therefore,  he  mull  be  worfhipped  in  the  beauty  of  holi. 

nefs.    Thus  the  Pfalmifl  refolved  with  himfelf,  Pfal.  xxvi. 

6.  u  I  will  wafh  mine  hands  in  innocence,  fo  will  I  com- 

"  pafs  thine  altar,  O  Lord !"     It  is  true,  none,  who  have 

any  knowledge  of  the  corruption  of  their  own  hearts,  can 

reafonably  hope  to  be  perfeftly  free  from  fin  in  the  prefent 

life :  yet  a  real  Chriftian  will  have  it,  as  the  objedt  of  his 

daily  itudy,  to  u  cleanfe  himfelf  from  all  filthinefs  of  the 

44  flefh  and  fpirit,  that  he  may  perfect  holinefs  in  the  fear 

u  of  God."     It  was  fin  that  firfl  rendered  us  unfit  for  com- 

munion  with  God ;  and  therefore,  our  recovery  of  this 

happy  privilege  will  be  but  in  proportion  to  our  fan&ifi- 

cation.     To  bring  finful  difpofitions,  indulged,  and  (till 

fuffered  in  the  heart,  to  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  to  ex- 

pe£t  acceptance  in  fuch  a  (late,  is  implied  blafphemy,  and 

the  greatell  diihonor  we  can  poflibly  do  to  him. 

2.  In  order  to  fee  the  glory  of  God,  you  mull  be  cloth- 
ed with  humility.     No  difpofition  more  effentially  neceffa- 
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ry  to  a  Chriftian  at  all  times,  but  more  efpecially,  when 
he  makes  an  immediate  approach  to  God  in  his  worfhip : 
Ifa.  lxvi.  2.  "  For  all  thofe  things  hath  mine  hand  made: 
44  and  all  thofe  things  have  been,  faith  the  Lord :  but  to 
44  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor,  and  of 
44  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word."   And,  in- 
deed,  how  can  we  confider  the  nature  of  that  God  whom 
we  worfhip,  and  our  own  fmful  and  miferable  eftate, 
without  being  ftruck  with  a  fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  deep 
humility  and  felf-abafement  in  our  intercourfe  with  him  ? 
It  is  particularly  to  be  noticed,  that  felf-abafement,  and 
even  felf-abhorrence,  is  the  immediate  effett  of  a  fenfe  of 
the  divine  prefence.    See  to  this  purpofe,  Ifa.  vi.  i, — 5. 
41  In  the  year  that  King  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  alfo  the  Lord 
4i  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train 
41  Sited  the  temple :  above  it  flood  the  feraphims  :  each 
"  one  had  fix  wings  :  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and 
44  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did 
44  fly.     And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid  Holy,  holy, 
44  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his 
M  glory  1  And  the  pofts  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice 
44  of  him  that  cried,  and  the  houfe  was  filled  with  fmoke. 
44  Then  faid  I,  Wo  is  me ;  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I 
41  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midft  of 
41  a  people  of  unclean  lips  ;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the 
44  King,  the  Lord  of  hofts  !'»     See  alfo  Job  xlii.  5,  6.  "  I 
44  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now 
44  mine  eye  feeth  thee  :  wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  re- 
4C  pent  in  dull  and  afhes."     Let  us  endeavor,  therefore, 
to  be  truly  and  inwardly  humble.    Let  us  remember  the 
grace  of  redemption,  what  guilty  criminals  we  were,  be- 
fore  unmerited  mercy  and  fovereign  love  found  out  a  way 
for  our  recovery.     Happy  they,  where  humility  arifes 
from  a  real  exercife  of  foul !  How  difficult,  how  rare  a 
thing,  is  true  humility  ?  How  eafy  is  it  to  ufe  modeft  and 
fubmiflive  expreffions,  compared  to  attaining  a  truly  hum- 
ble and  mortified  ftate  of  mind  ?  May  almighty  God,  by 
his  power,  make  us  humble  ;  and  do  thou,  O  bteffed  Je- 
fus !  "  caft  down  every  high  thought,  and  lofty  imagine 
44  tion,  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  thee." 
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3.  In  fhe  laft  place ;  if  you  defire  to  fee  the  glory  of 
God,  be  fervent  in  preparatory  prayer :  if  there  is  any 
bleffing  that  requires  importunity  and  wreftling  with  God, 
furely  this  high  and  happy  privilege  of  communion  with 
him  in  his  houfe  mud  be  of  that  kind.  And  I  think,  we 
are  warranted  to  fay,  that,  in  the  divine  government,  there 
are  fome  bleflings  that  require  more  importunity  than 
ethers.  See  a  remarkable  paffage,  Mark  ix.  28,  29. 
44  And  when  he  was  come  into  the  houfe,  his  difciples 
44  afked  him  privately,  why  could  not  we  call  him  out  ? 
41  and  he  faid  unto  them,  this  kind  can  come  forth  by  no- 
44  thing,  but  by  prayer  and  falling."  If  fome  devils  were 
foobftinate  in  their  poffeffion,  that  the  fame  degree  of  faith 
and  fervor  which  prevailed  over  others,  could  not  caft 
them  out,  muft  not  the  fame  thing  hold,  from  analogy, 
with  refpedk  to  other  mercies  ?  And  how  juftly  are  indif- 
ferent, luke-warm  worfliippers  denied  that  bleffing  which 
they  fo  lightly  efteem  ?  Let  me  therefore,  earnellly,  be- 
feech  every  ferious  perfon  not  to  reftrain  prayer  before 
God,  but  to  repeat  and  urge  the  plea,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  prefent  with  us ;  that  he  would  pour  down  his 
Spirit  from  on  high,  and  make  us  to  know,  to  our  hap- 
py experience, 4<  that  a  day  in  his  courts  is  better  than  a 
"  ttioufand ;  and  that  it  is  better  to  be  door-keepers  in  the 
41  houfe  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickednefs." 
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THE  GLORY  OF  CHRIST  IN  HIS  HUMILIATION. 

SERMON  18. 


Uaiah  lxiii.  i.  fecond  claufe. 

This  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the 
greatness  of  his  strength  ? 

MY  brethren,  all  the  works  of  God  are  great  and 
marvellous,  worthy  of  the  attention  and  admira- 
tion of  his  rational  creatures.  The  contemplation  of  what 
is  now  revealed  of  him,  is  the  nobleft  employment  of, 
which  we  are  capable  in  this  world :  and  the  more  clear 
and  enlarged  contemplation  of  him  {hall  be  our  employ- 
ment and  happinefs  in  the  world  above.  But  of  all  the 
works  of  God,  there  is  none  in  which  his  perfedtions  are 
fo  fignally  difplayed,  as  in  the  redemption  of  an  ele£fc 
world  through  Jefus  Chrifh  All  other  views  of  his  glory 
are  faint  and  fading  in  comparifon  of  this.  However 
much  we  are  called  to  adore  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
Creation,  or  the  goodnefs  and  bounty  of  Providence,  our 
praifes  are  extremely  defective,  if  we  omit  that  new  fong 
which  he  hath  put  into  our  mouths,  even  praife  to  our  God 
for  his  unfpeakable  gift. 

Redeeming  love,  my  brethren,  is  the  immediate  objcft 
of  our  attention  in  the  holy  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper. 
Here  is  a  fymbolical  reprefentation  of  it,  that  faith  may 
be  ftrengthened  by  the  aid  of  fenfe.  I  hope,  therefore, 
it  will  not  be  improper,  by  way  of  preparation  for  it, 
to  take  a  view  of  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer's  chara&er, 
whofe  fufferings  we  are  now  to  commemorate.     As  fal- 
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vation  is  an  agreeable  found,  fo  the  name  of  a  Saviour 
is  a  delightful  name  to  every  believer.  I  may  therefore 
fafely  prefume  upon  the  attention  of  all  fuch  at  leaft,  while 
I  endeavor  to  fet  him  before  you,  as  he  is  reprefented  in 
the  ftrong  and  forcible  language  of  the  text,  Who  is  this 
that  cometb  from  Edomy  with  dyed  garments  from  Boz- 
tab  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  bis  apparel^  travelling  in  the 
greatness  of  bis  strength  ?  Such  a  theme  will  be  the  moll 
proper  introdu&ion  to  the  work  of  this  day ;  that,  as  we 
are  to  commemorate  Chrift's  fufferings  as  an  extraordinary 
event,  he  is  here  fpoken  of,  and  his  appearance  inquired 
into,  in  words  of  aftonifhment  and  admiration  :  Who  is 
this  that  cometh  from  Edorn,  with  dyed  garments  from 
Bozrah  !  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling 
in  the  greatness  of  bis  strength !  I  (hall  not  fpend  time 
in  affigning  the  reafons  why  interpreters  generally  apply 
thefe  words  to  Chrift,  but  only  obferve,  that,  on  this  fup. 
pofition,  they  contain  a  mixed  reprefentation  of  glory  and 
iuffering,  of  ftrength  and  abafement,  which  is  the  very 
fubftance  and  meaning  of  a  Saviour  on  the  crofs. 

Agreeably  to  this,  the  fmgle  point  I  have  in  view,  in 
the  prefentdifcourfe,  is,  through  Divine  aififtance,  to  point 
out  to  you,  in  what  refpe&s  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer 
was  apparent  even  in  his  fufferings,  and  (hone  through 
even  the  dark  cloud  that  covered  him  in  his  humiliation, 
or  in  the  language  of  the  text,  how  he  might  be  faid,  to 
travel  in  the  greatness  of  bis  strength :  and  then  1  fliali 
make  fome  practical  improvement  of  what  may  be  faid. 

I.  I  am  to  point  out  to  you,  in  what  refpe&s  the  glory 
of  our  Redeemer  was  apparent  even  in  his  fufferings,  and 
{hone  through  even  the  dark  cloud  that  covered  him  in  his 
humiliation.  As  the  love  of  God  to  man,  in  providing 
redemption  for  him,  was  inconceivable,  fothe  mean  which 
he  employed,  in  accompiifliing  this  great  work,  was  equal, 
ly  aftonifliing.  That  his  eternal  and  well-beloved  Son 
fliould  veil  his  divine  glory,  clothe  himfelfwith  human 
flefh,  fubjeft  himfelf  to  a  life  of  pain  and  fuffering,  and 
at  lad  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  upon  a  crofs — 
This,  as  it  was  not  after  the  manner  of  men,  nor  bore 
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upon  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom,  as  it  was  de- 
igned and  doth  tend,  to  abafe  the  pride  of  man,  and  exalt 
^he  grace  of  God ;  fo  it  is  with  difficulty  that  man  can  be 
^bought  to  an  approbation  of  it.  "  The  crofs  of  Chrift 
mi  was  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks 
**  fooliflmefs."  It  is  therefore  proper,  that  when  we  are 
to  commemorate  the  incarnation  and  death  of  our  Re- 
deemer, we  fliould  attend  to  thefe  evidences  of  his  divine 
glory  that  (till  appeared  even  in  his  lowed  abafement.  By 
this  means,  while  we  grieve  for  the  fufferings  that  fin 
brought  upon  him,  we  may  fiili  triumph  in  his  power ;  for 
he  is  glorious  even  in  his  red  apparel,  and  travels  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  ftrength. 

I  muft  here  oUerve  that  I  do  not  mainly  intend,  in 
difcourfiqg  on  this  fubje£t,  to  eftablifh  the  truth  of  onr 
Saviour's  divine  million,  againft  thofe  who  deny  it  on  the 
above  or  any  other  account :  this  would  be  too  cold  and 
abftra&ed  an  argument  for  our  prefent  purpofe.  What 
I  propofe,  is  chiefly  and  direftly  defigned  for  heightening 
the  devotion,  for  quickening  the  love,  and  increafing  the 
faith  and  comfort  of  believers.  However,  at  the  lame 
time,  confidering  the  humiliation  of  Chrift  in  the  light  of 
an  objection  againft  his  divine. commiflion  from  the  fug- 
geftions  of  human  wifdom,  what  (hall  be  faid  may  alfo  be 
confidered  as  an  anfwer  to  this  objection,  and  ferving  to 
remove  the  offence  of  the  crofs. 

I.  Upon  this  fubjefit,  therefore,  obferve  firft,  the  glory 
of  our  Redeemer,  in  his  fuflerings,  appears  from  his  ready 
and  chearful  undertaking  of  the  work  of  our  redemption. 
There  can  be  little  honor  to  any  man  in  fubmittinjr  to 
what  he  cannot  avoid,  or  doing  what  he  dare  not  refufe ; 
but  the  humiliation  of  Chrift  was  perfe&ly  voluntary,  as 
no  conftraint  could  be  put  upon  him.  Therefore  his  ori- 
ginal dignity  and  greatnefs,  is  not  only,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo, 
preferved  unhurt,  but  improved  and  heightened  by  the 
grace  of  infinite  condefcenfion.  This  circumftance  of 
Ghrift's  readinefs  to  undertake  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion, is  often  taken  notice  of  in  fcripture.  Pfal.  xl.  6,  7,  8. 
*c  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire,  mine  ears 
"  haft  thou  opened;  burnt-offering  and  fin- offering  haft 
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44  thou  not  required.  Then  faid  I,  L6 1  come  ;  in  the 
44  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me  :  I  delight  to  do 
"  thy  will,  O  my  God !* — It  is  certain,  that  redemption 
could  not  be  the  work  of  a  creature ;  and  it  is  alfo  proba- 
ble, that  no  created  being  would  have  been  willing  to  eflay 
it.  Nay,  it  is  thought  by  many  to  be  the  import  of  the 
remarkable  paflage  juft  now  cited,  which  is  applied  by  the 
apoftle  Paul  to  our  Saviour,  that  in  the  councils  of  heaven 
it  was  attualiy  propofed  to  thofe  glorious  fpirits  that  fur- 
round  the  throne  of  God,  and  their  ftrength  and  inclini- 
tion  both  were  found  insufficient.  Neither  is  there  any 
thing  improbable  in  the  fuppofition,  that  God  might  difcO- 
ver  to  them  his  purpofe  of  mercy,  upon  a  proper  media- 
tor interpofing,  and  that  none  was  found  willing  to  fub- 
ject  himfelf  to  divine  wrath,  incurred  by  rebellious  man. 
If  fo,  then  it  is  not  only  in  one  fenfe,  but  in  all  fenfes  tru6, 
what  Chrifl  is  reprefented  as  faying  in  the  5th  verfe  of  the 
chapter  where  my  text  lies,  "  And  I  looked,  and  there 
u  was  none  to  help ;  and  I  wondered  that  there  was  none 
"  to  uphold ;  therefore  mine  own  arm  brought  falvation 
"  unto  me,  and  my  fury  it  upheld  me."  This  interpre- 
tation may  be  confirmed  b£  fomething  fimilar  to  it,  re* 
corded,  John,  vi.  5,  6.  "  When  Jefus  then  lift  up  his 
44  eyes,  and  faw  a  great  company  come  unto  him,  he  faith 
"  unto  Phillip,  Whence  fhali  we  buy  bread  that  thefe  may 
44  eat  ?  And  this  he  faid  to  prove  him  ;  for  he  himfelf 
44  knew  what  he  would  do."  There  is  another  paflage 
which  gives  us  nearly  the  fame  idea,  viz.  of  ChrifTs  being 
only  capable  of  taking  the  charge  of  the  redeemed  and 
their  intereft  in  Providence,  Rev,  v.  2,  3,  4,  5.  "  And  I 
u  faw  a  ftrong  angel  proclaiming  with  •:  loud  voice,  Who 
41  is  worthy  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loofe  the  feals  there- 
u  of  ?  And  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth,  neither  under 
44  the  earth,  was  able  to  open  the  book,  neither  to  look 
44  thereon.  And  I  wept  much  becaufe  no  man  was  found 
44  worthy  to  open,  and  to  read  the  book,  neither  to  look 
"  thereon.  And  one  of  the  elders  faith  unto  me,  Weep 
44  not ;  behold  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Juda,  the  root  of 
4t  David,  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book,  and  to  Joofe  the 
44  feven  feals  thereof."     How  glorious  then  was  the  com- 
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paflion  of  our  Redeemer,  who  fo  willingly  and  c  hear  fully 
fubje&ed  himfelf  to  that  abafement  and  fuffering,  to  which 
none  could  conilrain  him  ?  Thus  he  fays  to  himfelf,  Joim 
X.  17, 18,  "Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becaufe  I 
44  lay  down  my  life4  that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man 
44 taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf :  1  have 
"  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again. 
44  This  commandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father.'* 
He  is  not  repre&nted  as  merely  contenting,  becaufe  none 
elfe  could  or  would  perform  the  work,  and  fo  having  it  as 
it  were  devolved  upon  him  by  neceflity ;  not  as  yielding 
with  reluctance,  and  overcome  by  great  earnettnefs  and 
importunity,  but  faying  with  readinefs  and  chearfulnefs, 
44  Lo,  I  come ;  in  the  volume  of  the  book,  it  is  written  of 
41  me.  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God ;  yea  thy  law 
,4  is  within  my  heart." 

There  is  one  circumftance  which  deferves  particular 
notice,  when  we  are  confidering  the  dignity  of  our  Re- 
deemer's undertaking;  that  he  did  well  and  thoroughly 
underftand  the  difficulty  of  it,  and  the  weight  of  that  wrath 
which  he  fubmitted  to  endure.  It  is  not  fuch  an  evidence 
of  greatnefs  of  mind,  when  a  perfon  involves  himfelf  in 
difficulties,  and  expofes  himfelf  to  dangers,  if  he  only 
runs  an  uncertain  rifk  of  meeting  with  them,  or  has  but  a 
confufed  and  indiftinft  appreheufion  of  their  nature ;  but 
it  difcovers  a  peculiar  fortitude  of  fpirit  to  have  a  clear 
view  of  fuflferings,  and  yet  compofedly  and  fteadily  to 
fubmit  to  them  for  a  good  end.  So  true  is  this  maxim, 
that  it  feems  to  be  the  only  thing  that  renders  human  life 
fupportable,  that  all  future  fufferings  are  uncertain  even 
in  the  event,  and,  at  any  rate,  in  their  nature  but  imper- 
fe&ly  known.  Now,  how  does  it  ferve  to  illuftrate  the 
glory  of  our  Redeemer's  undertaking,  that  he  had  a  clear 
and  perfeft  foreknowledge  of  every  event  that  was  to  be- 
fal  him  ?  He  knew  the  number  and  malice  of  the  enemies 
he  had  to  encounter;  and  the  bitternefs  of  that  cup,  the 
dregs  of  which  he  was  to  drink  off:  Yet  Heady  to  his  pur- 
pofe,  and  confeious  of  his  own  power,  he  went  out  to  the 
combat  as  one  allured  of  vi&ory.  As  he  began  fo  he 
carried  on  his  work,  with  the  fame  undaunted  refolution  ^ 
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witnefs  what  he  fays,  Luke  xii.  50.  "  But  I  have  a  bap- 
"  tifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  ftraitened  rill 
"  it  beaccomplifbed !"  All  this,  my  brethren,  is  further 
confirmed,  by  fome  paflages  which  are  recorded  toward 
the  clofe  of  his  lite,  when  he  drew  near  to  the  concluding: 
fceneofhis  fufferings,  Mattxvi.  21.  "From  that  time 
"  forth  began  Jefus  to  fhew  unto  his  difciples,  how  that 
44  he  mud  go  unto  Jerufalem,  and  fuffer  many  things  of 
44  the  elders,  and  chief  priefts,  and  Scribes,  and  be  killed, 
4t  and  be  raifed  again  the  third  day."— — xx.  17,  18,  19. 
44  And  Jefus  going  up  to  Jerufalem,  took  the  twelve  difci- 
41  pl$s  apart  in  the  way,  and  laid  unto  them,  Behold  we 
u  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  and  the  Son  of  man  fhall  be  btitray- 
41  ed  unto  the  chief  priefts,  and  unto  the  icribes,  and  they 
44  fhall  condemn  him  to  death.  And  fhall  deliver  htm  to 
44  the  Gentiles,  to  mock  and  to  fcourge,  and  to  crucify 
44  him :  and  the  third  day  he  (hall  rife  again."  Luke  ix*  51. 
44  And  it  came  to  pafs,  when  the  time  was  come  that  he 
*r  fhould  be  received  up,  heftedfaftly  fet  his  face  to  go  to 
44  Jerufalem."  To  thefe  I  fhall  only  add,  John  xviii.  11. 
4t  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  Peter,  Put  up  thy  fword  into  the 
"  fheath  :  the  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  fhall 
ct  I  not  drink  it  ?"  Thus  did  there  appear  a  glory  even 
in  his  humiliation,  a  majefty  even  in  his  fuflering  ;  and 
thus  did  he  come  forth  and  travel  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
ftrength. 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer,  in  his 
humiliation,  appears  from  the  greatnefs  of  thofe  fufferings 
which  he  endured.  Though,  to  the  eye  of  fenfe,  a  ftate 
of  fuffer ing  is  apt  to  appear  contemptible ;  to  thofe  who 
juflly  view  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  there  will  be  found  far 
greater  evidences  of  his  power.  A  weak  perfon  is  crufh- 
ed  by  a  fmall  weight ;  but  he  who  is  able  to  endure  un- 
common fufferings,  fhows  himfelf  to  be  poffefTed  of  un- 
common ftrength.  Now,  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour 
did,  in  his  life,  in  this  world,  endure  the  greateft  and 
mod  dreadful  fufferings.  His  whole  life  was  one  conti- 
nued track  of  the  heaviefl  fufferings  of  which  human  na- 
ture is  capable.  Ifju  liii.  3.  44  He  is  defpifed  and  rejected 
ik  of  men,  a  man  of  farrows,  end  acquainted  with  grief: 
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"  and  we  hid,  as  it  were,  our  faces  from  him  ;  he  was  de- 
"  /piled,  and  we  efleemed  him  not !"  This,  my  brethren, 
is  a  known  fubjeCt,  yet  it  is  the  fubjeCt  which  we  ought* 
by  faith,  to  dwell  upon  this  day ;  and,  indeed,  the  bene- 
fit and  comfort  of  believers  does  not  depend  on  things 
new  and  engaging  to  the  fancy,  but  on  the  Spirit  of  God 
letting  home  known  truths  with  force  and  efficacy  on  the 
heart.  Let  me  therefore  beg  your  attention  to  two  or 
three  obvious  remarks  on  the  fufferings  ofGhrift.  (z.) 
His  afflictions  began  early,  with  his  firft  entrance  into  the 
world*  No  fooner  did  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  fee  the  light  of 
this  world,  but  prefently  did  affliction  falute  him.  Im- 
mediately after  his  contemptible  birth,  did  Herod,  that 
bloody  tyrant,  feek  to  deftroy  him ;  fo  that  we  may  allude 
to  that  expneffion,  Rev.  xii.  4.  "  —And  the  dragon  flood 
(>  before  the  woman  which  was  ready  to  be  delivered,  to 
"  devour  her  child  as  foon  as  it  was  born." 

(2.)  His  afflictions  were  conftant  and  perpetual,  with- 
out interruption.  It  is  recorded,  not  only  by  Chriftians, 
but  even  by  heathens,  who  had  heard  of  his  life,  that  he 
was  never  obferved  to  laugh,  but  frequently  feen  weeping; 
fo  that  he  well  accompliihed  that  prophefy,  "  A  man  of 
44  forrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief."  It  is  probable, 
from  feveral  paflages  in  the  prophetical  writings,  that  he 
was  of  a  very  tender  and  fenfible  frame ;  and  therefore 
his  afflictions  had  a  great  and  powerful  effeCt  upon  him. 
They  fo  deeply  touched  him,  that  his  body  was  wafted, 
and  his  ftrength  melted  and  decayed,  which  is  the  ufual 
efieCt  of  lading  and  continued  forrow.  Ifa.  Hi.  14.  "  As 
44  many  were  aftonied  at  thee  ;  his  vifage  was  fo  marred 
44  more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  fons  of 
44  men."  Pf.  xxii.  14, 15.  14 1  am  poured  out  like  water, 
"  and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint :  my  heart  is  like  war, 
.u  it  is  melted  in  the  midft  of  my  bowels :  my  ftrength  is 
44  dried  up  like  a  potfherd ;  and  my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my 
44  jaws :  and  thou  haft  brought  me  into  the  duft  of  death," 
So  that  we  may  alio  apply  to  him  what  Job  fays  of  him- 
fel£  Job.  xvu  8.  u  And  thou  haft  filled  me  with  wrinkles, 
"**  which  is  a  witnefs  againft  me :  and  my  leannefs  rifing 
"  up  in  me,  beareth  witnefs  to  my  face." 
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(3.)  His  affii&ions  were  of  the  fevered  kind.  This  I 
might  fhow  you,  at  large,  from  the  hiftory,  by  particular- 
izing them  all :  I  only  mention  four,  poverty,  reproach, 
temptation,  and  fympatliy  with  others.  He  was  fo  poor, 
as  to  depend  upon  the  charity  of  others  for  his  fubftance ; 
and  could  fay,  Luke  ix.  58.  "  Foxes  have  holes,  and  birds 
44  of  the  air  have  nefts,  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where 

44  to  lay  his  head." Reproach  was  thrown  upon  him 

without  meafure,  and  of  the  word  kind.  He  was  called 
a  glutton  and  a  wine-bibber,  a  deceiver,  a  blafphemer,  a 
Samaritan,  and  one  that  had  a  devil.  Now,  my  brethren, 
all  that  know  any  thing  of  human  nature,  know  that  re- 
proach and  contempt  are  perhaps  the  hardeft  to  bear  of 
any  fufferings  to  which  we  are  expofcd ;  and  the  authors 
of  thefe  calumnies  were  fuch  whofe  circumdances  render- 
ed  them  mod  (harp  and  fevere ;  for  they  were  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifces,  or  the  miniders  of  thofe  times,  who  ferved 
in  the  temple,  as  the  whole  hiftory  fhows,  and  his  own 
natural  relations,  as  appears  from  Mark  iii.  21.  John  vii. 
3,  49  5, — Another  remarkable  affliction  our  Lord  endured, 
was  temptation,  and  that  of  the  groffeit  kind,  as  is  plain 
from  Matth.  iv.  3, — 11.  We  are  told,  "  he  was  in  all 
k4  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fin."  What 
was  the  precife  nature  and  influence  of  fuch  temptations 
on  him,  we  cannot  know ;  only  it  deferves  notice  on  this 
particular,  that  whereas  fome  of  the  other  afflictions  he 
endured,  were  fuch  as  his  perfedt  purity  could  not  but 
render  more  tolerable  than  otherwife  they  would  have 
been,  this  on  the  other  hand,  was  fuch,  that  by  how  much 
the  more  pure  and  holy  he  was,  fo  much  the  more  didrefs 
would  he  feel  on  being  affaulted  with  the  vile  temptations 
of  the  devil,  and  having  his  horrid  and  abominable  fug- 
gedions  prefented  to  the  fancy. 1  only  further  menti- 
on his  fufferings,  from  fympathy  with  others.  The  mod 
excellent  and  worthy  of  the  human  kind  are  fuch  as  have 
the  tendered  feelings  of  the  fufferings  of  others.  Now, 
fince  he  was  a  perfect  man,  fince  tendernefs  feems  to 
have  been  his  ruling  character,  and  his  errand  into  the 
world  a  meffage  of  love  flowing  from  infinite  compafiion  as 
its  caule,  we  mud  fuppofe  him  liable  to  the  fevered  fuf- 
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ftrings  of  this  kind.  I  know  the  hard-hearted,  felfiffi 
world,  will  find  it  difficult  to  conceive  this  as  a  fource  of 
fevere  differing,  efpecially  fuch  as  have  no  regard  to  any 
thing  beyond  this  world.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
all;  for  1  am  certain  there  are  fome  whole  fharpeft  pangs 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  fufferings  of  others,  efpecially 
when  of  a  fpiritual  kind.  To  form  fome  conception  of 
this,  let  us  imagine,  what  muft  be  the  anguifh  of  a  pious 
and  afle&ionate  parent,  on  the  death  of  a  wicked  child, 
who  apparently  trod  in  the  path  of  the  deftroyer,  and  of 
whom  he  hath  the  greateft  reafon  to  fear,  that  he  no  fooner 
clofed  his  eyes  on  the  light  of  this  world,  than  he  lifted 
them  up  in  the  torfnents  of  hell.  Now,  as  compaflion 
Was  ftronger  in  none  than  in  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  fo  none 
could  have  fo  clear  a  view  of  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  were 
the  objeQs  of  it;  and  therefore,  no  doubt,  this  was  a  fource 
of  the  deepeft  affli&ion  to  his  foul. 

(4.)  In  the  laft  place,  the  afflictions  of  our  Lord  not  only 
continued  but  increafed,  through  his  life,  till  they,  at  laft, 
iiTued  in  an  extraordinary  conflift  with  the  powers  of 
darknefs,  and  an  immediate  fubje&ion  to  the  wrath  of  a 
fin  avenging  God.  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  though  I 
here  mention  particularly  his  enduring  the  wrath  of  God, 
as  die  laft  and  finifhing  part  of  his  fufferings,  I  do  not 
mean  to  confine  his  fufferings  from  the  hand  of  God  to 
this  feafon.  Without  all  queftion,  every  part  of  his  hu- 
miliation was  fatisfactory  to  the  divine  j  aft  ice,  and  con- 
tributed to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  God.  This  cup  was  put 
to  his  mouth  fo  foon  as  he  affumed  our  nature ;  he  conti- 
nued to  drink  of  it  daily,  and  was  therefore  juftly  filled  a 
man  of  forrows ;  but,  in  the  clofe  of  life,  he  came  to  drink 
bff  the  very  bittereft  dregs  of  it.  The  waves  of  divine 
wrath  went  over  him ;  and  he  waded  ftill  deeper  and 
deeper  in  this  troubled  ocean,  till  he  was  well  nigh  over- 
whelmed. That  Chrift  fuffered  under  the  wrath  of  God 
in  an  eminent  degree,  is  manifeft  both  from  the  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  relation  given  of  the 
event  in  the  New.  Ifa.  liii.  5 — 10.  ci  But  he  was  wounded 
M  for  our  tranfgrefiions,  he  was  bruifecl  for  our  iniquities: 
"  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 


32  The  Glory  of  Christ 

"his  flripes  we  are  healed.  All  we,  like  ftieep,  have 
44  gone  altray ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way, 
"  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  die  iniquity  of  us  all. 
"  He  was  oppreffed,  and  he  was  affli&ed,  yet  he  opened 
41  not  his  mouth :  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter 
"  and  as  a  (beep  before  her  ihearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  open- 
44  eth  not  his  mouth.  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from 
"  judgment :  and  who  {hall  declare  his  generation  ?  for 
44  he  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living :  for  the 
"  tranfgreffion  of  my  people  was  he  ftricken.  And  he 
44  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  rich  in 
"  his  death,  becaufe  he  had  done  no  violence,  neither  was 
"  any  deceit  in  his  mouth.  Yet  it  plcafed  the  Lord  to 
"  bruife  him  :  he  hath  put  him  to  grief:  when  thou  (halt 
44  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  he  fhall  fee  his  feed,  he 
44  fhall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhall 
"  profper  in  his  hand."  See  the  relation  of  his  Offerings 
in  the  garden,  Matth.  xxvi.  38,  39.  Cl  Then  faith  he  un- 
"  to  them,  my  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto 
44  death :  tarry  ye  here,  and  watch  with  me.  And  he 
11  went  a  little  further,  and  fell  on  his  face,  and  prayed, 
44  faying,  O,  my  Father !  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs 
44  from  me !  neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt !" 
Mark  xiv.  33,  34,  35,  36.  "  And  he  taketh  with  him 
44  Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  began  to  be  fore  ama- 
44  zed,  and  to  be  very  heavy,  and  faith  unto  them,  my  foul 
44  is  exceeding  forrowful  unto  death !  tarry  ye  here,  and 
44  watch :  and  he  went  forward  a  little,  and  fell  on  the 
44  ground,  and  prayed,  that  if  it  were  poffible  the  hour 
44  might  pafs  from  him !  And  he  faid,  Abba,  Father,  all 
44  things  are  poffible  unto  thee :  take  away  this  cup  from 
44  me !  neverthelefs,  not  what  I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt !" 
Luke  xxii.  43,  44.  <4  And  there  appeared  an  angel  unto 
44  him  from  heaven,  lengthening  him ;  and,  being  in 
44  an  agony,  he  prayed  more  earneftly !  and  his  fweat 
44  was,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the 
44  ground  !M 

That  the  fame  deep  diftrefs  of  foul  continued  upon  the 
crofs,  is  plain  from  this  lamentable  exclamation,  Matth. 
xxvii.  46.  41  And,  about  the  ninth  hour,  Jefus  cried  with 
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"  a  loud  voice,  faying,  Eli,  Eli,  lamafabachthani !  that 
44  is  to  fay, my  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfakcn  me!" 
In  what  manner,  precifely,  Chrift  fuffered  the  wrath  of 
God  on  this  occafion,  it  would  be  too  bold  for  us  to  de- 
termine ;  whether  it  was  only  God's  withdrawing  from 
his  human  foul  the  comforts  of  his  fenfible  prefence — his 
being  a/faulted  and  diftreffed  with  the  infefnal  fuggeftions 
of  the  devil — his  having  a  lively  picture  prefented  to  his 
imagination  of  the  miferies  of  mankind  here,  and  hereaf- 
ter, on  account  of  fin,  and  fuffering  with  them  by  com* 
paffion  and  fympathy — or,  finally,  God's  pofitively  in- 
fli&ing  upon  him,  for  a  feafon,  the  fame  punifhment  in 
kind,  at  leaft,  if  nc>t  in  degree,  that  fhould  have  befallen 
thofe  for  whom  he  fuffered,  and  which  the  impenitent  dill 
fliall  for  ever  endure.     This  laft  is  by  fome  fuppofed  im- 
poffihJe  and  contradictory,  as  much  of  their  mifery  arifes 
from  an  evil  continence,  from  which  he  was  absolutely 
free  ;  and  from  defpair  of  mercy,  which  none  will  affirm 
that  even  God's  defertion  of  him  at  that  awful  feafon  did 
imply.     It  is  probable,  there  was  a  mixture  of  all  thefe 
particulars  in  his  mingled  cup.     And,  as  to  the  laft,  I  fliall 
only  fay,  that  the  pain  and  anguifh  that  follows  any  re- 
flexion of  a  rational  foul  is  only  connedted  with  it  by  the 
determination  of  God  the  Creator  of  our  fpirits  :  therefore 
it  was  certainly  in  the  power  of  the  Almighty  to  infli£t  a 
fenfe  of  pain  in  any  kind,  or  in  any  degree,  on  the  holy 
created  foul  of  the  man,  Chrift  Jefus.     And  I  fee  no  other 
contrariety  to  the  divine  perfections,  in  inflidting  that  very 
anguifh  on  the  holy  and  innocent  Saviour,  than  in  fubfti- 
tuting  him  in  our  room  at  all,  and  bruifing  him  for  our 
iniquities.     One  thing  is  certain,  that,  in  his  life,  and  at 
his  death,  he  fuffered  what  was  a  full  reparation  of  the  dis- 
honor done  to  God  ;  a  fufficient  vindication  of  the  purity 
of  his  nature  and  the  authority  of  his  broken  law,  and  what 
purchafed  pardon  and  peace,  falsification,  and  eternal 
glory,  to  a  whole  world  of  eleft  finners. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  from  this  view,  did  not  our 
Redeemer  travel  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  ?  Was  it 
a  fmall  ftrength  that  could  go  through  all  this  track  of  fuf- 
fering,  without  finking  in  the  way  ?  Yet  this  did  he  with 

Vol.  II.  E 


34  The  Glory  of  Christ 

unfhaken  conftancy ;  and,  as  his  giving  up  his  life  waq 
the  laft  part  of  it,  fo  he  expired  not,  before  he  could  fay, 
it  is  finished  !  Well,  then,  might  the  anfwer  be  given 
to  the  queftion  in  my  text,  Who  is  this  that  cometb  from 
Edom%  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  this  that  is 
glorious  in  his  apparel^  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  bis 
strength  ?  in  the  words  that  follow,  u  I  that  fpeak  in  righte- 
44  oufnefs,  mighty  to  fave/' 

We  proceed  to  obferve  in  the  third  place,  that  the  glory 
of  our  Redeemer  in  his  fufferings,  appears  from  the  purity 
of  his  carriage,  and  the  perfedtion  of  his  patience  under 
them.  The  former  confideration  fhows  his  natural 
ftrength,  (fo  to  fpeak)  and  this  his  moral  excellence.  Af- 
fliction is  the  touchftone  of  virtue,  tries  its  fincerity,  and 
illuftrates  its  beauty.  Therefore  we  are  told,  Heb.  ii.  10. 
44  That  it  became  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by 
44  whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glory, 
44  to  make  the  captain  of  their  falvation  perfeft  through 
"  fufferings."  Nothing  could  give  a  greater  value  to  the 
facrifice  he  offered  up,  than  the  meeknefs  and  patience 
with  which  he  refigned  that  life  which  was  not  forfeited, 
but  voluntarily  furrendered.  Ifa.  liii.  7.  "  He  was  op- 
44  prefTed  and  he  was  afflidted,  yet  he  opened  not  his 
41  mouth :  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  (laughter,  and  as 
44  a  fheep  before  her  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not 
44  his  mouth."  It  is  worth  while  to  reflect,  on  that  conti- 
nued and  invincible  patience  with  which  he  went  through 
the  feveral  fteps  of  his  fufferings  :  that  reproach  and  ca- 
lumny, that  contempt  and  abufe,  which  he  met  with  from 
thofe  in  whofe  intereft  he  was  fo  deeply  engaged,  did  not 
excite  his  indignation,  but  his  compaffion.  Luke  xix.  41. 
41  And  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city  and 
44  wept  over  it,  faying,  if  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou,  at 
J*  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy 
44  peace !  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes."  When 
his  ignorant  difciples  would  have  defended  him  from  the 
affaults  of  his  enemies,  he  fays,  John  xviifc.  11. — "The 
14  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  (hall  I  not  drink 
44  it  ?"  When  he  entered  upon  the  laft  and  heavieft  part  of 
his  fufferings,  and  began  to  feel  their  anguifh,  he  fays, 
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Johnxii.  27,  "Now  is  my  foul  troubled,  and  what  (hall 
•4  J  fay  ?  Father,  fave  me  from  this  hour !  but  for  this 
"  caufe  came  I  unto  this  hour."  And  in  that  dreadful 
feafon,  when  in  the  midft  of  his  hardeft  conflict,  this  is 
the  form  of  his  prayer,  Matth.  xxvi.  39.  "  O  my  Father.! 
44  if  it  be  poffible  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me :  neverthelefg, 
"  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  And  a  little  after, 
verfe  42.  *•  O  my  Father !  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  away 
"  from  me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done."  Was 
not  this  divine  gtory  fhining  through  the  dark  cloud  that 
encompaffed  him  ?  Was  not  this  the  patience  of  a  God  ? 
And,  in  fpite  of  the  fliame  of  the  crofs  on  which  he  hung, 
did  it  not  conftrain  the  centurion  that  attended  his  cruci- 
fixion to  fay,  "  Certainly  this  waa  a  righteous  man  !  Tru- 
14  ly  this  was  the  Son  of  God  !" 

In  the  Jaft  place,  The  glory  of  a  fuffering  Saviour  ap- 
pears from  the  end  he  had  in  view  in  his  fufferings,  and 
which  he  fa  effeftually  obtained.  This  was  none  other 
than  the  glory  of  the  great  God,  and  the  everlafting  falva- 
tion  of  eledl  finners.  It  was  to  do  the  will  of  his  heavenly 
Father  that  he  came  into  the  world,  and  in  doing  this  he 
delighted.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  life  he  thus  addreffes 
his  Father,  John  xvii.  4,  "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
44  earth ;  I  have  finifhed  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me 
44  to  do."  He  not  only  exhibited  a  fair  and  bright  image 
of  the  divine  glory  in  his  perfonal  chara&er,  while  he 
dwelt  among  us,  fiill  of  grace  and  truth,  but  in  his  work 
as  Mediator,  illuftrated  all  the  perfe&ions  of  God  ;  and  in 
particular,  glorified  his  juftice  and  magnified  his  mercy. 
If  therefore  a  worthy  end  beautifies  and  ennobles  any  dif- 
ficult undertaking,  this  excellent  purpofe  mufl  give  digni- 
ty to  a  crucified  Saviour* 

But  ought  we  not  to  add,  the  end  fo  clofely  connetted 
with  this,  the  falvation  of  perifhing  finners.  Is  not  this 
a  defign,  of  the  beauty  of  which  we  ought  to  be  particu- 
larly fenfible  ?  Had  not  our  compaffionate  Redeemer  ftept 
in  between  11s  and  the  ftroke  of  divine  juftice,  we  had 
for  ever  lain  under  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty.  And, 
Oh,  how  unable  had  we  been  to  bear  that  vengeance  which 
was  fo  heavy  to  him  !    How  glorious  does  he  appear  to 
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the  convinced  finner  in  his  red  apparel !  and  what  reafon 
has  he  to  fay,  u  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to 
M  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength, 
"  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blefling  l" 

I  fhall  now  conclude  this  head  with  obferving,  that  I 
have  all  along  confidered  Chrift  as  God  and  man,  in  one 
perfon,  our  Mediator.  I  am  fenfible,  however,  he  could 
only  fuffer  in  his  human  nature,  and  indeed  became  man 
that  he  might  be  capable  of  fuffering.  But  it  was  the  in- 
conceivable union  of  the  human  nature  with  the  divine, 
from  which  he  derived  his  glory,  which  gave  him  ftrength 
for  fuffering,  and  made  his  fufferings  of  Value  fufficient  for 
the  purchafe  of  our  redemption. 

I  come,  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fomc  pra&ical 
improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

i ft,  We  are,  here,  called  to  admire  and  adore  the  un- 
fearchable  wifdom,  and  unfpeakable  love  of  God.  There 
is  a  boundlefs  depth  in  all  the  works  and  ways  of  God, 
and  particularly  here.  Upon  a  flight  view,  we  may  be 
apt  to  take  offence  at  the  crofs ;  to  hide  our  faces  from 
him ;  to  be  difgufted  at  an  incarnate  God,  the  Lord  of  glo- 
ry, defpifed  and  trampled  on  by  a  proud  Pharifee ;  the 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth  (landing  at  the  judgment- 
feat  of  a  weak  mortal ;  and  the  Author  of  life  giving  up  the 
ghoft.  But,  upon  a  nearer  infpeftion,  muft  we  not  ad- 
mire the  harmony  of  the  divine  attributes,  in  our  redemp- 
tion, upon  this  plan  ?  that  thefe  perfedlions  which  feem 
to  limit  each  other  in  their  exercife,  fhould  be,  in  con- 
junction, more  illuftrioufly  difplayed :  that  God's  infinite 
holinefs,  and  abhorrence  of  fin,  nay,  his  impartial  juftice, 
fhould  be  more  difplayed  in  the  pardon  than  the  condem- 
nation of  the  finner :  that  fo  fignal  a  defeat  fhould  be  given 
to  the  enemy  of  fouls,  even  when  he  feemed  exulting  in 
the  fuccefs  of  his  defigns  :  that  our  Lord,  by  death,  fhould 
deftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil ; 
and,  by  being  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  as  unworthy  of  a 
place  on  it,  he  fhould  draw  all  men  unto  him,  joining  thus 
the  extremities  of  glory  and  bafcnefs,  power  and  humilia- 
tion, and  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength.  This, 
without  doubt,  fhall  afford  fubjeft  for  the  adoring  inquiry 
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of  glorified  faints  to  eternal  ages;  and  we  ought  to  bepiit 
it  here,  faying  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxii.  17,  "  Hit 
44  name  fhall  endure  forever ;  his  name  (hall  be  continued 
"  as  long  as  the  fuo ;  and  men  (hall  be  blefled  in  him ;  all 
*  nations  (hall  call  him  blefled !" 

idly,  Suffer  me  to  improve  the  fubjeft,  by  (hewing  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  all  who  are  not  reconciled  to  God, 
efpecially  thofe,  who,  by  continuing  in  unbelief  and  im- 
penitence, (hall  die  in  that  condition.  There  i?  nothing 
we  can  more  juftly  infer  from  what  hath  been  faid,  than 
the  holinefs  of  God,  and  his  deteftation  of  fin.  Such  is 
the  hardnefs  of  heart  of  many  finners,  and  fuch  their  par- 
tiality to  themfelves,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty to  convince  them  either  of  their  guilt  or  danger. 
But,  if  you  have  any  belief  in  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  if 
you  believe  the  certainty  of  that  tranfa&ion  which  we  are 
this  day  to  commemorate,  with  what  fear  and  trembling 
ought  you  to  refleft  upon  the  juftice  of  God  ?  If  he  punilhed 
fin  fo  feverely  in  the  perfon  of  his  own  Son,  how  (hall  he 
punifti  it  in  the  perfons  of  the  finally  impenitent  ?  If  a 
temporary  fuffering  of  the  wrath  of  God  was  fo  terrible  to 
him,  who  travelled  through  it  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
ftrength,  what  (hall  it  be  to  thofe  who  (hall  lie  under  it  to 
eternity,  without  the  lead  ray  of  hope  or  confolation? 
what  lhall  it  be  to  thofe  who  (hall  have  nothing  to  fupport 
them  in  their  unchangeable  abode,  but  an  accufing  con- 
fcience,  and  defpair  of  mercy  1 

I  cannot  help  obferving,  hear  it,  O  finners,  and  trem- 
ble! that  adefpifed  gofpel  (hall  be  an  aggravation  of  the 
guilt,  and  an  addition  to  the  mifery,  of  all  to  whom  it  was 
offered,  Heb.  ii.  2.  "  For,  if  the  word  fpoken  by  angels 
44  was  ftedfaft,  and  every  tranfgreffion  and  di  (obedience 
44  received  a  juft  recompence  of  reward,  how  (hall  we  ef- 
44  cape  if  we  negleft  fo  great  falvation  ?" — Heb.  x.  28, 29. 
44  He  that  defpiTed  Mofes'  law  died,  without  mercy,  un- 
"  der  two  or  three  witnefs :  of  how  much  forer  punifli- 
44  ment,  fuppofe  ye,  (hall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath 
"  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted 
*4  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  fandtified, 
44  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit 
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44  of  grace  ?"  The  feverity  of  the  punifhment  of  finners 
rejecting  the  gofpel,  fhall  bear  a  juft  proportion  to  the  love 
and  mercy  of  God  manifefted  in  that  difpenfation.  If 
thefc  are  juftly  called  unfpeakably  great,  the  other  mult  be 
inconceivably  dreadful.  Every  drop  of  that  blood,  which 
was  fpilt  in  behalf  of  finners,  fhall  be  as  oil  to  the  flames 
that  confume  the  impenitent,  and  make  them  burn  with 
greater  fiercenefs,  to  all  the  ages  of  eternity.  Remember, 
I  befeech  you,  that  our  Saviour  fhall  continue  in  the  cha- 
racter of  adminidrator  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  till  the 
final  doom  of  finners  be  ordained.  The  fame  perfon, 
whofe  foul  was  made  an  offering  for  fin,  and  who  groaned 
on  Calvary,  fhall,  one  day,  come  in  his  own  and  in  his 
Father's  glory,  attended  with  his  angels,  as  the  miniders 
of  his  juftice ;  then  "  every  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  thofe 
44  alfo  that  pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  fhall 
44  wail  becaufe  of  him."  Then  how  fhall  his  enemies 
ftand  before  him,  when  thofe  who  came  to  apprehend  bim 
fell  to  the  ground,  at  his  word,  even  in  his  humiliation  ? 
Thofe  who  obltinately  refufe  to  be  the  trophies  of  his 
grace,  fhall  then  be  the  monuments  of  his  vengeance.  It 
is  very  remarkable,  that  as  the  nation  of  the  Jews  were  a 
people  uncommonly  favored  of  God,  particularly  by  the 
enjoyment  of  the  perfonai  minidry  of  Chrift,  and  hearing 
the  gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth  ;  fo, 
when  they  had  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  by 
rejecting  him,  the  judgment  that  fell  upon  them  was  the 
moll  fignal,  and  terrible,  and  lading,  that  ever  was  inflict- 
ed on  any  people.  In  this  they  were  an  example  of  the 
fate  of  a  whole  world  of  finners;  and,  indeed,  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  Jerufalem  is  defcribed  in  fuch  terms  as  do  na- 
turally fuggeft  to  us  the  final  judgment  of  the  world,  and 
teach  us  what  to  expedt,  "  when  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  be 
44  revealed  from  heaven,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance 
44  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  got 
4fc  pel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid." 

44  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.*1  Now  the 
Saviour  is  in  the  podure  of  a  humble  fupplicant,  flanding 
at  the  door  of  many  hard  hearts,  and  knocking,  and  afk- 
ing  admiflion.     Now  does  he  earnedly  befeech  you,  by 


in  bis  Humiliation. 


39 


his  mercies,  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  but  then  fhall  he 
put  on  the  frowns  and  terrors  of  a  judge ;  and  how  (hall 
they  be  able  to  lift  up  their  eyes  towards  him,  who  now 
trample  upon  his  love  ?  See  a  reprefentation  of  this  mat- 
ter, Rev.  vi.  14,  15,  16,  17.  "  And  the  heaven  departed 
44  as  a  fcroll  when  it  is  rolled  together ;  and  every  moun- 
4%  tain  and  ifland  were  moved  out  of  their  places  :  and  the 
41  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the  rich  rnerr, 
44  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,  and  every 
44  bondman,  and  every  freeman,  hid  themfelves  in  the 
44  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains ;  and  faid  to 
4<  the  mountains  and  rocks,  fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from 
"  the  face  of  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the 
41  wrath  of  the  Lamb ;  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is 
44  come;  and  who  fhall  be  able  to  (land !"  It  is  remark- 
able, that  the  wrath  here  fpoken  of,  is  called  the  wrath  of 
the  Lamb.  Strange  expreffion  indeed !  but  ftrongly  fig- 
nifying,  that  his  prefent  meeknefs,  and  patience,  and  fuf- 
fering  fhall  inflame  and  exafperate  his  future  vengeance. 
Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  I  would  befeech 
every  finner  in  this  afTembly,  to  confider  the  things  that 
belong  to  his  peace — that  the  fame  ftrength  and  power  of 
our  Redeemer,  that  was  evident  in  his  fuffering  in  our 
flead,  that  is  evident  in  working  out  the  falvation  of  his 
own  people,  fhall  alfo  be  evident  in  the  judgment  of  his 
enemies.  Pfal.  ii.  11,  12.  u  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear, 
4i  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be 
4*  angry,  and  ye  perifh  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is 
"  kindled  but  a  little :  BlefTed  arc  all  they  that  put  their 
"truftinhim." 

In  the  3d  place,  I  would  improve  this  fubjedt,  for  the 
encouragement  of  finners  to  return  to  God  through  Chrift. 
It  was  for  this  very  end,  that  God  laid  help  upon  One  that 
is  mighty,  and  raifed  up  a  chofen  One  out  of  the  people. 
Is  there,  then,  among  you,  an  awakened  finner,  iwho 
trembles  at  the  profpeft  of  Divine  wrath,  upon  whofe 
heart  God,  in  his  mercy,  has  carried  home  a  convi&ion  of 
his  loft  ftate,  and  who  is  crying  out,  What  shall  I  do  to 
be  saved!  Behold,  here,  the  peace- fpeaking  blood  of  the 
Lamb  of  God  !  Behold,  here,  not  only  your  ranfom  paid* 
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and  juftice  fully  fatisfied,  but  a  powerful,  an  Almighty  Sa- 
viour, able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God 
by  him  !  He  has  gone  through  his  work,  in  the  greatnefe 
of  his  (Irength !  He  hath  foiled  your  fpiritual  enemies,  and 
made  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  his 
crofs !  My  brethren  there  is  the  greater  need  earneftly  to 
intreat  your  attention  to  this,  that  a  flothful  defpondency, 
and  diffidence  of  fuccefs,  is  what  keeps  many  finners 
from  a  hearty  return  to  God.  There  is  more  of  this  in 
the  hearts  of  many  than  they  themfelves  are  aware  of:  I 
do  not  mean  defpair  of  mercy  alone,  but  defpair  of  reco- 
very from  a  (late  of  fin,  of  deliverance  from  the  bondage 
of  corruption,  and  attaining  to  the  difpolition  and  charac- 
ter of  God's  children.  Are  there  not  many  of  you,  my 
brethren,  who,  though  you,  in  fome  meafure,  fee  the  .ex- 
cellence and  happinefs  of  a  (late  of  favor  with  God  and 
holy  conformity  to  his  will,  yet  finding  how  flrongly  you 
are  wedded  to  the  world  and  its  finful  enjoyments,  and 
knowing,  by  experience,  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  former  re- 
folutions  taken  in  your  own  ftrength,  you  have  no  hope 
of  fuccefs,  and  fo,  in  a  fullen  obftinacy,  refufe  to  attempt 
what  you  think  you  cannot  accomplish  ?  Do  you  not  fee, 
from  what  hath  been  faid,  both  your  former  error,  and 
what  is  now  the  proper  cure  ?  You  can  do  nothing  of 
yourfelves ;  but  through  Ghrift  (lengthening  you,  you 
may  do  all  things.  He  is  an  Almighty  Saviour :  he  is 
ilronger  than  the  ftrong  man  who  detains  you  in  bondage: 
he  is  able  to  knock  off  the  flrongeft  fetters,  and  let  the 
prifoners  go  free.  Wherefore,  I  befeech  you,  my  dear 
friends,  as  you  value  your  everlafting  interefl,  that  you  do 
not  lit  (till  and  perilli,  but  arife  and  be  doing,  and  the  Lord 
will  be  with  you. 

In  the  4th  place,  the  fame  inflru&ion,  with  little  dif- 
ference, may  be  given  to  the  people  of  God.  As  felf- 
righteoufnefs  and  felf- confidence,  are  the  ruling  charac- 
ters of  the  unregenerate  :  fo  they  are  difeafes  never  en- 
tirely cured  in  this  world,  even  in  the  bed,  and  lamenta- 
bly prevalent  in  many  of  God's  own  children.  As  their 
work  is  to  obtain  a  vi&ory  over  their  corruptions  and  grow 
in  the  exercife  of  every  Chrillian  grace,  they  often  at- 
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tempt  both  thefe,  too  much  in  their  own  ftrength.  As  the 
natural  and  unavoidable  confequence  of  this,  they  meet 
with  frequent  difappointments ;  thefe  make  them  ready  to 
fit  down  in  flothful  carelefthefs,  and  decline  the  druggie 
to  which  they  find  themfelves  unequal,  nay,  too  often  not 
without  fecret  murmurings  and  complaints  againft  God, 
as  a  hard  mailer,  requiring  bricks,  and  giving  no  draw  ; 
inftead  of  concluding,  from  thVir  unfuccefsfulnefs,  that 
they  mull  have  taken  their  meafures  wrong,  they  conclude 
the  attempt  itfelf  to  be  vain,  and  the  work  impratticable. 
But,  my  brethren,  here  is  a  truth,  which  not  only  the 
word  of  God  every  where  teaches,  but  which  almoll  avtry 
part  of  his  Providence  towards  us  is  intended  to  ratify, 
that  in  us  dwelletb  no  good  thing ;  that  we  can  hardly 
have  too  low  an  opinion  of  our  own  worth,  or  our  own 
ftrength ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  that  God  is  able  and 
willing  to  perfect  ftrength  in  our  weaknefs.  He  is  able  to 
uphold  the  weakeft  felf-denied  Chriftian  in  the  midft  of 
the  moll  dangerous  temptations,  though  he  often  fuffcrs  the 
felf-fufficient  to  fall  before  his  enemies.  Wherefore,  my 
dear  friends,  believe  in  the  Almighty  power  of  your  Re- 
deemer ;  and  I  hope  you  will  know  to  your  experience, 
that  "  he  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have 
14  no  might,  he  increafeth  ftrength." 

In  the  5th  place,  fuffer  me  to  improve  this  fubjeft,  for 
the  comfort  and  refrelhment  of  every  difconfolate  and 
mourning  foul.  As  weary  and  heavy  laden  finntrs  are 
the  perfons  to  whom  the  call  of  the  gofpel  is  addrcfled,  fo 
furely  it  alfo  fpeaks  peace  to  weary  and  heavy  laden  faints. 
This  world  was  plainly  defigned  as  a  place  of  trial  and 
difcipline,  and  not  of  complete  reft  to  the  children  of  God. 
It  often  pleafes  him,  in  his  fovereign  and  holy  providence, 
not  only  to  afflift  them  with  outward  trials,  but  to  hide 
his  face  from  them,  and  vifit  them  with  diftrefs  of  foul. 
May  not  all  fuch  fee,  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  they 
are  but  conformed  to  their  Redeemer  ;  that  they  are  but 
treading  in  the  path  which  he  hath  fan&ified :  and  is  it 
not  "  enough  for  the  difciple,  that  he  be  as  his  Matter, 
44  and  for  the  fervant,  that  he  be  as  his  Lord  r"  It  would 
be  a  great  point  gained,  if  we.  could  but  be  convinced,  that 
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affli&ionsarc  what  we  mud  look  for,  and  fo  not  haftily 
and  rafhly  conclude,  that  he  is  "  rebuking  us  iri  his  wrath, 
44  and  chaftening  us  in  his  hot  difpleafure.'*  Is  it  not  com- 
fdrtable,  and  is  it  not  true,  that  Chrifl  hath  taken  away 
the  (ling  of  death,  and  Of  every  fuffering  from  his  people,, 
and  left  nothing  but  that  correction  which  is  healthful  and 
neceflary  ?  Above  all,  ought  you  not  to  look  to  the  power 
of  your  Redeemer,  and  his  almighty  flrength,  as  fufncient 
to  fupportyou  now,  and  at  lad  work  your  complete  delu 
verance  ?  Banifti  every  thought  that  tends  to  reprefent 
your  cafe,  either  as  fingular  to  abate  your  fenfe  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs,  or  as  defperate  to  weaken  your  hands  in 
feeking  relief;  and  make  your  requeft  to  God,  "  with 
44  ftrong  crying  and  tears,  that  he,  as  the  God  of  hope, 
44  would  fill  you  with  all  joy,  and  peace  in  believing,  that 
44  you  may  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory." 
6th.  I  (hall  now  conclude  all,  with  an  earned  invitati- 
on to  all  intending  communicants,  to  come  to  the  table  of 
the  Lord,  and,  by  faith,  to  feed  upon  the  rich  entertain- 
ment that  is  there  provided  for  them.  See  here  the  price 
of  your  redemption ;  the  evidence  and  fecurity  of  your 
pardon ;  the  feal  of  God's  love  to  you  ;  and  the  certain 
pledge  of  every  neceflary  blefling.  4t  It  pleafed  the  Fa- 
14  ther,  that  in  Ghrid  ftiould  all  fulnefs  dwell,  and  of  his 
44  fulnefs  you  may  all  receive,  and  grace  for  grace."  His 
body,  broken,  is  the  bread  of  life,  that  mud  nourifh  your 
fouls  to  their  everlading  date.  His  blood,  fhed,  is  a  never 
failing  Cordial  to  a  broken  fpirit,  and  a  mod  excellent  re- 
frefhment  to  the  foul  that  pants  in  a  parched  wildernefs. 
May  the  Lord  himfelf  meet  with  us  and  blefs  us,  vifit  us 
with  his  gracious  prefence,  and  make  us  joyful  in  his  houfe 
of  prayer.     Amen, 
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SERMON  19. 


Hebrews  iii.  13. 

But  exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called  to  day;  lest 
any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  Sin, 

WE  fee  many  myfterious  things  in  the  frame  of  na- 
ture, and  the  courfe  of  Providence.  But  nothing 
can  be  more  myfterious  and  wonderful  than  what  we  may 
often  fee  in  the  ftate  of  our  own  hearts.  When  there  is 
no  prefent  foliciting  temptation,  and  when  we  confider, 
in  a  cool  and  deliberate  manner,  the  confequences  of  vice 
and  wickednefs,  even  barely  from  the  dictates  of  natural 
confcience,  it  feems  furprizing,  that,  in  any  inftance,  we 
fhould  yield  to  it ;  that  we  fhould  be  induced  to  break  the 
peace  of  our  own  minds,  and  provoke  the  vengeance  of 
an  Almighty  Judge  ;  nay,  to  do  fo  for  a  trifling,  momen- 
tary, and  uncertain  fatisfaftion.  But  if  it  be  unreafona- 
ble  to  offend  God  at  all,  and  to  take  but  a  few  fteps  in  the 
paths  of  fin,  how  much  more  above  meafure  aftonilhing  is 
it,  that  men  fliould  adhere  to  their  former  miftakes,  and 
fhould  not  open  their  eyes  after  repeated  admonitions  of 
their  danger,  and  daily  ex|>erience  of  their  own  folly  ! 

I  believe  every  body  will  be  fenfible,  that  many  finners, 
even  fetting  afide  the  confideration  of  fome  of  the  moft  im- 
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portant  religious  truths,  aft  in  a  manner  fo  dire&ly  oppo- 
site to  their  own  prefent  interefl  as  is  not  to  be  accounted 
for,  without  fuppofing  them  under  an  amazing  degree  of 
blindnefs  and  infatuation.  This  is  to  be  refolved  into  the 
deceitfulncss  qfsin>  a  circumftance  on  this  great  fubjett 
well  worthy  of  our  moll  ferious  attention. 

In  entering  on  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  let  us  refleft  a 
little  on  the  meaning  of  the  expreffion.  Who  is  it  that  is 
deceived  ;  It  is  the  finner  himfelf.  Does  he  need  to  be 
deceived  ?  Is  there  not  in  us  all  a  flrong  enough  direft 
inclination,  to  that  which  is  evil,  ready  to  burft  afunder 
every  reftraining  tie  ?  There  is  fo ;  and  yet  there  is  more 
in  our  danger  than  merely  a  propenfity  to  fin.  There  is 
alfo  a  deceit  and  impofition  which  over-reaches  us,  and  in- 
fnares  us  into  the  commiflion  of  what,  but  for  that  niif- 
take,  we  would  have  avoided  or  abhorred.  There  is  very 
frequent  mention  made  of  this  in  fcripture  ;  many  cau- 
tions again  ft  being  deceived  ;  and  indeed  all  fin  is  repre- 
sented as  error  and  delufton,  in  which  a  deceived  heart 
hath  turned  us  afide. 

Again,  if  the  finner  is  deceived,  who  is  it,  or  what  is 
it  that  deceives  him  ?  Here  we  muft  obferve,  that  when 
we  fpeak  of  fin's  being  deceitful,  it  is  not  fo  much  any 
thing  without  us,  taking  the  advantage  of  our  weaknefs, 
but  it  is  the  effect  and  evidence  of  the  flrength  of  corrupti- 
on within  us,  which  makes  us  fee  things  in  a  wrong  light 
and  draw  unjufi  and  pernicious  confequences  from  them. 
Let  us  always  remember,  that  the  whole  frame  of  nature, 
although  it  be  the  fcene  of  temptation,  and  even  the  fuel 
of  concupifcence,  isfaultlefs  in  itfelf;  nay  it  prefents  us 
every  where  with  leffons  of  piety  and  obedience  to  its  Au- 
thor. The  miflake  here  arifes  wholly  from  ourfelves. 
There  is  a  remarkable  difference  between  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  fin  and  deceit  of  any  other  kind ;  in  worldly  tranfac- 
tions,  the  perfon  deceived  is  never  fuppofed  unfaith- 
ful to  himfelf,  but  is  impofed  on  by  the  fuperior  art  and 
cunning  of  the  deceiver.  But  it  is  otherwise  in  fpiritual 
matters,  where  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  is  but  another  form 
of  fpeech  for  the  corruption  and  treachery  of  our  own 
hearts.     It  is  true,  in  fomc  inftances  of  delufion,  there  is 
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an  activity  of  outward  agents,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  the  devil 

and  wicked  men,  who  ufe  no  little  induftry  to  feduce 

others,  and  lie  in  wait  to  deceive ;  but  this,  if  I  miftake 

not,  does  not  belong  properly  to  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin, 

^vhkhVies  in  the  difpofition  of  our  own  hearts,  and  is  what 

lays  us  open  to  their  fnares. 

I  fhall  only  further  obferve,  by  way  of  introduction, 
that  this  fubje&ls  equally  applicable  to  good  men  and  bad. 
Soth  ought  to  dread,  and  both  ought  to  be  warned  of  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fin ;  it  betrays  good  men  into  diilrefe,  as 
">vell  as  bad  men  into  ruin. 

In  further  difcouriing  on  this  fubjeft,  I  fhall, 

I.  Endeavor  to  open  a  little  the  chief  branches  of  tbt 
deceitfulness  of  sin. 

II.  Confider  the  duty  founded  upon  it,  of  exhorting  one 
another  daily. 

III.  Make  fome  practical  improvement  of  the  fubject 

Firft,  then,  I  fhall  endeavor  to  open  a  little  the  chief 
branches  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin :  And  I  think  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs of  fin  may  be  divided  into  thefe  three  general 
branches.  1.  Its  difguifing  itfelf,  and  wholly  concealing 
its  nature.  2.  Its  forming  excufes  for  itfelf,  and  thereby 
extenuating  its  guilt.  3.  Its  infinuating  itfelf  by  degrees, 
and  leading  men  on  from  the  voluntary  commiflion  of  fome 
fins  to  the  neceffity  of  committing  more. 

ift,  then,  The  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  appears  from  its  dif- 
guifing itfelf,  and  wholly  concealing  its  nature.  Though 
the  great  lines  of  the  law  of  God  are  written  upon  the  con- 
ference \n  fo  ftrong  and  legible  chara&ers,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult wholly  to  efface  them,  yet  it  is  plain  that  men  have 
often  brought  this  about  to  a  furprifing  degree.  The 
Pfalmift  David,  fenfible  how  often  fin  is  concealed  from 
our  own  view,  exclaims,  Pfal.  xix.  12,  u  Who  can  under- 
44  (land  his  errors  !  cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults." 
What  ingenious  reafonings  do  men  often  ufe  with  their 
own  minds  to  prove  the  lawfulnefs  of  what  inclination  ' 
leads  them  to,  either  with  refpect  to  profit  or  pleafure  ? 
When  the  heart  pleads  the  caufe,  the  underflanding  is  a 
very  favorable  judge.     Every  one  may  find  a  great  nuni- 


46  The  Daceitfulness  of  Sin. 

ber  of  examples  of  this  in  his  own  experience,  and  may 
daily  fee  the  unhappy  effetts  of  it  in  others- 

For  the  better  ill ufi rating  of  this  truth,  that  fin  is  oftea 
wholly  concealed,  even  from  the  man  in  whom  it  dwells, 
be  pleafed  to  attend  to  the  following  obfervations : 

(i.)  Sometimes  it  fliows  itfelf  in  the  prevalence  of  loofe 
principles*  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  we  live  in  an  age  in 
which  infidelity  of  the  groffeft  kind,  is  fpreading  its  poifon 
among  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men.  But  why  is  it  fo 
readily  entertained  ?  Becaufe  it  either  fets  men  at  liberty 
from  the  ties  of  confcience  and  a  future  reckoning  al- 
together ;  or  greatly  narrows  the  extent,  and  weakens  the 
obligations  of  the  law  of  God.  How  fweet  and  palatable 
to  the  corrupt  mind  is  every  thing  that  removes  reftraints, 
and  fuffers  the  firmer  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  own  heart, 
and  the  fight  of  his  own  eyes  ?  It  is  not  reafon,  but  incli- 
nation, that  makes  profelytes  to  thefe  deftru&ive  doc- 
trines. The  truth  is,  would  you  reafon  impartially,  you 
would  conclude  that  the  principles  mull  be  falfe  which 
tend  to  fet  men  at  eafe  in  their  crimes.  When  therefore 
the  arguments  in  their  favor  are  fo  eafdy  admitted,  we 
havejuft  ground  to  affirm  that  it  is  owing  to  the  deceitful- 
nefs  of  fin. 

(2.)  If  we  proceed  from  principles  to  pra&ice,  and  from 
generals  to  particulars,  we  (hall  find  how  fin  difguifes  it- 
felf, and  hides  its  deformity  from  our  view.  It  never  ap- 
pears in  its  own  proper  and  genuine  drefs,  nor  loves  to  be 
called  by  its  proper  name.  Thuc  excefs  and  intemperance 
is  called,  and  unhappily  thought  by  many,  a  focial  difpofi- 
tion  and  good  fellowfhip.  Pride  and  unchriftian  refent- 
xnent,  is  called  honor,  fpirit,  and  dignity  of  mind.  Vain 
pomp,  luxury,  and  extravagance,  are  ftyled  talte,  ele- 
gance, and  refinement.  Sordid  avarice  and  love  of  mo- 
ney, calls  itfelf  prudence,  frugality,  and  good  manage- 
ment. Levity,  folly,  and  even  obfcenity,  is  often  called 
innocent  liberty,  chcarfulnefs,  and  good  humor.  So 
great  is  the  deceit,  and  fo  fecure  does  the  fin  lie  under  its 
difguife,  that  a  minifler  may  preach  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
verity  againft  thefe  fcveral  vices,  and  the  guilty  perfons 
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hear  with  patience  or  approbation,  and  never  once  think 
6f  applying  it  to  themfelves. 

This  deceit  difcovers  itfelf  alfo  by  its  counterpart.  How 
common  is  it  to  ftigmatize  and  difparage  true  piety  and 
goodnefs  by  the  mod  opprobrious  titles.  Tendernefs  of 
eonfcience,  is,  by  many,  reproached  under  the  character 
of  precifenefs  and  narrow  nets  of  mind,  Zealagainft  fin, 
and  fidelity  to  the  fouls  of  others,  is  called  fournefs,  mo- 
rofenefs,  and  ill  nature.  There  was  never  yet  a  faithful 
reprover,  from  Lot  in  Sodom  to  the  prefent  day,  but  he 
fuffered  under  the  reproach  and  flander  of  thofe  who  would 
not  be  reclaimed.  I  might  eafily  run  over  many  more 
inftances  in  both  thefc  kinds ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  the 
whole  fttain  of  fafliionable  converfation  is  often  nothing 
elfe  but  an  ilhifion  put  upon  the  mind,  that  it  may  lofe 
its  horror  of  vice  ;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that 
this  is  done  with  fo  much  fuccefs.  In  many  cafes,  young 
perfons  efpecially,  are  infpired  with  a  hatred  and  averfion 
at  true  and  undefiled  religion,  and  that  under  the  moft 
plaufible  pretences.  Many,  my  brethren,  there  are  who 
are  far  from  thinking  it  themfelves,  and  yet  fall  under  the 
denunciation  of  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  v.  20 — 24.  u  Wo  un- 
44  to  them  that  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil ;  that  put 
44  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknefs;  that  put  bitter 
44  for  fweet,  and  fweet  for  bitter.  Wo  unto  them  that  are 
44  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  fight. 
44  Wo  unto  them  that  are  mighty  to  drink  wine,  ami  men 
44  of  ftrength  to  mingle  ftrong  drink :  which  juftify  the 
ft  wicked  for  reward,  and  take  away  the  righteoufnefs  of 
44  the  righteous  from  him.  Therefore,  as  the  fire  devour- 
M  eth  the  ftubble,  and  the  flame  confumeth  the  chaff,  fo 
44  their  root  fliail  be  as  rottennefs,  and  their  bloffom  fliall  go 
44  up  as  duft ;  becaufe  they  have  caft  away  the  law  of  the 
44  Lord  of  Holh,  and  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Holy  One 
"oflfrael." 

(3-)  But  the  higheft  degree  of  this  branch  of  the  deceit- 
folnefs  of  fin,  is,  when  it  not  only  puts  on  a  decent  and 
lawful  appearance,  but  aflumes  the  garb  of  eminent  piety 
and  worth.  There  is  nothing  impoflible  in  this.  As 
Satan  fometimes  transforms  himfclf  into  an  angel  of  light. 
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fo  fome  of  the  greateft  fins  will  take  the  name,  and  arro- 
gate the  honor,  of  the  moil  diftinguiftied  virtues.  I  do. 
not  here  mean  the  cafe  of  grofs  hypocrify  ;  that  is  foreign 
from  the  prefent  fubjeft.  Hypocrites  know  their  own  in* 
fincerity  well  enough,  and  only  put  on  an  appearance  of. 
piety  to  deceive  others.  But  even  when  there  is  no 
known  or  deliberate  hypocrify,  fin  may  infinuate  itfelf  un- 
der the  appearance  of  the  moll  important  duties.  Men 
may  indulge  the  moil  hateful  paffions  with  the  greater  li- 
berty, when  they  think  they  are  doing  what  is  acceptable 
to  God. 

The  crofs  of  our  blefled  Mailer  is  full  fraught  with  in- 
firu&ion  of  every  kind.  It  gives  us,  particularly,  a  linking 
example  of  what  I  have  now  faid.  His  enemies,  who  per- 
fected him  with  unrelenting  malice  through  his  life,  and, 
at  lad  prevailed  to  have  him  hanged  on  a  tree,  did  it,  fome, 
no  doubt,  from  a  pretended,  but  many  of  them  from  a 
mifguided  zeal  for  religion.  He  was  crucified  as  a  de- 
ceiver and  a  blafphemer ;  and  that  in  this  they  were  mif- 
led,  appears  from  the  language  of  his  prayer  for  them  on 
the  crofs,  u  Father,  forgive  them ;  for  they  know  not  what : 
u  they  do."  What  a  conviftion  fhoukl  this  give  us  of . 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  ;  that  the  greateft  fin  that  ever  was 
committed  on  earth,  was  yet  confidered,  by  the  guilty,  as- 
a  duty  ! 

Let  us  alfo  confider  our  Saviour's  remarkable  predic- 
tion on  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  how  often  it  hath  been  ful- 
filled :  John  xvi.  2.  tfc  They  fliall  put  you  out  of  the  fyna- 
"  gogues  !  yea,  the  time  cometh,  that  whofoever  killeth 
"  you,  will  think  that  he  doth  God  fervice."  My  bre- 
tliren,  think  a  little  on  the  many  dreadful  perfections 
which  good  men  have  endured  for  confeience  fake ;  the 
terrible  tortures  they  have  been  espofed  to,  in  which  the 
utmofl  invention  of  the  human  mind  has  been  employed 
to  aggravate  their  diftrefs.  Think,  in  particular,  of  the. 
horrible  tribunal  of  inquifition,  which  is,  to  this  day,  in 
full  authority  in  countries  not  very  diftant ;  and  does  it 
not  infpire  you  with  the  highefl  deteftation  of  the  bloody 
tyrants  ?  But  there  is  another  reflection  not  fo  frequently 
made,  yet  at  leail  equally  proper.  How  great  is  the  deceit- 
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fiilncfs  of  fin  in  the  human  heart,  that  can  make  men  fup- 
pofc  that  fuch  atrocious  crimes  are  acceptable  to  God  ? 
Yet  they  certainly  do  fo.  Neither  would  it  be  poflible 
for  them,  fo  entirely  to  dived  themfelves  of  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity,  if  they  were  not  inflamed  by  the  rage 
of  bigotry  and  falfe  zeal.  Let  not  any  imagine,  that  thefe 
are  dreadful  crimes,  but  which  they  are  not  in  the  lead 
danger  of.  We  ought  to  maintain  the  greateft  watchful- 
nefs  and  jealoufy  over  our  own  fpirits.  It  may  very  eafi- 
Iji  and  does  very  frequently  happen,  that  an  apparent  zeal 
for  religion  is  more  than  half  compofed  of  pride,  malice, 
envy,  or  revenge. 

Nor  is  this  all.  In  the  above  cafes,  by  the  treachery 
of  the  human  heart,  fins  are  changed  into  duties,  and,  in 
many  others,  every  day,  duties  are  changed  into  fins,  by 
the  perverfion  of  the  principle  from  which  they  ought  to 
flow.  Many  a  fober,  temperate  perfon,  oweth  his  regu- 
larity more  to  a  luft  of  gold,  than  to  any  fenfe  of  duty 
and  obedience  to  God.  The  defire  of  praife,  or  the  fear  of 
reproach,  is  many  times  a  reftraint  more  powerful  than 
the  apprehenfion  of  eternal  judgment.  Men  may  put  one 
duty  alfo  in  the  place  of  another,  and  by  that  means  con- 
vert it  into  fin.  Nay,  with  regard  to  all  our  duties,  we 
may  be  tempted  to  place  that  truft  and  dependance  on 
them  which  is  only  due  to  our  Redeemer's  perfect  righte- 
oufnefs ;  and,  inftead  of  a£ts  of  obedience,  make  them 
idols  of  jealoufy  before  God. 

How  great  then  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  which  is  capa- 
ble of  putting  on  fo  many  and  fuch  artful  difguifes,  and 
even  to  counterfeit  true  piety,  which  (lands  in  the  moil 
immediate  and  direft  opposition  to  it !  There  are  more 
ways  than  I  can  polfibly  enumerate,  by  which  men  de- 
ceive themfelves,  and  become  obftinate  and  incorrigible  in 
what  is  evil,  by  miftaking  it  for  what  is  good.  Juftly  does 
the  Apoille,  in  this  paffage,  warn  Chriftians  againft  be- 
ing hardened  ;  for  if  fin  can  hardly  be  restrained,  even  by 
the  moft  con  ft  ant  vigilance,  and  the  mod  Heady  re  fi  (lance, 
what  progrefs  will  it  not  make,  what  (Irength  mull  it  not 
acquire,  when  it  is  approved  and  cherifhed,  nay,  when  it 
Vol.  IL  G 


So  The  Dcccitfolness  of  Shu 

is  profe'cuted  with  all  that  care  and  attention  which  ought 
to  have  been  employed  for  its  utter  dettruttion  ? 

2.  In  the  fecond  place,  The  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  ap- 
pears from  its  forming  excufes  for  itfelf,  and  thereby  ex- 
tenuating  its  guilt.  That  it  is  natural  for  finners  to  form 
excufes  for  them fe Ives,  and  endeavor  to  extenuate  their 
guilt,  daily  experience  is  a  fufficient  proof.  Nay,  it  is 
ufual  to  obferve,  how  able,  and  ingenious,  perfons,  other- 
wife  of  no  great  capacity,  are  in  this  art;  even  children 
difcover  the  greateft  quicknefs  and  facility  in  it,  and  are 
no  fooner  challenged  for  any  thing  that  is  amifs,  than  they 
are  ready  to  produce  an  apology.  The  difpofition,  in* 
deed,  feems  to  be  hereditary,  and  to  have  been  handed 
down  to  us  from  the  firft  parents  of  the  human  race.  On 
their  being  challenged  for  their  difobedience,  each  of  them 
confeffes  the  feft,  but  immediately  adds  an  excufe,  Gen. 
Hi.  ii,  12,  13.  "  Haft  thou  eaten  of  the  tree,  whereof 
41  I  commanded  thee,  that  thou  fhouldeft  not  eat ;  And 
""  the  man  faid,  the  woman  whom  thou  gaveft  to  be  with 
41  me,  flie  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.  And  the 
44  Lord  God  faid  unto  the  woman,  what  is  this  that  thou 
44  haft  done  ?  And  the  woman  faid,  the  ferpent  beguiled 
44  me,  and  I  did  eat."  You  will  eafily  be  fenfible,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  enumerate  the  feveral  excufes,  or  dif- 
tinfl:  alleviating  circumftances,  that  may  be  pleaded  in  fe- 
vor  of  particular  fins,  becaufe  thefe  are  infinitely  various. 
I  intend,  therefore,  only  to  mention  fome  of  the  chief 
confiderations  that  are  offered  by  pretended  reafoners,  or 
which  have  a  fecret  influence  upon  the  mind  of  the  fin- 
ner ;  and  which  leffen  the  impreflion  of  the  evil  of  fin  in 
general. 

(1.)  One  excufe,  which,  however  weak,  has  no  fmall 
influence  in  fetting  men's  minds  at  eafe  in  the  commif- 
fion  of  fin,  is  no  other  than  the  commonnefs  of  it ;  and 
that  there  are  multitudes  of  others  in  the  like  condition. 
It  is  wonderful  to  think  what  boldnefs  finners  often  de- 
rive from  this  circumftance,  and  how  hard  it  is  to  perfuade 
them  of  the  danger  of  what  is  common  and  generally  prac- 
tifed.  Even  good  men  are  often  canied  away  with  pre- 
vailing  and  epidemical  fins.     We  may  take  the  illuftra- 
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don  of  this  from  any  particular  fin.     How  ready  are  men 

to  think,  and  even  to  fpealq  in  the  following  manner  ? 

if  tint  be  a  fin,  I  am  fure  I  am  not  Angular  in  it ;  there 

•ait  many  others  guilty  as  well  as  I,    They  foem  to  look 

upon  the  pra&ice  of  others,  as  a  fort  of  fupport  and  juftifi- 

cation  of  their  own  conduft. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  befeech  you  to  confider  how  dqjuiive 
and  dangerous  thefc  thoughts  are  to  your  immortal  fouls. 
If  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  fcripture  reprefentation, 
the  human  race,  in  general,  is  under  guilt :  and  therefore, 
die  commonnefs,  nay,  the  univerfality  of  any  praftice,  is 
not  fufficient  to  give  it  a  fan&ion,  as  lawful  and  fafe. 
Will  the  law  of  an  unchangeable,  God  be  altered  or  aba- 
ted in  favor  of  his  apoftate  creatures,  becaufe  of  their  num- 
ber ?  Is  there  fuch  a  number  of  offenders,  as  to  be  able  to 
make  head  againft  their  almighty  Creator  ?  Sometimes, 
'  indeed,  the  tranfgreffors  of  human  laws  are  fo  numerous, 
as  to  be  formidable  to  their  very  judges ;  but  no  fuch  thing 
an  take  place  here.  Or  will  it,  in  truth,  be  any  confola- 
tion  to  the  fufiercrs  in  hell,  that  they  have  fociety  in  their 
torment  ?  Were  a  great  number  of  malefactors  to  be  exe- 
cuted together,  would  this  alleviate  the  punithment  to  any 
one  of  them  ?  I  apprehend  it  would  rather  increafe  it, 
fince  they  would,  in  a  good  meafure,  feel  each  others  fuf- 
ferings ;  as  it  certainly  would  add  greater  horror  to  the 
light*  Wherefore,  my  dear  brethren,  I  befeech  every  one 
of  you,  to  confider  the  neceffity  of  reconciliation  and  peace 
with  God,  and  that  it  is  not  lefs  important  and  neceflary 
to  you,  on  account  of  the  multitudes  you  fee  around  you 
fo  fad  afleep  in  fecurity  and  floth. 
.  (a.)  Another  excufe  that  men  often  make  for  their  fins, 
is,  that  they  are  comparatively  fmalL  When  they  fee, 
think,  or  hear  of  the  monftrous  and  atrocious  crimes  of 
others,  they  are  ready  to  blefs  themfelves  in  their  fecurity, 
and  to  reckon  upon  their  lefs  degree  of  guilt,  as  a  fpecies 
of  innocence.  Believe  it,  my  brethren,  I  have  found, 
with  concern,  perfons  in  a  dangerous  ficknefs,  or  the  prof, 
peft  of  death,  taking  comfort  to  themfelves,  and  mention, 
ing,  with  much  fatisfaflion,  that  they  were  not  fo  bad  as 
fome  others ;  that  they  had  never  committed  this  or  the 
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other  -heinous  crime;  that  they  had  never  done  as  this  or 
4he  other  defperate  profligate  had  done,  with  whom  they 
were  acquainted.  To  all  fuch  we  may  juftly  apply  the 
words  of  the  apoflle,  2  Cor.  x.  12.  "  For  we  dare  not  make 
"  ourfelves  of  the  number,  or  compare  ourfelves  with  fome 
"  that  commend  themfelves :  but  they,  meafuring  them- 
".felves  by  themfelves,  and  comparing  themfelves  amongft 
"  themfelves,  are  not  wife." 

.  There  is  a  wonderful  propenfity  in  the  proud  fpirit  of 
man,  to  gratify  itfelf  by  companion  with  others.  Com- 
panion, indeed,  is  the  very  fuel  of  pride ;  for  of  what  are 
we  proud,  but  of  fomething  in  which  it  is  fuppofed  we  ex- 
eel.  Is  there  any  thing  more  common  in  converfation, 
when  any  inftance  of  the  fin  or  folly  of  others  is  narrated, 
than  for  the  bearers,  every  one,  to  take  the  benefit  of  it 
to  himfelf,  and  to  fay,  I  am  fure  I  fhould  never  have  done 
fo  and  fo,  had  I  been  in  his  cafe.  Scarce  any  man  finds 
fault  with  another  for  his  conduit  in  his  ftation,  without 
blazoning  and  difplaying  his  own  real  or  imagined  excel- 
lence. I  do  not  fay,  that  good  men  are  wholly  free  from 
this  fault ;  yet,  as  the  principles  of  fin  and  grace  are  di- 
rectly oppofite,  in  general,  the  fame  views  that  make  a 

bad  man  proud,  tend  to  make  a  good  man  humble 

The  grofs  fins  of  others,  which  incline  carelefs  perfons  to 
glory,  that  they  are  free  from  the  charge,  often  tend  to 
difcover  to  the  Ghriftian  the  finfulnefs  of  his  nature, 
which  is  capable  of  fuch  impiety.  They  fill  him  with 
humble  adoration,  and  tbankfulnefs  to  that  gracious  God, 
who  only  maketh  him  to  differ.  He  knows,  that  had  he 
been  left  to  himfelf,  he  might  have  exceeded  the  moll 
abandoned  profligate  within  the  compafs  of  his  knowledge. 
Let  me  therefore,  my^brethren,  caution  you  and  myfelf 
againft  all  excufee  drawn  from  comparifon  in  any  form. 
For,  not  to  mention  how  ready  we  are  to  miflake  and  be 
partial  to  ourfelves  in  making  the  comparifon :  not  to 
mention  that,  though  we  were  ever  fo  impartial,  as  the 
hearts  of  others  are  not  open  to  us,  nor  the  motives  of 
their  condudl,  we  cannot  make  it  with  certainty :  I  only 
infift,  that  all  comparifons,  whether  they  be  juft  or  unjuft, 
are  unfpeakably  pernicious.     It  is  not  your  being  better 
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orworfethan  otters,  that  will  juftify  you  before  God,  or 
be  the  matter  of  inquiry  at  the  laft  day.  You  will  not 
(hen  beafked,  whether  you  were  as  profane  a  blafphemer 
ft*  fuch  a  perfon  ?  as  great  a  liar  as  another  ?  as  great  a 
drunkard  as  another  ?  as  great  a  whoremonger  as  another  ! 
No.  You  muft  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  farc&ua- 
ry,  and  all  that  are  there  found  wanting,  ftiall  be  caft  in- 
to the  lake  of  fire.  You  may  leave  it  to  a  wife  and  righte- 
ous God  to  proportion  the  feverity  of  his  judgment  to  the 
atrocioufnefs  of  die  finner's  guilt.  "  But  except  a  man 
44  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."  A 
man  may  be  drowned  in  five  fathom  water,  as  well  as  in 
five  thoufand ;  and,  therefore,  let  none  fooliftily  flatter 
themfelves  with  the  hope  of  fecurity,  even  though  they 
really  fee  many  (to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  fcripture) 
44  tenfold  more  the  children  of  hell  than  themfelves." 

(3.)  Sinners  are  apt  to  look  for  another  fource  of  ex- 
cuses for  their  fins  in  themfelves.  They  are  Arongly  in- 
clined to  make  a  merit  of  any  aftions  they  have  done  that 
are  materially  good,  and  think  that  fome  indulgence  is 
due  to  their  faults  and  mifcarriages  on  that  account* 
They  fet  their  good  works  and  their  faults,  as  it  were,  in 
oppofite  columns,  as  if  they  intended,  in  that  manner, 
to  ltrike  the  balance.  There  is  very  much  of  this  difpo- 
fition  in  the  natural  unenlightened  mind.  We  find  ma- 
ny fentiments  fimilar  to  this  in  the  heathen  world.  4  Eve- 
1  ry  man,1  fays  a  certain  author,  4  has  fome  virtues,  and 
4  fome  faults ;  he  that  hath  more  virtues  than  faults,  is  a 
4  good  man;  and  he  that  hath  more  faults  than  virtues,  is  a 
4  bad  man.*  I  am  fenfible  there  might  be  fome  juftice  in 
fuch  a  comparifon,  after  a  perfon  has  really  been  brought 
to  the  fervice  of  God  upon  genuine  principles.  It  might 
then  ferve  to  fhew  whether  God  or  the  world  hath  moft 
of  our  prevailing  love,  and  our  habitual  fervice.  But  this 
rule  is  highly  pernicious,  when  an  ignorant  or  vicious 
man  endeavors  to  apply  it  :  for,  firft  of  all,  thefe  very 
adtions,  which  they  fuppofe  to  be  good,  not  flowing  from 
a  real  principle  of  obedience  to  God,  are  falfely  reckoned 
virtues  in  them.  O  that  felf-righteous  perfons  would  but 
faithfully  examine  the  motives  from  which  many  of  their 
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boafte J  virtues  flow  !  The  more  they  knew  of  themfelves* 
and  their  own  real  chara&er,  the  lefs  would  they  be  in- 
clined  to  glory  in  its  excellence  and  perfection.  It  is 
certain,  that  even  in  the  world,  the  more  a  man  prefumes 
to  commend  himfelf,  the  lefs  others  are  difpofed  to  efteem 
him ;  and  is  it  not  ftrange,  that  the  felf-juftification, 
which  is  infufferable  to  our  fellow  creatures,  lhould  be  the 
foundation  of  our  hope  before  a  holy  and  heart-fearching 
God? 

But,  befides,  I  befeech  your  attention  to  the  following 
circumftance  :  even  the  falfe  fuppofition,  juft  now  men- 
tioned, proceeds  upon  an  abfolute  miftake  of  the  nature  of 
moral  obligation.  There  is  no  proper  merit  in  the  obe- 
dience of  a  creature,  neither  hath  it,  in  the  lead  degree, 
any  title  or  tendency  to  extinguifh  the  guilt  of  crimes.  If 
efteem,  love,  and  obedience,  all  in  the  higheft  degree,  be 
truly  and  properly  due  unto  God,  no  reward  can  be  plead- 
ed for  on  account  of  the  performance,  much  lefs  can  it 
have  the  effeCt  of  procuring  pardon  where  duty  hath  been 
negle£ed.  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  refledt  upon  a  matter  of 
experience,  which  is  but  feldom  attended  to.  Does  the 
general  goodnefs  of  a  man's  charafter  incline  even  the 
world  to  indulge  him  in  more  bad  aCtions  than  another  ? 
It  does  juft  the  contrary.  A  man,  who  hath  been  emi- 
nent in  piety  during  a  long  courfe  of  years,  if  he  goes 
aftray  in  any  one  inftance,  will  be  more  deeply  reproach- 
ed, and  his  charafter  will  fufTer  more  by  it,  I  may  even 
fay,  it  will  fuffer  an  hundred-fold  more  for  the  fame  adti- 
on,  than  the  character  of  another  whofe  conduft  has  been 
more  imperfeCt  and  unequal. 

I  look  upon  it  as  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  bend  his 
whole  force  againft  a  difpofition  to  felf-righteoufnefs.  And, 
indeed,  whether  we  take  it  from  fcripture  or  reafon,  we 
lhall  fee  that  the  hope  of  a  finner  muft  arife  not  from  ex- 
tenuation, but  confeffion ;  not  from  human  merit,  but 
from  the  divine  mercy.  This  is  fo  plain,  that  had  men 
but  any  real  and  juft  conviftions  of  their  obligations  and 
duty  to  God,  fuch  a  plea  would  never  come  into  their 
minds.  Suppofe  any  perfon  were  challenged  for  a  debt 
which  he  really  owed,  and  he  fhould  anfwer  in  this  man* 
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ttcr,  It  is  very  true,  I  have  not  paid  this ;  but  I  paid  a. 
debt  to  you  at  fuch  a  time,  and  another  at  fuch  a  time, 
and  a  third  at  fuch  a  time ;  would  it  not  be  natural  for  the 
other  to  reply,  True  indeed;  but  were  not  all  thefe  debts 
Separately  due  ?  will  your  paying  one  difcharge  you  from 
another?  is  not  this  as  much  due  now  as  any  of  the  reft 
were  before  ?  If  therefore  you  will  give  the  fame  juftice  to 
your  Maker  that  you  expedt  from  another,  you  muft  con- 
fefc  that  a  whole  life  of  perfect  and  fpotlefs  obedience 
would  do  juft  nothing  at  all  to  extinguilh  the  guilt  of  the 
lead  fm.  Be  not  therefore  fo  foolifti  as  to  reft  your  hope 
on  that  felf-righteoufnefs,  which,  in  truth,  is  no  better 
than  filthy  rags,  and  however  excellent  and  perfeft  it 
were,  could  have  no  effeSl  in  procuring  the  forgivenefs  of 
fin. 

(4.)  There  are  fome  to  be  found,  who  endeavor  to  ex- 
cufe  their  a&ual  tranfgreffions,  as  being  no  more  than  the 
neceflary  effedts  of  original  fin.  This  we  find  frequently 
done  by  thofe  who  are  no  friends  to  religion  in  general, 
and,  perhaps,  believe  as  little  of  the  reality  of  original  as 
the  guilt  of  aftual  fin.  In  fuch,  therefore,  it  is  no  more 
than  a  pretence,  that  they  may  rid  themfelves  of  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  both.  But  there  are  alfo  fome  who  do  not 
feem  to  be  enemies  in  principle  to  the  truths  of  the  gofpel, 
who  yet  are  very  ready  to  excufe  themfelves  for  particular 
fins,  by  laying  the  blame  upon  their  nature  in  general.  It 
is  my  nature,  they  will  fay  ;  I  have  {0  ftrong  a  difpofition 
to  it,  that  I  cannot  help  it.  Thus  they  feem  to  fit  quite 
eafy  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  and,  by  giving  up  all 
hope  of  overcoming  it,  are  led  to  forbear  all  endeavors  to 
refill  it. 

On  this  I  cannot  help  obferving,  again,  how  oppofite 
the  principles  of  fin  and  holinefs  are.  The  fin  of  our  na- 
.  lure,  which,  in  true  penitents,  is  matter  of  humiliation 
and  forrow,  is  often  produced  by  others,  as  an  extenuati- 
on of  thoir  crimes.  See  how  the  Pfalmift  David  exprefles 
himfelf,  Pfal.  li.  j.  u  Behold,  I  was  fliapen  in  iniquity ; 
"  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me."  Thefe  words 
were  not  fpoken  by  way  of  alleviation,  but  confeffion  and 
aggravation.  In  the  fame  fpirit  does  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeafc 
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in  a  great  part  of  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  Epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  particularly  verfes  14,  24.  "  For  we  know 
44  that  the  law  is  fpiritual ;  but  I  am  carnal,  fold  under 
*M  fin.  For  that  which  I  do,  I  allow  not:  for  what  I  would, 
44  that  do  I  not ;  but  what  I  hate,  that  do  I.  If  then  I  do 
44  that  which  I  would  not,  I  confent  unto  the  law,  that  it 
"  is  good.  Now,  then,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  fin 
*'  that  dwelleth  in  me.  For  I  know  that  in  me  (that  is,- 
44  in  my  flefh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing :  for  to  will  is  pre. 
44  fent  with  me ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good, 
44  I  find  not.  For  the  good  that  I  would,  I  do  not ;  but 
44  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.  Now,  if  I  do 
44  that  I  would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  fin  that 
44  dwelleth  in  me.  I  find  then  a  law,  that  when  I  would 
44  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me :  for  I  delight  in  the 
44  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man.  But  I  fee  another 
"  law  in  my  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  my 
44  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin, 
44  which  is  in  my  members.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am ! 
44  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ? 

That  there  is  fomething  myfterious  in  the  firft  occafion 
and  conveyance  of  original  fin,  on  which  captious  perfons 
may  raife  cavils,  to  perplex  themfelves  and  others,  I  rea- 
dily allow.  But,  after  all  they  can  fay,  it  is  certain,  both 
from  fcripture  and  experience,  that  all  aftual  fin  is  not 
only  perfonal  but  voluntary.  Is  there  any  perfon,  who 
will  dare  to  maintain,  in  the  face  of  his  Supreme  Judge, 
that  he  is  laid  under  compulfion,  or  an  irrefiflible  neceffi- 
ty,  to  think,  fpeak,  or  do  what  is  wrong  ?  Does  any  man 
commit  fin,  but  from  his  own  choice  ?  Or  is  he  hindered 
from  the  performance  of  any  duty  to  which  he  is  fincerely 
and  heartily  inclined  ?  If  this  were  indeed  the  cafe,  it 
would  not  be  true,  what  we  are  told  in  the  facred  oracles, 
that  God  will  be  u  juft  when  he  fpeaketh,  and  clear  when 
44  he  judgeth." 

I  mud  alfo  obferve,  that,  upon  the  plan  of  the  gofpel, 
the  force  of  this  excufe  is  entirely  taken  away ;  becaufe 
the  rennovation  of  our  natures  is  there  afcribed  to  the 
power  and  energy  of  divine  grace.  Though  we  are  not 
able  to  reform  our  natures,  God  is  able  to  renew  them. 
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Though  we  cannot  refill  corruption,  God  is  able  to  fub- 
due  it.  Our  weak  and  helplefs  ftate  by  nature,  is  fo  hi 
from  being  a  proper  excufe  for  fin,  that  a  juft  and  hum-. 
Wing  fenfe  of  it  is  the  very  firft  ftep  towards  a  recovery. 
44  Of  ourfelves,  we  are  not  able  to  do  any  good  thing,  but 
41  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  us  we  may  do  all  things." 
We  are  exhorted  to  pray  for  the  influences  of  the  Spirit, 
in  the  fure  hope  of  acceptance :  "  Afk,  and  ye  ihall  re- 
11  ceive ;  feek,  and  ye  lhall  find  ;  knock,  and  it  ihall  be 
44  opened  unto  you."  So  that,  on  the  prevailing  of  fin, 
we  have  juft  reafon  to  take  the  whole  blame  upon  our- 
felves, and  to  fay,  u  We  are  not  ftraitened  in  God,  but 
u  ftraitened  in  our  own  bowels." 

.  (5.)  In  the  laft  place,  fome  are  bold  enough  to  excufe 
their  (ins,  as  being  only  the  effefts  of  the  irreftftible  will  of 
God,  who  hath  decreed  whatfoever  conies  to  pafs  ;  fome 
in  a  more  artful  and  covered  way  ;  and  fome  more  openly 
and  explicitly  make  ufe  of  God's  abfolute  pre-determinati- 
on  of  every  event,  as  taking  away  the  guilt  of  their  volun- 
tary actions.  This  hath  been  a  very  old  excufe.  It  was 
the  fpirit  of  that  language  you  find,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  10. 
ifc  Therefore,  O  thou  fon  of  man,  fpeak  unto  the  houfe  of 
44  Ifrael,  thus  ye  fpeak,  faying,  if  our  tranfgreflions  and 
"  our  fins  be  upon  us,  and  we  pine  away  in  them,  how 
u  fhould  we  then  live:"  The  fame  thing  is  mentioned  by 
the  apoftle  Paul,  Rom.  ix.  19.  ic  Thou  wilt  fay  then  unto 
Cl  me,  why  doth  he  yet  find  fault  ?  for  who  hath  refilled 
14  his  will  ?"  This  infamous  and  blafphemous  excufe  is 
not  only  often  made  for  particular  fins,  but  is  made  a  pil- 
low of  floth  in  general,  and  finners  lay  themfelves  afleep 
upon  it  in  fecurity,  faying,  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  they 
fhould  be  faved,  the  event  is  infallible,  let  them  take  ever 
fo  defperate  a  courfe  ;  and  if  otherwife,  it  is  impoflible  for 
them  to  oppofe  his  irrefiftible  decree. 

In  order  to  oppofe  this  profane  perverfion  of  divine 
truth,  let  me  put  you  in  mind,  what  fin  and  folly  it  mud 
be  in  us,  to  fet  the  nature  of  God  at  variance  with  his  re- 
vealed  will,  or  one  declaration  of. his  in  oppofition  to  ano- 
ther. It  is  from  the  fcriptures  alone,  that  you  learn 
God's  fupreme  dominion  and  appointment  of  every  event. 

Vol.  II.  H 
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And  is  it  not  certain,  that  the  fame  fcriptures  do  lay  the 
guilt  or  finfulnefs  of  every  aftion  to  the  finner's  charge  ? 
Does  not  God  abfolutely  refufe,  nay,  in  infinite  conde- 
fcenfion,  he  folemnly  protefts  againft  having  it  imputed  to 
himfelf.  Let  the  guilty  hear  and  tremble,  Ezek.  xxxiii. 
11.  il  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
44  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from 
11  his  way  and  live.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  your  evil 
"  ways;  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifi-ae!:"  And 
•gain,  James  i.  13.  u  Let  no  man  fay,  when  he  is  tempt- 
14  ed,  I  am  tempted  of  God  ;  for  God  cannot  be  tempted 
4fc  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he  any  man."  Perhaps, 
fome  will  fay,  we  cannot  reconcile  the  certainty  of  events 
with  the  freedom  of  a&ions,  or  the  imputation  of  guilt. 
But  what  is  this,  but  faying  we  are  not  able  to  fathom  of 
comprehend  the  perfe&ions  of  an  infinite  God  ?  And  is 
this  any  caufe  of  wonder  ?  It  would  not  be  the  true  God, 
if  you  could  fearch  him  out ;  it  would  not  be  the  Almigh- 
ty, if  you  could  find  him  to  perfeftioh.  44  It  is  higher 
*k  than  heaven,  what  canft  thou  do  ?  Deeper  than  hell, 
*c  what  canft  thou  know  ?  The  meafure  thereof  is  longer 
44  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  fea." 

Surely,  my  brethren,  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  fame  God, 
to  whom  all  his  works  are  known  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  and  who  rules  by  his  power  for  ever,  hath 
feftablilhed  a  necefTary  connexion  between  the  means  and 
the  end,  between  the  caufe  and  effeft.  And,  as  it  would 
be  altogether  madnefs  in  common  life,  to  fit  flill  and  for- 
bear aftivity  and  diligence,  under  pretence  of  its  being 
Impoflible  to  hinder  or  alter  the  will  of  God;  fo  it  is 
equally  mad  and  impious,  to  lay  the  blame  of  our  finful 
hearts  and  inclinations  oh  the  appointment  of  God.  Hfc 
can  and  doth  control  and  dyer-rule,  by  his  fovereign  pro- 
vidence, all  his  creatures  and  all  thfcir  aftions,  in  a  fub- 
ferviency  to  his  own  glory;  but,  as  to  the  finfulnefs  of 
every  deed,  the  fmner  alorte  is  chargeable  with  it,  and  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  the  finner  alone  muft  anfwer  for  it. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  third  branch  of  the  deceitful- 
hefs  of  fin,  I  muft  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  obfervati- 
bns  on  wh&t  h&th  been  already  faid.    And, 
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iff,  You  may  obfervc  how  various  and  involved,  and 
hour  deep-laid  the  excufes  for  fin  are.  The  w^ys  of  the 
world,  the  general  prevalence  of  fm,  and  many  of  thofe 
very  circumftances  which  ought  to  make  us  dread  its  in- 
flpence,  and  fill  us  with  abhorrence  of  it,  are  frequently 
made  ufe  of  to  extenuate  its  guilt.  The  corrupt  inclina- 
tion of  our  hearts,  which  is  the  fource  of  all  fin,  and  may 
be  faid  to  be  the  eflence  of  fin,  is  often  made  ufe  of  to  ex- 
cufe  or  palliate  its  effe&s,  as  the  badnefs  of  the  tree  for  the 
fpurnefs  of  the  grapes.  How  ill  qualified  are  we  to  judge 
fairly  on  fuch  a  fubjedt  ?  We  are  partial  in  our  own  caufe, 
and  give  an  unjult  decifion  from  our  relation  to  the  pan- 
nel.  Down  then  with  the  reafonings  of  the  carnal  mind. 
$ufpe£t  them,  dread  them,  fhut  your  ears  againft  them. 
What  reafon  is  there  to  fit  down  in  filence,  and  humbly 
acquiefce  in  the  account  given  us  of  our  chara&er,  and 
(late,  by  a  God  of  infinite  holinefs  ?  There  is  no  error  to 
blind  his  judgment,  no  intereft  to  bias  his  inclination,  and 
there  is  no  equal  who  may  contend  or  enter  into  judgment 
with  him. 

adly,  You  may  fee  that  the  excufes  for  fin,  are  not  on- 
ly inefficient,  but  deeply  criminal.  In  the  form  they 
affume,  they  may  appear  plaufible ;  but,  when  they  are 
ftripped  of  their  difguife,  they  will  appear  to  be  horrible. 
The  immediate  pretence  may  appear  to  have  nothing  very 
atrocious  in  it ;  but  when  they  are  traced  to  their  fource, 
they  will  be  found  to  take  their  rife  from  the  moll  malig- 
nant infidelity  or  atheifm  in  the  heart.  You  fee,  from 
what  has  been  faid,  that  many  excufes  for  fin,  at  laft,  land 
in  laying  the  blame  upon  God  himfelf.  All  the  encou- 
ragement we  take  in  fin  from  the  divine  patience,  all  our 
abufe  or  perverfion  of  the  gifts  of  nature,  or  the  courfe  of 
providence,  lands  ultimately  here.  Let  us  therefore  pray, 
{hat  it  jnay  pleafe  God  to  open  our  eyes  on  the  wonders  of 
hi$  law,  on  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
his  power.  Let  us  confefs,  that  "  to  us  belongeth  frame 
4fi  and  confufion  of  face;  but  to  pur  God  belongeth  mercy. " 
Let  ms  adopt  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xix.  12. 
"  Who  can  underlland  his  errors  ?  Cleanie  thou  me  from 
u  fecret  faults." 
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3.  I  proceed,  now,  to  the  third  and  laft  branch  of  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  viz.  Its  infinuating  nature,  by  which 
it  leads  men  on,  in  an  infenfible  manner,  from  one  degree 
of  wickednefs  to  a  higher,  and,  after  the  voluntary  com- 
miflion  of  fome  fins,  lays  them  under  a  fort  of  neceflity  of 
committing  more.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  the  apoftle 
had  this  particularly  in  his  view  in  the  text,  where  he  fays, 
Exhort  one  another  daily \  mobile  it  is  called  to-day  ;  lest 
any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin. 
And  certain  it  is,  my  brethren,  that  wicked  men  do  not 
fee  the  whole  courfe  they  are  to  run  at  one  view,  but  are 
drawn  in  by  little  and  little.  Take  the  mod  abandoned 
firmer  in  this  guilty  world,  and  there  was  a  time  of  his 
life  when  he  would  have  trembled  to  think  of  the  crimes 
which  he  afterwards  committed.  Thus  Hazael,  King  of 
Syria,  when  he  was  told  by  the  prophet  Elifha,  of  the  un- 
natural barbarity  and  cruelty  he  would  be  guilty  of  among 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  he  could  not  believe  fo  ill  of  himfelf, 
but  anfwered,  with  a  kind  of  abhorrence,  "  What,  is  thy 
"  fervant  a  dog,  that  he  fhould  do  this  great  thing  ?"  But 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  fin,  that  it  carries  men  away,  if  they 
yield  to  it,  infinitely  farther  than  they  themfelves  intended. 
We  find  this  taken  notice  of  by  moral  writers  in  every 
age  and  country.  Many  of  the  ancients  ufed  to  reprefent 
it  by  a  very  expreflive  fimilitude,  viz.  that  the  way  of  vice 
lies  down  hill ;  fo  that  if  you  take  but  a  few  fteps,  the  mo- 
tion is  foon  accelerated,  and  becomes  fo  violent  and  im- 
petuous, that  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to  refift  it. 

This  is  certainly  a  circumftance,  with  refpedl  to  the  na- 
ture of  fin,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  practical  religi- 
on, and  to  which  I  would  particularly  intreat  the  attention 
of  the  younger  part  of  my  audience.  Neither  is  it  un- 
fuitable  to  perfons  of  any  charadter,  as  it  will  contribute  to 
enforce  upon  their  minds,  a  fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  con- 
ftant  vigilance,  and  of  conftant  prayer.  In  order  to  re- 
prefent the  matter  to  you  in  the  ftronger  light,  I  fhall  en- 
deavor to  lay  before  you  fome  of  the  chief  fteps  and  grada- 
tions by  which  a  finner  is  brought  into  a  hardened  flate ; 
and  fhow  how  naturally,  and  in  a  manner  neceffarily,  they 
lead  him  forward  from  one  to  another. 
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(i.)  Men  enter  and  initiate  themfelves  in  a  viciou* 
praftice  by  fmaller  fins.  Though  every  fin  hath  that  ma- 
lignity  in  it  that  it  deferves  God's  wrath  and  curfe  both 
in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come,  yet  there  are  fome 
fins,  which,  in  themfelves,  as  well  as  from  feveral  cir- 
ruffiftances  whir:h  attend  them,  are  far  more  heinous  in 
the  fight  of  God  than  others.  Thefe  are  too  alarming  to 
the  confidence  of  a  young  finner ;  and,  therefore,  he  only 
ventures  upon  fuch  as  are  fmaller  at  firft.  I  hope  you 
will  not  think  it  too  minute  or  trifling,  if  I  mention  that 
every  particular  kind  of  vice  creeps  in,  in  this  gradual 
manner.  Many  have  begun  to  Ileal,  with  taking  away 
things  without  their  parents  knowledge  from  their  own 
houfe,* thinking  there  could  be  little  fault  in  this;  andtlieti 
picked  up  fmall  things,  perhaps,  from  people  of  better 
rank,  faying  to  themfeves,  they  will  never  be  the  worfecf 
it,  they  can  eafily  fpare  it ;  but  time  has  perfe&ed  them  in 
their  trade,  till  they  ended  their  days  upon  a  fcafFold. 
Some  have  begun  with  little  arts  of  equivocation,  and  con- 
cealing the  truth,  who,  in  time,  came  to  boldnefs  and  ob- 
ftinacy  in  grofs  falfehood.  And  many  have  begun  with 
levity  of  carriage,  and  vanity  of  drefs,  who  have  ended  in 
luft,  whoredom,  and  open  proltitution.  My  brethren, 
though  we  are  all  born  in  fin,  and  powerfully  inclined  to 
that  which  is  evil,  from  our  firft  entrance  info  the  world ; 
yet  we  have  alfo  a  witnefs  for  God  in  our  own  confid- 
ences. There  feems  to  be  fome  reludtance  in  the  firft 
commiflion  of  fin  ;  fome  forrow  and  regret  for  departing 
innocence.  It  is  a  faying  of  one  of  the  heathens,  "  No 
44  man  becomes  all  of  a  fudden  very  wicked !"  or,  if  I 
may  life  the  expreflion,  is  made  perfeft  in  fin.  It  ufually 
takes  fome  time,  and  is  carried  on  by  progrefs  and  im- 
provement, though  fome,  alas !  make  wonderful  proficien- 
cy in  it,  and  advance  at  a  very  great  pace.  Thefe  leffer 
fins,  then,  are  the  introduftion  and  preparation  for  what 
afterwards  fliall  follow ;  they  begin  the  attack  upon  con- 
fidence, which,  at  laft,  ends  in  a  total  overthrow  and  de- 
feat. 

(2.)  Let  us  now  follow  the  finner  to  the  next  ftage  of 
his  unhappy  courfe.     Having  once  begun  in  the  ways  of 
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fin,  he  ventures  Qpon  fomething  greater  and  more  daring ; 
bis  courage  grows  with  his  experience ;  and  he  gives  him- 
felf  more  liberty  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  own  heart,  and 
the  fight  of  his  own  eyes.  Now,  fins  of  a  deeper  dye  do 
not  look  fo  frightful  as  before.  The  reafon  of  this  is  plain, 
or  rather  there  are  many  reafons  which  concur  in  produ^ 
cing  this  effett.  Cuftom  makes  every  thing  familiar,  even 
to  dcfpifing  the  authority  of  God,  and  counteracting  thf 
firongeit  obligations.  Sinners,  after  fome  apprenticeship 
to  this  infamous  trade,  commit  fuch  fins  as  lay  wade  the 
confcience,  and  offer  the  greateft  violence  to  their  owa 
minds ;  thefe  dill  lead  forward  to  others,  and  to  every  new 
tranfgrefiion,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo^  they  are  driven  by  a  flrong. 
er  inclination,  and  with-held  by  a  weaker  refinance.  No 
fin  comes  by  itfelf  alone,  but  (lands  in  clofe  connexion 
with  many  others.  Some  fins  teach  us  how  to  commit 
others,  as  well  as  afford  an  opportunity  to  do  it.  I  have 
heard  of  a  fervant  who  went  into  an  apartment  with  no 
other  intention  than  to  gratify  appetite,  by  making  free 
with  fome  fweet-meats ;  but  happening  to  fee  fomething 
very  valuable  lying  open,  which  might  be  eafily  conceal- 
ed, could  not  rcfift  the  temptation,  but  commenced  thief, 
and,  came,  at  laft,  to  a  miferable  end.  Many  fins  alfo 
bring  others  after  them,  as  excufes  to  cover  them.  So 
that  no  perfon,  who  once  breaks  over  the  limits  of  clear 
and  unqueftionable  duty,  knows  how  far  he  may  be  carru 
ed  before  he  returns  back,  or  rather  whether  he  may  not 
be  fo  deeply  involved,  as  never  to  return  at  all.  This  leads 
me  to  obferve, 

(3.)  That  open  fins  foon  throw  a  man  into  the  hands 
of  ungodly  fompanions.  This  effett  is  neceffary,  becaufc 
they  determine  his  charafter ;  and  according  to  the  old 
obfervation,  thofe  of  like  difpofition,  by  a  natural  and  pow- 
erful inftinft,  are  led  to  affociate  together.  No  fooner  do 
men  begin  to  take  liberties  in  their  conduCt,  than  they  be- 
gin to  fhun  the  fociety  of  good  men  ;  the  prefenceof  fuch 
is  a  reflraint  upon  them  ;  their  example  is  a  reproof  to 
them,  and  awakens  any  principle  of  confcience,  which 
yet  remains  unfubdued,  to  reproach  and  iting  them  ; 
whereas,  in  fociety  like  themfclve$,  they  are  greatly  em- 
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boldened,  by  feeing  vice  pra&ifed,  and  by  hearing  it  jufti- 
fied.  Behold  the  (inner,  then,  with  corrupt  communica- 
tion as  well  as  corrupt  inclination  !  The  danger  of  this 
We  are  warned  of  by  the  apoflle  Paul,  1  Cor.  xv.  33. 
41  Be  not  deceived ;  evil  communications  corrupt  good 
*  manners."  As  united  fires  burn  the  fiercer  and  the 
ftronger ;  fo  a  finful  fociety  improves  and  grows  in  im- 
piety, and  every  member  joins  his  brother's  pollution  to 
his  own.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  how  much  profane  com- 
panions are  inftrumental  in  reciprocally  undoing  one  ano- 
ther. But  furely  if  thofe,  otherwife  virtuous,  are  often 
in  danger  of  being  led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked, 
much  more  mud  they  who  are  themfelves  fo  difpofed,  and 
and  are  every  whit  as  ready  to  follow  a  bad  advice  or  exam- 
ple, as  others  are  to  give  it. 

I  cannot  forbear  adding  upon  this  fubjeft,  that  ferlouf- 
ly  difpofed  perfons  are  as  much  afraid  of  the  fociety  of 
loofe  perfons,  as  they  are  impatient  of  theirs.  This  makes 
the  feparation  (till  more  complete.  And  even  when  they 
are  occafionaily  joined,  the  fear  of  calling  their  pearls  be- 
fore fwine,  who  may  trample  them  under  their  feet,  and 
turn  again  and  rend  them,  often  fhuts  their  mouths.  It 
prevents  them  from  giving  that  falutary  inllruction,  and 
ufeful  admonition,  which  their  heart  might  diftate,  or  the 
neceffity  of  the  cafe  might  require.  I  confefs,  my  bre- 
thren, when  I  confider  the  unfpeakable  advantages  for  true 
piety,  which  arife  from  the  relation,  the  company,  or  the 
friendfhip  of  eminent  Chriftians,  it  fills  me  with  the  deep- 
eft  concern  for  thofe  unhappy  perfons,  who,  by  their  con- 
duft  and  circumftances,  are  neceffarily  deprived  of  every 
thing  of  this  kind,  nay,  are  daily  expofed  to  all  the  con- 
trary fnares.  I  dare  fay,  not  a  few  in  this  affembly  will 
bear  witnefs,  as  \  defire  to  do  with  inward  gratitude  to 
God,  what  infinite  benefit  arifes  from  the  fociety  of  the 
excellent  ones  of  the  earth ;  to  have  been  infiru&ed  and 
trained  up  by  pious  parents  in  the  fear  of  God ;  to  have 
had  your  lot  Call  in  a  family  which  was  a  houfe  of  prayer ; 
to  have  the  faithful  admonitions  of  a  truly  confeientious 
friend ;  and  to  have  the  daily  edifying,  reflraining,  com- 
forting, animating  example  of  an  eminent  Chriftian,  as 
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well  as  a  (hare  in  his  fervent  prayers.  Nay,  I  will  fay 
knore,  the  very  precious  remembrance  of  fuch,  after  they 
have  entered  into  reft,  whether  parents,  children,  friends, 
or  neighbors,  has  the  nobleft  and  happieft  effeft  in  re-? 
proving  our  floth,  and  ftirring  us  up  to  be  "followers  of 
44  them,  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  do  now  inherit 
u  the  promifes."  How  miferable  thofe  who  are  wholly 
ignorant  of  every  fuch  privilege !  How  deceitful  is  fin, 
which  daily  adminifter  the  moft  deadly  poifon,  and,  at 
the  very  fame  time,  clofes  up  the  way  on  every  fide,  and 
debars  the  infe&ed  victim  from  every  mean  that  might 
contribute  to  his  cure  ! 

(4.)  In  the  next  flage,  the  firmer  begins  to  feel  the 
force  of  habit  and  inveterate  cuitom.  The  frequent  re- 
petition of  a£ts  of  fin  conftitutes  a  habit.  How  powerful 
this  is,  and  hard  to  be  overcome,  experience  is  a  daily 
Handing  proof.  We  are  warned  of  the  danger  of  habitu- 
al wickednefs  in  many  paflages  of  fcripture,  particularly 
Jer.  xii.  5.  "  If  thou  haft  run  with  the  footmen,  and  they 
44  have  wearied  thee,  then  how  canft  thou  contend  with 
44  horfes  ?  and  if,  in  the  land  of  peace,  wherein  thou  truft- 
44  edft,  they  wearied  thee,  then  how  wilt  thou  do  in  the 
44  fwelling  of  Jordan  ?"  Chap,  xiii.  23.  u  Can  the  Ethi- 
44  opian  change  his  fkin,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  1  then 
44  may  ye  alfo  do  good,  that  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil." 
Nature  itfelf,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  inftances,  is  full 
of  fpiritual  inftru£lion.  Habits  of  any  indifferent  kind, 
when  once  eftablifhed,  can  hardly  be  overcome  even  by 
the  greateft  effort  of  refolution ;  even  any  motion  of  the 
body,  or  any  particular  word  or  phrafe  in  difcourfe,  if 
once  they  have  taken  place  by  cuftom,  are  hardly  ever 
laid  down.  But,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  habits  of  fin 
are  not.  only  infinitely  more  hurtful  than  habits  of  a  com- 
mon kind,  but  they  are  alfo  much  more  obftinate.  They 
fall  in  with  the  bent  and  difpofition  of  corrupt  nature ;  and, 
therefore,  are  like  a  double  cord,  not  eafily  broken. 

Behold  then  the  finner  rooted  and  fettled  in  an  evil  way ! 
Before,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed,  that  an  awful  dif- 
pcnlation  of  Providence,  or  the  convincing  demonftration 
of  the  word  of  God,  might  have  had  an  eftett  upon  him ; 
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but  now,  though  it  is  dill  poffible,  it  becomes  lefs  and 
left  probable.  A  tree,  when  it  is  newly  planted,  may  be 
eafily  removed,  or  may  be  overturned  by  a  blaft  of  wind; 
but,  when  once  it  has  fpread  its  roots  in  the  ground,  and 
long  kept  its  pofleffion,  the  moll  violent  temped  may  bend 
its  top  a  little,  but  cannot  (hake  its  firm  foundations.  Sb 
the  finner,  that  has  been  long  habituated  to  wickednefs, 
and  con6rmed  by  a  long  courfe  of  time,  will  Hand  even 
the  dorms  of  affii&ion,  and,  if  they  do  bend  his  haughty 
fpirit,  yet  they  will  not  break  his  (iubborn  heart.  I  do  not 
mean  to  fet  bounds  to  the  almighty  power  and  fovereign 
grace  of  God.  He,  no  doubt,  may,  and,  in  fome  indan- 
ces,  has  pluckt  the  mod  advanced  iinners  as  brands  out 
of  the  fire.  But  thcfe  indances  are  few  and  uncommon, 
for  fome  of  the  great  ends  of  his  government.  It  is  not 
the  ordinary  way  of  his  dealing  with  us ;  and  he  hath  fuffi- 
ciently  warned  us  againft  trading  to  it.  He  hath  threat- 
ened to  make  the  finner  feel  the  natural  confequence  of 
ohilinacy,  by  ceafing  to  drive  with  him,  and  giving  him 
op  to  the  luds  of  his  own  heart. 

It  is  an  awful,  but,  ufeful  leflbn  which  young  perfons 
may  learn  from  what  they  fee  in  the  world  about  them. 
Thofe  who  have  been  long  habituated  to  idlenefs,  what  a 
hopelefs  thing  is  it  to  attempt  to  bring  them  to  apply  ? 
Thofe  who  have  been  long  habituated  to  drunkennefs  and 
intemperance,  or  fenfuality  of  any  kind,  we  ought  not  to 
fay  they  are  inclined  to  it,  but  they  are  compelled  to  it  by 
die  irrefirtible  calls  of  chefe  appetites  which  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  control.  All  who  obferve  them,  are  fo  fen- 
fible  of  it,  that  they  ponfider  it,  as  in  vain  to  fpeak  to  them, 
and  think  they  may  jud  as  well  fpeak  to  the  wind  or  the 
dorm:  nay,  we  may  often  perceive  the  poor  unhappy 
wretches  themfelves  fenfible  in  fome  meafure,  of  their 
captivity,  though  unable  to  break  the  chains  that  bind 
them.  Some  drunkards  have  been  known  to  be  filled 
with  the  deeped  vexation,  and  ready  to  tear  their  own 
flefli,  on  refle&ion  of  their  beadly  condition,  and  yet 
drawn,  by  an  irrefidble  force,  to  the  next  temptation-— « 
Nothing  can  let  in  a  clearer  light  the  depeitfitfncfe  of  fin, 
than  comparing  the  ftremgb  pf  habit?,  widribfcflaw  atofl 
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filcnt  manner  in  which  they  fteal  on.  One  (Ingle  aft  of 
fin  feems  nothing ;  but  one  after  another  imperceptibly 
ftrengthens  the  difpofition,  and  enflaves  the  unhappy  cri- 
minal beyond  hope  of  recovery. 

(5.)  The  next  ftage  in  a  finner's  courfe,  is,  to  lofe  the 
fenfe  of  fhame,  and  fin  openly  and  boldly.  Sin  is,  in  it- 
felf,  a  dilhonorable  thing,  which  hath,  in  many  inftances, 
the  teftimony  of  mankind  againft  it,  though  their  pra&ice 
be  on  its  fide.  Hence  comes  the  veil  and  covering  of 
hypocrify.  Mod  part  of  fins  are  the  works  of  darknefs, 
becaufe  they  (hun  the  light.  But,  when  once  a  finner  has 
come  to  a  certain  degree,  he  throws  off  every  mafk  or 
covering,  and  fins  in  the  face  of  the  fun.  He  no  more 
feeks  darknefs  for  his  evil  deeds,  but  walks  as  u  deftrufti- 
44  on  that  vvafteth  at  noon-day ."  The  obferving  eyes,  and 
cenfuring  tongues  of  men,  are,  now,  no  bar  in  his  way  ; 
fince  the  ftrength  of  inclination  and  habit  is  fuch,  that  he 
mud  indulge  himfelf,  he  takes  courage,  and  refufes  to  be 
reftrained. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  mentions  it  as  an  evidence  of  a 
high  degree  of  degeneracy  in  the  children  of  Ifrael,  that 
many  of  them  had  loft  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  Jeremiah  vi.  15. 
44  Were  they  alhamed  when  they  had  committed  abomi- 
44  nation  ?  nay,  they  were  not  at  all  afhamed,  neither 
44  could  they  blufh :  therefore  they  fhall  fall  among  them 
44  that  fall :  at  the  time  that  I  vifit  them  they  fhall  be  caft 
44  down,  faith  the  Lord."  And,  without  all  queftion,  it 
is  an  evidence  on  an  uncommon  height  of  impiety,  when 
even  natural  fhame  is  gone ;  and  whoever  are  in  that  con- 
dition, have  loft  a  very  powerful  fence  to  virtue.  So 
long  as  fhame  remains,  it  is  a  great  draw-back  upon  them 
in  their  licentious  praftices  ;  but,  when  it  is  no  more, 
they  are  without  curb  or  reftraint,  they  draw  iniquity 
with  cords  of  vanity ,  and  sin,  as  it  were,  with  a  cart- 
rope.  And  that  men  are  naturally  carried  to  this  bold  and 
lhamelefs  impiety,  is  evident  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing.  Repeated  afts  of  fin,  which  mull  be  known,  of- 
fend natural  modefty  fo  frequently,  and  accuftom  a  man 
fo  much  to  fhame,  that  he  lofes  the  fenfe  of  it  in  time  alto- 
gether.    Of  this  we  have  but  too  many  examples. 
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(6.)  Another  ftage  in  the  fmner's  progrefs,  is,  to  har- 
den himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  fin  without  remorfe  of  confeience. 
The  confeience  of  a  (inner,  for  a  long  time,  bears  its  tes- 
timony againft  him,  and  every  outward  indulgence  colls 
him  fome  inward  uneafinefs ;  but,  after  he  hath  given 
himfelf  over  to  abandoned  wickednefs,  it  frequently  ceafes 
its  reproof.  This  vi&ory  he  may  obtain  two  different 
ways:  i.  Theeafieft  and  fpeedied  way  is  by  hearkening 
to  loofe  principles.  Thefe,  at  once,  fet  the  mind  at  eafe, 
and  blunt  the  reproofs  of  confeience.  But  of  this  I  have 
fpoken  on  a  former  head.  2.  The  other  way  is  pra&ical. 
The  frequent  repetition  of  atrocious  crimes  dupifies  the 
confeience.  They,  as  it  were,  weary  it  out,  and  drive  it 
to  defpair.  It  is  much  the  fame  with  the  monitor  in  our 
own  bread,  and  any  friend  who  has  a  concern  for  another; 
ifhc  finds  that  indruftion,  admonition,  reproach,  are  all 
in  vain,  he,  at  lad,  loofens  the  reins,  and  fuffers  him  to 
take  his  courfe.  Now,  what  mud  be  the  condition  of  2 
man,  who  has  out-finned  even  his  confeience  itfelf  ?  he 
mull  furely  be  kept  within  no  bounds,  but  triumph  in  his 
miferable  conqued.  The  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,  1  Tim. 
iv.  2,  of  fome  who  are  guilty  of  "  fpeaking  lies  in  hypo- 
u  crify,  having  their  confeience  feared  with  a  hot  iron." 
And  thus  defcribes  the  condition  of  fome  finners,  Eph.  iv. 
19.  "  Who  being  pad  feeling,  have  given  themfelves  over 
"  unto  lafcivioufnefs,  to  work  all  uncleannefs  with  greedi- 
"  nefs."  Perhaps,  it  may  be  thought  fome  degree  of  com- 
fort to  a  finner  to  have  overcome  his  confeience,  fo  that  he 
is  no  more  harraffed  with  its  reproofs.  But  confider,  I 
pray  you,  that  all  that  he  hereby  gains,  is  only  to  be  a  lit- 
tle farther  out  of  the  way  of  recovery,  a  little  nearer  to  de- 
dru&ion.  What  avails  it,  that  he  has  rendered  himfelf 
infenfible  of  his  danger  ?  This  will  neither  fcreen  him 
from  it,  nor  make  it  lighter  when  it  falls.  There  is  fome- 
thing,  on  the  contrary,  extremely  terrible  in  the  conditi- 
on of  that  man  who  is  infenfible  of  the  judgment  awaiting 
him,  and  dill  going  on,  till  he  lift  up  his  eyes  in  torments 
that  fhall  never  have  an  end.  But,  before  this,  he  has 
frequently  fome  further  deps  to  go.  Having  finifhed  his 
chara&er,  he  proceeds  to  finifh  his  work ;  and,  therefore, 
in  the 
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(7.)  Place,  Improved  finners  often  come  to  boatt  and 
glory  of  their  wickednefs.  It  is  fomething  to  be  above 
-  lhame ;  but  it  is  more  fiill  to  glory  in  wfckednefs,  and 
efteem  it  honorable.  Hear  what  the  apoftle  Paul  fays  of 
fuch,  Phil.  iii.  18, 19.  u  For  many  walk,  of  whom  I  have 
44  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping,  that 
44  they  are  the  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  whofe  end  is 
44  dettru£tion,  whofe  God  is  their  belly,  and  whofe  glory 
4>  is  in  their  (hame,  u  ho  mind  earthly  things."  How 
many  are  there  who  have  ftudied  to  excel  each  other  in  the 
glorious  art  of  debauchery  and  riot,  and  then  proclaim 
their  own  praifes  upon  the  fubjeft !  How  dreadful  and 
how  pernicious  a  character  !  for  it  is  never  feparated 
from  its  counterpart,  defpifing  and  reproaching  true  reli- 
gion, and  a  itedfaft  adherence  to  its  laws.  It  gives  me 
great  concern  to  fay,  that  there  is  fo  much  pains  taken 
amongft  us,  to  give  countenance  to  profanity  ;  fo  that  it 
requires  no  fmall  meafure  of  courage  and  refolution  not  to 
be  afliamed  of  our  Matter's  crofs.  To  what  height  of 
wickednefs  are  thofe  arrived,  who  have  thus  inverted  the 
natural  order  of  things,  have  mattered  their  own  judg- 
ment, and  turned  their  reafon  upfide  down.  Glorious 
ambition  indeed !  to  have  made  fuch  a  progrefs  downward 
toward  the  brute  creation,  both  as  to  their  bodily  appetites 
and  the  fentiments  of  their  minds.  There  remaineth  but 
one  ftep  more  for  them  to  take,  viz. 

(8.)  Not  to  be  content  with  being  wicked  themfelves, 
but  to  ufe  all  their  art  and  influence  to  make  others  fo  too. 
This  is  to  be  zealous  in  finning,  and  induftrioufly  to  pro- 
mote  the  intereft  of  the  infernal  caufe.  How  often  do  we 
find  thofe  who  have  no  fear  of  God  before  their  own  eyes, 
ufe  their  utmott  endeavors  to  extinguifh  it  in  others,  to 
laugh  down  the  qualms  of  their  confciences,  and  break 
any  reluctance  they  may  feem  to  have  at  running  to  the 
fame  excefs  of  riot  with  themfelves  ?  Some  are  fo  emi- 
nent this  way  that  they  refemble  the  Pharifees  who  u  com- 
44  paffed  fea  and  land  to  make  one  profelyte,"  and  when 
they  had  made  him,  they  made  him  44  two-fold  more  the 
"  child  of  hell  than  themfelves."  So  will  zealots  in  vice, 
compafs  fea  and  land  to  make  a  profely te  to  the  devil    It 
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is  bird  to  tell  to  what  we  fhouki  attribute  this  extraordina- 
ry conduct.  Is  it  that  they  are  really  perfuaded  they  have 
made  a  wife  choice,  and  out  of  their  great  generofity  and 
affe&ion  to  their  brethren  are  willing  to  make  them  part- 
ners of  their  joy  ?  This  I  am  afraid  will  hardly  be  believ- 
ed by  any  reafonable  man.  It  is  more  probable,  that  as 
they  refemble  in  many  other  refpefts  their  father  the  devil. 
To  they  refemble  him  alfo  in  malice,  "  going  about  like 
"  roaring  lions,  feeking  whom  they  may  devour.*'  They 
already  begin  to  feel  their  mifery  by  fin,  and  defire  to  bring 
as  many  as  poflible  into  the  fame  condition,  as  a  wretched 
(and  indeed  miftaken)  fource  of  confolation  in  their  fu- 
ture wo. 

And  now  to  clofe  the  fcene,  thofe  who  have  thus  far 
hardened  themfelves  (hall  be  given  up  of  God  to  judicial 
blindnefs  of  mind,  and  hardnefs  of  heart.  When  this 
fentence  takes  place,  they  are  incapable  of  mercy,  and 
marked  out  as  veffcls  of  wrath,  fitted  to  deftru&ion.  That 
God  fometimes,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  lays  the  firmer 
under  this  awful  fentence,  is  evident  from  the  following 
paflages  of  fcripture,  Ifa.  vi.  10.  "  Make  the  heart  of  this 
41  people  fat,  and  make  their  eaTS  heavy,  and  fliut  their 
"  eyes  :  ltd  they  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their 
Cl  ears,  and  underftand  with  their  heart,  and  convert,  and 
"  be  healed.  John  xii.  39,  40-  "  Therefore  they  could 
"  not  believe,  becaufe  that  Efaias  faid  again,  he  hath  blind- 
"  ed  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their  heart ;  that  they  fhould 
€*  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  underftand  with  their  heart, 
41  and  be  converted,  and  I  fliould  heal  them."  Rom.  i.  28. 
44  And  even  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their 
u  knowledge,  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
4C  to  do  thofe  things  which  are  not  convenient."  2  Theff. 
ii.  11,  ia.  "  And  for  this  caufe  God  (hall  fend  them 
44  ftrong  delufions,  that  they  (hall  believe  a  lie ;  that  they 
u  all  might  be  damned,  who  believed  not  the  truth,  but 
44  had  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefs."  This  is  always  a 
confequence  of  their  former  obftinacy.  As  they  defpife 
and  trample  upon  his  mercy,  he  gives  them  over  to  them- 
felves and  the  matters  they  have  chofen ;  he  finiihes  the 
day  of  his  patience  and  long-fufiering,  and  devotes  them 
to  the  judgment  they  deferve. 
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And  now,  my  brethren,  view  (and  view  it  with  terror!) 
Ac  dreadful  confequence  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and 
by  what  fatal  fteps  it  leads  on  to  that  hardnefs  of  heart 
which  is  a  fare  prelude  of  eternal  mifery.  Who  that 
ventures  upon  the  practice  of  fin,  ever  intends  to  go  fo 
far  ?  They  mean  only  to  take  a  fhort  trial  of  the  plea- 
fures  of  vice ;  but  it  gains  upon  them  infenfibly,  and  fixes 
its  hold  ftili  fader  and  fader,  till  they  are  its  abfolute  flaves. 
I  (hall  conclude  this  illuftration  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin 
with  obferving,  that  there  is  an  exact  correfpondence  be- 
tween  the  progrefs  of  a  faint  in  holinefs  and  meetnefs  for 
heaven,  and  the  progrefs  of  a  wicked  man  in  fin,  and  his 
growing  fitnefs  and  preparation  for  hell.  A  new  con- 
vert  finds  it  hard  at  firft  to  feparate  himfelf  from  his  fins* 
and  confine  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of  duty ;  he  has 
ibme  relenting  thought  towards  his  lulls,  as  old  compani- 
ons from  which  he  is  to  part  forever.  Juft  fo  a  young 
and  unexperienced  finner  finds  fome  relu&ance  at  fin, 
fome  uneafinefs  from  the  challenges  of  continence,  and 

painful  forebodings  of  his  unknown  future  fate. A  good 

man  after  walking  fome  time  in  the  paths  of  virtue  finds 
the  way  become  fmoother  and  eafier,  and  ferves  God  with 
greater  conftancy,  and  with  greater  pleafure.  Juft  fo  the 
Jinner  finds  it  more  eafy,  through  time,  to  violate  his  con- 
fcience,  does  it  more  frequently,  and  with  lefs  remorfe. — 
A  good  man  foon  affociates  himfelf  with  the  excellent  ones 
of  the  earth,  he  is  inftru&ed  by  their  converfation,  em- 
boldened by  their  example,  and  aflilled  by  their  prayers. 
Juft  fo  the  finner  foon  finds,  or  is  found  out  by  thofe  who 
are  like  him  in  inclination ;  they  join  in  confederacy, 
adopt  each  others  principles,  and  follow  each  others  prac- 
tice.  A  good  man  in  time  is  thoroughly  confirmed, 

becomes  poffeft  of  a  prevailing  love  to  God  and  holinefs ; 
fo  that  it  is  his  very  nature,  his  delight,  as  well  as  duty. 
Juft  fo  the  finner,  in  procefs  of  time,  is  governed  by  his 
lulls :  they  acquire  that  authority  over  him  that  they  do 

not  folicit  but  demand  indulgence. A  good  man  is 

fortified  in  his  choice,  and  defpifes  the  fmiles  and  frowns 
of  a  corrupt  world.  Juft  fo  the  finner  lays  afide  fhame, 
apd  fays,  nay  but  I  will  do  that  which  hath  proceeded  out 
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of  my  mouth. A  good  man  is  filled  with  concern  for 

the  intereft  of  religion.  Juft  fo  the  finner  efpoufes  the 
caufe  of  profanity,  will  plead  it  in  his  convention,  and 
flrengthen  it  with  his  fubftance. — In  fine,  a  good  man  is 
at  laft  raifed  above  the  world,  his  heart  is  in  heaven,  and 
he  longs  to  be  carried  there.  Juft  fo  the  finner  fills  up  the 
meafure  of  his  iniquity  ;  the  infernal  pafilons  take  poiTeifi- 
on  of  the  whole  man,  he  becomes  weary  of  the  earth  for 
the  few  good  men  that  are  in  it,  and  is  fully  prepared  for 
the  language  of  blafphemy  and  defpair. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  general  head,  which 
was  to  confider  the  duty  which  is  founded  by  the  apoftle 
on  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  viz.  mutual  exhortation,  Ex- 
hort one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called,  to-day.  This  I 
fliall  do  by  fome  reflections  on  the  three  following  particu- 
lars, ill,  The  perfons  who  are  obliged  to  exhort  others. 
2dly,  The  feafon  in  which  this  duty  is  to  be  performed. 
And,  3dly,  The  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  performed, 
if  we  hope  to  do  it  with  fuccefs. 

i.  As  to  the  perfons  who  are  obliged  to  exhort  others. 
It  feems  in  this  paflage  to  be  laid  upon  Chriftians  in  gene- 
ral, without  any  exception,  exhort  one  another;  and  there 
is  little  doubt,  that  it  may  and  ought  to  be  underftood  in 
the  greateft  latitude.  This  is  perfedtly  confonant  to  the 
fpirit  of  true  religion,  to  our  relation  one  to  another,  and 
to  the  conftant  language  both  of  the  Old  and  New-Tefta- 
ment.  The  two  great  branches  of  practical  religion,  the 
heads  of  the  two  tables  of  the  moral  law,  arc  love  to  God 
and  love  to  man ;  and  as  our  love  to  man  ought  to  take 
its  rife  from  our  love  to  God,  fo  there  can  be  no  cxpreflion 
of  it  more  natural,  or  more  neceflary,  than  an  endeavor  to 
warn  them  of  the  deceitful  nature  and  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  fin.  This  is  a  duty  which  is  founded  with  the 
higheft  propriety  on  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  For  as  it  de- 
ludes the  finner  himfelf,  often  in  an  infenfible  manner, 
others  may  be  fuppofed  to  obferve  his  condition,  and  to 
fee  the  impofition  more  clearly,  and  are  therefore  obliged, 
by  the  .dictates  both  of  humanity  and  piety,  to  awaken 
him  as  it  were  from  his  lethargy,  and  admonUh  him  of 
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his  danger.  Oh,  my  brethren !  confider  how  clear  and 
unqueftionable  this  duty  appears  in  common  matters. 
Suppofe  any  man  were  to.obferve  an  apartment  on  fire, 
and  know  of  feveral  perfons  fleeping  over  it,  or  near  it,  in 
fecurity,  when  a  few  moments  delay  would  wrap  them  in 
the  flames,  what  a  monfler  of  injuilice  and  barbarity  would 
he  be  reckoned,  if  he  did  not  give  them  immediate  notice* 
that  they  might  flee  from  the  danger.  Is  the  danger  of  fin 
lefs  real  I  Is  it  lefs  terrible  ?  Juii  the  contrary.  The  loft 
of  fubflance,  or  the.  lofs  of  life,  by  fire  in  our  dwellings,  U 
not  once  to  be  compared  with  having  foul  and  body  for- 
ever tormented  in  the  fire  of  hell. 

Agreeably  to  this,  we  find  frequent  mention  of  this 
duty  both  in  the  Old  and  New-Teftament.  It  is  a  pre* 
cept  in  the  Levittcal  law,  Lev.  xix.  17.  u  Thou  ihalt  not 
"  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart ;  thou  fhalt  in  any  wife 
"  rebuke  thy  neighbor,  and  not  fuffer  fin  upon  him."  Prov, 
ix.  8.  "—Rebuke  a  wife  man,  and  he  will  love  thee." 
PhiL  ii.  4.  "  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things, 
44  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others."  Heb.  x. 
24.  "  And  let  us  confider  one  another  to  provoke  unto 
"  love,  and  to  good  works." 

There  is  no  doubt,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  duty, 
however  general,  lies  with  peculiar  and  heavier  obligations 
on  fome  than  on  others,  and  varies  a  little  according  to 
the  different  relations  we  (land  in  to  one  another.  You 
will  eafily  be  fenfible  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  thofe  who 
have  the  minifiry  of  reconciliation  committed  to  them, 
who  are  entrulied  with  the  charge  of  precious  fouls,  to  be 
urgent  and  earnelt  in  their  exhortations,  to  all  without 
exception ;  to  be  at  all  proper  pains  to  fit  themfelves  for 
awakening  the  attention,  enlightening  the  underftanding, 
and  convincing  the  confciences  of  their  hearers.  It  is 
their  duty  to  do  what  in  them  lies,  to  trace  the  fubtil 
workings  and  windings  of  the  human  heart,  and  to  know 
the  depths  of  Satan,  as  the  fcripture  expreffes  it,  to  de- 
clare the  whole  counfel  of  God,  and  keep  back  nothing 
that  is  profitable  for  their  hearers.  It  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  you  ought  to  hear  them  with  patience  and  attention ;. 
that  they  have  a  right  to  fpeak  with  freedom  and  boldnef* 
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^0  perfons  of  every  rank  and  chara&er  ;  and  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  particular  fire  and  edge  in  their  exhortati- 
ons, iince  they  watch  for  your  fouls  as  thofe  who  mull  give 
an  account  unto  God. 

There  is  alfo  a  particular  obligation  upon  fuperiors  of 
all  forts,  whether  in  office,  as  magiflrates  ;  in  liation,  as 
perfons  of  wealth  and  opulence ;  in  years,  as  thofe  whom 
time  and  experience  fliould  have  enriched  with  folid  wif- 
dom  ;  in  relation,  as  parents  and  mailers  of  families,  to 
be  frequent  in  exhorting  others,  and  warning  them  of  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  It  is  laid  upon  them,  and  ex  petted 
of  them,  that  they  ihould  not  live  to  themfelves,  that  they 
ihould  not  fatisfy  themfelves  with  exacting  and  looking  for 
the  refpeft  and  deference  which  is  their  due ;  but  that  they 
ought  to  exert  themfelves,  in  giving  ufeful  inltru&ion  or 
falutary  admonition  to  all  who  are  within  their  fphere. 
Is  fin  fo  deceitful  ?  Are  the  unwary  and  ignorant  fo  ear 
fily  mifled,  and  fo  hardly  recovered  ?  Then  furely  thofe 
who  ought  to  excel  others  in  knowledge,  ihould  be  care- 
ful to  impart  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  weak.  Undoubtedly, 
my  brethren,  it  is  not  only  a  Chriflian,  but  a  noble  and 
amiable  charafter,  for  thofe  who  are  exalted  above  others, 
to  be  full  of  compafiion  to  their  inferiors,  and  in  their 
whole  converfation  breathing  a  defire  after  their  fpiritual 
good. 

But  it  is  alfo  plainly  a  part  of  Chriflian  friendfhip,  even 
for  equals  to  exhort  one  another,  and  kindly  to  commu- 
nicate their  mutual  experience  in  the  fpiritual  life.  "  The 
u  lips  of  the  righteous  (we  are  told  by  Solomon)  feed  ma- 
"  ny."  O  how  rare  and  difficult  a  duty  !  But  wherefore 
Ihould  it  be  either  difficult  or  rare  ?  The  Love  of  God 
leads  to  it.  The  ft  ate  of  your  brethren  requires  it.  And 
furely  it  is  neither  unpleafant  nor  hurtful  to  him  that  per- 
forms it.  I  am  fenfible  where  the  difficulty  lies.  We 
fuppofe  there  are  few  who  will  hear  it  with  patience,  or 
receive  it  with  profit.  Alas !  my  brethren,  it  is  too  true, 
we  hear  on  all  hands,  complaints,  that  people  will  not 
take  advice ;  that  they  are  but  offended,  inllead  of  being 
reformed.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  is  as  much  owing  to 
the  manner  of  giving,  as  to  the  backwardnefs  of  receiving 
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coimfel.  However,  we  fhall  allow  the  obje&ion  ;  and 
fince  the  duty  is  mutual,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  reckoned 
wandering  from  the  fubjett,  if  I  befeech  you  to  fubmit  to 
one  anothers  exhortation.  We  all  (land  in  need  of  it  5 
we  may  all  be  the  better  for  it.  What  though  it  be  ad- 
miniftered  imprudently  or  harfhly  for  the  manner ;  nay* 
though  it  may  flow  from  envy,  pride,  or  malice,  as  the 
principle ;  you  will  lofe  nothing  by  hearkening  to  the 
counfel.  I  do  not  remember  any  thing  recorded  more 
truly  glorious  for  a  monarch,  than  what  we  are  told  of 
Philip  of  Macedon,  that  he  heard  reproofs  not  only  with 
patience,  but  with  pleafure  :  and  I  am  fure,  there  is  no- 
thing more  like  "a  Chriftian,  than  to  profit,  not  only  by 
the  admonitions  of  friends,  but  by  the  reproaches  of  ene- 
mies. If  they  are  juft,  reform  what  is  amifs ;  if  they  are 
probable,  abftain  from  the  appearance  of  evil :  if  they  are 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  fubmit  to  them  widi  pati- 
ence, as  a  part  of  the  will  of  God. 

2.  I  come  now  to  confider  the  feafon  in  which  the  duty 
of  mutual  exhortation  is  to  be  performed,  Exhort  one 
another  daily \  while  it  is  called,  to-day.  By  which  we 
are  to  understand,  that  it  is  to  be  done  frequently,  and 
without  delay.  This,  my  brethren,  will  perfe&ly  ac- 
commodate the  fubjeft  of  thisdifcourfe  to  our  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  when  entering  on  another  year.  We  have  many 
admonitions  of  the  quick  pafiage  of  time ;  and  all  thefe 
ferve  to  enforce  the  exhortation  of  the  wife  man,  Ecclef. 
ix.  10.  "  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
u  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  know- 
44  ledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goeft." 
If  any  hearer  has  received  a  convi&ion  of  the  deceitful- 
nefs  of  fin,  or  the  duty  of  mutual  exhortation,  he  ought 
ferioufly  to  confider,  that  the  prefent  time  only  is  his  ; 
that  he  knoweth  not  what  a  day  or  a  night  may  bring 
forth  ;  and  that  delaying  or  poflponing  what  he  may  do 
at  prefent,  is  at  the  poffible  or  probable  hazard  of  its  be- 
ing left  undone  for  ever.  I  befeech  you,  my  brethren,  to 
make  this  ufe  of  the  commencement  of  another  year. 
There  is  no  difference,  in  one  fenfe,  between  one  day 
and  another,  as  much  of  life  is  fpent,  and  as  much  of  our 
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dying  frame  is  wafted  in  one  day  as  in  another;  but  our 
computation  and  reckoning  of  revolving  years,  by  the 
principal  feafons,  only  helps  us  to  mark  the  conftant, 
though  filent  paflage  of  time,  which,  like  a  flowing  river, 
is  bearing  us  all  down  into  the  ocean  of  eternity.  Has 
any  of  us  then  a  relation,  friend,  or  child,  to  whofe  eter- 
nal intereft  he  defires,  or  fees  it  to  be  his  duty  to  contri- 
bute ?  let  him  be  fpeedy  and  diligent,  whether  by  inftruc- 
tion,  admonition,  example,  or  even  prayer :  you  know  not 
how  fhort  a  time  the  opportunity  may  lad.  By  and  by 
all  thefe  relations  fhall  be  difTolvcd.  How  many  who 
were  with  us  lad  year,  are  now  fleeping  in  the  duft ;  their 
ftate  irrevocably  fixed  for  eternity,  either  entered  into  reft, 
and  happy  in  their  Redeemer's  prefence,  or  referved  in 
chains  of  darlcnefs,  and  looking  forward,  with  defpair  and 
terror,  to  the  general  judgment.  No  warning  of  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  of  fin  there ;  they  know  it,  and  feel  it,  in  in- 
ward reproach,  and  everlafting  felf-condemnation.  No 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  there  ;  no  hope  of  recovery,  or 
place  for  repentance  there  :  fo  that  we  may  juftly  addrefs 
every  hearer  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle 
Paul,  2  Cor.  vi.  i,  2.  u  We  then,  as  workers  together 
44  with  him,  befeech  you  alfo,  that  you  receive  not  the 
44  grace  of  God  in  vain.  For  he  faith,  I  have  heard  thee 
44  in  a  time  accepted,  and  in  the  day  of  falvation  have  I 
14  fuccored  thee :  behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time ;  be- 
44  hold,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation." 

I  fhall  only  add,  that  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and  the 
precarioufnefs  of  time,  are  confiderations  which  ferve 
greatly  to  ftrengthen  one  another.  As  time  waftes,  the 
finner  hardens ;  not  only  is  the  feafon  paffing  away,  but 
the  work  is  becoming  ftill  more  difficult,  and,  at  laft,  as  1 
havelhown  before,  inthecourfe  of  nature,  and  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  God,  totally  impoffible.  It  is  the  danger  of 
a  hardened  ftate,  that  the  apoftle  urges;  particularly  in  this 
paflage,  as  the  argument  to  diligence,  But  exhort  one  a- 
notber  daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day  /  lest  any  of  you  be 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin.  And,  indeed, 
elfe where,  we  are  cautioned  againft  delay,  for  the  fame 
reaforu    Thus,  in  Pfel.  xcv.  7,  8,  which  is  cited  a  few 
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verfes  after  the  text,  €< — To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voices 
"  harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provocation,  and  as  in 
44  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wildernefs." 

3,  Let  us  confider  the  manner  in  which  this  exhortati- 
on muft  be  given,  if  we  hope  to  do  it  with  fuccefs.  And, 
here,  I  muft  acknowledge,  there  is  fo  great  a  variety  of 
cafes,  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  or  almoft  im- 
poflible,  diftin&ly,  to  enumerate  them  all,  and  give  thfc 
different  directions  that  are  fuited  to  each ;  there  muft  be 
a  great  difference  in  the  manner,  according  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed.  Superiors  of  all  forts,  magiftrates,  minifters,  and 
heads  of  families,  may,  and  ought  to  reprove,  both  with 
authority  and  feverity,  becaufe  the  end  is  not  fingly  the 
reformation  of  an  individual,  but  the  prefervation  of  others, 
and  the  general  good :  nay,  even  private  Chriftians  may 
often  be  called  to  reprove,  in  much  the  fame  manner  as  a 
public  teftimony  of  their  abhorrence  of  fin :  they  may 
have  it,  chiefly,  in  view,  to  fave  or  edify  the  by-ftanders, 
by  refuting  the  calumnies  of  an  enemy,  bearing  down  tri- 
umphant wickednefs,  ordifgracingan  openfa&or  for  the 
devil. 

But  as  I  reckon  the  pafiage  of  fcripture,  which  is  the 
fubjcttof  my  difcourfe,  has  an  eye,  chiefly,  to  brotherly 
admonition,  for  the  benefit  of  the  perfon  concerned,  I 
Hull  Jul!  mention  fome  of  the  mod  important  dire&ions 
for  doing  it  with  fuccefs.  Thefe  fhall  be  both  negative 
and  pofitive. 

ill.  You  ought  not  to  reprove  at  an  uncertainty,  upon 
bare  rumor  and  fufpicion.  This  is  what  many  people 
have  done,  and  thereby  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft  all 
the  pains  they  have  bellowed.  Where  men  are  reproved 
in  the  wrong  place,  or  for  what  they  either  are  not  guilty 
of,  or  are  much  lefs  guilty  than  is  fuppofed,  it  often  puts 
them  upon  felf  juftificaticn,  and  hardens  them  againfl  all 
reproof  for  the  time  to  come. 

2flly.  It  ought  not  to  be  done  when  the  offending  per- 
fon is  in  an  ill  temper  to  receive  it.  Though  no  time 
ought  to  be  loft  in  dtfing  what  good  we  can  to  our  neigh- 
bor, efpecially  to  the  precious  foul ;  yet  it  is  worfe  than 
lofing  time  to  attempt  it,  when  he  is  in  a  difpolition  to  re- 
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jeft  it :  for  example,  it  is  ufually  improper  prefently  after 
the  fin  is  committed,  becaufe  then  the  heat  is  not  over, 
nor  the  uproar  of  the  paflions  and  affettions  appeafed. 
Many  a  domeftic  reproof  is  thrown  away  in  this  manner. 
Perhaps,  a  hufband  comes  home  difordered  in  liquor,  and 
his  wife  meets  him  with  a  furly  countenance,  and  re- 
proachful language  ;  the  offence  is  too  recently  taken  by 
her  to  fpeak  with  meeknefs,  and  the  provocation  too  re- 
cently given  by  him  to  hear  with  patience :  hence  dif- 
fenGons  and  quarrels  arife ;  and,  perhaps,  he  is  hardened 
in  his  fin,  by  thinking  he  hath  greater  caufe  to  be  difplea- 
fed  with  his  wife  for  the  frowardnefs  of  her  temper,  than 
flie  has  to  be  difpleafed  with  him  for  his  intemperance. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  by  waiting 
till  the  return  of  calmnefs  and  refle&ion,  the  fin  may  be 
fet  in  fiich  a  light,  as  to  carry  convi&ion  to  the  confei- 
ence,  and,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  prove  the  means  of  re- 
formation.   Many  are  the  admirable  remarks  of  Solomon 
on  this  and  the  like  fubjefts ;  particularly,  Prov.  xv.  23. 
41  A  word  fpoken  in  due  feafon,  hew  good  is  it !" 

3dly,  We  are  not  to  reprove  thofe  whom  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  to  be  fuch  defperate  wretches,  that  they 
would  be  but  the  more  exafperated,  and  fin  in  the  more 
daring  manner,  on  account  of  the  reproof.  To  thefe  it 
would  be  no  adl  of  love  and  charity,  as  it  would  provoke 
them  to  diflionor  God  flill  more  highly,  and  fo  heap  dill 
heavier  loads  of  wrath  and  vengeance  on  their  own  heads. 
It  is  a  faying  of  Augulline,  one  of  the  fathers :  '  If  we  there- 

*  fore  abftain  from  admonilhing  wicked  men,  becaufe  the 
1  feafon  does  not  fufler  it,  or,  we  fear,  they  may  become 

*  worfe  by  it,  that  feems  to  be  the  counfel  of  charity.* 
And  alas  !  how  many  are  there,  who,  when  they  are  re- 
proved for  their  fins,  though  very  juflly,  are  prefently 
kindled  into  a  rage,  fall  ablafpheming  and  railing  at  piety, 
and  all  that  profefs  it,  and  feem  more  confirmed  than 
ever  in  their  hatred  and  oppofition  to  it.  Therefore  we 
arc  exprefsly  warned  of  the  danger  of  this  by  Solomon, 
Prov.  ix.  7.  "  He  that  proveth  a  fcorner,  getteih  to  him- 
"  felf  fhame  ;    and  he  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man,  get- 

• "  teth  him  felf  a  blot,"  And,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  our  blcf- 
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fed  Saviour,  Matt.  vii.  6.  cC  Give  not  that  which  is  holy 
44  unto  the  dogs,  neither  call  ye  your  pearls  before  ftvine, 
"  left  they  trample  then)  under  their  feet,  and  turn  again 
"  and  rend  you."  On  the  other  hand,  pofitively,  when 
reproof  or  exhortation  are  adminiftered, 

i  ft,  It  (hould  be  made  appear,  as  much  as  poffible,  to 
flow  from  love  and  affection  as  its  principle.  It  is  plain 
that  this  ought  to  be  its  principle,  in  order  to  its  being  a 
duty  acceptable  to  God ;  and  there  will  be  little  hope  of 
its  fuccefs  with  men,  unlefs  this  appear  to  their  convi&i- 
on.  It  would,  indeed,  be  greater  perfection  to  profit  by 
the  malicious  inve&ives  of  enemies ;  but  every  body  will 
allow,  that  is  not  ordinarily  to  be  expe&ed ;  for  this  rea- 
fon,  all  oftentation  and  vain  glory  is  carefully  to  be  avoid* 
ed,  and  every  thing  that  may  look  like  only  aflfetting  fu- 
periority  ;  for  the  fame  reafon,  it  fhould,  in  all  ordinary 
cafes,  be  done  in  as  fecret  a  manner  as  circumftances 
will  permit  it.  The  cafe  of  public  offences,  to  be  fure, 
muft  be  excepted ;  concerning  which  we  are  told, a  Them 
44  that  fin,  rebuke  before  all,  that  others  alfo  may  fear." 
But,  in  other  cafes,  not  only  of  private  injury,  but  of  pri- 
vate fins,  the  rule  of  our  Saviour  is  to  be  obferved,  Matth. 
xviii.  15.  " — If  thy  brother  fhall  trefpafs  againft  thee,  go 
44  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone  ;  if 
44  he  fhall  hear  thee,  thou  haft  gained  thy  brother."  I  can- 
not fay  all  that  might  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft  ;  but  nothing 
can  be  of  greater  importance,  than,  if  poffible,  to  fliow 
that  it  flows  from  love  :  for,  where  the  offender  is  truly 
convinced  of  this,  even  though  he  fhould  not  be  reformed, 
it  is  very  feldom  that  he  is  difpleafed.     Therefore, 

2dly,  As  it  ought  to  flow  from  love  as  the  principle,  fo 
it  ought  to  be  conduced  with  meeknefs  in  the  fame  man* 
ner.  No  railing  or  reviling  expreffions,  which  will  look 
like  the  wounds  of  an  enemy,  to  deftroy,  and  not  the  balm 
of  a  phyfician,  to  cure.  Therefore  the  Apoftle  gives  us  ad- 
vice, in  the  following  terms,  Gal.  vi.  1.  4<  Brethren,  if  a 
44  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  which  are  fpiritual,  re- 
44  ftore  Rich  an  one  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  :  confidering 
44  thyfcH;  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted,"  This  laft  expreflion 
gives  an  Inimitable  beauty  to  the  apoftolic  counfel.     Our 
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own  fins  fhould  fill  us  with  compaflion  as  much  as  refent- 
ment  againft  Tinners,  and  Ihould  make  us  take  the  fame 
gentle  methods  with  others  that  we  would  with  to  be  taken 
with  ourfelves,  if  we  were  in  their  condition.  We  are  of 
the  fame  nature,  liable  to  the  fame  temptations,  and,  if 
left  of  God,  may  eafily  fall  into  the  fame  mifcarriages. 
Befides,  as  it  is  mod  fuitable  to  our  (late  and  character,  fo 
it  is  moft  likely  to  have  a  proper  effect.  Meek  and  gentle 
admonitions  will  penetrate  the  heart,  when  rough  and 
clamorous  reproofs  will  be  rejefted  and  defpifed.  Thus 
Solomon  fays,  Prov.  xxv.  15,  u  By  long  forbearing  is  a 
M  prince  perfuaded,  and  a  foft  tongue  breaketh  the  bone." 
And,  Chap.  xv.  1,  "  A  foft  anfwer  turneth  away  wrath, 
w  but  grievous  words  ftir  up  anger. " 

3<My>  Reproof  fhould  be  given  with  fome  degree  of  zeal 
as  well  as  meeknefs ;  we  fhould  avoid  the  extreme  of  re- 
miflhcfs  as  well  as  feverity.  A  flight  carelefs  reproof  is 
often  worfe  than  none ;  for  it  is  ready  to  make  the  offen- 
der think  lightly  of  his  own  offence.  There  mull,  there- 
fore, be  fuch  evident  weight  and  concern  of  fpirit,  as  may 
fcrve  to  evidence  as  well  his  danger  as  your  own  love. 
For  this  reafon,  1  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  fpeaking  in 
away  of  jeft,  and  merriment,  on  fins  of  an  atrocious  na- 
ture is  deeply  criminal,  and  highly  pernicious.  Solomon 
tells  us,  "  Fools  make  a  mock  at  fin."  Though  a  turn 
to  raillery  and  pleafantnefs  of  temper  is  reckoned  a  very 
harmlefs  as  well  as  agreeable  difpofition ;  yet  great  care 
ought  to  be  taken  of  the  fubjetts  on  which  it  is  exercifed. 
It  is  only  fmaller  weakneffes  that  ought  to  be  treated  in 
this  manner.  Sins  againft  God  ihould  be  treated  with  a 
gravity  and  ferioufnefs  from  the  importance  of  their  na- 
ture and  effefts.  I  fhall  give  an  inftance  of  this.  Swear- 
ing, and  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  is  fometimes 
ridiculed,  inftead  of  being  reproved.  This  feldom  has 
a  good  efled.  The  crime  is  of  fo  atrocious  a  nature,  and 
fo  dire€t  an  affault  upon  the  majefty  of  God,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  treated  lightly,  as  only  a  fmall  indecorum,  or 
breach  of  good  manners.  It  ought,  indeed,  to  be  defpifed 
far  its  folly  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  ought  to  be  deeply 
abhorred  for  its  guilt. 
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4thly,  In  the  laft  place,  In  admonifhing  one  another 
for  particular  fins,  we  fhould  dill  keep  in  view  the  fource 
of  .all  fin,  a  polluted  nature  ;  and  the  great  danger  of  die 
firmer,  as  in  a  finful  (late.  Though  particular  mifcar- 
riages  may  give  the  occafion,  it  is  of  fmall  moment  to 
convince  them  of  the  folly  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  practice,  un- 
lefs  you  point  out  to  them  the  neceffity  of  repentance,  in 
general,  upon  evangelical  principles.  I  have  rarely  feen 
that  any  arguments  were  fufficient  to  reform  a  finner  of 
any  particular  fault  he  was  once  addicted  to,  but  thofe 
drawn  from  eternity,  and  the  awful  effefts  of  the  difplea- 
fure  of  a  holy  God.  Prefent  inconveniencies,  however 
great,  foon  lofe  their  efFeft,  and  are  quite  unequal  to  com- 
bat a  vicious  inclination,  or  wreftle  with  the  power  of 
habit.  But,  though  it  were  otherwise,  what  a  fmall  matter 
is  it  to  cure  a  man  of  being  a  drunkard,  or  a  fwearer,  or  a 
whoremonger,  if  dill  you  leave  him  a  Have  to  fin,  upon 
the  whole,  a  fervant  of  the  devil,  and  an  heir  of  hell  ?  It 
is  plainly  with  a  view  to  the  final  confequences  of  fin,  that 
the  Apollle  recommends  mutual  exhortation  in  this  paf- 
fage,  Exhort  one  another  daily ,  while  it  is  called,  to-day  ; 
lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin. 
Would  you,  therefore,  admonifh  any  perfon  to  his  real 
profit?  make  ufe  of  particulars,  to  convince  him  of  the 
evil  of  all  fin,  as  fuch,  and  its  power  and  influence  over 
him  by  nature.  When  you  reprove  him  for  any  fault  he 
has  committed,  fliew  him  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and 
where,  if  he  do  not  fpeedily  flop,  he  will  be  landed  at  laft. 
Let  his  eternal  ftate  be  the  motive  that  urges  you  to  the 
duty,  and  let  the  fame  great  confideration  be  made  ufe  of 
to  carry  home  the  inllruflion  with  power  and  efficacy  upon 
his  heart. 

5thly,  In  the  laft  place,  Let  thofe  who  would  acquit 
thcmfelves  of  this  duty,  in  a  proper  manner,  be  particu- 
larly watchful  and  circumfpedt  in  their  own  conduct.  It 
is  evident,  that  nothing  can  be  more  unfuitable,  than  for 
thofe,  who  take  upon  them  to  admonifh  others,  to  be 
grofsly  and  vifibly  blameable  themfelves.  It  is,  indeed, 
(o  intolerable,  that  nobody  can  bear  their  inftru£tions  with 
patience.     You  know,  from  daily  experience,  that  recri- 
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initiation  is  the  firft  thing  to  which  thofe  who  are  repre- 
hended betake  themfelves.     The  moment  they  tre  chal- 
lenged, the  reply  is  ready,  Why,  you  yourfelf,  do  fo  and 
fa,  or,  perhaps,   worfe.     So  prone  are  they  to  this,  that 
many  times  they  will  upbraid  men  with  innocent  or  lawful 
things,  as  if  they  were  faults,  to  cover  their  own  guilty 
practice.     Now,  if  this  is  the  cafe,  how  much  more  hurt- 
fill  mod  it  be  for  thofe,  who  reprove  others,  to  be  really 
liable  to  juft  accufation  themfelves,  and,  perhaps  upon 
the  lame  fubjeft  ?     Therefore  our  Saviour  fays,  with  the 
greateft  ftrength  and  propriety,  Luke  vi.  41,  42,  "  And 
**  why  beholdeft  thou  the  mote  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye, 
"  but  perceived  not  the  beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  ? 
"  lather,  how  canft  thou  fay  to  thy  brother,  Brother,  let 
"  me  pull  out  the  mote  that  is  in  thine  eye,  when  thou, 
**  thyfclf," beholdeft  not  the  beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  ? 
"  Thou  hypocrite,  caft  out  firft  the  beam  out  of  thine  own 
u  eye,  and  then  (halt  thou  fee  clearly  to  pull  out  the  mote 
M  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye :"     Perhaps,  my  brethren, 
ibme  of  you  are  faying  within  yourfelves:  Alas!  you  have 
now  deftroyed  the  whole  effeft  of  what  has  been  urged,  at 
fo  great  length,  on  the  duty  of  mutual  exhortation ;  for 
where  is  the  man  that  is  without  fin,  to  reprove  his  neigh- 
bor ?     My  brethren,  no  doubt  we  have  all  fuch  failings 
as  ought  to  make  us  do  it  with  meeknefs  and  felf-denial ; 
yet  furely  we  both  may  and  ought  to  walk  fo  circumfpedt- 
ly,  as  not  to  be  juftly  liable  to  heavy  accufations.  Though 
there  is  no  holding  of  intemperate  tongues,  yet,  furely, 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  converfation  becoming  the  gof- 
pel,  which  will  entitle  the  fervant  of  Chrift  to  appear  with 
fome  meafure  of  courage  in  his  matter's  caufe ;  nay,  and 
fuch  an  habitual  love  of  mankind,  as  may  fometimes  open 
their  ears  to  his  falutary  counfel.     And,  believe  it,  thofe 
who  begin  to  make  confcience  of  their  duty  to  their  neigh- 
bor, either  in  a  family,  or  a  wider  fphere,  will  find  its  pow- 
erful and  happy  influence  as  a  rellraint  upon  their  own 
conduit     They  will  be  naturally  led  to  double  their  dili- 
gence, left  their  example  (hould  unhappily  fruftrate  the 

efle&  of  their  reproofs. One  particular  more  I  mull 

add,  that  the  next  thing  to  being  always  iu  the  right,  is  to 
Vol.  II.  L 
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be  humble,  and  ready  to  confefs  when  you  have  been  in 
the  wrong.  This  alfo  is  a  fcripture  precept,  James  v.  16, 
44  Confefs  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for 
44  another,  that  ye  may  be  heated."  I  am  perfuadcd  that 
few  things  would  add  greater  weight  to  any  perfon's  ad- 
monitions, than  his  being  willing  to  confefs,  and  ready 
to  amend,  any  thing  that  was  pointed  out  to  him  as  blame- 
able  in  his  own  condudt 

I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  practical 
application  of  what  has  been  faid.     And, 

1.  From  what  has  been  laud,  you  may  fee  the  great  cor- 
ruption and  depravity  of  our  nature.  I  look  upon  it  as 
of  great  moment  to  have  a  deep  and  growing  convi&ion 
of  this  truth.  It  is  the  language  of  fcripture,  it  is  the  lan- 
guage of  experience,  and  it  is  the  parent  of  humility.  I 
obferved,  in  the  beginning  of  my  difcourfe  on  this  fubjedt, 
and  it  appears  from  every  thing  that  has  been  faid  upon 
it,  that  the  deceitful nefs  of  fin  is  but  another  ex  predion  for 
the  treachery  of  the  human  heart.  In  vain  would  the  ob- 
jects of  fin  appear  before  us;  in  vain  would  Satan  and  his 
cmiltaries  prefent  their  felicitations,  if  our  own  inclinati- 
on did  not  plead  powerfully  in  their  favor.  To  be  deep- 
ly convinced  of  this,  will  lead  to  the  exercife  of  penitence, 
and  to  felt- denial,  which  is  the  beft  mean  of  our  fupport 
and  preservation.  If  the  deceitftilnefs  of  fin  lies  chiefly 
in  ourfclves,  that  man  will  guard  againfl  it  in  the  mod  ef- 
fectual manner,  who  has  learned  to  fear  himfelf  as  his 
own  greatcti  enemy. 

2.  From  what  has  been  faid,  let  us  be  led  to  flriftnefs 
and  frequency  in  felf-examination.  If  fin  is  fo  deceitful, 
it  may  eaiilv  lurk  unobserved  Self-knowledge  is  a  ftudy 
of  as  great  difficulty  as  importance.  You  have  heard 
what  artful  diiguites  fin  puts  on,  and  how  dreadfully  fome 
have  been  k\l  allray.  The  veiy  beft  duties  may  be  pol- 
luted by  linful  motives,  and  the  very  word  things  may  be 
done  by  an  erring  confeience,  of  which  we  may  juftly  fay, 
wi:h  our  Saviour,  Matth.  vi.  23,  " — If  therefore  the  light 
"  that  is  in  thee  be  darknefs,  how  mttjt  that  daricnefs!'' 
The  rid  hca:hen  precept,  "Ki^MlgMMtfs  reckoned 
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fo  excellent  a  faying,  that  they  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  revela- 
tion from  Heaven.  And,  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  we  have 
many  exhortations  to  felf-examination.  I  (hall  only  men- 
tion diat  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  "  Examine 
€l  yourfelves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith ;  prove  your  own 
44  felves :  know  ye  not  your  own  felves,  how  that  Jefus 
*4  Chrift  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?"  Nay,  af- 
ter all  our  pains  to  examine  ourfelves,  there  ought  to  re. 
main  fuch  a  fufpicion  of  our  own  treachery,  as  fliould 
make  us  intreat,  humbly  and  earneftly,  the  more  impartial 
trial  of  a  heart-fearching  God,  Pfal.  xix.  12.  u  Who  can 
"  underfland  his  errors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret 
"  faults.1'  Pfal.  exxxix.  23,  24.  "  Search  me,  O  God ! 
"  and  know  my  heart :  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts : 
u  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  we 
"  in  the  way  everlafting." 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  let  me  befeech  all,  but 
efpecially  young  perfons,  to  beware  of  the  beginnings  of 
fin.  It  may  be  faid  of  fin,  in  general,  as  Solomon  fays  of 
ftrife,  "the  beginning  of  it  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water." 
Beware  of  all  that  difcourfe  which  tends  to  give  you  flight 
thoughts  of  any  fin.  Sometimes  men  confider  fins  as 
fmall  fins,  and  therefore  tolerable.  Many  parents  have 
thought  it  wrong  to  check  their  children  for  the  follies  and 
levities  of  youth,  and  have  found,  to  their  melancholy  ex- 
perience, that  when  follies  had  been  fuffcred  to  ripen  into 
crimes,  they  bad  taken  too  deep  hold  to  be  rooted  up. 
Many  make  light  of  fin  by  comparifon.  How  common 
is  the  pretence  of  the  drunkards  :  We  are  harming  nobo- 
dy ;  we  are  not  fpeaking  ill  of  our  neighbors ;  we  are  not 
opprefling  the  poor.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are  foon  led 
to  curling  and  blafphemy ;  and,  perhaps,  by  their  riotous 
living,  they  are  unable  to  pay  their  juft  debts,  rob  the  in- 
duftrious  poor  of  their  right,  and,  for  the  indulgence  of  a 
beaftly  appetite,  bring  their  own  offspring  to  beggary  and 
ruin.  Such  is  the  behavior  of  many  of  your  harmlefs 
people;  men  of  fecial  friendly  difpofitions,  that,  if  you 
believe  them,  would  not  wrong  their  neighbor  of  a  farthing 
to  their  knowledge  ;  and  yet  it  would  be  happy  for  any 
man  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  highway  robbers,  rather  than 
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into  their  focicty.  How  fliort-fighted  men  are !  they  not 
only  forget  to  look  forward  to  the  other  world,  but  look 
not  even  to  any  diflance  in  this.  From  time  to  time  we 
are  made  fools  by  fin,  which  never  afks  more  of  us  than 
the  prefent  compliance;  yet,  if  this  Is  granted,  never 
leaves  us  till  our  ftate  is  irrecoverable.  What  reafon  have 
all  to  be  afraid  of  that  deplorable  hardnefs  of  heart  which 
is  the  confequence  of  the  continued  indulgence  of  fin.  Let 
tts  never  confider  any  fin  by  itfelf,  but  together  with  that 
ugly  train  which  it  draws  behind  it ;  and,  then,  though 
our  falfe  hearts  might  plead  for  the  indulgence  of  a  fingle 
luft,  they  may  not  be  fo  willing  to  fubmit  to  that  deluge 
of  vice  which  follows  fad  at  its  heels. 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  I  {hall  clofe  the  fubjeft,  by  addreff- 
ing  an  exhortation  to  thofe  of  my  hearers,  who  have  been 
long  and  hardened  finners ;  who  have  many  habits  of  vice 
cleaving  to  them  ;  who  have  hitherto  defpifed  the  gofpel, 
and  even  fat  in  the  feat  of  the  fconifiil.  No  doubt,  you 
have  heard,  in  vain,  and,  perhaps,  with  contempt,  many 
exhortations  of  this  kind  before  ;  and  therefore,  there  is, 
humanly  fpeaking,  but  little  hope,  that  any  thing  I  can 
fay  will  have  the  effeft.  However,  as  our  blefled  and  gra- 
cious Mafter  has  commanded  his  gofpel  to  be  preached  to 
every  creature,  this  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  is 
able,  by  his  Spirit  accompanying  the  word,  to  lay  the 
proudeft  and  the  boldeft  of  his  enemies  proftrate  at  his 
feet ;  let  me  befeech  you,  in  his  name,  to  hear,  that  your 
fouls  may  live.  Why  will  you  longer  continue  at  enmity 
with  him,  while  he  is  offering  you  mercy?  Nay,  he  is 
treating  you  with  mercy  in  every  inftance  of  his  kind  pro- 
vidence, in  the  renewed  meflages  of  his  blefled  word,  and 
in  his  dying  agonies  on  the  accurfed  tree  !  Have  you  been 
long  wedded  to  fin  ?  he  is  able  to  fet  you  free ;  he  came 
to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  is  able  to  knock  off 
the  ftrongeft  fetters,  and  reftore  liberty  to  the  mod  forrow- 
ful  captive.  "  We,  then,  as  workers  together  with  him, 
"  befeech  you  alfo,  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in 
"  vain."  Remember,  on  the  other  hand,  I  befeech  you, 
the  dreadful  vengeance  that  awaits  the  defpifersof  the  gof- 
pel    If  you  (lill  refufe  the  gracious  offer ;  if  you  will  not 
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fuffer  his  mercy  to  be  glorified  in  your  recovery,  his  holu 
nefe,  power,  and  juftice,  ihall  be  illuftrated  in  your  perdi- 
tion. Time  is  haftening  away ;  judgment  is  haftening 
on ;  no  refuting  to  appear  at  that  bar ;  no  deceiving  or 
biafling  that  judge ;  no  room  to  efcape ;  no  fource  of  con- 
folation  under  that  fentence.  How  infupportable  the  re- 
flection on  opportunity  irrecoverably  loft !  And  how  ter- 
rible the  fan&ion  which  follows  upon  the  offer  of  mercy ! 
You  may  read  it,  Prov.  i.  24,  31.  "  Becaufe  I  have 
44  called,  and  ye  refufed,  I  have  ftretched  out  my  hand, 
44  and  no  man  regarded  :  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my 
44  counfel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof:  I  alio  will 
41  laugh  at  your  calamity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear 
44  cometh.  When  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and 
44  your  deftru&ion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ;  when  diftrefe 
44  and  anguifh  cometh  upon  you.  Then  lhall  they  cfcll 
44  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  anfwer ;  they  lhall  feek  me 
"  early,  but  they  fhall  not  find  me :  for  that  they  hated 
44  knowledge,  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  They 
44  would  none  of  my  counfel ;  they  defpifed  all  my  re- 
44  proof:  therefore  ihall  they  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own 
44  way,  and  be  filled  with  their  own  devices." 

I  only  add,  if  any  impreflion  is  made  on  your  minds,  of 
the  importance  of  eternity,  fuffer  it  to  abide  there-  Let 
it  have  an  immediate  effedt.  Of  all  the  deceits  of  fin  or 
Satan,  none  more  fatal  than  that  of  putting  off  convictions 
to  a  more  convenient  feafon.  I  conclude,  therefore,  with 
the  words  of  Solomon,  Ecclef.  ix.  10.  44  Whatfoever  thy 
44  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is 
44  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in 
44  the  grave  whither  thou  goeft."    Amen. 
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The  BELIEVER  going  to  GOD  as  his  EXCEEDING  JOY. 


SERMON  20. 


PSALM  xliii.  4. 
Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceeding 


IT  is  of  great  moment  to  attend  to  the  proper  mixture 
of  reverence  and  love  which  ought  to  pofTefs  our  hearts 
in  the  worfhip  of  the  living  God.  If  they  arife  from  proper 
principles,  they  will  not  deftroy  or  weaken,  but  ftrength- 
en  one  another,  A  believer  can  never  lye  too  low  in  the 
dnft  before  the  moft  holy  God  ;  he  can  never  be  too  fen- 
fible  either  of  his  diftance  as  a  creature,  or  his  guilt  and 
unworthinefs  as  a  finner:  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  can 
never  be  too  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  divine  love, 
or  have  too  ftrong  and  ardent  defires  after  communion  and 
fellowlhip  with  God.  The  truth  is,  the  lower  we  are  in 
our  own  fight,  it  doth  but  the  more  illuftrate  and  magnify 
all  the  grace  that  is  ihewn  to  us  in  the  gofpel :  and  the 
more  joyfully  we  contemplate  the  fulnefs  of  our  portion 
in  an  infinite  God,  it  will  but  the  more  bring  back  this 
refle&ion,  and  conftrain  us  to  confefs,  that  we  are  lefs  than 
the  lead  of  all  his  mercies. 

In  feveral  paflages  of  the  Pfalms  of  David,  we  have  very 
warm  and  fervent  expreffions  of  the  delight  which  the 
man  after  God's  own  heart  had  in  the  wcrfhip  of  his  fane- 
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tuary*  There  are  few  of  thefe  more  beautiful  and  forci- 
ble than  the  paffage  of  which  my  text  is  a  part,  "  ()  fend 
44  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth ;  let  them  lead  me  ;  let  them 
44  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles. 
44  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  ex- 
44  ceedingjcy."  That  which  feems  to  have  brought  the 
Pfalmift  to  this  ftriking  and  beautiful  thought,  was,  his 
being  under  the  preffure  of  heavy  afflidlion  ;  and,  particu- 
larly, in  a  ftate  of  diftance  and  banifliment  from  the  tem- 
ple fervice.  This  led  him  to  flee  for  refuge  to  God,  his 
almighty  friend  and  unchangeable  portion-  Did  the  Pfal- 
mift then  go  to  God  as  his  confolation  in  diftrefs  ?  What 
reafon  is  there  for  every  Chriftian  to  go  to  him  as  his 
Father  and  his  God,  not  only  for  fupport  under  the  vari- 
ous trials  of  this  mortal  ftate,  but  for  happinefs  and  peace 
after  he  hath  feen  and  felt  the  inherent  vanity  of  every 
created  enjoyment  ? 

All  1  fhall  further  add  upon  the  words  is,  that  what 
David  is  here  praying  for,  is  to  be  brought  to  the  temple 
of  God,  to  have  accefs  to  his  courts,  and  communion  with 
him  there.  This  he  plainly  looks  upon  as  a  fource  of  ex- 
ceeding joy ;  and,  furely,  to  thofe  who  are  duly  difpofed 
for  it,  there  is  not,  there  cannot  be,  in  this  world,  a  more 
delightful  employment  than  the  joint  celebration  of  our 
Creator  and  Redeemer's  praife ;  than  the  united  voice  of 
his  fervants  in  his  temple.  It  is  the  nearefl  approach  we 
can  make  to  the  employment  of  heaven,  and  the  moft  fen- 
lible  foretalle  we  can  have  of  its  happinefs  in  this  foreign 
land. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  muft  limit  the  fubjedl  to  what  is 
the  particular  and  dillinguifhing  employment  of  this  day, 
— the  holy  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  commemora- 
ting our  Redeemer's  dying  love.  This  was  called  by  the 
ancients  the  Eucharist^  or  Sacrifice  of  Praise.  And,  in- 
deed, no  difpofition  is  more  proper  or  neceflary,  in  at- 
tending upon  it,  than  a  joyful  and  thankful  frame  of  fpirit. 
This  will  be  like  a  precious  perfume,  which  will  fill  the 
houfc  with  its  fragrance,  and  will  greatly  llrengthen  every 
other  gracious  difpofition  ;  and,  therefore,  my  intention  is, 
through  the  afliftance  of  divine  grace,  m 
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I.  To  fliew  you  what  matter  of  joy  and  fatisfaftion  there 
is  to  every  Gncere  Chriftian,  in  what  is  reprefented  to  our 
view  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper ;  or,  for  what 
reafons  we  ought,  in  this  folemn  fervice  in  a  particular 
manner,  to  go  to  God  as  our  exceeding  joy. 

Having  done  fo,  I  fhall  make  fome  pra&ical  improve- 
ment of  the  fubjeft  for  your  inftrudiion  and  dire&ion. 

In  the  firft  place,  then,  I  am  to  ihew  you  what  matter 
of  joy  and  fatisfatiion  there  is  to  every  fmcere  Chriftian,  in 
what  is  reprefented  to  our  view  in  the  facrament  of  the 
Lord's  fupper ;  or  for  what  reafons  we  ought  in  this  fo- 
lemn fervice,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  go  to  God  as  our 
exceeding  joy.  I  am  deeply  fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  I 
have  entered  on  a  talk  to  which  I  am  very  unequal,  to 
raife  your  minds  to  that  fublime  temper,  of  joy  in  God, 
and  to  difclofe  that  fountain  of  joy  there  is  to  every  be- 
liever, in  what  his  Redeemer  has  done,  and  is  dill  doing- 
for  him.  It  is  fo  great  a  fubjedt,  that  we  ourfelves  may 
fee  how  unfit  a  mortal  tongue  is  to  fpeak  of  it :  and  there- 
fore, I  fliall,  in  the  entry,  pray  u  that  God  may  fhed 
"  abroad  his  love  in  our  hearts ;  that  he  may  fend  forth 
Ct  his  light  and  his  truth,  that  they  may  be  guides  to  us." 
and  accompany  the  word  fpoken  with  the  powerful  energy 
of  the  fpirit  of  confolation.  But  a  little  of  that  real  com- 
munion with  God  which  is  the  work  of  his  Spirit,  and 
which  he  fometimes  vouchfafes  to  his  people,  will  give 
them  fuch  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  love  and  joy  in  him,  as 
they  themfelves  know  may  be  felt,  but  cannot  be  expref- 
fed :  and  I  cannot  forbear  already  obferving  to  you,  that 
the  meaneft  real  Chriftian  fliall,  one  day,  in  the  higher 
houfe,  have  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  fuch  conceptions  of 
God  and  his  Redeemer's  love,  that  he  fhall  look  down, 
with  wonder,  at  the  weak  and  imperfeft  ftretches  of  our 
imagination  after  it  now.  But  fo  long  as  we  are  here,  let 
us  patiently  content  ourfelves  with  what  is  given  us  as 
neceflary  to  fupport  our  weary  Heps  in  this  defolate  wil- 
dernefs ;  with  what  this  ordinance,  inftituted  for  enliven- 
ing our  faith,  fupplies  us  for  our  comfort  and  joy. 

Vol,  II.  M 
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For  this  purpofe,  let  me  beg  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing confiderations.  • 

i.  You  ought  to  go  to  God,  in  this  ordinance,  as  your 
exceeding  joy,  becaufe,  in  it,  you  have  the  fulled  afiurance 
and  the  cleared  evidence  of  the  forgivenefs  of  your  fins, 
afid  peace  with  your  offended  Maker.  This  is  the  preli- 
minary mercy,  which,  with  refpeft  to  fallen  creatures, 
mud  open  the  way  to  every  other  bleffing.  Nothing  fo 
much  damps  our  joy  in  God,  and  Iefferis  out  fatisfaftion 
in  addrefling  him,  as  confeioufnefs  of  guilt.  This  it  is 
that  makes  religion  fo  unpleafant  to  the  carnal  worldling.; 
even  the  fecure  (inner,  who  feems  to  walk  without  fear,  is 
yet  deterred  by  natural  confeience  from  drawing  near  to 
God.  He  does  all  in  his  power  to  rid  his  mind  of  the 
thoughts  of  God's  ordinary  and  conflant  prefence  with 
him  in  every  place.  A  horror  of  his  Maker  pofiefTes  hft 
mind  at  all  tirries  ;  he  cannot  love  him  as  a  gracious  Fa- 
ther, becaufe  he  hates  him  as  an  enemy,  and  fears  him  as 
a  righteous  judge.  Nay,  the  fame  thing  it  is  that  makes 
us  all  feel  fo  frequently  ar  averfion  at  the  duties  of  religi- 
on. The  cold  hand  of  a  fpirit  of  bondage  freezes  up  the 
affe&ions.  Trembling  and  fear  taketh  hold  upon  us.  An 
inward  dread  and  jealoufy  of  our  own  ftate  throws  a  gloom 
and  darknefs,  as  it  were,  through  the  temple  of  God.  And, 
with  whatever  ftrength  or  beauty  the  promifes  or  privi- 
leges of  the  faints  may  be  fet  forth,  there  is  a  fecret  re- 
flraint  upon  us,  and  as  a  voice  difcharging  us  from  touch- 
ing them,  as  forbidden  fruit.  Were  we  but  as  pure,  and 
free  from  guilt,  we  ihould,  with  as  much  joy  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  draw  nigh  to  God,  as  the  angels  do  in  Heaven. 

I  have  been  the  more  full  in  opening  this  to  you,  that 
you  may  fee  the  foundation  there  is  in  nature,  and  in  faft, 
tor  the  leading  do&rine  of  the  gofpel, i4  Chrid  Jefus  fet 
"  forth  as  a  propitiation  for  fins,  through  faith  in  his 
44  blood." 

His  blefled  body  was  broken,  and  his  precious  blood 
was  (hed,  for  the  remiffion  of  fins.  Are  you  to  comme- 
morate this  ?  are  you  to  receive  the  vifible  figns  and  the 
appointed  feals  of  it  ?  does  not  this  allure  you,  that  your 
fins  are  forgiven  for  Chrifi's  fake  ?    Are  your  fins  very 
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great  ?  are  they  many  in  number,  and  heinous  in  their 
aggravations  ?  Confider  the  infinite  value  of  this  facred 
Mood.  It  was  no  lefs  than  that  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
who  cbearfidly  undertook  our  caufe :  "  and  the  Lord  laid 
44  on  ham  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  Ifa.  liii.  5.  "  He  was 
44  wounded  ftr  our  tranfgreflions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our 
<'  iniquities ;  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him; 
"  and  with  his  firipes  we  are  healed.'9  O  unfcarchable 
royftery !  O  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God !  O  die  tremen- 
dous juftice  of  Gbd  1  How  well  may  die  exhortation  be 
prefect,  Ifa.  i.  18.  t4  Gome  now,  and  let  us  reafon  toge* 
44  ther,  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
41  fiiall  be  as  white  asfnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
44  fon,  they  (hall  be  as  wool."  Well  may  we  fay  with  the 
apoille  Paul,  z  Tim.  i.  15.  "  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 
14  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into 
44  the  world,  to  fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief."  Are 
you  afraid  of  the  condemning  fentence  of  the  law,  Gal. 
iii.  13.  44  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
44  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us."  Are  you  afhamed  to 
appear  before  God  in  your  own  undeferving  chara&er, 
hear,  and  comply  with  your  Saviour's  own  counfel,  Rev. 
iii.  18.  "  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
44  that  thou  mayeft  be  rich,  and  white  raiment  that  thou 
44  mayeft  be  clothed,  and  that  the  ihame  of  thy  nakednefs 
44  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-falve, 
44  thatthoo  mayeft  fee."  In  the  fpodefs  robes  of  your  Re- 
deemer's  righteoufnefs,  you  (hall  be  adorned  for  the  courts 
of  your  God,  and  dwell  in  his  prefence.  Are  you  afraid 
to  apply  all  this  to  yourfelves  ?  This  is  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  the  facraraent  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  to  confirm  and 
clofe  die  covenant  of  peace  with  every  partaker.  Do  you 
doubt  the  fincerity  of  the  offer  upon  God's  part  ?  See  him 
difpenfing  the  healing  medicine, "  This  is  my  body,  which 
44  was  broken  for  you ;  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 
44  As  often  as  you  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye 
44  do  (hew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."  Hear  him  fay- 
ing,  Matth.  xi.  28.  "  Come  unto  roe,  all  ye  that  labor, 
41  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  Hear 
him  further  faying,  John  vi.  37.    4(  Him  that  cometh  to 
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41  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out."  Ifa.  lv.  i.  u  Ho,  every 
'(  one  that  thirtieth,  come  ye  to  the  waters;  and  he  that 
"  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come  buy 
44  wine  and  milk,  without  money,  and  without  price." 
Rev.  xxii.  17.  "  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come ; 
"  and  let  him  that  heareth  fay,  Come ;  and  let  him  that 
44  is  athirft,  come*  And  whofoever  will,  let  him  take 
44  the  water  of  life  freely."  All  who  have  truly  groaned 
under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  may  here  fee  their  pardon  fealed,  and 
may  and  ought  to  rejoice  in  it,  as- theirs ;  and,  unlefs  they 
doubt  the  faithfulnefs  of  God's  word,  or  the  efficacy  of 
their  Saviour's  merit,  may  triumph  in  both,  and  fet  at  de- 
fiance the  thunders  of  the  law,  the  reproaches  of  confci- 
ence,  and  the  accufations  of  the  devil.  They  may  fay, 
with  the  apollle  Paul,  Rom.  viii.  33,  34,  44  Who  (hall  lay 
44  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eledl  ?  It  is  God  that 
44  juftifieth :  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift 
44  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even 
44  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion 
44  for  us." 

2.  You  ought  to  go  to  God  in  this  ordinance,  as  your 
exceeding  joy,  as  it  affords  the  ftrongeft  and  mod  illuftri- 
ous  proof  of  divine  love.  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  imme- 
diate fubjett  of  our  contemplation  in  the  Lord's  fupper ; 
and  I  chufe  to  confider  it  as  an  argument  by  itfelf,  fepa- 
rately  from  its  fruits,  becaufe  nothing  ferves  more  to  heigh- 
ten our  affe&ion  to,  and  delight  in  God,  than  a  firm  per- 
fuafion  of  his  love  to  us.  Is  it  a  comfortable  thing  to  have 
the  pardon  of  our  fins  ?  It  is  alfo  unfpeakably  refrefhing, 
and  even  ravilhing,  to  view,  in  faith,  the  wonderful 
means  by  which  it  is  accompliflied.  We  may  confider, 
fhortly  here,  the  riches  of  redeeming  grace,  as  extending 
to  the  finners  of  Adam's  race  in  general ;  and  then  what 
it  is  for  every  believer  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  determi- 
nate objeft  of  divine  regard  in  the  councils  of  peace.  The 
whole  perfections  of  an  infinite  God  fhine  with  united 
luflre  in  the  work  of  redemption.  His  power,  wifdom, 
holinefs,  and  juliice,  are  feverally  and  jointly  illuftrated 
in  it.  His  unfearchable  wifdom  is  mentioned,  Rom.  xi. 
33.  "Othe  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and 
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<4  knowledge  of  God !  How  unfearchable  are  his  judg- 
44  ments,  and  his  ways  part  finding  out !"  His  mighty 
power,  Eph.  i.  19.  "  And  what  is  the  exceeding  great* 
w  nefs  of  his  power  to  us- ward,  who  believe,  according  to 
c<  the  working  of  his  mighty  power."  The  righteoufnefs 
of  his  government,  Rom.  iii.  26.  "  To  declare,  I  fay,  at 
u  this  time,  his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and 
44  the  juftifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jettis.*'  But 
love  is  moft  confpicuous  of  all :  and  is  therefore  mod  fre- 
quently infifted  on,  John  iii.  16.  u  God  fo  loved  the  world, 
**  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  be- 
u  lieveth  in  him,  fliould  not  p£rifh,  but  have  everlafting 
44  life."  Rom.  v.  8.  u  God  commendeth  his  love  towards 
44  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for 
44  us.1*  Eph.  iii.  17,  18, 19.  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in 
44  your  hearts  by  faith  ;  that  ye  being  rooted  and  ground- 
44  ed  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend,  with  all  faints, 
44  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height, 
44  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafleth  know- 
44  ledge."  And  indeed,  my  brethren,  it  pafleth  the  pow- 
er of  man  to  open  fully  the  greatnefs  of  the  love  of  God 
to  finners  in  Chrift  Jefus.  It  is  a  fubjeft  which  we  are  fo 
far  from  being  able  now  to  exhauft,  that  it  (hall  afford  mat- 
ter for  adoring  inquiry  to  all  eternity,  whilft  the  everlaft- 
ing God  lives  and  reigns  with  his  faints,  and  unfolds  to 
them,  age  after  age,  more  ample  views  of  his  goodnefs 
and  greatnefs.  By  what  ihall  we  meafure  the  love  of  a 
friend,  but  by  the  greatnefs  of  his  gifts  ?  What  fentiment 
then  fhall  we  entertain  of  the  love  of  God  for  his  (juflly 
ftyled)  unfpeakable  gift  ?  He  has  given  us  his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  44who  was  from  eternity  in  the  bofom  of  the 
44  Father ;  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
44  prefs  image  of  his  perfon;"  the  beft  and  greateft  of  crea- 
ted beings,  nay,  the  whole  creation  itfelf,  had  been  no- 
thing compared  to  it. 

The  truth  is,  I  am  ready  to  think  that  there  feems  to  be 
fomething  like  divine  contrivance,  and  infinite  defign,  in 
this  particular  circumftance.  All  created  things  are  in 
themfelves  equal,  and  alike  eafy,  to  the  power  of  God, 
being  but  the  effeds  of  his  fimple  will.    For  this  reaibn 
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there  could  be  no  comparative  greatnefs  in  any  fucfa  gifts. 
There  was  therefore  bat  this  one  way  left  to  cxprefs  an 
uncommon  degree  of  love,  that  he  who  was  one  and  equal 
with  the  Father,  fhould  himfelf  be  employed  in  the  mef- 
iage,  and  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body,  on  the  tree." 
Nothing  elfe  could  have  made  man  an  expenfive  purchafe. 
Nothing  elfe  that  God  could  beftovv,  would  have  had  any 
appearance  of  doing  violence  to  himfelf;  or  could  give 
meaning  and  beauty  to  that  expreffion,  Romans  viii.  32. 
%l  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 
u  for  us  all,  how  fliall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us 
44  all  things  ?w  The  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  in  the  parable, 
is  reprefented  as  in  fufpenfe,  how  to  fall  upon  a  method 
to  break  the  ftubbornnefs  of  the  hufbandmen,  Luke  xx.  13. 
"  Then  faid  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  what  fliail  I  do  ?  I 
"  will  fend  my  beloved  Son,  it  may  be  they  will  reverence 
4:  him  when  they  fee  him."  Let  us  paraphrafe  and  ap- 
ply it.  God,  who  bears  the  perfon  of  the  mafter  of  the 
vineyard,  may  be  fuppofed  to  fay,  what  fliall  reclaim  thefe 
obftinate  children  of  mercy,  become  rebels?  Nothing  but 
the  invincible  force  of  fuperior  love.  But  wherein  lhali 
the  love  of  the  eternal  God  appear  to  advantage?  in  no- 
thing but  an  eternal  gift :  they  fliall  not  be  cheaply  pur- 
chafed,  they  (hall  be  bought  with  blood,  with  that  iacred 
blood,  which  fliall  be  the  furprife  of  angels,  and  the  won- 
der of  heaven.  Thefe  reflections  I  would  make  with  re- 
verence, on  this  elevated  and  delightful,  but  awful  and 
tremendous  theme.  One  thing  appears  clearly  from 
them,  that  it  is  not  only  obfeuring  the  lullre,  not  only 
weakening  the  force,  but  deftroying  the  very  being  of  re- 
deeming love,  to  deny  the  proper  and  eternal  Godhead  of 
Chrift,  the  Mediator.  But,  Oh !  my  brethren,  what  an 
improvement  is  it,  to  the  contemplation  of  the  love  of 
God,  for  each  of  us  to  confider  himfelf  as  having  been 
from  eternity  the  objeft  of  it.  While  I  tafte  the  ftreams 
o;  his  bounty,  may  I  thus  trace  it  back  to  its  fource  I  Did 
]»e  love  me  from  the  foundation  of  the  world!  Did  he  pity 
we,  when  in  unprovoked  rebellion  againft  him!  Did  he 
make  fo  gracious  provifion  for  my  recovery  and  lalvation  ! 
Di-1  he;  make  atonement  for  my  guilt,  by  the  blood  of  his 
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own  Son !  and  conquer  iny  heart  by  the  power  of  his  fo- 
vereign  grace !  What  returns  of  praife  and  gratitude  arc 
his  due  ?  With  what  joy  ought  I  to  remember  my  Re- 
deeiner's  death  at  his  table,  in  the  hope  of  fharing  with 
him  his  crown  and  his  throne,  in  a  higher  (late  ? 

3.  You  ought  logo  to  God,  in  this  ordinance,  as  your 
exceeding  joy;  as  you  have  in  it  the  cleared  and  fullelt  af- 
furanee  of  receiving  from  him  all  that  is  neceffary  for  your 
comfort  and  happinefs,  while  you  continue  here.  There 
are,  in  a  ftrici  fenfe,  but  two  ends  of  going  to  God  in  his 
worihip  and  ordinances,  to  exprefs  our  fenfe  of,  and  thank - 
fulnefs  for  favors  received,  and  as  beggars  for  more.  Now, 
my  brethren,  in  this  ordinance  you  are  not  oniy  called  to 
celebrate  the  love  of  a  gracious  and  reconciled  God,  hut  to 
truft  in  the  fulnefs  of  an  all-fufficient  God.  That  we  may 
view  this  the  more  diftin&ly,  there  are  thefe  two  kinds  of 
bleffings  we  (land  in  need  of,  thofe  that  relate  to  our  fpi- 
ritual  life,  and  thofe  that  relate  to  our  temporal  comfort. 

1  (I.  Thofe  that  relate  to  the  fpiritual  life.  What  is  the 
great  defir*  of  every  real  fervant  of  God  in  this  houfe  ?  Is 
it  not  to  have  your  hearts  more  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
God,  and  more  devoted  to  his  fear  ?  Is  not  fin  your  great- 
eft  burthen,  and  its  remaining  influence  your  greateft 
grief?  Now,  where  can  you  have  a  more  reafonable  hope 
of  getting  your  gracious  difpofitions  ftrengthened,  or  your 
fins  mortified,  than  at  a  communion  table  ?  Is  it  not 
exprefsly  defigned  for  your  fpiritual  nourifhment,  and 
growth  in  grace  ?  And  as  the  inftitution  of  thefe  fenfiblc 
figns  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  divine  condefcenfion,  fo  I 
can  hardly  conceive  any  thing  more  wifely  and  happily 
calculated  for  this  excellent  end.  What  can  more  (Irength- 
en  your  faith  in  a  dying  Saviour,  than  being  allowed  to 
look  upon  the  figns  of  his  broken  body,  and  his  blood 
poured  out  ?  What  can  fpeak  greater  peace  to  the  con- 
icienoe,  than  your  being  allowed  and  invited  to  receive 
him  explicitly  ?  u  This  is  my  body,  broken  for  you." 
What  can  more  happily  fcrvc  to  kindle  and  inflame  your 
love  to  God,  than  the  immediate  contemplation  of  his 
infinite  love  for  you  ?  Where  can  you  take  fuch  a  hate- 
ful view  of  fin,  as  a  detefted  objeft,  as  at  the  Lord's  tab!e, 
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where  you  fee  it  in  your  Saviour's  fufferings?  Where  and 
how  can  you  lay  fuch  a  bond  upon  the  confcience,  as  by 
receiving  the  feals  of  this  facred  engagement  ?  How  can 
you  give  fuch  a  deadly  wound  to  your  ftrongeft  lulls,  as 
by  nailing  and  affixing  them  to  your  Redeemer's  crofs  ? 
What  motive  of  future  obedience  equal  to  bearing  about  in 
your  bodies  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  See  what  the 
apoftle  fays,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  "  For  the  love  of  Chrill  con- 
"  ftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for 
"  all,  then  were  all  dead."  Gal,  ii.  20.  u  I  am  crucified 
"  with  Chrift  :  neVerthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift 
"  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flefh, 
,;  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
"  and  gave  himfelf  for  me."  What  remedy  can  you  find 
for  your  own  weaknefs,  like  the  all-fufficiency  of  Chrift  ? 
Col.  ii:  9.  "For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
M  head  bodily."  1  Cor.  i.  3c.  "  Of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift 
"  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righte- 
"  oufnefs,  and  fanfiification,  and  redemption."  I  will 
not  fo  widely  handle  the  fubjeft  as  to  cite  to  you  all  the 
paffages  which  fhow  that  the  fpirit  of  fan&ification  is  a 
part  of  the  purchafe  of  your  Redeemer,  and  one  of  his  gifts 
to  thofe  who  humbly  implore  it.  Is  it  not  well  known, 
and  do  not  believers  at  his  table,  fenfible  of  their  own 
weaknefs,  and  confident  of  their  Saviour's  power,  get 
their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  their  enemies,  and  fay,  u  I 
44  can  do  all  things  through  Chrill  Itrengthening  me." 

2d.  They  have  here  all  things  neceflary  for  their  tem- 
poral comfort.  They  have  a  complete  remedy  for  their 
cares,  as  well  as  their  fins.  As  at  the  Lord's  table  you  lay 
hold  of  the  covenant  of  peace,  fo  there,  if  any  where,  you 
may  fee,  that  it  is  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure ;  your 
food  and  raiment,  and  all  neceflary  provifion,  is  contained 
in  it ;  and  Chrift's  body  is  the  pledge.  How  gracious  the 
promife !  your  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  you  have 
need  of  thefe  things,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  8,  9, 10.  "  O  tafte  and 
"  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good  !  Blefled  is  the  man  that  truft- 
u  eth  in  him.  O  fear  the  Lord,  ye  his  faints !  for  there 
"  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him.  The  young  lions  do 
ifc  lack,  and  fufFcr  hunger ;  but  they  that  feek  the  Lord, 
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"  (hall  not  want  any  good  thing."  Ifa.  xxxiii.  16.  <c  He 
u  ihall  dwell  on  high ;  his  place  of  defence  fhall  be  the 
u  munitions  of  rocks ;  bread  fhall  be  given  him,  his  water 
11  fhall  be  fure."  Deliverance  from  fuffering  is  contained 
in  itf  Pfal.  xxxiv.  19.  "  Many  are  the  affii&ions  of  the 
"  righteous,  but  the  Lord  deliVereth  him  out  of  them  all.'1 
Strength  and  grace  to  fuffer  with  patience  is  contained  in 
it,  Ifa.  xliii.  2.  u  When  thou  paffeft  through  the  waters, 
"  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers,  they  fhall 
€i  not  overflow  thee  ;  when  thou  walkeft  through  the  fire, 
"  thou  fhalt  not  be  burnt,  neither  fhall  the  flame  kindle 
"  upon  thee."  The  fanttified  ufe  and  improvement  of 
fuffering  is  contained  in  it,  Rom.  viii.  28.  u  And  we 
"  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  thcin  that 
"  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his 
'•  purpofe."  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  "  For  which  caufe  we  faint 
"  not;  but  though  our  outward  man  perifli,  yet  the  inward 
•'  man  is  renewed  day  by  day."  Confider,  efpccially, 
that  at  the  Lord's  table  you  have  an  immediate  view  of  the 
great  foundation  of  reliance  on  divine  Providence,  Rom. 
viii.  32.  "He  that  fpared  not  own  Son,  but  delivered 
"  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fhall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely 
give  us  ail  things  ?"  2.  That  God,  who  was  fo  lavifli  of  his 
love,  as  not  to  fpare  even  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  up  to 
be  defpifed,  buffeted,  and  crucified  for  you,  will  not  be  fo 
inconfiftently  hard,  as  to  refufe  the  fmall  gift  in  compari- 
fon  of  a  little  earthly  good.  He  whofe  foul  was  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  Chriil  fhall  not  loie  his  body  for  a  little 
bread* 

I  cannot  help  obferving,  here,  of  what  univerfal  ufe  and 
benefit  the  do&rine  of  Chrift  crucified  is,  and  how  high  a 
place  it  ought  to  hold  in  our  efteem.  It  is  not  only  uieful 
for  alluring  us  of  the  pardon  of  fin,  but  makes  us  fuperior 
to  all  thofe  fufferings,  of  every  kind,  which  took  their  rile 
from  fin.  The  path  of  a  Ghriftian  is  fometimes  thorny 
and  difficult ;  and  many  of  the  weaker  order  of  faints  have 
even  a  greater  fenfibility  of  the  inconveniencies  of  life  than 
fome  thoughtlefs  finners.  Thefe  lalt  maintain  a  fort  of 
buille  and  conteft  for  worldly  pleafure,  and,  with  a  iiurdy 
felf-fufficiency,  can,  if  I  mav  fpeak  fo,  return  the  blows 
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and  buffets  of  adverfe  fortune,  while  the  feeble  of  Chrift's 
flock  become  funk  and  heartlefs  under  a  frowning  Provi- 
dence. But  is  not  the  Lord's  table  a  place  of  refuge  ?  and 
is  it  not  matter  of  experience,  that  they  have  found  cfcn- 
folation  there?  Whatever  their  complaints  have  been, 
whether  of  ficknefe,  or  poverty,  or  lofs  of  relations,  or  the 
flanders  of  their  enemies,  they  have  adored  the  fovereign 
will  of  God  in  them  all:  they  have  been  brought  to  a  pla- 
cid fubmiffion  to  his  providence  in  them  all ;  nay,  they 
have  happily  feen  and  confefied  his  wife  and  merciful  pur- 
pofe  in  them  all.  It  was  not  without  a  view  to  his  trials, 
that  the  Pfalmift,  in  the  text,  defires  to  go  unto  the  altar  of 
God)  unto  God  bis  exceeding  joy.  And  you  may  fee  how 
he  expreffes  himfelf  in  the  following  verfe,  u  Why  art 
4C  thou  call  down,  O  my  foul !  and  why  art  thou  difquiet- 
iC  ed  within  me  !  hope  in  God ;  for  I  fhall  praife  him, 
"  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God !" 

4th.  I  come,  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  obferve,  that  this 
ordinance  is  a  fource  of  joy,  as  it  is  a  pledge  and  earned 
of  heaven ;  a  fbretafte  of  that  eternal  happinefs  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  his  faithful  fervants  in  the  world  to  come. 
This,  my  brethren,  ought  never  to  be  out  of  our  view  while 
we  fojourn  in  this  valley  of  tears. 

This  eternal  joy  is  what  our  Redeemer  has  given  us  the 
fulleft  afTurance  of.  It  is  he  who  hath  drawn  afide  the  cur- 
tain, and  opened  to  us  a  joyful  profpeft  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  into  the  blefied  manfions  of  pcrfedtion,  purity,  and 
happinefs  within  the  vail.  In  one  of  his  laft  difcourfes  to 
his  difciples,  when  lie  was  about  to  leave  them,  he  tells 
them,  it  was  to  be  but  a  fhort  feparation ;  for  that  he 
would  come  again,  and  carry  them  with  him  ;  and  that 
they  fliould  never  more  be  divided,  John  xiv.  2.  "  In  my 
**  father's  houfe  are  many  manfions ;  if  it  were  not  fo,  I 
41  would  have  told  you  :  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  ;,f 
and  not  only  hath  he  left  the  promife  of  his  return,  but 
hath  inftituted  this  ordinance,  on  the  one  hand,  to  keep  up 
the  memory  of  his  former  appearance;  and,  on  the  other, 
to  keep  up  our  hopes  of  his  fecond  coming,  and  what  he 
will  then  beftow,  1  Cor.  xi.  23.  "  As  often  as  ye  eat  this 
41  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fliew  the  Lord's  death 
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"  till  be  come."  It  is  intended  to  fupport  the  languifliing 
faith  of  his  people,  and  make  them  tread,  with  conflancy* 
in  his  ftrength,  the  fame  paths  of  virtue  and  felf-denial 
that  he  did,  in  hopes  of  ihortly  iharing  his  crown  and  re- 
ward, Heb.  xii.  1, 2.  u  And  let  us  run  with  patience 
'.'  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us;  looking  unto  J*fus,  the 
"  author  and  finifher  of  our  faith ;  who,  for  the  joy  that 
44  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the 
u  ihame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne. 
"  of  God."  And  how  highly  proper  is  this  inftitution  for 
pointing  us  to  the  glorious  iffue  of  our  Chriftian  conflict  ? 
In  it,  we  have,  at  once,  a  proof  of  the  certainty — of  tha 
excellence, — and  even  fome  perception  of  the  nature  of. 
heavenly  glory. 

How  certain  and  infallible  is  that  happinefs  to  the  faints, 
which  our  exalted  Redeemer,  the  Amen  and  faithful  IViu 
ness7  hath  palled  his  word  for,  and  gone  before,  in  our 
name,  to  take  poffeflion  of?  Heb.  vi.  19,  20.  u  Which 
"  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  foul,  both  fure  and 
"  ftedfaft,  and  which  entereth  into  that  within  the  vail, 
M  whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us.  entered." — 1  Cor.  xv. 
23.  "  But  every  man  in  his  own  order,  Chrift,  the  firft 
"  fruits,  afterward  they  that  are  Chrift's,  at  his  coming." 
However  high  an  hope  it  may  feem  for  fuch  as  we  are, 
to  afpire  to  a  ftation  fo  near  the  throne  of  God,  to  his  pre- 
fence  and  fellowfhip ;  yet  it  is  not  too  much,  after  what 
is  already  beftowed  upon  us ;  after  what  Chrift  hath  done, 
it  can  beget  no  furprife,  that  this  fhould  be  the  conclufion 
of  it ;  after  he  hath  borne  our  fins  in  his  own  body,  and 
with  his  own  blood  wafhed  away  our  guilt ;  after  he  hath 
fanftified  and  cleanfed  us  by  his  holy  Spirit,  made  us  the 
children,  and  imprinted  the  image  of  his  Father  upon  our 
hearts;  after  he  hath  kindled  in  our  fouls  a  flame  of  divine 
love,  and  made  us  content  with  nothing  but  himfelf,  and 
with  no  place  where  he  is  not ;  furely  he  will  not  leave  us 
comfortlefs ;  he  can  have  no  other  defign  than  to  carry  us 
to  live  with  him,  and  reign  with  him  for  ever  and  ever. 

Does  not  this  reprefentation  alfo  ferve  to  fhow  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  heavenly  glory  i  It  is  called  in  fcripture, 
**  the  purchafed  poffcffion«"f    And,  oh!  my  dear  brethren, 
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how  great,  beyond  expreffion,  muft  that  inheritance  be, 
which  was  fo  dearly  bought,  for  which  every  price,  but 
the  blood  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God  was  rejetted!  See  his 
body  broken,  and  his  blood  ihcd ;  and  there  fee  what  hea- 
ven has  coft ;  and  this  it  cod  to  him,  who  had  dwelt  there 
from  eternity,  and  could  not  be  deceived  in  its  worth.  It 
was  no  unneceffary  expcnce,  idly  thrown  away,  but  what 
alone  was  equal  to  the  glorious  purchafe.  Had  we  no- 
thing elie,  by  which  to  guefs  at  that,  which  eye  hath  not 
feen,  this,  of  itfelf,  ought  to  be  fufficient  to  raife  our  hopes, 
to  the  higheit  pitch,  and  give  us  the  mod  exalted  concep- 
tions of  its  infinite  glory. 

And  may  I  not  add,  upon  this  head,  my  brethren,  that 
this  ordinance  is,  to  many,  an  earned  and  foretaile,  as 
well  as  an  aifurance,  of  the  happinefs  of  heaven.  Is  it 
not  the  fenfible  communion  with  God,  which  fome  of  his 
faints  even  here  enjoy,  a  refemblance,  though  feint,  of 
that  full  and  perfeft  communion  which  they  lhall  enjoy 
with  their  Creator  and  Redeemer  in  the  world  above  ? 
John  xiv.  23.  u — If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my 
"  words,  and  my  Father  will  love  him;  and  we  will  come 
"  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  What  is 
heaven,  but  to  be  free  from  fin ;  to  contemplate  the  glory 
of  an  infinite  God;  to  be  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  his  love  ; 
and  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation  to  offend  him 
any  more.  Now,  when  the  believer  fees  his  pardon  feal- 
ed  with  his  Redeemer's  blood ;  when  he  is  filled  with  a 
hatred  of  all  fin,  and  a  humble  confidence  of  being  deli- 
vered from  its  power ;  when  his  very  complaints  are  put 
to  filence,  and  the  frailties  of  a  dying  body  are  left  behind, 
or  fwallowed  up  by  the  hope  of  a  blefled  refurrettion  ; 
what  is  this,  but  the  very  dawn  of  heaven  in  the  foul ! 
what  is  this,  but  the  fhout  of  vidtory  !  and  an  earneft  of 
that  day  of  complete  triumph,  when  all  his  enemies  lhall 
be  brought  under  his  feet ! 

I  am  fenfible  that  the  frame  of  many  communicants 
will  be  but  a  bad  emblem  of  heaven  ;  and,  if  they  meafure 
it  by  that  ltandard,  it  will  give  them  but  low  and  forry  no- 
tions of  it.  This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  with  all ;  and 
there  are  few  real  Chriitians,  but  in  fome  parts  of  their 
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lives,  have  felt  fuch  inward  joy  in  God,  that  they  have 
been  ready  to  fay,  with  the  difciples  on  the  mount  of  tranf- 
figuration,  //  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.  Neither  is  there 
any  place  where  it  may  be  more  reafonably  ex  petted  than 
at  a  communion  table :  every  pious  foul  fhould  breathe 
out  this  prayer  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxiii.  i,  a,  3,  4.  uO 
44  God !  thou  art  my  God !  early  will  I  feek  thee :  my 
14  foul  thirtieth  for  thee  !  my  flefh  longeth  for  thee  in  a 
"  dry  and  thirfly  land,  where  no  water  is :  to  fee  thy  pow- 
44  er  and  thy  glory,  foas  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  fanftuary; 
14  becaufe  thy  loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  my  lips 
"  fhall  praife  thee.  Thus  will  I  blefs  thee,  while  I  live! 
44 1  will  lift  up  my  hands  in  thy  name !" 

And  now,  my  brethren,  what  reafon  is  there  for  every 
fincere  communioant  to  go  to  God  in  this  ordinance,  as 
their  exceeding  joy.  It  points  us  forward  to  that  blefled 
time  when  we  Ihall  indeed  be  fatisficd  with  that  fulnefs  of 
joy,  and  thofe  rivers  of  pleafures  that  are  at  his  right  hand. 
We  are  glad  now,  indeed,  to  help  our  flagging  conceptions 
with  fymbols  and  figures :  But  then  fhall  our  eyes  fee  the 
glorious  Saviour  (landing  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  fur- 
rounded  by  ten  thoufand  of  his  faints,  who  have  been  re- 
deemed by  his  blood.  This  life  is  but  a  fcene  of  mifery 
and  forrow,  where  wretchednefs  is  often  to  be  feen,  and 
lamentations  heard,  even  in  the  dwellings  of  the  righteous ; 
But  then  all  <ears  fliall  be  wiped  away  from  their  eyes, 
and  thefe  fongs  of  praife  begin  which  fhall  never  end. 
Now  we  are  borne  down  with  prevailing  corruption, 
which,  as  a  dead  weight,  deprefTes  our  fpirits  :  But  then 
fhall  we  be  perfe&ly  freed  from  all  impurity,  and  ferve 
our  God  and  Redeemer  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  joy  as 
the  angels  do  in  heaven.  Now  we  are  but  as  young  un- 
fledged birds,  which  in  learning  to  fly  can  but  flutter  a 
little,  and  immediately  take  refuge  in  the  earth  :  But  we 
lhall  foon  foar  above  it ;  riling  with  unwearied  wings  and 
never  failing  ftrength. 

Let  us  forget  for  a  little  the  weaknefs  of  mortality,  and 
carry  our  thoughts  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the  church  of 
the  firft  born,  where  no  fufpicion  of  our  falfe  heart  being 
admitted  fhall  remain,  when  all  the  wide  congregation 
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{hall  join  in  celebrating  the  praifes  of  Almighty  God,  and 
of  the  Lamb ;  and  there  (hail  not  be  one  jarring  or  one 
difcordant  note  in  the  univerfal  harmony.  Thus  I  have 
laid  before  you  what  a  fource  of  joy  there  is  to  the  believer, 
in  the  holy  ordinance  which  you  now  have  accefs  to  par- 
take of,  and  proceed,  in  the 

Lad  place,  to  make  fome  practical  improvement  of  the 
fubjeft.     And, 

i.  May  I  not,  in  a  few  words,  obferve  how  great  is  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  in  providing  fo  rich  an  entertainment 
for  us.  in  our  prefent  ftate.  This  life  has  been  exprefsly 
defigned,  in  Providence,  as  a  fcene  of  difficulties  and  tri- 
als. We  are  here  in  exile  from  our  Father's  houfe  ;  yet 
doth  he  not  leave  us  altogether  defolate,  but  hath  given  us 
this  as  a  token  and  pledge  of  his  love,  before  the  full  mani- 
feftation  of  it.  Here  is  food  to  give  us  'vigor  for  out 
journey,  in  this  valley  of  tears  -  Strength  to  embolden 
us  againft  our  enemeis,  that  we  may  hold  on  our  courfe 
fleadily,  without  wearying.  Will  it  be  matter  of  eternal 
furprife,  that  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  (hould  do  ho- 
nor to  our  world,  by  taking  up  his  abode  in  it,  and  digni- 
fy human  nature  by  wearing  it  himfelf,  and  uniting  it  to 
his  own  ?  Is  it  not  a  continued  proof  of  the  fame  conde- 
fcenfion,  as  well  as  an  evidence  of  divine  wifdom,  that  he 
fhouid  leave  to  every  age  this  (landing  memorial  of  him- 
felf, his  appearance  and  work,  that  fenfe  itfelf  might  be 
partner  with  faith,  in  rejoicing  over  his  goodnefs  ?  If  his 
hearers  were  blefled  with  his  heavenly  voice,  and  wonder, 
ed  at  the  gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth, 
during  his  perfonal  miniftry,  let  us' with  admiration  and 
joy,  look  upon  the  fymbols  of  his  fufferings  and  death  :  let 
us  furvey  the  pi&ure  of  his  agony  drawn  by  himfelf,  and 
let  us  remember  what  it  promifes,  and  what  he  is  now 
gone  to  prepare  for  his  faithful  followers. 

2.  Let  us,  by  way  of  improvement,  confider  a  little 
for  whom  this  joy  is  provided ;  does  not  this  need  expli- 
cation ?  And  are  not  many  of  you  faying  within  your- 
felves,  furely  obflinacy  itfelf  cannot  deny,  that  here  is 
great  caufe  of  joy  to  fome  :  but  who  are  they  ?  is  it  not  a 
joy  with  which  a  ftranger  cannot  intermeddle,  that  per- 
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tains  only  to  a  privileged  few  ?  This  inquiry  is  highly 
needful,  as  the  great  fpring  of  joylefs  communions  is  the 
vant  of  a  perfonal  application  of  the  bleffings  of  our  Re- 
deemer's purchafe.  That  I  may  neither  unwarrantably 
difcourage  any,  nor  proftitute  this  precious  privilege  to 
the  unworthy,  I  fhall  obferve,  that  this  joy  is  truly  appli- 
cable to  all  to  whom  it  is  deflrable ;  to  all  whom  it  may  be 
ufeful,  but  in  different  lights,  according  to  their  different 
characters. 

ift,  All  thofe  who  have  not  only  laid  hold  on  Chrift  for 
falvation,  but  have  fome  degree  of  humble  confidence  in 
the  divine  mercy,  on  whom  the  Lord  has  lifted  up  the 
light  of  h}s  reconciled  countenance.  If  there  are  any  fuch 
among  us,  as  God  forbid  but  there  were,  they  ought ; 
but  why  do  I  fay  they  ought ;  for,  no  doubt,  they  certain- 
ly  will  go  to  God  as  their  exceeding  joy.  To  you,  my 
brethren,  it  belongs,  with  wonder  and  gratitude,  to  fur- 
vey  thefe  bleflings  to  which  you  know  your  title,  and  to 
join  in  that  heavenly  anthem,  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  " — Unto  him 
44  that  loved  us,  and  waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 
"  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God, 
41  and  his  father,  to  him  be  glory,  and  dominion  for  ever 
44  and  ever.  Amen."  Rev.  vii.  12.  "  Blefling  and  glory, 
41  and  wifdom,  and  thankfgiving,  and  honor  and  power, 
u  and  might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 
Let  your  faith  follow  your  rifen  Redeemer  to  his  Father's 
throne,  and  look  forward  to  what  he  is  doing  and  preparing 
for  you,  as  well  as  backward  to  what  he  hath  already  done. 
If  Satan  be  under  your  feet ;  if  fin  be  crucified  on  your  Sa- 
viour's crofs ;  and  cares  and  forrows  kept  at  a  diftance,  I 
hope  it  will  help  you  to  fome  conception  of  the  felicity  of 
that  ftate, 44  where  there  fhall  be  no  more  curfe,  but  the 
41  throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb  fhall  be  in  it,  and  his 
44  fervants  fhall  ferve  him." 

2dly,  In  this  ordinance  there  is  matter  of  joy  and  con- 
folation  to  the  fearful  and  doubting  Chriftian,  who,  not 
without  defires  after  God,  and  the  remembrance  of  his 
name,  yet  is  full  of  folicitude  and  anxiety,  and  dare  not 
pofitively  affirm  his  own  intereft  in  the  Saviour.  What 
is  fct  before  us  in  this  ordinance,  particularly  what  I  have 
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this  day  opened  up  on  the  fubjeft,  will  fliow  how  well  it 
is  fitted  for  (lengthening  the  weak,  and  comforting  the 
feeble-minded-  But,  to  explain  this  propriety  a  little, 
let  me  afk  you  is  your  doubt  of  God's  willingnefs  to  re- 
ceive returning  finners  ?  This  doubt  the  Lord's  fupper 
is  a  full  refolution  of;  this  table  fpread  by  his  appointment, 
is  an  exprefs  flipulation,  on  his  part,  of  pardon  and  peace, 
to  all  who  are  willing  to  accept  of  them  on  the  terms  of 
the  gofpel  ?  Well,  but  what  are  the  terms  of  the  gofpel  ? 
Infinitely  free  and  gracious,  on  the  one  hand,  and  exceed- 
ing ftridi  and  fevere  on  the  other ;  full  forgivenefs  to  the 
chief  of  finners,  without  any  merit  or  qualification  on  their 
part ;  complete  deliverance  from  the  power  of  corrupti- 
on ;  and  fan&ification  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  grace.  What 
then  are  the  fevere  terms  ?  Truly  to  accept  of  them  juft 
as  fully  and  freely  as  they  are  offered ;  to  receive  forgive- 
nefs  as  mere  mercy,  which  we  have  not  deferved,  and 
defire  deliverance  from  every  fin  without  exception ;  and 
to  expeft  to  obtain  it  npt  from  ourfelves,  but  by  the  ftrength 
that  is  in  Chrift  :  the  true  felf-denial  of  the  gofpel  is  the 
hardeft  facrifice  to  human  pride.  Men  may  cry  up  mo- 
rality, and  boaft  of  it,  and  truft  in  it,  and  never  praftife 
it ;  but  heartily  to  approve  of  the  whole  law  of  God,  and 
breathe  after  conformity  to  it,  as  the  purchafe  of  GhrilTs 
death,  and  the  effect  of  our  union  with  him,  and  giving 
the  honor  of  it  only  to  him,  this,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  the 
obedience  of  faith.  Now,  do  you  doubt  whether  you  have 
accepted  Chrift  on  thefe  terms  ?  This  is  not  doubting, 
but  refufing;  and  I  have  no  confolation  for  you.  But  if 
you  are  willing  that  Chrift  fhould  be  all,  and  you  flioujd 
be  nothing,  and  fincerely  grieve  for  the  fin  and  impurity 
that  ft  ill  cleaves  to  you,  and  even  for  your  unbelief,  and 
the  hardnefs  of  your  hearts,  come  to  this  table,  and  u  my 
u  God  fhall  fupply  all  your  wants  from  his  riches  in  glory 
«*  by  Chrift  Jefus."        ' 

3dly,  That  I  may,  if  poflible,  yet  farther  illuftrate  and 
commend  the  divine  grace,  here  is  matteiNjf  joy  to  all 
without  exception  :  "  Behold,  I  bring  you  glad  tidings 
ifc  of  great  joy,  that  God  is  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world 
'••  unto  h'mifelf !"     You  have  caufe  to  be  thankful,  that, 
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for  your  former  contempt  of  mercy,  you  have  not  been  cut 
off  from  the  land  of  the  living,,  and  condemned  for  ever 
to  the  flames.  O  that  you  were  fenfible  what  grace  and 
patience  is  exercifed  towards  you  in  your  daily  preferva- 
tion !  that  your  pad  refufals  have  not  been  accepted  as 
your  final  choice,  and  your  flate  determined  beyond  re- 
demption! I  do,  now,  upon  this  folemn  occafion,  when 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  as  broken  and  flied  for  fin- 
ners,  is  to  be  fet  before  you,  by  his  warrant  and  authority, 
befeech  you,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  and  pray  you  to  be 
reconciled  unto  him.  Shall  I  be  obliged,  on  this  feafon 
of  joy,  amidft  fo  bright  a  difplay  of  divine  love,  to  un- 
flieath  the  fword  of  almighty  vengeance,  and  denounce  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord  ?  No,  my  brethren,  I  rather  chufe, 
now,  to  befeech  than  to  command,  to  invite  than  to  threat- 
en you;  to  fliew  you  the  wrath  of  God  falling  upon  your 
Saviour  than  upon  yourfelves  ;  and  fhall  not  his  love  con- 
ftrain  you,  fhall  not  his  mercy  perfuade  you,  not  to  reject 
the  counfel  of  God  againfl  yourfelves  ?  Will  you  prefer 
the  pleafures  of  fin,  carnal  mirth,  and  fenfual  riot,  to  all 
the  blefled  fruits  of  divine  love  ?  You  will  fay,  I  fufpett, 
that  you  have  but  a  cold  notion  of  all  this  profufion  of  lan- 
guage about  joy  in  God ;  it  is  becaufe  you  know  it  not. 
Do  but  tafte  and  fee,  that  the  Lord  is  good !  I  am  fenfible, 
however,  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak  to  any  but  thofe  who  are 
weary  of  their  fins ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  only,  in  our  Sa- 
viour's words,  call  all  thofe  "  who  are  weary  and  heavy 
Cf  laden  to  come  unto  him,  that  they  may  have  reft."  As 
this  ordinance  is  proper  for  ratifying  former  engagements, 
fo  it  is  alfo  proper  for  entering  into  covenant  with  God, 
and  folemnly  giving  yourfelves  to  be  his.  And  oh  that  this 
may  be  a  day  and  place,  marked  in  the  regifters  of  hea- 
ven, when  and  where  many  joined  themfelves  to  the  Lord 
in  a  perpetual  covenant  never  to  be  forgotten  or  recalled  ! 
3.  The  laftufe  to  be  made  of  this  fubjett,  is  to  fhow 
you  what  is  your  proper  employment  at  the  Lord's  table. 
It  ought  to  be  a  joyful,  thankful/ipplication  of  the  bleflings 
of  Chrift's  purchafe  to  your  fouls.  Be  flrong  in  faith, 
giving  glory  to  God  ;  not  only  celebrate  his  love,  but  im- 
prove it,  by  afking,  in  faith,  every  thing  neceflarv  :o 
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your  fan&ification  and  peAce. — I  fhall  fhat  up  all,  by  de- 
firing  you  to  ufe  the  rfalmift's  preface,  in  going  untfc 
God,  who  fays,  in  the  3d  verfe,  "  0  fend  out  thy  light 
"  and  thy  truth ;  let  them  lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  in- 
44  to  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles."  In  order  to 
raife  and  elevate  your  minds,  to  fix  and  engage  your  un- 
fettled  hearts,  apply  td*God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  til 
men  in  his  hand,  that  he  would  difpofe  you  for  his  fervice; 
that  he  would  Ihed  abroad  his  ldve  in  your  hearts,  and 
make  you  joyful  in  his  houfc  of  prayer.  And  my  earned 
prayer  to  God  for  you,  is,  that  he  would  at  this  time,  con- 
vert feme,  or  (why  ihould  we  limit  him?)  every  profafte 
finner  in  this  aflembly;  pull  off  the  malk  of  hypoerites, 
and  fliew  them  their  owrt  likenefs ;  that  he  Would  iftake  it 
a  joyful  communion  to  many  of  you,  and  a  profitable  conk 
munion  to  all.    Amea 


t     ™7     3 


Th*  CHRISTIAN'S  DISPOSITION  wndkh  a  SENSE  of 
MERCIES  RECEIVED. 


SERMON  21. 


* 


PSALM  cxvi.  7. 


Return  unto  thy   rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
bountifully  with  thee. 

IT  is  the  language  of  nature,  as  well  as  of  grace,  to  cry 
to  God  in  diftrefs.  Wheft  great  extremity  fhows  the 
weaknefs  of  all  other  help,  there  remains  fo  much  of  God 
written  on  the  confciences  even  of  the  molt  profligate,  as 
excites  them  to  this  duty.  The  truth  of  this  obfervation 
appears  from  many  fcripture  examples,  as  well  as  every 
day's  experience.  But  though  bad  men  may  cry  to  God 
for  deliverance  from  fuffering,  they  know  little,  if  any 
thing  at  all,  of  returning  to  God  in  duty  and  gratitude,  for 
the  mercy  received,  Pfal.  lxxviii.  34, — 37.  "  When  he 
u  flew  them,  then  they  fought  him ;  and  they  returned, 
"  and  inquired  early  after  God.  And  they  remembered 
"  that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  high  God  their  Redeem- 
"  er.  Neverthelefs,  they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth, 
"  and  they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues.  For  their 
41  heart  was  not  right  with  him ;  neither  were  they  (ledfaft 
"  in  his  covenant."  See  alfo  the  account  of  the  ten  lepers, 
Luke  xvii.  12, — 17.  u  And  as  he  entered  into  a  certain 
"  village,  there  met  him  ten  men  that  were  lepers,  which 
w  flood  afar  off,  and  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  faid, 
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44  Jefus,  Mafter,  have  mercy  on  us.  And,  when  he  faw 
44  them,  he  faid  unto  them,  go  Ihew  yourfelves  unto  the 
44  priefls ;  and  it  came  to  pafs,  that,  as  they  went,  they 
44  were  cleanfed.  And  one  of  them,  when  he  faw  that  he 
44  was  healed,  turned  back,  and,  with  a  loud  voice,  glori- 
44  fied  God,  and  fell  down  on  his  face,  at  his  feet,  giving 
44  him  thanks  ;  and  he  was  a  Samaritan  :  and  Jcfus  an- 
44  fwering,  faid,  Were  there  not  ten  cleanfed  ?  but  where 
44  are  the  nine  ?"  They  all  cried  alike  for  the  cure ;  uui 
the  greateft  partfoon  forgot  their  obligation  to  their  mer- 
ciful Saviour. 

It  is  no  way  difficult  to  account  for  this  behavior  in  hvi 
men  ;  but,  alas !  it  is  melancholy  to  think  how  much  of 
this  unhappy  difpofition  is  to  be  found  even  in  the  befh 
When  the  prefTure  of  any  trial  is  felt,  they  flee  to  God  as 
their  refuge  and  fecurity ;  with  fervent  fupplication,  and 
earneft  wreflling,  they  intreat  his  help.  But,  though  we 
mull  not  charge  any  fincere  fervant  of  God  with  an  entire 
forgetfulnefs  of  his  goodnefs,  or  open  defertion  of  his  fer- 
vice ;  yet,  I  am  afraid,  that  many  are  very  defective  in 
this  particular ;  and  that  few,  very  few,  preferve  the  fame 
folicitude  to  improve  their  mercies,  as  to  obtain  them. 

My  intention  is  to  apply  this  to  us,  who  have  lately 
been  at  the  Lord's  table  ;  and,  I  hope,  before  going  there, 
not  a  few  were  earneft  in  their  prayers  for  the  divine  pre- 
fence.  Urged  by  the  fufferings  of  this  mortal  body,  the 
lofs  of  outward  comforts,  the  power  of  inward  temptati- 
ons, or  a  defire  of  the  return  of  an  abfent  God,  or  the 
quickening  of  a  flothful  fpirit,  they  fought  confolation  in 
this  holy  ordinance ;  they  went  to  feek  the  Lord,  going 
and  weeping.  I  hope  alfo,  and  believe,  that  many  went 
not  in  vain,  but  "found  him  whom  their  foul  loved,  found 
"  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go."  All  fuch  ought  to 
imitate  the  Pfalmift  in  the  fpirit  that  breathes  through  the 
whole  of  this  Pfalm;  and,  particularly,  in  the  words  of 
my  text :  Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul,  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee. 

I  need  only  fay,  in  a  very  few  words,  that  the  whole 
Pfalm  is  an  expreffion  of  his  gratitude  for  deliverance 
from  great  fufferings,  from  enemies  cruel  and  treacherous. 
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They  were  alfo  of  an  inward,  as  well  as  an  outward  kind, 
as  all  his  trials  did  ordinarily  bring  fin  to  remembrance* 
and  fill  him  with  a  humbling  fenfe  of  the  awful  judgments 
of  a  holy  and  righteous  God.  He  feems  alfo  to  have  been 
particularly  exercifed  in  prayer  to  God  his  all-fufficient 
help :  ver.  3,  4.  u  The  forrows  of  death  compafled  me, 
"  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me  :  I  found  trouble 
41  and  forrow.  Then  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord; 
"  O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  deliver  my  fouh"  He  there- 
upon celebrates  the  mercy  of  God,  and  wearing  the  bonds 
of  love,  defires  toexprefs  his  obligations  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  and  to  fatisfy  them  by  the  mod  chearful  obedience: 
verfe  12.  "  Whatfhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his 
u  benefits  towards  me  ?" 

In  difcourfing  further,  at  this  time,  I  fhall  juft  obferve, 
that  the  words  of  the  text  contain  the  Pfalmifl's  refolution: 
Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul. — And  the  reafon  on 
which  it  is  founded ; -for  the  Lord  bath  dealt  bounti- 
fully with  thee.  Thefe  two,  as  applicable  to  the  fervanls 
of  God  in  general,  and  ourfelves  in  particular,  I  fhall  dif- 
tinCtly  confider,  not  in  the  order  of  the  words,  but  in  the 
order  of  nature. 

I.  I  fhall  defcribe  the  flate  of  thofe  with  whom  God 
hath  dealt  bountifully. 

II.  Explain  the  import  of  the  PfalmifTs  refolution, 
which  ought  to  be  theirs:  Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  souL 

And  then  fhall  make  fome  practical  improvement  of 
the  fubjett. 

I.  Then,  I  fhall  defcribe  the  ftate  of  thofe  with  %vhom 
God  hath  dealt  bountifully;  and  I  am  juft  to  defcribe  this, 
in  its  great  lines,  from  experience,  befeeching  every  one 
prefentto  hear  it  with  application;  and  to  add  fuch  cir- 
cumflances  to  the  feveral  particulars,  as  will  make  them 
completely  fujtablc  to  his  own  flate — Obferve,  then, 

1.  That  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thofe  from 
whom  he  hath  removed  any  affliftion  under  which  they 
groaned,  and  for  deliverance  from  which  they  prayed. — 
If  we  would  count  our  mercies,  they  are  very  many :  and 
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• 
we  o&jn  lofe  both  the  relifh  of  them,  and  the  benefit  of 
jhcm,  by  not  obferving  them,  Thofe  who  are  delivered 
irom  ficknefs,  or  the  fear  of  it,  in  themfelves,  or  their  rela- 
tions) ought  to  be  fenfible  of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  who 
maketh  them  to  lye  down  and  rife  up  in  fafety. — If  any 
had  reafon  to  fear  confinement  from  ordinances,  or  from 
ufefulnefe,  they  fhould  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxviii. 
16,  '19.  "  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  is  exalted;  the 
44  right  hand  of  the  Lord  doth  valiantly.  1  (hall  not  die, 
"  but  live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord ;  the  Lord 
"  hath  chaftened  me  fore ;  but  he  hath  not  given  me  over 
"  unto  death.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteoufnefs  ;  I 
"  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praife  the  Lord." — If  any 
were  oppreffed  with  calumny  and  reproach,  and  God  hath 
hidden  them  from  the  (Irife  of  tongues,  hath  pleaded  their 
caufe,  or  brought  forth  their  "  judgment  as  the  light,  and 
44  their  righteoufnefs  as  the  noon-day,"  The  Pfalmift 
fays,  Pfal.  cxviii.  io, — 14,  "  All  nations  comparted  mo 
41  about ;  but  in  the  name  of  die  Lord  will  I  deftroy  them. 
44  They  compaffed  me  about,  yea,  they  compafTed  me 
4f  about;  but,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  will  deftroy  them. 
44  They  compaffed  me  about  like  bees ;  they  are  quenched 
44  as  the  fire  of  thorns ;  for,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I 
44  will  deftroy  them.  Thou  haft  thruft  fore  at  me,  that  I 
"  might  fall ;  but  the  Lord  helped  me  :  the  Lord  is  my 
44  ftrength  and  fong,  and  is  become  my  falvation."  If 
any  are  delivered  from  the  fear  of  want,  and  a  rcafonable 
profpeft  given  them  of  competent  and  fuitable  provifion 
for  themfelves  and  families;  if  they  can  remember  the 
time,  whether  lately  or  at  a  greater  diftance,  when  they 
feemed  to  be  threatened  with  poverty  and  dependance, 
and  all  the  fhame,  diftrefs,  and  temptation  that  attends 
that  enfnaring  ftate;  if,  I  lay,  they  can  remember  this,  and 
fee  how  God,  by  a  gracious  providence,  has  led  them  by 
the  hand ;  has  given  them  food  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put 
on,  and  even  honored  them  with  the  ability  and  the  heart 
to  ftretch  out  their  hands  to  the  poor  and  needy,  the  father- 
Icfs  and  the  widow  ;  furely  he  hath  dealt  bountifully  with 
them.  They  ought  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xxiii.  5, 
il  Thou  prepared  a  table  before  me  in  the  prefence  of 
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"  mine  enemies  :  thou  anointed  my  head  with  qii,  my 
11  cop  runneth  over." — If  any  have  been  burdened  with  * 
fenfe  of  guilt,  the  arrows  of  the  Lord  within  them,  and  the 
poifon  thereof  drinking  up  their  fouls,  and  God  hath  re- 
vealed himfelf  to  them,  as  pardoning  iniquity,  tranfgrefli- 
on,  and  fin  ;  if  they  have  been  enabled  to  lay  hold,  with 
clearnefs  and  confidence,  of  the  great  atonement,  they 
have  furely  tailed  of  his  love  :  Or,  if  a  fpirit  of  bondage 
and  flavifh  fear  has  given  a  forbidding  afpect  to  the  paths 
of  piety,  or  hath  brought  a  gloom  and  darknefs  upon  the 
paths  of  providence,  and  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  fpeak 
peace  to  their  fouls,  by  the  Spirit  of  confolation,  they  will 
lay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  ciii.  i,  u  Blefs  the  Lord,  O 
"  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name.** 
*— Or,  finally,  if  any  hath  complained  of  a  dead,  flothful, 
fecure  frame,  reding  too  eafily  in  the  form,  and  minding 
little  of  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  it  hath  pleafed  God 
to  touch  their  hearts  and  lips  with  a  live-coal  from  off  his 
altar ;  to  command  their  attention  by  his  word ;  to  excite 
their  affedtions  in  his  worlhip,  and  to  give  a  new  drain  of 
Watchfulnefs  and  tendernefs  to  the  whole  of  their  conver- 
sion :  they  have  furely  the  greated  reafon  to  fay,  u  Re- 
u  turn  unto  thy  red,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
€i  bountifiilly  with  thee." 

2.  The  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  you,  if  you 
can  obferve  a  particular  mark  and  fignature  of  his  provi- 
dence in  your  mercies.  It  is  one  thing  to  receive  the 
bounty  of  providence,  and  another  to  difcern  and  confefs 
the  hand  that  bedows  it.  Even  with  regard  to  the  bleff- 
ings  that  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  common  to  every  thing 
that  lives,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  highed  moment,  and  of 
great  influence  in  religion,  to  have  a  deep  and  ferious  con- 
viftion  from  whom  they  flow,  to  be  fenfible  of  the  abfo- 
luteand  condant  dependance  of  every  creature  upon  God. 
It  places  us  immediately  in  our  Maker's  prefence  ;  for, 
astheapodlePaul  fays,  A&s  xvii.  27,  " — He  is  not  far 
"  from  every  one  of  us.  For  in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
"  and  have  our  being." 

But  though  this  is  not  to  be  negledted,  I  have  fomething 
father  in  view,  viz.  When  we  can  obferve  the  particular 
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flepaof  providence,  as  well  as  the  gracious  intention  of  it, 
£s  the  fruit  of  fpecial  and  diftinguilhing  love.     The  foot- 
fteps  of  Providence  are  to  be  feen  often  in  the  means,— 
in  the  ieafon, — and  in  the  nature  of  the  mercy. 

ill.  When  the  means  by  which  any  mercy  is  brought 
about  are  extraordinary,  and  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hu- 
man wifdom,  it  ferves  tofliow  that  God  himfelf  hath  been 
their  help.  Sometimes  the  children  of  God  are  left  to 
pjove  the  weaknefs  of  all  created  help,  and  to  b$  urged  in 
a  manner  to  the  brink  of  defpair,  that  their  deliverance 
may  be  the  more  fignal,  and  may  the  more  evidently 
point  out  the  very  finger  of  God.  What  a  mercy  is  it, 
when  the  enemies  of  good  men  wait  for  their  halting,  and 
hope  to  overcome  them,  and  yet  they  are  remarkably  de- 
livered, and  out  of  weaknefs  are  made  flrong?  See  how 
the  Pfalmift  prays,  Pfal.  lxxxvi-  16,  17.  "  O  turn  unto" 
"  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me.  Give  thy  ftrength  unto 
"  thy  fervant,  and  lave  the  lbn  of  thine  handmaid.  Shew 
ic  me  a  token  for  good,  that  they  which  hate  me  may  fee 
"  it,  and  be  alhamed;  becaufe  thou,  Lord,  haft  hoi  pen 
"  me,  and  comforted  me." 

2dly.  Sometimes  the  providence  of  God  is  feen  in  the 
fealbn  of  the  mercy.  It  is  bellowed  when  it  is  moft  need- 
ed, or  when  it  may  be  of  greate'it  ufe.  When  the  faith  of 
I113  people  is  beginning  to  fail,  it  frequently  meets  with 
unexpected  and  eminent  fupport,  Pf.  lxxiii.  2,  "But  as 
%t  for  mc\  my  feet  were  almott  gone  :  my  fteps  had  well 
"  nigh  liipt."  v.  10.  "  Therefore  his  people  return  hi- 
"  ihcr :  and  waters  of  a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  to  them." 
Pfahn  xciv.  16,  17,  18,  19.  u  Who  will  rife  up  for  me 
u  againft  the  evil  doers  ?  or  who  will  {land  up  for  me 
"  againft  the  workers  of  iniquity  ?  Unlefs  the  Lord  had 
"  been  my  help,  my  foul  had  almoft  dwelt  in  lilence. 
"  When  1  (aid,  my  foot  llippeth ;  thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 
"  held  me  up.  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within 
iC  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul."  When  they  have 
duties  of  importance  before  them,  they  have  fometimes 
fuch  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrengih  given  them,  as  to  carry 
them  through  with  comfort  and  with  credit.  Sometimes, 
to  prepare  them  for  trials  which  may  be  before  them,  they 
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have  uncommon  meafure*  of  confolation  from  above;  and 
ibmetimes  under  or  after  trials,  for  their  fupport  and  coi*. 
fort,  they  meet  with  all  in  the  Creator,  and  much  more 
than  they  loft  in  the  creature.  And  I  hope,  my  brethren, 
many  have  caufe  to  adore  the  wifdom,  as  well  as  the 
grace  of  God  in  public  ordinances,  that  directs  his  minif- 
ters,  as  well  as  his  Spirit,  to  fuch  inftru&ions  as  may  be 
moft  fuitaMe,  both  to  the  wants  and  the  defires  of  his 
faints*  How  excellent  is  found  inftru&ion,  at  any  rate ! 
But  what  a  new  beauty  and  excellency  does  is  acquire, 
in  the  eyes  of  that  perfon,  to  wbofe  inward  complaints  it 
is  dire£tiy  fuited  ?  We  may  fay  of  it  as  Solomon  fays, 
Proverbs  xv.  23,  f<  A  man  hath  joy  by  the  anfwer  of  his 
41  mouth ;  and  a  word  fpoken  in  due  feafon,  bow  good  is 

«  it  V xxv.  11.  "  A  word  fitly  fpoken  is  like  apples 

"  of  gold  in  pidures  of  filver."  Ifaiah  L  4.  «  The  Lord 
"  God  hath  given  me  the  tongue  of  die  learned,  that  I 
"  fhould  know  how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that 
"  is  weary." 

3dly.  Once  more :  The  fignature  of  Providence  is 
fometimes  feen  in  the  nature  of  the  mercy,  when  it  is  ex- 
actly fuited  to  the  ftate  and  chara&er  of  the  perfon  con- 
cerned. Our  temper,  ftation,  duties,  have  in  them  a  very 
great  diverfity ;  and  there  is  frequently  an  opportunity  to 
obfcrve  how  God  difpenfes  his  gifts  with  wifdom  and  pro- 
priety.  If  he  gives  to  the  rich,  humility,  thankfulnefs,  or 
liberality ;  to  the  poor,  patience,  truft,  and  refignation : 
If  he  keeps  the  weak  from  temptation  and  trial ;  and  fills 
with  fortitude  thofe  who  are  to  meet  with  refiftance;  and, 
in  general,  accommodates  his  mercies  to  their. apparent 
neceffity,  can  it  be  denied,  that  he  deals  boufltifully  with 
them.  We  are  taught  this  truth  in  a  very  tender  paflage, 
PJal. ciii.  13, 14.  "Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 
41  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him ;  for  he  ksjlweth 
44  our  frame ;  he  remembered!  that  we  are  duft."  In  ma- 
ny  inftances,  indeed,  this  kindnefs  and  condefcenfion  is 
to  be  obferved  both  in  the  nature  of  mercies,  and  in  the 
meafure  of  affliftions,  Ifa.  xxvii.  8.  M  In  meafure,  when 
44  it  fhooteth  forth,  thou  wilt  debate  with  it ;  he  (laytth 
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"  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  eaft  wind."  This  lead* 
me  to  obferve, 

3.  That  the  Lord  deals  bountifully  with  his  people, 
when  he  gives  them  a  clear  and  fatisfying  view  of  the  fa- 
lutary  end,  and  enables  them  to  make  a  fanftified  ufe 
both  of  their  trials  and  mercies.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
calamities  of  various  kinds  are  infeparable  from  this  (late 
of  mortality  and  of  fin  ;  neither  need  I  tell  you  that  the 
children  of  God  never  were,  nor  ever  (hall  be  exempted 
from  their  (hare.  But,  as  their  mercies  have  a  quite  dif- 
ferent nature  and  influence,  from  thofe  which  are  bellow* 
ed  upon  a  carelefs,  fecure  world  ;  fo  their  trials  have  a  pe- 
culiar dire£tion,  and  are  capable  of  a  fpiritual  improve- 
ment :  nay,  they  are  reprefented  in  fcripture,  as  the  fruit 
and  evidence  of  love,  Heb.  xii.  5.  "  And  ye  have  forgot- 
41  ten  the  exhortation  which  fpeaketh  unto  you  as  unto 
u  children,  My  fon,  defpife  not  thou  the  chaftening  of  the 
44  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him."  Pfahn 
lxxxix.  30,  31,  32,  33.  u  If  his  children  forfake  my  law, 
44  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments ;  if  they  break  my  fla- 
44  tutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments,  then  will  I 
41  vifit  their  tranfgreflion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity 
44  with  ftripes  :  neverthelefs,  my  loving-kindnefs  will  I 
%c  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  fufter  my  faithfulnefs  to 
"  fail." 

Now,  my  brethren,  fometimes  the  children  of  God  may 
ftruggle  for  a  leafon  under  afflictions,  and  find  much  diffi- 
culty to  adhere  ftedfattly  to  their  duty :  nay,  what  do  I 
fay  ?  truly  they  may  fin  not  a  little  by  impatience  in  their 
hearts,  and  fpeaking  unadvifedly  with  their  lips,  as  well 
as  by  finking  under  the  ftroke,  and  manifefting  unbelief 
and  dillrufl  in  the  rock  of  their  falvation.  They  may  be 
alfo  greatly  at  a  lofs  to  interpret  the  language  of  Provi- 
dence, and  difcover  the  caufe  of  God's  controverfy  with 
them.  They  may  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxvii.  6, 
— 9,  4C I  call  to  remembrance  my  fong  in  the  night ;  I 
44  commune  with  mine  own  heart,  and  my  fpirit  made  di- 
44  ligent  fearch.  Will  the  Lord  call  off  forever  ?  and  will 
44  he  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for- 
44  ever  ?     Doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?   Hath  God 
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41  fofgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  {hut  up  his 
cc  tender  mercies  ?  Selah."  Or,  with  Job,  Job  x.  1, — 3, 
t€  My  foul  is  weary  of  my  life;  I  will  leave  my  complaint 
upon  Vnyfelf ;  I  will  fpeak  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul. 
M  I  will  fay  unto  God,  do  not  condemn  me ;  (hew  me 
**  wherefore  thou  contendefi  with  me.  Is  it  good  unto 
**  thee,  that  thou  fhouldeft  opprefs  ?  that  thou  fhouldeft 
"  defpife  the  work  of  thine  hands,  and  fhine  upon  the 
•*  counfel  of  the  wicked?" 

But  what  a  mercy  is  it,  when  it  pleafeth  God  to  recon- 
cile our  minds  to  the  will  of  his  providence  ;  to  fet  home 
upon  the  confidence  his  right  of  Sovereignty ;  his  title  to 
ctifpofe  of  our  perfons,  our  reputation,  our  fubftance,  our 
relations,  without  exception,  and  without  condition,  even 
as  he  will.  O  how  happy  !  to  be  able  to  fay,  with  our 
(offering Saviour,  "  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this 
"  cup  pafs  from  me!  neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as 
"  thou  wilt.  And,  again,  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  away 
M  from  me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done."  Is  this 
unreafonable  ?  Nothing  lefs.  Should  he  not  do  what  he 
will  with  his  own  ?  Is  it  iro poffible  ?  Blefled  be  God,  it  is 
far  from  it.  How  happy,  my  brethren,  to  have  our  cor- 
ruptions  mortified  by  fuffering !  to  have  the  fpirit  broken 
by  contrition  and  penitence,  when  the  body  is  broken  by 
ficknefs  or  diftrefs;  to  weaken  our  attachment  to  the 
world,  when  it  is  Ihowing  its  inftability  and  uncertainty 
as  our  pofleffion ;  to  hate  the  fin  for  which,  and  not  the 
God  by  whom  the  ftroke  is  inflicted,  let  it  be  of  what  na- 
ture foever  it  will  ?  O  how  happy  to  have  divine  confo- 
lation  under  fuffering  !  an  angel  from  heaven  lengthen- 
ing us!  the  foul  following  hard  after  God !  when  the  be- 
liever is  enabled  to  delight  himfelf  in  God,  even  in  the 
abfence  of  all  outward  comfort !  and  to  fay  with  Hab.  iii. 
17,  18,  tC  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall  not  bloflbm,  neither 
u  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines;  the  labor  of  the  olive  fhall 
"  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  fhall 
"  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the 
"  flails;  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
tt  God  of  my  falvation !''  O  how  happy  is  it,  when  we  j 
experience  the  fan&ifying  effe&s  of  fuffering,  to  be  able  to    J 
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look  back  upon  it,  and  find  the  bitternefs  and  feverity 
over,  or  mitigated  by  time,  but  the  fruits  of  it  remaining, 
and  daily  gathering  ftrength !  One  affliction,  truly  fanc- 
tified,  prepares  the  mind  for  others  to  follow,  and  makes 
them  both  more  tolerable,  and  more  ufefal.  He  who  has 
fought,  and  found  confolation  in  God,  under  one  affliction, 
is  refreflied,  braced,  and  armed  for  another  combat ;  he  is- 
not  fo  much  afraid  of  new  and  unknown  enemies,  becaufo 
he  knows  where  to  find  fure  and  effe&ual  fupport.  There 
is  fomething  very  noble  and  animated  in  that  part  of  the 
apoille  Paul's  difcourfe  to  the  elders  of  Ephefus,  which 
relates  to  his  I bfferings  for  the  gofpel,  A&sxx.  22,  23,  24. 
44  And  now,  behold,  I  go  bound  in  the  fpirit  unto  Jerufiu 
44 lem,  not  knowing  the  things  that  fhall  befal  me  there ; 
«4  fave  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  witneffeth  in  every  city,  fry. 
44  ing,  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me.  But  none  of 
44  thefe  things  move  me ;  neither  count  I  my  life  dear 
44  unto  myfelf,  fo  that  I  might  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy, 
44  and  the  miniftry  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Je- 
44  fus,  to  teftify  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God."  I  cannot 
go  through  either  every  kind  of  fuffering,  or  every  kind  of 
benefit  we  may  receive  from  it ;  but  we  have  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  the  fcripture  faints,  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  bearing  witnefs  to  the  falutary  confequence  of 
affliction.  Thus  David  fays,  Pfal.  cxix.  67,  u  Before  I 
41  was  afflifted,  I  went  aftray  ;  but  now  have  I  kept  thy 
"  word  :"  and  verfe  71,  "It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have 
44  been  afflifted,  that  I  might  learn  thy  ftatutes."  And 
the  apoflle  Paul,  Rom.  v.  3.  "  And  not  only  fo,  but  we 
44  glory  in  tribulation  alfo,  knowing  that  tribulation  work- 
€t  eth  patience."  And  fo  certain  is  this  truth,  that,  I  am 
perfuaded,  there  is  no  ferious  exercifed  perfon  among  us, 
but  is  willing  to  ftrengthen  the  evidence  by  his  own  teflU 
mony. 

I  may  add,  that  the  Lord  deals  very  bountifully  with 
thofe  to  whom  he  gives  the  fan&ified  ufe  of  their  mercies ; 
when  in  general  mercies  have  not  led  to  fecurity  or  pride, 
but  to  thankfulnefs,  and  even  to  a  holy  concern  to  im- 
prove them  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  when  great  abundance 
ot  outward  paffeffions  has  pot  led  to  fenftiality,  or  proh- 
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nitj,  or  hardncfs  of  heart ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  hu- 
mility,' ufefulnefs,  liberality;  when  a  numerous  or  grow- 
ing family,  children  fpringing  up  as  olive  plants  round 
about  the  table,  only  fill  the  parents  with  a  tender  concern 
to  train  them  up  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  feafon  their  young 
hearts  with  early  impreflions  of  religion;  when,  inftead  of 
a  fooliih  jealoufy  or  ambition  to  have  your  children  more 
fumptuoufly  dreffed  than  others,  your  great  care  is  to  have 
diem  kept  from  the  fociety  of  the  vicious,  and  to  have  them 
no  way  behind  the  very  bed  accomplifhed  in  every  branch 
of  ufefol  knowledge ;  when  you  are  favored  with  the  ef- 
teem  and  affe&ion  of  others,  and  God  enables  you  to  im- 
prove your  influence  by  zeal  and  diligence  in  doing  good. 

Thefe  are  all  fan&ified  mercies ;  and,  as  the  Lord  deals 
bountifully  with  thofe  on  whom  they  are  beftowed  from 
time  to  time ;  fo,  in  afts  of  folemn  worfhip,  it  is  an  un- 
jbeakable  happinefs,  when  fuch  views  are  taken  of  our 
ttate  and  fituation,  and  of  the  afpeft  of  providence  towards 
us,  as  ferve  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  every  holy  difpofiti- 
on,  and  lead  us  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 
In  the 

4th,  And  laft  place,  The  Lord'hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  thofe  whom  he  hath  admitted  to  the  mod  intimate 
and  fpiritual  communion  with  himfelf ;  thofe  whom  he 
hath  carried  above  the  fphere  of  temptation,  filled  them 
with  fenfible  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  here,  and  earned  de- 
ftres  after  the  complete  and  perpetual  enjoyment  of  his 
prefence  in  heaven.  My  brethren,  it  is  no  contemptible 
communion  with  God,  when  the  foul  is  poured  out  in 
penitential  forrow,  filled  with  hatred  of  fin,  with  a  love 
of  God's  laws,  or  fubmiffion  to  his  providence ;  when  the 
Spirit  fhines  with  clearnefs  either  on  commands  or  pro- 
mifes,  and  makes  the  heart  approve  and  reft  in  them;  but 
there  are  alio  fpecial  happy  feafons,  when  the  believer  may 
be  faid  to  leave  his  mercies,  trials,  fins,  and  duties,  alto- 
gether  at  a  diftance,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  contemplation 
of  an  infinite  God.  He  is  the  proper  objeft  of  the  higheft 
efteem,  and  moft  ardent  love  of  every  reafonable  creature ; 
he  is  the  immediate  objeft  of  delight  and  wonder  to  the 
celcftial  hofts ;  and  fometimes  he  vouchfafes  fome  degree 
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of  the  like  exalted  joy  even  to  the  faints  on  earth.  It 
feems  to  have  been  the  defire  of  Mofes,  when  he  fays, 
Exod.  xxxiii.  18,  €< — I  befeech  thee  fliew  me  thy  glory. " 
And  the  fame  feems  to  have  been  the  happy  attainment 
of  the  difciples  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration ;  of  which 
fee  the  account,  Matth.  xvii.  i, — 4,  "And  after  fix  days, 
€<  Jefus  taketh  Peter,  James,  and  John  his  brother,  and 
"  bringeth  them  up  into  an  high  mountain  apart,  and  was 
"  transfigured  before  them,  and  his  face  did  fbine  as  the 
"  fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light ;  and,  be* 
"  bold,  there  appeared  unto  them  Mofes  and  Elias  talking 
u  with  him.  Then  anfwered  Peter,  and  faid  unto  Jefus, 
"  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here :  if  thou  wilt,  let  us 
"  make  here  three  tabernacles ;  one  for  thee,  and  one  for 
*  Mofes,  and  one  for  Elias."  The  luftre  of  their  Mailer's 
appearance,  and  what  they  heard  of  his  intercourfe  with 
the  two  inhabitants  of  heaven,  feems  to  have  made  them 
quite  forget  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do  on  earth :  or,  at 
leaft,  made  them  very  unwilling  to  return  to  their  former 
ftate. 

How  fliall  I  explain  this,  or  bring  it  down  to  the  con- 
ception of  worldly  men  ?  Perhaps  it  is  wrong  to  attempt 
it ;  but,  left  any  ihould  go  away,  fpeaking  with  contempt 
or  indignation  of  communion  with  God,  as  extravagance, 
enthufiafm,  and  folly,  I  (hall  take  leave  to  fupport  it  by 
the  following  illuftration.  Suppofe  any  of  you  were,  as 
perhaps  you  have  been,  admitted  to  the  fight  of  fome  ex- 
ceeding  ftrange  and  wonderful  appearance  in  nature  or 
art ;  will  not  this  fometimes  fill  you  with  inexpreffible 
furprife  and  delight?  will  it  not,  for  a  time,  quite  fufpend 
your  attention  to  any  thing  elfe  ?  Your  bufinefs,  cares, 
fears,  and  other  pleafures,  will  be  all  forgotten  for  a  feafon; 
Now,  if  this  is  the  cafe,  I  defire  to  know,  why  the  glory 
of  the  true  God,  difcovered  in  his  word,  and  illuftrated 
by  his  Spirit,  may  not,  or  ought  not  to  be  the  fubjeft  of 
the  greateft  wonder,  and  moft  exalted  pleafure,  to  thofe 
who  truly  love  him  ?  The  truth  is,  there  is  fo  much  to  be 
feen,  that  is  furprifing  and  aftonifhing,  both  in  the  nature 
and  works  of  God,  in  creation,  providence,  and  redemp- 
tion, thai  the  only  thing  that  hinders  us  from  dwelling 
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with  delight  on  this  great  fubjeft,  is  the  finfulnefs  of  our 
nature,  which  too  flrongly  prompts  us  to  flee  from  him. 
When  therefore  the  believer  is  freed  from  the  apprehen- 
lions  of  guilt,  and  goes  to  God,  as  his  God,  in  gratitude 
and  duty,  itis  no  wonder  that  he  tafles  a  little  of  that  un- 
fpeakablc  joy  that  is  at  his  right  hand.  I  doubt  hot,  but 
many  will  fay  this  is  true.  O  let  but  the  light  of  his  re- 
conciled countenance  fhine  upon  me,  let  me  be  but  free 
from  the  doubt,  fufpicion,  and  fear,  fuggefied  by  my  fins, 
and  heaven  would  immediately  begin  to  dawn  upon  my 
foul! 

As  intimate  communion  with  God  may  be  faid  to  bring 
down  fomcthing  of  heaven  to  earth,'  fo  it  always  carries 
the  defires  of  the  foul  from  earth  to  heaven.  It  is  not  on- 
ly made  up  of  faith  and  contemplation  in  the  prefent  flate, 
but  of  hope,  which  breathes  after  further  difcoveries  in  a 
fiate  of  greater  perfection.  It  not  only  increafes  defire, 
but  helps  our  conceptions.  The  foul,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo, 
climbs  up  to  the  fummit  of  prefent  enjoyments,  that  it 
may  fee  the  farther  into  what  ftill  remains.  It  fays,  as  it 
were,  if  fuch  the  glory  and  luftre  of  the  outer  court,  what 
muft  be  the  unvailed  fplendor  of  the  holy  of  holies.  You 
lee  theapoftle  Paul  makes  this  ufe  of  comparative  reflecti- 
ons, 1  Cor.  xiii.  9, — 12,  "  For  we  know  in  part ;  and 
44  we  prophefy  in  part ;  but  when  that  which  is  perfedt  is 
11  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  away. 
u  When  I  was  a  child,  I  fpake  as  a  child,  I  underflood  as 
"  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child ;  but,  when  1  became  a 
"  man,  I  put  away  childifh  things:  for  now  we  fee  through 
"  a  glafs  darkly ;  but  then  face  to  face  :  now  I  know  in 
"  part,  but  then  fhall  I  know  even  as  alfo  I  am  known," 
1  John  iii.  2. — "  And  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what.we  fhall 
"  be;  but  we  know,  that  when  he  fhall  appear,  we  fhall 
"  be  like  him ;  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is." 

Alas!  my  brethren,  that  intimate  communion  with 
God  fhould  be  fo  rare,  and  that  fo  few  of  us  fhould  attain 
to  the  difpofition  of  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  defi- 
red  M  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far  better." 
Let  us  be  afhamed  of  it.  Surely  many  of  us  have  tafted 
a  good  deal,  and  feen  a  good  deal  more  of  the  vanity  of 
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the  world,  which  ought  to  wean  our  affections  from  it. 
Happy,  happy  they !  who  can  ufe  the  language  of  the 
apoille  to  the  Philippians,  Phil,  iii.  2Ct  21.  c*  For  our 
"  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  alfo  we  look  for 
"  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  who  fliall  change 
u  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fafhioned  like  unto  his 
**  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working,  whereby  he  is 
"  able  even  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfelf."  And, 
Titus  ii.  13.  "  Looking  for  that  blefied  hope,  and  the  glo- 
u  rious  appearing  of.  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour,  Je- 
cc  fus  Chrift."  That  there  are  fome  who  have  been  for- 
merly,  and  of  late,  fo  happily  vifited  with  the  divine  pre- 
fence,  I  have  little  doubt;  and  to  as  many  as  have  been  fo, 
furely  I  am  warranted  to  fay,  the  Lord  bath  dealt  bounti- 
fully with  you* 

II.  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  viz.  to 
explain  the  import  of  the  Pfalmift's  refolution,  or  his  ex- 
hortation to  his  own  foul,  which  all  in  the  fame  iituation 
ought  to  imitate,  Return  unto  tby  rest,  0  my  soul.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  fuppofed  only  to  imply,  that  he  refolves 
to  forget  his  anxiety  and  care,  and  folate  himfelf  in  that 
ftate  of  quiet  and  fecurity  to  which  he  was  happily  brought 
by  the  kindnefs  of  Providence ;  but  though,  no  doubt, 
this  may  be  confidered  as,  in  part,  the  meaning  of  the 
words,  I  cannot  think  it  is  the  whole.  It  would  be  doing 
great  injury  to  the  holy  Pfalmift,  to  fuppofe  that  he  was 
not  carried  upward,  in  his  views,  to  the  Author  of  his  reft, 
or  to  God  himfelf,  as  the  reft  of  his  foul.  The  whole 
Pfalm,  indeed,  breathes  his  piety  and  gratitude  to  God  ; 
and  his  defire  of  teftifying  it  by  every  proper  and  accepta- 
ble expreffion.  Taking  the  words,  therefore,  in  this 
light,  we  may  fuppofe  them  to  imply  the  following  parti- 
culars : 

1.  Return,  and  give  the  praife  where  it  is  due ;  and 
humbly  acknowledge  God  as  the  author  of  thy  mercies. 
He  had,  as  we  fee  by  the  preceding  verfes,  earneftly  im- 
plored help  from  God  in  his  diftrefs  ;  and  now  defires  to 
confefs  that  it  came  from  no  other  quarter.  We  are  ex- 
ceeding ready  to  fail  in  this  particular ;   fometimes  we 
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look  upon  the  outward  means  and  vifible  inftruments  of 
oar  deliverance,  and  forget  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  all 
events,  who  employs  them,  dire&s  them,  and  blefles 
them..  Sometimes  we  embrace  the  mercy  itfelf  with  fo 
much  complacency,  that  we  forget  both  our  former  necef- 
fity,  and  the  author  of  our  deliverance.  In  oppofition  to 
both  thefe,  it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty,  to  afcribe  every 
mercy  we  receive,  and  every  deliverance  with  which  we 
are  favored,  to  God,  as  its  proper  author,  and  to  offer 
him  the  tribute  of  praife,  and  to  blefs  his  name  for  ever. 
James  i.  17.  *  Every  good  gift,  and  every  perfeft  gift  is 
a  from  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights." 
I  admire  the  manner  of  fpeaking  frequently  found  in  fcrip- 
ture,  where  the  kindnefs  of  men  towards  us  is  immedi- 
ately and  cxprefsly  attributed  to  the  agency  of  God,  Gen. 
xxxix.  21.  "But  the  Lord  was  with  Jofeph,  and  (hewed 
44  him  mercy,  and  gave  him  favor  in  the  fight  of  the  keeper 
41  of  the  prifon."  A&s  vii.  9,  10.  "  And  the  patriarchs, 
44  moved  with  envy,  fold  Jofeph  into  Egypt;  but  God  was 
"with  him,  and  delivered  him  out  of  all  his  afflictions, 
44  and  gave  him  favor  and  wifdom  in  the  fight  of  Pharaoh, 
44  King  of  Egypt;  and  he  made  him  governor  over  Egypt, 
44  and  all  his  houfe."  Dan.  i.  9.  "  Now  God  had  brought 
44  Daniel  into  favor  and  tender  love  with  the  Prince  of 
44  the  eunuchs." 

How  great  a  duty,  and  how  important  a  part  of  religi- 
on, praife  and  thankfgiving  to  God  are,  may  be  feen  in 
•very  page  of  the  holy  fcripture,  both  in  the  way  of  pre- 
cept  and  example,  Deut.  viii.  10.  u  When  thou  haft  eat* 
44  en,  and  art  full,  then  thou  (halt  blefs  the  Lord  thy  God, 
44  for  the  good  land  which  he  hath  given  thee."  Plkltn 
cxxxvi.  1,  2,  3.  "  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he 
44  is  good  ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  O  give 
44  thanks  unto  the  God  of  gods ;  for  his  mercy  endureth 
44  forever.  Ogive  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  lords ;  for  his 
41  mercy  endureth  for  ever."  Pfal.  ciii.  1,  2,  3.  "Blefs 
44  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs 
44  his  holy  name.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  for* 
44  get  not  all  his  benefits ;  whoforgiveth  all  thine  iniqui- 
44  ties;  who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes."    Pfalm  cxlv.  i,  2. 

Vol.  II.  Q. 
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»  I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  O  king ;  and  I  will  bleft 
"  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  Every  day  will  I  blefs 
u  thee  ;  and  I  will  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever." 
And  that  this  duty  ought  particularly  to  be  difcharged  by 
thofe  who  have  been  highly  favored  of  God  in  any  refpeft, 
is  very  plain.  Though  the  glory  of  God  is  the  fubjeft  of 
habitual  adoration,  and  the  coniiant  courfe  of  his  bounty, 
the  fubjett  of  habitual  gratitude,  yet  new  and  fpecial  mer- 
cies, give,  as  it  were,  a  new  fpring,  and  add  ftrength  and 
vigor  to  the  foul  in  this  exercife.  Our  praifes  ought  to 
be  particular,  as  well  as  general ;  and  thofe  who  obferve 
and  record  the  fpecial  inftances  of  divine  mercy  toward 
them,  will  find  a  fulnefs  of  heart  in  this  duty,  to  which 
they  are  perfect  ftrangers,  who  fatisfy  themfelves  with  a 
general  and  indifcriminate  acknowledgment  of  the  divine 
bounty.  Many  of  the  P&lms  of  David  are  monuments 
of  his  gratitude,  for  particular  interpofitions  of  Providence 
in  his  behalf,  and  bear  particular  marks  of  reference  to  the 
time  and  circumftances  of  his  diflrefs. 

I  only  add,  upon  this  fubjeft,  that  the  Pfalmift  might 
well  fay,  in  thisfenfe,  Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul ; 
for  a  tender  and  affectionate  acknowledgment  of  the  mer- 
cies of  God,  not  only  makes  us  find  our  reft  in  him,  but 
makes  his  mercies  reft  with  us;  it  increafes  the  fweetnefs 
of  every  comfort ; — it  purifies  its  nature  ; — it  prolongs  its 
duration. — It  increafes  the  fweetnefs  of  it :  for  this  I  ap- 
peal to  the  experience  of  every  child  of  God.  Do  you 
ever  tafte  fo  much  real  delight  in  any  mercy,  as  when  you 
pour  out  your  heart  to  God  in  gratitude  for  beftowing  it ; 
even  in  gifts  from  men  we  are  fometimes  fenfible  of  a 
higher  value  in  them,  on  account  of  the  perfon  who  gave 
them,  than  any  worth  they  have  in  themfelves.  This 
holds,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  with  regard  to  God;  the 
more  we  return  our  mercies  in  praife  to  the  giver,  the 
more  we  pofilTs  them,  and  the  greater  richnefs  we  difco- 
ver  in  them. — It  alfo  purifies  their  nature.  Many  inftan- 
ces of  divine  poodnefs  regard  our  ftate  and  circumftances 
in  the  prefem  life ;  they  are  the  objetts  of  fenfible  grati- 
fication, as  well  as  religious  gratitude.  Now,  when  we 
obferve  and  celebrate  the  kindnefs  of  him  that  beftows 
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them,  they  not  only  ftrengthen  the  body,  but  fan&ify  the 
foul.  Is  it  not  fomething  more  than  barely  outward  pro- 
vifion,  when  we  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  JPfalm  xxiii.  5, 
11  Thou  prepareft  a  table  before  me,  in  the  prefence  of 
u  mine  enemies;  thou  anointed  my  head  with  oil  ;  my 
"cup  runneth  over?" — Again,  it  prolongs  the  duration 
of  our  mercies.  One  of  the  confequences  of  the  weaknefs 
and  imperfe&ion  of  the  prefent  ftate,  is,  that  we  are  ready 
foon  to  forget  our  mercies,  and  to  lofe  the  relifh  of  them. 
In  how  many  inftances  do  we  find,  that  what  gave  us  great 
and  fenfible  pleafure  at  firlt,  becomes,  in  time,  habitual, 
and,  at  laft,  indifferent  to  us  ?  Now,  praifing,  and  confeff-" 
ing  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  them,  ferves  to  write  them  up- 
on our  hearts ;  to  continue  the  fweetnefs  of  common  mer- 
cies ;  and  keep  up  the  memory  of  fignal  mercies,  or  thofe 
of  an  extraordinary  kind.  Health,  ftrength,  provifion, 
and  comfort,  when  they  are  not  interrupted,  are  apt  to  be 
quite  overlooked ;  but  the  daily  acknowledgment  of  di- 
vinegoodnefs,  gives  us  not  only  the  poffeffion,  but  the  ufe 
of  them.  Signal  mercies,  in  time,  flip  out  of  the  memo- 
Ty,  but  the  more  we  have  acknowledged  them,  they  will 
be  the  more  eafily  recalled  to  remembrance.  I  have 
known  inftances  of  pious  perfons  appointing  fixed  days  of 
thankfgiving  for  extraordinary  deliverances,  which  ferved 
to  renew  their  fenfe  of  them,  and  gave  them  fonie  degree, 
at  leaft,  of  the  fame  joy  and  gratitude  which  they  felt  when 
the  event  happened.  Some  alfo,  by  keeping  a  record  in 
writing  of  the  paths  of  divine  providence  toward  them, 
are  able  to  read  them  over  at  proper  times  in  their  order, 
to  compare  them  together,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  to  have 
a  rich  feaft  upon  a  whole  life  of  mercies,  the  remembrance 
.of  many  of  which  would  otherwife  have  been  effaced  by 
time. 

2.  This  expreffion  may  imply  returning  to  God,  and 
delighting  in  him  as  our  reconciled  God,  and  fupreme 
portion  and  happinefs.  This  is  indeed  the  reft  of  the  gra- 
cious foul,  which  gives  him  more  joy  than  all  outward 
pofleflions  taken  together.  His  outward  poffeflions  have 
no  value,  but  as  they  flow  from  it,  and  lead  back  to  it. 
Hefeys  with  the  Pfalraiit,  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7,  8,  "  There  be 
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"  many  that  fay,  Who  will  (how  us  any  good  ?  Lord, 
u  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Thou 
"  haft  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time 
"  that  their  corn  and  their  wine  increafed.  J  will  both 
"  lay  me  down  in  peace  and  fleep :  for  thou  Lord  only 
"  makeft  me  dwell  in  fafety.  Pfal.  lxxiii;  23,  25.  Never- 
*>  thelefs  I  am  continually  with  thee :  thou  haft  holden  me 
"  by  my  right  hand.  Thou  (halt  guide  me  with  thy  coun- 
"  fel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to  glory.  Whom  have  I 
"  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that 
"  I  defire  befides  thee."  Now,  my  brethren,  this  reft  is 
frequently  difturbed,  and  meets  with  interruption  in  the 
prefent  life.  Sin  is  the  chief  caufe  of  interruption ;  it 
raifes  an  interpofing  cloud,  and  feparates  between  God 
and  us.  But  it  is  alfo  fometimes  interrupted  by  afflifiion, 
and  diftrefles  of  various  kinds.  Thefe  two  caufes  have  a 
mutual  relation,  and  a  mutual  influence  one  upon  another* 
Afflictions  bring  fin  to  remembrance,  and  fin  fqueezesthe 
bittereft  ingredients  into  the  cup  of  affii&ion ;  fo  that  it 
fometimes  becomes  a  cup  of  trembling.  The  believer  is 
often  ready  to  miftake  the  rod  of  fatherly  correction  for  the 
exterminating  ftroke  of  avenging  juftice :  hence  the  bitter 
and  heart  melting  complaints  of  many  of  the  children  of 
God.  Job  vi.  4.  "  For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are 
"  within  me,  the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit, 
u  the  terrors  of  God  do  fet  themfelves  in  array  again  11  me." 
Pfal.  xlii.  6,  7.  "  O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft  down  with- 
%t  in  me:  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of 
"  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill  Mizar. 
"  I3eep  calleth  unto  deep  at  the  noife  of  thy  water-fpouts  : 
•*  all  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are  gone  over  me."  Lam. 
iii.  1, — 4-  "  lam  the  man  that  hath  feen  affiidlion  by  the 
"  rod  of  hie  wrath.  He  hath  led  mc  and  brought  me  in- 
"  to  darknefs,  but  not  into  light.  Surely  againft  me  is  he 
41  turned,  he  turneth  his  hand  againft  me  all  the  day.  My 
"  flefh  and  my  Ikin  hath  he  made  old,  he  hath  broken  my 
41  bones  " 

While  this  continues,  the  believer  is  excluded  from  his 
refl ;  and  indeed  the  more  peace  he  can  take  in  any  thing, 
while  at  a  diilance  from  God,  fo  much  the  worfe  fign  it 
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it  of  his  character ;  fo  much  the  more  fearful  fymptom  of 
his  flate.  But  when  the  Lord  hath  loofened  his  bonds, 
lifted  up  his  countenance  upon  him,  and  given  him  peace, 
is  it  not  proper  and  natural  for  him  to  fay,  Return  unto 
tby  r«f ,  0  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  bath  dealt  bountifully 
xoitb  thee.  When  he  hath  feen  the  marks  of  diftinguiih* 
ing  love  in  his  mercies ;  when  he  hath  tailed  confolation 
under  fufiering,  or  communion  with  God,  in  public  or  in 
fecret,  will  not  this  difpofe  him  to  reft  in  God,  to  improve 
the  happy  feafon,  and  defire  its  continuance  ?  All  things 
elfe  are  vain,  and  have  proved  their  vanity,  but  complete 
&tisfa£tion  is  here. 

I  have  no  doubt,  my  brethren,  that  this  is,  if  not  fhe 
only,  yet  one  of  the  chief  fenfes,  in  which  we  ought  to  un- 
derstand thefe  words.  Reft,  you  know,  fuppofes  labor, 
and  even  wearinefs  before.  Reft  alfo  feems  to  imply  that 
which  is  the  end  of  labor,  or  the  defire  of  the  weary.  It 
alfo  fignifies  that  which  is  to  continue,  or  that  we  wifh  to 
continue  without  further  change.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  ufed, 
Pfal.  exxxii.  8,  and  14,  "  Arife,  O  Lord,  into  thy  reft, 
*c  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  ftrength.  This  is  my  reft  for 
a  ever;  here  will  I  dwell;  for  I  have  defired  it:"  which 
refers  to  the  ark  of  the  teftimony  taking  a  fixed  abode,  and 
being  no  more  carried  about  from  place  to  place.  The 
fame  fenfe  is  conveyed  to  us  by  Heb.  iv.  9,  u  There  re- 
41  maineth  therefore  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God."  When, 
therefore,  the  Pfalmift  fays,  Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my 
soul,  it  means  that  God,  and  his  favor,  was  his  fupreme 
and  ultimate  defire,  the  very  centre  of  his  hope.  Is  it 
not  fo  with  every  real  fervant  of  God  ?  All  true  religion 
points  to,  and  ends  in  this.  All  religion,  without  this,  is 
an  empty  form.  And  when  we  return  to  this,  after  any 
interruption,  is  it  not  like  the  diftrefled  mariner,  after 
having  been  driven  about  in  a  tempeftuous  ocean,  and 
threatened  every  moment  with  deftrtiftion  by  the  riling 
billows,  at  laft  obtaining  fight,  and  entering  with  heart- 
felt joy  into  a  haven  of  fecurity  and  peace  ? 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  this  exprefllon  implies  a  confidence 
and  reliance  on  God  for  proteftion  and  fecurity  againft 
future  dangers.     This  feems  neceflary  to  the  complete- 
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nefs  and  perfe&ion  of  any  deliverance.  The  danger  may 
be  warded  off  for  a  feafon  ;  if  there  is  ground  to  fear  its 
immediate  or  fpeedy  return,  the  ftate  is  very  precarious, 
and  the  comfort  very  imperfeft ;  but  thofe  who  are  deli- 
vered from  fear  of  evil,  and  think  they  can  depend  upon 
their  defence  and  guard,  have  received  a  deliverance  in* 
deed. 

Now,  this  is  the  view  which  a  believer  is  particularly 
led  to  take  of  God,  as  his  fure  and  all-fufficient  help.  He 
confiders  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  the  operation  of  his 
providence,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  his  promife.  How  of- 
ten does  the  'Pfalmift  exprefs,  in  the  mod  triumphant 
manner,  his dependance  upon  God?  Pfal.  xviii.  1,  2,  3. 
"  I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord,  my  ftrength.  The  Lord  is 
41  my  rock,  and  my  fortrefs,  and  my  deliverer ;  my  God, 
cc  my  ftrength,  in  whom  1  will  truft ;  my  buckler,  and  the 
c<  horn  of  my  falvation,  and  my  high  tower.  I  will  call 
"  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be  praifed ;  fo  fliall  I 
"  be  faved  from  mine  enemies."  Pfal.  Ixii.  5,  6,  7.  "  My 
41  foul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  my  expectation  is 
"  from  him.  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falvation ;  he 
u  is  my  defence  ;  I  fhall  not  be  moved.  In  God  is  my 
u  falvation  and  my  glory  ;  the  rock  of  my  ftrength,  and 
fit  my  refuge  is  in  God/'  Pfal.  cxlvi.  5,  6.  "  Happy  is  he 
lt  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is 
4t  in  the  Lord  his  God ;  which  made  heaven  and  earth, 
tc  the  fea,  and  all  that  therein  is,  which  keepeth  truth  for 
"  ever." 

My  brethren,  this  truft  and  dependance  on  God  is  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  the  reft  and  comfort  of  the  be- 
liever's foul.  He  is,  on  all  hands,  furrounded  with  ene- 
mies, liable  to  fuffering,  expofed  to  temptations.  The 
more  he  knoweth  of  himfelf,  the  more  he  feels  his  own  in- 
herent weaknefs  and  infufSciency.  But,  in  God,  he  fees 
full  and  adequate  provifion  for  all  his  wants,  Pfalm  xxxiv. 
22.  "  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fervants;  and 
"  none  of  them  that  truft  in  him  lhall  be  defolate." 

This  truft  is  alio,  in  a  particular  manner,  generated,  by 
remembring  the  paft  goodnefs,  or  by  a  fenfe  of  the  recent 
mercy  of  God.     We  have  daily  experience  of  our  own 
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weaknefs  and  unfteadinefs  in  this  refpedt.  When  our 
hopes  are  in  any  meafure  difappointed ;  when  calamities 
threaten ;  when  afflictions  vifit  us,  we  are  ready  to  yield 
to  the  dark  fuggeftions  of  fear  and  defpondence  ;  but 
when  wc  contemplate  the  great  goodnefs  of  God  on  for- 
mer  occafions,  or  when  we  have  met  with  any  Angular 
manifeftation  of  his  grace  and  favor,  it  ferves  to  ftrength- 
en  our  confidence,  and  often,  indeed,  to  cover  us  with 
fliame  for  our  unbelief  and  diftruft.  On  the  whole,  then, 
a  believer  who  imitates  the  Pfalmift  in  this  expreffion, 
Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul,  may  be  fuppofed  to  fay, 
14  Thou  haft  tafted,  O  my  foul,  of  the  loving  kindnefs  of 
"  God !  he  hath  brought  thee  out  of  deep  waters  ;  he  hath 
44  calmed  thy  fears ;  he  hath  fet  thy  feet  upon  a  rock ;  he 
"  hath  eftablilhed  thy  goings ;  Blufli,  blufli !  when  thou 
"  confidereft  how  eafily  thy  confidence  was  fhaken ;  how 
44  prone  thou  waft  to  fink  under  affli&ion ;  and,  upon  every 
44  new  trial,  to  doubt  his  power,  and  diftruft  his  promife. 
44  But,  now,  return  unto  thy  reft  ;  lay  afide  thy  fears, 
44  which  have  fo  unhappy  an  influence  both  on  thy  pro- 
44  grefs  and  comfort.  Commit  thy  ways  to  him,  and  he 
44  will  bring  thy  defires  to  pafs." 

I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  pra&ical 
improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid :  And,  ift,  From 
what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  obferve  one  great  branch  of 
the  finfulnefs  of  the  world  in  general ;  forgetfulnefs  of 
God ;  and  unthankfulnefs  for  his  mercies.  How  little 
fenfe  of  the  divine  goodnefs  is  in  the  hearts  of  men  ?*how 
formal,  cold,  and  frozen  their  language  in  praife  ?  how 
languid  their  endeavors  to  ferve  him,  from  whofe  indul- 
gent hand  every  bleffing  they  enjoy  flows  ?  One  would 
think  that  here  might  be  fome  hold  even  of  worldly  men, 
who  have  not  wholly  extinguiftied  the  light  of  natural 
confeience.  The  greateft  part  of  this  difcourfe  has  been 
directed  to  thofe  of  another  character.  Suffer  me,  now, 
to  fpeak  a  little  immediately  to  them.  You  are  not  infenfi- 
ble  ta worldly  comforts;  on  the  contrary,  you  love  them 
too  ardently  ;  you  feek  them  too  eagerly  ;  you  indulge 
them  too  liberally.    Confider,  I  befeech  you,  who  it  is  that 
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be/lowed  them ;  who  it  is,  that,  when  he  pleafeth,  can 
blaft  them  to  you,  or  withdraw  them  from  you.  O  the 
blindnefs  and  infatuation  of  mortal  men  !  How  nailing 
and  tran(it6ry  are  all  created  comforts !  How  certain  and 
fpeedy  the  approach  of  death  and  judgment !  Think  what 
return  you  have  made  for  all  the  goodnefs  of  God  toward 
you  from  the  womb  even  till  now.  And  let  me  beg  every 
hearer  to  recoiled  how  far  he  (lands  indebted  to  God  for 
continued  health,  for  plentiful  provifion,  for  remarkable 
deliverances,  for  early  inftrudtion,  for  providential  warn- 
ings.  And  if  God,  by  his  Spirit,  has  raifed  convictions 
in  your  minds,  or  earneftly  pleaded  with  you  in  his  gofpel, 
in  what  a  terrifying  light  will  all  this  defpifed  goodnefs 
appear,  when  you  come  to  the  brink  of  that  gulf  which  fe- 
parates  you  from  an  eternal  world,  but,  above  all,  when 
you  appear  before  God  in  an  unembodied  (late  ?  It  is  my 
duty  to  fet  this  before  you  with  plainnefs  and  .fidelity ;  it 
is  your  prefent  privilege,  that  you  hear  the  things  that  be- 
long to  your  everlafting  peace.  May  God  himfelf  write 
them  upon  your  hearts,  and  conftrain  you  to  flee,  by  faith, 
to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  the  blood  of  Abel. 

2dly.  Let  me  alfo  befeech  every  ferious  perfon,  who 
now  hears  me,  to  confider  how  far  he  hath  finned  againft 
God  and  his  own  comfort,  by  forgetting  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  both  in  common  and  fpecial  mercies.  It  is  fur- 
prifmg  to  think  how  little  we  make  confcience  of  this  du- 
ty, andpven  when  it  is  remembered  in  fome  meafure,  in 
>^hat  a  lifelefs,  heartlefs  manner  it  is  performed.  How 
httle  proportion  is  there  between  the  prayers  of  dUlrefs, 
and  the  fongs  of  deliverance  ?  how  little  fenfe  upon  our 
minds  of  the  many  gracious  interpofuions  of  divine  Provi- 
dence in  our  favor  ?  I:  he  hath  invited  us  to  communion 
with  himfelf;  if  he  hath  brought  us  into  the  fecret  cham- 
bers, and  made  his  banner  over  us  to  be  love,  how  foon  is 
it  forgotten  ?  how  little  defire  of  its  continuance  ?  what 
faint  endeavors  to  recover  it  ?  how  little '  concern  to  im- 
prove it  ?  Strange,  indeed,  that  fomc,  after  tailing  of  the 
heavenly  manna,  Ihculd  feel  fo  unleemly  a  longing  after 
the  fleih-pots  of  Egypt. 
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But  do  you  not  fin  as  much  againft  intereft  and  com- 
fort, as  your  duty  ?  To  forget  a  mercy,  is  to  lofe  it ;  to 
give  thsypks  for  it,  is  to  preferve  and  increafe  it.  It  is  a 
very  common  miftake  for  ferious  perfons  to  fit  brooding 
enter  their  forrows,  and,  by  that  means,  at  once,  to  in- 
cneafe  their  fufferings,  and  to  prevent  their  deliverance. 
I  do  not  know  a  more  ufeful  direction  to  melancholy  or 
dejefted  Chrillians,  than  by  a  deliberate  effort  of  mind, 
from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  to  recollect,  and  give  praife  to  God 
for  the  many  mercies  which  he  hath  bellowed  on  them. 
This  may  be  a  happy  mean  of  filencing  their  complaints, 
of  turning  the  tide  of  their  affe&ions,  and  giving  them 
44  beauty  for  afhes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the 
"  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs."  Is  not 
tliankfulneis  the  improvement  of  mercies  ?  and  hath  not 
God  faid,  to  him  that  u  hath  (hall  be  given,  and  he  fhall 
••  have  more  abundantly;  and  from  him  that  hath  not 
44  (hall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  feemeth  to 
t4  have." 

3dly,  I  fhall  conclude,  with  offering  the  three  following 
dire&ions  to  thofe  who  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  goodnefs  - 
of  God. 

1.  Be  circumfpedt  and  watchful;  though  a  thankful 
frame  of  fpirit  is  of  great  advantage,  both  for  your  fan&i- 
fication  and  peace,  yet  it  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  tempta- 
tion ;  let  it  not  produce  pride,  fecurity  or  felf.fufficiency. 
It  is  an  excellent  dire&ion  given  by  the  Pfalmift  to  men 
inhighftation  and  profperity,  Pfalm  ii.  11,  "Serve  the 
41  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling,"  Take 
heed  alfo,  left  it  degenerate  into  carnal  and  fenfual  joy, 
making  you  reft  with  complacency  in  the  creature,  inilead 
of  being  led  by  it  to  place  your  delight  and  happinefs  in 
the  unchangeable  Creator. 

2.  Be  public-fpiritei  and  ufeful ;  if  the  Lord  hath 
dealt  bountifully  with  you,  commend  his  fervice,  and 
fpeak  to  his  praife.  This  was  often  the  refolution  and 
praftice  of  the  Pfalmift  David,  Pfalm  lxvi.  16.  44  Come 
44  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what 
44  he  hath  done  for  my  IbuL"  Pfal.  cxlv,  5,  6,  7.  44 1  will 
44  fpeak  of  the  glorious  honor  of  thy  majeftv ,  and  of  tliy 
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"wondrous  works ;  and  men  fhall  fpeak  of  the  might,  of 
"  thy  terrible  afts;  and  I  will  declare  thy  grettnefs.  They 
"  ftiall  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  thy  great  goodnefs, 
44  and  {hall  fing  of  thy  righteoufnefs."  Let  me  recommend 
this  particularly  to  Chriftians  of  age  and  experience.  It 
gives  religion  a  very  difcouraging  afpeft  to  younger  per- 
sons, when  fuch  have  nothing  to  utter  but  complaints. 
On  the  contrary,  where  can  we  behold  a  more  edifying 
fight,  than  an  aged  perfon  ready  to  bear  teftimony  to  the 
peace  and  comfort  of  true  religion,  dying  by  neceffity  to 
the  pleafures  and  gaities  of  time,  but  living  above  them  on 
the  earned  of  his  future  inheritance ;  and,  inftead  of  a 
fretful  fpirit  arifing  from  the  frailties  of  a  tottering  frame, 
preferving  a  chearfulnefs  and  ferenity  of  mind,  in  the 
hope  of  a  bleffed  refurreftion. — I  imagine  I  hear  fome  fay, 
nothing  is  more  true;  but,  alas !  I  am  not  the  perfon  :  I 
fee  nothing  in  me,  but  caufes  of  complaint,  or  grounds 
of  fear.  1  believe  it  is  fo  with  all;  but  you  have  miftakcn, 
or  perverted  the  meaning  of  the  exhortation.  I  did  not" 
advife  you  to  boaft  ofyourfelf,  but  to  fpeak  to  the  praife 
of  God.  I  believe  it  is  good,  in  mod  cafes,  to  refill  def- 
ponding  fears,  as  fo  many  temptations,  and  fend  them 
away,  as  hinderers  of  your  duty,  without  a  reply.  Or, 
may  I  not  jullly  fay,  admitting  the  truth  of  all  that  you 
can  advance  agamlt  yourfelves,  is  it  not  but  fo  much  the 
more  reafonable,  that  you  lhoukl  fay  with  Jacob,  Gen. 
xxxii.  10,  "  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  all  the  mer- 
44  cies,  and  of  all  the  truth,  that  thou  halt  (hewed  unto 
"  thy  fervant." 

3.  Be  frequent  and  diligent  in  fecret  prayer.  This  is 
the  way  to  preferve  your  watchful nefs,  and  to  increafe 
your  ufefulnefs.  The  more  you  converfe  with  God  in  fe- 
cret, you  will  fpeak  with  the  more  judgment  and  profit  to 
men  in  puolic.  This  is  the  way  to  difpofe  of  your  com- 
plaints. What  fignifies  repeating  them  to  men,  who  may 
defpife  you,  and,  at  bell,  can  only  pity  you,  when  you 
may  carry  them  to  God,  who  can  effectually  help  you  ? 
'  Speak  as  much  ill  of  yourfelves  to  him  as  you  pleafe  ;  but 
be  fo  jult  as  to  fpeak  honorably  of  him,  and  his  fervice, 
to  others  who  converfe  with  you. — Now,  may  the  Lord 
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fupply  all  your  wants,  from  his  riches  in  glory,  by  Ghrift 
Jefus.  May1  he  give  you  the  fandtified  ufe  of  every  ftep 
of  his  providence,  whether  of  mercy  or  of  trial.    "  May 

*  the  God  of  peace,  Heb.  xiii.  20, 21,  that  brought  again 
*'  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the 
u  fheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant, 
**  make  you  perfedt  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his  will, 
"  working  in  you  that  which  is  well-pleafing  in  his  fight, 

*  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and 
44  ever.    Amen." 
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A  VIEW  or  the  GLORY  or  GOD  HUMBLING  to  the 

SOUL- 


SERMON  22. 


JOB  xlii.  5,6. 

I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear  ;  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor  myself  and  repent  in 
dust  and  ashes. 


MY  brethren,  we  can  have  no  experimental  know- 
ledge ;  and,  indeed,  we  have  not  much  diftinft 
knowledge  at  all  of  the  nature  of  religion,  as  it  takes 
place  among  angels,  and  other  intelligent  beings,  who 
have  kept  their  firft  eftate,  and  never  were  polluted  by 
fin.  From  fome  things,  however,  recorded  in  fcripture, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  appear  before  God 
with  the  greateft  lowlinefs  and  felf-abafement,  that  they 
are  at  all  times  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  infi- 
nite difproportion  between  themfelves,  as  derived,  depen- 
dant, limited,  imperfect  beings,  and  the  eternal,  immu- 
table, omnipotent  Jehovah,  Thus  in  the  vifion  of  Ifaiah, 
in  the  fixth  chapter  of  that  book,  verfe  i,  2,  3,  •'  In  the 
"  year  that  King  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  the  Lord  fitting  upon 
"  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the 
"  temple.  Above  it  flood  the  feraphims ;  each  one  had 
11  fix  wings ;  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with 
"  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly. 
"  And  one  cried  unto  anoiher,  and  f:i:d,  Holy,  holy,  holy, 


134  A  view  of  the  glory  of  God 

"  is  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  the  whole  earth  is  fall  of  his  glo- 
u  ry.".  But  if  this  is  the  cafe  with  thefe  exalted  and  hap- 
py fpirits,  how  much  more  muft  a  deep  humiliation  of 
mind  be  neceffary  to  us,  who,  by  fin,  have  rendered  our- 
felves  the  juft  objects  of  divine  wrath,  and  whofe  hope  of 
falvation  is  founded  only  on  the  riches  of  divine  grace  ? 
We  ought  never  to  forget,  that  every  inftance  of  the  fa- 
vor of  God  to  man,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  exercife 
of  goodnefs  to  the  worthy,  nay,  not  merely  as  bounty 
to  the  needy,  or  help  to  the  miferable,  but  mercy  to  the 
guilty. 

For  this  reafon,  as  repentance  is  neceffary  to  every  fin- 
ner,  in  order  to  his  reconciliation  with  God,  fo  thofe 
Chriftians  preferve  the  jufteft  views  of  their  prefent  ftatc 
and  chara&er,  as  well  as  the  foundation  of  their  hope,  who 
frequently  renew  thrs  falutary  exercife,  I  cannot  help 
faying  further,  that  thofe  make  the  wifeft  provifion  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  inward  peace,  who  frequently  water 
that  tender  plant  with  the  tears  of  penitential  forrow. 
To  affift  you  in  this  exercife,  and  to  point  out  the  proper 
grounds  of  it,  I  have  chofen  to  infift  a  little  on  thefe  words, 
in  which  you  fee  the  effedt  which  adifcovery  of  the  glory 
and  majefly  of  God  had  upon  his  fervant  Job  :  /  have 
beard  of  thee  by  the  bearing  of  the  ear  ;  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  thee.  Wherefore  1  abhor  myself  and  repent  in 
dUst  and  ashes. 

It  is  not  neceffary  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  to  enter  far 
into  the  difpute  between  Job  and  his  friends,  although,  no 
doubt,  the  words  of  the  text  have  an  evident  relation  to  it. 
The  controverfy  feems  plainly  to  have  turned  upon  this 
point.  His  friends  finding  him  in  deep  diftrefs,  under 
the  mod  complicated  affliction,  would  needs  have  it,  that 
no  good  man  could  be  fo  frowned  upon  by  a  righteous 
God  ;  and  therefore,  that  his  former  profeffion  muft  have 
been  hypocritical  and  falfe.  This  is  evident  from  the 
manner  in  which  Eliphaz  opens  the  charge  againft  him, 
chap.  iv.  6,  7,  8, 9.  tk  Is  not  this  thy  fear,  thy  confidence, 
"  thy  hope,  and  the  uprightnefs  of  thy  ways  ?  Remember, 
"  I  pray  thee,  who  ever  pcrifhed,  being  innocent  ?  or 
*[  where  were  the  righteous  cut  off?  Even  as  I  have  feen, 
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"  they  that  plow  iniquity,  and  fow  wickedness,  reap  the 
"  lame.  By  the  Waft  of  God  they  perilh,  and  by  the 
"  breath  of  his  noftrils  are  they  confumed."  In  oppoC- 
tion  to  this,  Job  afferts  and  maintains  his  integrity  in  ge- 
neral, and  withal,  affirms  their  opinion  to  be  falfe,  for 
that  God,  in  his  juft  and  fovereign  providence,  brings  af- 
fliction both  on  the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  That  this 
is  the  propofition  which  he  all  along  endeavors  to  fupport, 
is  plain,  as  from  many  other  paflages,  fo  particularly  from 
chap.  ix.  22.  u  This  is  one  thing,  therefore  I  faid  it,  he 
44  deftroyeth  the  perfect,  and  the  wicked." 

Thus  flood  the  matter,  in  difpute,  between  Job  and  his 
friends,  in  which,  though  that  good  man  had  fupported 
the  truth,  on  the  fubjed  of  divine  Providence ;  yer,  in  die 
heat  of  the  debate,  and  the  anguifh  of  his  own  futferings, 
he  had  let  fall  fome  expreflions,  not  only  of  impatience, 
but  of  difrefpeft  to  the  conduft  of  the  Lord  his  Maker. 
Forthefe  he  was  firfl  reproved  by  Elihu,  and  afterwards, 
with  unfpeakable  force  and  majefty,  by  God  himfelf,  who 
aflerts  the  fovereignty  of  his  power,  and  the  righteoufnefs 
of  his  providence.  On  this  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  di- 
vine perfection,  the  fufferer  was  deeply  humbled,  and  cx- 
preffes  a  fenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs  and  folly,  in  the  4th 
and  5th  verfes  of  the  fortieth  chapter  :  "  Behold,  I  am 
44  vile,  what  ihall  1  anfwer  thee  ?  I  will  lay  mine  hand 
"  upon  my  mouth.  Once  have  I  fpoken,  but  I  will  not 
14  anfwer ;  yea,  twice,  but  I  will  proceed  no  further." 
And,  again,  in  the  beginning  of  the  forty-fecond  chapter, 
concluding  with  the  words  of  the  text. 

It  is  not  improbable,  from  the  beginning  of  the  thirty- 
eighth  chapter,  that  it  pleafed  God  to  give  Job  fome  vifible 
reprefentation  of  his  glory  and  omnipotence.  This  was 
not  unufual,  in  ancient  times,  before  the  canon  of  the 
fcripture  was  clofed.  But,  no  doubt,  the  difcovery  which 
chiefly  affe&ed  him  was  inward  and  fpiritual,  carrying 
home,  with  irrefiftible  force,  the  great  truths  which  we  It  ill 
find  recorded  in  a  manner  inimitably  noble  and  fubiiihe. 
I  have  beard  of  thee*  fays  he,  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear; 
but  now  mine  eye  scetb  thee.  This  implies,  that,  as  feeing 
gives  a  more  diftinct,  full,  and  fatisfying  knowledge  of 
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any  thing,  than  hearing  of  it  only  by  the  report  of  others, 
the  impreflions  which  he  then  had  of  the  majeily  and  glory 
:\|©f  God,  were  far  ftronger  than  any  he  had  ever  felt  before. 
'." '  - — Therefore \  fays  he,  I  abhor  myself.     It  filled  him  with 
-     fdf-Iothing  and  abhorrence. — And  I  repau  in  dust  arid 
ashes-     This  is  either,  in  general,  a  ftrong  expreflion  of 
deep  penitence  and  forrow,  of  which  dull  and  aflies  were 
anciently  the  %ns;  or,  perhaps,  it  has  a  particular  refer- 
ence to  his  prefent  miferable  and  afflicted  Hate,  defcribed 
in  chapter  ii,  8.  u  And  he  took  him  a  potfherd  to  fempe 
u  himfelf  withal;  md  he  fcddftn  among  tfeea&es."   As* 
ifhebdd  fcid,  Lord,  lam  deeply  fcnSNe  of  the  evil  of 
e*efy*itih  word,  df  every  rebellious  thcttgHL    I  confefiM" 
tiftlthottiialt-affl!ft&  tou*? 

that;  i!**ia:lbw  fmdde(btete6ondttt*ti,  k  becomes  me trf 
lay  my fcand  upoh  ttiy'ttiottdr,  and  to  nepetit  of  that  g6ihir 
which  would  haive  folly  juftified  thy  providence  in  s  ftUB* 
fcevrferfboke.  '     *-' 

The  worxk  thus  explained,  prefent  to  us  this  generals 
*ftd  mofrtiitytfrtant  truth,  that  a  difedvery  of  the  perfect'1 
tfen/glbfy,  and  majefty  oTGdd,  has  "a  powerful1  influence9 
in  leading  us  to  repentance ;  and  that  the  clearer  this  dif- 
covery  si,  the  more  fincere  will  be  our  repentance,  and  the 
deeper  our  humiliation.     In  difcourfing  further  on  thia 
fubjett,  at  prefent,  I  propofe,  only,  through  Divine  affift- 
ance, 

L  To  make  fome  obfervations,  at  once  to  illuftrate  and 
confirm  the  proportion  above  laid  down,  as  to  the  effeft 
of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God.     And,  in  the 

II.  And  laft  place,  to  make  fome  practical  improve* 
ment  of  what  (hall  be  faid. 

I.  Then,  I  am  to  make  fome  obfervations,  at  once  to 
explain  and  confirm  the  proportion  juft  now  laid  down, 
as  to  the  efieft  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God.  But, 
before  we  enter  on  what  is  principally  intended,  I%  muft 
intreat  your  attention  to  the  following  preliminary  re- 
marks: 
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1.  That  this  truth  will  hold  equally  certain  in  whate- 
ver way  the  difcovery  is  made.  It  may  pleafe  God  to 
manifeft  himfelf  to  his  people  in  very  different  ways. 
Sometimes  it  may  be  in  a  way  wholly,  or  in  part,  miracu- 
lous, as  in  the  cafe  of  Job,  Ifaiah,  and  fome  others  men- 
tioned in  fcripture ;  fometimes  by  affe&ing  difpenfati- 
ons  of  Providence ;  fometimes  by  his  ordinances,  or  in- 
ftituted  worihip,  accompanied  with  the  operation  of  his 
Spirit ;  and  fometimes  by  this  laft  alone,  without  the  help 
oracceffion  of  any  outward  mean. 

2.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  improper,  that,  in  rea* 
fontng  on  the  influence  of  a  difcovery  of  th6  glory  of  God, 
I  fometimes  bring  in  view  the  additional  manifeftations 
given  us  in  the  gofpel,  of  the  divine  glory.  This,  to  be 
fure,  could  not  befuppofedto  make  a  part  of  what  was 
difcovered  to  Job,  to  whom  that  myftery,  hid  from  ages 
and  generations,  and  only  opened  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
was  very  obfeurely,  if  at  all  known.  But  the  example* 
afforded  us  in  the  text,  leads  us  to  a  general  truth  ;  in  the 
illuftration  and  application  of  which,  we  may  make  ufe  of 
all  that  is  known  to  us  of  the  nature  and  government  of 
God.     The 

3.  And  principal  remark  is,  that,  when  I  fpeak  of  the 
influence  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  I  mean  an 
internal  and  fpiritual  difcovery,  and  not  fuch  a  knowledge 
as  is  merely  fpeculative,  and  refts  in  the  underftanding, 
without  defcending  into  the  heart.  There  is  a  common 
di/tin&ion  to  be  met  with  in  almoft  every  practical  writer, 
between  knowledge  merely  fpeculative,  that  fvvims  in  the 
head,  and  practical  or  faying  knowledge,  that  dwells  in 
and  governs  the  heart.  That  there  is  fuch  a  diftindtion  in 
faft,  experience  obliges  tvery  man  to  confefs :  but  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  fpeak  in  a  clear  and  precife  manner 
upon  it ;  to  tell  wherein  it  confifts  ;  or  to  ihow  how  thefe 
two  forts  of  knowledge  diner  otherwife,than  by  their  effodtr. 
Yet  even  to  point  out  their  radical  difference,  feems  ne- 
':clTary  to  me,  who  propofe  to  fhow  the  happy  influence 
unci  powerful  efficacy  of  this  knowledge,  when  it  is  of  the 
^Sht  kind. 
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For  this  purpofe,  my  brethren,  be  pleated  to  obferve, 
that  a  barren  fpeculative  knowledge  of  God,  is  that  which 
fixes  chiefly  on  his  natural  perfections  s  or,  if  it  be  flip* 
jwfed  to  take  in  fuch  as  are  moral,  it  is  only  toreafon  up- 
on them  as  an  objeft  of  fcience;  but  the  true  knowledge  of 
God,  is  an  inward  and  fptritual  diTcovery  of  the  amiable- 
nefs  and  excellence  of  his  moral  perfections  ;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  in  the  fcripture  ftyle,  to  perceive  that  he  is  indeed 

glorious  in  his  holinefs*  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord 
"of  hofts.11  This  is  the  language  of  celefttal  adoration, 
of  thofe  who  l*  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  know  even  as  they 
**  are  known,"  The  fame,  in  fome  meafure,  is  the  view 
given  to  every  real  child  of  God  on  earth,  and,  alone, 
icrves  todiftinguifh  his  children  of  every  rank,  and  every 
degree  of  capacity,  from  others  of  an  oppofite  chara£tcr. 
Let  me  fuppofe  a  poorChrillian,  weak  in  underftanding, 
and  unaffifted  by  education,  who  is  witnefs  to  any  extra- 
ordinary aft  of  divine  power :  for  example,  a  thunder 
dorm,  Teeming  to  rend  the  heavens  afunder,  and  either 
hying  fome  ancient  and  venerable  pile  in  allies,  or,  per- 
haps* linking  fome  perfons  to  death,  in  a  manner  fwifter 
than  thought ;  he  is  immediately  afTe£ted  with  a  fcnfe  of 
the  Fovereignty  of  the  Lord  of  nature,  the  holinefs  of  eve- 
ry part  of  his  will,  the  duty  of  abfolute  fubjeftion  in  tile 
creature,  and  the  finfulnefs  of  every  rebellious  thought. 
But,  above  all,  he  is  (truck  With  a  fenfe  of  the  malignity 
of  fin,  which  has  introduced  fo  many  natural  evils,  and, 
as  it  were,  armed  the  incenfed  elements  in  their  Maker1* 
caufe.  Such  a  perfon,  though  he  can  exprefs  his  thoughts 
but  very  poorly,  nay,  though  he  can  hardly  fpeafc  -to 
others  with  coherence  or  coftfiftency,  fees  much  morie  of 
God,  than  he  who  can  reafon  on  the  planetary  fyft&ift 
-who  can  trace  the  beauty,  variety,  and  extent  of  the  Grea* 
(br**  works,  and  thence  infer  the  neceffity  of  a  feifexift- 
entv  almigfaty,  and  intelligent  firfl  caufe.  The  one  fhif 
expatiate  on  the  wonderful  works,  or  the  wife  purpofes, 
of  the  Author  of  nature ;  the  other  feels  and  confeffes  hiftt 
to  be  God.  Alas  !  my  brethren,  we  fee  too  often,  that 
knowledge  and  holinefs  in  us,  do  not  bear  proportion  orie 
to  another.    We  fee  every  day  examples  of  the  greattfft 
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intelle&ual  abilities,  the  nobleft  natural  talents,  being 
abufed  to  the  worft  of  purpofes ;  for  fuch  I  muft  always 
reckon,  their  ferving  no  higher  end  than  to  adorn  and  fist 
off  the.pofleflbr,  or  burn  incenfe  to  human  vanity. — By  a 
difcovery,  then,  of  the  perfections,  raajefty,  and  glory  of 
God,  I  underftand  the  glory  of  his  infinite  holinefs ;  that 
holinefs  which  is  infeparable  from  his  nature,  which  fliinea 
in  all  his  works,  and  in  all  hi s  ways. 

Thefc  obfervations  being  premifed,  let  us  now  confi- 
der  what  influence  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  hath  in 
1  producing  repentance,  and  increafing  humility.     And, 
in  the 

id  Place,  It  hath  this  effect,  as  it  tends  to  convince  us 
of  fin,  and  particularly,  to  bring  to  light  thefe  innuraera* 
ble  evils,  which  a  deceitful  heart  often,  in  a  great  raea- 
fure,  hides  from  its  own  view.  There  is,  if  I  may  fpeak 
fo,  a  light  and  glory  in  the  prefence  of  God  which  difco- 
vers  and  expofes  the  works  of  darknefs.  That  a  view  of 
the  divine  Majefty  has  a  ftrong  tendency  to  give  us  a  deep 
icnfe  of  our  own  finfulnefs,  is  plain  from  many  fcripture 
examples.  That  of  Job,  in  our  text,  is  one  dire&ly  in 
point.  Another  you  have  in  Ifaiah,  ch.  vi.  5.  where  the 
reflection  of  the  prophet,  on  a  view  of  the  divine  glory, 
is,  "  Wo  is  me  !  for  I  am  undone ;  becaufe  I  am  a  man 
"  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  people  of 
44  unclean  lips :  for  mine  eyes  have  feeh  the  King,  the 
44  Lord  of  holts."  Another  inftance  you  may  fee  in  the 
apoftle  John,  who  upon  a  view  of  the  Redeemer  in  his 
glpry,  was,  in  a  manner,  deprived  of  life,  through  ex* 
ceflive  fear.  Rev.  i.  17.  "  And  when  I  law  him*  I  fell  at 
44  his  feet  as  dead.'*  The  only  other  inftance  I  mention  is 
of  the  apoftle  Peter,  who,  on- the  unexpected  appearance, 
or  rather  from  a  view  of  the  power  of  Chrift,  manifefted 
in  a  miracle,  was  immediately  (truck  with  a  fcnfe  of  guilt, 
Luke  v.  8.  "  When  Simon  Peter  faw  it,  he  fell  down  at 
•4  Jefos'  knees,  faying,  depart  from  me,  for  I  am  finful 
44  man,  O  Lord.'' 

It  is  not  difficult  to  explain  how  a  view  of  the  divine 
holinefs  tends  to  difcover  and  to  affett  us  with  a  fenfe  of 
our  finfulnefs.    Nothing  makes  any  quality  appear  fo 


ferifiUy  as  alcorapartfm  wfthifts  oppafttev  The  appftcatfc 
aaof  a  ftraight  rule  marks  the  obliquity  of  a  crooked  lino* 
my,  it  raarte  even  the  leaft  degree  of  variation,  which  by 
a  tefr  accurate,  trial  would  not  have  been  difewered.  Any 
piece  of  deformity  appears  more  htdeoiu  and  ftiockiag 
when  compared  with  perfed  beauty.  .For  the  &me  iwu 
fen,  a  elear  view  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  a  fenfe  of  bis 
intimate  prefence  with  us,  tends  to  bring  fin  to  remem- 
brance, as  well  as  tb  cover  ps  with  confniion  for  thofe  fins, 
which- before  we  were  able  to  joftify,  palliate,  or  conceat 
We  are  exprefcly  affiired. that  our  firft  parents,  immedb  * 
ately  after  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  were  fenfible  of  thrift 
guilt,  and  I  cannot  think  they  were  wholly  infenfiblc  of 
theoronifcience  and  omnipreience  of  God.  Yet  we  find 
that  their  fear  greatly  increafed  (doubdefs  from  a  fenfc.ol 
fin)  when  they  heard  God's  voice  in  the  garden,  Gen* .  hL 
8.  "And  they  heard  the.  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  ' 
**  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day :  and  Adam  and  his 
tKwife  htd  thcrafelves  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Gdd 
•'■  amongft  the  trees  of  the  garden.'1 
:;.  You  may  take  a  very  plain  and  fimple  illuftration  of 
this  from  daily  experience.  Are  there  not  fome  perfons 
of  loofe  principles  and  irregular  practice,  who,  when  by 
themfelves,  or  in  fociety  like  them&lves,  juftify  many  of 
their  fins,  and  to  all  appearance,  commit  them  without 
remorfe,  as  innocent,  if  not  laudable  ?  But  let  the  fame 
perfons  be  carried  into  fober  company,  efpecially  into  the 
prefence  of  any  perfon  eminent  for  piety  and  gravity,  and 
they  will  be  retrained  and  afliamed,  and  not  able  to  open 
their  mouths  in  defence  of  their  licentious  carriage.  Tho 
mere  prefence  of  fuch  a  perfon  carries  inftant  irrefiilible 
conviction  with  it,  by  forcing  a  comparifon  between  piety 
and  profanity  ;  that  is  to  fay,  good  and  evil,  light  and 
darknefs.  So  certain  a  truth  is  this,  that  one  of  the  ancU 
ent  heathen  authors  gives  it  as  a  rule  for  moral  conduct, 
"  that  men  fhould  always  imagine  themfelves  in  the  pre- 
"  fence  of  fuch  a  man  as  Cato,  renowned  for  gravity  and 
**  virtue/'  But  if  the  fancied  prefence  of  a  mortal,  in 
whom  fome  faint  rays,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  of  the  divine 
Image  appear  by  reflection,  has  fo  much  influence,  how. 
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much  greater  would  be  the  effeft  of  a  firm  perfuafion  of 
the  real  prefenpe  of  a  holy  God,  "  who  is  of  purer  eyes 
**  than  to  behold  iniquity  :"  What  is  it  elfe  than  this  that 
makes  wicked  men  flee  the  fociety  of  the  good  as  painful, 
and  fhun  the  thoughts  of  God  as  intolerable ;  fo  that  it  is 
the  fcripture  chara&er  of  fuch,  that  they  fay  unto  their 
Maker,  pradtically,  u  Depart  from  us,  for  we  defire  not 
**  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways." 

2.  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  ferves  to  point  out 
the  evil  of  fin,  the  aggravations  of  particular  fins,  and  to 
take  away  the  excufes  of  the  finner.  Let  us  remember 
what  I  obferved  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  difcourle,  that 
it  mult  be  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  the  divine  holinefs ; 
not  only  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  underflanding 
what  he  is,  but  a  view  of  his  infinite  glory  and  beauty  in 
being  fuch.  It  mult  neceffarily  fet  the  evil  of  fin  in  the 
cleared  light,  that  all  fin,  as  fuch,  ftrikes  immediately  at 
the  very  being  and  perfections  of  God.  When  the  law 
of  God  (hews  us  our  fins,  we  may  be  ready  to  complain  of 
its  ftri&nefs  and  feverity,  and  wilh  to  flip  our  necks  from 
under  the  yoke.  But  when  we  fee  that  the  law  could  not 
be  otherwife  than  it  is,  without  being  faulty ;  when  we  fee 
that  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fair  tranfcript  of  the  moral  per- 
fections of  God ;  and  when  we  look  up  to  the  great  and 
bright  original,  it  mud  convince  us  that  all  fin  is  a  diredl 
oppofition  to  the  nature,  as  well  as  a  rebellion  againft  the 
will  of  God.  If  he  is  infinitely  perfedt  and  glorious,  fin 
mud  be  infinitely  hateful  and  abominable.  No  man  can 
plead  for  fin,  in  any  inltance  or  in  any  degree,  but  he  muft 
blafpheme  the  nature  and  perfections  of  God,  to  which  it 
Hands  in  oppofition. 

All  men,  indeed,  by  nature,  are  enemies  to  God  him- 
felf,  in  their  mind3,  by  wicked  works ;  and  they  hate  his 
law,  becaufe  it  is  fpiritual  and  pure.  There  are  alfo  too 
many  in  this  age,  who  have  very  relaxed  principles  as  to 
the  extent  and  obligation  of  the  law,  and,  of  confequence, 
very  flight  thoughts  of  the  evil  of  fin.  But  a  view  of  the 
glory  of  God  rectifies,  at  once,  thefe  fatal  errors,  and  car- 
ries home  fuch  convi&ion  of  the  rights  of  the  Creator,  the 
obligation  and  fubje£tion  of  the  creature,  and  the  beauty 
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u  evU  and  tow  bitter  a  thiftg  is  it  to  depart  from  the  living 
**  God  !"  God  grant  that  there  may  be  many  in  this  aft 
fcmWy,  wbQ  mfcdefftaad  and  feel  the  force  rf  this  truth! 
$bereis  need,  toy  brethren*  to  attend  to  it ;  for  all  con* 
T&iohft  4f  Jin,  ,«hich  do  rtot  proceed  from  this  fource,  or 
ionot  neceflarily  include  this  view,  whatever  pain  or  tef* 
tor  they  may  occafiba,  will  prove  empty  and  firuitleia  at 
lift.  Though  them  m*jr  be  *  fiavifti,  fcair  of  the  power  of 
God,  unlefs  there  be  *  view  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  them 
ouuiot  be  any  laftiag  and  faving  change. 
.  The  fame. vtew  alia  points  out  title  aggravation  of  parf 
ticolar  60a. .  .The:  votort  clearly  we  undcrftand  the  natsm 
id  God,  cur  rdadtn.Mii,  tend  dependence  upon  him,  the 
more  will  we  perceive  the,aggrav*tion  of  every  .fin  which 
fruits  a&nder  thefe  bonds.  A  view  of  the  gbry  of  Gotf 
jouift  either  be  general  or  particular ;  or,  perhaps,  lor  die 
tooftpatf,  there  isa  mixture  of  both.  My  meaning  i% 
that  when  there  is  a  difcoveiy  of  the  glory  .of  God  ingene* 
*al,  there  is  often,  at  the  feme  time*  a  peculiar  and  ftriking 
difjplar  of  fome  one  attribute,  of  power,  wifdom,  juftice,  or 
mercy.  Now  how  ilrongly  does  this  imprefs  upon  the 
lnindf  a  fenfe  of  die  evil  of  thofc  fins  which  ftrike  dire&iy 
againft  that  perfection  which  happens  to  be  fet  in  the 
ftrongeft  point  of  view  ?  When  any  difplay  is  given  of 
the  omnifcience  of  God,  how  does  it  make  us  fenfible  of 
the  impiety  and  folly  of  fecret  fins?  Dan.  ii.  47.  "  The 
44  King  anfwered  unto  Daniel,  and  faid,  Of  a  truth  it  is, 
44  that  your  God  is  a  God  of  gods,  and  a  Lord  of  kings, 
"  and  a  revealer  of  fecrets,  feeing  thou  couldeft  reveal  this 
44  fecret."  When  the  power  of  God  is  made  manifeft, 
how  does  it  aggravate  the  guilt  of  preemption  and  confi- 
dence? I  fa.  xiv.  9.  u  Wo  unto  him  that  flriveth  with 
44  his  Maker :  let  the  potfherd  drive  with  the  potiherds  of 
44  the  earth*  Shall  the  clay  fay  to  him  that  faftiioneth  it, 
44  what  makeft  thou  ?  or  thy  work,  he  hath  no  hands  ?" 

When  the  wifdom  of  God  is  difplayed,  doth  not  then 
all  diftruft  apj>ear  highly  criminal  ?  Ought  we  not  to  iky 
with  the  Pfalmift,  PfaL  xxvii.  1.  44  The  Lord  is  my  light, 
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u  and  my  falvation,  whom  (hall  I  fear  ?  the  Lord  is  th* 
*  ftrength  of  my  life,  of  whom  (hall  I  be  afraid  V*  When 
we  have  a  view  of  our  abfolute  dependance  upon,  and  utu 
fpeakable  obligations  to  the  divine  bounty,  what  a  fenfe 
does  this  give  us  of  the  fin  of  unthankfulnefs,  and  forget. 
fiilnefs  of  God  ?  Of  how  many  unhappy  fenfualifts  may 
this  complaint  be  made?  Ifa.  i.  2,3.  "  Hear,  O  heavens, 
**  and  give  ear,  O  earth ;  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken.  I  have 
"  nourished  and  brought  up  children,  and  they  have  re- 
tt  belled  againft  me.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and 
**  the  afs  his  matter's  crib :  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my 
u  people  doth  not  confider."  Without  any  further  enu- 
meration, it  will  appear  undeniable,  that  the  clearer  the 
difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  the  more  miift  not  only  the 
evil  of  fin-  in  general  appear,  but  every  particular  crime 
mud  be  loaded  with  new  aggravations.  I  cannot  help 
mentioning  here,  in  a  few  words,  that  this  is  the  immedi- 
ate effeft  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God,  as  it  fhines 
in  Jefus  Chrift.  The  unmerited,  unparalleled  love,  ma- 
nHbfted  to  fmners  in  the  gofpel,  greatly  aggravates  their 
ingratitude  and  rebellion.  And  the  more  that  believers 
refledt  upon  their  own  condudt,  and  compare  it  with  the 
grace  and  condefcenfion  of  their  Redeemer,  the  more  they 
mud  abhor  themselves,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes. 

I  only  add,  on  this  head,  that  a  difcovery  of  the  glory 
of  God  takes  away  the  excufes  of  the  finner.  How  prone 
men  are  to  excufe  and  palliate  their  fins,  we  all  know  by 
experience.  It  is  a  light  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  that  leads 
us  to  commit  it ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  be  furprifcd,  if 
this,  joined  with  felf-intereft,  makes  us  ingenious  in  form- 
ing an  apology  for  it  after  the  commiffion.  Hence  often 
arife  hard  thoughts  of  the  threatenings  of  God  againft  fin, 
as  fevere.  Hence  alfo  unbelieving  thoughts,  which  will 
not  admit,  that  ever  he  will  fulfil  his  word,  or  execute 
the  threatened  judgment.  But  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of 
God,  particularly  of  his  infinite  holinefs,  by  fhewing  the 
evil  of  fin  in  its  proper  colours,  flops  every  mouth,  drags 
the  finner  into  the  prefence  of  his  Judge,  and  flrips  the 
guilty  criminal  of  every  vain  plea.  We  fee  plainly,  in 
the  cafe  of  Job,  that  he  had  fuch  a  view  of  the  power,  do. 
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minion,  arid  abfolute  fovereignty  of  God,  as  put  him  en- 
tirely to  filence,  and  convinced  him*  that  there  was  rtcf 
room  for  contending  ;  no  place  for  comparifon  between 
fo  unequal  (muft  I  call  them)  parties,  God  and  man,  Job 
xl.  4.  u  Behold  I  am  vile ;  what  (hall  I  anfwer  thee  r  t 
"  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouths 

This  right  of  fovereignty  in  God,  and  the  duty  of  ab- 
folute, immediate,  unconditional  fubje&ion  in  the  crea- 
ture, I  find  plainly  and  frequently  eftablifhed  in  fcripture. 
It  is,  indeed,  entirely  in  this  ftyle,  which  may  well  be 
called  the  ftyle  of  the  King  of  kings,  that  God  fpeaks  tor 
Job  in  the  four  chapters  preceding  that  where  my  text 
lies.  Though  he  is  brought  in  fpeaking,  to  refolve  a  dif- 
ficulty in  providence ;  yet,  you  may  obferve,  he  does  not 
fay  one  word  as  to  the  juftice  of  his  proceeding;  but,  un- 
der many  of  the  ftrongeft  images,  fets  forth  his  irrefiftible 
power,  chap,  xxxviii.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  u  Who  is  this  that 
44  darkeneth  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge?  Gird 
"  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man;  for  I  will  demand  of  thee, 
*'  and  anfwer  thou  me.  Where  waft  thou  when  I  laid 
44  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  Declare,  if  thou  haft 
"  underftanding.  Who  hath  laid  the  meafures  thereof, 
44  if  thou  knoweft  ?  or  who  hath  ftretched  the  line  upon  it? 
44  Whereupon  are  the  foundations  thereof  fattened  ?  or 
44  who  laid  the  corner  ft  one  thereof  ?"  And,  again,  chap. 
xl.  8,  9,  10,  11.  a  Wilt  thou  alfo  difannul  my  judgment: 
41  wilt  thou  condemn  me,  that  thou  ir.ayeft  be  righteous  ? 
44  Haft  thou  an  arm  like  God?  or  canft  thou  thunder  with 
u  a  voice  like  him  ?  Deck  thyfdf  now  with  maj.-ily  and 
14  excellency,  and  array  thylelf  with  glory  and  beauty. 
41  Call  abroad  the  ra^e  of  thy  wrath  :  and  behold  every 
44  one  that  is  proud,  and  abafc  him." 

The  fovereignty  or  God,  is  what,  of  all  things  elfe,  fin. 
ners,  while  they  continue  in  that  character,  are  leaft  ca- 
pable of  underftanding,  and  leaft  willing  to  fubmit  to. 
This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  becaufe  the  very  nature  of 
fin  ennfifts  in  cafting  off  our  allegiance,  and,  as  far  as  in 
us  lies,  rejecting  the  authority  of  God.  Tint,  my  brethren, 
a  real  difcovery  of  his  glory,  at  once,  raiil-s  him  to  the 
throne,  and  humbles  us  at  his  foctflool,  and  is,  as  if  w^ 
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heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  addrefTed  to  us  in  the  following 
ftriking  words,  li'a.  ii.  10, 11.  "  Enter  into  the  rock,  and 
"  hide  thee  in  the  dull,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
•«  glory  of  his  majelly.  The  lofty  looks  of  man  fhall  be 
"  humbled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  men  fhall  be  bowed 
14  down;  and  the  Lord  alone  (hall  be  exalted  in  that  day." 
One  who  hath  fo  known  God,  will  perceive,  that  there 
can  be  no  more  proper  repiy  to  obje&ions,  on  the  part  of 
man,  to  the  divine  procedure,  than  that  of  the  apoille  Paul, 
Rom.  ix.  20.  "  Nay,  but,  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  re- 
44  plied  againft  God  ?" 

3.  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  ferves  to  point  out 
the  danger  of  fin.  It  is  the  hope  of  impunity,  that  em- 
boldens  the  finner  to  tranfgrefs,  and  to  perfill  in  his  tranf- 
greffions.  For  this  rcafon,  we  find  the  fcriptures,  in  ge- 
neral, attributing  the  impenitence  of  fmners  to  thefe  two 
great  fources,  ignorance  and  unbelief,  Pfal.  xiv.  1.  "The 
44  fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God."  And,  in 
verfe  4-  "  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  know- 
41  ledge  :"  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  bold  rebellion  in  their  con- 
dudl  plainly  dilcovers  the  atheifm  of  their  hearts.  To  the 
fame  purpoie,  Pfalrn  x.  11,  13,  u  He  hath  faid  in  his 
44  heart,  God  hath  forgotten  ;  he  hkleth  his  face  ;  he  will 
44  never  fee  it. — Wherefore  doth  the   wicked  contemn 

God  ?    He  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  thou  wilt  not  require 

it."  But  a  difcovery  of  the  divine  glory,  at  once  de- 
ftroys  the  foundation  of  this  ftupid  fecurity,  and  impious 
preemption.  It  realizes  the  very  being  of  God  more 
than  before,  as  is  plainly  implied  in  the  words  of  Job  :  / 
have  beard  of thee  with  the  hearing  of  the  ear  ;  but  noizt 
mine  eye  see  lb  thee.  It  makes  his  prefence  fenfible,  and 
teaches  us,  that  u  all  things  are  naked  before  him."  So 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  lying  concealed.  It  fets  before  us 
his  holinefs  and  j  11  it  ice  \  that  he  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
behold  iniquity.  So  that,  while  his  nature  continues  the 
fame,  the  guilty  and  impenitent  cannot  poffibly  obtain 
pardon.  Above  all,  it  fets  before  us  the  terror  of  his  pow- 
er, which  is  infinite  and  boundlefs  ;  fo  that  nothing  can 
he  more  vain,  than  fur  the  finner  to  hope  either  to  efc^pe 
vr  reiiil. 

Vzu  II.  T 


ci 


**AgrteaHy  ttt  •»  Atf;^*  find,  tbtt,'  in  the  holy  fcrif** 
tlta,  in  whifch  God  b*h  been  pjetfed  towlke  bimfetf 
ftftown  to  us  by  external  levelatkai,  It  re  by  alfiutiiig,  and. 
Air  h  were,  difplaying,  and  producing  to  vie*,  the  glory 
€f  his  infinite  perfection,  that  he  endbavours  to  deter  us 
from  fin,  and  animate  of  encourage  us  to  duty.  When 
Obd  game  the  law  to  the  children  ttf  Brad,  ho  gave  them, 
fet  the  fame  time,  a  dtfplscy  of  his  greatnefs  and  imjefty  ito  ' 
Wtory  twfW  manner.  To  express  his  fovereign  authori- 
ty, and  the  abfolute  propriety  be  had  in  them,  be  intro- 
dtees  it  with  thefe  words:  u  I  am  the  Lord,  thy  God, 

*  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the 
*feoufc  of  bondage/1  You  may  alfo  remember,  how  ot 
ifen,  in  appointing  the  ftveral  Mofaic  conftkutions,  theft 
figntficative  words  are  repeated,  I  cttti  the  JLord*  •  in  the 
ftme  manner,  to  iqnpiefs  his'  people  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
«Vil  of  fin,  as  committed  againft  tuch  a  God,  he  deefcrt* 
MS  own  abfolute  dominion,  Mai.  i.  14.  **  But  curfed  be 
**the  deceiver,  which  hath  in  his  flock  a  male,  and  vew*- 
*eMi  andfocrificeth  to  the  Lord  a  corrupt  thing ;  for  I  am 
mi  -ffttkt  Rhtg,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofta,  and  my  name  it 
tt  dreadful  among  the  heathen." 

When  he  would  give  his  people  a  deep  conviftion  of 
the  folly  and  danger  of  fecret  fins,  he  fcts  forth  his  omni- 
fcience  and  omniprefence,  Jer.  xxiii.  23,  24.  "  Am  I  a 
**  God  at  hand,  and  not  a  God  afar  off?  Can  any  hide 
**  himfelf  in  fecret  places,  that  I  fhall  not  fee  him  ?  faith 
•*  the  Lord.  Do  not  I  fill  heaven  and  earth  ?  faith  the 
"  Lord."  When  he  would  exprefs  the  danger  of  obftina- 
cy  and  difobedience,  he  gives  a  very  lively  idea  of  his 
infinite  power,  Jer.  v.  22.  ct  Fear  ye  not  me  ?  faith  the 
**  Lord  :  will  ye  not  tremble  at  my  prefence,  which  have 
4i  placed  the  fand  for  the  bound  of  the  fea,  by  a  perpetual 

*  decree,  that  it  cannot  pafs  it ;  and  though  the  waves 
M  thereof  tofs  themfelves,  yet  can  they  not  prevail;  though 

*  they  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pafe  over  it." 

The  very  fame  thing  he  doth  to  encourage  the  truft  of 
his  own  people,  Ifa.  xliv.  6.  u  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the 

*  King  of  Ifrael,  and  his  Redeemer,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  1 
"  am  the  firft,  and  I  am  the  laft,  and  befides  me  there  is 
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"  no  God."  When  he  would  make  us  fenfible,  that,  if  we 
continue  ia  fin,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  efcape  punifh* 
ment,  what  a  terrible  reprefentation  does  he  give  of  his 
dreadful  and  irrefiftible  vengeance  ?  Prophecies  of  Nah. 
i.  j,  6.  "  The  mountains  quake  at  him,  and  the  hills  melt, 
"  and  the  earth  is  burnt  at  his  prefence,  yea,  the  world, 
44  and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who  can  (land  before  his 
"  indignation  ?  and  who  can  abide  in  the  fiercenefs  of  his 
"  anger  ?  his  fury  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks 
u  are  thrown  down  by  him." 

Thus  we  fee,  that  God,  in  fcripture,  reveals  the  glory 
of  his  own  nature,  as  the  effe&ual  means  of  retraining  ub 
in  the  commiffion  of  fin,  or  turning  us  from  it;  and  plain- 
ly ibppofes,  that  nothing  but  ignorance  of  him  can  en- 
courage finners  in  their  rebellion.  Neither  can  it  be  de- 
nied, that  when  there  is  an  inward  and  powerful  difcovery 
of  thefe  truths  to  the  mind,  it  mud  lead  us  to  repentance, 
and  lay  us  proftrate  before  his  throne,  in  obedience  and 
fubmiflion.  Who,  that  knoweth  the  Almighty,  will  run 
upon  the  thick  bofles  of  his  buckler  ?  or  will  not  rather 
nfc  this  dutiful  language  of  Job,  chap,  ix,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 
"  I  know  it  is  fo  of  a  truth;  but  how  ihould  man  be  juft 
44  with  God?  If  he  will  contend  with  him,  he  cannot  an- 
44  fwer  him  one  of  a  thoufand.  He  is  wife  in  heart,  and 
44  mighty  in  ftrength  :  who  hath  hardened  himfelf  againft 
44  him,  and  hath  profpered  ?  which  removeth  the  moun~ 
44  tains,  and  they  know  not ;  which  overturneth  them  in 
44  his  anger ;  which  fhaketh  the  earth  out  of  her  place, 
44  and  the  pillars  thereof  tremble." 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  a  view  of  the  divine  glory  tends 
to  leads  us  to  repentance,  as  it  fets  forth  his  infinite  mer- 
cy, and  affords  encouragement  to,  as  well  as  points  out 
the  profit  of  repentance.  Juft  and  proper  conceptions  of 
God  cannot  be  given  us,  without  including  his  great  mer- 
cy. This  bright  perfection  flione,  even  on  Mount  Sinai, 
through  all  the  terrors  of  that  legal  difpenfation,  Exod. 
xxxiii.  18,  19.  "  And  he  faid,  I  befeech  thee,  fhew  me 
44  thy  glory.  And  he  faid,  1  will  make  all  my  goodnefs  to 
44  pafs  before  thee  ;  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the 
44  Lord  before  thee ;  and  I  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I 
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"  will  be  gracious,  and  will  (he\V  mercy  on  whom  I  will 
**  fliew  mercy."    Exod.  xxxiv.  5, 6,  7.  "  And  the  Lord 
44  defcended  in  the  cloud,  and  flood  wiTfr4um  there,  and 
l*  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Lord.     And  the  Lord  paff- 
'■•  ed  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  the  Lord 
u  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  abnn- 
44  dant  in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thou- 
<l  fands,  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tranfgreflion,  and  fin." 
Without  the  knowledge  of  this  amiable  attribute,  all  the 
other  perfections  of  God  would  fignify  little  to  bring  us  to 
true  repentance.     Without  this,  they  carry  nothing  in 
them  but  unmixed  terror  to  the  guilty.     Without  this, 
therefore,  the  confideration  of  his  infinite  holinefs  and  pu- 
rity, his  inflexible  jultice,  and  almighty  power,  would 
only  ferve  to  drive  us  further  from  him,  by  throwing  us 
into  abfolute  defpair.     But  when,  to  all  the  other  perfec- 
tions of  God,  we  join  his  infinite  mercy,  the  true  know- 
ledge  of  him  ferves  not  only  to  deftroy  criminal  preemp- 
tion,   but  to  animate  to  dutiful  fubmiffion.      Thus  the 
Pfalmift  exprefies  himfclf,  PJalm  exxx.  3,  4,    "If  thou 
"  Lord,  fhouldell    mark  iniquities,    C)  Lord,  who  fhall 
44  ftand  ?     l;ut  there   is  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou 
"  mayelt  be  feared."     Here  you  may  obierve,  that,   when 
he  fays,  "  there  is  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft 
44  be  feared,"  he  not  only  means,  that  there  is  encourage- 
ment to  ferve  God,  but  that  his  mercy  itfelf  leaJs  to  that 
filial  reverence  which  is  fo  efientiai  a  part  of  true  peni- 
tence.    The  greatneis  and  mercy  of  God  happily  con- 
fpire  in  melting  the  heart  of  the  firmer.     There  is  an  ex- 
prefiion  of  lingular  beauty,  lief.  iii.  5.   u  Afterward  11  rail 
4i  the  children  of  liracl  return,  and  feck  the   Lord,  their 
14  God,  and  David,  their  King;  and  fhall  fear  the  Lord, 
44  and  his  goodnefs,   in  the  laf:*er clays." 

This  lends  mc  to  obierve,  that  it  iii  in  the  gr.fpel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jefus  C.hriii,  that  we  have  the  bripht- 
cil  and  cleared  difnlav  of  cii.ine  ineri}'.  It  is  in  Chriil, 
that  w  e  have  the  true  and  iV.vin;*  dilVuvery  of  the  ^lory  and 
perfections  of  G:-d.  Ar.d  it  is  pai tuularly  in  him,  that 
we  have  an  united  iiiwllration,  r.nd  juini  difplay  ofgreat- 
ntfsand  ^ootinds,  of  majcHy  vnd  iiiV'.cy.     In  the  under- 
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taking  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer,  we  have  a  very  clear  and 
effecting  view  of  thofe  perfe&ions,  that  fhew  the  evil  of 
fin,  and  the  danger  of  the  finner.  Never  did  the  holinefs 
of  God  fliine  brighter,  or  his  hatred  and  indignation  a- 
gainft  fin,  appear  with  greater  terror,  than  when  the  fword 
of  his  juftice  was  drawn  out  againlt  the  man  who  is  bis 
fellow.  When  God  fwept  away  a  polluted  world  by  an 
oniverfal  deluge ;  when  he  overthrew  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah  by  fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven ;  when  the 
earth  opened  her  mouth,  anil  fwallowed  up  Korah,  Da- 
than,  and  Abiram.  Thefe  wtere  terrible  proofs  of  his  ha- 
tred of  fin,  of  the  juftice  and  holinefs  of  his  nature.  Yet 
were  they,  after  all,  but  faint  evidences,  in  comparifon 
of  what  were  given,  when  u  he  who  was  in  the  form  of 
*'  God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God, 
"  — was  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  and  became  obedient 
*4  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs." 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  in  this  great  event,  hath  he  not 
magnified  his  love  ?  Rom.  v.  8.  "  But  God  hath  com- 
**  mended  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
"  iinners,  Ghrift  died  for  us."  How  (hall  we  think  or 
fpeak  on  this  unfathomable  fubje£t  ?  Chrift  Jefus  is  the 
fruit  of  the  Father's  everlafting  love  to  finners  of  man- 
kind. How  great  the  giver !  how  unfpeakable  the  gift  ! 
how  mean  and  worthlels  the  objefts  of  his  love  !  God  is 
love.  Power,  wifdom,  holinefs,  and  juftice,  ihine,  in- 
deed, in  the  doctrine  of  the  crofs.  But,  above  all,  grace 
and  mercy  prevail,  u  and  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
u  eternal  life."  What  a  melting  view  to  every  convin- 
ced finner  !  Zech.  xii.  10.  "  — They  fhall  look  upon  me 
44  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  ihall  mourn  for 
u  him,  as  one  that  mourneth  for  his  only  ion,  and  fliall 
44  be  in  bittcrnefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for 
41  his  firit-born."  Muft  they  not,  with  Job,  abhor  them- 
sehes,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes?  This  is  a  circum- 
ftimce  frequently  taken  notice  of  with  regard  to  the  gof- 
pel  converts.  Jer.  xxxi.  9.  44  They  fhall  come  with 
*4  weeping ;  and  with  Amplications  will  1  lead  them." 
Jrr.  v.  4,  5.  "  In  thofe  days,  and  in  that  time,  faith  the 
fck  Lord,  the  children  of  Iirael  ihall  come,  they,  and  the 
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41  children  of  Judah  together,  going  and  weeping; 
14  ihali  go  and  feek  the  Lord,  their  God-  They  dial  I  afk 
**  the  way  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward,  faying, 
%l  Gome,  and  let  us  join  ourfelves  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpe- 
**  tual  covenant,  that  fhall  not  be  forgotten."  I  fhall 
clofe  tliis  head,  by  addreffing  to  you  the  words  of  God  to 
the  children  of  lfrael,  Joel  Yu  12,  13,  u  Therefore  alfo 
4t  now,  faith  the  Lord,  turn  ye  even  to  me  with  all  your 
"  heart,  and  with  falling,  and  with  weeping,  and  with 
41  mourning^  and  rend  your  heart,  and  not  your  gar- 
44  meats,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  your  God  ;  for  he  is 
M  gracious  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
y  kindnds,  and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil." 

I  proceed,  now,  to  make  fome  practical  improvement 
of  what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

1.  You  may  learn,  from  this  fubjeft,  the  force  and 
meaning  of  thofe  paffages  of  fcripture,  in  which  the  whole 
of  religion  is  exprefied  by  the  knowledge  of  God*  Thus^ 
Prov,  is*  10.  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
**  wifdom;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is  underfiand- 
44  tng."  The  fame  thing  is  affirmed  by  our  blefTed  Sa- 
viour, John  xvii.  3.  44  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they 
44  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift* 
44  whom  thou  haft  fent."  On  the  other  hand,  wicked 
men  are  often  deicribed  by  this  fhort  and  expre&ve  cha- 
mber, that  they  know  not  God,  as  m  a  Theff.  i.  8* 
4k  — In  flaming  lire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know 
44  not  God."  The  truth  is>  God  is  either  wholly  unknown, 
or  greatly  miftaken  by  wicked  men.  Non*  but  his  fer* 
vants  do  truly  fee  his  glory  ;  and  the  more  they  fee  of  him, 
the  more  they  are  affimilated  to  him,  Thus/the  apoftkj 
Paul  defcribes  converfion  in  the  following  terms,  2  Cor.- 
iv.  &.  44  For  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  ou| 
44  of  darknefs,  hath  fhined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light 
41  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of 
14  Jefus  Chrift."  And,  in  the  fame  epiftle,  chap^iii.  i£, 
he  thus  defcribes  the  progrefs  of  the  chriftian  life,  44  But 
44  we  all,  with  open  face,  beholding,  as  in  a  glafs,  ths 
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*  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  Jmage, 
u  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 
a.  From  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  you  may 
learn  the  great  danger  of  a  ftate  of  ignorance.  If  repen- 
tance, which  is  the  beginning  of  true  religion,  takes  its 
rife  from  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  perfe&ions  of 
God,  does  it  not  follow,  that  thofe  who  are  grofsly  igno- 
rant, are  not  only  in  a  contemptible,  but  in  a  deplorable 
ftate  ?  that  they  mull  be  ftrangers  to  the  power  and  prac- 
tice of  religion,  and,  dying  in  that  condition,  mud  pe- 
rifh  eternally  ?  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  even 
amongft  us,  who  have  the  means  of  inftru&ion  in  fo 
great  plenty,  there  are  dill  many  who  continue  grofsly 
ignorant  How  inexcufable  are  thofe  parents,  who  do  not 
make  confeience  of  diligently  training  up  their  children 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  things  that  belong  to  their  eternal 
peace  ?  I  mull  alfo  intreat  all  heads  of  families,  whom 
God  hath  enabled  to  hire  the  labor  of  others,  ferioufly  to 
think  of  the  obligation  that  lies  upon  them,  to  indraft 
their  fervants  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  not  fuffer 
any  under  their  roof  to  perifli  for  lack  of  knowledge.  Do 
not  think  you  have  done  enough,  when  you  have  given 
them  food  and  wages,  if  you  wholly  negledt  their  precious 
fouls.  I  do  not  expe£t  to  prevail  upon  you,  faithfully  to 
tlifcharge  thi9  duty,  by  any  arguments  but  thofe  drawn 
from  the  glory  of  God,  and  your  own  everlafting  interefl; 
but  I  cannot  help,  at  the  fame  time,  putting  you  in  mind, 
that  it  is  very  much  for  your  temporal  intereft.  Depend 
upon  it,  the  more  confeientioufly  you  difcharge  your  duty 
to  them,  the  more  honeftly,  diligently,  and  chearfully 
will  they  ferve  you.  It  is  very  common  to  hear  complaints 
of  the  ilothfulnefs,  unfaithfulnefs,  and  infolence  of  fer- 
vants; but,  if  we  confider,  ferioufly,  what  belongs  to  the 
duty  of  a  mailer,  there  will  be  found,  perhaps,  as  many, 
and  as  great  faults,  on  this  fide  as  on  the  other.  It  is  fur- 
prifing,  that  fome  feem  to  expeft,  in  a  poor  uneducated 
creature,  all  manner  of  decency  of  behavior,  fvveetnefs  of 
temper,  integrity,  and  diligence,  and  are  ready  to  florm 
upon  the  leall  dete£t,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  fhow 
no  example  in  thtir  own  condudt,  but  of  a  vifible  neglect 
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of  duty  both  to  God  and  man.  Oh !  my  brethren,  hav« 
pity  on  the  ignorant,  efpecially  the  younger  fort,  wh# 
would  learn,  if  they  had  teachers.  Ignorance  is  always  a 
fecure,  infenfible  ftate.  They  know  nothing,  and  there* 
fore  tliey  fear  nothing.  Public  inilruftion  is,  in  a  great 
meafurc,  ufelefs  to  thofe  who  are  not  prepared  for  it  by 
more  familiar  teaching  at  home.  Let  miniiters  fpeak  ne- 
ver fo  plainly  from  the  pulpit,  it  is  Hill  to  many  of  them  a 
ftrange  language,  which  they  do  not  comprehend. 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubject,  you  may 
fee  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  or  an  inward  change  of 
heart,  in  order  to  real  religion.  You  have  heard  above, 
that  it  is  not  a  fpeculative  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
perfections  of  God,  or  underftanding  what  he  is,  that 
leads  to  repentance,  but  a  view  of  his  excellence  and  ami- 
ablenefs,  as  glorious  in  his  holinefs.  This  none  can  have, 
bat  thofe  who  are  in  fome  meafure  transformed  into  the 
fame  image.  Hence  it  is,  that  wicked  men  do  not  cherifli, 
but  avoid  the  thoughts  of  God.  Hence  it  is,  that  extra- 
ordinary tokens  of  the  divine  power  and  prefence,  fignal 
judgments,  and  unexpected  ftrokes  on  themfelves,  or 
their  relations,  dillrefs  and  terrify  them,  and  bring  them 
under  a  flaviih  bondage  for  a  Utile,  but  produce  no  love; 
no  dciirc  of  union;  no  cordial  fubmifiion.  Hence  alio 
appears  the  foolifhncfs  of  that  finful,  but  general  propenfi- 
ty  in  men,  to  afk  after  a  fyn,  and  todclire  that  other  and 
(iiiicrent  evidence  Ihould  be  jriven  them  of  the  truth  of 
religion  than  Cioa  hath  il-vii  ui-'ct.     AVc  have  an  example 

:rich  '.nan  and  Lazarus,  record- 
There  the  rich  man  is 
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reprtfented,  r.s  ii::rejitin'.%  that  Lazarus  mi;;ht  be  lent  to 
hir,  b;v.!-,;\jn  for  their  w^rnin^.  YO:eii  Abraham  reiers 
ih-m  to  lh«  1 -waled  will  of  God,  Moles  and  the  prophets, 
he  lira's  his  r.\]ueii  thus,  ver.  \o,  "  And  lie  laid,  nay, 
:t  father  -Abraham  ;  but  if  one  went  unto  them  from  the 
t;  dead,  tiuy  will  repent;"  to  which  the  anlVvtr  is  piven 
■  muicdiatv-!y,  4k  If  tlyy  hear  not  M-.fcs  and  the  prophets, 
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There  have  been  others  at  different  times,  who  have 
defired  fuch  extraordinary  proofs ;  but  they  would  of 
themfclvesf  be  atteruftd  with  no  real  benefit.  Though 
you  had  been  on  Mount  Sinai  with  JMofes,  it  would  have 
produced  terror,  but  no  other  effect,  without  a  Spiritual 
difcovery  of  the  real  glory  of  God.  See  Exod.  xix.  i6. 
44  And  it  came  to  pals,  on  the  third  day,  in  the  morning, 
44  that  there  were  thunders,  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick 
"  cloud  upon  the  mount,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet 
u  exceeding  loud ;  fo  that  all  the  people  that  was  in  the 
44  camp  trembled."  And  the  fame  book,  ch.  xx.  18, 19. 
44  And  all  the  people  law  the  thunderings,  and  the  light- 
44  nings,  and  the  nolle  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  mountain 
44  fmoking  ;  and  when  die  people  faw  it,  they  removed, 
44  and  ftood  afar  off:  and  they  fuid  unto  Mofes,  fpeak  thou 
44  with  us,  and  we  will  hear ;  but  let  not  God  fpeak  with 
44  us,  left  we  die."  Another  evidence  of  the  fame  thing, 
may  be  taken  from  the  cafe  of  devils  and  damned  fpirits. 
They  have,  no  doubt,  a  fenfible  demonftration  of  the  be- 
ing,  and,  probably,  a  very  clear  intelle&ual  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  God  ;  yet  hath  it  not  any  effect  in  changing 
their  difpofitions :  on  the  contrary,  the  more  they  know 
of  him,  who  is  fo  oppofite  to  their  temper,  they  hate  him 
the  more  ;  it  inflames  their  natural  enmity,  and  makes  it 
rage  with  double  violence.  This,  I  think,  appears  very 
plainly,  both  from  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  from  the 
following  paffages  of  fcripture,  Matth.  viii.  29,  it  is  laid  of 
two  demoniacs:  "And  behold  they  cried  out,  ikying,  what 
44  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of  God  ?  art 
14  thou  come  hither  to  torment  us  before  the  time  ?"  Mark 
v.  6,  7.  "  But  when  he  faw  jefus  afar  off,  he  ran  and 
44  worihipped  him,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  faid, 
44  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of  the 
44  Moil  High  God  ?  I  adjure  thee  by  God,  that  thou  tor- 
44  ment  me  not."  And  again,  Mark  ix.  20.  "And  they 
41  brought  him  unto  him  ;  and  when  he  faw  him,  flraight- 
4i  way  the  fpirit  tare  him,  and  he  fell  on  the  ground,  and 
u  wallowed,  foaming."  From  which  paffages,  we  may 
perceive,  agreeable  to  what  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
nrefence  of  Chriit  increafed,  at  once,  the  rage  and  niife- 
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ry  of  the  mclean  fpirits^  Let  this  excite  tf.tatim^ftat 
it  would  plcafe  God  to  reveal  himfelf  to  ut  hp  Me  Spirit 
and  give  us  the  faring  knowledge  of  him,  as  he  is  m  in 
44  Chrift  Jcfus,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf." 

4.  Sutter  me,  on  this  otcafon,  fliortly  to  addrefs  myfelf 
to  thefe,  who  are  ftrangciWto  true  religion.     Let  me  be* 
leech  them,  while  they  are  yet  in  the  way,  and  whtlft  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  driving  with  them,  in  his  word  and  ordi- 
nances* to  lajr  down  the  weapons  of  their  rebellion  againft 
him,  and  to  lay  hold,  by  faith,  on  the  atoning  blood  of 
Chrift  for  their  reconciliation  and  peace.     Are  there  not 
fome  in  this  aflcmWy,  who  have  yet  no  knowledge  of  God, 
but  that  which  makes  his  fcrvice  a  burden,  his  Sabbaths  a 
wearinefs,  ftad  his  people  contemptible  or  odious  I     Are 
there  not  fome  tender  fptrits,  who  are  paffionate  lovers  of 
this  prefent  world,  but  unable  to  bear  the  view  of  morta- 
lity and  mifery  in  their  fellow-creatures ;  who  tremble  at 
the  gloom  of  a  church-yard,  or  burying  vault,  and  turn 
pale  as  afhes  at  the  fight  of  a  death's  head,  or  an  open 
grave?  I  befeech  you,  my  beloved  hearers,  to  join,  with 
the  terror  of  divine  power,  the  riches  of  divine  grace  j 
and  let  both  con  i  I  rain  you  to  "  acquaint  yourfelves  with 
"  God,  and  be  at  peace,  that  thereby  good  may  come  un- 
••  to  you."     I  know  no  way,  by  which  you  may  avoid 
meeting  with  the  king  of  terrors;  but  you  may  fet  him  at 
defiance  under  the  protection  of  the  King  of  kings.  There 
is  no  profit  in  forgetting,  but  there  is  both  honor  and  pro* 
fit  in  conquering  death.     Some  are  unhappily  fuccefsful, 
for  a  feafon,  in  banifhing  every  difmal  idea  from   their 
minds.     The  falfe  and  flattering  pleafures  of  life  engrofs 
their  attention,  and  intoxicate  their  minds.  But  in  a  little 
time,  Behold  the  fupreme  Judge  ucometh  with  clouds, 
«*  and  every  eye  fhall  fee  him,  and  they  alio  which  pierced 
44  him;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  fhall  wail  becaufe  of 
44  him."     He  is  now  befeeching  you  withtendernefs,  and 
waiting  on  you  with  patience.     Embrace,  therefore,  the 
happy  feafon.     "  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,   and  ye 
,4  perilh  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a 
u  little  ;  bleffed  are  all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him." 
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5.  In  the  lafl  place,  you  may  fee  thereafon  why  tttry 
truly  good  man,  the  more  he  groweth  in  religion,  the 
more  he  groweth  in  humility.  Growth  in  religion  im- 
plies, or  carries  in  it,  a  growing  difcovery  of  the  glory  of 
God,  ask  ihinesin  his  works,  his  won),  his  ordinances, 
Iks  providence.  This  neceffarily  leads  to  fclf-abafement. 
O  how  contrary  to  religion  is  pride!  But,  above  all  others, 
how  abfurd,  criminal,  intolerable,  isfpiritual  pride?  what 
a  proof  of  felf  ignorance,  as  well  q*  forgetfulnefs  of  God ! 
Tbefirft  views  of  a  penitent  are  fixed  on  the  enormities 
of  his  life ;  bot  when  thefe  are,  in  fome  meafore,  fubdu- 
ed,  additional  difcoveries  of  the  glory  of  God  bring  forth 
the  latent  corruptions  of  his  heart  What  affe&ing  com* 
plaints  does  that  eminent,  zealous,  faithful  minifler  of 
Cbrift,  the  apoflle  Paul,  make  in  the  following  well  known 
paflage,  Rom.  vii.  18.  u  For  I  know  that  in  me  (that  is, 
44  in  my  flefh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing :  for  to  will  is  pre* 
u  fent  with  me  ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I 
u  find  not."  And  verfe  23, 24.  "  But  I  fee  another  law 
44  in  my  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  my  mind, 
"  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which 
44  is  in  my  members.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am !  who 
u  (ball  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  V*  Nay, 
the  cleared  views  which  a  believer  can  take  of  the  riches 
of  divine  mercy  through  a  Redeemer,  though  they  afford 
unfpeakable  confolation  in  God,  tend  alfo  deeply  to  hum- 
ble him,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthinefs.  The 
do&rine  of  the  crofs  is  not  more  refrefhing  to  the  broken  in 
heart,  than  it  is  abafmg  to  the  proud ;  for  it  was  chofen 
of  God  for  this  very  purpofe,  u  that  no  flefh  fliould  glory 
44  in  his  prefence." 

On  the  whole,  my  brethren,  as  you  cannot  live  under 
the  dire&ion  of  a  better  habitual  principle,  fo  you  cannot 
prepare  for  any  aft  of  folemn  w  or  (hip  more  properly,  than 
by  deep  humility.  To  improve  this  difpofition,  let  me 
intreat  you  to  make  a  ferious  and  impartial  fearch  into  the 
fins  you  have  been  guilty  of,  in  heart  and  converfation, 
by  omiffion  or  commifiion  ;  by  negletting  your  duty  to 
God,  or  the  ill  performance  of  his  worfliip,  in  public,  in 
family,  or  in  fecret ;    by  negledting  your  duty  to  your 
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neighbour,  toyourfelves,  to  your  relatione;  or  doing  that 
which  U  wrong,  by  indulging,  in  any  meafure,  the  *•  luft 
"  of  the  flefii,  the  lull  of  tlt€  eye,  or  the  pride  of  lid-.'1 
To  conclude  all,  you  will  never  have  a  more  fotefytng 
evidence,  that  ymr  nt\$of  wcrfhip,  ordinary  or  more 
lcmn,  have  been  aectpf able  to  God,  than  if  they  ferve  to 
clothe  you  *  ith  humility,  and  make  you  adopt  and  rcliftt 
the  words  of  Jiib  in  the  text:  "  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the 
u  hearing  of  the  e.ir;  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  il*ee.  Where* 
M  fore  I  abbor  myfclf,  and  repent  in  dull  and  afhes/1 
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Because  thou  sayest  lam  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing;  and  knoxvest  not  that  thou  art  wretch- 
ed, and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked. 

IN  order  to  preach  the  Gofpel  with  fuccefs,  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  we  fhould  begin,  by  eftablilhing  the  great 
and  fundamental  truths,  on  which  all  the  reft  are  built, 
and  to  which  they  conftantly  refer.  Nay,  it  is  neceflary, 
that  we  fhould  often  look  back  to  thefe,  and  fee  that  we  be 
not  off  the  foundation,  or  that  it  be  not  weakly,  or  imper- 
fectly laid.  Of  this  fort,  I  take  the  guilt,  mifery  and 
weaknefs  of  our  nature  to  be;  and  therefore  have  chofen 
the  words  now  read,  as  the  fubject  of  difcourfe,  in  which 
the  fpirit  of  God  reproves  the  felf-fufficiency,  and  felf- 
righteoufnefs  of  the  church  of  Laodicea. 

Because  thou  sayest  lam  rich,  and  increased  with  goods, 
&c.  I  fuppofe  you  will  all  ealily  underdand,  that  the 
words  are  figurative,  and  are  fpoken  entirely  with  a  view 
to  the  fpiritual  flate  of  that  church.  In  this  light,  let  us 
confider  what  is  precifely  their  meaning. 

We  may  either  fuppofe,  that  this  charge  is  brought 
againft  the  church  of  Laodicea,  becaufe  there  were  many 
there,  under  the  profeffion  of  the  Gofpel,  who  were,  not- 
withltanding,  ftill  in  a  natural  and  unrenewed  (late — • 
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flrangers  to  the  power  of  religion  ;  of  which,  their  being 
thus  unhumbled,  and  mfenfible  of  their  guilt  and  mifery, 
was  the  evidence  w  and  for  which  the  remedy  is  prefer  ibed 
til  the  following  words  :  "  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me 
•*  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  may  ell  be  rich,  and  white 
u  raiment  that  thou  maycit  be  clothed,  and  that  the  fhame 
4t  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes 
■*  with  eye  fat  ve,  that  thou  mayeit  fee." 

Or  we  may  fuppofe,  that  this  reproof  was  in  a  great 
meafune  applicable  to  them  alt*  in  general ;  believers  and 
unbelievers ;  the  beft  of  them  being  exceedingly  prone  to 
truft  in  themfelves  that  they  were  righteous  ;  inftead  of 
that  humble  dependance  on  the  merit  and  grace  of  their 
Redeemer,  which  ought  not  only  to  be  the  refuge  of  the 
finner,  but  the  confidence  of  die  faint*  And  there  is  no 
que  [lion,  that  this  is  a  proper  caution  to  profeffing  Chris- 
tians in  every  age,  to  beware  of  fplUting  on  the  rock  of 
fclf  fafficiency. 

But  as  this  difpofitron  reigns  in  the  heart  of  every  oncs 
that  is  yet  at  a  dillance  from  God — is  the  foundation  of 
their  fecurity  and  impenitence,  and  is  what  they  muftbe 
brought  off  from,  before  they  can  be  reconciled  to  God  J 
h  is  for  their  benefit,  that  I  chiefly  defign  this  difcourfe* 
though  it  may  alfo  be  ufeful,  and  ihall  be  in  pari,  applied 
to  the  children  of  God.  It  is  an  afielting  thought,  when 
pursued  to  its  confequences ;  yet  alas !  it  is  qnqueftioaa* 
My  true,  that  in  every  aflembty,  fuch  as  this,  of  profeffing 
Chriftians,  there  are  not  a  few,  who  aire  in  the  gall  ofbiu. 
terness,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity^  under  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  liable  to  the  condemning  fentence  of  his  law  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  for  greateft  part  of  them 
are  ignorant  of  it,  and  know  not,  that  they  are  vtrctcbedt 
and  poor y  and  blind,  and  naked. 

In  difcourfing  farther  upon  this  fubjeft,  therefore  I  ftiali 

I.  Endeavor  to  prove  and  ittuftr&te  this  truth:  that 
all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery, 
under  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  liable  to  the  wrath 
of  God 
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U.  I  (hall  briefly  fliew  you,  that  being  brought  to  a 
lively  fenfe,  and  genuine  convi&ion  of  this,  is  the  firft, 
and  a  neceflary  ftep,  to  the  faving  knowledge  of  God,  in 
Chrift— -And  in  the  last  place,  Ihall  make  Tome  practical 
improvement  of  the  fubje& 

I.  In  the  firft  place  then,  I  am  to  prove  and  illufttate 
this  truth ;  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of 
fin  and  miferyt  under  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  lia- 
ble to  the  wrath  of  God.  What  is  faid  in  this  paflage  of 
the  Laodiceans,  is  univerfally  true,  of  the  poflerity  of 
Adam.  Unlefs  an  inward  and  effential  change  has  been 
wrought  upon  them  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  are  wretch* 
$d>  and  miserable,  and  poor \  and  blind,  and  naked.  It  is 
alfi>  true  of  them,  as  well  as  the  Laodiceans,  that  they 
khow  ic  not ;  but  vainly  prefume  themfelves  to  be  rich, 
and  increafed  with  goods,  and  to  have  need  of  nothing. 
If  thcfe  two  things  are  jointly  true  of  many  of  you  my 
hearers,  there  is  nothing  in  which  you  can  have  fo  great 
a  concern :  therefore,  let  me  earneftly  befeech  your  moft 
ferious  attention,  to  what  Ihall  be  faid  :  as  the  fuccefs  of 
this  conviction  is  neceflary,  to  your  understanding  or  pro- 
fitting  by  any  other  part  of  divine  truth,  as  I  ihall  after* 
wards  Ihew  you. 

The  proof  of  the  truth  here  afferted,  can  be  only  of  two 
kinds.  1.  From  fcripture,  which  is  the  teftimony  of 
God  declaring  it.  2.  From  the  vifible  (late  of  the  world, 
and  our  own  experience  finding  it  to  be  fo. 

i.  That  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of  fin 
and  mifery,  appears  from  the  exprefs,  and  repeated  tefti- 
mony of  the  word  of  God.  And  this  teftimony  we  have, 
not  only  in  particular  paflages,  carrying  the  truth,  but  in 
the  drain  and  fpirit  of  the  whole,  and  the  feveral  dif- 
penfations  of  Divine  Providence  there  recorded,  which  are 
all  of  them,  built  upon  this  fuppofition,  and  intended  to 
remedy  this  universal  evil. 

See  what  God  declares:  Gen.  vi.  5.  "  And  God  faw 
"  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 
u  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart,  was 
44  only  evil  continually."    And  again,  "  the  imagination 
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the  reil  of  mankind.;  ahdiadeed  be  plainly  iatknates*  that 
it  is.. a  /common  calamity/  -.A.iWte  can  underfiaud  Jiip 
"  errors  ?  Qeanfe  thou  me  from  fecret'  .faults.,  Behold  J. 
u  I  was  fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  con- 
,uoeivein&".     *     -    >  ;.■  .  i   .f 

.  We  may.  take  alfo  the  teftimony  of  the  apoftle  Paul*  Aft 
insepifUe.ta  the  Jtomans,  which  is  the  .more  full,  to^flirt 
fxefcat  purpofe;  that  as  Jae  had  never  been  at  Rome,  Jug 
is  theinp  laying  the  foundation  of  religion  in  general*  aft} 
the.  Chnftian.difpenfation  in  particular,  by  a  clear  ffljA 
explicit  .proof of  the  need  the  world  had  of  aSayiqwt 
from  its  univerfal  corruption  and  depravity*  3*etfW 
^hat  he. %8ir-(V What  then?  Are  we  better  than  tb^jrl 
ft  }&>,m  no  wife*  for  we  have  before  proved  both  Jcw^iumI 
¥  Gentiles*  that  they  are  all  under  .fin.  As  Jt  is  vsritttflt 
Sf  there  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one."   .And  ague*** 

#  Now,  we  know  that  what  tilings,  fever  the  law  bkkpii 
u  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law,  that  every  mottfJb 

*  may  be  flopped,,  and  all  die  world  may  become  #aik$ 
**  before  GocL— For  all  have  finned  and  come  fliort  of  tbft' 
44  glory  of  God." 

You  may  alfo  fee  that  the  apoflle  traces  this  diforder  to 
its  very  fource — "  Wherefore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered 
41  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin :  and  fo  death  paflbd 
44  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned.!' 

I  fliall  add  but  one  exprefs  fcripture  teftimony  more. — 
44  And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trefpaflcs 
44  and  fins." 

But  befides  the  particular  pafTages  of  fcripture,  pot- 
tively  declaring  this  truth,  the  whole  frame  and  contex- 
ture of  the  fcriptures,  and  all  the  difpenfations  of  Divine 
Providence  recorded  in  them,  are  a  proof  of  the  fame 
thin?.  Man  is  every  where  confidered  as  in  a  fallen  and 
finful  'late.  Every  thing  that  is  prefcribed  to  him,  and 
every  thing  that  is  done  for  him,  goes  upon  that  fuppofi- 
tion.  It  is  not  one  man,  or  a  few  men,  that  are  in  fcrip- 
ture cabled  to  repentance,  but  all  without  exception.  Now 
repentance  is  only  the  duty  of  a  finner.     An  iunoccnt 
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perfon  cannot  repent ;  he  has  nothing  to  grieve  for  in  Iris 
heart,  or  to  fin-fake  in  bis  Hie.  It  is  alfo  proper  to  obferve, 
that  one  of  the  fcripturc  characters  of  God  is,  Merciful 
and  gracious,  sloiv  to  anger,  forgiving  iniquity,  trans* 
gression  and  sin.  Now,  he  could  not  be  to  us  a  forgiving 
God,  and  there  would  be  no  need  that  he  ftiould  be  re- 
vealed under  that  charadier,  unlef's  we  were  finners,  that 
flood  in  need  of  pardon.  Mercy,  indeed,  is  the  diftin- 
£ui  filing  attribute  of  God,  and  this  can  only  have  rel'peft 
to  offenders.  All  the  other  perfections  oi  God,  might  be 
exercifed  towards  pure  and  holy  creatures ;  but  mercy, 
only  towards  finners.  He  might  be  a  good,  holy,  juli, 
wife,  powerful  God,  to  perfons  in  a  (late  of  innocence, 
but  he  can  (hew  mercy  only  to  the  guilty. 

Do  not  the  difpenfations  of  God's  providence  (hetfr 
the  fame  thing?  He  fent  the  flood,  as  a  teflimony  of  the 
wickednefs  of  the  world,  and  for  the  punifhment  of  a 
guilty  race*  Remember  alfo  the  facrifices,  which  were 
appointed,  and  accepted  by  God,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world.  Sacrifices  are  for  atonement,  and  expiation. 
They  are  plainly  a  fubftitution  in  the  room  of  a  forfeited 
life.  It  is  doing  violence  to  common  fenfe,  to  make  them 
any  thing  elfe.  The  whole  Jewiih  economy,  which  had 
in  it  fo  many  facrifices,  fo  many  offerings,  lb  many  wafh- 
in£s  and  purifications,  does  plainly  fuppofe,  the  peTioii 
ufing  them  to  be  infefted  with  fin,  or  moral  pollution. 
Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  they  had  been  extremely  ab- 
furd  and  improper. 

But  the  llrongtft  teflimony  of  all,  that  God  hath  given 
to  the  guilt  and  corruption  of  mankind,  is  his  fending  his 
own  Son  into  the  world,  to  redeem  them,  by  the  facrifice 
of  himfelf— -  To  what  purpofe  redeem  them,  if  they  were 
not  in  bondage  ?  Why  fo  coilly  an  expiation,  if  our  lives 
had  not  been  forfeited  to  divine  juflice  ?  But  that  it  was 
for  this  purpofe,  that  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  is  lb 
plain,  from  the  whole  of  the  fcriptures,  that  I  fhall  fcleft 
but  one  palTige  out  of  many,  to  prove  it — "  Whom  God 
kk  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his 
u  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoulhefs,  fcr  the  remiffinn  of 
11  fins  that  are  pall,  through  the  forbearance  of  God/* 

Vor..  II.  X 
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What  is  fakl  already  on  this  head,  is  a  full  proof  from 
fcripture,  that  man  is  now,  by  nature,  in  a  Hate  of  fin ; 
that  he  is  alio,  in  confequence  of  that,  in  a  Hate  of  miferyT 
and  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God,  is  proved  by  miny  of  the 
fame  pafiages,  and  by  many  others — iL  For  the  wrath  of 
14  God  is  revealed  from  Heaven  againtt  all  ungodlinefs* 
"  and  unrighteoulhefs  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in  tin- 
ft  righteou  fuels — For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,"  6tc.  But 
I  need  not  multiply  paffages  to  this  purpofe ;  for  in  all 
God's  difpenfatlons,  the  deferved  pumfliment  of  tinners 
is  as  evident  as  their  finfulnefs  itfelf.  It  is  indeed  fully 
proved,  from  the  effentiul  perfections  of  God,  particular- 
ly his  holinefs  and  juflice.  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  tha 
he  can  behold  iniquity.  Evil  cannot  dwelt  ivitb  hit 
nor  fools^  that  is,  finners,  stand  in  his  stght. 

Is  not  all  this  then  my  brethren,  a  fufficient  proof,  fror 
ihe  tellimony  of  God,  that  man  in  a  natural  ftate,  is  finf 
and  miferablef  (hall  we  affirm  ourfelves  to  be  whole,  if  he 
faith  we  are  un found  ?  Do  We  know  more  than  God  I 
Wilt  we  not  give  credit  to  the  fountain  of  truth  ?  Nor  is  it 
any  objeftion  to  this,  that  we  ourfelves  know  it  not,  or  are 
but  little  fenfibteof  it.  One  confide rable  part  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  blindnefs  of  underftanding :  fo  that  we  may,  and 
muft,  till  our  eyes  are  opened,  be  ignorant  of  our  danger 
— We  may  think  and  fay,  that  we  are  rich,  and  increased 
in  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing,  while  we  are  wretched 
and  miserable,  and  blind  and  naked. 

2.  The  fame  thing  appears  from  the  vifible  ftate  of  the 
world,  and  our  own  experience.  Unbelievers  are  apt  to 
hear  with  indifference  and  negleft,  what  they  are  told 
from  fcripture  tellimony,  unlefs  otherwife  confirmed  to 
them;  and  it  is  with  the  unbeliever  we  have  now  to  do. 
TJefides,  the  ettablifhnrient  of  this  truth,  upon  other  evi- 
dence than  that  of  fcripture,  ought  to  have  a  powerful  in- 
fluence, in  inducing  men  to  believe  the  other  truths  in 
fcripture,  that  are  connefted  with  and  founded  upon  it. 
I  think  it  therefore,  highly  proper,  to  lay  before  you  what 
evidence  we  have  of  our  loft  ftate,  from  the  obfervatioa  of 
the  world,  though  the  fcriptures  had  been  filent.  I  would 
likewife  recommend  to  al!f  what  fhall  be  faid  on  thisfi*b- 
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je£t,  to  preferve  your  faith  unfhaken,  and  keep  you  from 
blafphemous,  unbelieving  thoughts,  if  at  any  time  you 
fhould  be  tempted  to  them  :  fince  even  unenlightened 
reafon  confirms  the  foundation  of  divine  truth,  and  na- 
ture, and  providence  confpire  in  preaching  the  do&rine 
of  divine  grace. 

Now,  doth  not  our  experience,  as  well  as  the  obferva- 
tion  of  others,  fhew  us,  that  we  are  born  in  fin,  and  con- 
ceived in  iniquity  ?  May  we  not  fay  from  our  own  know- 
ledge, that  the  imaginations  of  the  heart  of  man,  are  only 
evil  from  his  youth,  and  that  continually  ?  Is  there  not  a 
pronenefs,  and  tendency  to  evil,  univerfally  to  be  obferved 
111  mankind  ?  and  a  backwardnefs  and  averfion  to  that 
which  is  good?  Is  not  this  apparent. even  in  children, 
upon  the  firft  dawn  of  reafon  in  their  minds,  and  the  firft 
fight  of  choice  or  inclination  in  their  hearts?  Surely  it  nroft 
be  owned,  that  in  that  early  period,  they  are  at  leaft  com* 
parathely  innocent — If  any  among  us,  is  without  fin.  it 
mud  be  the  youngeft;  yet  folly  is  bound  in  the  heart  of  a 
child.  How  hard  is  it  to  guard  them  from  evil,  and  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  good  difpofitions,  even  by  the  wifeft  and 
earlieft  care,  in  their  inftru&ion?  and  even  after  the  moft 
fuccefsful  pains,  are  there  not  ftill  many  remaining  ble- 
mifhes,  through  the  prevalence  of  corrupt  nature,  which 
fhew,  that  the  ground-work  itfelf,  was  faulty  ?  But  on  the 
contrary,  how  eafily  do  men  learn  that  which  is  evil  ? 
Do  they  need  to  be  taught?  Is  it  not  enough  to  give  them 
licence?  How  juft  is  that  defcription  in  Jeremiah?  They 
are  wise  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge.  I 
am  far  from  denying,  that  men  are  improved  and  forward- 
ed in  fin,  by  inftru&ion  and  example,  as  well  as  in  that 
which  is  good:  but  it  is  plain,  they  are  far  apter  fcholars, 
in  the  firft,  than  in  the  laft;  which  plainly  fliews  they  are 
more  powerfully  difpofed  to  it  by  nature.  Nay,  is  it  not 
evident,  from  the  univerfal  experience  and  teftimony  of 
thofe,  who  aft  from  a  principle  of  Religion;  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult,  with  all  the  care  they  can  take,  to  refill 
the  propenfity  of  nature  to  the  contrary  ?  And  that  in  the 
beft,  it  often  gets  the  fupericrity,  when  they  are  ofT  their 
guard  ?  Is  not  this  an  evidence  of  the  depravity  and  cor- 
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rtipttan  of  human  nature,  and  its  tendency  to  evil  ?  Are 
Pidfc  who  hate  fin,  offeft  overcome  by  it,  and  fhall  thofc 
who  love  it,  prefume  to  fay,  they  are  free  from  it? 

If  any  fhould  afk,  how  I  prove  that  that  courfe  of  aflion 
to  which  human  nature  is  inclined  is  evil,  without  the  af- 
fillance  of  fen pt lire  ?  I  anfwer,  from  reafon ;  and  that 
many  ways — from  us  pernicious  efiofls  on  focieties,  and 
private  perfons;  from  the  tellimony  of  the  world  in  ge- 
neral, when  others  than  themfeh'^s  are  concerned,  and 
from  the  tellimony  of  every  man's  conscience  in  his  own 
pafe.  Who  is  there,  that  does  not  often  feel  in  himfclf,  a 
powerful  tendency  to  what  he  cannot  but  in  his  heart  con- 
demn? Is  not  his  conference  God's  vicegerent  ?  and  doth 
not  natural  religion,  as  well  as  the  religion  of  Ghrift,  de- 
clare him  corrupt?  So  that  I  may  fay  with  the  A  polite 
fan!,  not  citing  the  padageas  a  proof,  but  as  an  iHuff  rati- 
on and  defcription.of  the  charafter,  and  ftate  of  natural 
men,  u  For  when  the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the  law,  do 
u  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law;  thefe  having 
il  not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themfelves,  which  fliew  the 
•*  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  confdenco 
11  alfo  bearing  witnels,  and  their  thoughts,  the  mean  white) 
a  accufing  or  elfe  excufirig  one  another." 

Thus  there  is  as  much  light  remaining  with  us  fmce 
the  fall,  as  to  (hew,  that  we  are  out  of  the  way,  but  not  to 
bring  us  back  to  it  again. 

As  a  ferious  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  wicked  may 
fliew  us  our  natural  impurity,  fo  it  hath  been  long  ago  dis- 
covered, and  confefied  by  many  of  the  ancient  heathens, 
who  never  heard  of  the  name  of  Chrill,  nor  Knew  of  the 
remedy.  Thefe,  difcerning  by  nature,  the  perfeftly  pure 
and  holy  nature  of  God,  and  comparing  it  with  the  difpofi- 
tions  prevalent  in  man,  could  not  reconcile  them  together; 
but  concluded,  that  a  creature  fo  corrupt,  could  not  come 
in  that  condition  out  of  the  hands  of  its  Creatpr.  This; 
difficulty  fome  of  them  endeavored  tp  folve  by  a  (late  of 
pre. exigence;  which  bears  fpme  refemblance  to  the  true 
Solution,  given  of  it  in  the  holy  fcrjpture:  viz.  the  apoftacy 
pf  our  firft  parents;  which  entailed  a  corrupted  nature 
upon  their  pollerity,  in  which  the  light  of  nature  and  rt* 
veiled  truth,  fcerji  ^lmoft  \yhplly  tp  coincide. 
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It  is  to  the  fame  thing  that  I  cannot  help  attributing  the 
praftice,  that  fo  univerfally  prevailed  over,  the  heathen 
vorld,  before  the  coming  of  Chrift,  of  offering  sacrifices y 
to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  the  deity,  fuppofed  to  be  offended. 
That  the  cuftom  of  facrificing  prevailed  very  generally, 
perhaps  univerfally  among  the  heathen  nations,  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from,  and  having  no  correfpondence 
with  each  other,  is  a  certain  and  unqueftionable  faft.  Nei- 
ther do  I  fee  to  what  caufe  we  can  afcribe  it,  unlefs  to  one 
of  thefe  two;  either  an  ancient  tradition,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  and  fpread  with  the  inhabitants  through 
the  feveral  parts  of  it,  as  they  feparated  and  peopled  it ; 
or  to  the  common  condition  of  human  nature,  which  dic- 
tated the  fame  thing  to  perfons  in  fuch  diftant  places. 

If  the  firft  of  thefe  fuppofitions  is  embraced,  which  in- 
deed I  fuppofe  to  be  the  truth,  it  appears  that  facrifices 
were  appointed  by  God  to  man  in  his  fallen  ftate,  for  the 
pardon  of  fin,  and  that  they  had  reference  to  the  great  pro- 
pitiatory facrifice  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs. 

If  we  prefer  the  lad  fuppofition,  it  would  feem  as  if  the 
eonfeioufnefs  of  guilt  had  uniformly  prompted  men  in  all 
ages  and  nations,  to  offer  up  fome  atonement  for  their  of- 
fences. In  both  cafes,  it  equally  ferves  to  prove  the  cor- 
ruption and  finfuhiefs  of  human  nature. 

Now,  as  what  hath  been  faid,  plainly  proves  the  imptu 
rity  of  man  in  his  natural  (late,  fo  his  mifery  and  liable-. 
nefs  to  puniflunent  may  alfo  be  proved;  both  as  a  natu- 
ral confeqnence  of  his  finfulnefs,  and  even  more  plainly 
by  -itfelf.  There  is  not  only  a  confiderable  degree  of  actu- 
al mifery  in  the  world,  but  plain  prefages  of  more  to  fol- 
low it  in  the  world  to  come.  Need  I  take  up  much  time, 
in  enumerating  the  feveral  miferies  and  calamities  inci. 
dent  to  human  life  ?  Are  not  oppreflion  and  injury  from 
one  another,  poverty,  ficknefs,  pain  and  death,  the  plain 
fruits  of  fin,  and  vifible  tokens  of  God's  difpleafure  ?  Man 
with  fome  marks  of  fuperiority  and  excellence  of  nature, 
is  even,  by  means  of  his  fuperiority,  his  knowledge,  and 
foreii^ht  of  his  own  fufferings,  more  miferable,  than  any 
other  of  the  creatures,  that  is  equally  fubjedt  to  the  ftrokc 
pf  death. 
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To  the  whole,  I  fliatl  only  fubjoin  one  confideration 
more,  which  is  applicable  to  both  parts  of  the  argument — 
I  have  often  thought,  that  the  natural  terror  and  feart 
witbwhkb  men  are  passes*  of  the  presence  ofGody  or  any 
remarkable  token  of  his  power,  is  notbittg  else  but  an  in- 
dication of  guilt*  or  an  apprehension  of wrath. 

You  may  fee  fome  incidents  in  fcripture,  from  which 
it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  when  God  makes  any  vifi. 
ble  manifefhtion  of  his  glory,  or  fends  any  of  his  angels 
orminifters  from  heaven  to  earth  ;  thofe  who  are  prefent, 
are  filled  with  the  utmoft  dread  and  terror. 

Thus  in  the  relation  given  of  God's  appearance  upon 
Mount  Sinai,  it  is  faid;  "And  fo  terrible  was  the  fight, 
**  that  Mofes  faid,  I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake/*  See 
another  example,  in  Ifaiah — "  Then  faid  I,  woe  is  me, 
"  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips; 
**  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  Holls.*' 
And  in  the  New  Teftament,  in  the  apoftle  John — "  And 
44  when  I  faw  him,  I  fell  at  bis  feet  as  dead." 

And  is  not  this  always  the  cafe,  in  all  ages,  that  upon 
any  remarkable  appearance  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  other 
world,  or  even  when  any  fuch  thing  is  falfely  apprehend- 
ed, the  inhabitants  of  this  world  are  filled  with  extraordi- 
nary terror  ?  What  is  this  do  you  imagine,  but  confei- 
toufnefs  of  guilt,  and  apprehenfion  of  vengeance  .? 

Innocence  has  no  enemy,  and  it  has  nothing  to  fear, 
We  are  all  in  much  the  fame  cafe  with  Adam,  immedi- 
ately after  his  firft  tranfgreffion  ;  when  he  heard  God's 
voice  in  the  garden,  be  was  afraid*  and  fled%  and  bid 
himself— W^  read  of  no  fuch  fear  poffeffing  him,  while  he 
retained  has  innocence,  but  as  foon  as  he  had  finned,  lie 
began  to  dread  an  avenging  God. 

From  all  this  then,  I  would  conclude,  that  reafon  ac- 
cords with  fcripture,  in  faying,  that  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God:  that  man  in  a  natural 
fftate,  is  wrctehed  and  miserable,  and  poor}  and'  blind  > 
atkl  naked. 
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AN  INDUCEMENT  TO  COME  TO  CHRIST. 

SERMON  24. 


Rev.  iii.  17. 


Because  thou  say  est  lam  richy  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knowest  not  that  thou  art  wretch* 
cd,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind y  and  naked. 


HAVING  in  a  former  difcourfe,  proved,  and  illuf. 
trated  this  truth ;  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature 
in  a  Itate  of  fin  and  mifery,  under  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion, and  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God  : — I  proceed  now  to 
the  second  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  (hew  you,  that 
being  brought  to  a  lively  fenfe  and  genuine  convidlion  of 
this,  is  the  firft,  and  a  neceffary  Hep  to  the  faving  know- 
ledge of  God  in  Chrift. 

On  this,  I  fhall  not  need  to  fpend  much  time,  as  it  is 
fo  exceedingly  plain,  both  in  itfelf,  and  from  what  hath 
been  already  faid — It  is  however  neceflary  to  fet  it  clearly 
before  you,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fubjeft. 

If  tfae  dodlrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  him  crucified,  proceeds 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  our  finful  and  miferable  condition 
by  nature  ;  then  furely,  it  can  neither  be  valued,  embra- 
ced, nor  improved ;  and  indeed,  I  think  hardly  undcr- 
ftood,  by  thofe  who  know  not  this  their  natural  ftate. 
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What  Chrift  hath  done,  and  promifes  to  do  in  our  behalf, 
is  defigned  as  a  remedy  for  our  diftrefied  condition  ;  and 
therefore,  till  the  diftrefs  \&  known,  the  remedy  will  lie 
fet  at  nought.  If  a  phyfician  ihoukl  offer  his  care  and  ikill 
for  the  recovery  of  a  man,  who  eflcemed  himfelf  in  per£e£l 
health,  would  he  riot  deride  the  propofal,  fc  long  as  lie 
continued  in  that  opinion?  If  any  man  ihoukl  offer  a 
charitable  fupply  of  clothes  and  food,  to  one  who  imagi- 
ned himfelf  iinmenfely  rich,  and  gloried  in  his  riches ; 
would  he  not  look  upon  it  as  the  grofleli  intuit  I 

Jufl  fo  is  the  gofpel  treated,  by  all  fuch  as  fee  not  the 
mifery.     What  is  the  fubilance  of  the  gofpel  ?     *  To  y< 

*  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice   is  to  the  fons  of  men# 

*  Behold  [     1  preach  to  you  Chrifl  crucified,  a  Saviour 

*  fuited  to  your  ncceflities,  able  to  fave  to  the  utter  moil 
4  all  that  come  to  God  through  him-     He  is  well  fitted  to 

*  be  a  mediator,  between   you  and  your  offended  Maker. 

*  He  hath  offered  himfelf  up,  a  Jacrifice  to  the  juliice  of 
4  God  for  your  fins,  by  the  merit  of  which,  you  may 
'  faved  from  deferved  and  impending  ruin.     He  offcrr 

*  himfelf  as  a  guide,  todireft  your  feet  in  the  way  of  peac 
* — to  fland  by  you  in  the  difficulties   and  dangers 
'  which  you  are  ex  poled,  and  to  give  you  by  his  com- 

*  municated  flrength,  a  complete  victory  over  all  your 
4  enemies.' 

What  reply  doth  the  unconvinced  finner  jnake  to  alt 
this?  Why  he  faith,  c  I  know  nothing  of  this  mifery  yptf- 
4  fuppofe,  wherefore  then  a  Saviour  ?  I  fee  no  fin,  what 
«  neceflity  then,  for  an  atonement  ?  I  fear  no  wrath,** 
4  therefore  will  feek  for  no  Interceffor.  My  eyes  are  open, 
4  therefore  I  will  have  no  guide.  I  know  of  no  enemies,. 
4  and  therefore,  will  not  enter  into  contention  with  a  fha- 
4  dow,  or  flee  when  no  man  purfueth.* 

Thefe,  my  brethren,  are  either  diredtly,  or  implicitly, 
the  thoughts  of  men,  in  a  fecure  and  unconvinced  ftate ; 
and  while  they  are  fo,  they  can  fee  no  form  nor  comelinefs 
in  the  Saviour,  nor  any  beauty,  that  they  ftiould  defire, 
him. 

It  is  otherwife  with  the  broken  m  fpirit.  He  fees  hi& 
own  vilenefs  and  umvorthinefs,  and  therefore  cannot 
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Uft  ha  eyes  to  God,  but  through  the  atoning  Wood  of 
Chrift.  He  fears  the  avenger  of  Mood,  and  therefore  flees 
to  the  city  of  refuge — The  meflage  of  the  gofpel  is  to 
Mm  indeed  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  and  he  counts  k  a 
ferthful  faying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation. 

The  juflice  of  this  representation  you  may  fee,  from 
♦hat  our  Saviour  himfelf  fays  of  the  end  of  his  coming, 
u  They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that 

*  are  fick  :  But  go  ye  and  learn  what  that  meaneth,  I  will 
u  have  mercy  and  not  faerifice ;  for  f  am  not  come  to  call 

*  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance." 

*  See  alfo  the  terms  of  his  invitation.     "  Come  unto  me 

*  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden>  and  I  will  give 
«  yea-reft." 

-  Appetite,  and  knowledge  of  neceflity,  is  firfl  required, 
6r  fupppfed,  to  the  bellowing  of  Gofpel  bleflings — •■  Ho ! 
a  every  one  that  thirtieth,  come  ye  to  the  waters." 

I  ftiall  only  add,  that  we  find  by  the  inllances  recorded 
in  fciipture,  of  fuch  as  were  converted  by  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel;  that  their  converfion  took  its  rife  from 
c&nvi&ion  of  fin — "  Now  when  they  heard  this,  they  were 

*  pricked  in  their  hearts,  and  faid  unto  Peter,  and  to  the 
u  reft  of  the  apoftles,  men  and  brethren,  what  {hall  we 
H  do  ?"  See  alfo  the  inftance  of  the  jailor — u  Then  he 
u  called  for  a  light,  and  fprang  in,  and  came  trembling, 
u  and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas  :  And  brought  them 
a  out,  and  faid  firs,  what  muft  I  do  to  be  faved  r" 

Repentance  unto  life,  and  the  return  of  the  finner  to 
God,  proceeds  from  the  fame  caufe,  in  every  age.  Who 
afe  the  perfons  who  believingly  apply  to  ChrHt  for  the 
pardon  of  their  fins,  but  thofe  who  fee  they  are  undone 
wkhout  him  ?  Who  are  the  perfons  in  whofe  eyes  he  is 
moft  precious,  and  who  maintain  the  moft  habitual  de- 
pendance  upon  him  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  have  been 
moft  effectually  humbled,  and  fee  their  own  infufficiency 
for  any  thing  that  is  good  ? 

From  all  this  I  conclude,  that  none  can  come  to  Chrift 
by  faith,  but  thofe  who  fee  themfelves  to  be  wretched, 
and  miserable,  and  blind,  and  naked. 

Vol.  II.  Y 
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Let  us  now  trtake  fome  improvement,  of  what  hath 
been  faid  upon  this  fubjett,  for  your  inftruftlon  and  di- 
rection. 

x.  1  would  improve  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft, 
for  difcovering  the  danger  of  many  among  us,  who  have 
never  yet  been  brought  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  charaQer 
and  Rate,  Even  the  general  belief,  that  fuch  often  have 
in  the  fcriptures,  may  fhew  them  what  they  have  to  fear, 
I  might  no  doubt  fir  ft  of  all  obferve,  how  very  guilty  and 
miferable  thofe  are,  who  are  moft  notorious  for  fins,  of  the 
groffefl  and  moll  ihameful  kind.  But  my  fubjeft  leads 
me  more  directly  to  confider,  who  are  in  general,  unre- 
newed, than  to  mark  the  feveral  degrees  of  guilt  in  parti- 
cular finners.  From  the  text  therefore,  and  the  illuflra- 
tton  of  it,  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  and/itf- 
seeeh  you  to  hear  it  with  application  ;  that  all  fuch  as  were 
never  brought  to  a  real  difcovery,  and  inward  fenfe  of 
their  miferable  condition  by  nature,  are  dill  in  a  Hate  of 
wrath,  and  iirangers  to  the  power  of  religion,  whatever 
may  be  their  profefiion,  and  whatever  may  be  their  pre- 
fent  peace-  Oh  !  how  taly  is  it,  to  lay  afleep  a  natural 
eonfcience,  and  to  keep  a  deceitful  corrupt  heart  in  a 
ftateof  eafe  and  fecurity  ?  Some  formality  in  outward  du- 
ty, fome  moderation  in  fin,  fo  to  fpeak,  the  natural  de- 
cay and  weaknefs  of  human  paflions,  or  youthful  lulls, 
in  a  charadter  formed  by  human  prudence,  and  regula- 
ted by  health,  credit  or  gain,  is  often  made  to  fupply  the 
place  of  a  heart  renewed  by  the  fpirit  and  grace  of  God. 
But  confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  though  fome  may  be  • 
ten-fold  more  the  children  of  the  devil  than  others,  yet 
all  by  nature,  are  the  fervants  of  fin  ;  and  "  except  a  man 
"  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."-*- 
It  is  not  only  fuch  as  are  profane,  or  unclean ;  fuch  as 
riot  in  brutilh  fenfuality  ;  fuch  as  are  the  plagues  of  hu- 
man fociety  ;  who  live  in  brawls  and  contention ;  but  all, 
in  whom  an  eflcntial  change  has  never  been  wrought, 
that  are  thus  concluded  under  condemnation. 

'  It  is  ufual  for  men  to  take  encouragement,  from  feeing 
others  worfe  than  themfelves;  and  to  confider  all  the 
threatenings  in  fcripture,  as  levelled  againft  the  chief  and 
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capital  offenders ;  but  my  text  is  chiefly  direfted  to  fuch 
as  lay  they  are  "  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods."  Can 
you  fay  then,  my  brethren,  that  you  have  been  brought 
under  genuine  convictions  of  fin  ?  Have  you  been  obli- 
ged to  fall  down  proftrate  before  God,  when  fitting  upon 
the  throne  of  his  holinefs  ?  Have  you  found  the  Sentence 
of  death  in  yourfelves,  and  difcovered  no  remedy  but  in 
Chrift  ?  If  this  has  never  been  your  cafe,  you  have  reafon 
to  fear,  that  you  are  yet  u  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in 
44  the  bond  of  iniquity." 

But  I  mull  tell  you  alfo,  that  this  is  matter  of  feeling 
more  than  of  profeffion.  It  is  not  enough  to  fpeak  ho- 
norably  of  Chrift,  or  of  his  works.  Many  do  fo,  who  ne- 
ver felt  their  neceflity,  or  ferioufly  and  in  good  earned 
applied  to  him.  It  were  a  happy  thing,  if  all  among  our 
hearers,  who  call  for  evangelical  preaching,  who  quarrel 
with  us  when  they  think  we  do  not  preach  the  Saviour's 
crofs — the  loll  ftate  of  man,  and  the  doCtrine  of  free  grace, 
were  experimentally  acquainted  with  thefe  truths.  Many 
fuch  have  only  been  accuftomed  to  hear  the  Redeemer 
fpoken  of  with  reverence.  They  may  be  able  to  imitate 
the  language  of  fome  of  his  fervants,  though  they  know 
very  little  of  that  brokennefs  offpirit,  which  accompanies 
true  repentance. 

But  left  this  fhould  be  in  any  meafure  miftaken,  I  muft 
make  thefe  two  obfervations — the  first  is,  that  a  lively 
fenfe  and  deep  convidtion  of  fin,  is,  properly  fpeaking, 
but  a  negative  mark  of  true  religion  ;  giving  us  to  know, 
that  the  unhumbled  are  yet  impenitent.  For  it  is  certain, 
that  many  have  been  under  very  ftrong  convictions,  nay, 
have  been  driven  to  the  very  borders  of  defpair  with  ter- 
ror, who  yet  never  were  effectually  changed,  but  ftifled 
their  convictions,  and  returned  to  their  former  fecurity  of 
heart,  and  carelefsnefs  of  life. 

Secondly,  there  may  be  fome  on  the  other  hand,  who 
are  truly  born  of  God,  in  whom  the  terrors  of  conviction 
have  not  been  very  remarkable.  This  happens  moft  fre- 
quently in  the  cafe  of  thofe,  who  are  called  in  their  infan. 
cy,  or  earlier  years,  and  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  a 
careful,  and  pious  education*     It  would  be  deftru&ive  of 
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the  comforts  of  God's  children  to  lay  down  me  method*  in 
which  he  always  proceeds.  He  is  free  andfovereign,  in 
the  manner  of  his  dealing -with  tinners  ;  and  foftem  fame 
hearts  by  kind  nefs,  as  Well  as  others  by  correction.  So 
that  if  the  end  be  brought  about,  we  need  be  tefs  felicitous 
about  the  Heps  of  his  procedure.  Yet  I  think  humility  of 
fpirit  ?fl  inleparable  from  real  religion ;  and  if  it  be  lef* 
vifihle  in  the  anguifh  of  repentance,  it  will  be  ftill  manu 
icft  in  the  temper  of  the  penitent 

II.  Let  me  now,  for  tli3  improvement  of  this  ftilijc< 
Uy  down  a  few  of  the  beft  and  moll  folid  evidences  of 
Duilitf  conviction  of  fin.     And, 

i-  ft  is  a  good  fign  that  conviction  is  genuine,  whe 
there  is  a  clear  and  deep  apprehenfmn  of  the  t'Vtt  of  fiu, 
us  well  as  the  danger  of  it*  When  J  he  mind  turd  Is  not 
only  on  the  atrocity  of  particular  crimes,  but  on  the  ag- 
gravation of  all  fin,  as  fuch:  When  the  .inner  is  truly 
e&tttied  with  himlelf,  for  departing  from  his  Maker's  fer- 
vice,  breaking  his  holy  laws;  forgetting  or  defpifing  his 
innumerable  mercies.  There  may  be,  and  there  is  c: 
an  apprehetifion  of  differing  when  there  is  little  fenfe  of 
the  evil  ol  fin  :  but  the  convicVion  is  then  genuine,  when 
it  makes  the  finner  not  only  remember  what  he  ha?  .done, 
but  cdnfess  what  be  bas  deserved. 

2.  It  is  a  good  evidence,  when  the  fenfe  of  the  evil  tf 
fin  abides  and  grows,  even  though  the  fear  of  wrath  ma|r 
in  a  great  meafure  have  abated.  • 

It  is  oWervable,  that  conviction  of-fio  ufually  takes  to 
rife  from  foftie  grofg  or  heinous  acts,  which  firft  alarm  the 
conicience,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  the  attention  of  the  pe- 
nitent is  fixed  on  nothing  eife  but  the  enormities  of  hi$ 
life.  If  this  view  continue?,  and  produces  it§  efiefts,  he 
is  foon  brought  to  fee  and  confefs  the  inherent  vanity  ttf 
his  heart;  fhe  worlelMneJs  ol :  his  affe&ions  ;  and  the  tin- 
profitablenef6  of  his  cCnver/ation.  It  is  a  very  common 
thing  for  perfons  who  fcem  to  have  feme  fepfe  of  the  coro- 
jniflion  oi  crimes,  to  bave  little  or  no  fenfe  at  *H  of  ibe 
neglect  of  duty,  and  of  Jiving  daily  to  them fci vets.  Ijt 
Was  a  heavy  charge,  however,  brought    by  the  prophat 
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againft  Belfliazzar :  "  And  the  God  in  whofe  hand  thy 
44  breath  is,  and  whofe  are  all  thy  ways,  haft  thou  not  glo. 
*4  rifled."  Wherever  there  is  true  repentance,  though 
there  may  be  the  greateft  peace  of  mind,  there  will  be  aU 
fo  a  deep  and  growing  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the 
obligation  of  being  habitually  devoted  to  God. 

3.  It  is  a  good  evidence,  when  there  is  a  continued 
and  growing  efteem  of  the  neceflity  and  value  of  the  me* 
diation  of  Chrift.  It  was  to  fave  fmners  that  he  came* 
A  fenfe  of  fin  is  neceflary  to  our  receiving  him  ;  and  in 
proportion  to  its  (Irength  will  certainly  be  our  attachment 
to  him.  This  indeed,  is  the  great  and  vital  principle  of 
the  fpiritual  life — u  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift,  neverthe* 
"  lefs  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me :  and  the 
"  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flefti,  I  live  by  the  faith  of 
11  the  Son  of  God ;  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  to 
*  die  for  me." 

4.  The  beft  and  iureft  mark  of  real  convidlion  of  fin, 
is,  if  it  leaves  you  poffeffed  of  a  deep  hatred  and  abhor* 
rence  of  it,  and  a  daily  folicitude  to  fly  from  it.  Some 
may  counterfeit  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  to  their  own 
hearts;  may  have  a  real  fear  of  its  bitter  confequences } 
and  even  a  prefumptuous  reliance  on  Chrift  for  pardon  ; 
and  yet  may,  in  fome  inftances,  adhere  to  the  pra&ice 
of  it. 

Floods  of  tears  from  fuch  a  perfon,  avail  nothing  :  but 
he  bath  certainly  truly  forrowed  for  fin,  who  in  his  prac- 
tice forfakes  it ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  is  not  willingly  fubjeft 
to  any  known  fin — but  fays  with  Elihu,  44  That  which  I 
>'  fee  not  teach  thou  me :  If  1  have  done  iniquity,  I  will 
P  do  np  more." 

III.  Let  me  befeech  all  ferious  perfons,  to  improve  this 
fubjeft  for  the  trial  of  their  ftate.  Examine,  by  the  prin- 
ciples above  laid  down,  the  reality,  and  the  progrefe  of  re- 
ligion iu  your  fouls.  Have  you  a  growing  fenfe  of  the  evil 
of  fin,  and  of  your  own  unworthineCs? — This  is  at  once 
an  evidence,  and  a  mean  of  growth  in  grace.  He  that 
thinks  lead  of  himfelf  is  highelt  in  God's  account;  and  the 
more  a  believer  increafes  in  holinefs  and  real  worth,  the 


IM 


,  An  Inducement  to  come  to  Cbrht. 


more  he  increafes  in  humility.  As  it  is  an  evidence,  it  is 
alio  a  mean,  of  further  improvement ;  for  he  that  hath  the 
deepeft  fenfe  of  his  unworthinefs  and  weaknefs,  will  cer- 
tainly live  moft  by  faith  on  the  merit  and  grace  of  his 
Redeemer, 

Therefore,  Chriftians,  try  yourfelves  by  this  important 
.  Whether  do  you,  by  religious  duties,  build  your- 
es  up  on  felf-righteoufnefs,  or  do  you  only  learn  by 
them,  how  far  you  fall  fhort  of  what  is  incumbent  on  you  ? 
What  innumerable  evils  compafs  you  about  ?  and  there- 
fore how  much  you  have  need  of  mercy  inftead  of  reward? 
Do  you  look  upon  the  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  you 
have  done,  as  fomethlng,  by  which  you  merit  at  the  hand 
of  God;  or  do  you  look  upon  them,  as  the  evideme  of  his 
own  work  in  you,  and  for  you,  and  give  him  the  glory, 
to  whom  it  is  due  ? 


IV.  I  fhall  now  conclude  the  whole,  with  a  few  direc- 
tions for  producing  and  preferring  this  profitable  fenfe  and 
conviftion  of  fin.      And, 

i.  Let  me  beg  of  every  hearer,  the  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  himfelf  and  his  ways.  Many  have  no  fenfe  of 
their  finfulnefs,  becaufe  they  have  no  knowledge  of  them- 
felves  at  all ;  but  go  through  the  world  in  uninterrupted 
thoughtlefTnefs  and  unconcern.  Is  there  any  thing  of 
greater,  moment  than  the  ftate  of  your  minds,  and  your 
hope  towards  God?  Inattention  is  perhaps  a  more  uni- 
verfal  caufe  of  impiety,  than  high  handed  and  obftinate 
profanity.  Would  you  but  ferioufly  confider  your  ways, 
and  lay  to  heart  the  things  that  belong  to  your  peace,  I 
would  count  it  a  hopeful  circumftance ;  and  expedt,  you 
would  fpeedily  fee  your  danger,  and  God  in  his  mercy 
would  lead  you  to  the  cure. 

2.  Give  yourfelves  much  to  reading,  and  hearing  the 
word  of  God,  The  entrance  of  his  word  giveth  light. — 
It  is  profitable  for  do&rine,  for  reproof,  and  correction  : 
but  it  is  particularly  neceflary  for  conviction  ;  for  by  the 
law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  What  wonder,  if  thofe  who 
never  open  a  bible,  and  feldom  enter  into  the  houfe  of 
God,  fhould  be  ignorant  of  their  guilt  and  mifery  ?     The 
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word  of  God  (hews  his  right  in  you,  pleads  his  caufe,  and 
challenges  your  apoftafy.  It  is  exceedingly  rare  that  thoft 
who  have  fairly  turned  their  backs  upon  God's  inflituted 
worfhip,  are  difturbed  in  their  fecurity  ;  but  are  fuffered 
to  fleep  on  till  they  fleep  the  fleep  of  death.  But  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  thofe  who  attend  ordinances,  even 
from  no  higher  principle  than  curiofity,  cuftom,  or  form, 
find  that  the  word  of  God  is  afire  and  hammer^  that  break* 
eth  the  rock  in  pieces  :  u  that  it  is  quick  and  powerful, 
44  fharper  than  any  two  edged  fword,  piercing,  even  to 
44  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  joints  and 
44  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents 
44  of  the  heart." 

3.  In  the  laft  place.  Let  me  befeech  you,  often  to  feat 
yourfelves  in  the  immediate  prefence  of  God,  or  rather, 
frequently  to  recolleft,  that  you  can  no  where  go  from  his 
fpirit,  or  fly  from  his  prefence.  There  is,  if  I  may  fpeak 
fo,  a  light  and  glory  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  difcerns, 
and  difclofes  the  works  of  darknefs.  We  may  often  ex- 
cufe,  or  palliate  our  condudt  to  men,  and  even  hide  its  de- 
formity from  our  own  view,  when  we  could  not  juftify  it 
to  ourfelves,  if  we  reflected,  that  "  it  is  open  and  manifeft, 
44  in  the  fight  of  God." — If  therefore  there  is  any  thing  in 
your  practice,  which  you  are  inclined  to  palliate,  and  apt 
to  excufe — fuppofe  you  were  Handing  at  the  judgment 
feat  of  Chrift,  where  all  of  us  (hall  fhortly  be;  and  think, 
whether  your  excufes  will  then  ftand  the  teft  of  his  impar- 
tial fearch. 

44  If  our  hearts  condemn  us  not,  God  is  greater  than  our 
44  hearts,  and  knoweth  all  things."  It  is  therefore  the 
duty  and  intereft  of  every  fmner,  to  take  fhame  and  con- 
fufion  of  face  to  himfelf,  and  apply  to  the  "blood  of 
44  fprinkling,  which  fpcaketh  better  things,  than  the  blood 
44  of  Abel." 


1 


t    '77    3 


*>-/\^nA* 


TRUST    IN    GOD. 

SERMON   25, 


ISAIAH  1.  10. 

Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  tht 
voice  oj  his  servant,  that  walketh  in  darkness^  and  hath  no 
light  ?  let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon 
his  God. 

IT  is  faid  of  every  real  believer,  that  he  walks  by  faith 
and  not  by  fight.  If  this  is  true  it  will  follow,  that 
his  faith  mufl  be  expofed  to  a  variety  of  trials,  while  he 
continues  in  a  world  of  fenfe.  Thefe  trials  arife  from 
the  ftate  of  his  own  mind — from  his  outward  condition— 
from  the  ftate  of  the  world  with  which  he  (lands  conneft- 
td — and  from  the  mutual  influence  of  all  thefe,  ode  upon 
Another.  From  this  fituation  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  there 
ire  few  duties,  for  the  exefcife  of  which  a  good  man  will 
liave  greater  or  more  frequent  occafion  than  that  of  truft 
and  reliance  upon  God.  Truft  is  the  duty  and  the  refuge 
fcf  the  needy — of  the  dependant — of  the  weak — of  the 
timorous,  and  the  diflrefled.  How  many  are  included 
under  one  or  more  of  thefe  characters;  or  rather,  who  is  . 
it  that  can  fay  he  is  altogether  excluded  ? 

Agreeably  to  this,  we  need  but  open  the  facred  volume, 
to  perceive  how  frequent  the  exhortations  are  to  truft  in 
God,  and  how  many  views  are  given  us  of  his  power, 
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wifdom,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs,  to  encourage  ns  to  an 
tinihaken  reliance*  At  ihe  fame  time,  1  am  lorry  to  fay, 
that  there  are  few  duties  which  are  more  imperfectly  un- 
derflow! by  many  proftffing  Chrifltans.  Even  pious  per- 
fonc  often  fin  both  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  that 
is  to  fay,  both  by  diffidence  and  preemption.  I  have, 
therefore,  laid  hold  ot  this  opportunity,  and  made  choice 
©f  this  pafTage  of  fcripture,  in  order  to  open  and  illuftrate 
a  little  this  important  duty  of  a  fervant  of  God.  How 
feafonable  it  is  you  will  eafily  perceive,  for  in  the  facra- 
rnentof  the  Lord's  Supper  we  have  fct  before  us  Chrift 
Jefus  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God — the  great  pledge  of  his 
love,  and  the  great  foundation  of  our  reliance  upon  him, 
not  only  for  his  faving  mercy  in  general,  but  ior  every 
neceflary  bleffing  in  our  way  to  eternal  reft. 

This  paffajjc  of  fcripture  is  alfo  well  fuited  to  the  fub* 
je£t.  It  was  fpoken  to  the  Jews  in  a  lax  and  diflblute  age, 
when  many  had  turned  their  backs  upon  the  fervice  of 
God — had  deferted  his  ordinnnces  and  del  pi  fed  tits  fer- 
Mtltt*  which  is  always  an  occafion  both  of  affliction  and 
temptation  to  his  own  children.  This  appears  from  the 
firfl  words  of  the  chapter*  u  For  thus  faith  the  Lord, 
44  where  is  the  bill  of  your  mother's  divorcement,  whom  I 
44  have  put  away  ?  And  which  of  my  creditors  is  it  to 
c<  whom  1  have  fold  you  ?  Behold,  for  your  iniquities 
"you  have  fold  yourfelves,  and  for  your  tranfgreflions  is 
44  your  mother  put  away.'''  As  alfo  from  the  3d  and  4th 
verfes.  ••  I  clothe  the  heavens  with  blacknefs,  and  I  make 
44  fackcloth  their  covering.  The  Lord  God  hath  given 
44  me  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I  fhould  know  how 
44  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary." 

In  difcourfing  further  on  this  fubjett,  it  is  propofed, 
through  the  affidance  of  divine  grace, 

I.  To  open  a  little  the  charafter  and  Hate  of  thofe  who 
are  called  upon  and  exhorted  to  truft  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

II.  To  explain  the  duty  of  truft,  and  point  out  the 
foundation  of  it. 
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III.  To  apply  the  fubjeft  for  your  inltru&ion  and  com- 
fort. 

In  the  Firft  place  then,  I  am  to  open  a  little  the  cha- 
racter and  (late  of  thofe  who  are  here  called  upon  and  eg- 
horted  to  trull  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Their  defcription  is  as  follows:  u  Wha  is  among  you 
"  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fer- 
44  vant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light  ?  lot 
u  him  trull  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  Itay  himfelf 
11  upon  his  God."     It  will  help  us  to  enter  into  the  fpirit 
and  meaning  of  the  prophet's  words,  if  we  keep  in  view 
the  (late  of  the  Jevvifh  church,  hinted  at  a  little  while  ago. 
41  Who  is  among  you;"  that  is,  if  there  is  one  or  more-«- 
if  there  is  a  fmall  fcledl  number  in  the  midft  of  general 
corruption  and  depravity,  who  have  kept  their  garments 
unpolluted,  though  iniquity   abounds,    and  the  love  of 
many  waxcth  cold.     "  That  feareth  the  Lord  ?  "     You 
know  it  is  common  in  fcripture  to  defcribe  religion  in  ge- 
neral by  fome  particular  leading  branch  of  it.    The  fear  of 
God  is  often  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  as  in  that  paf- 
(age,  there  (hall  be  no  want  to  them  that/ear  him.     It 
may,  therefore,  fi^nify  thofe  who  have  a  fincere  and  un- 
feigned regard  to  the  commandments  of  God,  and  have 
chofen  him  as  their  portion  and  hope.     Thofe  who  de- 
lire  and  deferve  to  be  dillinguilhed  from  the  profane  de- 
fpifer — the  fecure  formalill,  or  the  difguifed  hypocrite. 
Thofe,  in  a  word,  who  are,  and  who  defire  to  appear  to 
ufe  the  ltrong  language  of  fcripture  upon  the  Lord's  fide 
in  every  druggie,  and  who  refolve  with  Jolhua,  that  what- 
ever others  do,  for  their  part  they  will  ferve  the  Lord. 

But  I  cannot  help  thinking,  we  may  alfo,  with  great 
fafety,  explain  the  words  in  a  clofer  and  drifter  fenfe,  and 
fuppofe,  that  by  fearing  the  Lord  is.  to  be  underflood  a  due 
reverence  for  his  infinite  majefty,  a  humble  veneration 
for  his  facred  authority.  This  is  a  moll  excellent  fence 
or  guard  to  the  confcience  in  an  evil  time,  and  a  noble 
prefervative  from  the  fpreading  infeflion  and  infinuating 
poifon  of  prevailing  or  fafhionable  fins.  It  is  alfo  the  ufu- 
al  character  of  a  diflblute  age  to  have  call  off  fear;  to  treat 
the  mod  facred  things  with  fcorn,  and  to  look  upon  that 
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wly  foiicitude  to  avoid  fin,  which  appears  in  the  carriage 
and  language  of  a  child  of  God,  as  a  mark  of  meannefs 
or  weaknefs  of  mind.  In  fuch  an  age,  one  who  fears 
God  is  well  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Ifaiali.  "But  to 
44  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a 
*  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word." 

The  next  part  of  the  character  is,  "and  obeyeth  the 
"  Toiee  of  his  fervant ;"  that  is  to  fay,  is  willing  to  heark- 
en to  the  meflage  of  God,  by  the  mouth  of  his  fervanfs. 
The  words  of  the  text,  no  doubt,  may  be  confidered  as 
primarily  referring  to  the  infpired  prophets,  who  bore  an 
immediate  commiffion,  miracufoufly  attefted,  from  God. 

Ianj%  even  of  thefe,  were  fet  at  nought,  their  meflage  de- 
rided, and  their  perfcns  infdted,  when  they  attempted  to 
fiem  the  tide  of  prevailing  vice,  or  boldly  denounced  the 
divine  vengeance  againft  high-handed  fmners.  But  the 
fincerely  pious  obeyed  their  voice.  I  fl)alt  make  no  fern* 
pie  to  apply  this  to  ourfelves,  and  the  prefent  age.  Our 
Weflcd  Redeemer  hath  eftablifhed  in  his  church  a /landing 
mini  ft  ry,  and  the  regular  adminillration  of  ordinances* 
And  though  we  have  this  treafure  in  earthen  veflels,  yet 
in  no  other  way  doth  he  now  communicate  his  will,  and 
vouchiafe  his  preience  to  his  people,  but  by  the  reading 
and  hearing  of  his  word,  and  attendance  upon  his  inflitu- 
ted  worfhip.  It  will,  no  doubt,  therefore,  be  a  part  of  the 
ptiarafter  of  a  good  man,  that  he  will  love  the  ordinances, 
and  obey  the  voice  of  the  fervants  of  God,  that  he  will 
iconfider  him  who  hath  lent  them,  and  receive  inftru&ion, 
mot  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  it  is  in  deed  and  in  truth, 
the  word  of  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  iniquity  prevails,  when  irre- 
ligion  and  profanenefs  lift  up  their  heads,  one  of  the  moft 
ufual  concomitants,  and  one  of  the  furefl  proofs  of  it,  is  a. 
neglect  of  ordinances,  and  contempt  of  thofe  who  are  con- 
cerned in  their  adminiffration :  how  far  this  is  at  prefent 
fhe  cafe,  I  leave  to  yourfelves  to  judge.  While  I  fpeak 
ibis,  my  brethren,  I  do  by  no  means  defire  to  fee  an  igno- 
rant people  diftrafted  by  the  gloomy  terrors  of  fuperftiti- 
pn,  or  led  blindfold  by  the  enchanted  cord  of  implicit 
faith.     But  fure  I  am,  there  is  an  extreme  on  either  hand, 


Trust  in  God.  \%t 

jmd  tbofe  who  truly  fear  the  Lord,  will  honor  the  perfons,  * 
and  obey  the  voice  of  fuch  as  plead  his  caufe  and  fpeak  in 
his  name.  You  may  reft  afliired,  that  though  they  neither 
deferve  nor  claim  any  authority  on  their  own  account,  yet 
k  long  as  they  ftand  in  the  divine  counfels,  and  fpeak  the 
divine  word,  their  meflage  will  be  attended  with  this  awful 
fandtion,  4<  He  that  defpifeth  you,  defpifeth  me,  and  he 
*4  that  defpifeth  me  defpifeth  him  that  fent  me." 

The  laft  part  of  the  character  here  drawn,  which  lays  the 
foundation  for  the  fubfequent  direction  is,  "  that  walketh 
**  in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light/'  Darknefs  and  light, 
befides  theif  literal,  have  often  a  metaphorical  fenfe  in 
fcripture.  They  are,  indeed,  ufed  with  a  good  deal  of 
latitude  and  variety.  But  I  think  their  metaphorical  fig- 
nification  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  two  general  heads. 

i.  Sometimes  light  fignifies  knowledge,  and  darkneft 
fignifies  ignorance — as  in  Eph.  v.  8.  "  Ye  were  fometimes 
44  darknefs,  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord,  walk  as 
44  children  of  light."  Afts  xxvi.  18.  "  To  turn  them 
44  from  darknefs  unto  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
44  unto  God.''  Job  xxxvii.  19.  u  Teach  us  what  we  fhall 
44  fay  unto  him,  for  we  cannot  order  our  fpeech  by  reafon 
44  of  darknefs." 

2.  Sometimes  darknefs  fignifies  diftrefs  or  trouble,  and 
the  correfpondent  fignification  of  light  is  deliverance  and 
joy,  as  2  Sam.  xxii,  28,  29.  u  And  the  affli&ed  people 
44  thou  wilt  fave,  but  thine  eyes  are  upon  the  haughty,  that 
44  thou  may  eft  bring  them  down,  for  thou  art  my  lamp, 
44  O  Lord,  and  the  Lord  will  lighten  my  darknefs."  Job 
xix.  8.  u  He  hath  fenced  up  my  way  that  I  cannot  pafs ; 
44  he  hath  put  darknefs  in  my  paths."  Pfalm  xcvii.  11. 
44  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the 
41  upright  in  heart."  Efther  viii.  16.  "  And  the  Jews  had 
44  light,  and  gladnefs,  and  joy  and  honor." 

None  of  thefe  fenfes  is  to  be  excluded  in  the  paflage  be- 
fore us.  Believers  may  walk  in  darknefs,  when  ignorant 
or  uncertain  as  ttfwhat  nearly  concerns  them,  as  well  as 
under  diftrefs  and  trouble.  They  have  alfo  a  mutual  in- 
fluence upon,  produce,  and  are  produced  by,  one  another. 
For  illuftrating  this  a  little  more  particularly,  obferve^ 
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that  a  goo  1  man  may  walk  in  darknefs*  I.  When  he  is 
in  doubt  of  uncer:ah;ty  as  to  his  interefl  in  the  divine  for 
vor.  2,  When  he  is  under  die  prefTure  of  outward  cala- 
mity. 3,  When  the  Rate  of  the  church  is  fuch,  that  he 
cannot  un  kriland  or  explain,  in  a  fatisfying  manner,  the 
courfeof  divine  providence.  Thefe  particulars  I  have  it 
not  in  view  to  enlarge  much  upon,  hut  only  to  explain 
them  fo  far  as  is  necefia  y  to  lay  a  foundation  for  what  ihali 
be  afterwards  offered  on  the  duty  to  truft  in  God- 

1.  Then;,  a  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs  when  he 
is  in  doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  his  intereft  in  the  divine 
fever*  I  apprehend  that  fome  meafure  of  hope  in  God's 
mercy  is  eflential  to  true  piety,  and  not  only  tlie  right,  but 
the  poGeffion  of  every  child  of  God*  Faith  and  defpair 
are  beyond  all  queflion  inconfiflent.  Faith  and  hope  are 
infe  parable.  Yet  certainly  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth 
may  be  fometimes  involved  in  great  perplexity  and  doubt. 
This  is  plain  from  fcripture  examples,  from  daily  experi- 
ence, and  from  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the  tiling.  How 
violent  a  ftruggle  do  we  often  find  the  Pfalmill  David  in, 
between  hope  and  fear?  "O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft 
"  down  in  me ;  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  trom  the 
"  land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill 
**  Mizar."  How  many  do  we  fee  every  day  under  a  fpirit 
of  bondage,  who,  though  they  ftili  cleave  to  God  as  their 
portion,  yet  are  often  full  of  fears,  and  feldom  dare  confi- 
dently affirm  their  interefl;  in,  or  relation  to  him.  And 
indeed  how  can  it  be  othervvife  ?  While  we  are  here,  our 
falsification  is  but  imperfedt  ;  and  alas  !  with  regard  to 
many,  it  is  often  hard  to  determine,  whether  we  fliould 
not  write  upon  it,  mene  tekel,  as  effentially  defective. 

Sin  feparates  between  God  and  his  people,  and  caufes 
him  to  hide  his  face  from  them.  Nay,  fometimes,  though 
there  be  no  particular  or  provoking  crime,  as  the  caufe  of 
his  controverly  wkh  them,  he  may  withdraw  from  them 
the  light  of  his  countenance,  to  exercife  their  vigilance*  or 
to  try  theif  patience.  I  know,  my  brethren,  that  the  dif- 
trefsof  ferious  fouls,  when  mourning  after  an  abfent  or  an 
angry  God,  crying  to  him  in  lecret,  and  following  hard 
after  frim  in  his  ordinances,  is  by  man v  treated  u  ith  the 
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highcft  degree  of  contempt  But  furely,  if  peace  of  mind 
from  a  well-founded  hope  of  the  divine  favor,  is  the  great- 
eft  of  all  prefent  bleffings :  and  if  this,  from  the  variable** 
nefs  of  our  own  conduct,  is  fometimes  more,  fometimes 
lefs  ftrong,  and  fometimes  wholly  fufpended :  when  this  . 
lall  is  the  cafe,  it  mud  occafion  incxpreffible  concern,  and 
there  can  be  no  greater  evidence  of  irreligion  and  impiety, 
than  to  call  it  in  quedion. 

2.  A  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs  when  under  the 
•preffure  of  outward  calamity.  This,  in  a  real  believer, 
is  never  wholly  feparated  from  the  former.  Even  in  it- 
felf,  indeed,  no  affliction  for  the  prefent  is  joyous  but 
grievous.  The  diforders  of  this  feeble  frame,  poverty 
and  draitnefs  of  provifion,  unjufl  flander  and  reproach, 
muft  be  deeply  and  fenfibly  felt  by  every  good  man,  even 
as  he  is  a  man.  To  this  may  be  added,  the  lofs  of  rela- 
tions, and  concerns  for  the  fufterings  of  others  of  every 
kind,  which  is  always  moft  didrefling  to  the  beft  and  ten- 
dered fpirits.  But  outward  calamities  by  thofe  that  fear 
God,  are  felt  moft  fenfibly  when  they  are  confidered  as 
the  rod  of  his  anger,  and  bring  fin  to  remembrance. 

When  he  viiits  his  own  children  with  any  of  his  fore 
judgments;  when  he  follows  them  with  breach  upon 
breach,  they  are  ready  to  lay,  u  Surely  he  is  fetting  me 
*  up  as  a  mark  for  his  arrows,  he  is  counting  me  his  ena- 
w  my." — They  are  often  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  the  caufe 
of  his  controverfy  with  them  ;  and  they  alfo  find  it  often 
extremely  difficult  to  bring  their  minds  to  a  patient  and 
fubmiffive  refignation  to  his  holy  will.  To  thofe  who 
know  their  duty,  and  defire  through  divine  grace  to  com- 
ply with  it,  it  is  no  fmall  difficulty  to  be  obliged  to  drug- 
gie with  a  rifing  and  rebellious  heart  within,  as  well  as 
differing  from  without,  and  to  be  alternately  calling  in 
queftion,  the  certainty  either  of  the  love  of  God  to  them, 
or  of  their  love  to  him. 

3.  A  good  man  may  fometimes  walk  in  darknefs  from 
the  afpeft  of  Providence,  and  the  date  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom.  The  works  of  God  are  fought  out  of  them  who 
have  pleafure  in  them.  But  when  they  are  not  able  to 
penetrate  the  depths  of  the  divine  counfels,  this  becomes 
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more  he  increases  in  humility.  As  it  is  an  evidence  it  is 
alfo  a  mean,  of  further  improvement ;  for  he  that  hath  the 
deepett  fenfe  of  hisunworthinefs  and  weaknefs,  will  cer- 
tainly live  molt  by  faith  on  the  merit  and  grace  of  his 
Redeemer- 
There  foret  Chrifiians,  try  yourfelves  by  this  important 
figiT,  Whether  do  yofr,  by  religious  duties,  build  your* 
Jelves  up  on  felf-righteoufnefs)  or  do  you  only  learn  by 
them,  how  far  you  fall  fhort  of  what  is  incumbent  on  you  ? 
What  innumerable  evils  compafs  you  about  ?  and  there- 
fore how  much  you  have  need  of  mercy  inftead  of  reward? 
Do  you  look  upon  the  works  of  nghteoufnefs  which  you 
have  done,  asfomething,  by  which  you  merit  at  the  hand 
of  God;  or  do  you  look  upon  them,  as  the  evidence  of  his 
own  work  in  you,  and  for  you,  and  give  him  the  glory* 
to  whom  it  is  due  ? 

IV,  I  (hall  now  conclude  the  whole,  with  a  few  direc- 
tions for  producing  and  preferving  this  profitable  fenfi.'  and 
conviction  of  fin.     And, 

i.  Let  me  beg  of  every  hearer,  the  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  himfelf  and  his  ways.  Many  have  no  fenfe  of 
their  finfulnefs,  becaufe  they  have  no  knowledge  of  them- 
felves  at  all ;  but  go  through  the  world  in  uninterrupted 
thoughtleflhefs  and  unconcern.  Is  there  any  thing  of 
greater,  moment  than  the  (late  of  your  minds,  and  your 
hope  towards  God?  Inattention  is  perhaps  a  more  uni- 
verfal  caufe  of  impiety,  than  high  handed  and  obftinate 
profanity.  Would  you  but  ferioufly  confider  your  ways, 
and  lay  to  heart  the  things  that  belong  to  your  peace,  I 
would  count  it  a  hopeful  circumftance ;  and  expert,  you 
would  fpeedily  fee  your  danger,  and  God  in  his  mercy 
would  lead  you  to  the  cure. 

2.  Give  yourfelves  much  to  reading,  and  hearing  the 
word  of  God,  The  entrance  of  his  word  giveth  light. — 
It  is  profitable  for  do&rine,  for  reproof,  and  correction  : 
but  it  is  particularly  neceflary  for  conviction  /  for  by  the 
law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  What  wonder,  if  thofe  who 
never  open  a  bible,  and  feldom  enter  into  the  houfe  of 
God,  (hould  be  ignorant  of  their  guilt  and  mifery  ?     The 
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word  of  God  (hews  his  right  in  you,  pleads  his  caufe,  and 
challenges  your  apoftafy.  It  is  exceedingly  rare  that  thoft 
who  have  fairly  turned  their  backs  upon  God's  inflituted 
worfhip,  are  difturbed  in  their  fecurity  ;  but  are  fuflered 
to  fleep  on  till  they  fleep  the  flcep  of  death.  But  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  thofe  who  attend  ordinances,  even 
from  no  higher  principle  than  curiofity,  cuftom,  or  form, 
find  that  the  word  of  God  is  afire  and  hammer,  that  break* 
eth  the  rock  in  pieces  :  u  that  it  is  quick  and  powerful, 
44  fharper  than  any  two  edged  fword,  piercing,  even  to 
4C  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  joints  and 
44  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents 
44  of  the  heart." 

3.  In  the  laft  place.  Let  me  befeech  you,  often  to  feat 
yourfelves  in  the  immediate  prefence  of  God,  or  rather, 
frequently  to  recolleft,  that  you  can  no  where  go  from  his 
fpirit,  or  fly  from  his  prefence.  There  is,  if  I  may  fpeak 
fo,  a  light  and  glory  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  difcerns, 
and  difclofes  the  works  of  darknefs.  We  may  often  ex- 
cufe,  or  palliate  our  condudt  to  men,  and  even  hide  its  de- 
formity from  our  own  view,  when  we  could  not  juftify  it 
to  ourfelves,  if  we  reflected,  that  "  it  is  open  and  manifeft, 
44  in  the  fight  of  God." — If  therefore  there  is  any  thing  in 
your  practice,  which  you  are  inclined  to  palliate,  and  apt 
to  excufe — fuppofe  you  were  Handing  at  the  judgment 
feat  of  Chrift,  where  all  of  us  (hall  fhortly  be;  and  think, 
whether  your  excufes  will  then  Hand  the  teft  of  his  impar- 
tial fearch. 

44  If  our  hearts  condemn  us  not,  God  is  greater  than  our 
44  hearts,  and  knoweth  all  things.*'  It  is  therefore  the 
duty  and  intereft  of  every  fmner,  to  take  fhame  and  con- 
fufion  of  face  to  himfelf,  and  apply  to  the  44  blood  of 
44  fprinkling,  which  fpcaketh  better  things,  than  the  blood 
44  of  Abel." 


1 8* 


Trust  in  Cad. 


to  underlland  the  nature  and  tenor  of  the  promifes;  of 
rather,  indeed,  to  explain  the  foundation  of  trull,  and  to 
explain  the  nature  ?md  tenor  of  the  promifes  is  one  and  the 
fame  thing. 

For  this  end,  it  may  be  proper  to  difiinguifli  the  promi- 
fes' of  God,  as  to  futurity,  into  two  heads,  abfolute  and 
conditional.  By  abfolute  promifes,  in  this  place,  I  un- 
derftand  only  thofe  that  are  fo  in  themoR  unlimited  fenfe, 
that  is  to  fay,  revealed  as  a  part  of  the  fixed  plan  of  Pro- 
vidence, fufpended  on  no  terms  but  what  all,  of  every 
charafter,  may  expeft  will  certainly  come  to  pafs.  Such 
are  the  promifes  after  the  Hood,  that  furnmer  and  winter, 
feed  time  and  harvefi  flioulcl  not  fail — the  coming  of  Chrifl 
in  the  flefh  at  the  fuinefs  of  time,  to  the  ancient  Patriarchs, 
and  to  us — the  downfall  of  Antic  hri  ft — the  prefervation 
of  a  church  on  earth,  let  its  enemies  be  or  do  what  they 
will — the  calling  of  God's  ancient  people,  the  Jews,  and 
coming  of  Ghrilt  to  judge  the  work!  at  the  laft  day. 
are  all  called  promifes  in  fcripture,  and  fo  far  as 
can  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  people  of  God,  either  for  di- 
redlton  in  duty,  or  reftraint  from  fin,  or  confolatlon  un- 
der trial;  they  are  to  be  depended  on,  in  the  mod  abfolute 
manner,  for  they  reft  upon  the  certainty  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  and  the  truth  of  the  unchangeable  God,  who  "  is 
u  not  a  man  that  he  ftiould  lie,  nor  the  fon  of  man  that  he 
*  Jhould  repent." 
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ISAIAH  1.  xo. 


Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the 
voice  of  his  servant ,  that  xvalketh  in  darkness  >  and  hath  no 
light  f  let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lordy  and  stay  upon 
his  God, 

T  TAVTNG,  in  a  former  difcourfe,  opened  the  charac- 
I  X  ter  an('  ^ate  °f  fadk  who  are  called  upon,  and  ex- 
horted to  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  entered  upoij 
the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  explain  the  duty 
of  truft  in  God,  and  to  point  out  its  foundation ;  and  ha- 
ving in  this  view  confidered  the  nature  of  abfolute  pro* 
mifes — I  proceed, 

2.  To  confider  the  nature  and  ufe  of  conditional  pro- 
mifes. Thefe  I  am  obliged,  for  greater  diftin&nefs,  to 
divide  into  three  different  heads, — i.  There  are  promifes 
made  to  perfons  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  charatter,  or  in  fuch  or 
fuch  a  ftate. — z.  There  are  promifes,  the  performance  of 
which  is  fufpended  on  our  compliance  with  fomething 
previoufly  required,  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  them. — 
3.  There  are  promifes,  not  only  fufpended  on  both  the 
preceding  terms,  but  upon  the  fuppofition  of  fome  cir- 
cumltances  in  themfelves  uncertain,  or  to  us  unknown. 
Let  us  confider  each  of  thefe  with  care  and  attention. 
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i.  There  arc  promifes  made  to  peribng  of  fucli  or  fuch 
a  character,  or  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  Rate,  which  are,  there* 
fejreT  to  be  applied,  and  refled  on,  according  as  the  evi- 
dence of  our  being  of  this  character,  or  in  this  flate,  is 
clear  or  obfc ure.  In  this  I  have  particularly  in  view,  the 
blcflings  of  falvatlon,  the  pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God, 
the  fpirit  of  fanctification,  and  a  right  to  everla fling  life, 
Thefe  all  lie  in  an  unbroken  chain  and  infeparable  con- 
nexion, and  might  have  been  more  briefly  exprefled,  by 
an  imereit  in  Chrift  the  Saviour,  who  is  the  author,  fourcc 
jtfid  fum  of  thefe  bleffings  ;  u  for  all  the  promifes  of  God 
w  in  him,  are  yea,  and  in  him  amen,  to  the  glory  of  God 
"  by  us/'  Let  no  judicious  attentive  hearer  be  furprifed 
ordiffausfied,  that  J  have  ranked  thefe  among  conditional 
promifes,  for  you  may  obferve  that  I  have  expreffed  my- 
felf  thus,  they  are  promifes  made  to  peribns  of  fuch  or  fuch 
a  character,  or  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ttate.  In  this,  they  cer- 
tainly differ  from  the  promifes  properly  afafolutc,  mention- 
ed above.  It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  do  injury  to  that 
fundamental  truth,  that  fa tv alien  is  by  grace,  I  efkem 
that  doftrine  which  proceeds  upon  a  felf-righteous  fyftem, 
to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  rnoft  pernicious  to 
the  fouls  of  men.  There  is  nothing  at  alt  required  in 
fcripture  to  be  performed  by  us,  as  a  purchafing  or  meri- 
ting condition.  Every  gracious  aft  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment in  our  favor,  is  the  fruit  of  the  Redeemer's  purchafe, 
and  every  holy  difpofition  wrought  in  u&,  is  thfe  effc£l  of 
his  almighty  grace.  But  it  is  certain,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  in  order  to  our  accepting  thofe  bleffings,  we  mull  bt 
truly  and  deeply  humbled,  and  fee  ourfekes  to  he  incapa* 
ble  and  helplels.  We  muil  be  unfeigncdly  willing  to  re- 
nounce all  claim  of  merit,  and  accept  of  falvation  as  it  is 
offered  in  the  gofpel  ;  that  is,  in  its  full  extent,  and  in  the 
free  and  fovereign  niannerof  its  communication.  So  far, 
furely,  we  muft  fay,  the  promifes  of  the  gofptl  are  condi- 
tional, or  wholly  pervert  the  word  of  God.  I  know  of  no 
promifes  then  to  the  unbelieving  and  impenitent,  unlefs 
you  call  that  a  promifc,  that  they  (hall  have  M  their  portion 

*  in  the  lake  of  fire  that  burnetii  with  brim  (lone  ;  and  that 
14  the  frnoke  of  their  tonncftt  afcendelh  up  for  ever  and 

*  ever." 
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Heir  it,  my  dear  brethren,  it  is  the  needy,  thirfty,  fenfi- 
bJe  foul,  that  is  invited  to  comfe  and  find  reft.  u  Ho  ( 
"  every  one  that  thirtieth,  come  ye  to  the  waters ;  and  he 
44  that  hath  no  money;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea, come 
M  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  prictf. 
"  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
u  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  If  any  (hall  think  fit  further 
fo  fity,  that  the  very  cleft ination  of  the  veflels  of  mercy,  is 
of  God's  fovereign  pleafure,  that  conviction  itfelf  is  by  * 
day  of  his  power,  and  that  faith  which  interefts  us  in 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  his  gift;  I  agree  to  the  whole,  but 
obferve  that  it  is  improperly  introduced  here.  No  ufe 
can  poflibly  be  made  of  the  divine  decree  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  promifes.  It  is  inverting  the  Order  of  things. 
Can  any  man  fay,  I  truft  in  the  mercy  of  God,  becaufe  I 
have  been  ordained  to  everiafting  life  ?  No  man  can  de- 
rive comfort  from  this,  till  by  his  effectual  calling  it  is 
publifhed,  and  begins  to  be  accomplifhed ;  and  then  he 
may  look  back  with  wonder  and  gratitude  to  that  everiaft- 
ing love,  by  which  he  was  chofen  in  Ghrlft,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  Can  you  judge  of  the  fruit  of  a 
tree  by  looking  upon  the  foot  I  No,  but  you  judge  of  the 
ftrength  and  deepnefs  of  the  root,  by  the  fulnefs  of  the 
fruit,  and  the  vigor  and  verdure  of  the  branches.  From 
an  improper  mixture  of  what  belongs  to  the  fecret  will  of 
God,  and  what  belongs  to  us,  as  our  duty,  much  error 
and  confufion  arifes. 

Now,  my  brethren,  as  to  the  application  of  thefe  promi- 
fes of  pardon  and  peace,  the  humbled  firmer,  the  man 
among  us  who  walketh  in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light— 
who  is  burdened  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  difcouraged  by 
the  threatenings  of  the  law,  the  accufations  of  confetence, 
and  the  pure  and  holy  nature  of  God ;  who  perhaps  has 
all  this  aggravated  by  diflrefs  and  trouble,  is  called  to  truft 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  flay  himfelf  upon  his  God. 
He  is  invited  to  con  fide  r  and  reft  on  the  extent  of  the  call, 
the  immutability  of  the  promife,  and  the  riches  of  divine 
grace.  If  he  is  fo  far  from  pleading  any  merit  in  himfelf, 
or  being  diflatisficd  with  the  plan  of  falvation  laid  down  in 
the  Gofpel,  that  he  it  making  every  thing  en  argument 
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again fl  himfelf,  and  dare  not  lay  hold  of,  or  appropriate  fo 
imfpeafcable  a  mercy:  This  is  juft  the  effe£l  of  diftruft, 
and  he  is  railed,  in  the  ftrongcft  manner,  in  the  text,  to 
**  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  his  God,** 
With  how  many  gracious  affurances  for  this  purpofe  is  the 
fcripture  filled.  John  vi.  37,  u  All  that  the  Father  hath 
14  given  me  fhall  come  to  me,  and  him  that  comet h  onto 
**  me  I  will  in  no  Wife  call  out,"  Hcb.  vii,  25,  V-  Where- 
**  fore  he  is  able  al  fo  to  fave  them  to  the  utter  moft  that 
**  come  to  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  in* 
M  terteflion  for  them."  Rev,  xxiL  17.  "And  the  fpirit 
**  and  the  bride  fay!  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  fay, 
**  Come.  And  let  him  that  Is  athirft  come.  And  who- 
R  foevcr  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely."  AH 
things,  Chrift  excepted,  are  to  be  renounced,  and  the  all- 
(efficiency  of  a  Redeemer  is  to  be  the  foundation  of  our 
hope.  The  penitent  will  fay  with  the  apoftle,  Phil  iii.  8, 
"  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofsfor  the  ex- 
**  eelleney  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  : 
"  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
41  count  them  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be 
'■*  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs  which 
"  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
u  even  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith." 

2.  There  is  a  fecond  clafs  of  promifes,  the  performance 
of  which  is  fufpended  on  our  previous  compliance  with 
fomething  required  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  them.  In 
thefe  we  are  not  only  called  to  accept  of  the  divine  mercy, 
but  commanded  to  obey  the  divine  will.  The  order  in 
which  I  have  placed  thefe,  will,  I  hope,  prevent  you  from 
mifunderftanding  or  mifapplying  what  may  be  faid  on 
them.  This  clafs  includes  all  the  promifes  in  fcripture 
regarding  the  daily  progrefs  of  a  believer  in  his  fan&ifica- 
tkm  and  conformity  to  God,  as  well  as  the  increafe  of  his 
comfort  and  peace.  I  am  fenfible,  that  as  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  a  finner  to  God,  and  his  right  to  what  is  called  in 
fcripture  the  promise  of  eternal  life,  is  of  free  and  unme- 
rited mercy,  fo,  no  doubt,  all  the  inferior  or  fubordinate 
promifes  flow  from  the  fame  fource,  nay,  in  a  certain 
jneafure,  they  are  entirely  upon  the  fame*  footing  with 
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thofe  formerly  mentioned ;  that  is  to  fay,  final  perfeve- 
rance,  real  growth  in  the  fpiritual  life,  and  neceffary  com- 
fort, are  the  fure  and  purchafed  portion  ol  every  one  that  is 
born  of  God.  Rom.  viii.  29.  "  For  whom  he  did  fore- 
44  know,  he  alfo  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
44  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  firfbborn  among 
u  many  brethren."  But  in  the  diftribution  of  thofe  gifts, 
particularly  in  their  meafure,  there  is  not  only  an  un- 
known regard  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God,  but  a  known 
and  eftablilhed  regard  to  our  conduct  in  duty.  Thus  the 
abundant  fupply  of  the  fpirit  is  the  fruit  and  return  of  di- 
ligence in  prayer.  Matth.  vii.  7.  u  Alk  and  it  fhall  be 
44  given  you,  leek  and  ye  (hall  find,  knock  and  it  ihali  be 
•4  opened  unto  you."  See  alfo  Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25.  com- 
pared with  the  37th.  "Then  will  I  fprinkle  clean  water 
44  upon  you,  and  ye  (hall  be  clean;  from  all  your  filthinefs 
44  and  from  all  jour  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you."  &c.  Thus 
44  faith  the  Lord,  jet  for  all  this  will  I  be  enquired  of  by 
44  the  houfe  of  Ifraei  to  do  it  for  them."  Thus  alfo  inward 
confolation,  as  well  as  outward  fecurity,  is  exprcfsly  pro- 
mifed  as  the  efiedt  and  reward  of  uniformity  and  diligence 
in  duty.  Ifa.  xxxii.  17.  "  And  the  work  of  righteoufnefs 
44  fhall  be  peace,  and  die  effect  of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs 
"  and  aflurance  for  ever."  As  the  counterpart  and  illus- 
tration of  this,  you  fee,  th;t  a  departure  from  the  path  of 
duty  brings  on  the  threatened,  or  p.-rhaps  1  ought  to  call  it 
the  promifed,  rod  of  correftion.  Pi'alm  Ixxxix.  30 — 33. 
44  But  if  his  children  fhall  lorfake  my  law,  and  not  walk 
44  in  my  judgments;  ii  they  break  my  ftatutes,  and  keep 
44  not  my  commandments;  then  will  I  vifit  their  tranf- 
<4  grcflions  with  a  rod,  and  their. iniquities  with  ftripes. 
44 .  Neverthslefs,  my  loving-kindnefs  will  1  not  take  from 
44  him,  nor  fuffer  my  faithlulnefs  to  fail."  In  the  fame 
manner,  Ifa.  xl.  30,  31.  "  Even  the  youths  fhall  faint  and 
44  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  fhall  utterly  fall :  But 
44  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  fhall  renew  their  ftrength  ; 
44  they  fhall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles ;'  they  fhall 
44  run  arid  not  be  weary — they  fhall  walk  and  not  faint." 
Agreeably  t  j  all  this,  you  know,  our  biefled  Lord  prefcri- 
bed  watchiulnefs  and  prayer  as  the  great  prefervatives 
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againft  temptation*  and  whoever  expects  either  fpi ritual 
Irength  or  comfort,  while  he  relaxes  his  diligence  in  the 
way  of  duty,  it  guilty  of  that  fin,  which  is  called  in  fcrip- 
tare,  tempting  Gad;  and  fhall  affuredly  meet  with  a 
dreadful  di  (appointment. 

My  brethren,  as  much  of  the  daily  exercife  of  real  be~ 
Kcvern  regards  their  progrefs  in  falsification,  and  their 
peace  and  comfort!  it  is  proper  that  you  fhoukl  carefully 
attend  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  prornifes,  and  to  what  ought  tcr 
be  your  reliance  upon  them-  I  fhall  Aim  up,  in  a  few  par- 
ticular^ what  I  apprehend  to  be  of  moll  importance, 

I*  Trad  in  thefe  promifes  implies  felf-denial,  and  a 
deep  fonfc  of  your  own  weaknefs*  Thefe  promiles  would 
he  urmecefTary  and  luperfluous,  were  we  not  infufficient  of 
out  (elves  for  any  thing  that  is  good,  Trufl  in  God  (lands 
direftly  oppoftd  to  all  felf*dependance.  Pro  verbs  lit  5* 

*  Tfnll  ill  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart,  and  lean  not  td 
thine  own  nnderftanding."     How  jealous  God  is,  if  I 

may  fpeak  fot  of  the  honor  that  Is  due  to  him  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  may  be  feen  from  the  many  foul  and  fhameful 
crimes  into  which  he  permitted  fome  of  his  beft  faints  to 
fall,  when  they  were  off  their  guard  by  (loth,  or  ftill  more 
provoked  him  by  pride  and  preemption.  Noah's  drunk* 
ehnefs,  Mofes's  paffion,  David's  adultery  and  murder, 
and  Peter's  denial  of  his  mafter.  1  Cor.  x.  11,  12.  "  Now 

*  all  thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfamples,  and 
•'they  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the 
"ends  of  the  world  are  come.  Wherefore,  let  him  that 
"thtnketh  he  ftan,deth,  take  heed  left  he  fall.'*  For  this 
reafon  the  apoftle  Paul  fays  with  great  propriety,  and  with 
great  force,  which  is  equally  applicable  to  himfelf  and 
other  believers,  a  feeming  paradox,  1  Cor.  xii.  10.  4iFor 
"  when  T  am  weak,  then  I  am  ftrong." 

2.  As  we  are  to  putnotruft  in  ourfelves,  fo  we  are  to 
exercife  the  mod  unftiaken  confidence  of  our  being  able 
to  difcharge  any  duty  or  undergo  any  trial  by  the  help  of 
the  Almighty — Oh !  how  ready  are  we  to  fin  on  both 
hands?  How  often  do  we  prefume  upon  our  own  ftrength 
and  forget  the  neceflity  of  applying  for  divine  aid  ?-*— And 
oq  the  other,  hand,  how  prone  arp  we  to  ttotkiity  or  de* 


"Trust  in  Gdd.  193 

fpohdence  in  difficult  cafes  ?  When  corruptions  have  long 
kept  their  ground,  we  are  ready  to  dread  their  influence, 
and  to  make  but  little  out  of  the  promifes  in  fcripture;, ' 
that  we  fhall  be  made  "  more  than  conquerors  through 
"  him  that  loved  us."  We  have  learned,  by  fad  expe- 
rience, that  in  us  dwelleth  no  good  thing,  and  yet  it  is 
long  before  we  will  attend  to  the  leffon  that  follows  hard 
upon  it,  "  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee,  and  my  ftrength 
*  fhall  be  made  perfect  in  weakncfs." 

3.  As  thefe  promifes  are  exprefsly  made  to  the  dili- 
gent, you  mud  (till  remember  that  your  own  attention  and 
application  to  duty  is  eflentially  necefTary,  and  that  the 
affiftance  promifed  from  on  high,  is  always  reprefented  in 
fcripture  as  an  argument  and  encourage  ment  to  diligence, 
and  not  a  warrant  or  excufe  for  floth.  Philip,  ii.  12. 
u  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling, 
u  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
••  his  good  pleafure."  It  is  alfo  well  worthy  of  notice* 
that  the  fame  prophet  Ezekiel,  who  fays,  chap,  xxxvi. 
26.  **  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
"  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,"  changes  the  form  of  his 
expreffion ;  and  in  another  place,  chap,  xviii.  31,  32, 
fpeaks  in  the  following  terms  ;  "  Call  away  from  you  all 
4<  your  tranfgrefllons  whereby  ye  have  tranfgrefled ;  and 
41  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit ;  for  why  will 
44  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?  For  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
*c  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  faith  the  Lord  God ;  where- 
"  fore  turn  yourfelves,  and  live  ye."  In  confequenge  of 
this, 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  truft  in  God  will  make  us  ready 
to  acknowledge,  that  when  we  fail  in  duty,  when  we  for- 
get or  break  our  refolutions,  the  fault  is  certainly  in  our- 
Jelves.  It  is  impoffible  to  excufe  or  juftify  ourfelves  in 
any  degree,  without  laying  the  blame,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion, upon  God,  and  calling  in  queftion  his  faithful- 
nefs  and  truth.  But  whatever  our  treacherous  hearts 
may  finfully  fuggeft,  we  are  not  ftraitened  in  God,  but 
flraitened  in  our  own  bowels.  We  find  him  pleading  his 
own  caufe,  in  this  refpeft,  in  many  pafTages  of  fcripture. 
Ifa.  lix.  1.  "  Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  {liottetfed^ 
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**  that  it  cannot  fave ;  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  he  caiv 
"  not  hear  ;  but  your  fins  have  feparated  between  you  and 
**  your  God,  and  your  iniquities  have  hid  his  face  from 
'*  you,  that  he  will  not  hear."  Upon  the  whole,  trufl  in 
thefe  promifea  is  no  other  than  an  humble  and  diligent 
application  to  duty,  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  weakueft,  and 
dependance  on  pro  mi  fed  ttrength,  accompanied  with  a 
firm  perfuafion,  that  "  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  we  fliall 
44  tread  down  our  enemies,1'  and  go  on  from  ftrengih  to 
ftrength,  u  till  we  appear  before  God  in  Zion." 

3.  Another  clais  of  promiles  are  thole  that  are  fuf- 
pended,  not  only  on  the  fame  conditions  with  the  two 
former*  but  upon  fome  other  circumftances  in  themfelves 
uncertain,  or  to  us  unfeen.  Thefe  are  temporal  mercies 
or  rather  temporal  profperity,  deliverance  from  prefent 
'diftrefs,  and  abundance  or  affluence  of  outward  enjoy- 
ments- Perhaps  we  may  alfo  add  fpiritual  confolation, 
and  fenfible  joy  in  God.  I  find  no  temporal  promiSe 
precifely  fixed  to  the  fervant  of  God  but  this:  "  Bread 
tt  fliall  be  given  him,  and  his  water  fliall  be  fure  ?"  and  it 
is  certainly  his  dutyt  in  the  molt  flraitening  circurnfkn- 
ces,  to  maintain  a  confident  dependance  on  the  power 
and  wifdom  of  Providence  for  neceflary  fupply.  I  do  not 
condemn  thofe,  who,  when  reduced  to  extremity,  have 
actually  pleaded  this  divine  promife,  and  againlt  hope, 
have  believed  in  hope ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  inftances 
"have  not  been  wanting,  of  relief  furnifhed  in  a  manner 
next  to  miraculous.  But  as  to  every  other  degree  of  tem- 
poral profperity,  God  hath  referved  it  in  his  own  hand  to 
give  or  with-hold  it  at  his.  pleafure,  that  is,  as  he  fees  it 
will  be  mod  for  his  glory,  and  the  benefit  of  his  people. 
It  is  lawful  then,  my  brethren,  for  you  to  endeavor  to 
procure,  by  honefl  induftry,  the  increafe  of  your  fubftance, 
to  look  well  to  the  ltate  of  your  flocks  and  your  herds, 
and  to  afk  by  prayer  the  blefling  of  God  upon  your  labors. 
It  is  lawful,  and  it  is  your  duty,  by  regularity  and  care  to 
preferve  life  and  health,  as  well  as  to  afk  of  the  Father  of 
your  fpirits,  recovery  from  ficknefs,  or  deliverance  from 
"any  other  kind  of  diflrefs.  But  you  are  not  warranted  to 
beljeve  that  thefe  petitions  fliall  be  granted  in  hand,  or  in 
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your  own  time  and  meafure,  even  though  you  afk  them  in 
fincerity  with  the  prayer  of  faith.  There  may  be  reafons 
for  with-holding  them,  and  yet  you  may  be  accepted  ift 
your  prayers.  An  infinitely  wife  God  knows  bed  what 
is  for  your  good,  and  he  only  hath  a  right  to  determine 
in  what-  part  of  his  own  fervice  ;  where  and  how  long  he 
fhall  employ  you.  Trud  in  God,  therefore,  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  implies  a  careful  attention  to  the  tenor  of  the  pro- 
mifes  with  regard  to  temporal  mercies,  and  not  to  look 
for,  or  even,  if  poflible,  defire  what  he  hath  not  promifed 
to  bedow. 

If  I  am  not  miflaken,  wefliall  find  it  of  moment,  upon 
this  fubjeft,  to  obferve,  both  what  he  hath  not  and  what 
he  hath  certainly  promifed.  He  has  no  where  promifed 
that  his  own  people  fhall  be  the  riched  or  the  greateft  on " 
earth ;  but  he  hath  certainly  promifed  to  blefs  their  pro- 
vifion,  and  aflured  them  that  a  little  that  a  juft  man  hath, 
fhall  be  better  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked.  He  has 
not  promifed  that  they  fhall  be  free  from  fufFering;  but 
he  hath  certainly  promifed  to  fupport  them  by  his  own 
prefence  under  their  diftrefs.  Ifa.  xliii.  2.  "  When  thou 
44  patted  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and 
41  through  the  rivers,  they  fhall  not  overflow  thee  ;  when 
"  thou  walked  through  the  fire  thou  fhalt  not  be  burnt ; 
44  neither  (hall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee."  The  truth 
is,  he  hath  promifed  that  "  all  things  fhall  work  together 
44  for  their  good."  In  one  word,  they  have  indeed  all 
mercies  promifed,  only  they  themfelves  are  not  in  a  con- 
dition, at  prefent,  to  judge  what  they  may  ufe  with  fafety, 
and  what  not.  As  the  heir  of  an  opulent  edate,  though 
he  is  proprietor  of  all,  yet  is  laid  under  redraint  while  in 
infancy  and  non-age,  becaufe  he  would  foon  ruin  himfelf  if 
it  were  committed  to  his  own  management;  fo  the  be- 
liever, though  an  heir  of  God,  and  joint  heir  with  Chrid, 
yet  till  he  is  meet  for  the  inheritance,  he  mud  be  at  his 
Maker's  and  Redeemer's  difpofal.  Take  in,  therefore, 
only  this  limitation,  and  then  fee  his  extenfive  charter. 
1  Cor.  ii'i.  21.  u  For  all  things  are  yours;  whether  Paul, 
"  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death, 
44  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come;  all  are  yours;  and 


196  Trust  in  Gad. 

"  ye  are  ChrilVs,  and  Chrifl  is  God's/'  What  then  is 
the  duty  of  a  child  of  God  ?  It  is  to  breathe  after  more  and 
more  fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will,  and  to  annex  this  re- 
fer vation  to  every  petition  of  a  temporal  nature,  neverlhe- 
lefs,  not' my  will  but  thine  be  done.  And  oh  !  my  bre- 
thren, how  happy  the  perfon  who  hath  feen  the  weaknefs 
of  human  judgment;  who  wails  the  intimation  of  God's 
will,  before  he  will  fuffer  his  defires  to  fallen  with  eager- 
nefs  on  any  earthly  comfort,  and  who  endeavors  to  keep 
himfelf  free  from  perplexity,  by  an  humble  and  fubmiffive 
reliance  on  the  alUfuflieiency  of  God  ! 

I  obferved  in  entering  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  that 
fpiritual  confolation,  or  fenfible  joy  in  God,  is  to  be  con- 
fidercdas  a  prormfe  of  the  fame  clafs,  which  mutt*  there* 
fore,  be  alked  with  fubmiffion,  and  is  difpen fed  according 
to  the  good  plea fu re  of  a  gracious  but  foversign  Goth  I 
am  ienlible,  as  has  been  formerly  obferved,  with  another 
view>  that  fome  degree  of  comfort  neceflarily  follows  from 
a  believer's  relation  to  God,  but  many  pious  perfons  feem 
to  defire  and  to  expert  fenlible  comfort  in  a  higher  mea- 
sure than  God  fees  it  meet  to  give  them,  or,  than  is  pro- 
per for  them  in  the  prefent  Hate,  It  is  with  fpiritual  prof- 
perity  as  with  temporal,  every  one  cannot  bear  it.  There- 
fore, it  is  our  duty  ftill  to  be  fenfible  that  we  have  much 
more  comfort  and  peace  than  we  deferve,  and  as  we  defire 
apd  ftrive  for  greater  degrees  of  it,  to  accompany  thefe  de- 
fires  with  much  humility  and  refignation  to  the  will  of 
Ood. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  laft  thing  propofed,  which  was  to 
in^ke  a  practical  application  of  this  fubjedl  for  your  in- 
(Ira&ion  and  dire£lion. 

1.  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what  judg- 
ment you  ought  to  form  of  inward  fuggeftions,  and  ftrong 
ojr  particular  impreffions  upon  your  minds.  There  are 
fome  extremely  prone  to  interpret  a  text  of  fcripture,  fucU 
denly  fuggefted  to  their  minds,  or  any  ftrong  impreflion 
mack  on  them,  as  an  immediate  meflage  from  God*  to  be 
dire&ly  applied  to  themfelves :  Others,  in  oppofition  to 
this,  as  enthufiaftical  and  vifipnary,  feem  to  give  up  eve. 
ry  expectation 'of  being  able  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift, 


u  I  blefs  the  Lord  who  hath  given  me  counfel,  my  reitw 
"  alfo  inftruft  me  in  the  night  feafon."  I  beg,  therefore, 
that  you  may  obferve,  that  the  fuggeftion  of  a  paflage  of 
fcripture,  of  itfelf  gives  no  title  to  the  immediate  applu 
cation  of  it,  becaufe  the  great  deceiver  may  undoubtedly 
fuggeft  fcripture,  as  we  find  he  could  reafon  from  it  in  our 
Saviour's  temptation.  We  are,  in  every  fuch  cafe,  to 
confider  the  tenor  of  it,  if  it  be  a  promife  or  encourage* 
ment,  that  is,  how  and  in  what  manner  it  may  be  fafely 
applied.  If  any  thing  happens  to  be  fuggefted  that  ex* 
prefsly  fuits  our  prefent  condition,  either  by  fetting  home 
the  obligation  of  duty,  with  particular  evidence  upon  th* 
confidence,  or  pointing  out  the  grounds  of  comfort,  it 
ought  to  be  thankfully  acknowledged  as  from  the  fpirit  of 
God.  For  example,  if  a  perfon  under  the  power  of  a 
fpirit  of  bondage,  and  fear  of  divine  wrath,  hath  fuggefted 
to  him  any  of  the  extenfive  gracious  affurances  of  mercy 
to  the  chief  of  finners,  it  is  his  duty  to  lay  hold  of  it.  It 
is  dire&ly  fuited  to  his  condition,  and  would  be  the  very 
thing  that  a  wife  and  judicious  pallor  would  recommend 
to  him  for  his  relief,  lie  may  therefore,  without  hefita- 
tion,  blefs  God  for  it,  if  it  is  brought  with  power  and  ef- 
ficacy upon  his  heart.  In  the  fame  manner,  if  a  perfoti 
under  trouble  hath  fuggefted  to  him  any  of  the  promifes  of 
fupport  under  it,  furely  he  ought,  in  the  difcharge  of  hit 
duty,  firmly  to  rely  on  the  accomplifhment  of  that  part  of 
the  word  of  God.  But  in  the  reflex  examination  of t  a 
perfon's  chara&er  or  ftate,  to  apply  the  fudden  fuggeftion 
of  a  promife  or  privilege,  perhaps  of  a  conditional  nature, 
is  certainly  both  fmfui  and  dangerous.  Sinful,  becaufe 
without  warrant;  and  dangerous,  becaufe  leading  to  de* 
lufion. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what  it  it 
that  we  ought  to  feek  for  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs, 
and  may  hope  to  obtain  with  the  greateft  confidence* 
Recoiled,  I  befeech  you,  the  order  in  which  I  have  men- 
tioned the  promifes  of  God  as  the  objefts  of  truft  and  re- 
liance. Firft  of  all  the  promifes  of  falvation,  deliverance 
from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  a  right  to  everlafting  life  \  v&& 
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whatever  is  necefiltry  to  die  pretention  and  improvement 
of  the  fptritual  life ;  an  J  then  in  the  third  place,  proper 
accommodation  and  fui  table  provifion  in  our  paflagq 
through  the  pre  fen  t  world.  They  are  here  ranked  accord- 
ing to  their  value  in  themfelves,  and  the  value  which  we 
liiouM  put  upon  them.  Let  us,  therefore,  take  care  that 
we  never  violate  this  order,  which  is  necefTary,  not  only 
becaufr  of  their  comparative  value,  but  becaufe  of  their 
mutual  influence  one  upon  another.  It  is  in  vain  for  us 
ro  e&|>e£t  to  attain  to  the  habit  or  praftice  of  holinefs,  till 
ire  united  to  God  by  faith  in  Jelus  Chrifl.  AIJ  the 
promifesof  the  gofpel  are  ratified  in  htm*  All  the  divine 
fulnefs  is  treafured  up  in  him.  Every  divine  gift  isdif- 
penfed  by  him.  Therefore,  he  fays  John  xv.  4.  "  Abide 
"  in  me,  and  I  in  you-  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
11  of  it  fe  If,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can  ye, 
41  except  ye  abide  in  me.1'  And  the  apoflle  Paul,  Gal.  it. 
ao,  %t  I  am  crucified  with  Chrifl 3  neverthelefs  I   live; 

yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  which  I 
•4  now  live  in  the  fleffit  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Sun  of 
41  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  him  felt  for  me." 

'In  the  fame  manner  nothing  can  be  more  prepofterous 
than  to  fix  our  affe&ions  upon  temporal  mercies,  or  our 
attention  upon  the  promiles  that  relate  to  them,  fo  as  to 
lofe  view  of  our  interefl  in  God's  favor,  and  the  progrefs  of 
our  fanftification.  All  the  temporal  promifes  in  fcripture 
are  made  to  the  children  of  God  as  fuch,  and  for  carrying 
on  the  purpoies  of  his  grace  in  them. — Your  heavenly 
Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  thefe  things.  There 
is  no  promife  in  the  whole  volume  of  infpiration  to  the 
wicked  and  impenitent.  "  There  is  no  peace,  faith  my 
41  God,  to  the  wicked."  He  will  either  rebuke  them  in 
his  wrath  andychallen  them  in  his  hot  difpleafure,  or  give 
them  up  to  a  curfed,  hardening,  Jtupifying  profperity, 
than  which,  no  ftatc  on  earth,  is  more  to  be  dreaded. — 
Chriftian !  never  fuffer  an  anxiety  about  your  outward 
ftate  to  fupplant  or  go  before,  or  even  to  be  feparated  from 
a  concern,  that  you  may  not  be  found  wanting  when 
weighed  In  the  balance  of  the  lan&uary. 
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3.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  adore  the  wifdom,  juftice  and 
mercy  of  God,  in  tlje  order  he  hath  eftablifhed,  according 
to  the  different  nature  of  the  promifes.  That  which  is  of 
moll,  nay,  properly  fpeaking,  of  unfpeakable  value,  and 
radically  contains  all  the  reft,  is  placed  fiVfl  in  order,  and 
offered  in  the  mod  free  and  gracious  manner,  without 
•money  and  without  price.  Salvation  is  preached  to  the 
chief  of  finners,  and  a  Saviour  held  forth  as  able  to  lave 
to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  to  God  by  him.  Many 
iifes  might  be  made  of  this,  but  the  fingle  ufe  I  intend  to 
make  of  it,  at  prefent,  as  connected  with  the  duty  of  truft, 
is  to  filence  the  complaints  of  envy  and  impatience.  How 
prone  are  many  to  look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  the  more 
extenfive  pofleffions  and  greater  apparent  outward  com- 
fort which  others  enjoy?  Does  it  not  aftonifli  you  to  think 
how  much  unbelief  and  ingratitude  there  is  in  thofe  re- 
pining thoughts  ?  Meannefs  of  rank,  and  poverty  of  Hate, 
are  no  hinderance  at  all  to  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  a 
right  to  everl ailing  life.  Nay,  the  gofpel  is  preached  to 
the  poor. — Many  a  Lazarus  has  been  carried  by  the  an- 
gels to  Abraham's  bofom,  while  the  rich  and  luxurioi-s 
have  lifted  up  their  eyes  in  torments.  Will  you,  can  youf 
dare  you  then  complain?  Will  you  envy  the  man  of  the 
world,  his  ftately  palace — his  elegant  furniture,  and  his 
fumptuous  fare  ?  What  is  the  ampleft  portion  in  the  pre- 
fent life  compared  with  the  fure  mercies  of  David?  What 
child  of  God  would  exchange  with  any  wicked  man  a 
prifon  for  a  palace,  or  a  fcaffold  for  a  throne  ? 

I  befeech  you  to  add  to  all  this,  that,  even  with  regard 
to  prefent  peace  or  comfort,  there  is  no  comparifon  be- 
tween a  good  man  and  a  bad.  "  A  man's  life  doth  not 
"  confilt  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  poflefles." 
This  is  a  truth  not  only  often  repeated  in  the  facred  ora- 
cles, but  written  in  the  cleared  and  mod  legible  charac- 
ters in  the  hiftory  of  Providence. — Nay,  even  indepen- 
dently of  virtue  or  religion  itfelf,  every  human  calamity, 
whether  arifing  from  ficknefs,  reproach,  contention,  fear, 
or  ungratified  defire,  rages  with  greater  violence  in  the 
higher,  than  in  the  lower  ftations  of  life.  A  vain  and 
conceited  monarch  once  fent  to  afk  at  an  heathen  oracle, 
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who  was  the  happieft  man  on  earth  ?  and  met  with  a  de* 
fcrvcd  dt  fa  p  point  ment  in  the  reply.  If  we  ihould  put  a 
queflion  much  more  profitable,  as  well  as  much  more  ea- 
fily  refolved,  in  what  rank  of  life  the  moftexquifke  human 
mifery  has  been  found  ?  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  ought  to 
be  anfwered,  upon  a  throne.  Experience  will  always  ra- 
tify the  wife  man's  obfervarion  :  Better  is  a  dinner  of 
herbs  where  lave  ist  than  a  stalled  ox  and  hatred  there* 
with*  A  fanftified  lot  is  an  inefiimablc  treafiire.  The 
bleffing  of  God  on  a  cruife  of  oil*  and  a  pot  of  meal,  Is 
better  than  inexhauftible  mines  of  gold  and  filver.  What 
caufe  of  contentment  and  patience  to  the  child  of  God  ! 
In  the  I  aft  place,  you  may  learn  from  what  has  been 
faid  on  the  fubjeft,  what  is  the  plained,. the  fliorteft,  and 
indeed  the  only  fure  way  to  deliverance  from  d  litre  ft  or 
calamity  of  whatever  kind.  It  is  to  fly  to  the  mercy  of 
God  through  the  blood  of  Chrill,  to  renew  the  exercifes  of 
Faith  in  him,  and*  in  proportion  as  it  pleafcs  God  to  fill 
you  w*ith  all  joy  and  peace  m  believing,  you  will  perceive 
every  other  covenant-blefling  flow  clear  and  unmixed 
from  this  inexhaufted  fource.  It  will  lead  to  repentance, 
humiliation  and  fubmitGon.  The  fanftified  ufe  of  the  af- 
fliftion  will  be  obtained,  and  this  brings  deliverance  of  it- 
felf ;  for  no  rod  will  be  continued  Ipnger,  than  it  hath  an: 
fwered  its  end.  At  any  rate,  when  fuffering  is  necefiary, 
grace,  to  fuffer  with  patience,  fhall  not  be  withheld. — 
Would  you  have  any  more,  and  is  not  this  remedy  always 
at  hand?  Can  the  pooreft  man  fay  it  is  not  within  the 
reach  of  his  purfe  ?  It  is,  at  once,  effe&ual  and  univerfal. 
It  was  once  faid  in  contempt  of  a  worthy  and  pious  mi- 
ni iter,  that  he  made  fo  much  of  the  blood  of  Chrilt,  that 
he  would  apply  it  even  to  a  broken  bone.  But  bating 
what  may  be  thought  indecent  in  the  expreffion,  chofen 
on  purpofe  to  bring  a  good  man  into  ridicule,  the  thing 
itfelf,  I  make  bold  to  affirm,  is  a  great  and  a  precious 
truth.  Faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  makes  a  man  fuperior 
to  all  fuffer ings.  It  foftens  their  afpeft — it  abates  their  fc- 
verity — nay,  it  changes  their  nature,  When  a  man  is 
under  diftrefs  or  calamity  of  any  kind,  and  conliders  it 
«mry  in  itfelf,  and  independently  of  his  relation  to  God, 


Trust  in  God. 


aoi 


it  retains  its  old  nature,  and  taftes  with  all  the  bitternefs  of 
the  original  curfe  ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  as  limited  in 
its  nature — in  its  meafure  and  its  continuance  by  a  kind 
Saviour,  the  believer  fubmits  to  it  with  patience,  as  a  part 
of  his  Creator's  will ;  bears  it  with  patience  in  his  Re- 
deemer's  ftrength,  and  fometimes  is  enabled  to  embrace 
it  with  pleafure,  as  ferving  to  carry  him  to  his  Father's 
prefence.  Is  this  going  too  far  ?  No,  my  dear  brethren  ; 
thefe  are  great  realities  to  which  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
experience  of  his  faints,  bear  united  evidence.  Many 
here  prefent,  I  doubt  not,  have  been  witneffes  of  this  truth 
in  the  carriage  of  their  relations  now  with  God ;  and  not 
a  few,  I  truft,  will  repeat  the  teftimony  to  fucceeding  ages. 
I  conclude  all  with  that  animated  paffage  of  the  apoftle 
Paul — 2  Cor.  iv.  16,  17.  u  f  or  which  caufe  we  faint  not; 
41  but  though  our  outward  man  perifli,  yet  the  inward  man 
44  is  renewed  day  by  clay.  For  our  light  affli&ion,  which 
44  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed* 
44  ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 


Vol.  II. 
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SERMON   27. 


Proverbs  xxx.  7,  8,  9. 

Two  things  have  I  required  of thee,  deny  me  t/iem  not  before 
J  die  :  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies;  give  me  neither 
poverty  nor  riches  ;  feed  me  -with  food  convenient  for  me, 
/est  I  be  full  and  deny  thee ,  and  say,  who  is  the  Lord}  or 
lest  I  be  poor  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in 
vain.—* 


My  Brethren, 

OU  R  dependent  condition  as  creatures,  and  much 
more  our  dangerous  condition  as  Tinners,  expofed 
to  daily  temptation,  renders  prayer  a  duty  of  the  moftab- 
folute  neceffity.  You  muft  all  be  fenfible,  how  frequent 
and  preffing  the  exhortations  to  it  are  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  And,  indeed,  there  cannot  be  a  better  evidence 
of  a  right  temper  of  mind,  than  an  habitual  difpofition  to 
the  exercife  of  this  duty. 

But  as  prayer  is  a  neceflary  duty,  we  ought  to  give  tha 
greater  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  performed. 
We  ought  to  afk  only  for  fuch  things  as  are  truly  fafe  and 
ufeful.  We  ought  alfo  to  offer  up  our  prayers  with  im. 
portunity,  or  referve,  according  to  the  nature  and  corn* 
parative  importance  of  thoft  bleffings  we  defire  to  obtain," 
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All  our  wants  are  perfectly  known  to  God ;  he  is  alfo  the 
beft  judge  of  what  is  fit  for  us,  and  therefore,  our  petitions 
Jhouki  be  well  weighed,  and  exprefled  in  fuch  terms,  as, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  intimate  our  defires,  leave 
much  to  himfelfj  as  to  the  meafure  and  manner  of  fatis- 
fying  them. 

We  have  an  excellent  example  of  this  pious  and  pru- 
dent conduft,  in  the  prayer  of  the  prophet  Agur,  juil  read 
in  your  hearing,  All  his  requefls  are  fummed  up  in  two 
general  heads.  Thefe  he  feems  to  infift  upon,  as  abfolute- 
Jy  neceffary  to  afk,  with  that  humble,  holy  confidence 
which  is  founded  on  the  divine  promife,  that  if  we  afk  any 
thing  agreeable  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us.  He  fcems  alfo 
tosiik  them,  as  whivt  would  fully  fatisfy  him,  and  be  fuffi- 
cientforthe  comfort  of  the  prefent  life,  and  the  happinefs 
of  the  life  to  come.  u  Two  things,"  fays  he,  **  have  I  re- 
w  quired  of  thee,  deny  me  them  not  before,"  or,  as  it 
ought  rather  to  be  tranflated,  **  until  I  die*'* 

Thefe  tworequefts  are  conceived  in  the  following  terms 
-^u  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies,  give  me  neither 
V  poverty  nor  riches-"  The  firft,  viz.  "  remove  far  from 
"  me  vanity  and  lies/'  evidently  relates  to  the  temper  of 
Jiis  mind,  and  the  (late  of  his  foul-  The  fecond,  viz- 
44  give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches,"  relates  to  his  out- 
ward condition  or  circumflances  in  the  prefent  life.  There 
are  two  things  in  the  general  ftruoture  of  this  comprehen- 
sive prayer,  that  merit  you  particular  attention.  Firft, 
The  order  of  his  requeft ;  beginning  with  what  is  of  moll 
importance,  the  temper  of  his* mind,  and  his  hope  towards 
God;  and  then  adding,  as  but  deferving  the  fecond  place, 
what  related  to  his  prefent  accommodation. 

Secondly,  The  connection  of  his  requefts.  The  choice 
he  makes  as  to  his  temporal  condition,  is  in  immediate 
and  direct  fubferviency  to  his.fandtification.  This  is  plain 
from  th.e  arguments  with  which  he  prpfies,  or  the  reafon§ 
which  he  afltgns  for  his  fecond  petition.  **  Give  me  nei- 
"  ther  poverty  nor  riches,  led  I  be  full  and  deny  thee, 
"  and  fay,  who  is'the  JLord  ?  or  left  I  be  poor  and  fteal, 
i\  ^nd  take  the  napic  of  my  Ggd  in  yain." 
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My  brethren,  I  am  perfuaded  that  this  fubject  can  hard- 
ly be,  at  any  time,  unfeafonable  to  a  Chriftian  aflembly,- 
as  our  mifplaced,  exceffive,  and  unreaibnable  defires  are 
the  greateft  enemies  to  our  progrefs  in  holinefs,  as  well  as 
to  our  comfort  and  peace.  Perhaps,  however  j  there  are 
fome  circumfiances  that  render  it  peculiarly  proper  for 
this  auditory.  Young  perfons  are  very  apt  to  cherifh  vaft 
and  boundlefs  defires  as  to  outward  Things;  and  having 
not  yet  experienced  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  world,  are  apt 
to  entertain  exceffive  and  extravagant  hopes.  The  truth 
is,  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old,  may  here  receive  a  lef- 
fon  of  the  utmoft  moment. 

Let  me  therefore  intreat  your  attention,  while  I  endea- 
vor to  open  and  improve  this  paffage  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures ;  beginning,  at  this  time,  with  the  firft  requeft        1 
**  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies." 
-    In  difcourfing  on  which,  I  will  endeavor, 

» 

I.  To  explain  the  import  of  it,  or  fhew  at  what  it  chief- 
ly points,  and  to  what  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  extend. 

II.  Apply  the  fubje6t  for  your  inftru&ion  and  dire&i- 
pn. 

I.  I  am  to  explain  the  import  of  the  prophet's  prayer, 
or  (hew  at  what  it  chiefly  points,  and  to  what  it  may  be 
fuppofed  to  extend,  in  the  petition,  "  Remove  far  from 
*'  me  vanity  and  lies."  The  word  vanity ',  efpecially  when 
it  is  joined,  as  it  is  frequently  in  fcripture,  with  lying,  or 
lies,  is  of  a  very  large  and  comprehenfive  fignification. 
The  word  in  the  original,  tranflated  vanity,  properly  fig* 
nifies lightness  or  emptiness;  and  lies  fignify falsehood, 
in  opposition  to  truth. 

I  imagine  we  (hall  have  a  clear  conception,  both  of  the 
meaning  and  force  of  this  phrafe,  if  we  make  the  follow- 
ing remark :  God  himfelf  is  the  great  fountain  of  life  and 
exiftence;  the  great  t  AM,  as  he  emphatically  ftyles  him- 
felf to  Mofes;  the  original  and  the  only  reality,  if  I  may 
fo  fpeak.  All  other  beings  have  only  a  dependent  and 
precarious  exiftence ;  fo  tfiat  the  creation  itfelf,  though 
jiis  own  work,  compared  to  him,  is  vanity.    u  Vanity  o€ 
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**  vanities,  faith  the  preacher,  vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  va« 
**  nity.'*  Therefore,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  word  is 
often  u  fed  to  denote  the  folly  of  all  idolatrous  worfhip;  or 
the  giving  the  refpeft  and  honor  to  any  thing  etfe,  which 
is  due  to  God  alone-  lfc  They  have  moved  me  to  jealoufy 
*'  with  that  which  is  not  GodT  they  have  provoked  me  Id 
u  anger  with  their  vanities.  Are  there  any  among  the 
**  vanities  of  the  Gentiles,  that  can  caufe  rain  ;  or  can 
*l  the  heavens  give  fhowers,  art  thou  not  he,  O  Lord  our 
«  God." 

Sometimes  it  is  ufed  to  denote  the  folly  or  unprofitable- 
ness of  any  vice,  and  particularly  of  an  ill-founded  con- 
ceit  of  ourfelves,  as  well  as  of  all  fraud  and  diflimulation* 
in  word  or  aftion.  So  that  this  prayer  for  our  fouls,  fhort 
as  it  appears  to  be,  when  coniklered  in  its  full  extent,  will 
be  found  to  contain  a  great  variety  of  important  matter,— 
This  I  fhall  endeavor  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of,  under 
the  following  particulars. 

i.  We  are  hereby  taught  to  pray,  that  we  may  be  pre- 
ferved  by  divine  grace,  from  all  falfe  and  erroneous  priii* 
ciples  in  religion;  fo  as  we  may  neither  be  deceived  by 
them  ourfelves,  nor  any  way  inftrumental  in  deceiving 
others.  This,  by  what  has  been  faid  of  the  ufe  of  the 
words  in  fcripture,  appears  to  be  implied  in  the  requeft, 
and  it  is  of  more  moment  than  fome  are  willing  to  allow. 
The  underftanding  being  the  leading  faculty,  an  error 
tbere^  fpreads  its  unhappy  influence  through  the  whole 
temper  and  life.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  light  in  the 
mind  produces  fidelity  and  fecurity  in  the  conference,  and 
tehdernefs  in  the  converfation.  You  may  obferve,  that 
through  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  idolatry, 
or  a  departure  from  the  knowledge  and  worfhip  of  the  true 
God,  is  the  leading  fin,  and  the  fruitful  fource  of  every 
other  vicious  praftice.  We  fometimes,  indeed,  feem  to 
ftand  afloniflied  at  the  exceflive  pronenefs  of  the  ancient 
Jews  to  this  fin.  But  we  need  only  a  little  reflection  to 
difcover,  that  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  continues  the  fame 
at  bottom,  and  daily  produces  the  like  dangerous  effe&s. 
How  prone  have  men  been  in  all  ages,  to  depart  from  the 
fimplicity  of  the  truth      In  how  many  different  fhapes 
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have  they  perverted  it !  One  age,  or  one  country,  has 
been  polluted  by  one  error,  and  anothet  by  an  oppofite, 
impelled  by  the  unliable  and  irregular  fancies  of  men  of 
corrupt  minds.  In  the  laft  age,  the  great  theme  of  the 
carnal  reafoner  was,  to  attempt  to  expofe  the  fcripture 
do&rine  of  God's  certain  knowledge,  and  precife  ordina- 
tion of  all  events ;  and  in  this,  fate  and  neceffity  have 
become  the  ftrong  hold  of  infidelity,  and  are  embraced,  or 
feem  to  be  embraced,  by  every  enemy  of  true  religion 
without  exception.  Error,  Ihifting  its  ground,  indeed,  is 
but  natural ;  for  lying  vanities  are  innumerable ;  but  the 
true  God  is  the  fame  44  yeflerday,  to  day,  and  forever." 

At  this  very  time,  how  abounding  and  prevalent  is  in* 
fidelity,  calling  in  queltion  the  mod  important  and  fun* 
damental  principles,  both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion! 
And  how  properly  is  this  defcribed,  by  the  cxpreffion  in 
the  text,  vanity  and  lies;  for  it  always  takes  its  rife  from 
the  pride  and  vanity  of  the  human  heart!  Sometimes  a 
pride  of  understanding,  which  afpires  to  pafs  judgment  on 
things  far  above  its  reach,  and  condemn  things  long  be* 
fore  they  are  examined  and  underftood:  Sometimes,  alfo* 
from  a  pride  of  heart,  or  felf-fufficiency,  that  is  unable  to 
endure  the  humbling  and  mortifying  view,  given  us  in 
fcripture,  of  our  charafter  and  (late.  Oh  how  readily  do 
men  turn  afide  from  the  truth !  With  what  greedinefs  do 
they  drink  in  the  flattering  but  deftrucYive  poifon  !  Need 
I  point  out  to  you  the  fatal  eflefts  of  fuch  principles  taking 
place?  It  loolens  the  obligations  to  obedience,  takes  off 
the  edge  of  the  reproofs  of  confeience,  and  thus  removing 
reftraints,  leaves  men,  in  the  emphatical  language  of  the 
holy  fcripture,  "to  walk  in  the  ways  of  their  own  hearts, 
44  and  in  the  fi^ht  of  their  own  eyes." 

But  in  this  requeft,  "  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
"  lies,"  1  would  not  have  you  confine  your  views  to  the 
mod  >rrofs  infidelity  and  avowed  oppofition  to  God.  Pray 
alio,  that  you  may  be  preferved  from  error,  or  miftake  of 
any  kind  ;  but  efpecially  fuch  as  have  the  greateft  influ- 
ence on  the  fubftance  of  religion. 

A  clear  apprehenfion  of  the  holy  nature,  and  righteous 
government  of  God — the  infinite  evil  of  fin — the  founda- 
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tion  of  our  peace  in  the  blood  of  the  atonement — and  the 
renewing  of  our  natures  by  the  Holy  Ghofi,  feem  to  me 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  true  and  undefiled  religion.  And 
they  are  the  truths,  which  particularly  fcrve  to  exalt  the 
Creator,  ami  lay  the  creature  in  the  dutt.  When,  there- 
fore, wc  confider  how  grateful  to  corrupt  nature  every 
thing  is,  that  tends  to  fofter  pride — to  create  fecurity,  and 
fet  the  mind  at  zzfe,  in  the  indulgence  of  fin  ;  we  mult  be 
fenfible  of  how  great  importance  it  is,  to  pray  for  divine 
direction,  and  divine  prefervation.  Nothing  is  more  dan- 
gerous to  men  than  confidence  and  preemption — nothing 
more  ufeful  in  faith  and  pra&ice,  than  humility  and  fcli- 
deniah 

2.  This  prayer  implies,  a  defiretlnt  we  may  be  pre* 
ferved  from  fetting  our  affe&ions  on  fuch  objects,  as  are 
but  vain  and  unfatisfying,  and  will,  in  thecndt  difappoint 
our  expectation.  I  take  this  to  be  not  only  a  part,  but  a 
very  important  part  of  the  prophet's  meaning.  The 
world  is  the  great  fource  of  temptation;  the  powerful  and 
unhappy  influence  of  which  we  may  daily  fee?  or  rather, 
all  of  us  daily  and  fenftbly  feel.  What  is  it  poflefles  the 
fancy,  mifleads  the  judgment,  inflames  the  affeftions, 
confumes  the  time,  and  ruins  the  foul,  but  thefe  prefent 
enjoyments,  of  which  the  wifeft  of  men,  after  a  full  trial 
of  them,  hath  left  us  their  charadter  vanity  of  vanities. 

I  am  fenfible  that  I  have  now  entered  upon  a  fubjeft* 
Which  is  far  from  being  difficult  to  enlarge  upon,  and  yet 
perhaps,  very  difficult  to  treat  with  propriety,  or  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  have  the  intended  effect  There  is  no- 
thing more  eafy  than,  in  a  bold  declamatory  way,  to  draw 
piftures  of  the  vanity  of  human  life.  It  hath  been  done 
by  thoufands,  when,  after  ill  their  broken  fchemes,  and 
difappointed  views,  they  have  juft  fuffered  fliipwreck  up* 
on  the  coaft  of  the  enchanted  land  of  hope.  But  from  fuch 
men  we  may  expeft  to  hear  the  language  of  defpair,  ra- 
ther than  of  experience ;  and  as  it  is  too  late  for  the  in- 
ftri&ion  of  the  fufferers,  fo  it  very  rarely  has  any  effedk 
in  warning  others  to  avoid  the  danger.  What  I  would, 
therefore,  willingly  attempt,  is,  to  confider  thifc  matter  in 
a  fober  fcrj  ptural  Jight ;  if  fo  be  that  it  may  pleafe  God 
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to  Carry  convidlion  to  our  hearts,  and  make  it  truly  ufe- 
ful,  both  to  fpeaker  and  hearers. 

Let  me,  therefore,  my  brethren,  point  out  to  yon,  pre- 
cifely,  wherein  the  vanity  of  the  world  lieth.  The  world, 
In  itfelf,  is  the  workmanfhip  of  God,  and  every  thing  that 
is  done  in  it,  is  by  the  ordination,  or  penniffion  of  God* 
As  fuch,  it  is  good,  and  may  be  ufed  in  fubferviency  to 
his  honor,  and  our  own  peace.  But  through  the  corrup- 
tion of  our  nature,  the  creature  becomes  the  rival  and 
competitor  of  the  Creator  for  our  hearts.— When  we  place 
our  fupreme  happinefs  upon  it,  inftead  of  making  it  a 
mean  of  leading  us  to  God,  then  its  inherent  vanity  im- 
mediately appears. — When  men  allow  themfelves  in  the 
indulgence  of  vicious  pleafures,  how  juftly  may  they  be 
called  vanity  and  lies?  They  are  fmiling  and  inviting  to 
appearance,  but  how  dreadful  and  deftru&ive  in  their  ef* 
fefts  ?  "  Whoredom  and  wine,  and  new  wine  take  away 
c<  the  heart."  Thofe  who  refufe  to  be  confined  by  the 
laws  of  piety  and  fobriety,  vainly  think  they  are  walking 
at  liberty,  when  they  are  bringing  themfelves  into  fub. 
jeftion  to  the  fevered  and  moll  inflexible  of  all  maftersJ 
Read  the  juft  and  (Inking  defcription,  by  Solomon,  of  the 
effefts  of  whoredom ;' and  refleft  on  the  innumerable  ca- 
lamities brought,  in  every  age,  on  perfons  and  families 
by  unbridled  luft.  See  alfo  the  effedls  of  intemperance 
and  excefs — M  Wine  is  a  mocker,  ftrong  drink  is  raging, 
f4  and  whofoever  is  deceived  thereby  is  not  wife."  And 
again :  <c  the  drunkard  and  glutton  (hall  come  to  poverty. 
"  Look  not  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth 
"  its  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  itfelf  aright ;  at 
•*  laft,  it  biteth  like  a  ferpent,  and  ftingeth  like  an  adder." 

Think  on  the  unhappy  confequences,  ofdiflionefty  and 
fraud.  u  Bread  of  deceit  is  fweet  to  a  man,  but  after- 
lc  wards  his  mouth  (hall  be  filled  with  gravel.1' — You  may 
alfo  fee,  in  innumerable  paflages  of  fcripture,  that  oppref- 
fion  of  others,  as  it  is  a  fin  of  the  deepeft  dye,  fo  it  is  often 
remarkably  overtaken,  and  punilhed  in  the  courfe  of  Pro- 
vidence, even  in  the  prefent  life.  "  Envy  thou  not  the 
"  oppreflfor,  and  choofe  none  of  his  ways;  for  the  froward 
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"  is  abomination  to  the  Lord,  but  his  fecret  is  with  the 
44  righteous*     The  curfe  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  boufe  of  the 

*  wicked,  but  he  bleffeth  the  habitation  of  the  jufV' 

But  there  is  fomething  more  in  this  requeft,  than  being 
preferved  from  practices  dire£tiy  vicious  ;  for  the  felting 
of  our  hearts  upon  worldly  things,  and  making  them  our 
chief  portion  and  ddight,  is  certainly  feeking  after  vanity 
and  lies.  They  are  far  from  affording  that  happinefs  and 
peace,  which  we  demand  of  them,  and  expeft  from  them. 
"  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  than  the 
41  riches  of  many  wicked,1*  Can  there  be  any  thing  more 
comfortable  to  experience,  than  that  ftrong  exprelfion — ■ 
**  Thou  prepared  a  table  for  me  in  the  pre  fence  of  mine 
14  enemies,  thou  anointed  my  head  with  oilT  my  cup  run- 
■■  neth  over/1  You  may  alfo  find  in  the  word  of  God* 
many  warnings  of  the  folly  of  thofe,  who  travel  in  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  put  their  truft  in  man.  "Surely 
**  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity,  and  men  of  high  degree 
*'  are  a  lie.  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in  the  ion 
"  of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help.  Happy  is  he  that 
M  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whole  hope  is  in  the 
"  Lord  his  God."  But  the  mo  ft  com  prelien  five  remark 
of  all  upon  this  fubjeft  is,  that  human  life  itfelf  is  fo  ex- 
ceedingly precarious,  that  it  mud  write  'vanity  and  emp- 

*  tinefs1  on  every  thing,  the  pofleffion  and  ufe  of  which  is 
confined  to  the  prefent  ilate.  u  Behold  thou  had  made 
4t  my  days  as  an  hand-breadth,"  AVhat  a  fir  iking  picture 
does  our  Lord  draw  of  the  vanity  of  human  happinefs, 
in  that  parable  of  the  ground  of  the  rich  man,  which 
brought  forth  plentifully  ?  ?  And  he  thought  within  him- 
A<  felf,  faying,  what  (hall  I  do,  becaufe  I  have  no  room 
u  where  to  bellow  my  fruits?" — And  while  this  man  is 
-feduloufly  employed  in  making  provifion  for  a  long  and 
happy  life,  "God  faid  unto  him,  thou  fool,  this  night  ftiall 
"thy  foul  be  required  of  thee,  then  whofe  (hall  thofe  things 
•c  be  which  thou  haft  provided  ?" 

The  whole  of  the  preceding  reprefentation  may  be 
iummed  up  in  this  excellent  fentence  of  the  wife  man  : 
44  The  wicked  worketh a  deceitful  work;  but  to  him  that 
41  foweth  rightcoufly  fliail  be  a furerewartL'' 
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Now,  my  brethren,  need  I  add,  how  prone  we  are  to 
be  led  aftray,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  by  fuch  "  vanity 
44  and  lies  ?" — I  do  not  infift  upon  the  many  vi&ims, 
which,  in  every  age,  have  been  feen  to  fall  by  the  deftruc- 
tive  hand  of  vice.  How  many  have  been  ruined  by  luft, 
flain  by  intemperance,  or  beggared  by  difhonefty !  But  I 
intreat  you  panicularly  to  obferve,  that  when  we  fet  our 
affedtions  immoderately  upon  any  earthly  object  or  enjoy- 
ment, or  when  they  are  not  truly  fanCtified,  how  much 
they  difappoint  our  expectation  in  pofleffion,  and  what 
fcenes  of  diflrefs  we  prepare  for  ourfelves  by  their  re- 
moval. 

3.  This  requeft,  "remove  for  from  me  vanity  and  lies," 
implies,  that  God  would  gracioufly  preferve  us  from  de- 
ceiving ourfelves,  and  thinking  our  character  better,  and 
our  Hate  fafer  than  it  really  is.  When  we  take  a  view  of 
the  flate  of  the  world,  and  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have 
not  yet  cad  off  all  belief  of  eternity  and  a  judgment  to 
come,  it  is  impoflible  to  account  for  their  fecurity,  but  by 
a  great  degree  of  felf  deceit.  We  may  fay  of  them  with 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  "He  feedeth  of  afhes;  a  deceived  heart 
44  hath  turned  him  afide,  that  he  cannot  deliver  his  foul, 
44  nor  fay,  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ?,f  And  from 
the  reprefentation  given  by  our  Saviour,  it  is  plain,  that 
many  fhall  continue  in  their  mi  flake,  and  only  be  unde» 
ceived  at  the  lad  day.  "  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me, 
44  Lord,  Lord,  fhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
How  awful  a  reflection  this !  How  dreadful  a  difappoint* 
menttodifcoverour  mifery,  only  when  there  is  no  more 
hope  of  efcaping  it !  Is  there  not  a  poflibility  of  this  being 
the  cafe  with  many  of  you,  my  brethren;  and  do  you  not 
tremble  at  the  thought  ?  I  would  not  with  any,  in  gene- 
ral, to  give  way  to  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  or  flavifli  fear ;  but 
the  beft  of  the  children  of  God  have  often  difcovered  this 
holy jealoufyof themfelves.  "Who  can  underftand  his 
44  errors?  Gleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults*  Keep  back 
44  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous  fins  ;  let  them  nQt 
44  have  dominion  over  me,  then  fhall  I  be  upright,  and  I 
44  fhall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranfgreffion,"  And 
•gain;  "Search  me,  OGod,  and  know  my  heart;  ts^r 
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u  |ite,  and  know  my  thoughts;  and  fee  if  there  be  any 
"  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting," 

This  leads  me  naturally  to  add  upon  this  fubjeft,  that 
we  ought  to  pray  for  preservation  from  felf- deceit,  as  to 
particular  branches  of  our  character  and  conduft,  as  vveil 
as  our  general  (late, — Many,  even  upon  the  whole  good 
men,  are  occafionally  and  infenfihly  brought,  for  a  feafon, 
under  the  direction  of  finful  paJfions.  They  may  be  in- 
dulging themfelves  without  fufpicion,  in  what  is,  notwith- 
fianding  really  provoking  to  God,  injurious  or  often  five  to 
others,  and,  in  the  iffue,  hurtful  to  their  own  pence.  They 
maybe  making  an  enjoyment  a  talent,  a  relation  an  idol, 
when  they  think  they  are  keeping  within  the  bounds  of 
duty.  They  may  be  indulging  a  linful  refentment,  when 
they  think  they  are  promoting  the  glory  of  God,  Many 
an  excufe  for  neglecting  commanded  duty,  from  prudence 
or  difficulty,  f.ttisfies  our  fe  Ives,  which  will  not  Hand  in  the 
day  of  trial.  What  reafon  ibr  the  prophet's  prayer  in  the 
fenfe  juft  now  affigned,  y  Ketnove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
*  lies/' 

4.  In  the  next  place,  this  rcqueft  implies,  a  defire  to 
be  prelerved  from  pride  and  felf-conceit,  upon  any  fubjeft, 
There  is  not  any  thing  that  affords  a  ftronger  evidence  of 
our  being  unacquainted  with  ourlelves,  and  our  own  ftate, 
than  that  propenfity  to  pride  and  vanity,  which  is  fo  com* 
mon  to  us  all.  It  is  thought  by  many,  that  pride  was  the 
£n  of  the  angels,  that  caft  them  down  to  hell-  It  is  plain, 
that  pride  was  the  main  ingredient  in  the  fir  It  fin  of  man. 
And  perhaps  it  is  a  juft  and  proper  defcription  of  all  fin  as 
fuch,  that  it  is  a  dethroning  of  God,  and  fetting  up  felf  to 
beloved,  honored  and  ferved  in  his  room.  This  fin  is 
by  no  means  confined  to  the  word  of  men,  in  whom  it 
hath  an  abfolutc  dominion;  but  retains  and  difcovers  an 
unhappy  influence  in  the  very  beft. — Every  thing  may  be 
the  fuel  of  pride:  our  perfons,  our  performances,  our  re- 
lations, our  poffeffions ;  nay,  fo  pliable,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  prepofterous  is  this  difpofition,  that  men  are  found 
fometimes  proud  of  their  very  vices  and  defefts.  But 
how  ill  do  pride  and  vanity  fuit  fuch  poor  mortals  as  we 
are,   who  ieem  bom  but  to  die  ?— Who  after  paffing 
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through  a  longer  or  fhorter  feries  of  weakness,  difap- 
pointments  and  troubles,  tnuft,  at  laft,  be  laid  in  the  filent 
grave,  to  moulder  in  the  dud.  We  are  dependant  crea- 
tures, who  have  nothing,  and  can  have  nothing  but  what 
we  receive  from  the  unmerited  favor  of  God.  We  are 
unwife  and  ignorant  creatures,  who  know  nothing  to  the 
bottom,  and  therefore,  are  liable  to  continual  miftakes  in 
our  conduft.  Thofc  among  us,  who  luve  the  greateft 
comprehenfion  of  mind,  and  know  mod,  as  it  ferves  to 
fliew  the  comparative  ignorance  of  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
fo  it  ferves  to  convince  themfelves  how  little  they  do 
know,  and  how  little  they  can -know  after  all,  compared 
with  what  is  to  them  unfearchable. 

But  above  all,  we  are  finful  creatures,  who  have  render- 
ed ourfelves,  by  our  guilt,  the  jult  objedts  of  divine  difplea- 
fure.  Is  there  any  who  dares  to  plead  exemption  from 
this  charafter  ?  And  do  pride  and  vanity  become  thofe, 
to  whom  they  manifeftly  belong  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more 
foolilh,  than  indulging  fuch  difpofitions?  There  is  a  veiy 
jufl  expreffion  of  one  of  the  apocryphal  writers:  "  Pride 
'*  was  not  made  for  man,  nor  a  high  look  for  him  that  is 
44  born  of  a  woman."  Indeed  they  are  fo  evidently  un- 
fuitable  to  our  (late  and  circumfiances,  that  one  would 
think,  we  fhould  need  no  higher  principle  than  our  own 
reafon  and  obfervation  to  keep  us  free  from  them.  We 
do,  however,  need  the  moft  earned  and  affiduous  addreff- 
es  to  the  throne  of  grace,  to  have  all  pride  and  vanity  re- 
moved from  us. — How  hateful  is  pride  to  God  !  We  are 
told,  "  he -refifteth  the  proud."  On  the  contrary,  nodif- 
pofttion  is  more  amiable  in  his  fight,  than  humility.  ••  He 
44  giveth  grace  to  the  humble."  And  again :  *'  To  this 
14  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  con- 
M  trite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word.  For  thus  faith 
iC  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whole 
41  name  is  holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with 
44  him  alfo,  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit ;  to  re- 
44  vive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of 
44  the  contrite  ones." 

It  mull,  therefore,  be  the  duty,  and  intereft  of  every 
good  man,  not  only  to  refill  pride  and  vanity,  but  to 
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make  it  a  part  of  his  daily  fupplication  to  God*  that  he 
may  efie&ually  b^  delivered  from  both. 

5,  In  the  lafl  place  :  This  requefl  implies  a  defire  to  be 
delivered  from  fraud  and  difiunulation  of  every  kind.  It 
is  one  of  the  glorious  attributes  of  God,  that  he  is  a  God 
of  truth,  who  will  not,  and  who  cannot  lie.  He  alfo  re- 
auircs  of  all  his  fervants,  and  is  delighted  with  truth  in 
the  inward  parts*  But  there  feems  tobefonie  difficulty 
in  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  more  than  in  the  others.  Some 
will  fay*  why  pray  to  be  delivered  from  fraud  and  diffimu- 
liititm  ?  This  might  be  an  exhortation  to  the  finner,  but 
cannot  be  the  prayer  of  the  penitent.  If  they  are  fmcere 
in  their  prayer,  it  feems  impoffibte  there  can  be  any  dan- 
ger of  fraud.  Fraud  implies  deliberation  and  defign  ;  and 
though  it  may  be  concealed  from  others  upon  whom  it  is 
cxercifedi  it  can  never  be  concealed  from  the  perfon  in 
whom  it  dwells,  and  by  whom  it  is  contrived.  This  is 
the  very  language  offoine  reafoners,  who  infer  from  it, 
that  though  there  are  many  other  fins  to  which  a  man  may 
be  liable  without  knowing  it,  yet  this  can  never  be  the 
cafe  with  dilli  mutation. 

But,  my  brethren,  if  we  confidcr  how  apt  men  are* 
^pon  a  fudjden  temptation  of  fear  or  fhame,  or  the  prof- 
pefit  of  fome  advantage  to  themfelves,  to  depart  from  firifit 
veracity,  and  even  to  juftify  to  dieir  own  minds,  fome 
kinds  and  degrees  of  deceptions,  we  (hall  fee  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  making  this  a  part  of  our  prayer  to  God.  Nay* 
perhaps  I  may  go  further  and  fay,  that  we  are  as  ready  to 
deceive  ourfelves  in  this  point  as  in  any  other. 

Upon  this  important  fubjeft,  there  is  one  confideration 
to  which  I  earneftly  intreat  your  attention.  Thorough  fin* 
cerity,  fimplicity  and  truth,  upon  every  fubjeft,  have,  in 
the  world,  fo  much  the  appearance  of  weaknefs ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  being  able  to  manage  and  over-reach  others, 
has  fo  much  the  appearance  of  fuperior  wifdom,  that  men 
are  very  liable  to  temptation  from  this  quarter.  It  is  to 
be  lamented  that  our  language  itfelf,  if  I  may  fp  fpeak, 
has  received  a  criminal  taint;  for  in  common  difcourfe 
the  ex  predion,  a  plain  well-meaning  man  is  always  ap.- 
prehended  to  imply,  together  with  fmcerity,  fome  degree 
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of  weaknefs ;  although,  indeed,  it  is  a  chara&er  of  all 
others  the  moll  noble.  In  recommendation  of  this  cha- 
racter let  me  obferve,  that  in  this,  as  in  all  the  particulars 
mentioned  above,  "  the  wicked  worketh  a  deceitful  work ; 
41  but  he  thatwalketh  uprightly  walketh  furely,"  Suppo- 
sing a  man  to  have  the  prudence  and  difcretion  not  to 
fpeak  without  neceffity,  I  affirm  there  is  no  end  which 
a  good  man  ought  to  aim  at,  which  may  not  be  more  cer. 
tainly,  fafely,  and  fpeedily  obtained  by  the  ftri£teft  and 
moil  inviolable  fincerity,  than  by  any  ads  of  diffimulatioa 
whatever. 

But  after  all,  what  fignify  any  ends  of  prefent  conveni- 
ency,  which  diffimulation  may  pretend  to  anfwer,  com- 
pared  to  the  favor  of  God,  which  is  forfeited  by  it  ?  Hear 
what  the  Pfalmift  fays.  "  Who  fliall  abide  in  thy  taber- 
44  nacle,  who  fliall  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill  ?  He  that  walketh 
44  uprightly  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  and  fpeaketh  the 
44  truth  in  his  heart/' — Let  us,  therefore,  add  this  to  the 
other  views  of  the  prophet's  comprehenfive  prayer — "Re- 
€4  move  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies." 

For  the  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  ob- 
ferve, 

1.  You  may  learn  from  it  how  to  attain,  not  only  a 
juftnefs  and  propriety,  but  a  rfadinefs  and  fulnefs  in  the 
duty  of  prayer. 

Nothing  is  a  greater  hinderance,  either  to  the  fervency 
of  our  affe&ions,  or  the  force  of  our  expreffions  in  prayer, 
than  when  the  objeft  of  our  defires  is  confufed  and  gene- 
ral. But  when  we  perceive  clearly  what  it  is  that  is  need- 
ful to  us,  and  how  much  we  do  need  it,  this  gives  us,  in- 
deed, the  fpirit  of  fupplication.  Perhaps  it  is  more  ne- 
ceffary  to  attend  to  this  circumftancc,  in  what  we  aik  for 
our  fouls  than  for  our  bodies.  When  we  want  any  thing 
that  relates  to  prefent  conveniency,  it  is  clearly  underitood, 
becaufe  it  is  fenfibly  felt. — There  is  no  difficult^  in  crying 
for  deliverance  from  poverty,  ficknefs,  reproach,  or  any 
other  earthly  fuffering;  nay,  the  difficulty  here  is  not  in 
exciting  our  defires,  but  in  moderating  them:  not  in  pro- 
ducing fervor,  but  in  promoting  fubmiffion :  But  in  what 
relates  to  our  fouls,  becaufe  many  or  moil  temptations  are 
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agreeable  to  the  flefh,  weforefee  danger  lefs  perfeftly,  and 
even  feel  it  lefa  fenfibly;  therefore,  a  clofe  and  deliberate 
attention  to  our  fituation  and  trials,  as  opened  in  the  pre* 
ceding  difcourfc,  is  of  the  utmoft  moment,  "both  to  carry 
44  us  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  to  direft  our  fpirit  when 
**  we  arc  there .', 

2,  What  hath  been  faid  will  ferve  to  excite  us  to  ha- 
bitual watchftdnefs,  and  to  dircft  our  daily  convention. 
The  fame  things  that  are  the  fubjefls  of  prayer,  are  alfo 
the  objects  of  diligence, — Prayer  and  diligence  are  joined 
by  our  Saviour,  and  ought  never  to  be  fe  pa  rated  by  his 
people* — Prayer  without  watch  fulnefs  is  not  fin  cere*  and 
walehfulnefs  without  prayer  wilt  not  be  fuccefsful.  The 
fame  views  of  fin  and  duty — of  the  ftrength  and  frequency 
of  temptation,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  tempted,  lead 
equally  to  both*  Let  me  befeeeh  you  then,  to  walk  cir- 
cumfpedHy,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wife.  Maintain  an  ha* 
bitual  diffidence  of  yourfelves — Attend  to  the  various  dan- 
gers to  which  you  are  expofed.  Watchful  nefa  of  itfelf 
will  fave  you  from  many  temptations,  and  will  ^ive  you 
an  inward  warrant,  and  humble  confidence,  toafk  of  God 
fupport  under,  and  deliverance  from  fuch  as  it  is  impofli* 
ble  to  avoid- 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  fince  every  thing  comprehended  in 
the  petition  in  the  text,  is  viewed  in  the  light  of  falfehood 
and  deceit,  fuffer  me,  in  the  moft  earned  manner,  to  re* 
commend  to  my  hearers,  and  particularly  to  all  the  young 
perfons  under  my  care,  "  an  invariable  adherence  to 
44  truth,  and  the  moft  undifguifed  fimplicity  and  fincerity 
44  in  the  whole  of  their  converlation  and  carriage."  I  do 
not  know  where  to  begin  or  end  in  fpeaking  of  the  excel- 
lency and  beauty  of  fincerity,  or  the  bafenefs  of  falfehood* 
Sincerity  is  amiable,  honorable  and  profitable.  It  is  the 
moft  fliining  part  of  a  commendable  charadler,  and  the 
moft  winning  apology  for  any  mifcarriage  or  unadvifed 
aftion.  There  is  fcarcely  any  aftion  in  itfelf  fo  bad,  as 
what  is  implied  in  the  hardened  front  of  him  who  covers 
the  truth  with  a  lie  :  BefiJe9f  it  is  always  a  fign  of  long 
jfta&ice  in  wickednefs.  Any  man  may  be  feduced  or 
furprized  into  a  fault,  but  none  but  the  habitual  villain 
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can  deny  it  with  fteady  calmnefs  and  obftinacy.  In  this 
refpeft,  we  unhappily  find  fome  who  are  young  offenders, 
but  old  finners. 

It  is  not  in  religion  only,  but  even  among  worldly 
men,  that  lying  is  counted  the  utmoft  pitch  of  bafenefs ; 
and  to  be  called  a  liar  the  most  insupportable  reproach. 
No  wonder,  indeed,  for  it  is  the  very  effence  of  cowardice 
to  dare  to  do  a  thing  which  you  have  not  courage  to  avow. 
The  very  word  of  finners  are  fenfible  of  it  themfelves,  for 
they  deeply  refent  the  imputation  of  it ;  and,  if  I  do  not 
miftake,  have  never  yet  arrived  at  the  abfurdity  of  defend- 
ing it.  There  is  fcarcely  any  other  crime,  but  fome  are 
profligate  enough  to  boaft  of  it ;  but  I  do  not  remember 
ever  to  have  heard  of  any  who  made  his  boaft,  that  he  was 
a  liar.  To  crown  all,  lying  is  the  molt  wretched  folly. 
Juftly  does  Solomon  fay  :  *«  A  lying  tongue  is  but  for  a 
44  moment."  It  is  eafily  difcovered.  Truth  is  a  firm 
confident  thing,,  every  part  of  which  agrees  with,  and 
flrongly  fupports  another.  But  lies  are  not  only  repug- 
nant to  truth,  but  repugnant  to  each  other ;  and  common- 
ly the  means,  like  a  treacherous  thief,  of  the  detedlion  of 
the  whole.  Let  me,  therefore,  once  more  recommend  to 
every  one  of  you,  the  noble  chfiradter  of  fincerity. — En- 
deavor to  eftablifti  your  credit  in  this  refpedt  fo  entirely, 
that  every  word  you  fpeak  may  be  beyond  the  imputation 
of  deceit ;  fo  that  enemies  may,  themfelves,  be  fenfible, 
that  though  you  fliould  abufe  them,  you  will  never  de- 
ceive them. 
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SEEKING  a  COMPETENCY  in  the  WISDOM  of 
PROVIDENCE. 

SERMON  28. 


Proverbs  xxx.  8. 


Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches  ;  feed  me  with  food  conve- 
nient for  me. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  fecond  branch  of  the 
prophet's  prayer,  which  regards  his  outward  condition 
or  circumftances,  in  the  prefent  world.  On  this  fubjeft 
he  exprefles  himfelf  thus :  "  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
"  riches." 

Do  not  think,  my  brethren,  that  this  is  a  fubjeft  of  lit- 
tle importance  ;  or  that  it  is  unconnefted  with  thefpiritu- 
al  life.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  few  things  of  more 
moment,  than  to  have  our  defires  of  temporal  bleflings 
limited  and  direfted  in  a  proper  manner.  Not  only  is 
worldly  mindednefs  the  everlafting  ruin  of  thofe  who  are 
entirely  under  its  dominion ;  but  even  good  men  are  lia- 
ble to  many  temptations  from  the  fame  quarter.  They 
may  hurt  their  own  peace,  give  offence  to  others,  or  lef- 
fen  their  ufefulnefs  by  a  finful  excefs  in  their  attachment 
to  the  world,  or  by  a  criminal  negligence  in  not  giving  a 
prudent  and  proper  attention  to  it.     Be  not  furprifed  that 
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I  have  mentioned  the  lafi  of  thcfe  as  well  as  the  firfl,  for 
the  prophet  prays  for  deliverance  from  the  temptation 
arifmg  from  both  extremes*  Idlenefs  and  floth  are  as  con- 
trary to  true  religion,  as  cither  avarice  or  ambition  ;  and 
the  habit  when  once  taken,  is  perhaps  more  difficult  to 
remove- 
In  order  to  treat  this  fubje£t  with  the  greater  diflinft- 
nefs,  I  (hall  firft  fhew  you  what  we  may  learn  in  general 
from  this  prayer:  fecondly,  explain  the  particular  objt£t 
of  the  prophet's  defire;  and  in  the  lafi  place,  make  ap- 
plications of  what  may  be  faid  by  recommending  it  to 
your  choice. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  then,  we  may  learn  in  general  from 
this  requeft,  that  it  is  lawful  to  pray  for  temporal  bleffings. 
It  is  not  unworthy  of  a  Chriftian,  whofe  converfation  is 
in  heaven,  to  alk  of  God,  what  is  neceffary  to  his  fu  pport 
and  prefervation  in  the  pre  fen  t  life.     If  I  were  to  men- 
tion all  the  examples  of  this  in  fcripture,  I  fhould  tran- 
fcribe  a  great  part  of  the  Bible*     Though  inferior  in  their 
nature  and  value  to  fpiritual  bleffings,  they  are  nectdVv 
in  their  place;  and  it  is  upon  this  footing  they  arc  expreff- 
ly  put  by  our  Saviour.     u  Your  heavenly  Father  knoweth 
"  that  ye  have  need  of  all  thefe  things."     They  are  need- 
ful to  the  prolonging  of  our  natural  life  till  we  finifli  our 
work,  and  are  fitted  for  our  reward.     Therefore,  though 
miracles  are  a  kind  of  fufpenfion  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence,  yet  we  find  God  fome- 
times  working  a  miracle  to  fupply  the  wants  of  his  fer- 
vants.     It  had  been  no  more  difficult  for  God  to  have  kept 
Elijah  from  hungering,  than  to  have  made  the  ravens  iti'^h 
him  provifion ;  or  to  have  made,  as   in  another  czk,  a 
barrel  of  meal,  or  a  cruife  of  oil,  the  lading  and  fufficient 
fupport  of  a  whole  family.     But  he  choofes  rather  to  •  fup- 
ply the  wants  of  his  people,  than  caufethem  to  ce^k,  that 
he  may  keep  their  dependance  conliantly  in  their  view, 
and  that  a  fenfe  of  their  neceflities  may  oblige  thern  lo  have 
continual  recourfe  to  him  for  relief. 

Again,  we  may  here  learn,  that  God  is  the  real  and 
proper  giver  of  every  temporal,  as  well  as  of  every  fpiri- 
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tual  blefling — A  fentiment  this,  of  the  utmoft  confequence, 
to  be  engraven  upon  the  heart.  We  have  here  an  inllance 
out  of  many,  in  which  truths  known  and  confefled  by  all, 
have  notwithstanding  little  hold  upon  the  mind.  How 
few  are  truly  fenfible  of  their  continual  obligations  to  the 
God  of  life  ?  Confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  whatever  you 
poflefs  of  any  kind,  it  the  gift  of  God.  He  holdeth  your 
foul  in  life,  and  guards  you  by  his  providence  in  your  go- 
ing out  and  in  your  coming  in.  He  covereth  your  table 
and  filleth  your  cup.  Have  you  riches?  It  is  by  the  bleff- 
ing  of  the  God  of  heaven — "  The  blefling  of  the  Lord/* 
faith  Solomon,  "  it  maketh  rich.  But  thou  flialt  remem- 
44  ber  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee  power 
"  to  get  wealth."  Have  you  credit  and  reputation  ?  It  is 
God  that  hideth  you  from  the  ftrife  of  tongues.  4l  Thou 
44  (halt  be  hid  from  the  fcourge  of  the  tongue,  neither  flialt 
44  thou  be  afraid  of  deftruftion  when  it  cometh."  Have 
you  friends  ?  It  is  he  that  giveth  you  favor  in  their  fight. 
Have  you  talents  and  parts  ?  It  is  the  inspiration  of  the 
Almighty  that  giveth  thee  underloading. 

II.  Let  us  now  explain  the  particular  tenor  of  this  pe- 
tition, and  point  out  the  object  of  the  prophet's  defire  : 
44  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches."  It  is  plain  we 
are  not  to  fupnofe  the  prophet,  in  any  degree,  refufing 
fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God,  by  his  thus  making  choice  of 
a  particular  ftatc  of  life — Doubtiefs  he  refolved  to  be  at 
God's  dif  pofal,  and  believed  that  he  was  able  to  fandtify  to 
him  a  Hate  of  the  higheft  profperity,  or  of  the  deepefl  ad- 
verfity.  It  was  no  diflrufl  of  God,  but  fdt-denial  and 
diffidence  of  his  own  (Irength,  that  fuggefted  this  prayer. 
Therefore,  in  adjufting  his  defires  and  expectations,  he 
pitches  upon  that  (late  that  appeared  to  him  liable  to  the 
iswell  lhares.  Thus  our  blefled  Saviour,  though  it  is  his 
will  that  we  fliould  fear  no  enemy  when  going  out  in 
divine  ftrength,  yet  teaches  us  to  pray — 4t  Ixrad  us  not 
"  into  temptation." 

Poverty  and  riches  are  here  mentioned  as  the  two  ex- 
tremes; in  neither  of  which  we  fliculd  v/ifh  to  be  placed, 
but  in  a  fafer  middle  between  the  two  ;  fo  as,  if  it  pleafe 
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God,  we  may  neither  be  urged  by  preffing  necefluy  nor 
over  loaded  with  fuch  abundance  as  we  niav  be  in  danger 
of  abufmg. 

But  perhaps  fpme  will  fay,  where  is  the  middle  ?  How 
fliiitl  we  be  able  to  determine  what  we  ought  to  delire, 
fince  there  is  fo  immenfe  a  diitance,  and  io  many  inter* 

ediale  degrees  between  the  extremity  of  ttiiii,  and  the 
countlefs  treafures  cf  the  wealthy  ? 

But*  my  brethren,  if  we  do  not  hearken  to  the  illufive 
calls  of  ambition,  avarice  and  hi  ft,  it  is  by  no  means  diffi- 
cultly apprehend  the  meaning  of  the  prophet,  and  apply 
it  to  perfons  of  every  rank.  Regard,  no  doubt,  is  to  be 
had  to  ihe  various  ftations  in  which  God  hath  thought  fit 
to  place  us*  This  difference  of  ftation  requires  fuppHes 
of  the  conveniences  of  life,  fuited  to  the  part  we  are 
bound  to  a£t.  That  manner  of  life  which  would  be  decent 
and  liberal  in  one  ftation,  would  be  reckoned  mean  and 
fordid  in  another.  Therefore,  what  would  bs  plenty  and 
fulnefs  to  perfons  in  inferior  Rations,  would  be  extreme 
poverty  to  perfons  placed,  and  called  to  aft,  in  higher  and 
more  exalted  fpheres.  But  after  we  have  taken  in  the 
confide  rati  on  of  every  difference  that  may  happen  on  this 
fcore,  there  is  fomelhing  in  the  prayer  that  belongs  in 
common  to  persons  of  all  stations  namely,  that  we  fhould 
be  modeft  in  our  delires  after  temporal  good  things,  and 
take  care  not  to  afk  only  to  gratify  a  fenfual  inclination, 
but  for  what  is  really  neceffary  or  ufeful  to  us.  The  lafl 
is  reafonable  and  allowable,  the  other  is  unreafonable  and 
juflly  condemned  by  the  apoflle  James.  u  Ye  afk  and 
•4  receive  not,  becaufe  ye  afk  amifs,  that  ye  may  confume 
"  it  upon  your  lulls." 

But  the  firfl  part  of  this  requeft  is  explained  by  the  lafl, 
contained  in  the  words,  "  feed  me  with  food  convenient 
"  for  me."  That  we  mav  be  able  to  enter  into  the  true 
fpirit  of  this  petition,  I  fhall  jufl  compare  it  with  fome 
other  fcriptural  forms  of  prayer  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and* 
ihen  endeavor  to  point  out  what  I  take  to  be  the  chief  in- 
ilruftion  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  us  by  it. 

As  to  the  fcripture  forms  of  prayer  for  temporal  provi- 
fion,  the  precedence  is  undoubtedly  due  to  that  excellent 
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form  left  us  by  our  Saviour,  in  which  we  find  this  petition, 
u  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread."  You  may  next  at- 
tend  to  the  prayer  put  up  by  Jacob  in  ancient  times. — 
44  And  Jacob  vowed  a  vow,  faying,  if  God  will  be  with 
"  me,  and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will 
"  give  me  bread  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  fo  that  t 
44  come  again  to  my  father's  houfe  in  peace,  then  (hall  the 
44  Lord  be  my  God."  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
apollle  Paul  alludes  to  Jacob's  ex  pre  flion,  in  his  excellent 
advice  to  all  Chriftians.  "  But  godlinefs  with  content- 
44  ment  is  great  gain;  for  we  brought  nothing  into  this 
41  world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out;  anil 
44  having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith  content, 
44  But  they  that  will  be  rich,  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
u  fnare,  and  into  many  foolilh  and  hurtful  lufts,  which 
44  drown  men  in  deftru&ion  and  perdition — for  the  love 
44  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  which  while  fome  covet- 
44  ed  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced 
44  themfclves  through  with  many  forrows." 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  all  thefe  prayers  and  this 
apoftolic  counfel  run  in  the  fame  ftrain.  They  all  begin 
and  are  founded  upon  a  regard  to  God,  and  a  mind  right- 
ly difpofed  towards  him :  "  If  the  Lord,"  fays  Jacob, 
44  will  be  with  me" — u  Remove,"  fays  Agur  in  my  text, 
44  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies."  Our  Saviour  begins  his 
prayer  with  petitions  for  the  glory  of  God,  with  which  the 
happinefs  of  our  fouls  is  infeparably  conne&ed ;  and  the 
apoftle  maintainst§W////m  as  the  great  fource  of  content- 
ment with  our  portion  in  this  life. 

We  may  further  obferve,  that  there  is  the  fame  method 
obferved  in  all  thefe  prayers.  The  expreflions  vary  a  lit- 
tle, but  the  requeft:  is  the  fame.  Jacob  wifhes  for  the  di- 
vine prote&ion,  with  food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on. 
Agur  for  food  convenient  for  him  ;  and  in  the  Lord's 
prayer  we  afk  for  our  daily  bread.  There  is  no  fpecify- 
ing  of  any  particulars — no  mention  made  of  this  or  the 
other  quantity  of  provifion.  Their  defires  are  fummed 
up  in  this  general  requeft,  and  the  quantity  and  quality 
wholly  referred  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God.  It  is  certain 
that  God  hath  fometimes  granted  to  his  own  people^  tldftfc* 
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in  great  abundance;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  has  given  his 
bleffing  to  enjoy  them,  and  honored  the  poflcflbrs,  by  ena- 
bling them  to  glorify  him  in  the  ufe  and  application  of 
them.  But  the  direft  defire  of  riches,  I  do  not  think, 
hath  any  warrant  from  precept  or  example  in  his  word. 
And  when  they  are  bellowed  as  a  bleffing,  and  not  a  curie, 
it  is  commonly  on  thofe  who,  by  their  fuperior  coneern 
about  the  better  part,  fhew  that  they  will  put  them  to  their 
proper  ufe,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Solomon,  recorded  in  the  fir  It 
book  of  Kings,  "  In  Gibeon  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solo- 
4i  mon  in  a  dream  by  night ;  and  God  laid,  afk  what  I 
11  fhall  give  thee.  And  he  laid,  give  thy  fervant  an  un- 
iC  derftanding  heart.  And  the  fpeech  pleafed  the  Lord, 
44  that  Solomon  had  afked  this  thing.     And  God  faid,  be- 

44  caufe  thou  halt  afked  this  thing,  and  haft  not  afked  for 
*4  thyftlf  long  life,  neither  haft  afked  riches  for  thyfelf, 

45  nor  haft  afked  the  life  of  thine  enemies,  but  haft  afked 
44  for  thyfelf  underftanding,  to  difcern  judgment:  Behold 
u  I  have  done  according  to  thy  words;  lo,  I  have  given 
44  thee  a  wife  and  an  underftanding  heart,  fo  that  there 
u  wrs  none  like  thee  be  lore  thee,  neither  after  thee  flull 
4t  any  arife  like  unto  thee.  And  I  have  al fo  given  thee 
14  tlr.it  which  the  a  halt  not  dked.  both  riches  and  ho- 
44  nor." 

Now  this  I  take  to  be  the  main  inllruclion  intended  to 
h?  £ive:i  us  with  ref;>ecl  to  our  prayers  for  temporal  mer- 
cLs  ;  th\t  we  ihouhl  net  pretend  to  let  boundj  to  God, 
j:;t  Ij.ivc  the  mraiure  of  them  to  his  determination. 

l-o,-  ;i:i'ii'  rcxpk/iningthis  truth;  and,  at  the  fame  time 
recoinni'.n.riv*  it  to  \  our  regard,  be  pleafed  to  attend  to 
:he  :"(•! lowing  c/lrfervatioi.s. 

t.  Gonfider  that  God,  infinitely  wife,  as  well  as  graci- 
ovo,  \z  certainly  the  belt  judge  of  what  is  moll  fit  and  con- 
v«. :;i •:;■■■.  !br  us.  Wc  know  fo  little  of  ourfelves,  that  we 
.v.i'.ly  h:iow  not  how  we  fhould  behave,  if  placed  in  par- 
■  i-r.dar  circumfiancec,  until  we  are  tried.  The  world 
hai:  ;vLi:aiiy  feen  many  examples  of  thofe,  who  were 
hnj'.l  in  their  accufations  of  others,  behaving  worfe  when 
plaeed  in  the  fame  ltations.  And,  indeed,  I  fhould  na- 
tur.;!!y  expect,  that  an   impatient,  envious,  difobedient 
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fubjeft  would,  if  raifcd  to  power,  be  a  cruel,  infolent,  un* 
jufl  oppreflbr ;  that  a  petulant,  peevifli,  obftinate  fervant 
would  make  a  capricious,  fevere,  unreafonable  matter. 

If  we  were  to  carve  out  our  own  lot,  and  to  have  all  otir 
own  defires  gratified,  there  is  great  reafon  to  prefume,  we 
would  throw  ourfelves  into  the  moft  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances  with  regard  to  our  fouls,  and  probably  confult  but 
ill  for  our  peace  and  comfort  in  this  World. 

Let  me  put  a  few  queftions  to  every  one  that  fecretly 
murmurs  at  his  ftate.  Are  you  fure,  that  if  you  were  ad- 
vanced  to  a  place  of  power  and  truft,  you  would  be  able 
to  carry  with  prudence,  refolution  and  integrity  ?  Are  yoii 
fure,  that  if  you  were  fupplied  with  riches  in  great  abun- 
dance, you  would  not  allow  yourfelves  to  wallow  in  plea- 
fure,  or  to  fwell  in  pride  ?  Are  you  fure,  that  if  you  were 
raifed  to  high  rank,  furrounded  by  flatterers,  and  worfhip- 
ped  by  fervants,  you  would,  in  that  (landing,  behave  with 
humility  and  condefcenfion  ;  or  that  preffed  on  all  hands 
by  bufinefs,  company,  or  amufements,  you  would  (till 
religioufly  fave  your  time  for  converfe  with  God  ? 

A  life  of  piety  in  an  exalted  flation  is  a  continual  con- 
flict with  the  ftrongeft  oppofition.  What  fays  experience 
upon  this  fubjedl  ?  Solomon  did  not  wholly,  and  to  the 
end,  refill  the  temptation  of  riches  and  dominion.  In  the 
whole  compafs  of  hiftory,  facred  and  profane,  I  do  not  re- 
member any  example  of  a  man's  behaving  better  in  point 
of  morals,  in  a  profperous,  than  an  afflidted  (late,  except- 
ing one  that  hath  this  appearance,  viz.  Cicero,  the  Ro- 
man orator.  His  conduct  in  profperity  was  full  of  digni- 
ty, and  feemed  wholly  directed  to  the  public  good ;  where- 
as in  adverfity,  it  was  to  the  laft  degree  mean  and  abjefik 
— But  probably  the  reafon  of  this  was,  that  pride,  or  ra- 
ther vanity,  was  his  ruling  paffion,  and  the  great  motive 
to  his  illuftrious  a&ions  ;  and  when  he  fell  into  adverfity, 
this  difpofition  had  no  fcope  for  its  exercife. 

Chriftians,  the  Lord  knoweth  our  frame,  and  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  what  we  are  able  to  bear,  and  confequently 
what  ftate  of  life  will  be  upon  the  whole  moft  convenient 
for  us.  It  is,  therefore,  our  intereft,  as  well  as  duty,  to 
refer  ourfelves  entirely  to  him,  and  leave  him  to  chsofe 
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for  us*  This  is  not  only  the  doftrine  of  fcripture,  but 
agreeable  to  reafon  and  good  fenfc,  that  it  has  been  ac- 
knowledged by  feveral  of  the  Heathen  Philofophers,  who 
have  exprefled  themfclves  in  terms  perfectly  ftmilar  to 
thofe  of  the  tnfpired  writings.  The  prayer  which  Socrates 
taught  his  pupil  Alcibiades,  is  very  remarkable  ;  that  be 
fliould  befeech  the  Supreme  God  to  give  him  what  was 
good  for  him,  though  he  fliould  not  afk  it;  and  to  with- 
hold from  him  whatever  would  be  hurtful,  though  he 
fhould  be  fo  foolifh  as  to  pray  for  it. 

a.  As  God  is  certainly  the  bed  judge  of  what  is  good 
for  us,  fo  refignation  to  him  is  a  mod  acceptable  expreffion 
both  of  our  worfhip  and  obedience.  Single  duties  are 
particular  a£ls  ;  refignation  is  the  very  habit  of  obedience. 
The  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  are  acknowledged  in 
the  mofl  authentic  manner,  when  his  holy  and  fovereign 
Providence  is  humbly  fubmitted  to,  and  cordially  appro- 
ved. Every  impatient  complaint  is  an  impeachment  of 
Providence  ;  every  irregular  defire  is  an  aft  of  rebellion 
againft  God*  Therefore  a  fubmiffive  temper  mull  be 
highly  pleating  to  God,  and  is  the  way  to  glorify  him  in 
the  mofl  unexceptionable  manner.  The  rather  indeed, 
us  it  is  impoflible  to  attain  this  temper,  but  by  fincerely 
laying  hojd  of  the  covenant  of  peace,  which  is  ordered  in 
all  things  and  fure.  This  teaches  us  the  grounds  of  fub- 
miflion.  This  procures  for  us  the  grace  of  fubmiffion. 
This  ftains  the  pride  of  all  human  glory.  This  changes 
the  nature  of  our  poffeffions  to  us,  and  us  to  them.  This 
rpiritualizes  a  worldly  mind,  and  makes  us  know,  in  our 
own  experience,  that  all  the  paths  of  the  Lord  to  his  own 
people,  are  mercy  and  peace. 

3.  Such  a  temper  of  mind  will  greatly  contribute  td 
our  own  inward  peace.  It  will  be  an  effeftual  preferva- 
tive  from  all  unrighteous  courfes,  and  unlawful,  or  even 
difhonorable  means  of  increafing  our  worldly  fubftance, 
and  confequently  fave  us  from  the  troubles  or  dangers  to 
which  men  expofe  themfelves  by  fuch  pra&ices.  It  will 
preferve  us  from  perplexing  anxiety,  and  many  uneafy 
fears  for  futurity.  It  will  bring  us  the  near  and  fure  way 
to  the  greateft  of  all  earthly  bleffings — a  contented  mind* 
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Such  will  be  the  fweet  and  delightful  effedis  of  depend* 
ing  upon  God,  and  leaving  it  to  hicn  to  furnifh  our  fup* 
plies  as  he  fees  mod  convenient  for  us.  Whoever  can 
pray  with  the  prophet—"  give  roe  neither  poverty  nor 
44  riches,  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me" — may 
be  fully  allured,  that  his  defire  fliall  be  gratified,  as  it  is 
perfeftly  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God. 

I  conclude  with  reading  to  you  our  Saviour's  exhortati- 
on on  this  fubjeft— "  Therefore,  I  fay  unto  you,  take  no 
44  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye  fliall  eat,  or  what  ye  fliall 
44  drink;  nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye  fliall  put  on.  Is 
44  not  the  life  more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment? 
4t  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  for  they  fow  not,  neither 
44  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns;  yet  your  heavenly 
4t  Father  feedeth  them.  Are  not  ye  much  better  than 
44  they  ?  But  feek  ye  firft  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his 
44  righteoufnefs ;  and  all  thefe  things  fliall  be  added  unto 
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SERMON   29, 


Proverbs  xxx.  9. 

Lest  I  be  fitll  and  deny  thee,  and  say,  who  is  the  Lord?  Or^ 
lest  I  be  poor  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God.  in 
vain. — 


I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  arguments  by  which 
the  prophet  enforces  his  wife  and  well  conceived  pray- 
er. Thefe,  in  connexion  with  the  two  branches  of  the 
prayer,  ftand  thus :  a  Give  me  not  riches,  left  I  be  full 
"  and  deny  thee,  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord  ?  And  give 
"  me  not  poverty,  left  I  be  poor,  and  ileal,  and  take  the 
"  name  of  my  God  in  Tain."  If  Agur's  prayer  is  con* 
ceived  in  the  molt  modeft  and  humble  terms,  the  reafons, 
with  which  he  fupports  it,  are  every  way  becoming  a  truly 
wife  and  good  man.  You  fee  in  them  a  prevailing  con« 
cern  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  God,  and  his  own  prefer, 
vation  in  the  paths  of  piety  and  virtue.  You  fee  in  them 
a  humble  fenfeofhis  own  weaknefs,  and  the  danger  of 
temptation  ;  he,  therefore,  defires  to  be  placed  in  fuch  a 
Hate  of  life,  as  will  expofe  him  to  the  feweft  trials.  An 
excellent  difpofition  this,  and  highly  worthy  of  our  imita- 
tion. Hew  happy  would  it  be  for  us  all,  if  a  defire  to 
pleafe  Gcd  and  preferve  our  integrity,  lay  always  neareft 
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our  hearts,  and  had  aconfiant  and  commanding  influence 
on  every  flep  we  took  in  our  journey  through  life. 

Neither  riches  nor  poverty  are  bad  in  themfelves. 
ther  of  them  is  &ny  recommendation,  or  hinderance  to 
the  favor  of  God,  who  is  no  refpetter  of  perfons^-tbere 
are  good  and  bad  in  all  ranks.  Men  may  be  rich  and  yet 
pious,  or  poor,  yet  ftri&ly  juft  and  honeih  It  is,  I  con- 
Jefc,  often  done,  yet  it  is  highly  criminal  to  look  upon  all 
that  are  rich  in  this  world  as  profane;  and  it  would  be 
equally  io  to  look  upon  all  that  are  poor  as  deflitute  of  in- 
tegrity. Yet  it  is  undeniable,  that,  from  the  corruption 
of  the  human  heart,  thefe  two  extremes  do  often  become 
flrong  temptations  to  the  particular  fins  mentioned  in  the 
text;  which  we  flmll  now  confider  feparately,  in  the  or- 
"tr  in  which  they  lie  in  the  paiTage  before  us. 

€l  Give  me  not  riches,  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and 
H  fay,  who  is  the  Lord  ?" 

As  to  the  (aft,  that  riches  do  often  lead  to  profanity  and 
contempt  of  God,  experience,  and  the  ftate  of  the  world 
rove  it  in  a  manner  too  plain  to  be  denied.  We  not  on- 
'fee  that  thofe,  who  are  born  and  educated  from  their 
infancy  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  are  mod  prone  to  ne- 
gieft  the  duties  of  religion;  but  thofe  who,  from  a  low  or 
itiean  condition,  are  remarkably  raifed  in  the  courfe  of 
Providence,  do  often  change  their  temper  with  their  ftate, 
and  ftiow  the  unhappy  influence  of  riches  in  leading  them 
to  a  forgetfulnefs  of  God.  Are  there  not  fome,  who  were 
regularly  in  God's  houfe  when  they  but  barely  fubfifted, 
who  have  not  time  for  it  now,  when  they  are  bufy  and 
wealthy  ?  Are  there  not  fome  families,  where  the  wor- 
fliip  of  God  was  conftant  and  regular  in  early  life,  while 
they  were  undiftinguifhed,  and  now  it  is  no  more  to  be 
heard  in  their  fumptuous  palaces  and  elegant  apartments  ? 
Shall  I  fay,  that  any  worm  of  the  earth  is  become  too  con- 
fiderable  to  fall  down  before  the  omnipotent  Jehovah  ? 

I  may  add,  as  being  of  great  importance  in  the  prefent 
fubjeft,  that  fuch  changes  do  often  take  place  gradually 
and  infenfibly,  very  much  contrary  to  men's  own  expec- 
tation ;  fo  that  we  really  do  not  know  ourfelves,  nor  can 
we  determine  before  trial,  how  far  we  would  refill  or  yield 
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to  the  force  of  temptation.  The  prophet  Elifha  foretold 
to  Hazael,  the  cruelties  he  would  be  guilty  of  when  railed 
to  an  higher  llation  ;  to  which  he  replied  with  difdain  and 
abhorrence  ;  u  What,  is  thy  fervant  a  dog,  that  he  fhould 
"  do  this  great  thing  ?  And  Elifha  anfwered,  the  Lord 
"  hath  (hewed  me  that  thou  flialt  be  king  over  Syria," — 
The  condudt  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  their  profperity* 
is  but  an  emblem  of  the  general  conduft  of  the  children 
of  men.  "  But  Jeftiurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked.  Thou 
4«  art  waxed  fat,  thou  art  grown  thick,  thou  art  covered 
"  with  fatnefs  :  Then  he  forfook  God  which  made  him* 
"  and  lightly  efteemed  the  rock  of  his  falvation." 

What  hath  been  faid  might  be  fufficient  to  fhew  tht 
propriety  of  the  prophet's  prayer ;  for  if  fuch  hath  been 
often,  or  generally,  the  influence  of  worldly  greatnefs 
upon  other  men,  why  fhould  any  be  fo  confident  as  to 
prefume  it  would  be  otherwife  with  themfelves  ?  But  per* 
haps  it  may  afford  matter  of  ufeful  inflru&ion,  to  inquire 
a  little  further  into  the  fubjeft — to  trace  the  caufes  of  this 
effeft,  and  (hew  how  and  why  riches  become  an  induce- 
ment to  irreligion  and  profanenefs,  for  this  will  bed  ena- 
ble us  to  apply  the  remedy.  When  I  fpeak  of  examining 
the  caufes  of  this  effett,  I  confefs  that  no  rcafon  can  be 
given  for  it,  but  what  reflects  great  dilhonor  upon  human 
nature  in  its  prefent  (late.  Were  we  to  judge  of  the  mat- 
ter by  the  dictates  of  found  reafon,  we  fhould  naturally 
expert  to  find  it  diredtly  contrary.  God  is  the  author  of 
every  blefllng  which  men  poflefs,  and  his  gifts  fhould  lead 
us  to  gratitude  and  acknowledgment.  It  feems  natural 
then  tofuppofe,  that  thofe  who  are  mod  highly  favored  in 
the  courfe  of  Providence,  fhould  difcover  the  greateft 
fenfe  of  obligation,  and  be  ready  to  make  every  dutiful 
return.  One  would  think  that  though  the  poor  fhould  be 
impatient,  furely  the  rich  will  be  content  and  thankful. 
Is  not  this  reaforiable  ?  Had  any  of  you  beflowed  many 
favors  upon  others,  would  you  not  expett  that  their  grati- 
tude fhould  bear  fome  proportion  to  the  number  and  va- 
lue of  benefits  received?  Had  any  of  them  been  remarka- 
bly diftinguifhed  from  the  reft,  would  you  not  expeft  from 
them  the  moll  inviolable  fidelity  and  attachment?  Strange, 


Ip.  The  banger  of  Prosperity. 

that  our  conduct  fliould  be  fo  dire&ly  oppofite  in  the  re- 
turns we  make  for  the  goodnefs  of  our  Maker!  That  thofe 
who  are  diftinguifhed  from  others  by  the  largeft  pofleffions, 
and  the  greateft  fulnefs  of  all  temporal  mercies,  fliould  be 
the  moll  prone  to  wickednefs  of  all  forts ;  but  efpecially, 
that  they  fliould  be  peculiarly  inclined  to  forgetfulnefs 
and  contempt  of  God!  Yet  fo  it  is  in  truth.  But  how- 
ever diflionorable  it  is  to  human  nature,  let  us  fearch  into 
it  a  little,  and  perhaps  we  may  difcover  the  caufe  of  im- 
piety in  perfons  in  affluent  circumftances,  and  the  danger 
the  prophet  would  avoid,  by  attending  to  the  following 
observations  : 

i.  An  eafy  and  affluent  fortune  affords  the  means,  not 
only  of  pampering  our  bodies,  but  of  gratifying  all  our 
lufts  and  appetites.  They  are  as  ftrong  probably  in  per- 
fons of  inferior  Rations,  but  Providence  has  rendered  the 
gratification  more  difficult,  and  in  fome  cafes  impoflible. 
Many  work  through  neceflity,  who  would  be  as  idle  and 
flothful  as  any,  but  for  the  fear  of  want.  Thefe  will  be 
the  firfl  and  readied  to  reproach  the  rich,  and  call  them 
idle  drones,  who  revel  in  that  abundance  for  which  they 
never  toiled  ;  and  to  put  to  their  own  credit  that  which  is 
wholly  owing  to  the  reltraints  under  which  they  are  laid. 
Many  are  generally  fober,  becaufe  they  cannot  afford  the 
charges  of  intemperance,  who  want  nothing  but  the  means, 
to  riot  in  the  moft  brutal  fenfuality.  But  to  perfons  of 
great  wealth,  the  objetts  of  defire  are  always  placed  in  full 
view,  and  are  evidently  within  their  reach  :  fo  that  the 
temptation  lias  uncommon  force,  and  few  are  able  entire* 
ly  to  re  Mi  it. 

2.  The  indulgence  of  pleafure  infenfibly  induces  a 
habit,  and  leads  men  to  place  their  happinefs  in  fuch  en- 
joyments. Habit  you  know  is  very  powerful,  and  while 
the  habit  acquire:  iirength,  the  power  of  refinance  is  gra- 
duallv  weakened.  Thefe  gratifications  confumc  fo  much 
time,  that  there  is  little  left  to  refleft  upon  God,  and  our 
relation  to  him.  I  reckon  it  none  of  the  lead  temptations 
to  perfons  of  high  rank,  that  not  only  their  felf-indulgence, 
but  th.j  attendance  and  obfequioufnefs  of  others,  fo  en- 
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groffes  their  attention,  and  waftes  their  tim£?  that  they 
have  few  opportunities  of  calm  and  fober  refleftion ;  or  at 
leaft,  can  eafily  efcape  from  itvand  take  refuge  in  com  pa-, 
nyand  amufement.  Add  to  this,  that  a  great  variety  of 
fenfible  objedls  and  enjoyments  render  the  mind,  not  pnly 
lefs  attentive  to  things  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  but  indeed, 
lefs  able  to  underitand  them. 

3.  Obferve  further,  that  when  the  better  part  is  thus 
neglected,  and  no  care  taken  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
jnind,  every  vice  will  fpring  and  flioot  up  in  the  foul,  as 
briars  and  thorns  do  upon  uncultivated  ground.  Sin,  my 
brethren,  is  natural  to  us;  it  is  the  produce  of  the  foil ;  if 
it  is  not  defiroyed,  it  will  not  die;  if  it  is  but  negletted,  it 
will  thrive.  Now  when  ever  perfons  fall  under  the  power 
pf  vice,  they  begin  firft  toexcufe,  and  then  to  vindicate  ik 
Thofe  who  are  under  the  government  of  luft,  foon  find  it 
would  be  their  intereft  that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as 
religion  and  virtue.  Whatever  we  wifh,  we  are  eafily  led 
to  believe  to  be  true.  Loofe  and  atheiftical  principles 
then  find  a  ready  admittance,  and  are  fwallowed  down 
greedily..  This  is  a  fhort  (ketch  of  the  fieps  by  which  peo- 
ple in  affluent  and  eafy  circumftances,  are  often  led  to  deny 
God,  and  to  lay  :  "  What  is  the  Almighty  that  we  fhoulcf 
44  ferve  him,  and  what  profit  fliould  we  have  if  we  pray 
44  unto  him  ?*'  Loofe  principles  are,  at  firft,  more  fre- 
quently the  effeft,  than  the  caufe  of  loofe  practices  ;  but; 
when  once  they  have  taken  deep  root,  and  obtained  full 
dominion  in  the  heart,  they  have  a  dreadful  and  fatal  in- 
fluence on  the  devoted  victim. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  find  a  ftrong  inclination  to  make 
another  remark,  though  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  of  too*. 
refined  and  abftrafit  a  nature.  It  is,  that  the  danger  of 
affluence  in  leading  to  contempt  of  God,  arifes  from  the 
nature  of  all  fin  as  fuch.  The  original  and  firft  fin  of 
man,  was  plainly  affe&ing  independence.  They  defired 
and  expefted  to  be  as  gods,  knovying  good  and  evil. 
And  ftill  fin  properly  confifts  in  withdrawing  our  allegi- 
ance from,  and  throwing  off  our  dependance  upon  God, 
and  giving,  as  it  were,  that  efteem,  love  and  fervice  to 
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ourfelves,  in  one  fhape  or  another,  that  is  clue  only  to 
him. 

Now  obferve,  that  affluence  nouri  flies  this  mi  (take,  and 
fuffering  kills  it.  The  more  every  thing  abounds  with 
US,  the  more  our  will  is  fubmitted  to,  and  our  inclinati- 
ons gratified  on  every  fubjeft  ;  the  more  we  look  upon 
ourfelves  as  independent,  and  forget  our  obligations  to 
God,  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  difappointments  and 
calamities  open  our  blind  eyes,  and  make  us  remember 
what  we  are.  Was  not  the  proud  monarch  of  Babylon 
infpired  with  this  delufive  fenfe  of  independence,  when  he 
expreffed  himfelf  thus:  u  At  the  end  of  twelve  months 
'*  he  walked  in  the  palace  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon, 
u  The  king  fpake  and  faid,  is  not  this  great  Babylon,  that 

*  I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  mi^ht 
**  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  majefiy  lH  But 
mark  the  more  powerful  word  of  the  King  of  kings, — 

*  While  the  word  was  in  the  king's  mouth,  there  fell  a 

*  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  O  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  to 
**  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee  !*• 
That  this  is  the  proper  fource  of  worldly  ^reatnefe,  may 
be  feen  in  the  temper  fuch  perfons  ufually  acquire  and 
fettle  in,  which  is  pride,  infolence  and  contempt  of  others. 
Nay,  it  appears  ftill  more  clearly  in  fome  few  inftances, 
in  which  the  intoxication  comes  to  its  height,  and  the  poor 
deluded  mortal  literally  afpired  to  beconfidered  and  treat- 
ed as  God.  It  may  feem  incredible,  but  we  have  the  moft 
authentic  evidence  that  hiftory  can  afford,  that  fome  men 
have  demanded  and  received  divine  worfhip.  This  was 
the  cafe,  not  only  with  Alexander  the  Great,  who  was 
really  an  illultrious  prince,  but  with  fome  of  the  later 
Roman  emperors,  who  were  the  meaneft  and  bafelt  of  all 
*nen.  No  wonder  then,  that  profperity  makes  men  ne- 
gledl  God,  when  it  prompts  them  to  fit  down  upon  his 
throne,  and  rob  him  of  the  fervice  of  his  other  fubjefts. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  part  of  the  prophet's  ar- 
gument, fuffer  me  to  make  a  few  remarks,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  what  has  been  already  faid,  And, 

i.  See  hence  the  great  malignity  and  deceitfulnefs  of 
fin.     It  hardly  appears  more  ftrongly  from  any  circum- 
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fiance,  than  that  which  has  been  the  fubje&  of  this  di£» 
courfe,  viz.  that  the  gifts  of  God,  in  the  courfe  of  his  Pro* 
vidence,  are  fo  far  from  exciting  our  gratitude,  in  pro*. 
portion  to  their  number  and  value,  that  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  who  receive  most  are  ufually  most  profane.  They 
make  his  favors  inftruments  of  rebellion  againft  him, 
and  return  contempt  for  his  indulgence,  and  hatred  for 
his  love. 

Let  us  not  take  occafion  from  this  to  gratify  our  own 
envy,  by  particular  or  perfonai  reproach  againft  thofe  who 
are  great,  or  have  become  rich  amongft  ourfelves;  but 
let  us  aft  a  far  wifer  and  jufter  part,  and  be  humbled  for 
the  finfulnefs  of  our  nature,  and  warned  of  the  deceitfut- 
nefs  of  fin.  We  may  feel  the  feeds  of  this  difpofition  in 
us  all.  You  find  the  wife  man  charging  a  fimilar  ingra- 
titude upon  man  in  general.  "Becaufe  fentence  againft 
"  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpeedily,  therefore  the 
"  heart  of  the  fons  of  men  is  fully  fet  in  them  to  do  evil." 
And  do  you  not  obferve  every  day,  nay,  has  it  is  not  turn- 
ed into  a  proverb,  that  we  think  light  of  our  mercies, 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  when  they  are  common  and  abun- 
dant ?  And  what  is  the  true  and  proper  interpretation 
of  this,  but  that  the  greater  God's  goodnefs  is  to  us,  com- 
monly the  lei's  is  our  gratitude  to  him  ? 

2.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  make  a  wife  improvement  of 
the  advantages  you  enjoy  over  one  another.  Let  them  ex- 
cite in  you  a  holy  emulation  to  teftify  your  fenfe  of  fuperl- 
or  blefllngs,  by  fuperior  piety  and  ufefulnefs.  Do  you 
excel  others  in  any  refpect  ?  Are  you  fuccefsful  in  trade? 
Have  you  rifen  to  reputation  ?  Are  you  exalted  to  offices 
of  dignity?  Are  you  endowed  with  capacity  of  mind? 
Can  you  remember  the  time  when  thofe  were  your  equal* 
who  are  now  your  inferiors?  Do  not  look  with  infolence 
upon  others,  making  odious,  and  perhaps  unjuft  compari- 
sons. Do  not  fwell  in  pride  and  felf-complacence,  as  if 
by  your  own  power  you  had  made  yourfelves  to  differ,  but 
rather  look  the  other  way,  to  God,  who  is  the  maker  both 
of  rich  and  poor,  and  pray  that  your  thankfulnefs  and 
duty  to  him  may  exceed  .that  of  the  poor  man,  as  much 
as  his  liberality  to  you  exceeds  what  he  has  thought  pro-: 
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per  to  beftow  upon  him.     This  affords  me  an  opportunity 

of  relating  a  little  piece  of  private  hiftory,  that  happened 
in  Great  Britain*  and  appears  to  me  very  worthy  of  re- 
membrance, and  very  conducive  to  the  ends  of  edificati- 
on, 

A  gentleman  of  very  confiderable  fortune,  but  a  Aran* 
ger  to  either  perfonal  or  family  religion*  one  evening  took 
a  fohtary  walk  through  a  part  of  his  own  grounds-  He  hap- 
pened to  come  near  to  a  mean  hut,  where  a  poor  man  with 
a  numerous  family  lived,  who  earned  their  bread  by  daily 
labor.  He  heard  a  voice  pretty  loud  and  continued* — 
Not  knowing  what  it  \vas,  curioihy  prompted  him  to  lif- 
ten.  The  man,  who  was  pioufly  difpofed,  happened  to 
be  at  prayer  with  his  family,  So  foon  as  he  could  cliftin- 
guilh  the  words,  he  heard  him  giving  thanks  with  great 
affe£iion  to  God,  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  providence,  in 
giving  them  food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  pur  on,  and  in 
fupplying  them  with  what  was  neceflary  and  comfortable 
in  the  prefent  life.  He  was  immediately,  no  doubt,  by 
divine  power,  (truck  with  aitonifhment  and  confufion, 
and  faid  to  himfelf,  does  this  poor  man,  who  has  nothing 
but  the  meanefl  fare,  and  that  purchafed  by  fevere  labor, 
give  thanks  to  God  for  his  goodnefs  to  himfelf  and  family, 
and  I,  who  enjoy  eafe  and  honor,  and  every  thing  that  is 
grateful  and  defirable,  have  hardly  ever  bent  my  knee,  or 
made  any  acknowledgment  to  my  Maker  and  preferver. 
It  pleafed  God  that  this  providential  occurrence  proved 
the  mean  of  bringing  him  to  a  real  and  lalting  fenfe  of 
God  and  religion. 

Let  all  perfons  in  health,  quiet  and  plentiful  circum- 
stances, learn  from  the  preceding  difcourfe,  what  it  is  they 
ought  clearly  to  guard  againft. — Pride,  fecurity,  forgetful- 
nefs  of  God,  are  peculiarly  incident  to  that  ftate.  "  Lq 
"  this,"  faith  the  Lord  to  Jerufalem,  ct  was  the  iniquity 
"  of  thy  filter  Sodom,  pride,  fulnefs  of  bread,  and  abun- 
u  dance  of  idlenefs  was  in  her,  and  in  her  daughters, 
"  neither  did  fhe  Itrengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor  and 
"  needy."  A  ferious  refle&ion  on  the  obligation  fuch  lie 
under  to  God  for  what  they  have  received  in  their  conti- 
nued dependance  upon  him,  and   the  notability  of  ail 
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earthly  things,  would  fave  them  from  the  hurtful  influence 
of  worldly  profperity.  To  enforce  this,  I  (hall  only  read 
the  apoftolic  charge  to  Timothy,  "  Charge  them  that 
44  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  be  not  high  minded, 
44  nor  trull  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who 
44  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy  ;  that  they  do  good, 
44  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  diftribute, 
41  willing  to  communicate;  laying  up  in  ltore  forthem- 
?*  felves  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that 
4C  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life," 
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Proverbs  xxx.  9. 
Lest  I  be  poor  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain* 

I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  argument  by  which 
the  prophet  urges  the  fecond  branch  of  his  requeft, 
which,  in  connexion,  runs  thus — "  Give  me  not  poverty* 
44  left  I  be  poor  and  fteal."  Having  not  only  explained 
the  general  principle  that  runs  through  the  whole  of  this 
fubjeft,  but  alfo  very  particularly  pointed  out  the  dangers 
attending  an  opulent  and  wealthy  ftate,  I  (hall  endeavor" 
to  do  the  fame  thing  with  refpeft  to  a  ftate  of  poverty  and 
ftraitnefs.  While  I  attempt  this,  I  am  fincerely  forry 
that  there  is  fo  much  propriety  in  the  fubjeft  ;  and  that  it 
is  fo  well  faited  to  the  circumftances  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place.  You  fee  the  prophet  confiders  the  great  and 
general  temptation  to  which  the  poor  are  expofed,  to  be 
difhoneft,  by  ufmg  fraudulent  means  <*f  relieving  their 
wants,  or  bettering  their  condition.  You  fee  alfo,  he  con- 
fiders this  temptation  in  its  progrefs,  not  only  inclining 
them  to  aft  unjuftly,  but  fometimes  proceeding  to  the  ter- 
rible degree  of  concealing  or  fupporting  the  fraud  by  falfe- 
hood,  and  perhaps  at  latt  by  perjury  or  falfe  fwearing  % 
n  left  I  be  poor  and  fteal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God 
w  in  vain/9 
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Let  tjs  fir  ft  confider  a  little  the  matter  of  fa£t,  as  it 
appears  in  experience,  and  then  a  few  of  its  principal 
caules. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe*  fhall  I  he  afraid  to  affirm,  that 
extreme  poverty  often  inclines  perfons  to  difhonefty  and 
fraud  ?  Will  it  be  thought  harfh  and  fevere  to  thofe  al- 
ready fufficiently  de  pre  fled  !  As  I  would  not  feeni  to  Rand 
in  this  place,  and  flatter  the  pride  of  the  greateft  and  molt 
eminent  of  my  fellow- tinners,  fu  neither  will  I  diflemble 
the  truth  from  a  falfe  companion  for  the  poor.  This 
would  indeed  be  doing  them  the  greateft  poflible  injury  ; 
it  would  be  treating  them,  from  miiUken  tendernefs,  as 
the  rich  are  often  treated  from  the  fear  or  partiality  of 
thofe  who  are  about  them ;  fullering  their  fclf^deeeit,  and 
not  fuffering  them  to  hear  the  molt  falutary  truths,  be- 
cauie  they  are  not  pleafing  to  the  flefli- 

It  is  undoubtedly  matter  of  experience,  that  great  po- 
verty makes  many  take  unjuft  and  unwarrantable  methods 
of  procuring  relief.  Not  only  lb,  but  they  feem  often 
difpofed  to  juftify  and  defend  them,  as  if  they  had  a  title" 
to  re&ify  the  mi  flakes  of  Providence,  in  the  diflribulion 
of  worldly  poflefllons.  This,  in  the  event,  receives  great 
encouragement  from  fome  who  feem  to  have  imbibed  a 
general  falfe  principle,  and  a£t  upon  it,  both  in  their  own 
condudt,  and  in  their  judgment  of  others.  In  the  divifion 
of  controverfy,  or  dividing  difputed  property,  when  one 
party  is,  or  is  tbppofed  to  be  rich,  and  in  eafy  circum- 
stances, and  the  other  poor,  and  in  a  mean  condition, 
they  think  that  inilead  of  adling  according  to  ftri&  juliice, 
the  advantage  fliould  always  be  made  to  fall  lo  the  poorer 
fide.  This  condudl  is  coniidered  by  fome,  not  only  as 
lawful,  but  as  laudable.  It  is  however  a  falfe  principle, 
and  is  condemned  in  fcripture,  which  fays,  ik  Neither 
"  fiialt  thou  countenance  a  poor  man  in  his  caufe."  It 
may  be  thought,  perhaps,  that  the  other  is  the  more  com- 
mon and  dangerous  partiality,  and  probably  it  is  io ;  yet 
this  alio  is  blame-worthy,  and  when  followed  out,  as  I  am 
afraid  it  too  often  is,  mud  involve  numbers  unawares  in 
the  guilt  of  Healing  ;  for  when  they  have  once  laid  down 
this  rule,  that  the  poor  have  fome  claim  upon  the  rich, 
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they  are  ready  to  apply  it  to  their  own  cafe,  and  extend 
it  very  far.  But  in  all  matters  of  property,  or  right  and 
wrong,  whether  a  perfon  is  rich  or  poor,  ought  to  be  ut- 
terly out  of  the  queition  ;  the  only  thing  to  be  confidered 
is,  what  is  jud  and  lawful.  The  rich  are  indeed,  in  point 
of  confcience,  bound  to  afilft  the  poor ;  but  this  mult  be 
their  own  aft;  no  perfon  can  take  the  fmalled  part  of  their 
property  without  their  confcnt,  but  he  is  guilty  of  an  a£t 
of  injuftice,  and  violation  of  the  law  of  God.  No  perfon 
has  a  right  to  make  them  generous  and  charitable  againfl 
their  wills,  or  to  exercife  their  own  generofity  and  charity 
at  their  expence.  This  mud  be  left  to  the  Supreme  Judge 
at  the  lad  day,  who  will  fay  to  them,  "  I  was  a  dranger 
ll  and  ye  took  me  not  in,  naked  and  ye  clothed  me  not, 
"  fick  and  in  prifon  and  ye  vifited  me  not."  But  what 
will  give  us  the  mod  didindt  view  of  the  influence  of 
poverty,  as  a  temptation,  is  the  too  frequent  conduit  of 
thofe  who  are  reduced  from  what  was  once  their  (late,  to 
poverty  or  debt,  by  misfortunes  or  extravagance,  or  mif. 
management  of  their  affairs.  The  temptation  of  poverty 
is  not  by  far  fo  great  to  thofe  in  the  meaneft  ranks  of  life* 
whofe  income,  though  fmall,  is  not  very  difproportionate 
to  what  hath  always  been  their  condition;  as  to  thofe  who 
are  reduced  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  date — The  few,  who 
in  fuch  a  fituation  prelerve  their  integrity  inviolated,  and 
their  fincerity  of  fpeech  unfufpedied,  deferve  the  higheft 
honor.  Nay,  I  am  perfuaded  that,  bad  as  the  world  is, 
every  perfon  in  reduced  circumdances,  would  meet  with 
compaffion  and  affiftance,  if  all  about  him  were  fenfible 
that  he  had  neither  lod  his  fubdance  by  negleft,  nor 
waded  it  by  riot,  nor  concealed  it  by  fraud.  But  though 
we  cannot  help  afcribing  fome  meafure  of  what  is  laid  to 
the  charge  of  perfons  in  this  unhappy  date,  to  the  rage 
and  refentment  of  thofe  who  have  differed  by  them ;  yet 
alas,  there  is  too  great  reafon  to  affirm,  that  they  are  too 
often  guilty  of  prevarication  and  fraud,  the  fins  mention- 
ed in  the  text. 

I  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  the  fo&,  but  will  confider 
a  little  the  reafons  of  it,  which  will  dire&ly  ferve  to  pro- 
mote  the  defign  of  this  difcourfe,  by  exciting  men  to  con- 

Vol.  II.  Hh 


%%i  T&t  Danger  of  Adversity. 


cem  and  foHcitudc,  as  well  as  pointing  out  the  proper 
means  of  avoiding  the  temptation,  The  genera!  reaibn 
of  this,  to  befure,  is  obvious  to  every  body,  that  perfons 
in  poverty,  being  ftrongly  foliated  by  the  appetites  com- 
mon to  all  men*  and  not  having  of  their  own  wherewith 
to  gratify  their  defires,  are  tempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  pro- 
perty of  others.  They  grudge  to  fee  that  others  have  the 
enjoyments  from  which  they  are  debarred ;  and  fince  they 
cannot  have  them  in  a  lawful,  make  bold  to  ferze  them  in 
an  unlawful  way.  But  this  I  do  not  infift  on,  that  I  may 
mention  one  or  two  particular  reafons,  which  will  fuggelt 
ibitabte  exhortations  to  duty. 

i.  The  firft  I  fhall  mentiont  is  ignorance-  This  15 
peculiarly  applicable  to  thofc  in  the  lowed  ranks  of  life. 
Through  poverty  they  are  not  fo  well  tnftriifted  as  they 
ought  to  be,  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  great 
rules  of  duty.  An  ignorant  ftate  is  almoft  always  a  Oate 
of  fecurity. — Their  confcienees  are  lefs  tender,  and  they 
are  lefs  fenfible  of  the  great  evil  of  prevarication  and  fraud. 
I  am  obliged,  in  fidelity,  to  fay*  that  in  the  private  infpec- 
tfon  of  my  charge,  though  I  have  found  fome  inftances 
both  of  poverty  and  ficknels  borne  with  the  moft  pious 
fcfignation,  there  are  alfo  fome  whofe  condition  might 
move  the  hardeft  heart,  living  in  the  moil  fordid  poverty, 
grofely  ignorant,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  lb  difpirited,  fo 
ntothfiil,  or  fo  proud;  that  they  will  do  little  to  obtain 
knowledge  for  themfelves,  or  communicate  it  to  their  chil- 
dren. Many  will'  not  attend  upon  the  public  means  of 
iriftruftion,  betaufe  they  cannot  appear  in  fuch  a  decent 
garb  as  they  could  wifh ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  they  keep 
their  children  from  them,  till  they  contract  fuch  habits  of 
Mlenefs  and  vice,  that  they  come  out  into  the  world  with- 
out principle,  obftinate  and  intra&ible.  Is  not  the  duty 
here  very  plain  ?  All.  fuch  Hiould  exert  themfelves  to 
6btain  the  knowledge  of  the  things  which  belong  to  their 
peace.  They  fhouid  neither  be  unwilling  nor  afham$d 
to  make  application  for  fupply;  and  even  the  coarfeft  rai- 
ment fhouid  not  hinder  them  from  appearing  in  the  houfe 
of  God.  Thus  they  will  find  acceptance  with  him,  if  they 
worfhip  him  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  preferable  to  thofe 
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who  a*e  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  their  hearts 
are  after  their  covetoufnefs. 

a.  Another  great  reafon  why  poverty  becomes  a  temp- 
tation to  fraud  is,  that  they  are  introduced  to  it  infenfibly, 
and  led  on  by  degrees.  The  fin  fteals  upon  them  by  lit- 
tle and  little.  People  involved  in  their  circumftancet,  to 
.get  rid  of  importunity  and  felicitation,  make  promifes, 
more  of  what  they  hope  or  wifh,  than  of  what  they  aije 
able  to  do.  Neceffity  ferves  as  an  excufe  for  their  failing 
to  their  own  minds,  and  thus  they  are  gradually  brought 
into  a -breach  of  fincerity,  and  proceed  from  lower  to  high* 
degrees  of  falfhood.  Little  arts  of  evafton  are  firft  made 
life  of,  and  doubtful  practices  are  entered  upon.  One  fin 
jeems  neceflary  to  ftrengthen  or  conceal  another,  till  at 
laft  the  groffeit  fraud,  and  fometimes  perjury  itfelf,  clofep 
the  unhappy  fcene.  I  have  read  an  excellent  obfervation, 
that  there  is  hardly  fuch  a  thing  as  a  fingle  fin ;  they  are 
Always  to  be  found  in  clutters.  I  am  Aire,  this  holds  in 
a  particular  manner  as  to  fins  of  injuftice.  They  are  ft) 
interwoven  and  connected  together,  that  you  cannot  re- 
ceive any  one  without  being  obliged  to  admit  the  reft* 
This  is  one  great  branch  of  the  deceitfulnefe  of  fin  in  ge- 
neral ;  with  a  view  to  which  the  apoftle  fays,  ♦'  But  ew- 
"  hort  one  another  daily  while  it  is  called  to-day,  left  any 
.*.*  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin."  ■■• 

3,  I  only  mention  one  other  reafon  of  poverty  being  a 
temptation  to  fraud,  viz.  that  in  time  it  deftroys  the  fenfe 
of  fhame.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  a  fenfe  of  (hame,  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fear  of  the  cenfure  of  others,  neither 
is,  nor  ought  to  be  the  main  principle  of  a  good  man's  ae* 
tions.  But  as  there  is  no  other  principle  at  all  in  many, 
fo  it  is  a  good  affiftant,  and  corroborative  when  juftly  dU 
refted;  but  now,  through  the  corrupt  maxims  of  the  world, 
poverty  is  fo  much  the  object  of  contempt,  and  thofe  who 
are  in  thisftate,  meet  every  day  with  fo  many  marks  of 
negleft  from  ail,  that  before  their  condition  is  known,  they 
will  do  almoft  any  thing  to  conceal  it,  and  after  it  is 
known,  they  become  in  time  fo  deftitute  of  fhame,  that 
they  are  under  no  further  reftraint. 
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jFrom  this  particular  branch  of  the  fubjcft,  let  me  put 
you  in  mind, 

*  I.  What  reafon  many  have  to  be  thankful  to  the  God 
of  Iifct  who  hath  given  them  their  daily  provifion,  if  not 
in  all  the  abundance  of  immenfe  riches,  yet  in  fulnefs  and 
fufficiency-  An  humble,  thankful  difpofition  Is  not  only 
your  duty,  in  return  for  the  divine  bounty,  but  is  itfelf 
the  richeti  and  fweeteft  ingredient  in  all  temporal  mercies, 
— It  is  that,  indeed,  which  makes  them  mercies. — Envi- 
ous perions  do  not  tafte  what  they  have,  their  evil  eye  be- 
ing fixed  oh  what  they  cannot  obtain.  Things  in  this  re* 
fpett  are  jolt  what  they  leem  to  be.  Our  comforts  are  as 
we  are  enabled  to  relifh  them.  The  fame  poifeffions  which 
ftre  defpiied  by  the  impatient  or  ambitious,  are  a  trcafurc 
and  abundance  to  the  humble  and  grateful. 

a.  If  poverty  is  a  temptation,  'it  ought  to  be  an  argu- 
ment to  all  to  avoid  it,  or  feek  deliverance  from  it  by  law- 
ful means.  Apply  yourfelves  with  lleadinde  and  perfe* 
ventnee  to  die  duties  of  your  calling,  that  you  may  pro- 
vide things  honeft  m  the  fight  of  all  men.  It  is  a  duty  of 
the  law,  and  of  the  pofpel ;  and  it  hath  this  prom  if.*,  in 
-general,  annexed  to  it,  that  l4  the  hand  of  the  diligent 
-"Hiaketh  rich."  Read,  I  befeech  ybii,  that  vaft  treafure 
>f  tifeful  inftru&ion,  the  book  of  Proverbs;  where*  you 
will  meet  with  many  excellent  counfels  and  wife  obferva- 
tions  uponthi$fubje6t.  Of  thefe  I  fhall  mention  at  pre- 
sent, but  two  paffages,  felefted  both  for  the  foundnefs  of 
the  inftru&ion;  and  the  beauty  of  the  illuftration.  "Go 
44  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard,  confider  her  ways  and  be  wife; 
44  Which  having  no  guide,  overfeer,  or  ruler,  provideth 
44  her  meat  iii  thefummer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the 
•#4  harveft.  How  long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard?  When 
< <4  wilt  thou  fcrife  out  of  thy  fleep?  So  (hall  thy  poverty 
"  come  as  one  that  travelled],  and  thy  want  as  an  armed 
44  man."  Arid  again ;  "  I  went  by  the  field  of  the  flothful, 
44  and  by  the  vineyard  of  the  man  void  of  underftandtng ; 
"  and  lo,  it  was  all  grown  over  with  thorns,  and  nettles 
•  4*  had  covered  the  face  thereof,  and  the  (lone-wall  thereof 
44  was  broken  down.", 
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3.  Arc  any  of  you  poor  and  reduced  in  your  circum- 
ftances,  fet  a  double  watch  upon  your  condu&,  and  ear- 
neftly  pray  that  God  may  preferve  you  from  fraud  and 
difingenuity  of  every  kind.  Rather  ftifFer  yourfelves  to 
be  dripped  of  every  thing,  and  apply  to  the  charity  of 
others,  which  is  not  finful,  and  ought  not  to  be  fhameful, 
than  take  any  difhoneft  methods  of  bettering  your  (late. 
O  melancholy  thought,  that  many,  when  they  become 
idefperate  in  their  circumftances,  become  alfo  defperate  in 
their  courfes,  and  drown  the  refle&ion  of  their  continences 
in  flothfulnefs  and  fenfuality  J  Sincerity,  integrity,  pati. 
ence  and  fobriety  in  a  ruined  fortune  are  doubly  eminent; 
at  lead,  whatever  they  may  be  in  the  fight  of  the  world, 
they  are  honorable  and  precious  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
of  all  good  men. 

Before  concluding,  fufler  me  to  make  one  or  two  re- 
flections on  the  fubjeft  in  general ;  the  feveral  parts  of 
which  I  have  now  explained.     And, 

1.  On  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjed,  I  would 
graft  this  important  leflon;  that  you  fhould  not  only  ftudjr 
to  preferve  yourfelves  from  fin,  but  from  all  fuch  circum- 
ftances of  temptation  as  are  dangerous  to  human  conftan* 
cy.  This  was  the  very  ground  of  the  prayer  of  the  pro- 
phet in  my  text,  and  is  the  fubftance  of  the  reafons  he  af- 
figns  for  his  requeft.  We  are  taught  the  fame  thing  in 
the  ttrongeft  manner,  by  the  feveral  inftances  of  human 
jfrailty,  and  the  folly  of  prefumptuous  confidence,  record! 
ed  in  fcripture.  u  Now  all  thefe  things  happened  unto 
44  them  for  enfamples,  and  they  are  written  for  our  admo- 
44  nition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come. 
44  Wherefore,  let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth  take  heed 
44  left  he  fall."  We  are  alfo  taught  the  fame  thing  by  him 
who  knew  what  was  in  man,  as  he  has  given  us  directi- 
ons in  the  form  of  prayer  which  he  taught  his  difciples,  to 
fay,  Lord,  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation.'* 

Are  you  really  unwilling  to  do  evil,  you  will  be  con- 
cerned to  keep  yourfelves  out  of  the  way  of  every  felici- 
tation to  it.  This  is  conftamly  the  effeft  of  a  judicious 
and  folid  piety,  and  thofe  who  aft  otherwife  (hew  that 
they  either  have  no  real  goodnefs,  or  that  they  are  very 
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y-eak  diriftians,  and  little  acquainted  cither  with  them* 
fcives,  or  this  prefent  evil  world. 

2,  You  may  learn  hownecefiary  it  is*  that  you  fhould 
look  for  ihe  divine  affiftante  and  diretVion,  to  avoid  the 
temptation  of  every  ftate  of  life.  Wc  arc  truly  of  ourfelve* 
unequal  to  the  trials  with  which  we  are  furrounded.  Not 
that  there  is  any  thing  unjuit  or  oppreffive  in  the  meafures 
of  Providence;  but  becauie  it  feems  good  to^our  Maker*  to 
oblige  us  to  a  con  flam  dependence  upon  himlclf  and  his 
promiled  help.  M  But  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  fuller 
*v  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able,  but  will  with 
M  the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcapet  that  ye  may 
u  be  able  to  bear  it/* 

The  leall  temptation  may  prove  too  hard  for  us,  if  wc 
negleft  to  apply  for  fupreme  aid;  but  in  divine  Rrength, 
we  may  bid  defiance  to  the  rnoll  form  if  I  able  oppofmon. 
This  temper  is  well  exemplified  and  defcribed  by  tlic 
apofUe  Paul  to  the  Corinthians.     *'  And  he  faid  unto  me, 

my  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee,  for  my  ftrength  is  made 
4  perfect  in  weaknefe.     Moll  gladly,  therefore »  will  1  ra* 

ther  glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrill 
tv  may  re  it  upon  me.  There  I  ore,  1  Cake  plcaiure  in  in* 
4i  firmities,  in  reproaches,  in  neceiiities,  in  perlecution, 
!'  indiltreffesforChrilVs  fake;  for  when  lam  weak,  then 
**  am  I  ftrong." 

t  3*  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what  an  in- 
feparable  connexion  there  is  between  true  religion  and 
your  employments  and  Hate  in  this  prefent  world.  They 
have  a  mutual,  ftrong,  and  conltant  influence  upon  one 
another.  It  is  a  fatal,  though  a  common  error  to  feparate 
themj  entirely  to  confine  religion  to  the  times  and  places 
pf  immediate  worfhip,  and  fuppofe  that  it  hath  nothing  to 
(Jo  with  the  maxims  of  trade  and  commerce,  or  other 
jvorkjly  callings.  On  the  contrary,  your  impreifions  of 
things  Tpiritual  and  eternal,  will  direct  and  regulate  your 
yiews  as  to  the  prefent  life;  and  your  fuccefs  or  misfor- 
tunes in  worldly  fchemes,  will  have  a  certain  and  vifible 
pffeft  upon  your  Chrillian  converfation,  and  the  Hate  of 
your  foids.  Therefore,  let  them  never  be  feparated  in 
your  own  yiews,  and  let  them  ftill  be  kept  in  their  proper 
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order  and  fubordination.  Though  the  light  and  trivial 
ufe,  not  only  of  the  name  of  God,  but  of  fcripture-lan- 
guage,  is  both  fmful  and  dangerous ;  and  though  a  for- 
ward oftentatious  piety  may  fometimes  look  fufp'ciousi 
yet  it  were  to  be  wifhed  we  had  more  of  a  grave  and  habi- 
tual acknowledgment  of  God  in  all  our  ways.  This  was 
the  language  of  the  Patriarchs  of  old.  In  one  of  the  for- 
mer  difcourfes  upon  this  fubjedt,  I  took  notice  of  Jacob's 
prayer,  when  he  fet  out  for  Padan-aram.  See  after  the 
increafe  of  his  family,  how  he  expreffes  himfelf  in  anfwef 
to  his  brother  Efau.  "And  he  lift  up  his  eyes  and  faw 
44  the  women  and  children,  and  faid,  who  are  thofe  with 
44  thee?  And  he  faid  the  children  which  God  hath  graci- 
44  oufly  given  thy  fervant."  See  alfo  the  apoftolical  direc- 
tion for  the  manner  of  projecting  our  future  purpofes.— 
44  Go  to  now,  ye  that  fay  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  we  will  go 
44  into  fuch  a  city,  and  continue  there  a  year,  and  buy 
4<  and  fell,  and  get  gain." 

4.  In  the  lalt  place,  let  me  befeech,  in  the  tendered 
manner,  every  one  of  you,  rich  and  poor,  to  remember 
an  approaching  eternity.  It  will  not  be  long  till  the  ho- 
norable, and  defpifed,  the  wealthy  and  the  needy,  the 
matter  and  the  fervant,  (hall  lie  down  in  the  duft.  Lay  hold 
of  that  covenant  of  peace  which  is  ordered  in  all  things 
and  fure.  Hear  a  great  and  conftant  truth.  "  What  is  a 
14  man  profited,  though  he  fhould  gain  the  whole  world 
44  and  lofe  his  own  foul,  or  what  ftiall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
44  change  for  his  foul  ?"  How  many  a  Lazarus  is  now  in 
Abraham's  bofom  ;  and  how  many  a  rich  man,  that  once 
lived  delicately  on  earth,  is  at  this  moment  tormented  in 
hell-fire  1  The  gofjtel  of  peace  is  now  preached  in  your 
ears.  Believe  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
ye  (hall  be  faved.  I  cannot  promife  that  you  (hall  be  rich, 
but  all  things  neceflary  are  affured  to  you  by  the  divine 
promife;  food  and  raiment,  fupport  under  trials,  ftrengtb 
for  duty,  and  in  the  world  to  come,  everlafling  reft. 


t     M9     j 
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SERMON   31, 


breached  in  the  Old  Prefbyterian  Church  in  New- York,  to  i 
ver  Jr  nuiherous  audience,  bn  the  evening  of  the  fecond  Sab- 
bath in  May,  1789. 
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And  they  brought  young  children  unto  him,  that  he  should 
touch  them,  and  his  disciples  rebuked  those  that  brought 
them.  But  when  Jesus  saw  it,  he  was  much  displeased, 
and  said  uhto  them,  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto 
me,  and  forbid  them  not :  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God; 
Verily  I  say  unto  you^  Whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  king- 
dom of  God  as  a  little  child,  he  shall  not  enter  therein.  And, 
he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  J  hem,  and 
blessed  them*, 

TftfERfe  arfe  feto  things  in  which  perfons  of  refledtion; 
in  general,  and  efpecialiy  thofe  who  fear  God,  are 
tadre  agreed,  than  the  importance  of  the  rifing  generation; 
br,  which  is  the  true  meaning  of  that  expreffion,  the  im- 
Jwrtancei  of  the  irtftruttion  arid  government  of  youth. 

This  is  a  fubjeft  of  great  extent,  and  may  alfo  be  takeri 
up  in  a  great  variety  of  lights.  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  think 
that  it  may,  as  well  as  many  others,  be,  with  much  ad- 
Vantage,  confidered  do&rinally  ;  and  that  a  clear  view  of 
tlivirie  truth  upon  every  iubjeft,  will  have  the  molt  pow- 
ferful  and  happy  influence,  not  only  in  dire&ing  our  fen- 
iirnents,  but  in  governing  our  practice. 

Vol.  IL  Ii 


Tl 


On  the  Religious 


There  is  much  to  be  feen  of  the  proper  glory  of  the  Re- 
deemer in  this  paffage  offcripture — His  ufefutnefs — his 
attention  to  improve  every  feemingly  accidental  occur- 
rence for  the  pur  pole  of  in(lru£tion,  and  his  amiable  con- 
defcenfion  to  all  who  humbly  applied  to  Him,  and  tender 
feeling  for  their  wants  and  weakneffcs.  It  appears  from 
this  paffage,  that  the  inhabitants  about  Jordan,  where  he 
then  was,  not  only  brought  their  ftck  to  be  healed,  as  they 
did  in  moil  other  places,  but  brought  young  children  "that 
41  he  ihould  touch  them**1  In  Luke  they  are  called  in- 
fants; and  in  the  latter  end  of  the  paffage  now  read,  it  is 
faid,  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  laid  his  hands  on  them*, 
and  bleffed  them;  fo  that  it  is  probable  they  were  all  of 
them  of  very  early  age,  and  fome  of  them  perhaps,  literally 
what  we  call  infants,  who  could  not  yet  fpeak  or  walk.  I 
fee  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  what  fome  commentators 
imagine,  that  they  might  labor  under  fome  diforder*  from 
which  the  parents  fuppofed  he  Would  care  them  :  If  this 
had  been  die  intention,  the  difciples  would  not,  probably, 
have  found  any  fault  with  it.  The  probabiliry  is,  that  th* 
parents  or  relations  of  the  children  brought  them*  expert* 
in£  that  he  would  lay  his  hands  on  them— authoritatively 
blefsthem,  and  pray  for  them  ;  from  which  they  believed 
important  benefits  might  be  derived  to  thenrw  The  dif- 
ciples, we  are  told,  u  rebuked  thofe  that  brought  them," 
fuppofing,  doubtlefs,  that  it  was  an  impertinent  and  unne- 
ceflary  interruption  of  their  mafler,  and  that  the  children 
could  receive  no  benefit  at  that  early  time  of  life;  and  who 
knows  but,  like  the  human  wifdom  of  later  times,  they 
might  think  the  attempt  fuperftitious  as  well  as  unneceffa- 
ry.  However,  our  Lord  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
faid — u  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
•*  forbid  thorn  not;  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  God.'* 

Now  the  fingle  fubjeft  of  this  difcourfe  (hall  be  \o  in- 
quire, What  is  the  import  of  this  declaration?  and,  What 
we  may  undsrftand  our  Saviour  as  affirming,  wht;n  he 
lays,  of  young  children  or  infants,  "  of  fuch  is  the  king- 
"  dom  of  God?"  After  this,  I  will  give  fuch  advices  as 
the  truths?  that  may  be  eftablifhed  (hall  fuggeit,  and  as  they 
fcem  to  me  mod  proper  to  enforce. 
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Let  us  then  confider  what  we  may  underftand  our  Sa- 
viour as  affirming,  when  he  fays  of  young  children  or  in. 
fants,  "  of  fiich  is  the  kingdom  of  God." 

And,  in  the  firft  place,  we  may  underftand  by  it,  that 
children  may  be  taken  within  the  bond  of  God's  covenant; 
become  members  of  the  vifible  chur-ch,  and,  in  confe- 
rence, be  relatively  holy.  I  do  not  found  the  lawful- 
iiefs  of  infant  baptiftri  on  this  paffage  alone,  and  mean  to 
enter  into  no  controverfy  on  the  fubjeft  at  this  time  ;  but, 
as  it  is  cleariy  eftabliftied  in  other  paffages,  it  may  well 
fee  underftood  here.  At  any  rate  fo  far  as  I  have  affirmed 
is  undoubtedly  certain,  that  they  may  be  admitted  within 
the  bond  of  God's  covenant.  We  know,  that  under  the 
Old  Teftament,  they  received  the  fign  of  circumcifion, 
which  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  faid  to  be  "  a  feal  of  the 
**  righteoufnefs  that  is  of  faith."  (Rom.  iv.  11.)  Many  be- 
nefit$  may  arife  from  this.  As  in  the  natural  conftitution 
of  man,  many  advantages  and  difadvantages  are  derived 
from  parents  upon  the  offspring,  fo  in  the  moral  conftitu- 
tion of  divine  grace,  many  blelfings,  fpiritual  and  tempo- 
ral, may  be  inherited  from  pious  parents.  Children  am 
the  fubjetts  of  prayer ;  and,  of  confequence,  within  reach 
of  the  promife.  The  believer  may  juftly  hope  for  his  feed 
dying  in  infancy,  and  in  after  life,  many  eventual  provi- 
dential mercies  may  bp  expefted  from  that  God  who 
"  ftieweth  mercy  to  thoufands  of  generations  of  them  that 
41  love  him." 

It  was  ufual  in  the  moft  ancient  times,  for  aged  or  holy 
perfons  to  Wefs  children  formally.  I  do  not  recolleft  in 
ancient  hiftory,  a  more  beautiful,  or  more  tender  fcene, 
than  that  we  have  recorded,  Gen.  xlviii.  i£.  of  thepatrU 
arch  Jacob's  bleffing  his  grand-children,  the  fons  of  Jofeph, 
when  he  was  about  to  die — •'  And  he  bleffed  Jofeph  and 
44  (aid,  God  before  whom  my  fathers,  Abraham  and  Ifaac, 
tc  did  walk,  the  God  which  fed  me  all  my  life  long  to  this 
4C  day,  the  angel  which  redeemed  me  from  all  evil,  blefs 
"  the  lads ;  and  let  my  name  be  named  upon  thejrri, 
**  and  the  name  of  my  fathers,  Abraham  and  Ifaac  : 
**  And  let  them  grow  into  a  multitude  in  the  midft  of  the 
«  earth, "    We  arc  told  by  an  ^ncicnt  writer  of  the  Chrifc 
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tian  church,  that  Ignatius,  afterwards  biftiop  of  Antioch, 
was  one  of  thofe  children  thus  brought  to  Chriit  for  I113 
blefling  ;  and  there  is  no  reafon,  that  1  know  of,  to  oppofe 
the  tradition  :  For  fuppofmg  him  to  have  been  an  infant, 
or  even  from  2  to  5  years  of  age,  it  would  make  him  only 
between  70  and  80  at  the  time  of  his  martyrdom,  in  the 
year  108  from  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

a.  The  declaration  "offuch  is  the  kingdom  of  Godt,f 
may  be  under  flood  to  imply,  that  children  may,  even  in 
infancy,  be  the  fubjefls  of  regenerating  grace,  and  thereby 
become  really  holy*  Thu  h  pUin  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing;  for  if  they  can  carry  the  corrupt  impreffion  of 
Adam's  nature  in  their  infant  {late,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  they  may  be  renewed  after  the  image  of  him  that  cre- 
ated them.  Almighty  power  can  eafily  have  accefs  to 
them,  and  can,  in  anfwer  to  prayers,  as  well  as  endeavors, 
form  them  for  their  Maker's  fervjee.  See  what  die  pro- 
phet Ifaiah  fays,  xxvni.  9.  u  Whom  fliall  he  teach  know* 
M  ledge  1  and  whom  fhaH  he  make  to  underftand  doftrine? 
H  Thofe  that  are  weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from 
u  the  breads,"  Samuel  was  a  child  of  prayer*  and  dedi- 
cated to  God  from  his  infant  years,  and  it  is  faid  ofhim. 
1  Sam,  ii.  26,  u  And  the  child  Samuel  prew,  and  was  in 
"  favor  both  with  the  Lord,  and  alio  with  men."  It  is 
an  expreffion  frequently  to  be  found  in  pious  writers,  and 
among  them  that  are  far  from  denying  the  univerfal  cor- 
ruption of  human  nature,  that  fome  may  be  faid  to  be 
fan&ified  from  the  womb— that  is,  that  the  time  of  their 
renovation  may  be  beyond  the  reach  both  of  underftand- 
ing  and  memory ;  and  this  being  certainly  poflible,  may 
jultly  be  confidered  as  the  objett  of  defire  and  the  fubjeflt 
of  prayer.  Few,  perhaps,  have  failed  to  obferve,  that 
lome  children  difcover  upon  the  fird  dawn  of  reafon,  an 
amiable  and  tradable  difpofition,  and  drink  in  fpiritual 
inftrudtion  with  defire  and  delight ;  while  others  difcover 
a  frowardnefs  anclrepugnance,  that  is  with  much  difficulty, 
if  at  all,  and  fometimes  never,  overcome. 

3.  I  think  this  declaration  implies,  that  children  are 
inuch  more  early  capable  of  receiving  benefit,  even  by 
pu,tward  means,  than  is  generally  fuppofec}.     No  doybt; 
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the  reafon  of  the  conduft  of  the  difciples  was,  that  tbcy. 
fuppofed  the  children  could  receive  no  benefit.  In  this, 
from  our  Lord's  anfwer,  it  is  probable  he  thought  them 
roiftakcn.  I  will  not  enlarge  on  fome  refined  remarks  of 
perfons  as  diftinguifhed  for  learning  as  piety ;  fome  q£ 
whom  have  fuppofed,  that  they  are  capable  of  receiving 
imprefiions  of  defire  and  averfion,  and  even  of  moral  tem- 
per, particularly,  of  love  or  hatred,  in  the  fir  ft  year  of 
their  lives.  I  mud,  however,  mention  a  remark  of  the' 
juftly  celebrated  M.  Fenelon,  archbilhop  of  Cambray,  h$- 
caufe  the  fatt  on  which  it  is  founded  is  undeniable,  and 
the  deduttion  from  it  important.  He  fays,  that '  before 
4  they  are  thought  capable  of  receiving  any  inftruCtion,  or 
'  the  lead  pains  are  taken  with  them,  they  learn  a  lan- 
'  guage. — Many  children  at  four  years  of  age  can  fpeak 

*  their  mother  tongue,  though  not  with  the  fame  accura- 
'  cy  or  grammatical  precifion,  yet  with  greater  readinefg 

*  and  fulnefs  than  mod  fcholars  do  a  foreign  language 
4  after  the  lludy  of  a  whole  life.'  If  I  were  to  enlarge 
tipon  this  I  might  fay,  they  not  only  difcover  their  intel- 
lectual powers  by  connecting  the  idea  with  the  fign,  but 
acquire  many  fentiments  of  good  and  evil,  right  and, 
wrong,  in  that  early  period  of  their  life.  Such  is  the  at- 
tention  of  children,  that  they  often  feem  to  know  their 
parents'  tempers  fooner  and  better  than  they  know  their's, 
and  to  ayail  themfelves  of  that  knowledge  to  obtain  their 
defues. 

To  apply  this  to  our  prefent  fubjeCt,  or  rather  the  oc- 
cafion  ot  it,  allow  me  to  obferve,  that  the  circumftances 
pf  folemn  tranfaCtions  are  often  deeply  engraven  upon 
very  young  minds.  It  is  not  impoffible  that  fome  of  thofe 
young  children  might  recolleCt  and  be  affeCted  with  the 
majeily  and  condefcenfion  of  Jef us  of  Nazareth,  and  the 
imprefiion  be  attended  with  happy  fruits.  At  any  rate* 
as  no  doubt  the  parents  would  often  relate  the  tranfaCtion 
to  their  children,  this  would  be  a  kind  of  fecondary  me- 
mory, and  have  the  fame  effeCt  upon  their  fentiments  and 
conduft. . 

4.  This  declaration  implies,  that  the  earlieft,  in  gene- 
Hi},  is  the  fitted  and  belt  time  for  inftruCtion.    This  part 
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of  the  fubjeft  has  been  treated  at  full  length  by  many  wrf* 
ters  in  every  age,  I  therefore  fhall  fay  the  lefs  upon  it — 
Only  obferve,  That  the  importance  of  early  inftruCtion  is 
written  upon  the  whole  fyflem  of  nature,  and  repeated  in 
every  page  of  the  hiftory  of  Providence.  You  may  bend 
a  young  twig  and  make  it  receive  almofi  any  form :  but 
that  which  has  attained  to  maturity,  and  taken  its  ply,  you 
will  never  bring  into  any  other  fhape  than  that  which  it 
naturally  bears.  In  the  fame  manner  thofe  habits  which 
men  contract  in  early  life,  and  are  ftrengthened  by  time, 
it  is  next  to  impoflible  to  change.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
fay  any  thing  in  oppofition  to  the  infinite  power  and  abfo- 
lute  fovereignty  of  God ;  but  let  us  alio  beware  of  confider- 
ing  thele  as  oppofed  to  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  or  the 
life  and  efficacy  of  means.  We  have  many  warnings 
upon  this  fubje£i  in  fcripture,  where  the  recovery  of  ari 
habitual  and  hardened  finner,  is  likened  to  a  natural  irn- 
poflibility,  Jer.  xuk  23. — M  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  bis 
**  Iktn,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then  may  ye  aifo  do  good 
u  that  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil/*  God  will  refttrve  to 
himfelf  his  own  abfolute  fovereignty,  but  it  is  at  every 
finner's  own  peril  if  he  prefume  upon  it  and  abufe  it, 

5.  This  declaration  of  our  Saviour — "  Of  fuch  is  the 
"  kingdom  of  God" — may  imply,  that,  in  fa6t,  the  real 
difciples  of  Chrift:  chiefly  confift  of  thofe  who  are  called  in 
their  earlier  years.  The  vifible  church  of  Ghrift  is  a  nu- 
merous and  mixed  fociety ;  but  his  myftical  body,  conV 
filling  of  real  believers,  I  think  we  are  warranted  from 
this  paffage  of  fcripture  and  others,  as  well  as  the  analogy 
of  faith,  and  the  reafon  and  nature  of  things,  to  fuppofef 
confifts  for  the  mod  part  of  thofe  who  are  called  in  infancy 
and  youth.  This  is  an  important  truth,  and  deeply 
fraught  with  inftru&ion  to  all,  of  every  rank.  There  are 
fome  called  after  a  courfe  of  oppofition  to  God,  but  they 
are  few  in  comparifon ;  therefore  the  apoftle  Paul  ftyles 
himfelf — u  One  born  out  of  due  time."  Perhaps  experi- 
ence and  a  deliberate  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  world,  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  this  aflertion.  The  inftances  of  convert 
fion  in  advanced  life,  are  very  rare:  and  when  it  feema 
to  happen,  it  is  perhaps  mod  commonly  the  refurr«&ioiy 
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of  thofe  feeds  which  were  fown  in  infancy,  but  had  been 
long  ftifled  by  the  violence  of  youthful  paffions,  or  tbd 

£urfuits  of  ambition  and  the  hurry  of  an  a&ive  life.  I 
ave  known  feveral  inftances  of  the  inftru&ions,  long 
tiegle&ed,  of  deceafed  parents,  at  lad  rifing  up,  afferting 
their  authority,  and  producing  the  deepeft  penitence  ana 
real  reformation.  But  my  experiences  furnifhes  me  with 
too  example  of  one  brought  up  in  ignorance  and  fecurity, 
after  a  long  courfe  of  profanenefs,  turning,  at  the  clofe 
of  life,  to  the  fervice  of  the  living  God.  The  m&ft  com* 
mon  cafe  is,  that  the  deep  fleep  continues  to  the  lad,  and* 
as  the  faying  is,  they  die  as  they  live ;  though  in  fome  in- 
ftances, when  the  fins  have  been  of  the  grofleft  kind,  con* 
icience  awakens  at  their  going  off  the  ftage,  and  they  feem, 
as  it  were,  to  begin  the  torments  of  hell  with  the  terror 
ef  defpair. 

You  will  find  in  fome  practical  writers  an  opinion,  ©i* 
lentiment,  that  feems  not  ill-founded  to  the  following  pur- 
•  fofe,  *  Some  are  called  at  the  eleventh  hour  that  none 
'•may  defpair/  and  there  are  few,  that  none  may  prefume* 
Others  make  a  diftindtion,  not  without  ground,  as  it  feema 
founded  upon  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment; That  when  the  gofpel  comes  to  a  people  that 
had  long  fitten  in  darknefs,  there  may  be  numerous  con- 
Verts  of  all  ages ;  but  when  the  gofpel  has  been  long 
preached  in  plenty  and  purity,  and  ordinances  regularly 
adminiftered,  few  but  thofe  who  are  calied  in  early  life 
are  ever  called  at  all.  A  very  judicious  and  pious  writer, 
Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  is  of  opinion,  that  in  a  regular  ftate 
of  the  church,  and  a  tolerable  meafure  of  faithfulnefs  and 
purity  in  its  officers,  family  inftruction  and  government 
are  the  ufual  means  of  converfion,  public  ordinances  of 
edification*  This  feems  agreeable  to  the  language  of 
fcripture ;  for  We  are  told  God  hath  fet  in  the  church 
V  apoftles,  prophets,  evangelilts,  pallors  and  teachers/' 
(not  for  converting  finners,  but)  "  for  perfefting  of  the 
"  faints  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  edifying  of 
u  the  body  of  Ghrill."  It  feems  to  add  further  weight  to 
this,  that  molt  of  thofe  who  are  recorded  in  fcripture  ad 
eminent  for  piety,  were  called  in  early  life;  and  weknovt 
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not  but  It  may  have  been  the  cafe  with  others,  though  not 
particularly  mentioned:  Thofe  I  have  in  view,  are  Abra- 
ham, Moles,  Samuel,  David,  Solomon,  Jofiah,  Daniel, 
and  the  three  Children,  in  the  OU  Teft anient,  and  in 
the  New,  John  Baptift  and  John  the  beloved  difciple  j 
of  whom  I  may  juft  obferve,  tJiat  no  other  reafon  has  ever 
been  given  for  the  Saviours  diftinguifliing  him  by  parti- 
tuW  ^iTuOion,  but  that  he  was  the  youngell  of  the  twelve* 
6*  In  the  lad  place,  this  declaration  implies  that  the 
comparative  innocence  of  children  h  a  leflbn  to  us,  and 
an  emblem  of  the  temper  and  carriage  of  Chrtfl's  real  difc 
ciplts*  This  mflruftion  we  are  not  left  to  infer  for  our- 
fdves.  Our  Lord  has  made  the  remark  in  die  paffag* 
Where  the  text  lies,  tl  Wliofoever  fliall  not  receive  the" 
11  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child,  fhall  not  enter  thcre- 
4V  in,"  This  is  direftly  levelled  againft  the  pride  of  (elf- 
fuIBciencv,  and  every  rough  and  boiflerouspafHon.  Ie  is 
remarkable  that  the  very  fame  image  is  made  ufc  of  in  fe* 
Veral  puffages  of  fcripture.  Tluis,  Matth*  xviii,  i,  2,  3+ 
4.  "  At  the  fame  time  came  the  difciples  unto  Jcfus, 
*  faying,  Who  is  the  grealeft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ? 
11  And  Jefus  called  a  little  child  unto  him,  and  fethim  in 
**  the  midft  of  them*  and  faid,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  ex- 
u  cept  ye  be  Converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye 
11  fhall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Whofo- 
41  ever,  therefore  fhall  humble  himfelf  as  this  little  child; 
44  the  fame  is  greateft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Stf 
ftlfo  the  apoftle  Paul,  1  Cor.  xiv.  20.  u  Brethren,  be  not 
"  children  in  underftanding :  hovvbeit,  in  malice  be  ye 
"  children,  but  in  underftanding  be  men  :9i — And  fur- 
ther, 1  Peter  ii.  1,  2.  u  Wherefore  laying  afide  all  ma- 
*'  lifce,  and  all  guile,  and  hypocrifies,  and  envies,  and 
u  all  evil  fpeakings,— as  new-born  babes,  defire  the  fin- 
"  cere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby." — » 
'The  graces  of  the  fpiritual  life  recommended  to  us  by  this 
beautiful  image,  are  humility,  geritlenefs,  teachablenefs* 
fincerity;  and  eafinefs  to  be  reconciled :  all  which  are  re- 
fnarkable  in  young  perfons,  and  are  frequently  loft  or  viti- 
ated by  growing  years* 
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.  I  come  now  to  make  a  pra&ical  improvement  of  the 
fubje&,  which  fhall  be  confined  to  pointing  out  the  duties 
faggefted  by  the  foregoing  truths,  as  they  are  feverally 
incumbent  on,  1.  parents;  2.  children;  3.  every  hearer 
of  the  gofpel. 

i.  Let  us  confider  the  duties  incumbent  on  parents* 
Is  it  fo,  that  of  children  or  infants  the  Redeemer  faid,  pt 
fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Then  parents  ihould  be 
(1)  thankful.  Thankfulnefs  is  a  happy  frame  of  fpiritin 
itfelf,  and  powerfully  reconciles  the  mind  to  difficult,  and 
animates  it  to  important  duties.  Be  thankful  then  for  the 
honor  that  is  done  you,  for  the  truft  that  is  repofed  iii 
you,  and  for  the  encouraging  promife  of  God  to  affift  and 
accept  of  you  in  the  difcharge  of  it.  "  Children  are  th$ 
44  gift  of  God,  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward." 
I  cannot  eafily  figure  to  myfelf  any  greater  earthly  bleffing 
than  to  have  children  to  be  the  objects  of  your  care  and 
diligence  while  you  live,  and  to  inherit  your  name  and 
fubftance,  when  you  yourfelves  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  na- 
ture, go  off  the  ftage.  And  is  it  a  little  honor  to  be  in- 
truded with  the  care  of  thefe  rational  creatures  of  God^ 
born  for  immortality,  and  whole  prefent  peace  and  fu- 
ture welfare  depend  fo  much  on  your  condudt  ?  Are  you 
not  called  to  prepare  members  for  the  church  of  Chrift? — - 
"  for  of  fuch  is  his  kingdom  ;"  and  however  important 
the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  (which  I  Ihould  be  the  laft  to 
detraft  from)  you  may  know,  that  it  is  out  of  a  niinifter's 
power  to  fpeak  to  the  under  ftanding  of  thofe  who  are  not 
prepared  by  previous  inftruttion.  But  above  all,  how 
thankful  fliould  you  be  for  the  encouragement  given  yoil 
to  bring  your  children  to  the  Saviour,  and  the  promife 
of  his  bleffing.  "  He  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  laid 
€i  his  hands  on  ihem  andblefled  them.19  fathers  !  Mo- 
thers !  What  ground  of  praife  to  the  condefcending 
Saviour  ! 

(2.)  Be  early  and  diligent  in  inftru&ion.  This  is  the 
great  and  fubftantial  evidence  you  are  called  to  give  of 
your  thankfulnefs  lor  the  mercy.  You  have  heard  that 
children  are  much  more  early  capable  of  receiving  be* 
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nefit  by  outward  means  than  is  commonly  fuppofed  :  Lei 
not,  therefore,  the  devil  and  the  world  be  too  far  before- 
hand with  you,  in  pofleffing  their  fancy,  engaging  their 
afteftions,  and  mifleading  their  judgment.  Is  it  a  fable, 
or  do  I  fpeak  troth  when  I  fay*  many  children  learn  td 
fwcar  before  they  learn  to  pray.     It  is  indeed  affetting 

10  a  ferious  mind,  to  hear  children  lifping  out  ill-pro- 
nounced  oaths,  or  fcutrilous  and  fcolding  abufe,  or  even 
Impurities  which  they  do  not  understand  ;  fo  that  the  firfl 
fentiments  they  form,  and  the  firfl  words  they  utter,  are 
thofe  of  impiety,  malice,  or  obfeenity.  Nay  I  have  ken 
children  in  their  mother's  arms  actually  taught  to  fcold, 
by  uttering  angry  founds,  before  they  could  fpeak  one 
word  with  diftinftnefs.  It  is  wholly  impoffible  for  me 
here  to  introduce  a  fyttem  of  directions  as  to  the  method 
of  early  inllruttion  ;  this  muft  be  learned  elfe where  and 
lit  another  time ;  but  I  mean  to  imprefs  your  minds  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  importance  and  neceffity  of  the  duty,  and 

I  will  add,  the  efficacy  of  it.  Remember  the  connexion 
between  the  duty  and  the  promife — **  Train  up  a  child  in 

11  the  way  hefhould  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  de- 

II  part  from  it/'  I  knew  a  pious  and  judicious  mimfler, 
tuho  affirmed,  that  we  did  not  give  credit  to  that  part  of 
God's  Word  if  we  did  not  believe  the  certainty  of  the  pro- 
mife, as  well  as  the  obligation  of  the  duty ;  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  every  parent,  when  he  feemed  to  fail,  fhould 
conclude  that  he  himfelf  had  been  undutiful,  and  not  that 
God  had  been  unfaithful. 

(3.)  Be  circumfpeft  and  edifying  in  your  example. 
All  the  arguments  that  prefsthe  former  exhortation,  ap- 
ply with  the  fame.,  perhaps  I  may  fay,  with  double  force 
to  this.  Example  is  itfelf  the  moft  powerful  and  fuccefs- 
tlfl  inftnifition ;  and  example  is  neceffary  to  give  meaning 
and  influence  to  all  other  inflruftion.  This  is  one  of 
the  oldefl:  maxims  upon  the  fubjeft  of  education  ; — Thfe 
Roman  fatyrift  fays,  "  Nil  didhi  vifuve  fcedum  haec 
m  fim'ma  tangat  intra  quae  puer  eft.*  Let  nothing  bafe 
fee  feen  or  heard  within  thele  walls  in  which  a  child  is. 
Aral  if  children  naturally  farm  their  fentiments,  habits 


Education  qf Children.  ^m 

and  manners,  by  imitation  of  others  ia  general,  hop* 
much  more  powerful  mud  be  the  example  of  paretttt* 
who  are  every  hour  in  their  fight,  whom  nature  teaohef 
them,  and  whom  duty  obliges  them  to  love,  and  wheQ 
it  comes  recommended  by  the  continual  intercourfe*  aix{ 
the  endearing  fervices  that  flow  from  that  intimate  re* 
lation. 

(4.)  Laftly,  parents  are  taught  here  perfeverance  ao4 
importunity  in  prayer.  This,  indeed,  is  an  important 
thing  upon  every  fubjeft  of  our  requeits  to  God.  Our 
Saviour  fpoke  a  parable  on  purpofe  to  teach  men,  that 
they  fliould  pray  and  not  faint,  Luke  xviii.  1.  And  if 
we  are  called  to  believe,  chat  u  if  we  aflc  any  thing  agree* 
"  able  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us/9  what  more  agreeably 
to  his  will  than  frequent  and  importunate  prayer  for  th# 
temporal  and  fpiritual  happinefs  of  children— What  a 
fupport  this  to  the  faith  of  prayer.  You  ought,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  remember  that,  as  the  prophet  Jeremiajj 
fays,  "  it  is  good  for  a  man  to  hope  and  quietly  to  wait 
44  for  the  falvation  of  God."  The  anfwer  of  prayer  may 
come  at  a  much  greater  diftance  than  we  are  apt  to  look 
for  it.  There  is  a  remarkable  anecdote  handed  down  to 
us,  refpe&ing  the  famous  St.  Auguftine,  He  was  the  foq, 
of  an  eminently  pious  woman,  whofe  name  was  Monica, 
yet  he  was  in  his  youth  very  loofe  and  di  (orderly,  On* 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  it  is  faid,  feeing  him  pafs  along  th$ 
iireet,  refle&ed  upon  him  with  great  feverity,  as  a  dif- 
grace  to  fociely ;  but  another  made  anfwer,  that  he  was 
not  without  hopes  of  him  after  all,  for  he  thought  it  next  tQ 
impoffible  that  the  fon  of  fo  many  prayers  Ihould  perilh. — - 
And  we  know,  that  in  fa£t,  he  became  in  due  time  one  of 
the  mod  eminent  champions  for  evangelical  truth.  Ther* 
is  not  the  lead  doubt  that  many  prayers,  and  efpeqially  of 
this  kind,  may  have  their  anfwer  and  accomplifhment 
after  the  believer  that  offered  them  has  been  many  year* 
fleeping  in  (he  duih 

2.  The  truths  above  illuftrated,  fuggeft  important  ad- 
vices  to  children,  that  is,  to  fuch  young  perfons  as  ar* 
able  to  underflapd  and  apply  them.  (1.)  Preferve  a  tefl? 
tfernefs  of  heart,  and  be  thankful  that  you  are  npt  yet 
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hardened  by  habitual  guilt,  nor  fentenceit  to  perpetual 
barrennefs  by  the  judgment  of  a  righteous  God.  Efteem* 
embrace,  improve  the  precious  but  flying  lealbn.  Heark- 
en  to  the  inftruftions  of  parents;  the  admonitions  of 
pallors,  the  leflbns  of  providence,  and  the  di&ates  of 
God's  holy  fpirit  fpeaking  by  the  conference.  Think  of 
the  amiablenefs  of  early  piety  in  the  fight  of  men  ;  and 
its  acceptablenefs  in  the  fight  of  God— "  !  love  them  that 
4<  love  me/*  fays  he  by  his  prophet ;  u  and  they  that  feek 
**  me  early  fhall  find  me,1' 

(2.)  Re  not  fatisficd  with,  or  truft  in  outward  privile- 
ges. If  you  are  the  children  of  pious  parents*  who  have 
lived  rear  to  God  ;  if  you  have  bien  favored  with  early 
inftruftion,  unlefs  thefe  advantages  are  improved,  they 
Will  not  plead  for,  but  againfl  you,  at  the  great  day. 
This  is  the  diftate  both  of  fcripture  and  reafon,  u  to 
*•  whomfoever  much  is  given,  of  them  much  will  be  re- 
"quired."  There  is  a  common  faying,  t|iat  is  neither 
agreeable  to  truth  nor  experience,  and  yet  fometimes 
obtains  belief  in  a  blinded  world,  that  the  children  of 
good  people  are  as  bad  as  any :  as  if  early  education, 
which  is  of  fo  much  influence  in  learning  every  thing 
elfe,  (hould  have  no  effe£t  in  religion.  On  the  contrary^ 
whdre  do  we  expect  to  find  pious  youth,  but  in  pious 
families,  or  fober  and  induftrious  youth,  but  in  fober  and 
indubious  families  ?  I  fliould  call  that  man  prudent  in 
the  condudl  of  life,  who  in  the  choice  of  a  iervant,  an 
apprentice,  or  a  partner  in  bufinefs,  would  pay  almoft 
as  much  attention  to  the  blood  and  parentage,  as  to  the 

Ejrfon  with  whom  he  was  to  be  immediately  connefted. 
ut  if  we  take  notice  of  what  probably  gave  occafion  to 
the  miftake,  viz.  that  the  wicked  children  of  pious  pa- 
rents are  thfe  word  of  any,  it  i$  a  truth  of  the  utmoft  mo- 
ment, and  eafily  accounted  for.  They  burft  afunder 
the  ftrongeft  ties,  they  are  under  the  unhappy  neceffity  of 
mattering  confeience  by  highhanded  wickednefs,  and 
commonly  come  to  fpeedy  and  deferved  ruin :  u  He  that 
^  being  often  reproved,  hardeheth  his  heck,  ftiall  foddenly 
J*  be  destroyed,  and  that  without  remedy*?! 
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'  (3.)  Do  not  fatisfy  yourfelves  with  a  name  to  live,  while 
you  are  dead.  Though  fome  young  perfons  religioufly 
educated,  by  falling  into  diffolute  fociety,  become  open 
profligates,  there-  are  others  who  retain  the  form  without 
the  life  of  religion :  Therefore,  if  nature  hath  given  you 
amiable  difpofitions ;  if  thefe  have  been  cultivated  by  a 
^pious  and  prudent  education ;  if  you  feel  the  reftraint  of 
natural  confcience;  if  you  are  defirous  of  public  praifc, 
or  afraid  of  public  fhame,  do  not  neglect  any  of  thefe  pre: 
fervatives  from  fin ;  but  yet  endeavor  to  obtain,  and  fee 
that  you  be  governed  by  a  principle  fuperior  to  them  all? 
the  hppe  of  final  acceptance  with  God  through  Chrift. 
Aft  of  him  to  give  you  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit. 
to  "  create  you  a-new  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works, 
'*  which  God  hath  before  ordained,  that  we  fhoqld  walk  in 
*  them." 

In  the  lad  place,  this  fubjett  fuggefts  fome  important 
inftruttions  to  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  in  general,  (i.j 
Lofe  no  time  in  providing  for  your  great  and  beft  intereft. 
Every  argument  that  tends  to  fhew  the  importance  of 
early  piety,  may  be  applied,  with  equal  or  greater  force, 
to  fhew  the  danger  of  delay  in  more  advanced  years* 
What  is  wife  or  amiable  in  youth,  is  neceffary  to  thofe 
who  are  nearer  their  journey's  end.  But  confidering  my? 
ft  If  as  fpeaking  to  profeffing  Chriftians,  what  I  would 
earnelHy  advife  you,  is,  to  apply  the  principles  above  laid 
do.. n,  to  particular  purpofes,  as  well  as  to  your  general 
conduft.  If  confcience  or  providence  has  pointed  out  to 
you  any  thing  that  you  may  do  to  advantage,  either  for 
yourfelves  or  others,  lofe  no  time  in  fetting  about  it,  be- 
caufe  you  dp  not  know  how  little  time  may  be  yours :  So 
fays  the  wife  man,  Ecc.  ix.  10.  "  Whatfoever  thy  hand 
f4  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might;  for  there  is  no 
u  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the 
"  grave  whither  thou  goett.-' 

(2.)  Do  not  forget  the  improvement  of  this  fubjeft, 
which  our  Saviour  himfelf  has  pointed  out ;  imitate  the 
temper  of  children ;  learn  to  be  humble  and  teachable^" 
gentle  and  eafy  to  be  intreated.  Both  watch  and  pray 
ttgainft  all  violent  attachments,  rude  and  boifterous  paf? 
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lions,  and  deep  rooted  refentment.  Obfcrve  how  the 
little  lambs  lay  down  their  refentment,  and  forget  their 
quarrels*  Under  this  particular,  it  is  proper  to  recom- 
mend a  decency  of  deportment,  and  a  contempt  of  all 
vanity  and  affe&ation,  as  well  as  fimpUcity  and  fince- 
rity  of  fpeech,  and  a  contempt  of  all  artifice  and  re- 
finement The  apoltte  has  given  an  excellent  defcrip- 
tion  of  this,  2  Cor.  i.  11.  "  For  our  rejoicing  is  this, 
*  the  teftimony  of  our  confctencc,  that  in  Simplicity 
11  and  godly  fincerity,  not  with  flefhly  wifdom,  bat  by 
u  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the 
"iworid." 

(3.)  Set  a  good  example  before  others  in  general,  but 
efpecially  young  perfons.  The  old  rule,  Maxima  de- 
b$tur  pucris  revercntia,  ought  to  be  pondered  as  well  as 
recolle&ed.  It  13  of  much  importance  what  our  vifible 
conduCt  is,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  becaufe  we 
continually  contribute  to  form  each  others  tempers  and 
habits;  but  greater  caution  is  neceflary  in  pre  (en  ce  of 
young  perfons,  both  becaufe  they  are  moll  prone  to  imi- 
tation, and  becaufe  they  have  the  lead  judgment  to 
inake  proper  di(lm£tfons,  or  to  refufe  the  evil,  and  choofc 
the  good-  Some  inftances  might  be  given,  in  which 
things  might  be  faid  or  done,  before  perfons  of  full  under- 
ftandtng,  without  injury,  that  could  not  be  done  with- 
out injury,  $r  at  leaft  without  danger,  before  perfons  in 
/early  life. 

(4.)  In  the  laft  place,  be  not  wanting  in  your  endea- 
vors and  prayers  for  the  public  intereft  of  religion,  and 
£he  profperity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  Support,  by 
your  conduct  and  converfation,  the  public  credit  of  reli- 
gion.— What  is  more  powerful  over  the  minds  of  met} 
juid  the  njanners  of  the  age,  than  public  opinion  ?  It  is 
piore  powerful  than  the  mod  fanguinary  laws.  And 
>vhat  is  public  opinion  ?  It  is  formed  by  the  fentiments 
that  are  moft  frequently  heard,  and  moft  approved  in 
Converfation.  Had  we  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
yifible  religion,  what  a  powerful  principle  would  it  be, 
of  prudent,  watchful,  guarded  conduit,  in  every  (late  aixl 
circumftance  of  life  ?  Whatever  reafpn  there  may  be  t9 
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complain  of  the  frequency  of  hypocrify,  or  feeking  tW 
applaufe  of  men,  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  lefs  reafon  to 
complain  of  the  want  of  attention  to  that  precept  of  the 
apoftle,  "  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but 
"  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others ;"  or  of  our 
Lord  himfelf,  Matt.  v.  16.  "  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  be*. 
**  fore  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and 
44  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.'*  I  apprehend 
that  thefe  feemingly  oppofite  faults,  are  not  always  fepa- 
rated,  but  often  found  in  the  fame  perfons ;  that  is  to  fay, 
there  may  be  a  ftrong  defire  after,  and  endeavor  to  obtain 
public  applaufe,  by  a  few  fplendid  and  popular  a&ions, 
and  yet  but  little  attention  to  that  prudent  and  exemplary 
conduft,  which  promotes  public  ufefulnefs.  Confider 
what  you  have  heard,  and  the  Lord  give  you  underftand- 
ing  to  improve  and  apply  it,  for  Chrift's  fake.    Amen, 


C    **5    1 


DEVOTEDNESS  TO   GOD, 

SERMON  32. 


Psalm  cxvi.  16. 

^h  Lord,  truly  I am  thy  servant ;  1 am  thy  servant,  an  J  the 
ton  of  thine  handmaid :  thou  hast  loosed  my  bonds 4 

ACTION    SERMON. 
My  BRE*HREtf, 

THERE  is  fomething  fo  fefvent  add  a#e£Honate  irf 
the  language  of  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  that 
it  is  extremely  proper  to  be  adopted  by  us  in  a&s  of  ado- 
fation,  ttuft,  or  Amplication  to  God.  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  de- 
termine, Whether  we  ought  to  eonfider  the  Chriftian>s  ac-» 
cefs  to  God,  at  his  lioly  table,  chiefly  under  one  or  othef 
of  thefe  views,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  a  fort  of 
compound  of  union  of  the  whole — Veneration  and  Wor« 
fhip  of  the  eternal  God,  and  the  incarnate  Redeemer,  ex- 
hibited to  us,  and  as  it  were  brought  near  to  us  by  the  help 
of  the  inflituted  figns:  Reliance  and  confidence  in  God, 
from  the  opportunity  given  us  of  laying  hold  of  his  cove- 
nant :  and  thankful  fapplication  to  God  for  his  fupport 
and  countenance,  in  the  furrender  of  ourfelves  to  his  fer- 
vice.  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  the  words  of  the  Pfalm* 
ift  in  this  pafiage,  as  carrying  in  them  a  mixture  of  all 
Ihefe  holy  affe&ions.  "Oh  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  far- 
Vox..  II,  LI 
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-<  vant ;  I  am  thy  fervant,  and  the  fon  of  thine  handmard* 
•i  Thou  haft  loafed  my  bonds:  I  will  offer  to  thee  the  fa- 
u  orifice  of  thankfgiving,  and  will  call  upon  the  name  of 
*  the  Lord/* 

This  Pfalm,  of  which  David  is  univerfally  admitted  to 
be  the  author*  kerns  plainly  to  have  been  compofed  after 
fome  fignal  deliverance,  of  which  the  remembrance  was 
freih  upon  his  mind.  It  was  fuch  as  had  brought  his  lite 
itfelf  into  the  mod  imminent  danger.  He  acknowledges 
in  the  verfe  preceding  the  text,  the  peculiar  and  gracious 
care  which  God  takes  of  the  life  of  his  people  :  **  Precious 
"  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints;1*  and 
then  makes  the  profeffion  of  relation,  gratitude,  and  duty, 

contained  in  the  words  of  the  text— As  they  ieem  to 

me  to  be  very  com prehen five,  and  with  great  propriety  to* 
exprefs  what  ought  to  be  the  habitual  tamper  of  a  Chrif- 
tian,  and  the  frame  of  fpirit  with  which  a  communicant 
ought  to  draw  near  to  God  at  his  table  ;  I  fhall  endeavor, 
in  dependance  on  divine  grace, 

I,  To  open  the  import  of  the  Pfalmift's  declaration  and 
purpofe* 

II*  To  apply  tt  to  you  as  hearers  of  the  Gofpel  in  ge- 
neral, as  well  as  with  a  view  to  the  facred  employment 
immediately  before  you. 

Firft,  then,  I  propofe  to  open  the  import  of  the  Pfalmift's 
declaration  and  purpofe  in  the  text.  This  I  think  may 
be  included  in  the  following  particulars,  to  which  I  intreat 
your  ferious  attention. 

i.  This  expreffion  of  the  king  of  Ifrael,  implies  a  very 
humble  fenfeof  his  diftance  from,  and  dependance  upon 
God,  as  his  creature.  This  is  the  firft  view  which  a  peni- 
tent hath  of  himfelf  when  he  returns  to  God.  It  is  the 
firft  view  which  a  good  man  hath  of  himfelf  in  his  ap- 

proaches  to  or  communion  with  God.     And  indeed  it  is 

what  ought  to  be  infeparable  from  the  exercile  of  every 
other  pious  affeftion.  To  have  as  it  were  high  and  ho- 
norable thoughts  of  the  majeiiy  and  greatnefs  of  the  living 
God,  and  a  deep  and  awful  impreflion  of  the  immedia^ 
and  continual  prefence  of  the  heart-fearching  God — this 
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naturally  produces  the  greateft  felf-abafement,  and  the 
moft  unfeigned  fubje&ion  of  fpirit,  before  our  Maker.  It 
leads  to  a  confeffion  of  him  as  Lord  over  all,  and  having 
the  molt  abfolute  right  not  only  to  the  obedience,  but  to 
the  difpofal  of  all  his  creatures.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
this  is  conveyed  to  us  in  the  language  of  the  Pfalmift* 
when  he  fays,  u  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant."  Ht 
was  a  prince  among  his  fubje&s,  and  had  many  other  ho* 
norable  diilindiions,  both  natural  and  acquired,  among 
xnen ;  but  he  was  fcnfible  of  his  being  a  fervant  and  fub- 
jeft  of  the  King  of  kings ;  and  the  force  of  his  expreffion, 
"  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,"  not  only  fignifies  the  certainty 
of  the  thing,  but  how  deeply  and  ftrongly  he  then  felt  a 
convi&ion  of  its  truth. 

Suffer  me  to  fay,  my  brethren,  that  there  is  much  mpte 
in  this,  than  many  apprehend.  The  fcripture  fpeaks  often 
of  the  knowledge  of  God,  of  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of 
Goi,  as  a  thing  peculiar  to  his  people,  which  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  merely  fpeculative  opinions  as  to  his  nature 
and  perfections.  It  implies  an  awful  impreflion  of  his 
power  and  greatnefs,  a  deep  fenfe  how  little  the  creature  is 
before  him,  and  how  entirely  it  is  in  his  hand.  I  love 
that  expreffion  ufed  by  feveral  pious  writers  of  the  laft  age, 
of  bowing  before  the  fovereignty  of  God.  When  a  be- 
liever or  a  worfhipper  hath  a  proper  view  of  this ;  when  it 
is  brought  home  upon  his  fpirit ;  it  as  it  were  banifhes  all 
other  things,  all  other  relations,  all  other  perfons  ;  and  he 
is,  to  his  apprehenfion,  alone  in  the  prefence  of  the  invi- 
sible God.  And  then  what  abafement  of  foul  is  of  necet 
fity  produced !  then  no  language  can  be  found  fufficient 
to  exprefs  his  vilenefs  and  nothingnefs  in  his  own  fight 
He  may  be  a  rich  man  among  his  poor  neighbors,  or  a 
great  man  among  his  numerous  attendants,  or  a  learned 
man  among  the  ignorant  vulgar ;  but  alas,  he  is  no  more 
than  finful  dufl  and  afhes  before  the  omnipotent  Jehovah; 
There  is  fomething  very  magnificent  in  the  defcription 
given  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  of  the  majefty  of  God,  and 
the  correfpondent  fentiments  of  thofe  who  fee  and  feel  it, 
in  the  2d  chapter  of  his  prophecies,  verfe  10, 11.  u  En- 
"  ter  into  the  rock,  and  bide  thee  in  the  duft,  for  feax  <& 
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"  the  Lord j  and  for  the  glory  of  his  Majefty.  The  lofty 
**  looks  of  man  (hall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of 
tf  men  (hall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  (hall  be 
*'  exalted  in  that  clay/*  And  again,  verfea  19,  20,  21,  «. 
**  And  they  /hall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  into 
**  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
*'  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  (bake  terribly 
*(  the  earth.  In  that  day  a  man  (lull  caft  his  idols  of  fil- 
**  ver,  and  his  idols  of  gold,  which  they  made,  each  one 
14  for  himfelf  to  worfhip,  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  :  to 
f*  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  tops  of  the 
"  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of 
**  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  (hake  terribly  the  earth. 
"  Ceafe  ye  from  man,  whole  breath  is  in  his  noftrils  i 
I*  for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of?*1 

2.  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmiil  implies  a  confef- 
(ion  of  his  being  bound  by  particular  covenant  and  con- 
fent  unto  God,  and  a  repetition  of  the  fame  by  a  new  ad- 
herence.   This,  as  it  was  certainly  true  with  regard  to  him, 
Tuving  often  dedicated  himfelf  to  God,  fo  I  take  it  to  be 
concluded  on  the  reiteration  of  the  exprtflion  here,  M  Oh 
"  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  I  am  thy  fervant."  As 
if  he  had  (aid,  4  Oh  Lord,  it  is  undeniable ;  it  is  impof- 
4  fible  to  recede  from  it.     I  am  thine  by  many  ties.     I  am 
4  by  nature  thy  fubjeft  and  thy  creature  ;  and  I  have  many 
4  times  confefled  thy  right,  and  prom i fed  my  own  duty.' 
I  need  not  mention  to  you,  either  the  examples  in  the 
Pfalmift's   writings,  or  the   occafions   in  his  hiitory,  on 
which  he  folemnly  furrendered  himfelf  to  God.     It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  fay,  that  it  was  very  proper  that  he  fhould  fre- 
quently call  this  to  mind,  and  confefs  it  before  God,  as 
what,  though  it  could  not  make  his  Creator's  right  any 
ftronger,  would  certainly  make  the  guilt  of  his  own  vio- 
lation of  it,  fo  much  the  greater.     It  was  certainly  alfo  a 
repetition  of  thofe  engagements,  and  a  folemn  promife  of 
continued  adherence  to  them.     There  is  no  appearance 
in  his  language,  that  he  either  regrets  or  repents  his  fub- 
je&ion  to  God;  on  the  contrary,  he  manifelts  his  delibe- 
rate approbation  of  it,  as  his  intereft  as  well   as  duty. 
What  he  fays  here  to  God,  has  fomething  of  the  fame 
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meaning  with  what  he  fays  elfewhere  to  his  owft  foul.  P&. 
xvi.  2.  "  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord,  thou  art 
,fi  my  Lord."  And  he  afterwards  expreffes  the  greateft 
complacency  in  this  choice,  verfes  £,  6,  of  the  above 
'Pfalm,  "  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance, 
**  and  my  cup ;  thou  maintained  my  lot.  The  lines  art 
**  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  places  ;  yea,  I  have  a  goodly 
"  heritage." 

I  take  it  to  be  very  natural  for  pious  perfons  to  look 
back  upon  their  former  engagements  to  God.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  worfhip  they  owe  to  him,  not  only  to  glorify  him 
*s  God,  but  to  adhere  to  him  as  their  God.  It  comes  in 
with  propriety  as  a  part  of  confefiion,  of  praife,  and  of  ho- 
ly refplution.  It  humbles  the  fpirit  under  a  fenfe  of  fin, 
as  a  breach  of  promife,  as  well  as  duty.  It  is  matter  of 
praife  that  we  have  been  inclined  and  enabled  to  give  our* 
felves  to  God,  according  to  the  beautiful  fentiment  of  Da- 
vid, who  gives  thanks  to  God,  that  he  and  his  people  had 
been  enabled  to  make  fuch  free  and  liberal  contributions 
to  the  building  of  the  Temple,  1  Chron.  xxix.  13,  14. 
"  Now  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee,  and  praife  thy 
"  glorious  name.  But  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people, 
M  that  we  ftiould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  thi$ 
u  fort  ?  for  all  things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have 
**  we  given  thee."  It  is  alfo  plainly  a  part  of  our  new 
engagement,  which  is  no  more  than  a  ratification  of  whaj 
we  have  often  and  willingly  done  before.  (^' 

3.  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmifl  is  an  expreffion  rf 
his  peculiar  and  fpeclai  relation  to  God,  M  I  am  thy  fer-  / 
"  vant  and  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."     There  is  ano-/ 
ther  paflage  of  his  writings,  where  the  fame  expreffion  oc- 
curs, Pfal.  lxxxvi.  16.  "  O  turn  unto  me,  and  have  meiv 
f4  cy  upon  me,  give  thy  flrength  unto  thy  fervant,  and  fave 
"  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."     There  is  fome  variation"- 
indeed  among  interpreters  in  the  way  of  illuftrating  thjs 
phrafe.     Some  take  it  for  a  figurative  way  of  affirming 
that  he  was  bound  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  God,  as 
thofe  children  who  were  born,  ofamaidfervant,  and  born 
in  his  own  houfe,  a*e  in  the  mod  abfolute  planner  K& 
property.    Others'  tafce  it  tp  figmfy  h\a'Y*\?t^  tk*.  <a^ 
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61  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  Majefty.  The  lofty 
*'  looks  of  man  fhall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughttnefs  of 
44  men  fhall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  fhall  be 
ft  exalted  in  that  day,"  And  again,  verfefi  19,  2Qt  21,  22, 
44  And  they  fhall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  into 
11  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
"  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeih  to  fliake  terribly 
H  the  earth.  In  that  clay  a  man  fhall  caft  his  idols  of  fil- 
t*  ver*  and  his  idols  of  gold*  which  they  made,  each  one 
ft  for  hirnfelf  to  worftrip,  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  :  to 
F  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  tops  of  the 
41  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of 
**  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  fhake  terribly  the  earth. 
"  Ceafe  ye  from  man,  whole  breath  is  in  his  npftrils  t 
44  for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of?" 

2-  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmilt  implies  a  confef- 
fion  of  his  being  bound  by  particular  covenant  and  con- 
fent  unto  God,   and  a  repetition  of  the  fame  by  a  new  ad- 
herence.   This >  as  it  was  certainly  true  with  regard  to  him, 
tiaving  often  dedicated  himfelf  to  God,  fo  I  take  it  to  be 
concluded  on  the  reiteration  of  the  expreffion  here,  t4  Oh 
44  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  t  am  thy  fervant.,f  As 
if  he  had  faid,  4  Oh  Lord,  it  is  undeniable ;  it  is  impof- 
4  fible  to  recede  from  it.     I  am  thine  by  many  ties.     I  am 
*  by  nature  thy  fubje£t  and  thy  creature  ;  and  I  have  many 
4  times  confeflcd  thy  right,  and  prom i fed  my  own  duty.' 
I  need  not  mention  to  you,  either  the  examples  in  the 
Pfalmift's   writings,  or  the   occafions  in  his  hittory,  on 
which  he  folemnly  furrendered  himfelf  to  God.     It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  fay,  that  it  was  very  proper  that  he  fhould  fre- 
quently call  this  to  mind,  and  confefs  it  before  God,  as 
what,  though  it  could  not  make  his  Creator's  right  any 
ftronger,  would  certainly  make  the  guilt  of  his  own  vio- 
lation of  it,  fo  much  the  greater.     It  was  certainly  alfo  a 
repetition  of  thofe  engagements,  and  a  folemn  promife  of 
continued  adherence  to  them.     There  is  no  appearance 
in  his  language,  that  he  either  regrets  or  repents  his  fub- 
jettion  to  God}  on  the  contrary,  he  manifelts  his  delibe- 
rate approbation  of  it,  as  his  intereft  as  well   as  duty. 
What  he  fays  here  to  God,  has  fomething  of  the  feme 
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meaning  with  what  he  fays  elfewhcre  to  his  owft  foul.  Pfiu 
xvi.  2.  "  O  my  fool,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord,  thou  art 
•*  my  Lord."  And  he  afterwards  expreffes  the  greateft 
complacency  in  this  choice,  verfes  £,  6,  of  the  above 
'Pfalm,  "  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance, 
**  and  my  cup ;  thou  maintained  my  lot.  The  lines  art 
**  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  places  ;  yea,  I  have  a  goodly 
u  heritage." 

I  take  it  to  be  very  natural  for  pious  perfons  to  look 
back  upon  their  former  engagements  to  God.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  worfhip  they  owe  to  him,  not  only  to  glorify  him 
"as  God,  but  to  adhere  to  him  as  their  God.  It  comes  in 
with  propriety  as  a  part  of  confeflion,  of  praife,  and  of  ho* 
ly  refolution.  It  humbles  the  fpirit  under  a  fenfe  of  fin, 
as  a  breach  of  promife,  as  well  as  duty.  It  is  matter  of 
praife  that  we  have  been  inclined  and  enabled  to  give  our- 
felves  to  God,  according  to  the  beautiful  fentiment  of  Da- 
vid, who  gives  thanks  to  God,  that  he  and  his  people  had 
been  enabled  to  make  fuch  free  and  liberal  contributions 
to  the  building  of  the  Temple,  1  Chron.  xxix.  13,  14. 
"  Now  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee,  and  praife  thy 
**  glorious  name.  But  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people, 
u  that  we  ftiould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this 
w  fort  ?  for  all  things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have 
♦*  we  given  thee."  It  is  alfo  plainly  a  part  of  our  new 
engagement,  which  is  no  more  than  a  ratification  of  what 
we  have  often  and  willingly  done  before.  f 

3.  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmifl  is  an  expreffion  of 
his  peculiar  and  fpeciai  relation  to  God,  u  I  am  thy  fer- 
"  vant  and  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."  There  is  ano-/ 
ther  pafiage  of  his  writings,  where  the  fame  expreffion  oc- 
curs, Pfal.  lxxxvi.  16.  "  O  turn  onto  me,  and  have  mer. 
"  cy  upon  me,  give  thy  flrength  unto  thy  fervant,  and  fave 
u  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."  There  is  fome  variation 
indeed  among  interpreters  in  the  way  of  illuftrating  this 
phrafe.  Some  take  it  for  a  figurative  way  of  affirming 
that  he  was  bound  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  God,  as 
thofe  children  who  were  born,  of  a  maid- fervant,  and  born 
in  his  own  houfe,  ave  in  the  mod  abfolute  planner  h\& 
property.    Others  tafce  it  tp  fignify  h\*'Y£\?t^  t«fc  <$*&$ 
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u  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  Majefty.  The  lofty 
**  looks  of  man  fhall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of 
f?  men  fhall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  flull  be 
M  exalted  in  that  day/1  And  again,  verfcs  19,  20,  21,  22. 
*'  And  ihcy  (hall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  into 
**  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
*'  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeih  to  fhake  terribly 
*  the  earth.  In  that  clay  a  man  Hull  call  his  idols  of  fil- 
"  ver,  and  his  idols  of  gold,  which  they  made,  each  one 
*'  for  himfelf  to  worihip,  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  :  to 
f*  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  tops  of  the 
w  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of 
**  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  fhake  terribly  the  earth. 
"  Ceafe  ye  from  man,  whole  breath  is  in  his  noftrils  t 
**  for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of  ?1? 

2.  This  declaration  of  the  PI  aim  tit  implies  a  confef- 
fion  of  his  being  bound  by  particular  covenant  and  con- 
tent unto  God,   and  a  repetition  of  the  fame  by  a  new  ad- 
herence*   This,  as  it  Was  certainly  true  with  regard  to  him, 
having  often  dedicated  himfelf  to  God,  fo  I  take  it  to  be 
concluded  on  the  reiteration  of  the  expreflion  here,  14  Oh 
*l  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy   krvant,  I  am  thy  fervam.1'  As 
if  he  had  faid,  4  Oh  Lord,  it  is  undeniable;  it  is  impof- 
4  fible  to  recede  from  it.     I  am  thine  by  many  ties.     I  am 
4  by  nature  thy  fubjett  and  thy  creature  ;  and  I  have  many 
4  times  confeflcd  thy  right,  and  promifed  my  own  duty,' 
I  need  not  mention  to  you,  either  the  examples  in  the 
Pfalmift's   writings,  or  the   occafions   in  his  hiftory,  on 
which  he  folemnly  furrendered  himfelf  to  God.     It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  fay,  that  it  was  very  proper  that  he  fhould  fre- 
quently call  this  to  mind,  and  confefs  it  before  God,  as 
what,  though  it  could  not  make  his  Creator's  right  any 
ftronger,  would  certainly  make  the  guilt  of  his  own  vio- 
lation of  it,  fo  much  the  greater.     It  was  certainly  alfo  a 
repetition  of  thofe  engagements,  and  a  folemn  promife  of 
continued  adherence  to  them.     There  is  no  appearance 
in  his  language,  that  he  either  regrets  or  repents  his  fub- 
je&ion  to  God}  on  the  contrary,  he  manifelts  his  delibe- 
rate approbation  of  it,  as  his  intereft  as  well   as  duty. 
What  he  fays  here  to  God,  has  fomething  of  the  fame 
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meaning  with  what  he  fays  elfewhere  to  his  own  foul.  Pfiu 
xvi.  2.  "  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord,  thou  art 
44  my  Lord."  And  he  afterwards  expreffes  the  greateft 
complacency  in  this  choice,  verfes  5,  6,  of  the  above 
•Pfalm,  "  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance, 
•**  and  my  cup ;  thou  maintained  my  lot.  The  lines  art 
•*  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  places  ;  yea,  I  have  a  goodly 
"  heritage." 

I  take  it  to  be  very  natural  for  pious  perfons  to  look 
back  upon  their  former  engagements  to  God.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  worfhip  they  owe  to  him,  not  only  to  glorify  him 
as  God,  but  to  adhere  to  him  as  their  God.  It  comes  in 
with  propriety  as  a  part  of  confeflion,  of  praife,  and  of  ho- 
ly refplution.  It  humbles  the  fpirit  under  a  fenfe  of  finf 
as  a  breach  of  promife,  as  well  as  duty.  It  is  matter  of 
praife  that  we  have  been  inclined  and  enabled  to  give  our- 
felves  to  God,  according  to  the  beautiful  fentiment  of  Da- 
vid, who  gives  thanks  to  God,  that  he  and  his  people  had 
been  enabled  to  make  fuch  free  and  liberal  contributions 
to  the  building  of  the  Temple,  1  Chron.  xxix.  13,  14. 
"  Now  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee,  and  praife  thy 
44  glorious  name.  But  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people, 
u  that  we  fliould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  thi$ 
"  fort  ?  for  all  things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have 
44  we  given  thee."  It  is  alfo  plainly  a  part  of  our  new 
engagement,  which  is  no  more  than  a  ratification  of  wha£ 
we  have  often  and  willingly  done  before.  Y" 

3.  This  declaration  of  the  Pfalmift  is  an  expreflion  of 
his  peculiar  and  fpecial  relation  to  God,  u  I  am  thy  fer- 
44  vant  and  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."  There  is  ano-/ 
ther  pafifage  of  his  writings,  where  the  fame  expreflion  oc- 
curs, Pfal.  lxxxvi.  16.  uO  turn  onto  me,  and  have  mer- 
44  cy  upon  me,  give  thy  flrength  unto  thy  fervant,  and  fave 
••  the  fon  of  thine  handmaid."  There  is  fome  variation'^ 
indeed  among  interpreters  in  the  way  of  illuftrating  this 
phrafe.  Some  take  it  for  a  figurative  way  of  affirming 
that  he  was  bound  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  God,  as 
thofe  children  who  were  born,  of  a  maid-fervant,  and  born 
in  his  own  houfe,  ave  in  the  mod  abfolute  planner  his 
property.    Others  tafce  it  tp  fignify  hWYract^  tk*.^s&j 
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brought  tip  in  a  vifibte  church  of  God,  but  in  a  pious  famU 
ly,  and  educated  in  his  fear;  and  others  would  have  it  to 
fignify  flitl  more  elpecially,  that  the  Pfalmiil's  mother  was 
an  eminently  pious  woman*  And  indeed  I  do  not  think 
that  was  a  circumflance,  if  true,  either  unworthy  of  him 
to  remember,  or  of  the  fpirit  of  God  to  put  upon  record. 
In  the  New  Te (lament,  we  find  the  apollle  Paul,  taking 
notice  of  a  fimilar  circumflance  in  the  cafe  of  Timothy, 
%  Tim.  i.  5.  -*  When  I  call  to  remembrance  the  unfeign- 
ft  ed  faith  that  is  in  thee,  Sec."  Without  determining 
preelfely  in  what  fenfe  to  lake  the  words,  it  is  certainly 
added  here  to  Ggnify  fome  peculiar  and  intimate  relation 
to  God,  which  laid  him  under  the  Arongeft  tics  of  adhe- 
rence and  fubjeftion* 

As  there  was  much  beauty  and  propriety  in  the  Pfalm- 
jfis  mentioning  this  circumllance,  fo  every  pious  perfon 
ought  especially  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  to  recollect  the  pe- 
culiar relations  he  Hands  under  to  God.  Even  as  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church  we  are  the  fervants  of  God,  born 
in  his  houfe,  baptized  in  his  name,  favored  with  the  light 
of  the  gofpel,  bleffal  with  clearnefs  and  fullnefs  of  inllruc- 
Jtion,  animated  by  eminent  and  lhining  examples.  As 
many  as  have  been  brought  up  either  as  children  or  feiv 
varus  in  pious  families,  feparated  from  the  felicitations, 
and  (heltered  from  the  infults  of  wicked  men  ;  careful  in- 
flruction,  regular  government,  faithful  admonition  and 
kind  invitation,  laid  as  it  were  a  uri£t  and  powerful  con- 
straint upon  them,  brought  them  into,  and  kept  them  in 
the  paths  of  piety  and  truth  :  ought  they  not  to  remem- 
ber it  with  humility  and  gratitude,  nay,  if  by  means  of  but 
one  pious  parent,  or  other  relation,  had  been  brought  to 
acquaintance  with  God,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  as  lay- 
ing them  under  peculiar  tics.  To  all  which  I  lhall  only 
add,  that  if  by  the  goodnefs  of  a  gracious  God,  any  former 
means  of  inftrudYion,  public  or  private,  or  Angular  difpen- 
fation  of  providence,  has  been  accompanied  with  power, 
it  ought  to  be  improved  in  this  new  furrender  of  ourfelves 
to  God,  at  once  to  increafe  our  prelent  gratitude  and  pro- 
mote our  future  lledfaftnefs  in  the  piths  of  obedience. — 
This  leads  me  to  obferve, 
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4.  That  the  declaration  pf  the  Pfalmift  implies  a  fenfit 
of  gratitude  for  fignal  mercies,  "Thou  haft  loofed  my 
•*  bonds*"  I  think  it  is  probable  that  what  he  had  in  vieur 
immediately  here  was,  deliverance  from  perfonal  affliction, 
probably  a  dangerous  ficknefs,  threatening  immediate  dif- 
folution.  But  the  way  in  which  it  is  introduced  and  the 
ufe  to  which  it  is  applied,  is  equally  fuited  to  deliverance* 
of  every  kind  and  ufe,  to  all  fignal  mercies  which  were 
greatly  needed  or  highly  prized.  He  afcribes  the  honor 
of  it  to  God,  he  puts  it  to  his  own  charge  as  a  debt  due  to 
God,  and  on  this  account  propofes  a  return  of  duty  and 
gratitude  to  God.  It  were  no  difficult  matter  to  produce 
examples  of  a  fimilar  conduct  in  the  Pfalmift,  on  his  being 
fovored  with  remarkable  deliverances  in  his  family,  from 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  from  flander  and  reproach* 
or  in  unexpedted  honor  and  advancement,  as  was  his 
from  the  fheepfold  to  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael. 

Now  ought  not  every  good  man,  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  Pfalmift  in  this  particular,  to  remember  and  ac- 
knowledge all  inftances  of  fignal  mercy.  There  is  fcarce- 
ly  any  perfon,  but  may  recolleft  feveral  examples  of  thefe 
in  the  courfe  of  their  lives.  They  may  remember  how 
earneftly  they  defired  deliverance  in  the  time  of  dangerr 
what  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  was  upon  their  minds,  when  the 
mercy  was  recent,  and  this  may  be  profitably  improved* 
for  ftrengthening  the  ties  which  they  lie  under  to  God  their 
Saviour.  This  will  have  a  double  efleft,  if  the  deliverance 
tvas  implored  by  the  prayer  of  faith,  and  if  any  marks  can- 
be  difcerned,  of  their  having  obtained  the  fanclified  im- 
provement of  it.  But  above  all,  with  what  propriety  may 
they  adopt  the  language  of  the  Pfalmift,  if  they  have  beei* 
delivered  from  bondage  of  fpirit,  as  well  as  fear  and  foli- 
citude  as  to  their  outward  ftate.  And  it  frequently  hap* 
pens,  that  thefe  two  go  together.  It  was  almoft  always  fa 
with  the  Pfalmift,  and  is  natural  to  expeft  that  it  will  be 
fo  with  every  ferious  perfon  ;  for  afflidtion  brings  fin  to» 
remembrance,  and  they  not  only  tremble,  for  the  ifiue  of 
the  trial  under  which  they  groan,  but  apprehend  the  holy 
difpleafure  of  that  God,  who  caft  them  into  the  furnace, 
and  with  whom  they  have  to  do.     But  if  the  candle  of  the 
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Lord  again  {hineth  upon  them,  and  they  arc  walking  in 

the  light  of  his  countenance,  they  may  well  fay  with  the 
Ffalmift,  "  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  I  am  thy  fer- 
"  vant,  and  the  fon  of  thy  hand-maid:  thou  hail  loofed 
•-  my  bonds." 

5.  In  the  laft  place,  This  declaration  implies  a  folemn 
dedication  and  furrender  of  himfelf  to  God,  and  his  fervice 
for  the  time  to  come.  This  is  the  end  of  the  retrofpeft 
which  he  takes  of  his  character  and  (late,  "  I  will  offer  to 
14  thee  the  facrifice  of  thankfgiving,  and  will  call  upon  the 
u  name  of  the  Lord/*  He  was  refolved  to  live  a  life  of 
gratitude  toGodt  to  take  all  methods  of  openly  and  pub- 
licly acknowledging  him  as  the  author  of  his  mercies.  If 
We  would  fee  further  his  purpofe,  we  may  look  back  to 
the  8,  9,  10,  ver.  "  For  thou  haft  delivered  my  foul  from 
*l  death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling/*' 
He  prom  ilea  therefore  a  life  of  obedience,  and  as  the  fource 
of  thankful  truft  and  acquielcence  in  God,  he  feems  by 
the  nth  verfet  to  have  been  difconcertcd  by  di  leaver  ing 
the  treachery  of  men,  but  every  thing  is  refli  fled  and  made 
up  by  the  goodnefs  and  ali-fuffieiency  of  God. 

So  my  brethren,  ought  every  perfon  who  is  this  day  to 
lit  down  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  after  a  ferious  recolle&ion 
df  all  his  paft  mercies,  to  devote  and  confeerate  himfelf 
unto  God.  Take  him  for  your  portion:  place  your  hap- 
pinefsin  his  favor ;  receive  your  daily  bread  from  him  as 
hiagift;  pay  for  every  mercy  the  tribute  of  praife ;  live  not 
upon  the  creature  without  God,  but  endeavor  to  enrich 
and  fweeten  created  comforts,  by  communion  with  God  : 
Refolve  to  ferve  him  with  your  body  and  fpirit  which  are 
his,  ferve  him  fincerely,  refolving  that  nothing  fhall  have 
cjuiet  poffeflion  of  your  heart,  or  indulgence  in  your  life, 
that  is  contrary  to  his  will.  Serve  him  with  zeal,  efpoufe 
his  intereft,  plead  his  caufe,  and  efleem  it  your  honor,  if 
by  your  authority,  by  your  talents,  by  your  lubfiaoce,  you 
can  promote  his  glory.  Put  your  truir.  in  his  pi  0 \  uience. 
You  are  yet  in  the  body,  liable  to  all  the  viciffitucLs  of  this 
mortal  ftate.  Be  perfuaded  of  the  infinite  wifilom  and  all- 
fufEciency  of  God.  Let  him  difpofe  of  you  freely.  Refill 
exceflive  anxiety  and  fear,  and  oppofe  to  ali  the  gloomy 
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horrors  of  a  fruitful  apprehenfion,  the  fliield  of  faith  in: 
almighty  ftrength,-  which  is  able  to  bear  you  up  fuperi^r 
to  every  trial,*  and  to  every  enemy.  Do  in  every  ttate  of 
difficulty  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  in  the  name  of  Cod,  in- 
vites the  people  of  lirael  to  do  oil  the  approach  of  public 
judgment,  Ifaiah  xxvi.  20.  "  Come,  my  people,  enter 
Vthou  into  thy  chambers,  and  (hut  thy  doors  about  thee : 
M  hide  thyfelf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  in*  . 
€i  dignation  be  overpaid"  fc  ^ 

I  proceed  now  in  the  laft  place*  to  make  fome  practical 
improvement  of  this  fubjett, 

i.  Suffer  me,  my  brethren,  to  plead  with  every  finneh 
to  plead  with  every  hearer,  in  this  affemhly,  the  right  of 
his  Maker  to  his  fervice.  He  hath  made  and  formed  yoU, 
and  his  vifitation  preferves  your  fpirits.  He  only  holdeth 
your  foul  in  life,  and  unto  him  belong  the  iffue  from  death 
-rOf  him,  and  to  him,  and  through  him,  are  all  things.' 
Have  you  therefore  ferved  him  as  your  matter,  and  placed 
your  happinefs  on  his  favors.  I  choofe,  my.  brethren,  ta 
affert  God's  dominion  over  his  creatures,  that  if  it  pleafe 
him  to  accompany  it  with  his  fpirit,  it  may  carry  convic- 
tion to  many  who  are  living  in  quiet  and  felf-fatisfa&ion, 
although  they  are  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  Many,  if 
they  are  free  from  groffer  corruptions,  are  no  way  appre- 
henfive  of  the  danger  of  being  without  God  in  the  World. 
Ignorance  of  themfelves,  extenuation  of  fin,  foolifhly 
placing  a  merit  in  a  few  common  outfide  duties,  and  pre- 
sumptuous hopes  in  God's  general  mercy,  are  thedelufive 
grounds  of  the  hope  of  fuch  perfons.  Nay,  fometimes, 
alas  for  their  folly  !  the  chief  thing  they  have  to  truft  to,  is 
the  ill  that  they  have  not  done.  I  really  c!o  not  fwear, 
iays  one,  1  hate  drinking  abominably,  it  is  a  beaflly  vice* 
What  fignify  thefe  partial  juftifications  ?  I  have  known, 
though  it  is  not  common,  Iconfefs,  an  habitual  adulterer 
1  hat  would  not  fwear,  and  I  could  fliew  you  a  covetous 
hard  hearted  wretch,  grinding  every  day  the  faces  of  the 
poor,  that  will  neither  drink  nor  fwean  But  are  you  the 
fervants  of  God  ?  are  you  devoted  to  his  fear  ?  believe  it 
firs,  there  is  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  an  entire  change  in 
your  nature,  to  fit  you  for  the  kingdom  of  God.     You  are 
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his  creatures,  you  ought  to  be  his  fervants,  and  in  one 
fenfe  indeed  his  enemies  are  his  fervants,  becaufethey  an* 
under  the  dominion  of  his  Providence,  and  fliall  at  laft  be 
the  monuments  of  his  vengeance.  Be  warned  then  in 
time*  for  you  may  reft  a  (lured  that  no  man  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft  him,  and  profpered. 

2,  But  in  the  next  place,  I  mull  not  omit  giving  war- 
ning of  their  danger,  to  fuch  as  are  living  in  open  and 
avowed  profanity-  They  are  fo  far  from  being  the  fer- 
vants of  God,  that  they  are  his  enemies,  his  confederated 
enemies,  and  die  enemies  of  every  thing  that  (lands  in 
a  vifible  relation  to  him,  I  will  once  more,  my  brethren, 
take  the  liberty  to  denounce  the  judgment  of  God,  againff 
all  fuch  perfons,  and  I  am  preaching  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl 
while  I  am  doing  fo,  for  he  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
in  flaming  fire.  And  all  profane  fwearera  that  fpeak  the 
language  of  hell  on  earth,  fliall  have  it  as  their  abode  for 
ever.     All  defpifers  of  the  fabbath  of  red.     —        — 
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The  righteous  scarcely  saved,  and  the 
wicked  certainly  destroyed. 


SERMON   33. 


i  Peter  iv.  18. 

And  if  the  righteous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the  uh* 
godly  and  the  sinner  appear  f 


ALL  mankind  may  be  divided  into  two  great  claflef, 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  the  friends  and  the 
enemies  of  God,  the  heirs  of  glory  and  the  heirs  of  helL 
Thefe,  though  mixed  together  on  earth,  and  in  many  cafes 
not  eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  men,  are  yet  effentially 
different  in  their  charafters,  and  (hall  at  laft  meet  with  a  • 
very  different  fate.  Of  how  much  moment  would  it  be  / 
for  every  one  to  fee  his  own  chara&er  and  flate  before  the 
final  feparation,  when  the  judge  fliall  divide  them,  one 
from  the  other,  as  a  fhepherd  divideth  the  fheep  from  the 
goats ! 

There  are  many  awful  tokens  of  divine  juflice  and 
hoiinefs  in  the  adminiftration  of  Providence,  which  ought 
to  be  confidered  by  us,  as  preludes  to  the  great  day  of  re- 
tribution, when  God  (hall  render  to  every  man,  accord- 
ing to  his  works.  The  apoftle  Peter,  in  the  verfes  pre- 
ceding the  text,  is  fpeakingof  the  divine  judgments  which 
were  coming  upon  that  generation,  and  which  were  in 


. 
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part,  to  fall  even  upon  the  church  and  people  of  God.— w 
From  this  he  takes  occafion  to  poinc  out  the  infinitely 
greater  danger  of  impenitent  finners,  who  were  ex  poled, 
not  only  to  the  fame  or  heavier  temporal  (Irokes,  but  to  a 
final  and  eternal  deflruftion*  verfe  17,  "For  the  time  is 
46  come  that  judgment  mud  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God: 
*'  and  if  it  firft  begin  at  us,  what  fhall  the  end  be  of  them 
**  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  God  :'*  ConGdering  alfo  that 
God  in  righteous  feverity,  fees  it  aeceflary  to  make  even 
his  own  people  t£  pafs  through  the  furnace,  and  through 
much  tribulation,  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  he 
indicates  the  comparifon  in  the  text,  to  point  out  the  dread- 
ful ftate  of  the  finally  impenitent ;  u  And  if  the  righteous 
■"  fcarcely  he  fayed,  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  fin- 

ner  appear  P' 

In  difcouiTing  furtlier  upon  this  fubjett,  what  I  pro- 
poie  js, 

J.  To  explain  the  import  of  the  declaration,  qr  fuppo- 
fition,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  te^t,  that  "  the  righteous 
<+  fcarcely  are  faved/* 

IL  To  confider  the  conclufion  drawn  from  it,  by  the 
^poftle,  U  where  (hall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  V 

III.  I  fhall  make  a  pradlical  improvement  of  the  fub- 
je£t  for  your  inftruttion  and  direction. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  I  am  to  explain  the  import  of 
)the  declaration,  or  fuppofition,  in  the  firft:  part  of  the  text, 
that  "the  righteous  are  fcarcely  fayed."  There  is  the 
greater  neceflity  of  this,  that  the  expreflion  is  both  ftrong 
anc}  fipgular.  *  There  are  many  pa(Tage$  indeed,  that  car- 
ry  in  them  truths  akin  to  it,  and  founded  upon  it ;  but 
the  fentiment  itfelf,  is  almoft  peculiar  to  this  paflage,  that 
".  the  righteous  are  fcarcely  faved."  There  are  fome,  who 
fuppofe  that  the  expreflion  is  borrowed  from,  pr*alludes  to 
Prov.  xi.  31.  "Behold,  the  righteous  fhall  be  recompenfed 
u  in  the  earth :  much  more  the  wicked  and  t|ie  finner." 
The  meaning  thqy  give  thus :  Even  the  righteous  mult 
expeft  to  meet  with  fufferings  and  calamities  on  earth, 
jnuch  more,  wicked  men,  under  the  juft  difpleafure  of  ^ 
holy  God.     But  I  think  it  is  plain,  that  the  apoftle  in  our 
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text,  has  an  eye  to  the  deciflve  judgment  of  the '  laft  day  j 
for  he  fays  in  the  preceding  verfe,  "  What  (hall  the  end  be 
"  of  them,  that  obey  not  the  gpfpel  of  God."  It  is  no 
where  faid  in  fcripture,  that  wicked  men  fhall  be  punch- 
ed in  the  prefent  life,  in  a  manner  fully  adequate  to  their 
guilt,  much  lefs  that  a  juft  and  vifible  proportion  is  to  be 
obferved  between  their  fufferings  and  thofe  of  the  fervants 
of  God.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  called  the  men  of  the 
world ;  it  is  faid,  they  have  their  part  and  portion  in  this 
life,  and  their  profperity,  compared  with  the  trials  an4 
fufferings  of  good  men,  appears  to  have  been  in  every  age 
a  fource  of  temptation  to  the  children  of  God. 

We  mull  therefore  underftand  the  apoftle,  as  fpeaking" 
of  the  eternal  (late,  both  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked, 
in  the  correfpondent  parts  of  this  paffage.  What  then  is 
the  meaning  of  the  righteous  being  fcarcely  faved  ?  It 
cannot  mean  that  there  is  any  defeft  or  ftraitnefs  in  thg 
mercy  of  God.  The  invitation  to  fmners  in  the  gofpel, 
is  not  only  urgent,  but  full,  free,  and  infinitely  gracious, 
It  cannot  mean  that  there  i6  any  defeft  in  the  mind  or 
power  of  our  Redeemer,  as  if  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who 
put  their  truft  in  him  were  to  be  doubted,  or  their  viftoiy 
over  all  the  enemies  of  their  falvation  were  uncertain. 
To  affix  any  fuch  meaning  to  the  words,  would  be  to  fet 
them  in  dirett  oppofition  to  many  other  paffages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  and  to  do  the  greateft  injury  to  the  divine  wifdom  and 
truth.  In  order  therefore,  to  open  the  import  of  this  in- 
terefting  declaration,  you  may  obferve  the  following  things: 

i.  The  righteous  may  be  faid  to  be  fcarcely  faved,~be«i 
caufe  all  are  juftly  liable  to  divine  vengeance,  and  it  if 
only  of  die  free  grace,  and  fovereign  mercy  of  God,  that 
any  are  faved.  This,  my  brethren,  is  a  truth  of  the  great-  , 
eft  moment,  repeated  in  almoft  every  page  of  the  facred 
oracles,  but  which  none  can  either  underftand  or  approve, 
till  they  are  effectually  humbled  by  the  fpirit  of  God, 
It  is  howeyer,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  gofpel.  See 
in  what  jterms  it  is  defcribed  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  Eph.  iit 
4 — io.;  "But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 'for  his  great 
**  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  deacj 
ff  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift:  (by 
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grace  ye  are  faved)  and  hath  ratfed  us  up  together,  and 

made  us  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
44  That  in  the  ages  to  come  he  might  (hew  the  exceeding 
44  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his  kindnefs  toward  us,  through 

Chrift  Jefus.  For  by  grace  are  ye  faved  through  faith; 
44  and  that  not  of  yourietves;  it  is  the  gift  of  God  :  Not 
"  of  works,  left  any  man  fhould  boaft :  For  we  are  his 
44  workman  flit  p,  created  in  Chrill  Jefus  unto  good  works, 
M  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  fhould  walk  in 

them,'*  There  is  not  a  believer  on  earth,  nor  a  faint 
in  heaven,  but  who  is  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  was 
by  nature  an  enemy  to  God  in  his  mind  by  wicked  works; 
that  he  had  highly  provoked  him,  and  that  if  God  had 

palt  with  him  in  ftrifl  jullice,  he  would  have  been  for 
ever  baniftied  from  his  prefence  and  enjoyment*  Proba- 
bly many  will  recollect  the  time  of  their  ignorance  and 
fccurity,  and  admire  the  patience  of  God  towards  them, 
and  lee  that  they  are  indeed  fcarcely  faved,  fmce  they 
have  been  brought  back  from  the  very  brink  of  deftru£tton* 
If  any  malefaflor  had  been  arraigned,  judged  and  con* 
demned  to  die,  and  after  apprehending  the  juft  punifh- 
ment  of  his  crime,  fhould  be  dived  by  an  ail  of  royal 
clemency,  at  a  Hake  or  on  a  fcaffold,  would  he  not  con- 
fider  himfelf  as  fcarcely  faved.  But  this  is  no  more  than 
a  juft  image  of  the-  ftate  and  views  of  a  pardoned  finner, 
and  what  will  continue  to  be  the  views  of  thofe  who  have 
entered  into  reft.  They  are  clothed  with  white  robes,  as 
an  emblem,  not  of  innocence,  but  abfolution,  and  the 
fong  of  praife  which  they  fing,  intimates  the  condition 
from  which  they  were  brought,  Rev.  v.  9.  "  Thou  art 
4t  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof: 
44  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  Go  1  by  thy 
44  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
44  and  nation ;"  verfe  12.  u  Worthy  is  the  lamb  that  was 
"  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wildom,  and 
44  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blefling." 

This  leads  me' to  obferve,  that  as  their  folvation  is  of 
fovereign  grace  in  the  Father's  love,  fo  it  was  purchafed 
by  the  moll  amazing  fufterings  of  their  Redeemer  in  their 
room.     They  are  fcarcely  iaved,  not  only  from  the  v/ant 
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of  merit  in  themfelves,  but  from-the  infinite  expenceand 
coft  laid  out  by  him  for  their  redemption.  Such  was  the 
evil  of  fin,  and  fo  deplorable  the  ftate  of  the  finner,  that 
the  wifdom,  truth,  and  holinefs  of  God,  feemed  all  to  dc* 
mand  his  perdition.  The  whole  creation  could  not  fur- 
nifh  a  fumcient  ranfom ;  for  the  redemption  of  the  foul 
was  precious,  and  it  ceafed  forever.  Then  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  clothed  with  infinite  mercy,  and  conveyed 
in  fovereign  power,  prefented  himfelf  as  our  Redeemer, 
faying,  **  Lo,  I  come,"  &c.  Oh,  amazing  truth !  Oh,  un- 
fearchable  fubjedt !  Juftly  may  we  fay,  that  the  righteous 
fcaroely  are  faved,  fince  it  required  fo  coftly  an  expiation* 
Let  us  remember  in  faith,  what  our  Saviour  endured  in 
the  garden  and  on  the  crofs,  before  he  could  fay  it  was 
finiflied ;  and  we  ihall  be  conftrained  to  confefs  that  it 
was  no  eafy  undertaking  to  redeem  thofe  fouls  that  were 
forfeited  to  divine  jultice. 

To  conclude  this  particular,  the  righteous  are  fcarceljr 
faved,  becaufe  the  application  of  this  redemption  to  their 
fouls,  and  their  being  brought  to  an  unfeigned  acceptance 
of  it,  required  the  almighty  power  and  energy  of  the  fpirit 
of  grace.  This  alio  is  a  part  of  that  revealed  truth,  which 
the  natural  man  hears  with  relu&ance,  and  cannot  re- 
ceive. Yet  it  is  not  only  plainly  taught  in  fcripture, 
but  daily  ratified  in  experience.  John  i.  13.  **  Which 
"  were  born  not  ol  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefh,  nor 
"  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."  Without  the  power 
of  the  holy  Ghoft,  the  gofpefmay  be  preached  to  finncrs 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  and  yet  they  ihall 
continue  in  their  natural  and  miferable  ftate. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  fpirit  to  open  the  blinded*  under- 
ftanding,  to  awaken  the  fecure  and  dozing  confeience, 
and  to  bend  the  ftubborn  will  to  the  obedience  of  the  got 
pel.  We  are  alfo  plainly  given  to  underftand,  that  if  a 
finner  long  refills  the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  the  confe- 
quence,  in  the  economy  of  providence,  is  frequently  that 
this  divine  agent  departs  from  him,  andceafes  any  longer 
to  ftrive  with  him.  Every  fuch  perfon  is  left  to  himfelff 
given  up  to  the  dominion  of.his  lulls,  and  the  enflaving 
power  of  habit ;  and  fo  fills  up  the  mcafure  of  his  iniqui- 
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ties,  till  lie  is  ripe  for  final  judgment  and  tk  ft  ma  ion, 
Let  us  Severally  confider,  that  if  fucli  provifton  was  made 

ly  an  all-wife  God,  for  the  recovery  of  fuctr  of  his  crea- 
tures us  had  fallen  by  their  iniquity,  it  could  not  be  irn- 
liecelTary.  And  furely  the  whole  of  theft:  views  con  fpke  in 
epening  the  meaning  and  confirming  the  truth  of  what  we 

.re  told  in  this  paffage,  that  the  righteous  are  fearcely  faved, 
%.  The  righteous  may  be  faid  to  be  fcarcely  faval>be- 
caule  their  number  is  bfrt  very  finalL  There  are  few  that  be 
Hived  in  comparifon  of  thole  that  perifh,  and  in  compan- 
ion of  thofe  that  feek  and  pretend  to  hope  for  falvation* 
*        This,  if  it  be  a  truth,  is  certainly  pregnant  with  mean- 

ting,  and  deeply  intere  fling.  I  know  there  are  fome  whtf 
have  no  great  love  to  any  tiling  that  direftly  tends  to  dik 
turbthe  rcpofe  of  a  drowfy  ilothful  fpiritr  who  are  fond  of 
denying  or  calling  in  que  ft  ion  this  truth.  They  allege 
that  our  Saviour  evaded  it  as  an  improper  queflion,  when 
pmpofed  to  him  by  his  difciples.  Luke  xiii.  23.  *  Then 
M  faid  one  unto  him,  Lord,  are  there  few  thfrt  be  faved  ?** 
But  truly  I  cannot  fee  how  he  could  have  aafwcml  it  more 
plainly,  or  indeed  more  properly,  than  in  the  tallowing 
words,  u  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ilraic  £a*_e  :  for  many,  I 
**  fay  unto  you,  will  feek  to  enter  in,  anil  ihall  not  be  able," 
Imperially  if  we  compare  them  with  the  parallel  place  in 
tJatth.  vi'u  13-  "  Knter  ye  in  at  the  iirait  gate ;  for  wide 
<w  is  the  gate  and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  deftruc* 
41  tion,  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat." 

What  fhall  be  the  number  of  the  redeemed  at  laft,  and 
what  proportion  it  fhall  bear  to  the  whole  race  of  Adam, 
before  the  end  of  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  impofllble  forujs 
to  know.  It  is  pleafant  to  indulge  the  hope  that  it  (hall  be 
very  greatr  and  that  there  are  times  yet  to  come,  when  the 
prosperity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  fhall  be  gloriqus, 
and  the  triumphs  of  his  grace  perhaps  univerfah  But 
when  we  lpeak  of  the  number  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  faved, 
we  mod  fpeak  of  it  as  relating  tothofe  whom  we  now  fee, 
and  their  characters  as  drawn  in  the  oracles  of  truth.  And 
furely  if  we  pay  the  leaft  regard  to  the  marks  of  religion: 
laid  down  in  fcripture,  we  mud  be  fenfible  what  rnukr- 
tudes  arc  living  in  direct  oppoiition  to  them,  and  that  ttyry 
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aire  many,  who  though  they  are  called  by  the  name  of 
Chrift,  and  maintain  feme  degree  of  outward  profeffion, 
yet  they  are  far  from  being  Chriftians  in  deed  and  in  truth. 
Matth.  vii.  21.  "  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me,  Lord, 
"  Lord,  (hall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  but  he 
"  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  x 

3.  When  the  apoftle  fays  that  the  righteous  fcarcely  j^/ 
laved,  it  may  mean  that  many  make  not  only  a  common 
but  an  eminent  profeffion  of  religion,  who  yet  fhall  be 
found  finally  cfcfe&ive,  when  weighed  in  the  balance  of 
the  fandtuary.  It  may  mean,  that  not  only  the  ungodly 
and  openly  profane  finners  fhall  be  rejected,  but  that  ail 
Who  feem  to  be  righteous  fhall  not  be  found  fo  upon  trial. 
Th\s  feems  to  lead  us  to  confider  the  difference  between 
the  charitable,  general,  and  uncertain  judgment  of  man, 
and  the  ftri£t,  infallible,  and  decifive  judgment  of  God.  ^ 
This  is  beautifully  reprefented  by  our  Saviour,  in  the  para- 
ble of  the  tares  of  the  field,  Matth.  xiii.  24,  and  onwards; 
but  you  may  particularly  fee  what  is  faid  from  the  28th 
verfe,  "  The  fervants  faid  unto  hfm,  wilt  thou  then  that 
44  we  go  and  gather  them  up?  But  he  faicl,  nay,  left  while 
41  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  alfo  the  wheat  with 
"  them.  Let  both  grow  together  until  the  harveft  ;  and 
44  in  the  time  ot  harveft  I  will  fay  to  the  reapers,  gather 
44  ye  together  firft  the  tares,  and  bind  them  in  bundles  to 
<c  burn  them:  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  barn." 

There  is  a  circumftance  to  be  particularly  attended  to 
here,  that  not  only  fhall  many  deceive  their  fellow  crea- 
tures by  a  falfe  profeffion,  but  not  a  few  fhall  more  effe&u- 
ally  and  more  fatally  deceive  themfelves,  faying  they  fhall 
have  peace  though  they  walk  after  the  imagination  of  their 
own  hearts.  There  are  many  exhortations  in  fcripture,  to 
guard  again  ft  deceiving  ourfelves ;  of  which  I  fhall  only 
mention  one,  Gal.  iv.  7.  "  Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not 
44  mocked :  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  fhall  he 
41  alfo  reap."  If  our  Saviour  found  it  neceffary  to  fay  tp 
the  twelve  whom  he  had  chofen,  44  Ye  know  not  what 
44  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of;"  much  more  may  the  fame 
thing  be.  faid  to  numbers  of  profeffing  Chriftians  in  thefe 
laft  days.   There  are  many  fins  that  may  adhere  to  a  rcli- 
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gfems  profeflion,  or  be  covered  with  a  facred  veil,  which 
yet  are  inconfiftent  with  true  religion*  See  what  the 
apollle  Paul  fays,  i  Cor.  xiii.  i,  M  Though  I  fpeak  with 
4t  the  tongues  of  men  and  oF  angels,  and  have  not  charity, 
41  1  am  become  as  founding  brafs,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal." 
An  J  the  apollte  James  i.  26,  il  If  any  man  among  you 
44  fttm  to  be  religious^  and  bridlcth  not  his  tongue,  but 
4t  deceiveth  his  own  hearty  this  man's  religion  is  vain." 
It  is  an  awful  defer iption  given  us  by  our  Saviour,  Matth, 
vii.  ?,i.  u  Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  clay,  Lord,  Lord, 
w  have  we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  And  in  thy 
"name  have  caft  out  devils  ?  And  in  thy  name  done 
*4  many  wonderful  works?  And  then  will  I  profefsunto 
44  theln,  I  never  knew  you:  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work 
#*  iniquity." 

I  ihall  only  add  one  evidence,  with  which  experience 
fur  ni  (lies  us,  that  even  in  an  eminent  profeflion  there  may 
be  at  bottom  no  fincerity.  There  never  was  a  time  of 
trial  in  the  church  by  perfecution,  but  there  were  feveral 
of  the  mod  eminent  in  Ration,  gifts  and  profeffion,  who 
Were  guilty  of  apoflacy;  a  fure  evidence  that  they  were 
not  found  in  the  faith,  and  a  great  leffon  of  humiliation 
and  caution  to  us.  True  religion  bears  all  trials,  and  it 
Is  only  he  that  endureth  to  the  end  that  fhall  be  faved. 
It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  apoflle  had  this  very  thing 
in  view,  in  the  paffage  where  my  text  lies  ;  for  in  the 
preceding  verfe,  he  had  been  animating  them  to  fuffer  as 
Chriitians,  and  concludes  in  the  following  verfe  thus, 
"  Wherefore  let  them  that  fuffer,  according  to  the  will  of 
•*  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  well- 
fi  doing  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator.'' 

4.  In  the  lad  place  the  righteous  are  fcarcely  faved,  be- 
caufe  thofe  who  are  faved,  fhall  be  faVed  with  much  diffi- 
culty. That  is  to  fay,  it  will  require  the  utmoft  exertion 
of  their  care  and  vigilance.  They  may  expeft  a  conti- 
nual conflict  with  temptations  and  trials  from  without, 
and  the  flirrings  of  corruptions  from  within.  There  is 
nothing  more  contrary  to  the  fcripture  view  of  our  chrifli- 
*an  courfe,  than  to  fuppofe  it  a  Hate  of  unmolested  quiet, 
"fecurity  and  Indulgence,    It  is  reprefented  to  us  by  every 
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image  that  carries  in  it  the  idea  of  oppefttfor),  activity  and 
vigilance.  It  is  driving,  Matth.  vii.  13.  "Enter  ye  in  at 
44  the  ftraighc  gate  :  for  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the 
44  way,  that  leadeth  to  deftru&ion,  and  many  there  be 
44  which  go  in  thereat :"  It  is  contending  in  a  race,  Hob, 
xii.  1.  a  Wherefore,  feeing  we  alio  are  compaffed  abotjt 
«l  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  witnefles,  let  us  lay  afide  every 
ik  weight,  and  the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us,  and 
44  let  us  run  widi  patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us.*' 
It  is  fighting,  1  Tim.  vi.  12.  "Fight  the  good  fight  of 
44  faith,"  and  it  is  reprefented  as  inceflant  labor,  PhiL  iu 
12.  "  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trem* 
41  Wing." 

Indeed  when  we  confider  from  what,  and  how  many 
quarters,  we  muftexpe&oppofition,  this  truth  will  appear 
with  the  fulled  evidence.  Confider  the  implacable  hatred 
of  the  great  adverfary,  the  reproach  and  injuries  of  wicked 
tnen%  their  Hill  more  pernicious  example  and  felicitation* 
the  allurements  of  the  world,  in  this  fenfible  (late,  and  the 
treachery  and  deceitfulnefs  of  our  own  hearts.  Of  the 
great  danger  of  all  thefe  we  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  be 
convinced  from  the  confeffion  and  teftimony  of  thofe  who 
have  gone  before  us ;  yet  over  them  all  the  believer  mu# 
obtain  the  vi&ory,  and  (hall  obtain  it  in  his  Redeemer's 
itrength.  1  John  v.  4.  "  For  whatfoever  is  born  of  God 
44  overcometh  the  world:  and  this  is  the  vi&ory  that  over? 
44  cometh  the  world,  even  our  faith." 

There  is  nothing  here  faid  contrary  to  what  the  fcrip. 
ture  informs  us,  of  the  peace  and  conization  that  attends 
the  pra&ice  of  true  religion.  It  is  not  faid  to  difcourage 
the  believer ;  but  to  put  him  pn  his  guard,  and  to  warn 
him  not  to  mi  (lake  (he  nature  and  foundation  of  that  peace 
he  is  entitled  to  expedt,  It  does  not  confift  in  a  negledt 
of  his  enemies,  far  lefs  in  a  confederacy  with,  or  fubjedti- 
on  to  them,  but  in  the  affured  profpeft,  and  growing  evi- 
dence of  his  vidlqry  over  them.  Further,  the  inward  con* 
fetation  of  a  Chriftian  does  not  confift  in  thinking  light  of 
fin,  by  excufing  it,  or  jqUitying  himfelf  by  denying  it;  but 
in  unfeigned  felf-denial,  a  willingnefs  to  fee  the  evil  of 
(in,  and  taking  fliame  tp  himfelf  by  confeffing  it,  together 
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with  evangelical  views  of  divine  mercy  in  the  pardon  of 
it,  and  the  promifed  ftrength  of  divine  grace  to  enable 
him  to  refift  and  fubdue  it. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed^  which 
was  to  confider  the  inference  drawn  in  the  laft  part  of  the 
verfe,  u  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  fmner  appear  :,T 
I  need  Icarcely  tell  you,  that  the  form  of  a  qtieftion  uied 
here,  is  a  very  common  figure  of  fpeech  to  fignify  their 
dreadful  fituation.  This  juft  but  very  awful  inference,  is 
intended  for  the  terror  of  thole  who  live  in  open  ungodli- 
ne  Is,  and  avowed  contempt  of  divine  mercy*  Perhaps  it 
may  be  proper  from  the  contest,  to  confider  a  little  the 
time  when  the  wicked  fhall  be  ex  poled  to  this  terrible 
danger:  and  then  the  import  of  the  threatening  itfelf.  As 
to  the  time  when  the  difference  is  to  appear,  it  may  be, 

i.  In  a  time  of  public  calamity,  or  any  remarkable  vi- 
sitation of  divine  fe verity.  Such  a  time  is  defcribrd,  Luke 
X%i.  25,  26,  u  There  fhall  be  upon  the  earth  tliftrefs  of 
tv  nations,  with  perplexity  ;  the  fea  and  die  waves  roar- 
*L  mg;  mens  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking 
M 'alter  thofe  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earth;  for 
y  the  powers  of  heaven  fhall  be  ftiaken,"  Then  the  con- 
fcience  of  the  moll  obdurate  is  fometimes  alarmed.  I  am 
ienfible,  and  I  have  formerly  hinted,  that  good  men  have 
no  charter  of  exemption  from  outward  fufferings.  But  in 
thefe  times  of  general  trial,  the  difference  between  then} 
and  others  is  very  great.  They  have  an  anchor  of  hope 
in  the  favor  of  a  reconciled,  and  in  the  wifdom  and  provi- 
dence of  an  omnipotent  God.  But  the  profane  and  un- 
godly, terrified  by  the  reproaches  of  a  guilty  confeience, 
are  made  to  tremble,  through  fear  of  the  execution  of  de- 
served judgment. 
^-~~  2.  In  a  time  of  perfonal  diftrefs,  and  apparent  danger 
of  death.  This  important  change  is  no  light  matter,  even 
to  the  bed.  They  have  often  no  fmall  degree  of  folicitude 
and  fear,  as  to  the  manner  of  going  through  this  laft  and 
decifive  confli6t.  But  how  much  more  fearful  an  afpeft 
muft  the  king  of  terrors  wear,  to  the  impenitent  finner? 
when  the  charm  is  diflblved,  and  all  his  finful  pleafures 
^rc  turned  into  wormwood  and  gall;  when  he  fees  he 
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muft  bid  an  eternal  farewell  to  every  fenfual  delight,  en- 
ter into  a  world  of  fpirits,  and  appear  in  the  prefence  of 
God.     But, 

3.  Both  thefe  are  only  preparatory  to  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, "  For  we  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat 
"  of  Chrift."  Then  his  people  (hall  lift  up  their  heads  with 
joy,  for  the  day  of  their  redemption  has  arrived.  But 
with  what  inexpreffible-  confufion  fhall  the  wicked  then 
be  covered  ?  In  vain  fhall  they  call  upon  the  mountains 
and  hills  to  cover  them  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb. 
Now  they  affront  his  perfon,  oppofe  his  reign,  refill  his 
fpirit,  and  fcorn  his  fervants.  But  where  fhall  they  ap- 
pear, and  what  will  they  do,  when  the  "  Lord  Jefus  ihall 
"  be  revealed  from  heaven  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
"  geance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  tb£ 
"gofpel?"  ^ 

This  leads  me  more  particularly  to  confider  the  import 
of  the  inference  in  the  text,  "  If  the  righteous  fcarcely  be 
u  faVed,  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ?• 
And  I  think  it  plainly  carries  in  it  three  things,  that  from 
the  holinefe  and  feverity  of  God,  and  the  righteous  fcarcely 
being  faved,  we  may  learn  the  certainty,  the  greatnef^ 
and  the  juftice  of  the  punifhment  of  impenitent  finners, 

1.  The  certainty  of  it.  That  as  the  threatenings  are 
awful,  the  execution  lhall  be  inevitable.  Men  are  ex-_ 
ceedingly  prone,  from  partiality  to  themfelves,  and  from 
the  fuggeftions  of  the  father  of  lies,  to  difbelieve  the 
threatenings  as  well  as  the  promifes  of  God.  This  was  a 
great  part  of  the  temptation  to  the  com  million  of  the  firft 
fin,  Gen.  Hi.  4.  "  And  the  ferpent  faid  unto  the  woman, 
4{  ye  fhall  not  furely  die."  And  the  credit  that  was  given 
to  it  at  that  time,  has  been  continued  by  finners  in  every 
fubfequent  age.  They  are  ready  to  prefume  upon  the 
general  goodnefs  of  God,  and  to  flatter  themfelves  that 
his  threatenings  fhall  be  either  wholly  remitted  or  greatly 
abated.  We  find  that  fome  rten  of  corrupt  minds  have 
even  fet  themfelves  to  reafon  againft  the  rigor  of  the  fcrip- 
ture  denunciations  againft  fin,  and  the  eternal  puniiL 
ment  of  finners. 
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But  how  fatal  the  ^eluJion?  The  trutli  of  God  is  au 
iqlcpantble  bar  to  this  deceitful  expe&ation.  If.  hi.  iof 
11.  u  Say  ye  to  the  righteous,  that  it  fhall  be  well  with 
41  hijn  y  tor  tbey  fluil  eat  the  fruit  of  their  doings,  Woe 
44  unto  the  wicked !  it  (hall  be  ill  with  him  ;  for  the  re. 
tl  ward  of  his  hands  (hall  be  given  him.11  Pf.  L  n,  zz* 
11  Thefc  things  haft  thou  done,  and  I  kept  filence :  thou 
*4  thouj;htefl  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfetf; 
u  but  1  will  reprove  thee,  ^rnl  fet  them  in  order  before 
**  thine  eyes.  Now  confiderthis,  ye  that  forget  God,  left 
*!  I  t?ar  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver."  Nay> 
not  only  is  this  alTerted  in  the  word  of  God,  but  the  whole 
procedure  of  divine  Providence  ieryes  to  confirm  it*  It 
the  falvaLion  of  the  righteous  is  with  difficulty  obtained ; 
if  .their,  redemption  is  fo  dearly  purchafed  ;  if  Ghrift  muft 
bleed  before  they  can  be  forgiven  ;  how  fliali  the  ungodly 
be  able  toTtand  in  the  judgment !  If  even  the  lervanuof 
God  Jiiuli  be  expofed  to  fo  many  futTerings  in  the  day  of 
trial,  what  mull  be  the  condition  of  his  enemies  in  ths 
day,  of  retribution  I  If  even  the  fins  of,  the  holy  mull  be 
vihted,  how  (halt  the  crimes  of  the  impenitent  pafs  u  n  pu- 
tt ifhed  ?  This  is  plainly  one  part  of  the  truth  contained 
in  this  paflage ;  and  whoever  will  deliberately  confider 
the  uniform  tenor  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  compare  it 
with,  the  difpenfations  of  divine  Providence,  will  have 
reafon  to  tremble  at  the  dreadful  ftate  of  incorrigible  fin- 
pers,.and  to  fay  with  the  apoille  Paul,  Heb.  xii.  25.  u  See 
"  that  ye.refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh.  For  if  they  ef- 
"  caped  pot  who  refuted  him  that  fpake  on  earth,  much 
*4  more  f^all  not  we  efcape,  if  we  turn  away  from  him, 
"  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven." 

N\  2,.  .The  exprefjion  iq-the  text  in\plies  the  greatnefs  of 
the  pynifhment  ,of  fmners.  It  is  indeedr  my  brethrenf 
every  where  reprefented  in  fcripture  in  fuch  terms,  as, 
ferve  to  convey  to  us  the  moll  dreadful  apprehenfions  of 
its  weight,  .as  well  as  the  deepeft  convi&ion  of  its  certainty, 

"Tit  is  reprefented  as  the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  forever,  and 
as  a  worm  that  (hall  never  die.  But  the  image  mofl  comt 
monly  ufed  is  fire,  which  is  the  mod  terrible  to  fenfe,  of 
all  the  elements  we  have  any  knowledge  of.     It  is  a  lake 
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that  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone  for  evermore.  With- 
out entering  at  all  into  the  queftion,  how  much  is  literal, 
and  how  much  figurative  in  thefe  images,  the  juft  conclu- 
fion  from  them  is,  that  thofe  who  fhall  be  the  final  mo- 
numents of  divine  vengeance,  fhall  be  in  a  ftate  forrowful 
and  comfortlefs  as  darknefs,  painful  as  a  gnawing  worm, 
and  dreadful  as  fire. 

This  is  alfo  manifeftly  founded  on  the  reflection  in  the 
text,  "  if  the  righteous  are  fcarcely  faved  :"  if  they  fuffer 
fo  much  at  prefent  by  divine  permiffion ;  if  they  fuffer  fo 
much  by  the  perfecution  of  the  ungodly,  what  a  load  of 
vengeance  awaits  the  wicked  in  the  day  of  reckoning, 
when  he  will  recompenfe  tribulation  to  the  troublers  of  his 
chofen  ?  If  there  is  fo  much  holy  feverity  neceffary  on  ac- 
count of  fin  even  in  the  prefent  life,  which  is  the  time  of 
divine  forbearance,  even  towards  the  children  of  Godf 
who  are  the  objefts  of  his  everlafling  love,  what  fhall  be 
the  ftate  of  thofe  who  have  out-finned  the  feafon  of  his  grace, 
and  forfeited  all  title  to  his  mercy,  on  whom  he  intends  at 
once  to  glorify  his  juftice,  and  to  magnify  his  power. 
Hear  the  words  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  2  Theff.  i.  9.  "  Who 
"  lhall  be  punifhed  with  everlafling  deftru&ion  from  the 
"  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power/^ 

3.  The  expreflion  in  the  text,  implies  the  Juftice  of  the"" 
punifhment  of  finners.  This  is  a  circumflance  always 
to  be  taken  in,  for  at  the  laft  day  he  fhall  judge  the  world 
in  righteoufnefs  by  that  man,  whom  he  hath  ordained.^ 
He  fhall  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  and  the  people 
with  his  truth.  This  is  a  circumftance  not  only  for  the 
illuftration  of  the  glory  of  God,  but  for  the  manifeftation 
of  the  prefent  truth.  If  the  punifhment  of  finners  were  not 
juft,  it  could  not  be  great ;  if  it  were  not  known  and  felt 
by  themfelves  to  be  juft,  it  would  not  be  intolerable. 
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THE   YOKE   OF  CHRIST. 

SERMON  34. 


^  •  Matthew  xi.  30. 

.i$r  wy  yai*  7s  wwy,  ant/  niy  burden  is  tight* 

A  CLEAR  view  of  divine  truth  is  of  the  trtmoft  ino- 
r\^  ment,  both  to  the  holinefs  and  comfort  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God.  They  are  fan&ified  by  the  truth.  It  is  no 
lefs  neceffary,  by  manifeftation  of  the  truth,  to  turn 
ftnners  from  the  ef ror  of  their*  ways ;  for  the  word  of  God 
ia  quick  and  powerful.  While  we  keep  thefe  things  in 
view,  we  ought  alfo  to  remember,  that  the  truths  of  God 
are  injured,  not  only  by  oppofuion,  but  perverfion.  We 
are  allured  that  thofe  who  are  unlearned  and  unliable; 
wreft  this  good  word  of  God  to  their  own  deftru&ion.  If 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  follows  naturally,  that  as  the  bait  is 
moft  dangerous,  when  the  hook  is  moft  effectually  conceal- 
ed ;  fo  falfhood  will  be  moft  apt  to  infinuate  itfelf,  when 
ir  wears  the  habit,  and  has  the  greateft  refemblance  to 
real  truth. 

The  reafon  of  my  ufing  this  introduction  to  what  fhall 
be  offered  on  the  text  now  read,  is,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
paffages  moft  frequently,  and  moft  artfully  perverted,  or 
moft  unhappily  mifapplied.  It  contains  a  moft  important 
and  falutary  truth,  if  taken  in  its  proper  meaning,  and 
according  to  the  analogy  if  faith.     Bat  as  it  is  wrcfied  vvd 
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perverted  by  men  of  corrupt  minds,  it  is  often  made  t* 
convey  a  Oupifying  and  dangerous  poifan.  What  more 
important,  than  to  deftroy  the  unjuft  accufations  of  the 
fattier  of  lies,  as  if  religion  were  a  heavy  and  infup porta- 
ble burden  ?  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fame  thing  ia 
made  ufe  of  to  few  pilloiva  for  all  armholes,  and  fing  the 
fmner  afleep  in  fecurity,  it  is  equally  deftruftive.  There* 
fore,  in  dilcourfing  of  this  fubjeft,  through  the  affiflance 
of  divine  grace,  I  will  endeavor, 

I*  To  ftiow  you  what  you  are  not  to  fuppofe,  implied 
in  this  declaration  of  our  Lord,  u  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and 
11  my  burden  light." 

II.  What  is  its  true  and  proper  meaning,  and 

III.  In  the  laft  place,  to  apply  the  fubjett. 


Firfl,  then,  I  am  to  (how  you  what  you  are  not  to  foj% 
pofe  implied  in  this  declaration  of  our  Lord,  "  My  yoke  is 
**  eafy,  and  my  burden  light.1*  On  this*  1  befeech  you 
to  attend  to  the  following  obfer  vat  ions, 

i-  When  our  Saviour  fays,  "  My  yoke  is  eafy,  and 
"  my  burden  light,"  you  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  he  has 
narrowed  the  extent,  or  weakened  the  obligation  of  the 
law  of  God.  There  are  fome  who  fpeak  in  fuch  terms, 
as  if  they  thought  that  Chrift  had  granted  fome  licenfe  and 
indulgence  to  human  corruption :  that  he  had  abated  the 
feverity  of  the  law,  and  would  not  be  fo  highly  offended 
by  the  tranfgreffion  of  it.  Bccaufe  we  are  taught  that  he 
hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  or  the  rigor  of 
its  fanttion  as  a  covenant  of  works,  they  fpeak  as  if  they 
thought,  or  at  lead  fo  as  to  lead  others  to  think,  that  he 
hath  made  void  the  obligation  of  it  as  a  rule  of  duty.  But 
the  law  of  God  is  perfeft,  eternal,  and  unchangeable.  It  is 
a  tranfeript  of  his  own  nature,  which  he  will  nott  or  which, 
I  fpeak  it  with  reverence,  he  cannot  difpenfe  with.  The 
fcripture  exprefsly  fays,  that  he  cannot  deny  himfelf. 

Now  our  blefled  Lord  himfelf  has  told  us  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  Matth.  v.  17,  18.  u  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  de- 
44  ftroy  the  law  or  the  prophets  :  I  am  not  come  to  deflroy, 
"  imt  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  till  heaven' 
uand  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  on*  title  (ball  in  no  wifc 
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*  pafsfirem  the  law,  till  all  be  fclfilled."  Agreeably  to  this, 
he  hath  been  fo  far  from  narrowing  the  extent  of  the  law, 
that  he  hath  afiferted  its  honor,  vindicated  it  from  the  falfe 
gloffes  and  loofe  interpretation  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
toes ;  and  pointed  out  its  fpirituality  and  influence  upon 
the  confcience  and  heart.  See  feveral  inftances  of  this  in 
the  above  cited  chapter,  particularly  verfes  21,  22,  ancj 
*7,  28;  "  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  by  them  of  old 
44  time,  Thou  fhalt  not  kill :  and,  whofoever  fhall.  killt 

*  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment:  But  I  fay  unto  you, 

*  that  whofoever  is  angry  with  his  brother  without  a  cawfe, 
"  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment;  and  whofoever  fhall 
44  fay  to  his  brother,  Raca,  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  coun* 
44  cil :  but  whofoever  fhall  fay,  thou  fool,  fhall  be  in  dan. 
44  ger  of  hell-fire.  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  by  them 
44  of  old  time,  Thou  fhalt  not  commit  adultery :  but  1  fay 
44  unto  you,  that  whofoever  looketh  on  a  woman  to  lulk 
44  after  her,  hath  committed  adultery  with  her  already  in 
44  his  heart."  How  diflant  is  this  from  relaxation,  or 
from  modifying  and  accommodating  the  law  to  the  con 
ruptions  of  men  !  And  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  law,  no- 
thing is  more  clear,  than  that  our  Saviour  has  not  taken 
from*  but  added  to  it  in  many  ways.  He  has  added  to  it 
by  the  clearnefs  of  the  difcovery  which  he  hath  made  of  the 
divine  nature  and  will ;  by  the  molt  glorious  difplay  of 
divine  mercy  through  him  ;  and  as  a  juft  and  neceffary 
confequence,  by  the  awful  threatenings  which  he  hath  de- 
nounced againft  tbofe  who  fhall  continue  to  defpife  the 
grace  of  the  gofpel.  Hebrews  ii.  2,3.  "  For  if  the  word 
*4  fpoken  by  angels  was  ftedfaft,  and  every  tranfgreffioa 
44  and  difobedience  received  a  juft  recompence  of  reward; 
"  how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  neglett  fo  great  falvation, 
i4  which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord,  and 
41  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  V9  And 
the  fame  epiftle,  ch.  x.  verfes  $6,  27,  28,  29,  "For  if  we 
44  fin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge 
*•  of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for  fins, 
44  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery 
*4  indignation,  which  fhall  devour  the  adverfaries.  He 
'£  Jhat  defpifetl  Mof&Mav,  died  without  mercy  under  two 
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u  or  lliree  wkneffes:  of  how  inuchforer  puniftiment,  fup, 
u  pofcye,  fhall  he  he  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden 
u  under  Coot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood 

4i  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  iknftified  an  unholy 
u  jhinpr,  and  hath  done  defpire  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?if 
2.  When  our  Saviour  fays,  M  my  yoke  U  eafy,  and 
**  my  burden  is  light,'1  you  are  not  to  fuppofe  he  means  to 
fay  that  real,  and  acceptable  obedience  to  the  law  of  God, 
is  an  eafy  thing  to  men,  as  they  are  in  them  lid  ves,  or  in  a 
finful  and  unrenewed  ftatc  Oh,  fay  fome,  the  gofpel  j3 
a  humane  and  gentle  difpeufatkm,  the  fame  does  not  bear 
hard  upon  human  weaknefs.  If  we  fhould  make  him  to 
fay  this,  my  brethren,  we  iliould  make  him  to  fpeak  in 
direct  oppofition  to  many  other  paflages  of  fcripture,  ag 
well  as  to  daily  experience,  and  the  nature  and  reafon  of 
the  thing.  Men  may  if  they  pleafe,  create  to  themfelve* 
at)  ima^e  of  religion,  that  fhall  be  quite  gentle  and  pliant, 
that  fhall  have  nothing  in  it  oflenfive  to  corrupt  nature,  or 
at  any  lime  oppofed  to  the  manners  of  fafhjonable  life;  but 
nothing  can  be  more  diftant  from  New-Teftamenr  truth. 
There  we  are  told  that,  Horn-  viii*  7,  8,  "  Becaufe  the 
41  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God;  for  it  is  not  (abject 
"  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.  So  then  they 
44  that  are  in  the  flefh,  cannot  pleafe  God."  There  we 
are  told,  that  men  are  by  nature  dead  in  trefpafles  and 
fins,  that  their  recovery  is  the  work  of  omnipotence,  even 
the  mighty  power  ofGod,  and  that  none  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  out  of  an  unclean,  but  God  alone.  But  why  fliould 
we  multiply  paflages  of  fcripture  to  this  purpofe,  when 
it  is  manifeft  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  and  daily  ex- 
perience? If  it  were  eafy  in  this  fenfe  to  put  on  Chrill's 
yoke,  it  wrould  alio  be  common.  Is  not  the  prevalence 
of  wicked nefs  a  proof  to  the  contrary  ?  Can  any  thing  be 
more  oppofite  than  fin  and  holincfs  ?  None.  Not  even 
light  and  darknefs.  Can  any  man  then  ferve  two  mailers? 
Is  it  an  eafy  thing  to  love  fin,  and  praftife  holinefs?  Do* 
we  fee  it  is  fo  in  any  initance  ?  Do  we  reckon  it  is  eafy  for 
the  drunkard  to  deny  his  appetite,  when  he  fc^s  the  liquor 
giving  its  colour  in  the  cup,  and  moving  itfelf  aright  ?• 
Is  it  eafy  for  the  malicious  perfon  to  govern  his  tongue,  or •* 


TbcVakc  of  Christ.  ^95 

the  covetous*  man  to  open  his  heart  ?  The  truth  is,  it  Una 
dire&  contradiction,  for  the  law  of  the  Lord  fearches,  and 
chiefly  requires  the  obedience  of  the  heart ;  and  therefore 
to  fuppofe,  or  imagine  that  the  generality  of  men,  whe 
are  under,  the  dominion  of  fin,  may  notwithftanding  keep 
the  commandments  of  God,  is  an  abfurdity  which  we 
would  not  be  guilty  of,  in  any  other  fubjeft.  Either,  fays 
pur  Saviour,  "  make  the  tree  good  and  his  fruit  good  ;" 
&c.  u  Can  a  fountain  fend  out  at  the  lame  place,  fweet 
t4  water  and  bitter  V  / 

,  3.  When  our  Saviour  fays  "  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my 
h  burden  is  light,"  you  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  it  is  an  eafj 
or  trifling  thing,  or  what  the  firmer  may  do  at  «ny  time 
by  his  own  ftrength,  to  turn  from  fin  to  God.  Nothing 
can  be  a  more  pernicious  or  a  more  ftupifying  dofe  to  a 
poor  carelefs  fmner,  than  to  make  him  fuppofe  that  he 
may  eafily  at  any  time  repent,  when  neceffity  (hall  urge 
him  to  it-  The  whole  fyflem  of  divine  truth  ftands  in 
4»re&  oppofition  to  this  error.  There  our  condition  by 
nature  is  confidered  «as  not  only  miferable,  but  helplefs*/ 
It  is  divine  power  alone  that  can  effett  the  change,  John 
yi.  44.  u  No  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father, 
*4  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him  :  and  I  will  raife  him 
"  up  at  the  Jail  day.1'  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy  people  (hall  be 
f4  willing  in  the  day  of  thy*  power."  The  greatnefs  of  the- 
change  neceffary  to  falvation  demonftrates  the  fame  thing, 
John  iii.  3.  "  Verily,  verily  I  fay  unto  thee,  except  a  man 
u  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."— 
The  multitudes  that  perifli  is  a  further  proof.  u  Strive  to 
*c  enter  in  at  the  firait  gate,"  &c.  To  this  may  be  added 
the  danger  of  delay,  and  the  hardening  power  of  habit  as 
frequently  mentioned  in  fcripture,  Eccles.  xii.  1.  u  Re* 
44  member  now  thy  Creator,  in  the  days  of  thy  youth, 
44  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
44  when  thou  fhalt  lay,  1  have  no  pleafure  in  them.  Can 
44  the  Ethiopian  change  his  (kin,  or  the  Leopard  his  fpots? 
44  then  may  ye  alfo,  who  are  accultomed  to  do  evil,  learn 
44  to  do  well."  To  crown  the  whole,  there  are  inftances 
in  which  the  day  of  God's  patience,  and  forbearance  is 
clofed,  aqd  the  finners  eyes  (hall  not  be  opened  on  hi* 
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danger,  Luke  xix«  41,  42*  *'And  when  he  was  come 
41  near,  he  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it,  Saying*  If 
m  thou  had  ft  known,  even  thou,  at  lead  in  this  thy  day, 
44  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  now  they 
M  are  hid  from  thine  eyes."  2.  Theff.  ii.  11.  M  For  this 
u  caufe  God  fhall  fend  them  llrong  dclufion,  that  they 
*4  flumld  believe  a  lie." 

4*  When  Chrilt  lays,  "my  yoke  iseafy,  and  my  burden 
**  is  light,1*  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  even  the  children 
of  God  fhall  meet  with  no  difficulties  in  their  way.  It 
Jeems  to  be  the  miflake  of  ibtne  perfons  to  think  that  fo 
loon  as  they  have  truly  embraced  the  gofpel,  and  obtained 
peace  with  God,  the  confiift  is  over,  they  fliall  have  an 
eafy  and  flothful  affurance,  without  oppofition  either  from 
affliction  or  temptation.  But  this  is  quite  contrary  to 
what  the  fcripture  teaches  to  expect.  Itteachesuato  lay  our 
account  with  oppofition  from  every  quarter,  injury  from 
without  and  even  treachery  from  within.  The  life  of  a 
thrift ian  inuft  be  a  life  of  vigilance  and  prayer.  Outward 
peace,  ill  founded  peace,  a  fee u re  unfaithful  conference, 
is  what  we  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  dread-  Thefc  are 
hard  fayings  in  the  goTpd,  which  even  the  children  of  God 
find  it  difficult  to  receive.  We  are  ex  poled  to  continual 
temptation  from  the  world  and  from  worldly  men,  and  to 
frequent  trials  both  as  we  are  men  and  chriitians,  Heb. 
xii.  5.  4t  And  ye  have  forgotten  the  exhortation,  which 
**  fpeaketh  unto  you  as  unto  children,  my  fon,  defpife  not 
"  thou  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art 
"  rebuked  of  him  :"  In  the  chriliian  warfare  there  is  no 
truce.  It  is  only  he  that  fliall  endure  to  the  end  that 
fhall  be  faved — The  laft  enemy  that  ihall  be  deftroyed,  is 
death. 

"Having  thns  rejected  thefe  falfe  and  miftaken  apprehen- 
fions  fometimes  fuggelled  by  this  paffage  of  feripture,  and. 
greatly  encouraged  by  fmooth  and  mollifying  teachers,  it 
remains,  that  I  fhould  proceed  to  point  out  the  true  and 
proper  meaning  of  it,  and  what  we  are  to  underftand 
when  the  Redeemer  invites  finners  to  come  to  him,  by 
faying,  u  my  yoke  is  eafy  and  my  burden  is  light."  And 
bccaule  there  are  many  tilings  pertaining  to  this  fubjeft, 
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that  throw  light  upon  each  other,  I  fhall  endeavor  to  take 
in  the  whole  compafs  of  it,  making  however  the  illuftra-. 
tion  of  each  particular  very  Ihort;. 

i.  The  yoke  of  Chrift  may  be  faid  to  be  eafyf  and  hia 
burden  light,  becaufe  his  right  to  command  is  undeniable;, 
the  authority  with  which  he  is  invefled  is  complete  and 
full.  I  have  placed  this  firfi,  becaufe  it  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  religion,  and  is  nothing  die  but  the  fupreme 
authority  and  abfolute  dominion  of  Jehovah.  We  all  na- 
turally think  it  hard  to  fubmtt  to  ufurped  authority,  or  un« 
juft  dominion ;  but  when  the  title  to  command  is  clear, 
obedience  immediately  appears  to  be  reafonable  and  ne~ 
ceffary,  and  becomes  our  unfeigned  choice,  or  the  defira 
of  the  heatf.  Thus,  nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  the 
right  of  our  Maker  to  the  obedience  and  fubmiffion  of  all 
his  creatures.  It  is  the  fenfe  of  this  carried  home  upon 
the  confcience,  that  gives  the  firft  rife  to  convi&ion  of  firu^ 
A  difcovery  of  the  power  and  majefty  of  the  living  God* 
lays  the  creature  in  the  duft,  and  produces  fubje&ion.  But 
when  to  this  is  added,  that  he  is  Lord  and  proprietor  of 
all;  that  all  things  were  made  by  him,  and  for  him,  then 
fm  appears  in  the  light  of  inju (lice  and  rebellion,  and  obe- 
dience, abfolute  and  unconditional,  is  felt  to  be  his  due* 
Believe  it  my  brethren,  when  the  revolted  creature  re- 
turns to  his  allegiance ;  when  the  convinced  finner  fee* 
the  guilt  of  his  rebellion,  it  at  once  reconciles  him  to  the- 
law,  and  makes  him  willing  to  put  on  the  yoke. 

The  fame  thing  is  a  conilant  and  growing  principle 
qf  obedience  to  the  believer.  He  fees  that  he  is  not  hit 
own.  He  perceives  and  admits  his  Creator's  and  Re- 
deemer's right.  He  is  convinced,  that  as  all  things  were 
made  for,  as  all  things  (hall  finally  tend  to,  fo  that  eVery 
intelligent  creature  ought  fupremely  to  aim  at  the  glory  of 
God.  It  is  this  radical  principle  that  chiefly  conftitutes 
the  difference  between  genuine  obedience,  and  that  con^ 
(trained  fervice  which  may  be  fometimes  falfely  fo  called- 
Hence  it  is  that  true  obedience  is  confidered  as  a  debt  that. 
is  due  to  God  ;  falfe  obedience  on  the  contrary  it  conG- 
4ered  as  a  debt  charged  upon  God.  The  real  chriftian  it 
happy  in  fo  far  as  he  is  able  to  obey*  and  lincerely  grieve* 
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for  any  remaining  backwardnefs  and  reluctance  in  his 
mind.  The  yoke  may  well  be  faid  to  be  eafy,  when  he 
is  brought  to  that  temper  and  difpofuion,  that  it  is  not 
what  he  dots,  but  what  he  omits,  that  fills  him  with  grief,, 
or  covers  him  with  fhame.  Jpj 

a.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  is  £afy  and  his  harden  light, 
becaufe  all  his  commands  are  in  themfelves  perfectly  juft 
and  ripht.  It  is  hard  indeed,  to  be  obliged  to  do  what  wo 
cannot  approve,  and  fo  long  as  the  (inner  has  any  objec- 
tion again  ft  the  law,  obedience  mull  be  a  Burden.  But 
every  renewed  mind  obtains  a  difcovery  of  the  infinite 
amiablenefs  of  the  divine  nature,  and  the  excellence  and 
perfection  of  the  divine  law*  The  law  is  holy,  fays  the 
Apollle,  Romans  7-  u  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and 
14  the  commandment  holy,  and  juft  and  good,"  The  law 
of  God  is  a  tranfeript  of  his  own  infinite  excellence,  andr 
therefore  mud  be  perfe£tand  faultlefs*  We  may  take  up 
this  matter  in  a  very  fimple,  and  at  the  fame  time  clear 
and  confpicuous  point  of  view-  The  fum  of  the  mortd 
law  is,  ** Thou  fhalt  love"  8tc.  The  whole  is  contained 
under  thefe  heads,  efpeciallr  the  firft  of  them,  from  which 
the  oilier  is  a  corollary.  Is  there  any  thing  more  mani- 
feftly  reafonable,  than  that  we  fhould  love  fupremely,  what 
is  fupremely  excellent  ?  or  where  is  the  rival,  that  can 
plead  a  better  title  to  our  afleftion  ?  If  he  hath  command- 
ed us  to  love  what  was  not  amiable,  or  to  do  what  was 
not  reafonable,  there  would  have  been  ground  for  com- 
plaint. If  we  take  the  fenfe  of  the  fecond  table,  by  itfelf, 
we  fliall  fee  the  fame  thing  v^ry  plainly,  u  Thou  lhalt 
41  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyfelf;"  or  which  is  the  fame  thing; 
"  vvhatfoever  ye  would,  that  men  do  unto  you,  do  ye  the 
"  fame  unto  them."  Is  this  unreafonable  ?  Is  any  man's 
reafon  fo  perverted,  or  his  confeience  fo  depraved,  as  to 
complain  of  this,  as  an  unjuft,  <5r  oppreflive  law.  There 
are  fome  who  talk  upon  this  fubjeft,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
we  may  truly  fay  of  them,  with  the  apoftle,  "They  fpeak. 
u  of  the  law,  and  know  neither  what  they  fay,  nor  where-* 
"  of  they  affirm  ;"  and  they  will  fay,  our  Saviour,  has 
made  merciful  abatements  of  the  law.  Pray  has  he  made" 
any  abatement  of  the  love  of  God,  aiid  of  our  neighbor  f 
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Would  you  be  fatisiied  to  hear  any  man  trace  out  a  fyflem 
of  moral  duty,  and  make  any  alteration  in  tuefe  ?  Yet 
they  are  the  whole  in  fubftance ;  wherever  .thefe  are,  eve- 
ry thing  will  follow  of  courfe.  If  you  love  God  fupremely? 
and  your  neighbor  as  yourfelves,  you  will  neglt&  no  duty 
to  the  one  or  to  the  other. 

When  ]  am  upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjeft,  the  rea* 
fonablenefs  of  God's  commands,  it  will  be  proper  to  obvi- 
ate an  apparent,  and  at  tfie  fame  time,  an  important  ob- 
jection. You  will  perhaps  fay,  to  keep  the  commands 
fcf  God,  is  above  our  power.  Have  not  you  yourfelf^ 
often  taught  us,  that  no  mere  man  in  this  life,  is  able  per- 
fe&ly  tb  keep  the  commandments  of  God  ?  Can  that  be 
reafonable  then  that  is  impoflible?  Now  eonfider  I  pray 
you  what  fort  of  impouibilUy  this  is.  It  13  not. natural, 
but  moral.  It  is  not  want  of  power,  but  want  of  inclina- 
tion. Nothing  is  required  of  us,  that  is  unfuiublc  tb  our 
Situation,  or  above  our  natural  powfers  ;  fo  far  from  it,  that 
eVeri  what  was  our  duty  before,  if  by  any  accident  it  be- 
comes impoflible  in  this  fenfe,  it  ceafes  to  be  a  duty.  God  ' 
no  where  commands  you  to  be  taller  or  ftronger,  than  he 
has  made  you :  and  though  he  commands  you  to  labor, 
working  with  your  hands,  if  he  confines  you  by  ficknefs,' 
this  duty  no  longer  binds-  He  has  given  you  faculties', 
and  natural  powers  for  every  thing  that  he  requires.  Are 
hot  all  your  powers,  both  of  mind  and  bodyy  as  fit  for 
your  Maker's  fervice,  as  any  other  purpofe  ?  Is  not  the 
tongue  as  fit  to  fpeak  truth,  as  falfhood  :  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  body  as  fit  to  do  what  is  lawful  or  ufeful,  as 
what  is  finful  or  hurtful :  The  commands  of  God,  then, 
are  neither  impoflible  or  difficult  to  thofe,  who  are  billing 
to  obey  them.  No  man  can  fay  with  truth,  that  he  defired 
ivith  all  his  heart,  to  do  his  Maker's  will,  and  could  not. 
But  perhaps  fome  will  fay,  this  indifpofition  itfelf,  is  my 
Mature,  I  cannot  help  it.  If  any  think  this  excufe  may  be 
offered  to  God,  let  hiiYi  firft  make  trial  of  offering  it  to  his? 
fellow  creature  ;  or  fuppofe  another  to  oflfer  ittohimfelf. 
kuppofe  you  tfiould  complain  of  another,  for  (haling  your 
fubilance,  or  blaiiin.ee  your  name,  or  otherwife  injuring 
jrou ;  and  that  he  fliould  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  help  it. 
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What,  you  would  fay,  you  could  not  help  it ;  what  nccef* 
fity  obliged  you  ?  Why  fays  he,  it  was  my  nature,  becaufe 
I  hate  you,  and  it  grieves  me  to  fee  you  profper.  Would 
that  be  accepted  as  an  excufe  ?  I  think  not ;  for  it  is  the 
Very  c  {fence  of  the  injury.  On  the  whole,  it  plainly  ap- 
pears, that  the  commands  of  God  are  all  reafonable  and 
jult,  neither  can  they  fufler  any  abatement,  without  in- 
fringing upon  the  holintfs  of  his  own  nature,  and  the  wif- 
dom  and  equity  of  his  government  itfclf. 

3.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  is  ealy,  and  his  burden  light, 
becaufe  ull  his  commands  have  an  immediate  and  direft 
tendency  to  promote  our  own  comfort  and  happinefs. 
They  are  not  left  reafonable  as  they  exprefs  the  right  of 
the  Creator,  than  they  are  gracious,  as  they  are  calculated 
to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  creature,  I  do  not  mean 
here,  only  or  chiefly,  the  great  reward  which  he  hath  in 
mercy  provided  and  protmfed  to  thole,  that  keep  them, 
but  that  in  their  own  nature,  they  are  fitted  to  promote 
ourhappinefs. 

I  have  before  fufficiently  taken  notice,  that  we  are  not 
to  underftand,  by  keeping  t!ie  commands  of  Gody  a  con- 
ftrained  outward  obedience,  without  the  inclination  of  the 
heart.  Gonflrained  obedience,  I  confefs,  is  neither  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  nor  delightful  to  man.  But  when  the 
fervice  of  God,  is  chofen  from  the  heart,  it  is  both  delight- 
ful and  profitable  in  all  refpe&s.  If  we  examine  the  mat- 
ter with  care,  we  fliall  find,  that  true  religion  confifis  in 
the  exercile  of  the  moft  noble  and  grateful  affedtions  of 
mind,  or  rather  the  one  leading  difpofition,  which  when 
lightly  directed  as  to  its  object,  makes  the  fum  of  religion, 
and  is  alfo  the  fource  of  felicity.  It  is  love,  fupreme  love 
to  God,  and  through  him,  and  for  him,  to  all  his  crea- 
tures, that  is'the  fum  of  religion,  and  muil  not  every  bo- 
dy be  fenfible,  that  this  is  a  temper  and  frame  of  mind, 
much  more  defirable,  than  its  oppofite.  Carry  the  one 
and  the  other,  through  all  their  branches  and  exprefiions, 
and  fee  if  they  will  bear  the  comparifon.  From  love  fpring 
thankfulnefs,  contentment,  fubmilfion,  benevolence,  be. 
neficence,  meeknefs.  compailion,  forgivenefs ;  and  from 
hatred  fpring  ambition,  rage,  impatience,  malevolence, 
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envy,  revenge  and  cruelty.  If  there  were  no  law  of  God 
at  all,  which  of  thofe  tribes  of  affe&ions  is  mod  deferable  of 
itfelf,  or  mod  conducive  to  our  inward  comfort  and  peace  ? 

If  we  try  this  matter  by  experience,  let  us  alk  the 
children  of  God,  whether  they  have  found  his  fervice 
burdenfome;  whether  they  would  exchange  a  meek, 
thankful,  and  contented  frame  of  fpirit,  for  the  dorms  of 
rage,  envy,  or  ambition.  Do  they  look  with  a  jealous  or 
envious  eye,  on  the  liberty  of  wicked  men  ?  on  the  con- 
trary, they  would  not  exchange  with  any  of  them,  a  prifon 
for  a  palace,  or  a  fcaffold  for  a  throne.  Perhaps,  though 
there  is  great  blindnefs  in  the  underdanding  itfelf,  of  wick- 
ed men,  we  may  learn  the  truth  even  from  their  experi- 
ence and  confeffions.  We  many  times  hear  them  ac- 
knowledge their  bandage  ;  and  when  they  do  not  expli- 
citly acknowledge  it,  yet  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  it.  You 
n§ver  hear  a  bad  man  taking  comfort  to  himfelf,  from  the 
evil  he  has  done,  but  fometimes  comparatively  from  the. 
greater  evil  that  they  have  not  done.  Without  going  par- 
ticularly through  every  minute  circumdance,  let  us  juft 
Jay  in  general,  that  whether  we  confider  the  inward  tem- 
per, or  the  outward  pra&ice,  our  relations,  bufinefs,  and 
enjoyments  in  life,  or  hope  for  futurity,  we  cannot  in 
any  indance  depart  from  the  commandments  of  God, 
without  at  the  fame  time  adting  contrary  to  our  own  ma- 
nifeft  intereft  :  fo  that  Wifdom  fays  with  great  truth  and 
juflice,  Prov.  viii.  36.  u  He  that  finneth  againfl  me, 
14  wrongeth  his  own  foul :  all  they  that  hate  me,  Iovq 
44  death." 

4.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  light) 
becaufe  he  has  given  the  mod  free  and  gracious  invita- 
tion to  finners  to  return  to  God.  By  his  fufferings  he 
purchafed  their  pardon,  and  is  inveded  with  full  authority 
to  negociate  peace.  u  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  be-- 
44  hoved  him  to  differ,  that  repentance  and  remiffion  of 
44  fins,"  &c.  What  we  are  particularly  to  remember  up- 
on this  fubjeft  is,  that  the  invitation  is  without  referve  or 
exception,  to  all  of  every  charafter,  however  deep  and  ag- 
gravated their  offences.  If.  i.  18.  u  Come  now,  and  let 
44  us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord  :  though  your,  fins  be 
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H  as  fcarle^  they  fhall  be  as  white  as  fnow;  thouph  they 
*lSe  red  like  crimfon,  they  (hall  be  as  wool/*  I  Tim.  iT 
15.  "  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  oF  all  accep- 
14  tation,  that  Chilli  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  lave  fin- 
"  ners;  of  whom  I  am  chief,"  The  offer  is  alfo  free  as  to 
the  terms,  without  any  coftly  or  meriting  condition.  Ifa. 
lv.  1,  "Ho  every  one  that  thirtieth,  come  ye  to  the  waters, 
u  and  he  that  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ; 
"  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and 
"  without  price,**  Rev.  xxii.  17,  "And  the  fpirit  and 
14  ihe  bride  fay,  come;  and  let  him  that  heareth  fay,  come ; 
"  and  Itrt  In  in  that  is  athirit  come  ;  and  whofoevrr  will, 
"  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely,"  Can  there  be  any 
thing  more  encouraging  than  thefe  gracious  invitations  ? 
Here  it  is  that  we  ought  to  take  in  the  wife  and  hnppy  con- 
fiitution  of  the  Redeemer's,  perfons  as  die  fon  of  man,  as 
well  us  the  fon  of  God,  and  the  mecknefs  and  gentlenefs 
of  his  difpofition,  this  was  prophefied  of  him  of  old,  Ifaiah 
xliL  1,2,  3.  **  Behold  my  fervaut  whom  I  uphold  ;  mine 
"  cleft,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth :  I  have  put  my  fpirit 
14  upon  him,  fie  (hall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles, 
11  He  fhall  not  cry,  nor  lilt  up,  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be 
<c  heard  in  the  Ureet.  A  bruiied  reed  (hall  he  not  break  ; 
"  and  the  fmoaking  flax  (hall  he  not  quench  :  he  (hall 
"  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth.'1  This  was  beautiful- 
ly and  admirably  fulfilled  by  his  appearance  in  the  flefh, 
by  the  meannefs  of  his  birth,  though  not  of  his  parentage^ 
by  the  poverty  and  felf  denial  of  his  life,  by  the  meeknefs 
and  lowlinefs  of  his  carriage,  not  only  through  life,  but 
in  the  lafl  and  differing  ftage  of  it ;  for  he  endured  the; 
contradiction  of  finners  againll  himfelf ;  when  he  was  re- 
viled, he  reviled  not  again.  So  that  he  mi^ht  with  the 
greateft  juftice  fay  as  in  the  context,  take  my  }  oke. 

5.  The  Redeemer's  yoke  iseafy,  and  his  burden  light, 
becaufe  he  hath  made  abundant  provifion  of  divine 
ftrength,  to  enable  us  to  keep  his  commandments.  How 
gracious  thefe  laws,  when  the  law-giver  communicates 
llrength  for  performance  ?  This  takes  away  all  objedlion, 
and  removes  every  difficulty.  What  is  impoflible  with 
man,  is  poffible  with  God.     There  is  no  heart  fo  hard,  but 
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p  omnipotence  is  able  to  foften  it ;  no  temper  fo  deprwgL 
fcut  the  Creator  is  able  to  renew  it.  The  converfion  or 
a  fmner  is  always  confidence!  in  fcripture  as  the  work  of 
JGod.  4iGod  who  at  firft  commanded  the  light  to  (hine  out— 
44  pf  darknefs,"  &c.  The  promife  of  the  new  covenant 
isthusdefcribed  by  Ezekicl  xxxvi.  35.  "  Then  will  4 
44  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  ftiall  t)e  clean : 
«44  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols,  will  I 
*4  cleanfe  you."  And  in  the  New  Teftament,  faith  which 
unites  us  to  Chrift,  and  every  other  good  difpofition,  it 
reprefented  as  the  gift  of  Gcd,  Eph.  ii.  8.  "  For  by  grace 
4€  are  ye  faved,  through  faith ;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves: 
*4  it  is  the  gift  of  God." 

And  as  the  converfion  Qf  finners  to  the  daily  growth  of 
the  fpiritual  life,  in  believers,  is  to  be  imputed  entirely  to 
$he  fame  caufe,  for  this  end  it  was,  that  it  pleafed  the  Far 
ther  that  all  fullnefs  fhould  dwell  in  Chrift;  and  we  have 
this  teftimony  from  the  apoftle  John  i.  16.  a  And  of  his 
4i  fulnefs  have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace."     — 
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The  GLORY  of  the  REDEEMER  in  the  PEtfPETUITT 
of  HIS  WORK. 


SERMON   35. 


Psalm  lxxii.  17. 

His  name  shall  endure  forever  :  his  name  shall  be  continued  a*  . 
long  as  the  sun  :  and  men  shall  be  blessed  in  him  /  all  nati* 
jo ns  shall  call  him  blessed.  / 

ACTION    SERMON* 

My  Brethren, 

THE  whole  fyftem  of  Providence  and  grace  was  fixed 
in  the  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Hence  he  is  reprefented,  If.  xlvi.  10.  as,  / 
"  declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  from  ancient 
•*  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet  done,  faying,  My  coun- 
"  fel  (hall  (land,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure."  The 
writings  of  the  Old  Teftament  give  us  the  hiftory  of  the 
feveral  openings  of  this  plan,  during  that  difpenfation,  in 
which  we  may  obforve  almoft  continual  references  to  the 
appearance  of  an  illuftrious  perfon,  at  a  certain  important 
period,  called  the  fulnefs  of  time. 

The  appearance  of  the  Saviour  in  our  nature,  including 
his  obedience,  his  fuflerings  and  death,  his  triumphant 
refurre&ion  and  afcenfion,  was  an  event  fo  alleniihing 
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in  itfelf,  and  fo  great  in  itsefieEts,  as  being  the  means  ap- 
pointed of  God  for  the  redemption  of  a  loll  world,  that  ytt 
need  not  be  furpriled  at  the  great  care  Uken  in  the  OKI 
Terftament  church,  to  keep  it  always  in  view.  It  was 
natural  for  holy  and  good  men,  who  had  fo  many  intima- 
tions given  them  of  it,  to  think  on  it  With  pteafure;  aixl 
when  they  were  led  to  fpeak  of  future  times,  to  bring  in 
this  remarkable  period,  and  mention  it  with  rapture. — 
And  when  God  infpired  his  fervants  to  propheiy  of  the 
jrolperity  and  happinefs  of  his  church  and  kingdom*  he 
could  not  fai)  tf>  raife  their  defcriptions,  and  lead  them" 
to  give  fuch  views  of  tilings  as  were  fui table  to  that  great 

I  event,  which  was  to  be  fuch  a  fignal  Ulullration  of  his  glo- 
rious goodnefs,  and  fopjaat  a  bkffing  to  mankind. 
Hence  it  is,  that  we  find  feveral  prophecies  begun,  in 
appearance,  to  celebrate  feme  public  blading,  at  or  near 
the  times  in  which"  they  were  delivered,  gradually  lb 
heightened  by  fever  al  ex  predion  s,  as  we  may  perceive 
tlikt  in  their  lull  extent  they  could  only  relate  to  the  tim^s 
*f  the  Mefliah*  Such,  tor  inffance,  is  that  in  iuy  text  : 
for  if  we  lay  together  the  accounts  we  have  of  Soltfmbn, 
in  fcripture.  and  the  felicity  of  his  reign;  if  we  remem- 
ber the  fcandalous  fteps  he  made  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  the  dreadful  rent  that  happened  in  the  reign  of  his' 
fon  and  immediate  fucceflor ;  and  that  after  the  courfe  of 
a  few  ages,  Judah  was  carried  into  captivity — we  mull  be 
fenCble,  that  the  ex  pre  (lions  in  my  text,  are  by  far  too 
tnuch  exalted,  if  nothing  elfe  was  intended  by  them.  But 
if  we  confider  tlie'm  as  relating  to  Mefliah  the  Prince,  then 
we  fee  every  thing  literally  fulfilled  to  the  mm  oil  import 
and  extent  of  the  prophetic  language,  "  His  name  ihall 
€K  endure  forever  :  his  name  fhall  be  continued  aslonnr  as: 
"  the  fun  ;  and  men  (hall  be  blefled  in  him ;  all  nations 
"  fhall  call  him  blefled." 

It  is  below  the  majefly  of  the  fcriptures,  to  make  life  of 
ftrong  and  lofty  expreflioris  to  denote  a  very  comnon  and 
ordinary  event,  to  which  they  cannot  be  applied  without 
fnaking  great  abatements.  This  is  a  faulr  men  often  fall 
into ;  but  it  would  be  very  unjufi  to  impute  ;r  to  perfons 
fpeakifig  uftder  the  ifnmediate  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
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God.  We  may  therefore  fey  it  down  as  one  good  nil* 
for  underftandihg  the  prophetic  writings,  that  whenever 
they  rife  far  above  the  fubjeft  they  were  treating  of,  into' 
ex preffions  literally  applicable  to  the  Mefliah,  and  which, 
in  their  full  extent,  can  belong  to  none  but  him,  he  is  to 
be  confidered  as  chiefly  in  the  View  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Now,  this  being  the  cafe  with  my  text,  as  I  hope  appears 
fufficiently  from  what  hafe  been  already  faid,  I  Jhali  confi- 
der  it  as  a  noble  and  animated  prophecy  of  the  glory  of  his 
reign;  which  will  be  ihe  more  proper  introdudlion  to  this 
day's  work,  as  what  \Ve  are  now  to  be  employed  about  is 
an  eminent  part  of  its  accomplifhment. 

In  difcourfing  further  on  it  at  prefent,  I  fhall  eircum- 
fcribe  the  fubjeft,  and  only, 

I.  Endeavor  to  open  the  import  of  this  magnificent  de* 
claration,  as  underllood  of  Chrift,  "His  name  fhall  endure 
44  for  ever,"  &c. 

II.  Make  fome  pra&ical  improvement  of  the  fubjedt, 
for  your  inftruttion  and  afliftance  in  the  prefent  duty. 


r-' 


Firft,  then,  let  us  endeavor  to  open  the  import  of  this 
magnificent  declaration  as  underllood  of  Chrift~i4  His 
•k  name  fhall  endure  for  ever,"  &c.  And  in  the  firft  place 
it  carries  in  it  an  affurance  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  power  as  a 
Saviour,  and  the  perfe£t  fecurity  of  all  thofe  who  put  their 
truft  in  him.  The  word  name  often  fignifies  the  excel-/ 
lence  or  perfection  of  the  perfon  named  or  referred  to. — • 
This  is  efpecially  the  cafe  in  fcripture,  with  refpe&  to 
God,  where  his  name  is  juft  his  glory  and  all  fufficiency 
revealed.  The  name -of  the  Lord  is  in  many  paflages  of 
equivalent  meaning  with  the  power  of  God :  thus,  Prov. 
xviii.  10.  u  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower;  the 
•*  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  fafe."  Pfalm  xx.  z. 
41  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  the  name  of 
44  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee."  This  may  with  the 
greater  propriety  be  applied  to  Chrift,  that  you  may  know 
the  name  of  Jefus,  was  by  the  exprefs  appointment  of  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  given  to  him  at  his  birth,  to  denote  the 
great  deliverance  he7  was  to  work  for  finners,  in  faving 
them  from  their  fins.     This  is  the  great  errand  on  which  ' 
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the  Son  of  Gal  came  into  the  world,  i  Tim.  i.  15,  uThb 
41  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
"  Ghrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners;  of 
4<  whom  I  am  chief.1'  The  fuecefs  he  (houkl  have  in  this 
work  is  often  celebrated,  as  Ifaiah  liiu  10,  11.  14  Yet  it 
u  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him  ;  he  hath  put  him  to 
44  grief:  when  thou  fhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin, 
41  he  fliall  fee  his  feed,  he  (hall  prolong  his  days,  and  tha 
4t  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  his  hand.  He  fhall 
14  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  fliall  be  fattsficd  :  by 
his  knowledge  fliall  my  righteous  fervant  juttify  many  ; 
44  for  he  (hall  bear  their  iniquities."  His  power  as  a  Sa- 
viour, to  break  the  chains  of  Satan,  and  to  deliver  the 
captive  foul,  is  frequently  declared  in  the  ftrongeft  terms* 
as  Ifaiah  xlii.  6,  7,  8-  u  I  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in 
14  righteoufnefs,  and  I  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep 
•*  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  for  a 
4t  light  of  the  Gentiles  ;  to  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring 
ik  out  the  pri loners  from  the  prifon,  and  them  that  fit  in 
[F  darknefsout  of  the  prifon-houfe,  I  am  the  Lord  1  that 
4t  is  my  name ;  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another* 
14  neither  my  praife  to  graven  images.1'  Ifaiah  Ixiii.  1, 
44  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  £ dom,  with  dyed  gar- 
44  ments  from  Bozrah  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel, 
C4  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  flrength  ?  I  that  fpeak 
44  in  righteoufnefs,  mighty  to  fave."  This  power  of  Ch rift 
to  fave,  feems  to  be  plainly  called  his  name,  1  John  iii. 
23,  u  And  this  is  his  commandment,  that  we  fhould  be- 
44  lieve  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and  love  one 
44  another,  as  he  gave  us  commandment."  Thus  it  is 
reafonable  to  think,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour 
is  celebrated  in  our  text,  as  what  would  ever  remain  a 
fure  and  plentiful  fource  of  falvation  to  mankind,  and  be 
ever  depended  upon  and  acknowledged  as  fuch,  by  all  the 
redeemed. 

This  glory  of  Ghrift's  name  as  a  Saviour,  has  a  particu- 
lar refpeft  to  the  wretched  and  deplorable  ftate  of  thofe, 
who  are  the  obje&s  of  his  mercy,  and  that  there  are  none 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  power.  That  there  is  none  fo 
loaded  with  guilt  or  fo  ftained  with  pollution,  but  he  is  able 
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to  porchafe  their  pardon,  and  to  effcft  their  deliverance 
Perfons  you  know  afflifted  with  inveterate  and  dangerous 
difeafes,  are  apt  to  hearken  with  eagernefs  to  the  name  of 
an  eminent  phyfician,  from  whofe  (kill  they  may  enter- 
tain fome  hopes  of  recovery,  and  the  greater  and  more  il- 
iuftrious  his  name  is,  they  are  apt  to  place  the  greater  con- 
fidence in  him.  So  when  we  hear  that  ChrilVs  name  ihall 
endure  for  ever,  it  fhould  encourage  all  fmners  of  whate- 
ver rank  to  fly  to  him,  and  to  put  their  truft  in  him.  God 
reafons  thus  in  illuftrating  his  own  mercy,  Ifa.  i.  18,  19, 
*4  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord ; 
*4  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  (hall  be  as  white  as 
**  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon,  they  fhall  be  as 
u  wool.  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  fhall  eat  thfc 
M  good  of  the  land :••  and  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Ifa.  lv.  7. 
41  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
14  man  his  thoughts:  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
44  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him ;  and  to  our  God, 
44  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.'*  But  he  hath  given  us 
(till  greater  encouragement,  by  committing  the  work  of 
our  falvation  to  fo  glorious  a  perfon,  in  whofe  hand  it 
cannot  fail,  Pfalm  lxxxix.  18, 19.  4i  For  the  Lord  is  ouj: 
14  defence;  and  the  holy  One  of  lfrael  is  our  King.  Them 
44  thou  fpakeft  in  vifion  to  thy  holy  One,  and  faidft,  I  havp 
44  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty :  I  have  exalted  one 
44  chofen  out  of  the  people."  Jfaiah  ix.  0.  44  For  unto  us 
44  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given,  and  the  govern* 
44  meat  (hall  be  upon  his  fhoulder ;  and  his  name  ihall 
44  be  called  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  The  Mighty  God, 
44  The  everjafting  Father,  The  Prince  of  peace."  Not  to 
infift  on  the  many  paffages  of  the  New-Teftament,  which 
point  our  attention  to  the  power  and  dignity  of  Chriff, 
I  fhall  only  mention,  Heb.  vii.  2 J.  "  Wherefore  he  is 
44  able  alio  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto 
41  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  Uveth  to  make  interceffion 
44  for  them." 

I  (hall  only  further  fay,  that  the  glory  of  Chrift's  name, 
as  an  almighty  Saviour,  may  be  confidered  in  itsfuperior 
luftre  to  every  thing  that  might  be  fuppofed  to  come  in 
tfempetition  with  him,  or  pretend  to  be  put  in  this  place* 
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This  is  certainly  the  meaning  of  a  great  name*  when  ap- 
plied  10  men,  He  is  laid  to  obtain  the  greatcft  name,  who 
outftrips  or  eclipfes  others  by  the  glory  of  his  deeds;  the 
fame  inuft  be  the  meaning  of  this  paffage,  as  applied  to 
our  Redeemer;  "  his  name  fhall  endure  for  ever."  The 
names  of  others  fliall  fomv  be  loft.  Their  inferior  hright- 
nefs  will  foon  decay :  but  his  fliall  continue  forever  with 
unfading  and  increafing  luftre. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  a  circumftance  that  ought  never 
to  be  omitted*  We  cannot  honor  Chrifl  as  an  almighty 
Saviour,  unlefs  we  believe  and  remember,  that  he  is  the 
anly  Saviour.  There  are  forne  pafl'agts  in  the  prophetic 
writings,  in  which  God  alferts  his  own  incommunicable 
jlory,  in  oppofition  to  the  vanities  of  the  Gentiles*  and 
that  in  language  inimitably  Arcing,  Ilk.  xh  17,  18.  4|  All 
*4  nations  before  him  are  as  nothing,  and  they  are  counted 
44  to  him  lets  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  To  whom  then 
will  ye  liken  God  I  or  what  likcnefs  will  ye  compare 
*4  unto  him  lv  Ilaiah  xliii.  10,  11,  izr  13.  u  Ye  are  my 
|(  witnelFes,  faith  the  Lord,  and  my  fervant  whom  I  have 
**  chofen:  that  ye  may  know  and  believe  mc>  and  under- 
14  (land  that  I  am  he  :  before  me  there  was  no  God  form* 
44  ed,  neither  fhall  there  be  after  me.  I,  even  I  am  the 
"  Lord,  and  befide  me  there  is  no  Saviour.  I  have  de- 
41  clared  and  have  faved,  and  I  have  fhewed,  when  there 
44  was  no  ilrange  gpd  among  you :  therefore  ye  are  my 
44  witnefles,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  am  God.  Yea,  before 
44  the  day  was,  I  am  he ;  and  there  is  none  that  can  deli- 
44  ver  out  of  my  hand  :  I  will  work,  and  who  fliall  let  it:'* 
Hof.  xiii.  4.  "  Yet  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  from  the  land 
44  of  Egypt,  and  thou  (halt  know  no  God  but  me :  for 
♦'  there  is  no  faviour  befide  me. "  The  fame  peculiar  and 
exclufive  honor  belongs  to  Chrifl,  as  the  hope  of  fmners, 
Adts  iv.  12.  u  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other:  for 
44  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among 
44  men  whereby  we  mud  be  faved." 

I  might  illuftrate  this  fenfe  of  the  paffage  before  us,  by 
fhewing  you  that  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  an- 
ci^nt  difpenfation,  derived  their  efficacy  from  their  rela- 
lipn  to  Chrif}.     But  I  fhall  only  tell  you,  that  all  the  de- 
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petulance  which  you  place  upon  any  thing  elfe  for  your 
acceptance  with  God,  is  an  injury  to  the  honor  of  your 
Redeemer  ;  that  all  felf-righteoufnefs  and  felf-dependance, 
to  which  there  is  in  man  by  nature  fo  ftrong  a  tendency f 
abfcures  the  luflre  of  that  name  which  {hall  endure  for- 
ever.  That  as  he  is  able  to  fave  finners,  to  the  uttermoft, 
fo  they  fliall  never  obtain  falvation,  but  by  him.  As  it  is 
he  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this  great  work,  who  carries 
it  on  through  all  the  fteps  of  its  progrefs,  and  at  laft  brings 
it  to  perfection,  fo  he  will  have,  and  why  fhould  he  not 
have,  the  undivided  glory. 

2.  This  leads  me  to  obferve,  that  the  magnificent  de»" 
claration  in  the  text,  concerning  Chrill,  implies  the  im- 
mortal honor  and  renown  which  he  wotJd  acquire  by  the 
work  of  man's  redemption.  Every  one  knows,  that  in 
fcripture  ftyle,  to  get  a  name  is  to  acquire  renown  and 
glory,  by  fome  illullrious  achievement ;  as  2  Sam.  viii. 
13.  t4  And  David  gat  him  a  name  when  he  returned  from 
*  fmiting  of  the  Syrians  in  the  valley  of  Salt,  being 
44  eighteen  thoufand  men." 

And  furely,  my  brethren,  the  undertaking  of  Chrift 
was  the  mod  glorious  in  itfelf,  the  molt  arduous  in  its  ac- 
.jcomplifliment,  the  mod  bleffed  in  its  effe&s,  and  the  moft 
generous  and  difinterefted  in  him,  that  can  poffibly  be  con- 
ceived. Think  on  this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  i  befeech  you, 
with  attention  ;  and  weigh  the  intimations  we  have  of  it 
in  fcripture.  And  for  this  purpofe  obferve,  that  he  ac* 
quired  glory  with  God,  with  angels,  and  with  men. 

As  the  falvation  of  fmners  was  a  work  in  which  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father  was  eminently  illuftrated,  fo  he 
is  reprefented  as  looking  with  the  highefc  complacency  on 
Chrill,  in  the  undertaking  and  accompliflimeftt  of  it. 
Thus  Matth.  iii.  17.  u  And  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  fay. 
44  ing,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleaf- 
44  ed."  And  again,  at  his  transfiguration,  Matth,  xvii.  5. 
,k  And  while  he  yet  fpake,  behold,  a  bright  cloud  overfha- 
* i  dowed  them  :  and  behold  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud,  which 
44  faid,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
„4C  pleafed,  hear  ye  him."  If.  xlii.  1.  ",  Behold  my  fcr- 
44  vant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  eledt  in  whom  my  foul  de- 
44  lighteth  :  I  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him>  ta  iWvWvc^ 
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44  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles,"  We  fee  alfc,  that 
God  is  represented  as  having  put  the  highefl  honor  on  the 
Redeemer,  in  reward  of  his  fuflferings.  Phil.  u.  9,  10,  fit 
44  Wherefore  God  hath  alio  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
41  htm  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name;  that  at  the  name 
«•  of  Jefus  every  knee  mould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven, 
44  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  :  and 
44  that  every  tongue  fhould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
4t  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Heb,  ii.  9, 
44  But  we  fee  Jefus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the 
44  angels,  for  the  fu  fieri  ng  of  death,  crowned  with  glory 
44  and  honor;  that  he  by  the  grace  of  God  fhould  talle 
**  death  for  every  man."  See  alfo  Heb.  xit-  2.  **  Look- 
ing unto  Jefus,  the  author  and  fmifber  of  our  faith  ; 
44  who,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  liim,  endured  the 
*  crofs,  defpifing  the  fhame,  and  is  let  down  at  the  right 
44  hand  of  the  throne  of  God/1 

i  am  fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  this  delight  and  ap- 
probation, which  the  father  is  reprefented  as  expreflmg 
in  the  undertaking  of  the  SonT  is  a  fubjeel  of  the  moft  ele- 
vated nature,  on  which  we  ought  to  think  and  fpeak  with 
the  utmoft  veneration,  and  with  the  greateft  referve.  But 
fince  he  hath  revealed,  it  is  our  duty  to  improve  it.  Does 
it  not  carry  your  thoughts  naturally  to  that  ex  predion  we 
find  ufed  in  fcripture,  at  the  finifhing  of  the  material 
creation,  mentioned  at  the  end  of  every  day's  work,  and 
repeated  on  a  review  of  the  whole,  Gen.  i.  31.  •*  And 
14  God  (aw  every  thing  that  he  had  nude,  and,  behold,  it 
44  was  very  good." 

We  mud  needs  conceive,  the  omnipotent  Jehovah,  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Holy  Gholl,  as  poflefied,  not  only  of  abfo- 
Jute  and  unchangeable  perfe&ion,  but  of  infinite  and  in- 
conceivable felicity.  And  may  we  not,  mult  we  not  con- 
ceive, that  this  felicity  conlifts  both  in  the  contemplation 
and  exercife  of  all  his  glorious  attributes,  and  in  nothing 
more  than  in  the  redemption  of  fmners,  in  which  his  pow- 
er, wifdom,  holinefs,  juflice  and  mercy,  are  feverally  and 
jointly  fo  confpicuoufly  difplayed.  Nay,  may  we  not 
venture,  with  reverence,  further  to  fajr,  that  the  three  per- 
fdn$  in  the  Trinity,  by  their  dtftinft  properties,  and  pecu* 
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liar  agency,  receive  and  impart  everlafling  delight  to  one 
another,  in  their  ineffable    communion  I      The  eternal'. 
word  is  represented  as  faying,  Prov.  viii.  30.  "  Then  waai 
44 1  by  him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him  )  and  I  was  dai- 
41  ly  his  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him." 

(2.)  The  Redeemer  acquired  immortal  renown  among 
the  angels,  and  the  whole  celeftial  hod.  This  We  may  fpeak 
of  with  abundance  of  certainty,  and  with  yet  clearer  com- 
prehcnfion.  Doubtlefs  their  happinefs  confifts  in  the  vi- 
rion and  contemplation  of  an  infinite  God.  And  there*, 
fore  the  manifeiiation  and  exercife  of  the  divine  perfect 
tlons,  both  in  Providence  and  grace,  adminifter  to  them 
matter  of  continual  and  increafing  delight.  There  is 
a  beautiful  reprefentation  of  their  employment,  If.  vi.  1, 
2,  3.  u  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  faw  alfo  the 
41  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  hi* 
"  train  filled  the  temple.  Above  it  ftood  the  feraphimsr 
"  each  one  had  fix  wings  :  with  twain  he  covered  his  face, 
44  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  did  he 
41  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  Holy,  holyf 
41  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hofts;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  hit 
"  glory/' 

Now  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  work  of  re. 
demption,  in  all  its  parts,  in  which  they  themfelves  have* 
an  inferior  employment,  as  miniftring  fpirits,  under  the 
dominion  of  the  uncreated  angel  of  the  covenant,  muft  bo 
a  fource  of  the  pureft  felicity,  and  a  fubjedl  of  the  mod 
elevated  praife.  In  a  particular  manner,  the  affumptiori 
of  our  nature  into  a  perfonal  union  with  the  divine.  You 
fee  how  they  fing  praifes  at  the  birth  of  the  Saviour,  Luke 
ii.  13,  14.  "And  fuddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a 
41  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  praifing  God,  and  fay* 
44  ing,  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace, 
u  good  will  toward  men." 

The  humiliation,  fufferings  and  death  of  God's  eternal 
Son,  his  vidtory  upon  the  crofs,  his  refurrefction  from  the 
dead,  and  triumph  over  principalities  and  powers,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  revolted  angels,  muft  havroften  laid  thefe  fer* 
vants  of  the  living  God,  proftrate  irt  adoration.  This  is 
not  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  clearly  revealed ;   the 
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tfhole  plandrredcmption  being  called  a  myflery,  wTitcrr 
the  angels  defire  to  penetrate,  t  Peter  i,  jo,  ir,  12.  llOf 
11  which  falvaiion  the  prophets  have  inquired,  and  fearcTtei! 
14  diligently,  who  prophefied  of  the  grace  that  Jliould  come ' 
"  unto  you:  feftrching  what,  or  what  manner  of  time  the" 
*  Spirit  of  Chrift  which  was  in  them  did  ftroify,  when  it 
"  tettified  beforehand  the  fa  fie  rings  of  Chrirt,  and  the  gib-* 
§i  ry  that  fhould  follow:  unto  whom  it  was  revealed,  that 
H  not  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  its,  they  did  mini  tier  the 
**  things  which  are  now  reported  unto  you  by  them  thaff 
**  have  preached  the  gofpel  unto  you,  with  the  holy  Ghoft 
41  fent down  from  heaven;  which  things  the  angels  deft  re 
14  la  look  inro," 

Realize  thefe  great  truths  to  yourfelves,  my  brethren, 
That  think  you  were  the  views  of  the  innumerable  hefls 
of  cherubim  and  feraphim,  when  fame  of  them  conducted 
the  afcending  Savionr,  and  others  received  him,  when  he 
entered  within  the  veil !  What  think  you  were  their  views 
when  they  beheld  the  Mediator,  God  Man,  e\slted  at  the* 
right  hand  of  God,  and  had  a  new  object  of  adoration*' 
bearing  the  fears  or  his  fufferings,  and  known  by  the  print" 
of  the  nails,  and  by  his  bleeding  temples?  Hebrews  i,  6. 
M  And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  firft-begotten  into 
M  the  world,  he  faith,  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  wor- 
"  (hip  him."  Or,  when  they  faw  the  dominion  ancl 
power  with  which  he  was  inverted  as  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  1  Peter  iii.  22.  "Who  is  gone  into  heaven, 
"  and  is  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  angels,  and  authorities, 
w  and  powers  being  made  fubjett  unto  him." 

This  renown  of  the  Saviour  mud  have  been  much  great- 
er among  them,  if  it  is  true  what  many  intelligent  divines 
have  fuppofed,  that  by  the  fame  glorious  undertaking  by 
which  he  redeemed  eleft  fmners,  he  eftablifhed  and  con- 
firmed the  obedient  angels  in  a  (late  of  holinefs  and  happi- 
nefs.  I  fliall  only  further  fay,  that  we  are  exprefsly  told, 
the  adminiflration  of  divine  #race,  or  the  government  and 
prefervation  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  is  a  continued  illuRra- 
tion  to  the  fpirits  above  of  his  Father's  wifdom,  Eph.  iii. 
lo.  "  To  the  intent  that  now,  unto  the  principalities  and 
14  powers  in  heavenly  places,   might  be  known  by  the 
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".  church  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God."  Agreeably  to  ; 
this  we  find  that,  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  which  opens 
the  great  fcenes  of  Providence  in  the  Church  militant, 
there  are  feveral  vifions  in  which  the  angels  are  reprefent- 
cd  as  uniting  their  praifes  with  redeemed  finners,  and 
dire&ing  their  worGiip  to  the  fame  great  object.  This 
leads  me  to  obferve, 

(3.)  That  the  Saviour  acquired  immortal  renown  among 
miners  of  mankind.  If  the  angels  who  were  either  fpec* 
tators  only,  or  at  moll  but  partial  fharers  in  redeeming 
grace,  do  yet  hold  him  in  the  highefl  honor,  what  is,  and 
muft  be  the  fenfe  of  gratitude  which  dwells  in  the  heart  of 
a  pardoned  finner  ?  Oh,  my  brethren,  how  many  cir- 
cumftances  concur  to  bind  the  heart  of  the  believer  in 
eternal  bonds  of  gratitude  to  Chrill !  Who  can  conceive 
or  exprefs  the  debt  of  the  finner  to  the  Saviour!  He  is 
redeemed  from  everlafting  definition,  he  is  faved  from 
wrath  through  him.  Whoever  is  humbled,  through  fear 
of  the  vengeance  of  a  holy  and  jealous  God,  what  fervent 
love  will  he  bear  to  him,  who  hath  wrought  his  deliver- 
ance, who  hath  purchafed  his  pardon?  If  he  is  filled  with 
a  deep  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthinefs,  of  his  aggravated 
and  inexcufable  provocations,  with  what  rapture  mull  he 
look  upon  that  Saviour,  who  forgave  him  gracioufly,  and 
loved  him  freely  ?  Who  is  not  moved  with  that  inimitable 
pi&ure  of  penitent  love,  when  Mary  Magdalene  came  ia 
as  it  is  related,  Luke  vii.  37,  38.  "And,  behold,  a  wo- 
44  man  in  the  city,  which  was  a  finner,  when  fhe  knew 
•*  that  Jefus  fat  at  meat  in  the  Phari fee's  houfe,  brought 
44  an  alaballer-box  of  ointment,  and  Hood  at  his  feet  be* 
i4  hind  him  weeping,  and  began  to  wafh  his  feet  with  tears, 
44  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and  kifT- 
44  ed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment."-*-- 
And  bow  juft  and  proper  that  refleftion  of  our  Saviour  in 
the  47th  verfe,  "Wherefore,  I  fay  unto  thee,  Her  finst 
41  which  are  many,  are  forgiven ;  for  flie  loved  much : 
4t  but  to  whom  little  is  forgiven,  the  fame  loveth  little-** 
The  believer's  efteetn  and  gratitude  muft  be  greatly  in* 
creafed  by  confidering  the  unfpeakable  coft  at  which  "his 
deliverance  was  bought,  the  amazing,  and  affettiflg  fuffer* 
■"  Vo*.  II.  R  r 
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ings  which  the  Redeemer  endured  in  his  room*  When 
he  follows  the  patient  and  immaculate  Saviour,  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  from  his  inward  anguifh  in  the  garden,  to  hi  8 
Jhameful  fuflerings  on  the  aecurfed  tree — with  what  re* 
lenting  of  heart,  will  he  view  that  Welled  head  crowned 
with  thorns,  that  facred  body  nailed  to  the  crofs  i — And 
when  he  carries  forward  his  views  to  the  glory  and  happi- 
nefs  prepared  for  him,  in  the  Redeemer's  prefence  abovef 
trfm  is  the  fum  of  his  obligations?  What  bounds  can  be 
fet  to  this  conqueror's  renown?  In  what  better  way  can 
we  exprefs  this,  than  by  repeating  and  adopting  thefe  ani- 
mating fongs  of  praife,  which  are  now  making  a  great 
part  of  the  worfhip  of  Heaven,  Rev*  v,  n,  ia,  13^  14, 
**  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels 
"  rourtd  about  the  throne,  and  the  beafls,  and  the  elders: 
41  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
"  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thoufands;  faying  with  a 
u  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain  to  re* 
u  ceive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 
•*  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing.  And  cvtry  creature 
•*  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the 
ci  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea,  and  all  that  are  in  them, 
*c  heard  I  faying,  Blefling,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and 
iC  power,  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  un- 
"  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  four  beads 
•*  laid,  Amen.  And  the  four  and  twenty  eklers  fell  down 
H  and  worfhipped  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever." — 
__And  Rev.  vii.  9,  10,  11. 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  the  magnificent  declaration  con- 
cerning Chrift:  in  the  text,  implies  the  /lability  and  per- 
jpetuity  of  his  kingdom.  The  glorious  promifes  made  to 
the  houfe  and  family  of  David,  have  their  chief  and  full 
accomplifhment  in  Chrift  the  Ion  of  David.  The  earthly 
kingdom  eredied  in  that  family,  has  long  ago  been  deftroy- 
ed,  but  the  Redeemer's  fpiritual  kingdom  is  an  everlafting 
kingdom,  and  his  dominion  (hall  have  no  end.  This  was 
the  promifc  of  the  Father  to  the  Meffiah,  Pfalm  lxxxix. 
36,  37.  "  His  feed  (hall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne 
44  as  the  fun  before  me.  It  fliall  be  eftabliflied  for  ever  as 
11  the  moon,  and  as  a  faithful  witnefs  in  heaven.     Selah.77 


iii  tbe  Perpetuity  of  bis  Work.  315 

It  is  one  great  end  of  the  facrament  of  tbe  Lord's  flip- 
per, to  perpetuate  the  Redeemer's  name,  "  as  often  as  ye 
"  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  {hew  forth  the 
"  Lord's  death  till  he  come,"  and  it  is  a  noble  and  revhr. 
ing  objedt  of  faith,  that  we  know  that  his  kingdom  fhalj 
ftand  fad  forever.  Hell  itfelf  may  rage,  and  the  prince* 
of  this  world  may  combine  to  (hake  his  glorious  throne, 
but  he  that  (its  in  heaven  (ball  laugh,  the  king  of  Zion 
jfhall  hold  their  impotent  attempts  in  derifion.  He  Audi 
maintain  his  intereft  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  his  nume- 
rous and  inveterate  enemies.  He  hath  often  done  fo  al- 
ready, and  (hall  continue  to  do  fo,  till  the  end  of  time. 
Rev.  xvii.  14. 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  pra&ical  application  of 
what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

Firft,  Let  us  adore  the  wifdom  and  the  power  of  Chrift, 

My  brethren,  When  we  confider  the  fimplicity  of  the 
gofpel,  and  the  fcandal  of  the  crofs  \  when  we  confider 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  do&rine  according  to  godlinefs, 
and  falvation  by  grace,  how  direftly  contrary  it  is  to  the 
pride  of  our  nature,  how  many  attempts  have  been,  and 
continue  to  be  made  in  every  age,  to  fupprefs  it  by  vio- 
lence, to  blacken  it  by  flander,  and  to  adulterate  it  by 
mixture ;  it  is  a  (landing  miracle  that  it  has  been  able  to 
hold  its  ground.  Whoever  will  refledt  either  upon  the 
prefent  (late,  or  the  pad  hiftpry  of  the  church  of  Chriftf 
mud  be  obliged  to  fay,  that  our  faith  does  not  (land  in  the 
wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  I  mull  not 
omit  to  fay  that,  we  are  perhaps  as  much  indebted  in  this 
nation,  to  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  in  this  refpect,  as 
any  comer  of  the  earth;  and  I  cannot  but  be  pleafed^with 
the  choice  which  our  fathers  made,  of  an  emblem*  and 
motto  for  the  church  of  Scotland,  a  bufli  burning,  but  not 
confumed.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  faith,  that  the  prince  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  hath  hitherto  maintained  hi? 
truths  and  interell  againit  all  the  powers  and  cunning  of 
earthly  policy,  will  continue  to  preferye  them,  and  that 
♦4  his  name  (hall  endure  forever:  his  name  fliall  be  con* 
44  tinued  as  long  as  the  fun  :  and  men  (hall  be  blefled  in 
•"him;  all  nations  ih*U  call  him  blcfled.w 
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i.  You  may  learn  from  what  hath  been  fa  id,  the  guilt 
and  danger  of  the  enemies  of  Chrifl  ;  of  all  thofe  who  let 
light  by  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  are  unwilling  to  be 
indebted  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  I  would  willingly 
afpi re  to  the  character  whirh  the  apoflle  Pairf  aflumes  to 
himfelf,  2  Con  ii.  17".  u  For  we  are  not  as  many,  which 

P*'  corrupt  the  word  God:  but  as  of  finceritv,  but  as  of 
"  God,  in  the  fight  of  God  fpeak  we  in  CbrifL"  Chrift  is 
the  only  foundation  of  a  finner's  hope,  1  Cor.  iii.  11. 
"  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laidt 
**  which  is  Jefus  Chrift/*  There  may  be  a  form  of  godli- 
nefs  ;  nay,  there  may  be  an  oftentatious  parade  of  human 
virtue,  but  there  can  be  nothing  of  the  fpirit  and  power  of 
true  religion,  without  a  clear  difeovery  and  fincere  con- 
feflion  of  our  loft  and  depraved  ftate  by  nature,  without  a 
believing  application  to  the  mercy  of  God,  through  the 
blood  of  the  atonement-  Think  not  I  he  fetch  yoxr,  to 
fruftrate  the  word  of  God.  The  following  teflimony, 
comes  from  the  Amen,  the  true  and  faithful  witnefs,  John 
xiv.  6.  **  1  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  s  no 
"man  cometh  unto  the  Father  hut  hy  me."  If  fo  great 
honor  is  put  upon  the  Redeemer  by  God  the  Father,  and 
by  his  holy  angels,  how  unfpeakably  dangerous  mult  it  be, 
for  finners  to  defpife  him.  You  can  never  defpife  this 
ordinance  of  God  for  falvation,  but  from  the  greateli  igno-- 
ranee  of  yourfelves.  My  heart  bleeds  to  think  of  the 
delufion  of  the  defpifers  of  the  gofpel.  What  views  can 
you  have  of  the  immaculate  nature  and  holy  law  of  God, 
if  you  truft  in  yourfelves  that  you  are  righteous  ?  What 
experience  have  you  of  the  liability  of  thefe  relblutions  that 
have  been  taken,  as  in  your  flrength?  How  weak  and  de- 
fective is  that  virtue,  which  is  founded  only  on  human 
prudence,  or  motives  of  prcfent  conveniency  ?  One  be- 
lieving  view  of  a  Saviour  on  the  crofs,  will  have  a  more 
powerful  influence  in  mortifying  corruptions,  than  all 
other  arguments  whatever.  One  fervent  prayer,  urged 
iq  the  name  of  Chrift,  will  be  more  effe&ual  for  your  pre- 
fervation,  than  a  thoufand  merely  human  refolutions. — 
Obey  this  falutary  counfel,  John  xv.  4.  "Abide  in  me, 
44  anc}  I  in  you.     As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruu  of  ftfelf, 
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*  accept  it  abide  in  the  vine:  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye 
".abide  in  me."  * ■ 

3.  From  what  has  been  faid,  let  me  befeech  you  to  Oy 
yoer  title  to  fet  down  at  the  Lord's  table.  This  ordinance 
was  exprefsly  inftituted  for  putting  honor  on  the  Redeem* 
cr's  name.  He  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  it ;  his  death 
and  fufierings,  are  the  immediate  fubjeft  of  it.  Haveyott 
theft,  my  brethren,  a  high  arid  inward  efteem  of  his  per* 
fon ;  a  deep  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  his  mercy ;  an  entire 
*hd  unfhaken  reliance  on  his  grace  and  power  ?  Can  you 
call  the  Searcher  of  hearts  to  witnefs,  that  you  unfeignedly 
approve  of  this  way  of  falvation,  by  which  God  is  glorifi- 
ed, and  the  (inner  abafed  ?  Are  you  not  afhamed  to  pro* 
fefs  it  ?  And  while  others  are  ready  to  defpife  it,  are  yot* 
willing  to  glory  in  it  ?  Does  it  pleafe  you  to  hear  that  the 
Saviour's  name  fhall  endure  forever  ?  Is  it  with  holy  tri- 
umph, you  refleft,  that  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  fhall  be 
unchangeable,  and  his  power  to  eternity  itfelf?  If  this  is 
your  difpofition,  1  hope  you  will  come  with  acceptance 
to  his  table ;  and  I  would  flatter  myfelf  with  the  pleating 
expectation,  that  many  of  this  day's  worfhippers,  (hall  be 
everlafting  monuments  of  their  Redeemer's  power;  that 
they  fliall  be  happy  fubjefts  of  his  grace,  and  tafte  of  the 
confolations  of  his  gofpel  on  earth,  and  be  heirs  and  par- 
takers of  his  glory  in  heaven.  ^. 

4.  I  would  improve  this  fubjeft,  by  earneflly  befeech- 
ing  every  finner  to  embrace  this  falvation,  and  enlift  him- 
felf  under  the  banner  of  this  renowned  Saviour.  There 
are  no  doubt,  many  within  thefc  walls,  who  are  ftill  in  the 

gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.    O  that  the 

Redeemer  would  glorify  his  own  power  in  their  convi&ion 
and  their  falvation.    u  Gird  on  thy  fword  upon  thy  thigh; 

♦fc  O  mod  mighty ."  Are  there  not  fome  in  this  afiembty, 
who  are  fenfible  they  are  lying  under  a  load  of  unforgiven 
guilt ;  that  they  are  ftill  flaves  to  habitual  fin  ?  Does  nor 
the  very  facred  aflion  we  are  going  about,  fill  you  with 
fear,  that  you  ate  far  from  the  ftate  and  temper  of  God's 
children  ?  Is  not  the  old  nature  fo  ftrong  in  you,  that  you 
have  good  reafon  to  fufpeft  you  have  never  yet  put  on  the 
new  ?    Let  me  befeech  *nd  exhort  you,  to  believe  vcv\\\^ 
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name  of  the  Son  of  God*  His  merit  is  of  infinite  value  5 
his  power  is  of  infinite  efficacy.  Many  notorious  finners 
have  been  from  age  to  age,  the  happy  witneflfcs  of  both. 
Nothing  in  your  condition  ought  to  be  a  difcouragement 
to  you  from  applying  to  this  all-fufficient  Saviour,  he  in- 
vites you  by  me,  or  rather  I  invite  you  by  his  commiffion, 
and  in  his  own  term?,  Matth.  xw  28,  u  Come  unto  met 
**  all  ye  that  labor  and  arc  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  gtvc 
u  you  rcfl/1  Ifaiah  Iv.  i«  u  Ho,  every  one  that  thirtieth, 
*■  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money ; 
il  come  ye,  buy  and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
H  without  money  and  without  price.*1  John  vu  37.  "Him 
*'  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out/*  How 
ihall  I  urge  your  compliance  ?  is  not  this  name  fo  power- 
ful that  you  may  fafely  put  your  truft  in  it  ?  Are  you  not 
defirous  that  your  converfion  to  God  fhould  ijluflrate  it 
and  make  it  glorious  ?  I  fitall  leave  the  matter  with  j  oa 
after  making  this  remark,  that  in  vain  do  his  enemies  op* 
pofe  him  ;  in  vain  do  finners  defpife  him.  He  is  getting 
him  a  name  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpeh  It  is  (lilt 
ferving  its  pur  pofe,  for  the  calling  and  confirmation  of 
the  veffels  of  mercy,  for  aggravating  the  guilt,  and  in- 
creating  the  condemnation  of  the  obflinate  and  difobedi- 
ent,  Luke  xx.  17,  j8.  u  And  he  beheld  them,  and  laid, 
44  What  is  this  then,  that  is  written,  The  ftone  which  the 
44  builders  rejected,  the  fame  is  become  the  head  of,  the 
"  corner?  Whofoever  fhall  fall  upon  that  (lone  ihall  be 
4t  broken  ;  but  on  whomibever  it  Ihall  fall,  it  will  grind 
^  him  to  powder." 

5.  In  the  lall  place,  you  may  learn  from  what  hath  been 
faid,  the  wifdom  of  God,  in  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord's 
fupper,  and  what  ought  to  be  your  employment  at  his 
table.  How  wifely  Htted  is  this  ordinance  to  keep  up  the 
yemernbrance  of  Chrili  a$  a  Saviour,  as  a  fuffering  dying 
Saviour.  Perhaps  no  one  circumftance  has  contributed 
more  to  preferve  the  pure  uncorrupted  dodtrine  of  the  gof- 
pel,  than  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  It  fets  the 
truth  before  our  eyes,  while  the  words  of  the  inftitution 
repeats  it  in  our  ears,  1  Cor.  xi.  24.  u  This  is  my  body, 
44  which  is  broken  for  you :  this  do  in  remembrance  of 
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"  mc"  And  verfe  25th,  4i This  cup  is  the  New  Tefta- 
44  ment  in  my  blood :  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in 
44  remembrance  of  me."  Profefling  Chriftians,  but  of 
worldly  minds,  may  be  afhamed  of  the  crofs;  felf-  righteous 
perfons  may  put  fomething  elfe  in  the  room  of  the  crofs  ; 
perverfe  difputers  may  oppofe  it,  or  keep  it  out  of  their 
writings ;  and  erroneous  teachers  may  keep  it  out  of  their 
fermons;  but  there  is  no  keeping  it  out  of  the  facramenC 
of  his  fupper.  Under  this  aufpicious  banner,  the  name 
of  Chrift  has  been  fpread  to  the  mod  diftant  nations,  and 
handed  down  from  the  mod  diftant  ages,  and  fo  it  (hall 
continue  till  he  come  again,  "  for  as  often  as  ye  eat  this 
44  bread,"  &c.  How  then  ought  ye  to  be  employed,  in 
a  thankful  and  joyful  acceptance  of  falvation  through  his 
blood,  in  the  lively  exercife  of  faith  in  his  power,  in  de- 
riving from  his  fulncfs  every  thing  necefTary  for  your 
fupport  under  temptation  or  trial ;  and  in  fervent  prayer, 
that  his  name  may  be  hallowed,  his  kingdom  may  come, 
and  his  will  may  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  Heaven.— 
Amen  .and  Amen. 


.   • 

'  I   '  '  * 
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Thb  PETITIONS  of   the   INSINCERE  UNAVAILING^ 


SERMON  36. 


Psalm  lxvi.  18. 

If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heorty  the  Lord  will  not  hear  the* 

My  BuEfiiREtf, 

THERE  is  not,  I  think,  a  more  ftriking  light  in 
which  we  can  confider  an  aflembly  of  profeffing 
chriftians,  than  as  united  in  their  common  relation  to 
God,  and  upon  an  equal  footing,  as  to  outward  privileges^ 
but  very  different,  as  to  their  inward  charafter.  This 
difference  ftiall  only  be  completely  manifefted  in  the  final 
decifion  of  their  ftate  at' the  lad  day.  The  mixture  of 
faints  and  finners  mult  continue  till  that  time,  when  there 
fhall  be  an  eternal  feparation  of  the  precious  from  the  vile, 
of  the  flieep  from  the  goats.  Mud  then,  all  things  con- 
tinue in  fufpence  and  uncertainty  till  the  great  day  ?  Is 
there  no  way  by  which  we  can  judge,  at  prefent,  what 
will  be  the  event  at  that  interefting  period  ?  ^ 

What  is  now  the  inward  temper,  or  the  fpiritual  ftate, 
and  what  fhall  be  the  eternal  condition  of  every  perfon 
here  prefent  is  perfectly  known  to  God,  the  fearcher  of 
all  hearts.  It  cannot  be  known  indeed,  with  any  certain- 
ty,  by  his  fellow  finners,  but  it  may  be  known  in  a  great 
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meafure,  by  every  one  with  regard  to  himfelf.  It  may 
be  known  with  fuch  a  degree  of  evidence  as  to  deliver 
him  from  diftreffing  anxiety,  and  even  to  fill  him  with 
the  m.oft  joyful  hope  and  expe&ation*  Is  not  this  fuffu 
cient  ?  and  ought  it  not  to  excite  every  one  of  us  to  a  fe- 
rious  and  impartial  trial  of  that  great  queftion,  in  which 
we  have  no  lefs  than  an  infinite  concern.  This  ought  \q 
be  our  care,  in  a  particular  manner^  when  >ve  have  in 
view  to  make  a  near  and  folemn  approach  to  God,  in  his 
fan&nary  on  earth,  beeaufe  his  acceptance  of  our  worfhip 
in  the  body,  is  an  earned  and  pledge  of  his  final  appro- 
bation, as  appears  from  the  words  of  the  textT  4t  If  1  re- 
"  gird  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me,** 
and  likewife  from  another  paffage*  John  ix*  31.  "  Now, 
**  we  know  that  God  heareth  not  finners :  but  if  any  man 
*l  be  a  wodhipper  of  God,  and  tloeth  his  will,  him  he 
41  heareth," 

This  Pfalm  was  compofed,  in  all  probability  by  the 
Pfalmift  David,  though  fome  are  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  attribute  it  to  one  of  the  prophets,  after  the  captivity. 
The  infpired  author  celebrates  the  goodnefs  of  God  in 
fome  fignal  and  national  deliverance,  and  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  Pfalm,  takes  particular  notice  of  the  diftin- 
guifhing  kindnefs  of  God  to  himfelf,  as  in  Pfalm  Ixvi.  16. 
44  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare 
44  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul."  He  then  confiders  the 
countenance  and  acceptance  he  had  met  with  from  God, 
as  an  evidence  of  his  own  fincerity  in  the  18th  and  19th 
verfes,  u  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will 
41  not  hear  me ;  but  verily  God  hath  heard  me ;  he  hath 
4i  attended  to  the  voice  of  my  prayer."  I  cannot  at  this 
time  take  in  the  whole  compafs  of  this  fubjeft,  orconfider 
how  the  one  of  thefe  aflertions  is  related  to  the  other  ;  but 
as  the  firft  of  them  contain^  an  interefting  truth  of  itfelf, 
and  very  proper  for  the  trial  of  our  (late — I  ihall  endea- 
vor, through  divine  afliftance,  to  illuftrate  it,  in  the  fol- 
lowing method, 

I.  I  (hall  confider  what  is  implied  in  regarding  iniquity 
in  the  heart. 
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IL  What  is  to  be  underftood  by  God's  not  hearing  fuck 
perfons.     And, 

III.  I  (hall  make  fome  pra&ical  improvement  of  the 
fubjeft,  for  your  inftru&ion  and  direction. 

In  the  firft  place,  then,  let  us  confider  what  is  implied 
in  regarding  iniquity  in  the  heart.  And  I  think  it  is 
plain,  that  thefe  words  do  not  dire&ly  point  at  open,  fcan- 
dalous  and  profane  firmer^,  who  have  burft  every  bond, 
and  look  with  difdain  and  defiance  in  the  face  of  every 
reprover.  There  are  too  many  of  this  charafter,  my  brer  — ~ 
thren,  who  fall  under  the  defcription  of  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, ch.  .xliv.  ver.  16  and  firft  claufe  of  the  17th,  and 
who  practically  fay,  "As  for  the  word  that  thou  haft  fpoken 
4i  unto  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we  will  not  hearken 
"  unto  thee.  But  we  will  certainly  do  whatfoever  thing 
"  goeth  forth  out  of  our  own  mouth."  To  thefe  I  Hull 
fpeak  in  the  application  of  the  fubjeft,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
Chat  they  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  fmce  they  openly 
and  obftinately  practice  it  in  the  life.  But  certainly  the*""' 
words  of  the  text  do  chiefly  relate  to  thofe  whofe  charac- 
ters are  more  doubtful,  both  to  others  and  to  themfelve** 
Many  there  have  been  in  every  age,  and  there  are  many 
amongft  us,  who  maintain  their  characters  before  men ; 
but  when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  fkn&uary,  fhall 
be  found  wanting ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  power 
of  felf-deceit,  they  are  ready  to  fay,  they  fhall  have  peace, 
though  they  walk  after  the  imagination  of  their  own 
hearts.  For  undeceiving  all  fuch  perfons,  and  for  the 
trial  of  others,  that  they  that  are  approved  may  be  made 
manifeft,  let  me  befeech  your  attention  to  the  following 
particulars. 

1.  They  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts,  who  pra&ife 
it  fecretly,  who  are  under  reftraint  from  the  world,  but 
are  not  pofleffed  of.  an  habitual  fear  of  the  omnifcient  God, 
the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  and  from  whofe  eyes  there  is  no 
covering  of  thick  darknefs  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  ^ 
-may  hide  themfelves.  Jer.  xxiii.  34,  "Can  any  hide^ 
♦4  himfelf  in  fecret  places,  that  I  (hall  not  fee  him  ?  faith 
*4  the  Lord ;  do  not  I  fill  heaven  and  earth  ?   faith  the 
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u  Lord*"  If  you  remember  in  what  manner  I  ftated  the 
general  meaning  of  the  worth,  you  will  be  fenfible  that  I 
do  not  here  chiefly  point  atgrofs  liypocrify,  or  thofe  who 
under  the  cloak  of  religion  praftife  all  manner  of  wicked- 
nefs  in  their  fecret  retirement.  There  are  many  others 
On  whofe  condufl  the  judgment  of  men  has  a  ftrong, 
though  at  the  fame  time  an  tnfenfible  effeft :  who  arc  per. 
Jiaps  regular  and  guarded  in  their  vifible  deportment,  but 
on  whom  a  fenfeof  the  continual  prefence  of  the  invifible 
God,  with  whom  they  have  to  do,  hath  not  a  command- 
ing and  habitual  influence.  It  is  a  dangerous  fymptom 
of  this,  when  your  repentance  is  very  flight,  and  you  eali- 
ly  forgive  yourfelves  for  thofe  fins  of  which  the  world  is 
ignorant,  or  in  thofe  that  are  known,  when  you  remem- 
ber the  fhame  longer  than  the  fin. 

How  many  unhappy  examples  of  this  do  we  fee  every 
day  ?  How  many  can  go  very  eafily  under  their  fins  that 
are  known  only  to  God,  but  are  filled  with  vexation  when 
they  have  been  betrayed  into  what  expofes  them  to  the 
cenfure  of  their  fellow^creatures.  There  are  fome  who 
feem  to  be  much  more  affefted  with  the  cenfure  of  others 
for  trifling  errors,  than  the  difpleafure  of  God  for  heinous 
iins.  Nay,  there  are  to  be  found  fome  who  evidently 
fuffer  more  uneafinefs  from  the  cenfure  of  others,  even 
where  it  is  wrong,  than  from  frequent  negle&s  or  breaches 
of  the  law  of  God.  Now,  what  fignifies  the  opinion  of 
others,  when  it  is  founded  on  mi  Hake,  or  malice  ?  I  do 
not  mean,  my  brethren,  toextinguifh,  or  bid  you  endea- 
vor to  extinguifh,  a  fenfe  of  fhame  ;  but  let  it  be  lubcrdi- 
nate  to  the  fear  of  God.  The  diftrefs  of  a  real  penitent 
fliould  arife  from  the  dilhonor  he  hath  done  to  God.  The 
reproach  he  hath  brought  on  religion,  fhould  wound  him 
more  deeply  than  the  fhame  or  fear  he  hath  brought  upon 
himfelf.  Let  the  fhamefulnefs  of  every  bad  action,  bear 
a  part  in  fhewing  you  its  abominable  nature.  But  I  am 
bold  to  affirm,  that  they  are  ftrangers  to  true  penitence, 
in  whom  a  fenfe  of  fhame  is  liron^er  than  a  fenfe  of  fin. 

This  attachment  to  fecret  fin  admits  of  various  degrees. 
It  is  fometimes  ftronger,  and  fometimes  weaker  ;  fome- 
times  general,  and  fometimes  more  confined.     There  are 
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inftapces  in  which  it  appears  chiefly  by  the  continuance 
«tnd  influence  of  fome  one  darling  luft,  which  the  (inner 
cannot  give  up.  This  holds  its  place  after  others  or  fur- 
rendered  ;  and  though  it  dare  not  appear  openly  in  the 
converfation,  retains  its  dominion  in  the  heart,  and  is  in- 
dulged under  the  covert  of  fecrecy.  The  arguments  ad- 
duced in  its  defence,  the  excufes  offered  for  it  by  the  (in- 
ner to  his  own  mind,  are  very  many ;  but  that  it  is  a  re- 
garding iniquity  in  the  heart,  appears  from  its  being  con- 
cealed. It  would  feek  no  hiding  place,  if  it  were  not  one 
of  the  works  of  darknefs.  _^ 

2.  They  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  entertain 
and  indulge  the  defire  of  fin,  although  in  the  courfe  of  pro- 
vidence, they  may  be  reftrained  from  the  adlual  commiffion 
of  it.  I  am  perfuaded  the  inftances  are  not  rare,  of  men 
feeding  upon  finftil  defires,  even  when  through  want  of 
opportunity,  through  the  fear  of  man,  or  through  fome 
partial  reftraint  of  confcience,  they  dare  not  carry  them  s 
into  execution.  This  will  be  beft  illuftrated  by  particular  - 
examples;  and  therefore,  I  (hall  juft  mention  the  three 
following — impurity,  fenfuality,  and  malice. 

Men  may  indulge  themfelves  in  unchafte  and  lafcivi- 
ous  thoughts ;  they  may  allow  their  imaginations  to  run 
put  upon  fuch  fubje&s,  meditate  and  dwell  upon  them 
*with  delight,  drink  in  with  pleafure  fuch  difcourfes  or  fuch 
writings  as  prefent  them  with  polluted  images,  although 
fhey  are  reftrained  from  the  commiffion  of  grofs  adts  of  un- 
cleannefs.  All  who  voluntarily  indulge  themfelves  in 
fuch  mental  impurity,  who  think  it  enough  to  abftain  from 
the  criminal  aftion,  or  perhaps  maintain  fome  prudent 
referve  and  decency  of  converfation,  but  do  not  make 
confcience  of  watching  over  their  inward  defires;  beypnd 
all  queflion,  they  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart.  For  this 
we  have  the  exprefs  teftimony  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
Matthew  v.  27,  28.  4i  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  ftid  by 
44  them  of  old  time,  Thou  (halt  not  commit  adultery  ;  but 
"  I  fay  unto  you,  that  whofoever  looketh  on  a  woman  to 
41  luft  after  her,  hath  committed  adultery  with  her  already 
'*  in  his  heart."     Again,  x 
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Men  may  habitually  indulge  themfeives  in  fenfuality  of 
heart,  when  they  have  little  or  no  opportunity  of  giving 
the  rein  to  fenfuality  in  pradtice*  They  may  pleafe  them- 
felves  with  the  imagination  or  e>:pe£tation  of  worldly 
greatnefs,  or  worldly  delights.  Such  things  may  be  the 
theme  of  their  meditation,  and  the  objedls  of  their  finful 
affections,  although  they  fhall  never  come  into  their  pof- 
feflion.  Their  fenfuality  of  heart  may  difcover  itfelf  by 
impatient  complaints  of  their  own  ftate,  which  has  not 
given  them  the  means  of  indulgence,  or  by  envious  re- 
pining at  the  outward  profperity  of  others,  who  are  more 
liberally  provided  for,  Nay,  I  would  fay  the  fame  thing 
of  thofe  who  have  the  means  of  gratification,  and  yet  are 
ufually  fobcr,  if  their  reftraint  is  owing  to  no  better  prin- 
ciple than  the  fear  of  iieknefs,  or  the  fear  of  man. 

Once  mpre»  men  may  indulge  themfelves  in  malic? 
againit  others,  although  it  be  chiefly  confined  to  the  fecret 
working  of  their  hearts*  Prudence  or  cowardice  may  hin- 
der men  from  doinix  mifchief,  even  when  they  are  full  of 
inward  malice-  Envy,  that  corroding,  walling  worm* 
chiefly  prevs  upon  the  heart.  Men  may  rejoice  at  the  ca- 
lamities of  ethers,  or  indulge  relentment  offuppofed  in- 
juries, which  is  never  carried  into  efifedt.  All  iuch,  my 
brethren,  regard  iniquity  in  their  heart,  and  are  living  in 
the  wilful  and  deliberate  breach  of  the  law  of  God,  which 
is  pure  and  fpiritual,  and  hath  the  heart  as  its  principal 
objedt.  Matth.  v.  21,  22.  u  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was 
"  laid  by  them  of  old  time,  Thou  fhalt  not  kill  ;  and, 
4i  vvhofoever  fhall  kill,  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment. 
u  But  1  lay  unto  you,  that  vvhofoever  is  angry  with  his 
"  brother  without  a  caufe,  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judg- 
44  ment :  and  vvhofoever  ilnill  fay  to  his  brother,  liaca, 
44  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  counfel  :  but  vvhofoever  fhall 
14  lay,  Thou  fool,   fhall  be  in  danger  of  hell-fire." 

3.  They  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  reflect  upon 
pall  fins  with  delight,  or  without  fincere  humiliation  of 
mind.  Perhaps  our  real  dilpofition,  both  towards  iin  and 
duty,  may  be  as  certainly  di (covered  by  the  ftate  of  our 
minds  after,  as  in  the  time  of  adiion.  The  ftrength  and 
fuddennefs  of  temptation  may  betray  even  a  good  man 
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Into  the  Commiffion  of  fin  ;  the  backwardnefs  of  heart  and 
power  of  inward  corruption,  may.  make  duty  burdenfome, 
and  occafion  manydefe&s  in  the  performance:  but  every 
real  Chriftian  remembers  his  paft  fins  with  unfeigned  con-< 
trition  of  fpirit,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  unworthinefs  before 
God;  and  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  however  difficult  it 
may  have  been  at  the  time,  affords  him  the  utmoft  plea- 
fure,  on  rcflcttion.  It  is  otherwife  with  many  :  they 
can  remember  their  fins  without  forrow,  they  can  fpeak 
of  them  without  fhame,  and  fometimes  even  With  a  mix- 
ture of  boafting  and  vain-glory.  Did  you  never  hear 
them  recall  their  paft  follies,  and  fpeak  of  them  with  fuch 
telifh,  that  it  feems  to  be  more  to  renew  the  pleafure,  than 
to  regret  the  fin.  Even  fuppofing  fuch  perfons  to  have 
forfaken  the  pra&ice  of  fome  fins,  if  they  can  thus  look 
back  upon  them  with  inward  complacency,  their  feeming 
reformation  muft  be  owing  to  a  very  different  caufe  from 
fenovation  of  heart.  How  oppofite  the  fentiments  of  Job, 
who  confiders  his  affli&ions  as  a  vifitation  of  God  for  his 
fins  in  early  life,  Job  xiii.  26,  "  For  thou  write  ft  bitter 
"  things  againft  me,  and  makeft  me  to  poflefs  the  iniqui- 
"  tied  of  my  youth,"  See  alfo  the  prayer  of  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfalm  xxv.  7,  "  Remember  not  the  fins  of  my  youth,  nor 
•4  my  tranfgreflions :  according  to  thy  mercy  remember 
44  thou  me,  for  thy  goodnefs  fake,  O  Lord."  ^ 

4.  They  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  look  upon 
the  fins  of  others  with  approbation,  or  indeed,  who  cart 
behold  them  without  grief.  Sin  is  fo  abominable  a  thing, 
fo  dtfhonoring  to  God,  and  fo  defcru&ive  to  the  fouls  of 
men,  th^t  no  real  Chrillian  can  witnefs  it  without  concern*/ 
Hence  it  is  fo  frequently  taken  notice  of  in  fcripture,  as 
the  charafter  of  a  fefvant  of  God,  that  he  mourns  for  the 
fins  of  others,  Pfal.  cxix.  136,158,  44  Rivers  of  water  run 
M  down  mine  eyes :  becaufe  they  keep  not  thy  law.  I  be- 
"  held  the  tranfgreflbrs,  and  was  grieved  :  becaufe  they 
**  kept  not  thy  word."  See  alfo  the  language  of  the  pro* 
ph'et  Jeremiah,  chap.  xiii.  17.  u  But  if  ye  will  not  hear 
44  it,  my  foul  (hall  weep  in  fecret  places  for  your  pride ; 
44  and  mine  eye  fhali  weep  fore,  and  run  down  with  tears, 
14  becaufe  the  Lord's  flock  is  carried  away  captive/'     z 
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Peter  ih  7,  8,  "And  delivered  juft  Lot,  vexed  with  the 

,l  filthy  converfation  of  the  wicked  :  (for  that  righteous 
*  man  dwelling  among  them,  in  feeing  and  hearing, 
*•  vexed  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day  with  their  tfn- 
u  lawful  deeds)/1  Have  we  then  among  us  any,  my  bre- 
thren, who  can  look  upon  the  fins  of  others  with  compla- 
cency or  approbation^  who  excufe  or  palliate,  who  jufti- 
fy  or  defend  them,  how  different  is  their  temper  from  that 
of  the  fcripture  faints  juft  now  referred  to  ?  Whatever 
outward  regularity  they  may  poffefs  or  pretend  to,  it  is 
plain  they  are  of  the  number  of  thrift*  who  regard  iniquity 
in  the  heart.  To  fome  fins  their  own  nature  may  not 
prompt  them,  from  others,  the  fear  of  man  may  reflrain 
them  ;  but  the  holy  fpirit  furely  never  has  reformed  them. 
It  is  an  infallible  maxim,  that  no  man  can  think  light* 
ly  of  fin  in  others,  who  has  an  unfeigned  hatred  of  it  in 
Wm  Tel  F. 

This  will  hold  with  equal  or  with  greater  firength,  as 
tothofe  who  make  the  fins  of  others  the  fubjedt  of  their 
mirth  and  entertainment  The  wife  man  tells  us,  Prov, 
xiv.  9,  "Fools  make  a  mock  of  fin.**  And  the  obferva- 
tion  will  hold  equally  true,  whether  we  confkler  the  fin 
committed,  or  the  clanger  of  the  firmer.  Is  there  any  thing 
we  fhould  hate  more  than  what  is  fo  offenfive  to  God  ;  of 
which  he  hath  exprefTed  his  deteftation  ?  And  muft  he 
not  regard  iniquity  in  the  heart,  who  can  find  pleafure  in 
what  fiiould  be  viewed  by  every  Chriftian  with  horror  ? 
And  what  name  does  he  deferve,  who  can  make  himfelf 
merry  with  the  everlafting  perdition  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures ?  We  have  the  greateft  rcafon  to  lament  the  pre- 
valence of  fin  amongft  lis,  and  the  boldnefs  of  finners  ; 
and  little  lefs,  to  lament  the  reception  which  both  fin  and* 
finners  meet  with  among  thofe,  of  whom  better  things 
might  have  been  expected. 

5.  In  the  lad  place,  I  fufpett  that  they  regard  fin  in  the 
heart,  who  are  backward  to  bring  themfelves  to  the  trial, 
and  who  arc  not  truly  willing,  that  God  himfelf  would 
fearch  and  try  them.  Sin  often  lurks  iecretly,  and  in  dif- 
guife.  He  is  a  llranger  to  religion,  who  does  not  know 
this  from  experience.      Hear  the  language  of  the  Pfalmilt, 
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JNti*  xiJt.  12;  l\\Vh6  can  underftand  bis  errors  ?  cleanfe 
14  thou  me  froni  fecret  faults.*'  PC  exxxix;  23, 24*  u Search 
44  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart :  try  me,  and  know 
44  my  thoughts,  atid  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in 
44  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting." 

If  any,  therefore,  are  unwilling  to  be  tried,  if  tbey  ate 
backward  to  felf  examination,  it  is  an  evidence  of  a  ftrong 
and  powerful  attachment  to  fin.  It  can  proceed  from  no- 
thing  but  frdm  a  fccret  dread  of  fome  difagreeafoie  difcove- 
ty  of  the  detection  of  fome  lull,  which  they  cannot  con- 
fent  to  forfake.  The  force  of  conference  is  foch,  that 
fome  deception  is  neceflary  to  keep  the  finner  in  peace 
with  himfelf.  Too  much  light  would  either  debar  him 
from  his  delights,  or  poifon  the  enjoyment  of  them.  This 
is  ftrongly  defcribed  by  our  Saviour,  John  iii.  20.  "Far 
14  every  one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh 
*  td  the  light,  left  his  deeds  fliould  be  reproved." 

We  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
Was  to  Ihow  what  is  to  be  underltood  by  God's  not  hearing; 
thofe  who  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts.  This  exprei- 
fion  of  God's  not  hearing  them,  may  be  confidered  very 
generally,  as  fignifying  that  they  are  not,  nor  while  they 
continue  in  that  temper  can  be,  the  objetts  of  his  favor ; 
he  will  not  remember  them  with  the  love  which  he  beareth 
to  his  chofen.  But  as  the  expreffion  is  ufed  in  fome  par- 
ticular  and  diftinft  fignifications  in  fcripture,  which  will 
merit  our  attention,  I  (hall  briefly  mention  the  chief  of 
them,  which  feem  to  be  the  four  following. 

1*  He  will  not  hear  them  when  they  cry  to  him  for  de- 
liverance from  afflidtion.  I  take  this  to  be  at  lead  one/' 
thing,  if  not  the  main  thing,  intended  by  the  Pfalmift  in 
the  paflfage  where  the  text  lies.  After  giving  praife  to 
God  for  a  fignal  deliverance,  he  draws  this  comfortable 
conclufion  from  it,  "  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the 
44  Lord  will  not  hear  me;  but  verily  God  hath  heard  me  : 
44  he  hath  attended  to  the  voice  of  my  prayer."  It  is  one 
41  of  the  charafters,  as  well  as  one  of  the  privileges  of  the 
children  of  God,  that  they  fly  to  him  as  their  refuge  in 
{liftrefs;  and  he  hath  given  his  gracious  promife,  that  be 
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will  hear  them  in  taercy,  Pf.  xci,  15.  **  He  fhall  call  updn 
*'  me,  and  I  will  anfwer  him:  I  will  be  with  him  in  trot*. 
u  ble,  I  will  deliver  him,  and  honor  him/*  Pfatm  I.  15. 
*f  And  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble  ;  I  will  deliver 
"  thee,  and  thou  (halt  glorify  me."  But  thofe  who  regard 
iniquity  in  their  hearts,  have  no  reafon  to  expeft  that  God 
will  hear  them  in  this  fenfe.  They  are  liable  to  the  cala- 
mities of  human  life;  they  are  liable  to  the  llrokcs  of 
GckTs  righteous  Providence  :  but  they  have  no  title  to  go 
to  bim  for  relief.  Every  affhflion  carries  in  it  the  feverity 
of  a  judge,  without  any  mixture  of  the  mercy  of  a  father. 
It  is  true,  that  wicked  men  do  fometimes  cry  to  God  in 
diftrefs,  but  not  in  the  fpirit  of  his  children;  and  as  we 
learn  from  this  pafiage>  their  prayers  do  not  find  accep- 
tance with  him. 
-^  There  are  three  different  objefts  of  defire  to  a  good  man, 
while  in  affliftion :  the  divine  prefence  to  fupport  him 
under  it;  the  fanftified  ufe  of  it,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  fpiritual  life;  and  in  due  time,  com  pleat  deliverance 
from  it*  The  two  firft,  he  that  regards  iniquity  in  his 
heart,  will  hardly  afk  ;  and  the  la  ft  he  fhall  not  be  able  to 
obtain.  The  prayer  of  one  unacquainted  with  God,  is 
little  belter  than  the  howling  of  del  pair  and  terror,  without 
any  mixture  of  filial  confidence.  Hofea,  vii.  14.  u  And 
44  they  have  not  cried  unto  me  with  their  heart,  when  they 
41  howled  upon  their  beds."  As  to  the  fandtified  ufe  of 
their  fufferings,  they  neither  afk  nor  receive  it ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  commonly  made  worfe  by  their  llifler- 
ings,  as  earthen  veflels  are  but  hardened  in  the  fire.  And 
as  to  deliverance  from ■  fuffering,  they  fhall  never  obtain 
more  than  perhaps  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  outward 
flrokes,  till  they  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  and 
be  ripe  for  final  deitrudlion. 

I  cannot  help,  juft  hinting  in  this  place,  that  when  God 
Vifits  his  children's  faults  with  rods,  and  their  fins  with 
chaftifements,  till  they  forfake  their  fins  by  true  repen- 
tance, he  will  not  hear  them.  If  they  have  departed  from 
the  paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  if  they  have  taken  of 
the  accurfed  thing  between  him  and  them,  there  cannot 
be  peace,  Ifaiah  lix.  1.  "Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not 
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m  fhortened,  that  it  cannot  fave ;  neither  his  ear  heavy) 
44  that  it  cannot  hear."  The  very  intention  of  afflittion 
to  the  children  of  God,  istofeparate  them  from  fin,  and 
it  muft  continue  till  it  produces  its  effett.  What  he  fay$ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  in  general,  is  but  an  em* 
blem  of  the  manner  in  which  he  will  treat  every  particular 
perfen  of  the  true  Ifrael,  Ifaiah  i.  25.  "  And  I  will  turn 
"  my  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs; 
a  and  take  away  all  thy  tin  :*• 

a.  He  will  not  hear  them,  when  they  intercede  for 
others.  It  is  in  this  fenfe,  that  the  word  is  ufed  in  the 
gofpel  according  to  John  ix.  31.  "Now,  we  know  that 
w  God  heareth  not  finners :  but  if  any  man  be  a  worlhip- 
"  per  of  God,  and  doth  his  will,  him  he  heareth."  We 
are  exprefisly  taught  by  the  apoftle  James,  that  it  is  the 
prayer  of  faith,  and  the  prayer  of  the  righteous  that  hath 
power  with  God,  James  v.  15,  16.  u  And  the  prayer  of 
"  faith  (hall  fave  the  fick,  and  the  Lord  (hall  raife  him  up ; 
"  and  if  he  have  committed  fins,  they  (hall  be  forgiven 
"  him.  Confefs  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one 
4*  for  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  effeftual  fer- 
"  vent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much."  I  am 
fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  this  will  feem  of  very  little 
moment  to  many,  or  probably  to  the  greateft  part  of  thofe, 
who  regard  iniauity  in  their  hearts.  Not  much  accuftom- 
ed  to  the  exercife  of  prayer  for  themfelves,  it  will  make 
but  a  light  impreflion  on  them,  to  be  told  that  they  will 
not  be  heard  in  their  interceflion  for  others.  The  truth 
is,  many,  if  they  would  attend  to  it,  carry  their  own  con- 
demnation in  themfelves,  from  this  very  circumftance. 
Gonfcious  that  they  have  little  intereft  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  they  feldom  think  of  employing  it  at  all.  But 
confidering  that  there  is  fcarcely  any  perfon  wholly  unre- 
lated to  others,  and  that  many  have  occafion,  from  time 
to  time,  to  fee  thofe  to  whom  they  are  united  by  the  moft 
tender  ties,  lying  under  the  preffure  of  affliction,  it  ought 
to  cover  them  with  confufion,  that  they  know  not  what  it 
is  to  look  to  God,  as  the  hearer  of  prayer,  and  to  lend  that 
help,  which  they  may  (hortly  require.  When  we  fee  one 
member  qf  a  family  lying  under  the  rod)  and  a  profane 
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hutbaad  or  wife,  parent  or  child,  Handing  by  in  hopclefs 

dillrefs,  and  prayertefe  tears,  it  is  hard  to  fay  which  of  the 
two  is  the  greater  objeft  of  companion* 

And  what  an  incitement  iliould  it  be  to  ihofe*  who  are 
often  called  to  the  duty  of  intcrceffion,  either  from  their 
office  or  their  chara&er,  to  walk  circunifpe£Uy,  that  they 
H>ay  not  niar  their  confidence  in  God.  Let  them  guard 
with  double  diligence  agajnil  any  thing  that  is  provoking 
to  God.  Let  them  II  rive  to  keep  clear  their  interest  in  his 
"favor,  left  they  fliould  at  once  wound  their  peace  and 
deftroy  their  ufefulnels;  for  if  they  regard  iniquity  in  their 
heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  them. 

3»  He  will  not  hear  diem  when  they  draw  near  to  him 
in  worfliip.  This  alfo,  is  often  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 
preflion  infcripture,  Ifaiah  i.  14, 15,  i%  Your  new  moons, 
"  and  your  appointed  feafts  my  foul  hateth  :  they  are  a 
"  trouble  unto  me;  I  am  weary  to  bear  ihem.  And  when 
"  ye  fpread  forth  your  hands,  1  will  hide  mine  eyes  from 
4^  you;  yea,  when  ye  make  many  prayers  I  will  not  hear  ; 
"  your  hands  are  lull  of  blood,"  There  are  many  other 
paflages  to  the  fame  purpofe,  particularly  that  of  Solomon, 
Pro  v.  xv.  8.  u  The  fdcriiice  o(  the  wicked  is  an  abomina- 
44  tion  to  the  Lord :  but  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  hi$ 
"  delight.'*  The  Plalmift  was  lb  fenfible  of  this,  that  he 
fays,  Pfalm  y.  4,  5,  6,  7.  u  For  thou  art  not  a  God  that 
cc  hath  pleafure  in  wickednefs;  neither  fliall  evil  dwell 
44  with  thee.  The  fooliih  fliall  not  ftand  in  thy  fight:  thou 
44  hateft  all  workers  of  iniquity.  Thou  (halt  deftroy  them 
41  that  fpeak  leafing :  the  Lord  will  abhor  the  bloody  and 
"  deceitful  man.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy 
44  houfe  in  the  multitude  of  thy  mercy ;  and  in  thy  fear 
44  will  I  worfliip  toward  thy  holy  temple." 

This  ought  to  make  a  deep  and  ferious  impreffion  on 
your  minds.  There  are  but  too  many  who,  though  they 
live  in  the  pra&ice  of  fin  and  regard  iniquity  in  their 
hearts,  do  yet  continue  their  outward  attendance  on  the 
ordinances  of  divine  infiitution,  and  at  flatcd  times  lay 
hold  of  the  fcals  of  God's  covenant.  Shall  they  find  any 
acceptance  with  him  ?  No.  He  counts  it  a  profane 
mockery;  he  ccunts'it  a  facrilegious  ufurpalion,  Pfalm  1. 
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16, 17;  "But  unto  the  wicked  God  faith,  What  haft  thou 
".  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutes,  or  that  thou  fhouldft  t*ke 
44  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ?  Seeing  thou  hateft  m- 
u  ftru&ion,  and  cafteft  my  words  behind  thee."  Shall 
they  have  any  comfort  in  it  ?  No,  unlefs  in  fo  far  as  in 
righteous  judgment  he  fuffers  them  to  be  deceived,  and 
they  are  deceived,  and  mod  unhappy  they,  who  lie  long- 
eft  under  the  delufion,  Pfalm  1.  21.  "Thefe  things  haft 
V  thou  done,  and  I  kept  filence:  thou  though tefl  that  I, 
f4  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf;  but  I  will  reprove 
J4  thee,  and  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes."  Shall 
they  have  any  benefit  by  it  ?  No,  inflead  of  appealing 
his  wrath,  it  provokes  his  vengeance.  Inflead  of  enlight- 
ening their  minds,  it  blinds  their  eyes.  Inflead  of  fanc- 
tifying  their  nature,  it  hardens  their  hearts.  See  a  de» 
fcription  pf  thofe  who  had  been  long  favored  with  outward- 
privileges,  and  gloried  in  them,  John  xii.  39, 40,  CiThere- 
•4  fore  they  could  not  believe,  becaufe  that  Efaias  faid 
44  again,  He  hath  blinded  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their 
44  heart ;  that  they  fliould  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  un- 
44  derflancl  with  their  heart,  and  be  converted,  and  I  fliould 
44  heal  them.V  So  that  nothing  is  more  effential  to  an 
acceptable  approach  to  God,  in  the  duties  of  his  worfhip 
in  general,  and  particularly  to  receiving  the  feals  of  his 
covenant,  than  a  thorough  and  univerfal  feparation  from 
all  known  fin,  Job  xi.  13,  14.  a  If  thou  prepare  thine 
44  heart,  and  ftretch  out  thine  hands  towards  him ;  if  mi- 
44  quity  be  in  thine  hand,  put  it  far  away,  and  let  not 
44  wickednefs  dwell  in  thy  tabernacles."  y 

4.  He  will  not  hear  them  when  they  cry  for  mercy  at 
kft.  Sooner  or  later  the  Tinner's  eyes  (hall  be  opened. 
Sooner  or  later  he  ihall  be  convinced  pf  the  folly  of  his 
miferable  choice.  Many  of  thofe  who  regard  iniquity  in  <■- 
their  hearts,  fleep  in  fecurity,  and  flatter  themfelves  with 
miflaken  hopes;  but,  Gal.  yi.  7,  "Be  not  deceived:  God 
J4  is  not  mocked ;  for  whatsoever  a  man  foweth,  that  ihall 
44  he  alfo  reap.**  From  the  account  given  by  our  Saviour, 
it  would  appear  that  the  final  fentence  (hall,  in  many  in* 
fiances,  be  matter  of  furprife  as  well  as  terror  to  the  fin- 
ncr,  Matt.  vii.  22, 23,  t*  Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  day% 
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**  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and 
11  in  thy  name  have  caft  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name 
■  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profefs 
**  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you:  depart  from  me,  ye  that 
**  work  iniquity."  Nay,  perhaps  we  may  fay  that  to 
fomcT  the  day  of' God's  mercy  may  be  over  before  the 
clofe  of  life;  and  they  may  find  no  place  for  repentance, 
though  they  may  (eek  it  carefully,  and  with  tears.  Not 
but  that  wherever  there  is  true  penitence,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  forgivenefs  will  be  the  effeft;  but  we  may 
juflly  fuppofe  that  there  may  be  a  defpairing  cry  for  mercy, 
from  the  apprehenfions  of  impending  judgment,  without 
any  thorough  conviction  of  fin.  The  reception  that  fuch 
will  meet  with,  and  the  reafon  upon  which  it  is  founded, 
is  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  language,  Prov«  i.  24,  25, 
a6,  27,  28,  *4  Becaufe  I  have  caliedt  and  ye  refufed;  I 
11  have  ft  retched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded  { 
**  but  ye  have  let  at  nought  all  my  counfel,  and  would 
•*  none  of  my  reproof:  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity; 
**  !  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh:  when  your  fear 
**  cometh  asdefolation,  and  your  deltruCtion  cometh  as  a 
"  whirlwind ;  when  diftrefs  and  anguifh  cometh  upon 
•'you:  then  fliall  they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  an- 
u  fwer ;  they  fliall  feek  me  early,  but  they  (hall  not  find 


I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  practical  improvement 
of  this  fubjeCt  for  your  inftru&ion  and  dire&ion.  And, 
1.  Suffer  me  to  (peak  a  little  to  thofe  who  live  in  the  open 
habitual  practice  of  grofs  fin.  It  grieves  me  to  think, 
my  brethren,  that  any  fuch  fhould  be  found  or  fup poled 
in  this  worshipping  affembly.  It  diftreffes  me  ftill  more, 
to  think  that  any  fuch  fhould  have  the  prefumption  to  afk, 
or  the  art  to  obtain  permiflion,  and  the  dreadful  hardinefs 
to  fit  down  at  the  Lord's  table.  I  fliall  defcribe  you  not 
by  your  names,  which  are  known  to  men,  but  your  cha- 
racters and  hearts,  which  are  open  before  God.  Swear- 
ers and  profaners  of  Jehovah's  name,  defpifers  of  his  Sab- 
baths, fcorners  of  facred  things,  negleCters  of  prayer,  fons 
of  violence,  midnight  rioters,  beaftly  drunkards,  unclean 
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fornicators*  takers  and  holders  of  unjuft  gain,  liars  and 
flanderers,  hard-hearted  oppreflbrs,  and.  whofoever  liveth 
under  the  dominion  of  known  fin.  Is  the  nature  of  God 
fo  holy,  is  his  law  fo  fpiritual,  is  his  judgment  fo  fcvere, 
that  thofe  who  but  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts,  IhaH 
inevitably  perifh ;  then  how  fhall  you  efcape  the  damna- 
tion of  hell  ?  Is  memory  fo  unfaithful,  as  not  now  to 
bring  your  fins  to  remembrance  ?  Is  conference  fo  fear- 
ed as  not  to  charge  you  with  the  guilt  ?  Can  you  doubt 
the  being,  do  you  not  feel  the  prefence,  do  you  not  fear 
the  judgment  of  God  ?  "  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  in* 
"  to  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God ;  for  Tophtt 
"  is  ordained  of  old,"  &c« 

Oh,  that  it  would  pleafe  God,  by  his  omnipotent  grace, 
to  reach  your  hearts,  to  {hake  your  confidence,  to  humble 
you  to  the  dud.  I  call  God  to  record,  that  you  have  re* 
eeived  warning.  I  know  that  you  may  defpife  it ;  I  am 
afraid  that  many  will  do  fo.  Away  to  your  cups,  away  to 
the  blefled  ftage,  that  dear  friend  to  virtue ;  away  to  your 
merry,  focial  life,  drink  confufion  to  your  preachers,  and 
pour  forth  every  term  of  reproach  that  your  little  wit  can 
fugged,  againfl  thefe  poor  pri eft  ridden  creatures,  who  are 
afraid  of  their  minifler's  reproof.  Alas,  alas  !  when  the 
king  of  terrors,  on  his  pale  horfe,  fhall  make  his  approach, 
you  will  be  of  another  mind,  unlefs  perhaps,  as  it  often 
happens,  you  meet  with  a  fudden  call,  an  immediate 
tranflation  from  the  fire  of  luft  to  the  fire  of  hell. 

2.  Let  me  intreat  you,  my  dear  brethren,  from  what  has 
been  faid,  to  fearch  and  try  yourfelves,  whether  you  regard 
iniquity  in  your  hearts,  or  not.  This  is  the  rather  necef- 
fary,  as  you  have  in  view  an  immediate  and  folemn  ap- 
peal to  God,  that  you  are  fincere  in  his  covenant.  Does. 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  poffefs  you  in  fecret,  as.well  as  in  pub- 
lie  ?  Are  you  willing  that  it  fhould  be  fo  ?  Is  it  your  daily 
ftudy,  and  is  it  the  fubjedt  of  your  daily  prayer,  to  have 
a  deeper  and  more  lively  impreffion  of  his  prefence  upon 
your  fpirits  ?  Is  it  truly  matter  of  comfort  to  you,  when 
you  are  delivered  from  the  fear  of  human  cenfure,  or  de- 
lire  of  human  approbation  ?  Have  you  ever  got  above 
both  in  your  experience,  and  do  you  not  wifli  to  maintain 


<J3fi  ¥&e  Petitions  of  tbi* 


the  fuperio'rity  ?  If  it  Is  fo,  happy,  happy  arc  you  indeed  ; 
and  may  the  Lord  him  (elf  lift  up  his  countenance  upon 
you,  and  give  you  peace* 

Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  moitfn  over  fecret  fins,  the 

Vantty  of  your  minds,  the  worldlinefs  of  your  affections  ? 
And  do  you  truly  make  continence  of  keeping  the  heart 
with  all  diligence,  becaufe  out  of  it  are  the  iffues  of  life  ? 
I  will  not  afk  becaufe  I  know  you  cannot  deny,  that  you 
have  had  many  finful  thoughts,  in  breach  of  every  com- 
mand of  God.  But  are  they  approved,  or  abhorred  ?  are 
they  fubmiued  to,  or  refifted?  are  they  now  recolIe£ted 
with  pleafure,  with  indifference,  fir  with  flume  ? 

What  are  your  thoughts  with  regard  to  the  fins  of  others  ? 
Have  you  ever  grieved  for  them  in  truth  ?  Do  not  think 
that  I  am  leading  you  to  often  tat  ran,  I  do  not  a(k  you 
Whether  you  have  openly  te  (lifted  again  (I  them,  or  honeft- 
!y  reproved  them  ;  becaufe,  though  thefe  are  both  impor- 
tant and  binding  duties,  they  maybe  more  eafily  coun- 
terfeited ;  and  I  am  not  now  preffing  you  to  the  difcharge 
of  your  duty  to  others,  but  trying  your  fincerity  before 
God.  Have  von  therefore,  mourned  in  fecret  for  the  fins 
of  others  ?  have  they  ever  brought  you  to  your  knees  ? 
have  they  added  fervor  to  your  prayers  ?  If  it  be  fo,  I  can- 
not think  that  you  regard  iniquity  in  your  own  hearts. 
This  is  no  Pharifaical  hypocrily.  It  is  known  only  to 
God.  The  profane  cannot  curfe  you  for  it,  becaufe  they 
do  not  hear  it:  and  if  they  were  told  it,  it  is  probable  they 
Would  not  believe  it. 

But  methinks  I  hear  fome  ferious  perfon  fay,  I  have  at* 
tended  to  the  interrogatories ;  and  though  I  would  fain 
hope  I  know  lbmething  of  a  fenfe  of  duty  in  all,  yet,  oh  ! 
how  miferably  defective  have  I  been  ?  Nothing  like  that 
deep  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of  God,  that  humiliation  offpi- 
rit  for  fin,  that  concern  for  the  divine  glory,  that  I  ought 
to  have  had,  that  1  have  fometimes  felt  for  a  ieafon,  and 
that  I  wilhed  to  preferve. 

Therefore,  my  brethren,  I  would  once  more  afk  you, 
can  you  now  fincerely  pray  that  God  would  fearch  and 
try  your  ways,  difcover  every  fecret  fin,  convince  you  of 
it,  humble  you  for  it,  and  deliver  you  from  it  ?  Is  there  no 
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i-cfervev  no  exception  whatever,  nothing  that  you  are  will- 
ing  to  cover,  that  you  are  backward  to  examine,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  excufe  ?  Is  there  no  doubtful  pra&ice,  but  what 
you  are  willing  to  think  of  deliberately,  to  examine  impar- 
tially, and  if  it  either  appears  to  be  finful,  or  but  remain- 
5th  doubtful,  to  iurrender  freely  /  If  you  can  fay  there  is 
-not,  then  after  having  pleaded  your  divorce  frpm  every 
no,  I  have  only  further  to  rob  you  of  every  duty  too,,  and 
leave  you  nothing  whereof  to  glory  ;  to  call  you  to  re.  * 
flounce  all  felf-righteoufnefs  and  felf-dependence,.  and 
make  you  to  fay,  a  Not  I,  Tbut  the  grace  of  God  that  was 
*'  with  me:  furely,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 
"  ftrength." 

3.  I  (hall  only  now  (hut  up  this  difcourfe  with  giving 
you  a  very  few  directions  for  your  future  prefervation. 

1.  Guard  againft  the  fin  or  fins  that  you  may  be  moil  li- 
ible  to,  from  your  natural  temper  and  conftitution,  which 
Jnay  be  faid  to  be  your  own  iniquity,  and  the  fin  that  mod 
fcafily  befets  you.  It  is  lamentable  to  think  what  difgracev  ' 
ful  blemifhes  are  fometimes  to  be  feen  in  the  condudi  of 
the  ferv^nts  of  God.  I  knotf  this  iS  permitted  in  Provi- 
dence, and  cannot  be  wholly  prevented.  But  no  watch- 
ful Chriltian  will  fit  ftill  eafily  under  it.  Iffuchafin 
gives  him  no  reft,  he  fhould  give  it  no  qtiarter.  Some; 
very  bad  things  are  fometimes  borne  with,  under  the  noti- 
on of  unavoidable  infirmities.  Yet  they  are  to  the  preju* 
dice  of  your  own  peace;  they  ate  a  reproach  to  your  prb- 
feffion,  and  a  difnoncrur  to  your  matter.  If  you  cannot 
tvholly  deftroy,  I  befeech  you,  wound  and  weaken  them; 
If  there  is  no  probability  that  they  will  die  wholly,  but 
Vith  the  body,  let  it  be  feen  that  they  are  daily  lofing 
ilrength,  and  dying  gradually. 

2.  Seta  particular  guard  upon  thofe  fins  that  you  may 
fee  oppofed  to,  in  your  ordinary  calling :  in  that  way^ 
ivhere  you  go  nioft  frequently,  the  tempter  knows  he  can 
mod  eafily  find  you,  and  he  will  certainly  be  there  to  meet 
you.  Befides  intefeft  often  pleads  fo  ftrongly  in  behalf^ 
fcf  fome  fins  of  this  kind,  and  they  are  fd  much  juflified  by 
exan  pie,  that  fe\V  can  withftafid  the  temptation.  But 
confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  no  honor,  profit,  or  conve- 
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nicnee,  can  poffibly  counterbalance  the  lofs  of  God's  fa. 
vor  I  What  a  referable  excellency  is  it  indeed,  to  add  a 
little  to  our  earthly  ftore  at  the  expence  of  his  difpleafurc, 
while  we  aurfelves  are  in  his  hand,  and  all  that  we  have 
is  in  the  moft  abfolute  manner  at  his  difpofal. 

In  the  laft  place,  if  you  defire  to  be  preferred  from  the 
dominion  of  fin,  feat  yourfelves  often  in  the  prefence  of 
God.  He  feeth  in  fecret,  his  eyes  do  fefc,  his  eye  lids  try 
the  children  of  men.  AJk  of  him,  therefore,  that  he  may 
not  fuffer  you  to  deceive  yourfelves,  but  lead  you  in  the 
paths  of  righteoufnefs  for  his  name's  fake. 
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T«*  ABSOLUTE  NECESSITY  or  SALVATION  tb*ooo« 
CHRIST. 


SERMON  37. 


Preached  before  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chrifc 
tian  Knowledge,  in  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh,  on 
Monday,  January  2,  1758. 


ACTS,  iv.  12. 

Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other :  for  there  is  none  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved, 

IT  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  fubjeft,  at  once  mors 
important  in  itfelf,  more  feafonable  in  this  age,  and 
more  fuited  to  the  defign  of  the  prefent  meeting,  than  the  ■ 
abfolute  neceffity  of  falvation  through  Christ.  We  live*; 
in  an  age  in  which  (as  is  often  complained)  infidelity 
greatly  prevails ;  but  yet  in  which  the  caufe  of  truth  hath 
much  lefs  to  fear  from  the  aflaults  of  its  open  enemies, 
than  from  the  treachery  of  its  pretended  advocates.  The 
lateft  infidel  writers  have  carried  their  own  fcheme  to 
fuch  perfe&ion  or  extravagance,  that  it  rauft  difcredit  the 
caufe  in  the  eye  of  every  fober  judge.*     And  indeed  the 

•  See  David  Hume's  writings  on  morals  throughout ;  where," 
befides  leaving  out  entirely  our  duty  to  God,  which  he  hath  in 
common  with  many  other  late  writers,  he  exprefsly  founds 
juftice  upon  power  and  conveniency,  derides  chaftity,  and' 
turns  many  of  the  mod  important  virtues  into  vices.  See  alio 
£  flays  on  the  principles  of  morality  and  natural  religion  ;  the 
tuthojr  of  which,  at  one  decifiv?  blow,  takes  away  all  fin^  by 
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gofpel  can  fcarcely  receive  a  greater  injury,  than  whcij 
any  profe  fling  attachment  to  it,  condefcend  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  fuch  abfurdities,  or  give  ground  of  fufpicion  that 
they  Hand  in  need  of  a  ferious  refutation. 
^T  |}ut  there  is  another  quarter  from  which  we  have  muph 
greater  reafon  to  apprehend  danger,  viz.  that  clafs  of  men  > 
who,  being  nominal  ChriiVians,  difguife  or  alter  the  gof- 
pel, in  order  to  defend  it.  Thefc  often  endeavor  to  give 
luch  views  of  Gtjriftianity,  as  will  render  it  palatable  to  a 
corrupt  worldly  mind;  and  inftead  of  abating,  will  footh 
and  gratify  the  pride  of  man.     Hence  the  unnatural  mix* 

I  lure  often  to  be  icen  of  modern  philofophy  with  ancient 
Ghrifthnity.  Hence  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
gofpel  are  foftened,  concealed,  or  denied;  as,  the  loft  and 
guilty  tfate  of  man  by  nature^  his  liableneis  to  everlafting 
niifery,  and  die  neceflky  of  that  fatisfaftion  and  ranforo 
which  was  paid  by  our  Redeemer  when  he  died  upon  the 
crefs.  Jnftead  of  thefe,  are  we  not  many  times  prefented 
\vith  a  character  of  Chrift  as  a  teacher  only,  and  not  a  S^ 
viour;  as  one  excellently  qualified  to  reform  the  abufes 
that  had  fome  how  or  other  crept  into  the  world,  but  the 
real  iource  of  which  is  hardly  confefled,  and  never  wil- 
lingly brought  into  view  ?  Is  not  our  biefled  Redeemer 
thereby  put  on  a  level,  and  exprefsly  clalfed  with  mortal 
reformers  ?  Perhaps  indeed,  a  fmall  compliment  of  fupe- 
riority  is  paid  him;  which,  however,  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpeft  arifes  more  from  a  prudent  compliance  with  efta- 
blifhed  faith,  than  from  any  inward  and  cordial  efteerm 
-  What  could  be  reafonably  expedled  as  the  efleft  of  fuch 

condud?  No  other  than  we  find  by  experience  hath  actu- 
ally taken  place,  that  a  caufe  fo  ill  defended  mud  daily  lofe 
ground.  The  nearer  Chriftianity  is  brought  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  infidels  to  folicit  their  efteem,  the  lefs  occafion 
will  they  fee  for  it  at  all ;  and  when  it  is  perverted  from 

founding  virtue  on  a  delufive  feeling.  Thefe  writings  are  far 
from  being  hurtful  in  proportion  to  the  intention  of  their  au- 
thors :  for  though  the  principles  contained  in  them  are  often 
retailed  in  conv-ji  f.ition,  yet  it  is  only  by  way  of  amuMment, 
on  account  of  their  boldnefs  or  novelty,  not  one  in  an  hundred 
appearing  to  have  any  ferious  conviction  of  their  truth. ' 
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itt  original  pofpofe,  it  can  expeft  no  countenance1  from 
its  real  author.  The  truth  is,  if  there  be  no  more  in  the 
gofpet  than  many  by  their  language  and  writings  wotild 
lead  us  to  conceive,  it  isof  fmall  confequence  whether  it 
be  embraced  or  not ;  and  there  can  be  little  merit  in  a 
fociety  who  have  this  as  the  defign  of  their  union,  to  fpttad 
and  propagate  Chriftian  knowledge.  But  very  different 
are  the  fentiments  exprefled  by  the  apoftle  Peter  in  the 
text;  where,  fpeaking  of  JefusChrift  of  Nazareth,  he  fays, 
**  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other :  for  there  is 
11  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
**  whereby  we  mud  be  faved." 

I  am  fenfible,  there  are  fome  of  the  very  perfons  hinted 
at  above,  who  endeavor  to  explain  away  this  text,  and  give 
it  a  very  different  meaning  from  that  in  which  you  will 
eafily  perceive  I  underfland  it.  They  make  falvation  to 
refer  to  the  cure  recorded  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
wrought  upon  the  lame  man !  as  if  the  apoftle  had  faid, 
u  Neither  is  there  a  power  of  healing  in  any  other,"  8cc. 
This  is  but  one  inftance  among  many  of  the  force  and  con- 
ftraint  they  put  upon  Scripture,  in  order  to  accommodate 
it  to  their  own  fentiments,  I  fhall  not  watte  your  time  by 
a  tedious  refutation  of  this  criticifm,  as  the  fenfe  I  affix  to 
the  words  will  be  fufficiently  fupported  by  what  fhall  fol- 
low on  the  fubjedt.  They  appear  to  me  plainly  to  affirm, 
that  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  finners  of  mankind 
can  efcape  everlafling  mifery,  but  through  Chrift. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubjedt,  I  propofe,  through  di- 
vine afliftance, 

I.  After  a  little  illuftrating  the  meaning  of  the  aflertion, 
to  eftablifli  and  confirm  its  truth  from  the  word  of  God. 

II.  To  make  a  few  reflections  on  this  fcheme,  and  fhewf 
that  it  is  not  only  mod  felf-confiftent,  but  mofl  agreeable 
to  the  other  parts  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  to  the  vifible 
ftate  of  the  world ;  and  therefore  that  thofe  who,  in  tea-. 
foning  with  infidels,  depart  from  it  in  any  meafure,  do 
thereby  betray  the  caufe  which  they  profefs  to  fupport. 

HI.  I  fhall  make  fome  prattical  improvement  of  what 
ipay  be  faid. 


I  return  to  the  Erfl  of  thefe.  < 

And  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  aJTertion,  the  word  faving 
Of  falvation  evidently  fuppofes  a  Rate  of  mifery  from  which 
>ur  deliverance  muft  be  wrought;  and  therefore  no  more 
than  the  full  meaning  of  the  palfage  is  expreffcd  in  what 
follows,  That  all  the  pofterity  of  Adam  are  conceived  in 
fin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity  ;  alienated  in  heart 
from  the  love  of  God,  and  expofed  to  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  hisdlfpleafure-  That  they  have  not  only  accefs 
to  fa)  vat  ion  through  Chrifl,  but  that  in  this  work  he  hath 
no  rival;  it  is  his,  exclufive  of  all  others:  fo  that  no 
man,  whatever  be  his  character,  or  whatever  be  his  hope, 
fhall  enter  into  reft,  unlefs  he  be  reconciled  to  God  through 
"efus  Chrifl, 

Now*  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  Hate  of  guilt 
and  condemnation,  is  evident  from  the  whole  ftrain  of 
the  holy  Scriptures.  This  originally  conftituted  the  ne- 
celHty  of  a  Saviour,  and  alone  ill  u'i  rates  the  love  and  mer- 
cy of  God  in  the  appearance  of  his  Son  in  our  nature. — 
Unlefs  this  is  iuppofed,  the  whole  difpcniations  of  the 
grace  of  God,  both  in  the  Old  Teflament  and  in  the  Newt 
lofe  their  beauty,  and  lofe  their  meaning;  nay,  and  would 
be  juftly  efteemed  foolifhnefs,  as  they  are  in  fatt  by  all 
who  fee  not  this  foundation  upon  which  they  are  built.  As 
pur  firft  parent?,  and  the  earth  for  their  fakes,  were  laid 
tinder  a  curfe  immediately  after  the  original  tranfgreflion  ; 
fo  the  efFed^sof  this  apoliacy  on  their  pofterity  are  amply 
declared  in  Scripture.  We  have  this  repeated  teftimony 
from  God  himfdf  concerning  the  old  world,  "  And  God 
"  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth, 
"  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
4t  was  only  evil  continually.''*  And  again,  u  And  the 
"  Lord  faid  in  hi?  heart,  1  will  not  again  curfe  the  ground 
44  any  more  for  man's  fake;  for  the  imagination  of  man's 
41  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth.'*! 

The  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation  al- 

fo,  together  with  the  whole  hiftory  of  Providence  contain* 

ed  in  the  Old  Teftament,  fuppofe  the  guilt  and  impurity 

of  our  nature.     But  the  gofpel,  as  it  is  in  all  refpeftp  3 

*  Gen.  vi.  5.         t  Gen,  viii.  21. 
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clearer  difpenfation  than  the  former,  fo  it  is  mod  full  and 
exprefs  upon  this  fiibje£t.  Inftead  of  enumerating  many 
paflages,  we  may  confult  the  epiftle  of  the  apoftle  Paul  to 
the  Romans,  where  there  is  a  diftintt  and  labored  illus- 
tration of  the  guilt  and  apoftacy  of  all  mankind  ;  towards 
the  conclufion  of  which  he  thus  exprefies  himfelf:  "Fot 
u  we  have  before  proved  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  that  they 
••  are  all  under  fin;  as  it  is  written,  There  is  none  rightc* 
M  ous,  no  not  one:  there  is  none  that  underftandetb,  there 
M  is  none  that  feeketh  alter  God.  They  are  all  gone  out  of 
44  the  way,  they  are  together  become  unprofitable ;  there 
•*  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one."*  And  a  little  after, 
Ul  That  every  mouth  may  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world 
w  may  become  guilty  before  God"f  To  this  I  fhall  only 
add  one  paffage  from  the  fame  apoftle :  "  Among  whom 
M  alfo  we  had  our  converfation  in  times  pad,  in  the  luftsof 
u  our  flefli,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the 
•*  mind ;  and  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  even  as 
"  others.";}; 

That  the  fame  Scriptures  point  out  to  us  one  only  re- 
medy for  this  our  mifery,  is  equally  evident.  Chrift  Je- 
fus  was  pro  mi  fed  to  our  firlt  parents  under  the  defignatioa 
of  the  feed  of  the  woman,  who  ftiould  bruife  the  head  of 
the  ferpent.  He  is  afterwards  promifed  to  Abraham  a* 
his  feed,  in  whom  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  fhould  be 
blefled;  to  Jacob  as  Shiloh,  to  whom  the  gathering  of  the 
people  ftiould  be.  He  is  pointed  out  by  Mefes  as  the  great 
prophet  that  ftiould  come  into  the  world.  And  unlefs  we. 
fuppofe  a  typical  reference  to  Chrift  in  the  legal  wafhings, 
facrifices,  and  other  fervices,  they  will  appear  altogether 
unworthy  of  God,  and  altogether  inefficient  for  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  ufed.  This  indeed  is  affirmed 
by  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  M  For  it  is  not  poflible  that 
"  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  fhould  take  away  fins."JJ 
In  the  later  prophets,  there  are  many  diftindt  and  particu- 
lar, many  high  and  magnificent  defcriptions  of  the  glory 
of  Chrift's  perfon,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  work.    The 

*  Rom*  hi.  9—12.         t  Rom.  iii.  19.        |  Eph.  iw  $* 
H  Hcb.  x.  4. 
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attention  and  expectation  of  every  believer  is  direfled 
him;  and  he  is  fly  led  **  thctltfirc  of  all  nations/'* 
And  in  the  New  Teftament,  at  bis  conception  it  is  faid, 

**  Thou  flialt  call  his  name  Jefus,  for  he  lhall  fave  his 
**  people  from  their  6ns,"f  At  his  entrance  on  his  public 
miniflry*  he  is  thus  defignated  by  John  the  Baptiil,  rt  Be- 
4*  hold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taktth  away  the  fin  of  the 
**  world- "|  The  great  defign  of  his  appearing  in  our  na^ 
ture,  is  declared  in  many  paffages  of  fcripture.  And  as 
falvation  is  promifed  to  thofe  who  believe,  lb  tlae  condem- 
nation of  all  unbelievers  is  necefiarily  implied  as  its  coun- 
terpart, and  often  exprefsly  affirmed.  Thus  the  apofile 
John  reprefents  our  Saviour  himfelf  as  teaching,  u  God  fo 
**  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only-begotten  Son^ 
*'  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  Should  not  PERISH, 
**  but  have  everlaiting  life."||  And  when  he  gave  com- 
miffion  to  hisdifciples  to  preach  the  gofpel,  it  was  in  fnefe 
terms:  M  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpet 
4<  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth,  and  is  Uiptizedi 
11  fhall  be  faved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  fhall  be  damn- 
4i  cd."*  The  very  meaning  of  the  word  Gofptl  is  glad 
tidings;  importing  not  only  the  great,  but  the  diftinguifh- 
jng  happinefs  of  thofe  who  hear  the  melTage,  and  comply 
with  the  call.  The  apoftles,  who  fpread  thefe  glad  tidings 
through  the  world,  confidered  themfelves  as  bringing  fal- 
vation to  thofe  who  before  fat  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  fhadow  of  death.  And  by  the  following  de- 
scription given  by  the  apoftle  Paul  of  the  Jtate  of  the  E- 
phefians  before  converfion,  may  be  feen  what  view  he  had 
6f  the  condition  of  all  who  knew  not  God,  as  well  as  wrho 
believed  not  the  gofpel,  "  That  at  that  time  ye  were  with- 
41  out  Chrift,  being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
44  Jfraet,  and  Grangers  from  the  covenants  of  promife^ 
41  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world. "f — 
From  the  above  fummary,  1  hope  it  clearly  appears,  that, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  there  is  no  hlvation  in  any 
<nhef  than  in  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth. 

*  Hag.  ii.  6.        f  Matt.  i.  SI.       \  John  r.  29.       \\  John  iiw  16/ 
*  Mark  xvi.  15,  16.         t  Eph*  ii.  12. 
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.  It  willy  however,  be  proper,  for  the  further. illuftration 
of  this  fubjeft,  toconfider  a  little  to  what  this  do&rine 
(lands  oppofcd.  And  though  it  is  impoflible  diftinttly  to 
enumerate  every  thing  that  may  in  foxne  fhape  or  other  be 
put  in  Chrifl's  room,  or  attempt  to  rob  him  of  his  glory  as 
a  Saviour ;  yet,  in  general,  they  may  all  be  reduced  to  the 
two  following  heads  2  ill,  Falfe  religions,  ar«d  uninftitu- 
ted  rites;  adly,  Self-righteoufnefs,  or  the  merit  of  our  own 
defective  obedience  to  the  moral  law.  It  is  neceffary  to 
confide r  each  of  thefe  by  itfelf,  and  to  (late  the  bounds  be- 
tween them :  for  however  little  relation  they  may  feem  to 
have  one  to  another,  they  are  often  mingled  together  in 
our.apprehenfions,  and  mutually  fupport  and  flrengthen 
each  other's  caufe. 

In  the  firfl  place,  then,  All  worfhip  of  falfe  gods,  hold* 
ing  for  truth  what  hath  not  the  (lamp  of  divine  authority, 
and  all  uncommanded  worfhip,  be  the  objett  of  it  what  it 
Will,  is  wholly  inefle&ual  to  falvation  :  nay,  fo  far  is  any 
thing  of  this  kind  from  being  fufHcient  to  fupplant,  or 
proper  to  co-operate  with  what  Chrift  hath  done,  that  it  is 
deteflable  in  the  fight  of  God.  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,,- 
that  this  is  of  fmall  moment,  and  wholly  unworthy  of  no- 
tice; as  in  thefe  days  few  or  none  will  fo  much  as  pretend, 
except  in  jeft,  to  lay  any  ftrefs  upon  fabulous  deities,  or 
fuperftitious  practices  of  human  invention.  But  I  did 
not  chufe  to  omit  it,  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  a  thing  pe- 
caliarly  infilled  on  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  contain 
nothing  unneceflary .  It  is  alio  very  much  the  objeft  of  the 
refentment  of  infidels.*  At  the  fame  time,  many  pre- 
tended Ghrillians  have*  by  defign  or  inadvertence,  fpoken 
too  much  the  language  of  infidels  on  this  fubjeft,  or  on 
fubje&s  nearly  related  to  it. 

How  much  ftrefs  the  Scriptures  lay  upon  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God,  nay,  how  pernicious  and  defini- 
tive all  falfe  religions  are,  it  were  eafy  to  fliew  at  great 

*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  though  infidels  alttays  fet  out 
bn  pretence  of  fearching  impartially  after  truth  ;  yet  they  have 
unanimoufty  agreed  in  putting  truth  and  error  entirely  upon 
the  fame  footing,  both  as  to  worth  and  influence. 

vo*.  h;  x  x 
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length ;  but  a  few  hints?  will  fuffice,  as  it  is  not  a  point 

controverted  Jb  much  as  neglected  and  forgotten.  The 
very  firft  commandment  of  the  moral  law  is,  wThou  (halt 
**  have  no  other  gods  before  me.** a  And  the  fecond, 
which  forbids  uninftitutcd  worfhip,  hath  this  llrong  ianc- 
tion,  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God*  vifiting 
**  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the 
"  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  me."£~ 
Through  the  whole  Old  Te  (lament,  the  idolatry  and  falfe 
worfhip  of  the  Heathens  is  reprefented  as  highly  crimi- 
nal in  them,  and  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God,  It 
is  there  confidered,  not  as  a  fmall  part,  hut  as  the  fir  ft 
and  mod  provoking  of  their  enormities;  and  in  particu- 
lar, is  affigned  as  the  ground  of  the  inter  extirpation  of 
the  nations  of  Canaan.  In  a  perfect  confiflency  with 
which,  in  the  charge  brought  again  ft  them  by  the  apoftle 
Paul,  this  is  the  leading  part  or  ground- work  of  the  whole, 
**  Becaufe  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him 
4<  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful ;  but  became  vain 
**  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolifh  heart  was  dar- 
"  Vened.c — And  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 
"  God,  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and 
"  to  birds,  and  four-footed  beads,  and  creeping  things."*/ 
The  great  end  alio  of  the  reparation  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  and  their  being  kept  from  intercourfe  with  other 
nations,  was,  that  they  might  be  preferved  from  idolatry. 
To  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God  their  bleffings  are  promi- 
fed,  and  againft  defection  from  his  fervice  to  other  gods 
the  heavieft  curfes  are  denounced.  Thus,  after  an  enu- 
meration of  the  bleffings  that  fhould  attend  them  if  they 
kept  God's  commandments,  it  is  faid,  "  And  thou  fhalt 
44  not  go  afide  from  any  of  the  words  that  I  command  thee 
44  this  day,  to  the  right-hand  or  to  the  left,  to  go  after 
"  other  gods  to  ferve  them.'V  And  when  they  flood  be- 
fore the  Lord,  to  enter  into  his  covenant,  it  is  faid,  "For 
44  ye  know  how  we  have  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
44  how  we  came  through  the  nations  which  ye  paffed  by. 

*  Exod  xx.  3.         /'  Exod.  xx.  5.         c  Rom.  i.  2L 
4  Ibid.  ver.  23.         t  Deut.  xxviii.  U. 
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"  And  ye  have  feen  their  abominations,  and  their  idols, 
44  wood  and  (lone,  filver  and  gold,  which  were  among 
44  them.  Led  there  fliould  be  among  you,  man,  or  wo- 
44  man,  or  family,  or  tribe,  whofe  heart  turneth  away  this 
44  day  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  go  and  ferve  the  gods 
44  of  thefe  nations ;  left  there  fliould  be  among  you  a  root 
44  that  beareth  gall  and  wormwood.  "0  The  fame  thing 
may  be  feen  running  through  the  whole  of  the  prophetic 
writings.  Almoft  every  judgment  of  God  threatened  of 
inflidted,  is  afcribed  to  their  idolatry  as  its  caufe.  I  only 
mention  one  paflage,  not  for  &ny  thing  particular  in  it, 
but  as  a  fufficient  fpecimen  of  the  whole.  It  is  a  meflago 
from  God  by  Ezekiel  to  the  children  of  Ifrael:  u  There* 
41  fore  fay  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  Thus  faith  the  Lord 
44  God,  Repent  and  turn  yourfelves  from  your  idols,  and 
"  turn  away  your  faces  from  all  your  abominations.  For 
44  every  one  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  or  of  the  ltranger  that 
44  lojourneth  in  Ifrael,  which  fcparateth  himfelf  from  hie, 
44  and  fetteth  up  his  idols  in  his  heart,  and  putteth  the 
44  ftumbling-block  of  his  iniquity  before  his  face,  and 
44  cometh  to  a  prophet  to  enquire  of  him  concerning  me ; 
44 1  the  Lord  will  anfwer  him  by  myfelf,  and  I  will  fet  my 
44  face  againft  that  man,  and  will  make  him  a  fign  and  a 
44  proverb,  and  I  will  cut  him  off  from  the  midft  of  my 
44  people,  and  ye  (hall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord."£ 

In  the  very  fame  manner,  in  the  New  Teftament,  enu 
bracing  die  gofpcl  of  Chrift,  and  continuing  ftedfaft  in 
the  faith,  is  required  as  abfolutely  ncceflary  to  falvation; 
44  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlafting  life  ;  and 
44  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  (hall  not  fee  life,  butth* 
44  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.'V  The  importance  of 
holding  the  truth  without  mixture,  is  plainly  declared  in 
the  following  paflage  :  4t  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err 
44  from  the  truth,  and  one  convert  him  ;  let  him  know, 
41  that  he  which  converteth  the  finner  from  the  error  of  his 
44  way,  fhall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  and  lhall  hide  a  mul- 
titude of  fins."  J 

a  Deut.  xxix.  16,  17,  18.        b  Ezek.  xiv.  6,  7,  8. 
c  John  iil«  S6»        d  James  r.  19,-20. 
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It  had  been  eafy  to  have  given  a  much  larger  proof  of 
this  from  Scripture;  but  it  is  imneceflary  ;  for  our  ene- 
mies themfehts  confefs  it,  nay  objeft  it  as  a  ground  of 
reproach.  How  many  invefUves  have  we  from  infidel 
writers  a  gain  (I  die  un  peaceable,  un  facial  fpint  of  the  Jew- 
ilh  firft,  and  afterwards  of  the  Chriflian  religion  ?  And 
how  often  are  thefe  eontrafted  with  the  mild  and  afloci- 
ating  temper  of  the  Heathen  worth  ippers?  Among  them 
it  implied  no  ablurdity,  that  different  nations  fhoukl  have 
different  gods,  and  different  forms  of  worfliip  ;  nay,  they 
fteti  intermixed,  compounded,  and  mutually  adopted 
each  others  worfliip*  The  Athenians,  that  wife  people, 
were  fo  prone  to  receive  every  foreign  rite,  that  they  got 
this  character  from  an  ancient  writer  (whether  by  way  of 
encomium  indeed,  or  fatire,  is  at  this  dillance  uncertain) 
that  they  were  hoi  pit  able  to  the  gods.  According  to  the 
fentiments  of  modern  unbelievers,  they  would  deferve 
much  praifefor  this;  but  according  to  the  fentiments  of 
an  infpired  apolile,  u  profefling  the mfe Ives  wife,  they  be- 
M  came  fools.1' 

In  this  then  it  is  acknowledged,  that  the  gofpel  of  our 
falvation  effentially  differs  from  every  human  invention; 
that  it  conltantly  reprefents  itfelf  as  the  truth,  and  all 
things  oppofite  to  it,  as  falfe,  dishonorable  to  God,  and 
unprofitable  to  men.  This  has  been  the  cafe  in  every  ftep 
of  its  progrefs,  from  its  firil  rife  in  t!ie  comparative  ob- 
fcurity  of  the  original  promife,  through  all  the  prepara- 
tory difcoveries  of  fucceeding  ages,  to  its  complete  mani- 
feftation  in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  And  though  it  has  been 
expofed  on  this  account  to  the  virulent  reproaches  of  men 
of  corrupt  minds,  it  is  but  fo  much  the  more  credible,  and 
appears  to  be  from  the  one  only,  the  living,  unchangeable, 
and  true  God. a 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  obferve,  that  it  is  either  the 
fame  objection  affuming  a  different  form,  or  one  very 
much  like  it,  when  it  is  alledged  againfl  the  gofpel,  That 
it  lays  too  much  lirefs  upon  mere  belief  of  the  truth.  To 
this  fome  have,  perhaps  by  miilaking  the  true  fpring  of 

a  Sec  this  fubjcdl  handled  with  great  clearnefs  and  precifion. 
by  Dr.  Warburton  in  his  Divine  Legation  of  Mofes. 
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the  objection,  given  a  very  wrong  and  dangerous  anfwer. 
Tbey  deny  the  faft,  that  the  gofpel  does  lay  too  much, 
or  any  ftrefs  at  all  upon  bare  belief,  feparate  from  good- 
nefs  of  life.  The  danger  of  this  anfwer  does  not  lie  in 
its  being  falfe,  but  in  its  being  ambiguous,  incomplete, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  improper.  It  feems  to  allow,  at 
leaft  not  to  deny,  that  there  may  be  fincere  belief,  while 
yet  it  is  not  attended  with  its  proper  fruits.  Thus  unbe- 
lievers, whofe  real  quarrel  is  with  the  alledged  importance 
and  efficacy  of  the  truth,  are  hardened  in  their  indiffe- 
rence and  difregard  to  it.;  whereas  they  ought  to  be  taught 
to  confider  the  principles  which  are  produ&ive  of  real 
reformation,  as  more  excellent  in  themfelves,  as  both  ne- 
ceflary  and  effectual  for  this  purpofe. 

The  gofpel  does  indeed  lay  great  ftrefs  upon  belief  of 
the  truth,  not  without,  but  as  the  only  way  of  producing 
holinefs.  Many  paffages  may  be  cited  from  the  Old 
Tcftament,  in  which  going  after  falfe  gods,  and  comit- 
ting  other  grofs  crimes,  are  reprefented  as  in fe parable 
branches  of  the  fame  character ;  and  worlhipping  and 
fervingthe  true  God,  as  a  fummary  defcription  of  univer- 
fal  obedience.**  And  many  paflages  may  be  produced 
from  the  New  Tcftament,  in  which  the  good  effe&s  of  the 
truth,  and  the  mifery  of  departing  from  it,  as  neceflarily 
implying  an  unfan&ified  ftate,  are  declared.^  Froiri  all 
this  I  conclude,  thatChrilt  Jefus,  the  promife  of  old  made 
unto  the  fathers,  the  hope  of  Ifrael,  the  light  of  the  world, 
and  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that 
believeth,  is  the  only  Saviour  of  fmners,  in  oppofition  to 
all  falfe  religions,  and  every  uninftituted  rite  ;  as  he  him- 
felf  fays,  "  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  :  no 
44  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me-'V 

But,  2dly,  Chrill  is  the  only  Saviour,  in  oppofition  tcP 
the  merit  of  our  own  obedience  to  the  moral  law.  I  know, 
fome  will  be  ready  to  fuppofe,  that  though  falfe  religion 
and  uninftituted  rites  may  have  no  pofitive  influence  in 
procuring  falvationto  thofe  who  embrace  them,  yet  they 

a  See  Deut.  xxix.  18,  19.     Numb.  xxv.  1,  2.  b  See  Jobn  \iii. 
31,  32.  Id.  xvii.  17.  2  Johnver  4.  Col.  i,  5,  6.  c  John  xiv.  6* 
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may  not  hinder  their  acceptance  with  God  by  virtue  of 
their  own  pcrfonal  merit  and  obedience.  On  this  fubje& 
there  are  many  things  which  deferve  a  more  particular  and 
di(Hn£t  confederation  than  there  is  room  for  at  prefent ; 
fuch  as,  i.  That  all  falfe  religion  is  not  merely  unprofita- 
ble, but  highly  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God.  Thus  the 
r.poll!e  Paul,'  **  But  I  fay*  that  the  things  which  the  Gen- 
*■  tiles  facrificc,  they  facrifice  to  devils,  and  not  to  God: 
**  and  1  would  not  that  ye  fhould  have  fellow  [hip  with 
41  devils*1'^  2.  That  all  who  embrace  not  the  truth  as  it 
IS  in  Jcfus,  mull  neglect  the  whole  duties  of  the  firft  table 
of  the  moral  law,  and  fo  their  obedience  be  not  only  great- 
ly, but  eflfentially  defective.  3*  That  the  Scriptures  give 
us  no  ground  to  believe,  that  falfe  principles  can  produce 
any  virtue  but  what  is  fpurious.  But  in  (lead  of  infilling 
upon  the  ft:  at  prefent,  I  (hall  only  attempt  to  (hew,  that 
the  Scriptures  exclude  all  human  merit,  and  indeed  feetn 
to  have  it  as  their  exprefs  purpofe,  to  (lain  the  pride  of 
all  human  glory;  and  therefore  that  no  pretence  of  this 
kind  can  poffibly  be  admitted. 

And  here  I  fhall  wholly  pafs  the  facrificcs  ofatonement 
under  the  Mofaicdifpenfation,  becaufe  they  all  pointed  at 
the  facrifice  offered  by  Chrill  upon  the  crofs;  and  there- 
fore, in  the  account  given  of  the  end  and  deflination  of 
this  lafl,  we  may  expect  the  cleared  view  of  the  grounds 
of  our  acceptance  with  God.  Now,  Chrift  appears  in 
Scripture,  u  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the 
"  fin  of  the  world  :"  as  "  giving  his  life"  for  his  people  ; 
as  "  bearing  their  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree."  And 
indeed  every  expreflion  is  ufed  that  could  well  be  imagined 
to  fignify  a  propitiatory  facrifice,  an  atonement  for  fin, 
or  the  punilhment  of  an  innocent  perfon  in  the  room  and 
(lead  of  the  guilty.  If  this  was  necefTary  for  any,  it  was 
neceflary  for  all ;  and  as  there  is  not  the  leall  intimation 
given  in  Scripture  of  any  diltin&ion,  or  hint,  as  if  there 
were  any  perfons  with  regard  to  whom  it  was  fuperfluous. 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  Hand  more  diretlly  oppofed  to 
the  defi^n  of  the  gofpel,  than  any  plea  of  merit  in  man  : 

a    1  Cor.  x,  20. 
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and  none  do  in  fadk  receive  it  with  more  difdain,  than 
thofe  who  truft  in  themfelves  that  they  are  righteous. 

But,  for  our  fatisfaQion  on  this  point,  we  need  only 
confult  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  before  referred  to,  as 
there  is  no  part  of  the  facred  writing  where  there  is  a  more 
full  and  connefted  account  of  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel. 
There,  after  proving  that  all  the  world  are  become  guilty 
before  God,  the  apoftle  fays,  u  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of 
"  the  law,  there  fhall  no  flefti  be  juftified  in  his  fight :  for 
44  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.a  Being  juftified 
44  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
44  Jefus  Chrift :  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitia- 
44  tion,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteouf- 
H  nefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  pad,  through  the 
44  forbearance  of  God. "b  And  again,  u  Therefore  as  by 
44  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  con- 
44  demnation ;  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free 
44  gift  came  upon  all  men  to  juftification  of  life.'V  Con. 
fonant  to  this  is  the  do&rine  of  the  fame  apoftle  elfewhere  : 
41  Yea  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the 
44  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord ; 
44  for  whom  1  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
44  count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be 
44  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs, 
4i  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  througu  the  faith  of 
•4  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith."*/ 

I  am  not  infenfible,  that  great  pains  have  been  taken, 
even  by  fome  Chriitians,  to  evade  the  force  of  thefe  paffa- 
ges  of  Scripture,  which  exclude  the  merit  of  man's  obe- 
dience from  any  fhare  in  his  juftification  before  God.  Par- 
ticularly, the  paflages  from  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans  are 
evaded,  by  alledging,  that  the  law,  and  the  works  of  the 
law,  there,  mean  only  the  rites  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation. 
This  is  not  a  proper  time  and  place  for  entering  fully  into 
that  controverfy  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that, 
befides  the  correfpondence  of  the  above  interpretation  with 
all  the  other  parts  of  Scripture,  it  may  be  fufficiently  fup- 

a  Rom.  iiw  20.     b  lb.  vcr.  24,  25.     c  Chap.  v.  18.     d  Phil,  iii- 
8,  9.     See  alfo  Horn.  iv.  23 — 2;.     Tit.  iii.  5. 
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ported  by  this  one  confrderation,  Tint  the  apofde,  who  li 
ipeaking  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  exprdsly  iintcs  tbe 
dIUiqii  with  refpeft  to  our  judication  between  grace 
and  debt,  r.nd  excludes  every  thing  that  might  make  it  of 
debt;  t4  Where  is  boaltiii^  then?  It  is  excluded.  By 
•*  what  law?  of  works?  Nayj  but  by  the  law  of  faith* 
lL  Therefore  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  juftified  by  faith, 
**  without  the  deeds  ofthe  lauVa  And  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  a  Utile  after,,  "  Now  to  him  that  workefh  is  the  re- 
11  ward  not  of  grace,  but  of  debt.  But  to  him  that  work- 
**  eth  not,  but  belleveth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly* 
**  his  faith  is  counted  for  rtghteoufnefs.M£  Whatever 
would  make  our  acceptance  with  God  not  free,  or  not  of 
grace,  is  here  excluded.  Now,  certainty,  as  there  is  a 
much  more  plaufible  plea  of  merit  in  favor  of  works  o£ 
obedience  to  the  moral,  than  the  ceremoniallaw  f  the  firfl 
are  at  leafl  as  much  excluded  as  tbe  lad  by  the  a  po  I  lie's 
rcafoning.c 


a  Rom.  iii.  27,  28.         6  Bom.  iv*  4,  5# 
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fiid  on  thia  head  v.- ill  be.  That  it  is  going  upon  a  very  narrow 
fcheme,  and  a  fcheme  very  uncharitable  to  many  parties  of 
Chriftians.  It  is  the  fa  fh  ion  able  language  of  the  age,  to  give 
large  encomiums  upon  charity,  when  the  deiigrt  is  to  level 
truth  and  falfhood  ;  and  to  alledge,  either  that  there  is  little 
difference  between  them,  as  to  their  effecls,  or  that  they  can-* 
not  be  diftmguillied  from  one  another  by  their  proper  marks. 
This  is  a  fubjccl  that  needs  as  much  to  be  fet  in  a  proper  light, 
as  any  I  know.  If  the  fenfe  in  which  charity  in  fentiment  is" 
commonly  umlerflood,  viz.  a  favorable  judgment  of  the  opi- 
nions of  others,  Le  the  Scripture  meaning  of  it,  then  certainly 
fume  hounds  muflbc  fn  to  it;  and  it  mull  be  praife  or  blame 
worth;-,  according  to  the  cafes  in  which  it  is  cxercifed.  I  mull 
nedds  take  it  for  granted,  that  there  arc  fome  fundamental  er- 
rors. :a\<)  that  it  is  poiViblc  to  make  fhipwrcck  of  the  faith. 
Now,  however  cumnion  or  fashionable  it  may  be,  to  think,  the 
further  charity  is  extended  the  better  :  it  may  be  demon  ft  ratedf 
that  a  favoiable  judgment  of  errors  fundamental,  or  dcilruclivc 
of  religion,  doth  u<eeilarily  imply  either  a  light  efleem  or  weak 
perfuauon  of  the  truth,  or  both.  This  furely  is  \io  part  of  a 
truly  Chnfliim  ehataeler;  and  if  it  be  rightly  denominated 
charity,  it  is  bee.. .me  vicio\is  bv  excefs.  I  confcTs  it  appears 
to  nu  ,  that  jufiiiU^tij;;  by  free  grace  is  a  fundamental  doctrine 
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Thus  I  have  endeavored  both  to  explain  and  confirm 
the  affertion  in  the  text,  That  there  is  no  falvation  in  any 
other  but  in  Ghrift.  There  is,  however,  one  queftion  up- 
on it  which  I  would  willingly  pafa  over  in  filence,  but 
that  the  omiffion  of  it  might,  to  fome  intelligent  hearers, 
Weaken  the  conclufion,  and  make  them  reckon  the  fubjeft 
incompletely  handled.  The  queftion  is,  Whether  an  ob- 
jective revelation  and  explicit  difcovery  of  Chrift,  and 
what  he  hath  wrought,  is  neceffary  to  falvation  ?  or  if  his 
undertaking  may  not  be  the  ground  of  acceptance  for  ma* 
ny  who  never  heard  of  his  name  ?  In  fupport  of  the  laft 
of  thefe  it  is  laid,  That  many  of  the  ancient  patriarchs 
and  prophets  were  far  from  having  diftinft  views  of  the 

of  the  gofpel.  If  this  be  true,  I  am  not  wrong  in  having  the 
deeped  fenfe  of  the  danger  of  contrary  opinions  :  nay,  if  I  am 
miflaken,  the  confequenc.es  I  draw  from  it,  arc  no  breaches  of 
charity,  but  the  neecffary  effects  of  an  error  in  judgment  ;  and 
fo  I  claim  charity  in  my  turn  from  my  adverfaries  Upon  their 
own  principles. 

But  I  am  perfuaded  the  above  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Charity  in  scripture,  but  that  it  means  an  ardent  and  unfeign- 
ed love  to  others,  and  a  defire  of  their  welfare,  temporal  and 
eternal ;  and  may  very  well  confift  with  the  (Irongeft  abhorrence 
of  their  wicked  principles.  We  do  find  indeed  in  Scripture 
many  charges,  not  to  judge  one  another,  mutually  to  forbear 
one  another  in  things  indifferent,  and  not  to  fuppofe  that  men's 
outward  actions  proceed  from  a  bad  principle  which  they  do 
not  profefs.  But  this  is  never  called  charity  ;  and  it  is,  by  the 
reafoning  on  it,  exprefsly  limited  to  things  really  indifferent 
in  their  nature.  (See  the  xivth  and  xvth  chapters  of  the  epiftle 
to  the  Romans.)  Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  fome  may  judge 
things  to  be  neceffary,  which  in  truth  are  but  indifferent.  This 
cannot  be  denied ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  It  is  a  confe- 
rence of  the  imperfection  of  human  nature.  Yet  itill  every 
man  mud  judge  for  himfelf,  and  mult  dillinguilh  between 
things  indifferent  and  neceffary,  in  the  bcil  manner  he  can. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  apoftle  John,  who  fpeaks  meft 
of  the  importance  of  charity  and  mutual  love,  hath  alfo  per- 
haps the  ilrongeft  exprcfiions  of  any  of  the  apoilles,  on  the 
hatefulnefs  and  danger  of  error.  Thus  he  fays  in  his  fecond 
epiftle,  ver.  10,  11.  "  If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring 
•*  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  houfe,  neither 
u  bid  him  God  (peed.  For  he  that  biddeth  him  God  fpeed,  is 
"  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds." 

z 
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erfon,  chara&er,  and  work  of  Chrift ;  and  if  (as  all  fup. 
pofe)  his  undertaking  was  available  for  their  acceptance, 
why  not  of  others  alio  I  On  fuch  a  queilion,  no  doubt, 
modefty  and  caution  is  highly  commendable,  and  perhaps 
it  were  wife  in  fome  refpedts  to  fufpend  the  determination 
altogether.  But  there  are  cafes  in  which  it  comes  necef- 
lardy  to  be  confidered :  for  infknee,  1  do  not  fee  how  it 
can  be  avoided,  in  Ipcaking  of  the  importance  or  neceflity 
of  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  nations  that  know- 
not  God, 

We  may  therefore  obferve,  that  the  only  juft  founda- 
tion of  our  hope  in  God,  either  for  ourfelves  or  others,  et 
pecially  as  finners,  is   his  promife*     The  iirft  of  thefc 

t  ought  to  be  precifeiy  commenfurate  to  the  laft.  In  fo  far 
as  it  is  defective,  or  falls  (hort  of  this  meafure,  we  are 
chargeable  with  unbelief;  and  in  fo  far  as  it  exceeds, 
with  preemption.  Kow,  to  whom  foe  ver  the  true  God  is 
revealed  in  any  rneafure,  as  merciful  and  gracious,  for- 
giving iniquity,  tranfgreffion  and  fin;  however  obfeurely 
lie  points  out  the  meritorious  caufc  of  pardon,  if  they  be- 
lieve his  word  and  accept  of  his  mercy,  they  fhall  be  fav- 
cd;  as  we  are  told,  M  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was 
44  counted  to  him  for  righteOufnefs."a  As  to  any  others, 
if  they  are  in  abfolute  ignorance  of  the  true  God,  we  mult 
fay,  that  there  doth  not  appear,  from  Scripture,  any  ground 
on  which  to  affirm,  that  the  efficacy  of  Chrill's  death  ex- 
tends to  them :  on  the  contrary,  we  are  exprefsly  told, 
that  they  have  "  no  hope.*^  We  find  indeed  in  fcrip- 
ture,  that  the  difplay  of  divine  perfection  in  the  works  of 
creation,  and  the  condutt  of  Providence,  is  reprefented  as 
rendering  the  heathens  inexcnfable  in  their  contempt  and 
joeglett  of  God  :  tl  Neverthelefs  he  left  not  himfelf  with- 
**  out  witnefs,  in  that  he  did  good,  and  gave  us  rain  from 
u  heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons,  filling  our  hearts  with  food 
4<  and  gladnefs.f  Becaufe  that  which  may  be  known  of 
H  God  is  manifeft  in  them  ;  for  God  hath  (hewed  it  unto 
"  them.     For  the  invifible  things  of  him  from  the  creation 

«  Rom.  iv.  2.       b  See  the  forecited  paflage,  Eph.  ii.  12* 
t  A  Sis  xiv.  17, 
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"<«f  the  world  ire  clearly  feen,  being  underftettd  by  the 

*  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  god- 
a  head ;  fo  that  they  are  without  excufe."<z  Should  any"' 
defire  from  thefe  paflages  to  infer,  that  if  any  of  them 
made  a  juft  and  dutiful  ufe  of  thefe  natural  notices  of  God, 
lie  would  hot  fruftrate  their  fearch,  but  would  lead  them 
to  the  faving  knowledge  of  himfelf,  I  have  nothing  to  ob- 
jedt  againft  the  general  pofition ;  but  1  am  afraid  it  will 
be  difficult  to  make  any  other  legitimate  ufe  of  this  con- 
eeflion  than  the  apoftle  has  made  already,  that  they  an 

*  without  excufe"  in  their  eftrangtment  from  God.  One 
thing  more  we  are  authorifed  from  Scripture  to  fay,  that 
their  guilt  is  in  proportion  to  their  means  of  knowledge ; 
that  they  continue  in  their  natural  flate,  and  41-e  not 
chargeable  with  the  fin  of  reje&ing  the  gofpel  which  they 
never  heard  c  "  For  as  many  as  have  finned  without  law, 
"  ihall  alfo  perifh  without  law;  and  as  many  as  have  fin- 
u  ned  in  the  law,  lhall  be  judged  by  the  law."£ 

*  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  waSp 
To  make  a  few  reflettions  on  this  fcheme;  and  ftiew,  that 
it  is  not  only  moft  felf-confiftent,  but  moil  agreeable  to  ■ 
the  other  parts  of  fcripture,  as  well  as  to  the  viftble  Hate 
ef  the  world;  and  therefore  that  thofe  who,  in  reafoning 
with  infidels,  depart  from  it  in  any  meafure,  do  thereby 
betray  the  caufe  which  they  profefs  to  fupport. 

We  have  many  proofs  of  the  ingenuity  and  art  of  per- 
fons  under  the  power  of  prejudice,  in  evading  the  force, 
or  wrefting  the  meaning  of  particular  texts  of  fcripture ; 
and  therefore  it  mutt  ferve  much  for  the  confirmation  of 
any  doftrine,  that  it  is  not  only  fupported  by  exprefs  paf- 
fages,  but  agreeable  to  the  drain  and  fpirit  of  the  whole* 
That  this  is  the  cafe  with  the  dofitrine  in  queftion,  I  might 
fhew  at  great  length :  at  prefent  I  content  myfelf  with 
the  few  following  reflediions.  jft,  There  is  nothing  more 
frequently  or  more  undeniably  found  in  fcripture,  than  a 
celebration  of  the  rich  mercy  and  free  grace  of  God  in 
Chritt  Jefus,  in  fuch  language  as  will  fcarce  accord  with 
any  other  plan  than  that  which  I  have  above  endeavored 
to  explain  and  fupport.  It  has  been  &  remark  frequently 
A  JU>m»  i*  19f  ?0,         b  Rora.  ii.  )2V 
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made,  of  the  juftice  of  which  every  ferious  perufer  of  the 
facred  writings  will  be  fenfible,  that  the  infpired  penmen 
fcem,  as  it  were,  to  be  raifed  and  elevated  above  their  or- 
dinary pitch  when  they  are  on  this  iheme,  and  that  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  Teftamcnt,  Wherever  there  is  a 
linking  pafiage  in  the  poetic,  or  prophetic  writings,  con- 
ining  fctitiments  oftliemoft  rapturous  joy,  or  moli  ar- 
dent gratitude,  there  we  may  be  fure  is  a  prophecy  of 
Omit*  See  the  Pfalmifl  David  often  thus  ditlingutfhing 
hirnfelf,  particularly  in  the  following  parage :  u  His  name 
14  (hall  endure  forever:  his  name  ibid!  be  continued  as 
w  long  as  the  fun  :  and  men  fliall  be  bleffed  in  him  ;  aiui 
ft  all  nations  (hail  call  hiin  biefled*  Biefled  be  the  Lord 
41  God,  the  God  of  li'racl,  who  only  doth  wondrous  things. 
Cfc  And  biefled  be  his  glorious  name  iorever;  and  lei  the 
11  whole  eauh  be  filled  with  his  glory*     Amen  and  A- 

The  apoftle  Paul  alio,  not  only  when  exprefsly  handling 
the  fubjett,  but  even  when  he  accidentally  meets  with  it 
in  the  Ulullration  of  another  argument,  Teems  to  fire  at 
the  thought,  and  either  expatiates  upon  it  with  a  profufton 
ot  eloquence  and  energy  of  ex  predion ;  or  colledis  as  it 
were,  his  whole  force,  and  furpriles  us  more,  by  dilpatch- 
ing  it  at  one  (ingle  mafierly  (lroke.£ 

Now,  I  would  afk,  Why  fo  many  encomiums  on  the 
mercy  and  grace  of  God  in  pardoning  finners  through 
Chrilt,  if  his  undertaking  had  not  been  abiolutely  necef- 
fary  for  their  recovery  ?  Whence  could  arife  fo  deep  an 
obligation  to  gratitude,  if  our  ftate  had  not  been  abfolutely 
deplorable,  or  if  relief  could  have  been  obtained  from  any 
pther  quarter  ?  There  mult  furely  be  a  great  impropriety 
in  the  Scripture-language  on  this  fubjett,  when  uied  by 
fome  perfons  agreeably  to  their  other  fentiments.  And 
indeed  their  being  very  (paring  of  this  language,  avoiding 
it  as  much  as  poifible,  and  dwelling  with  moft  pleafure  on 
different  themes,  is  a  tacit  confeflion  and  acknowledgment 
of  this  truth. 

f  Pfal.  lxxii.  17,  18,  19.     b  See  an  inflance  of  the  firft  of  thefe, 
pph.  iii.  17.  and  of  the  lafl,  I  Cur.  xvi.  22, 
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Bot,  befides  the  mercy  of  God  to  the  world  in  general 
in  fending  his  Son  to  redeem  us  who  were  fold  under  fin, 
we  find  in  fcripture  many  ftrong  declarations  of  the  infi- 
nite mercy  of  God  in  fending  the  tidings  of  falvation  to 
thofe  who  were  ignorant  of  them  before.  This  appears 
from  feveral  of  the  paffages  formerly  cited,  and  many 
more  that  might  be  added.  I  only  mention  one  of  the 
apoftle  Paul,  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apoltles :  (l  Be 
"  it  known  therefore  unto  you,  that  the  falvation  of  God 
"  is  fent  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  that  they  will  hear  it."* 
Now,  what  is  meant  by  this  ?  Were  thefe  Gentiles  in  a 
way  of  falvation  before  ?  and  what  benefit  did  they  reap 
from  this  intelligence  ?  If  it  be  faid,  that  they  were  com* 
paratively  in  a  more  advantageous /ituat ion  than  before ; 
this  when  ftri&ly  examined,  will  be  found  to  draw  after  it 
all  the  confluences  lb  difagreeable  to  the  pride  of  man, 
for  which  the  other  fuppofuion  is  reje&ed.  Or  rather, 
when  their  comparative  advantages  are  carried  fo  far  as  to 
give  any  thing  like  a  confident  meaning  to  the  above  and 
other  paffages  of  Scripture,  it  will  amount  entirely  to  the 
fame  thing.  For  I  hope  no  Chriftian  will  affert,  that  any 
perfon  in  the  world,  who  hath  the  exercife  of  reafon,  is 
under  a  Natural,  but  only  a  Moral  impoflibility^  of  co- 
ming to  the  knowledge,  and  doing  the  will  of  God.  If  the 
firft  were  the  cafe,  it  would  take  away  all  fin ;  but  the  laft 
is  only  fuch  an  obltinate  diiinclination,  as  is  dill  confident 
with  guilt  and  blame. 

a  A£U  xxviii.  28. 
b  I  ufe  the  words  Natural  and  Moral  impoffibility  in  the^ 
fenfe  in  which  they  are  ufed  by  the  authors  who  firft  applied 
that  didinelion  to  fubjeels  of  philofophy  and  divinity,  and  not 
in  the  abfurd  fenfe  in  which  Come  late  infidel  writers  do  obfti- 
nately  perfift  in  ufing  them.  Thefe  gentlemen,  in  (lead  of 
meaning-  by  Natural  or  Phyiical  neceflity  or  impombility,  that 
which  arifes  from  the  irreiiflible  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  by  Moral,  a  high  degree  of  probability  from  concurring 
circumftances,  tell  us,  that  Phyfical  neceffity  is  what  arifes 
from  the  laws  of  matter  \  and  Moral,  that  which  arifes  from 
the  laws  of  mind  or  fpirit.  But  nothing  can  be  more  evident, 
than  that  any  influence  from  without  upon  mind  or  fpirit,  if  it 
be  irrefifliblc,  is  as  much  phyiical  or  natural  neceflity  as  any 
other.  And  the  diftinction  thus  explained,  or  perverted?  is 
utterly  ufelefs,  when  applied  to  morals. 
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Another  refie&ion  we  may  make  on  this  fubjeft,  That 
according  to  theconftant  tenor  of  the  holy  Scripture,  not 
only  an  offer  of  mercy  for  Ghrift*s  fake  muft  be  made  to 
the  finner,  but  a  change  muft  be  wrought  on  his  heart 
and  temper  fo  great,  as  to  be  termed  a  New  Creation, 
and  a  Second  Birth.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  an  aft  of  the 
divine  government,  the  laft  is  a  work  of  divine  power. 
Now,  I  would  beg  leave  to  afk,  How  and  where  is  this 
to  be  ex  petted  ?  It  cannot  furely  proceed  from  the  influ- 
ence of  fabulous  deities*  or  be  the  effe£t  of  idolatrous  rites. 
It  is  not  the  work  of  man,  and  therefore  only  of  the  Spirit 
of  GhrifL  Should  any  think  fit  to  prefume,  that  the  fine* 
tifying  influences  of  the  holy  Ghofl;  are  bellowed  univer- 
fally,  though  unknown  to  the  receivers;  tliis  again  aniii* 
hilates  all  the  fuperior  advantages  of  Ghriftians;  and.  Of* 
the  very  beft  poffiblc  fuppofition,  is  an  affertion  thrown 
oat  at  random,  and  altogether  deftitute  of  fupport  from 
the  oracles  of  truth. 

A  third  obfervation  I  would  make,  That  this  fcheme 
alone  makes  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel  fufficient  to  bear 
the  fuperiiruLture.  Nothing  tlfe ;  can  fulHciently  account 
for  the  coft  and  expence,  if  1  may  fpeak  fo,  that  have  been 
laid  out  in  the  redemption  of  man.  It  is  very  evident,  that 
both  the  prophets  in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  apoflles 
in  the  New,  are  at  great  pains  to  give  us  a  view  of  the 
glory  and  dignity  of  the  PERSON  of  CHRIST.  With 
what  magnificent  titles  is  he  adorned  ?  What  glorious  at- 
tributes are  afcribed  to  him  ?  And  what  mighty  works  are 
faid  to  be  done  by  him  ?  All  thefe  confpire  to  teach  us:, 
that  he  is  truly  and  properly  God,  God  over  all,  blefled 
for  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  How  much  is  his  humilia- 
tion and  abafement  infilled  on ;  the  reproach  and  con- 
tempt of  his  life,  the  pain  and  ignominy  of  his  death  ? 
And  the  infinite  value  of  his  fufferings,  arifing  from  thefe, 
two  united  confiderations?  Nothing  can  more  plainly  fhew 
the  guilt  and  mifery  of  man,  than  that  fo  great  a  perfon 
fhould  be  employed  in  refcuing  him,  fo  infinite  a  price 
paid  for  his  ranibm.  If  fuch  a  propitiation  was  needfery . 
for  the  heirs  of  glory,  how  hopelefs  muft  be  the  ftate  of 
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thofe  who  have  no  claim  to,  or  intereft  in,  or  dependence 
upon  it  \a 

The  laft  obferVation  I  am  to  make  at  prefent,  is,  That 
the  fcheme  above  laid  down,  is  aifo  mod  agreeable  to  the 
vifible  ftate  of  the  world,  and  furnifhes  the  plain  and  the 
only  Aifficient  anfwer  to  the  old  obje&ion  againft  the 
Chriftian  revelation,  the  want  of  univerfality-  This  af* 
fertion  to  fome  will  appear  furprifing,  as  it  feems  to  have 
been  on  purpofe  to  avoid  or  anfwer  this  obje&ion,  that  all 
the  other  opinions  have  been  formed.  However,  they 
fiill  leave  the  objeftion  in  all  its  force;  nay,  it  is  often  fup* 
ported  and  firengthened  by  the  reafonings  upon  them. 
But,  on  the  principles  above  laid  down,  it  is  capable  of 
the  following  plain  and.eafy  lolution.  It  is  of  the  infinite 
mercy  and  free  grace  of  God,  that  he  did  not  leave  all 
mankind  to  periih  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery.  Where 
then  lies  the  difficulty  in  believing,  that  fome  \>nly,  and 
not  all,  are  faved,  or  are  furnifhed  with  the  means  of  falva* 
tion  ?  If  all  are  juftly  liable  to  wrath,'  upon  which  the 
whole  gofpel  is  built,  mercy  to  a  part  can  never  be  impro- 
bable, or  unworthy  of  God,  on  account  of  the  ruin  in  the 
reft :  fo  that  the  objeftion  can  only  take  its  rife  from  doubt  , 
or  difbelief  of  that  firft  and  fundamental  truth.  y 

If  a  prince  had  a  number  of  traitors  in  his  power,  whole 
treafon  was  of  the  moil  aggravated  and  inexcufable  kind, 
and  we  fhould  be  informed  that  he  had  granted  a  free  par- 
don to  fome,  and  left  the  reft  to  fuffcr  the  juft  punifliment 
of  their  crime;  would  it  be  the  lead  objeftion  againft  his 
clemency,  that  it  extended  only  to  a  feleft  number  of  the 
offenders  ?  or  would  it  be  any  juft  impeachment  of  his 
management,  or  render  the  intelligence  incredible,  fup- 
pofing  the  prince  tcr  be  wife,  as  well  as  gracious  ?  The 
cafe  is  precifely  the  fame  with  God.  If  it  be  but  granted, 
that  it  is  Mercy  extended  to  thofe  who  efcape,  this  abfo- 

a  It  is  a  drong  confirmation  of  this,  that  it  holds  aim  oft 
without  exception,  in  comparing  the  fentiments  and  fcheme* , 
of  the  different  parties  of  Chriftions,  that  thofe  who  have  the 
flighted  fcnfc  of  the  neceflity  of  atonement,  and  the  grtateii 
bias  to  a  fclf-rightcous  plan,  are  always  mod  difpofed  to  leffeu 
the  glory  of  our  Redeemer's  pcrfon  ;  lean  mod  to,  or  jtfdgp. 
mod  favorubly  of  the  Sociniun  or  Arian  hvyo\ta&&% 
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hitely   deftroys  die  force  of  any  objeftion  that  can  be 
drawn  Irani  the  number  or  circumllances  of  thole  that 

perifti. 

There  is  in  this  refpeft  a  beautiful  and  inltrnftive  anti- 
logy between  the  courfe  of  divine  Providence,  and  the  me- 
thods of  divine  grace;  and  much  in  both  mull  berefolvcd 
into  the  wifdom  and  fovereignty  of  God,  There  is  an 
immenfe  variety  in  the  cliCiribution  both  of  natural  ad- 
vantage!) and  fpiritual  WetRngB;  and  it  is  vain  for  us  to 
cxpeS  that  we  (hoald  be  able  to  afligu  the  whole,  or  in. 
deed  almoll  any,  of  the  grounds  either  of  the  one  or  the 
other.  But  if  neither  fort  is  merited,  if  both  are  the  ef- 
fects of  free  undeferved  bounty,  this  cuts  off  all  caufe  of 
complaint;  and  as  to  the  difference  which  we  obferve  irk 
fa£V,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  laft,  we  mull  be  con- 
tent to  fay?  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  "For  God  hath  conclu- 
**  ded  them  alt  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  have  mercy  up* 
•*  on  all.    O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wilclom  and 

knowledge  of  God  !  How  unTearchabie  are  his  judg* 
**  ments,  and  his  ways  part  finding  out  !f'a 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  will  plainly  appear,  that  de- 
parting from  the  principles  above  laid  down,  is  a  vtry 
great  injury  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  ftrengthens  that  of 
infidelity.  If  they  are  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  as 
I  hope  has  been  lufficiently  proved,  then  no  good  can  po£ 
fibly  flow  from  fattening  or  difguifing  them,  in  order  to 
leflen  their  oppofition  to  the  pride  and  prejudices  of  cor- 
rupt  minds.  Has  fuch  conduft  in  fatt  leflened  the  num- 
ber of  infidels,  or  reconciled  them  to  the  doctrine  of  Chrift  ? 
On  the  contrary,  have  they  not  become  more  numerous, 
and  more  bold  in  their  oppofition  to  the  gofpel,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  attempts  that  have  been  and  are  made  to 
fuit  it  to  their  tafle  ?  Nay,  have  they  not  made  ufe  of  in- 
numerable paffages  from  Chriftian  writers  in  fupport  of 
their  own  caufe?  For  in  all  fuch  cafes,  as  Chriftians  fpeak 
merely  the  language  of  natural  religion,  or  magnify  the 
prefent  powers  of  the  human  mind,  in  order  to  rear  up  a 
felf-righteous  fcheme,  they  are  conlidered  by  infidels,  anci 
juftly,  not  as  defending  the  gofpel  with  fuccefs,  but  as 

a  Eon\.  xi.  32,  33. 
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yielding  up  the  great  point  in  debate,  and  coming  over  to 
their  own  party. 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  pradlical  improvement  of 
this  fubjedt.     And,  in  the 

jft  place,  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee.  the 
real,  the  unfpeakable  moment  of  propagating  Chriftian 
knowledge.  It  is  indeed,  fo  far  as  it  is  cordially  embraced^., 
turning  men  <4  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  pow- 
"  er  of  Satan  unto  God,"  Thefe  .words  have  a  deep  and 
interefling  meaning,  if  underftood  as  above,  but  not  other- 
wife.  Let  us  only  fuppofe  thofe  who  deny  or  call  in, 
queltion  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  falvation  through  Chrift, 
employed  as  miflionaries  in  converting  the  Heathens : 
how  cold,  how  ambiguous  and  inconclusive  the  arguments 
with  which  they  would  endeavor  to  prefs  the  change ! 
But  the  view  of  it  given  above,  mufl  in  the  ftrohgeft  man- 
ner  difpofe  every  ferious  perfon  to  fupport  fuch  a  defign, 
a$4  powerfully  animate  to  diligence  thofe  who  are  em- 
ployed in  carrying  it  into  execution. 

It  is  allowed  by  all,  that  doing  good,  and  communica- 
ting happinefs,  is  the  mod  excellent  character;  that  pro- 
moting the  interefl  of  our  brethren  of  mankind,  is  a  na- 
tural fruit  and  expreffion  of  our  love  to  God,  and  an  imi- 
tation of  the  divine  benignity.  But  what  comparifon  is 
there  between  any  a&s  of  beneficence  that  regard  only  the: 
prefent  life  and  the  welfare  of  the  body,  and  thofe  that 
affeft  the  everlafling  intereft  of  an  immortal  fpirit  ?  As 
far  as  God's  redeeming  grace  is  fuperior  to  his  providenti- 
al care,  fo  far  mull  our  fincere  and  fuccefsful  endeavors  to 
promote  the  falvation  of  the  foul,  excel  any  relief  or  help 
we  can  give  to  the  wants  of  the  body. 

The  laft  of  thefe  purpofes,  however,  is  often  celebrated 
by  infidels,  in  oppofition  to  the  other,  which  they  delight 
in  treating  with  derifion  and  fcorn.  But  as  nothing  can 
be  more  evident  than  its  comparative  excellence,  fuppo- 
fing  its  reality ;  fo  there  is  not  the  lead  contrariety  be- 
tween the  two  defign*:  fo  far  from  it,  that  they  are  ftrong- 
ly  connedted  together,  and  are  always  bell  promoted  in 
conjun&ion.  There  may  be  indeed  fingle  inftances  of 
perfons,  from  oftcntation  or  other  falfc  motives,  parting 

Vol.  II.  '    Zz 
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with  their  goods  10  feed  the  poor,  who  have  no  true  love 
to  God  or  their  brethren.  But  in  general,  it  is  certain, 
that  thofe  who  have  4t their  treafure  in  heaven;  who  love 
**  not  the  world,  nor  the  things  of  the  world;"  (which, 
however  hard  a  faying  it  may  appear,  is  the  real  character 
of  every  Chrillian)  will  more  ealHy  communicate  of  what 
they  pofiefs  to  thole  who  fland  in  need,  True  religion 
always  enlarges  the  heart,  and  ftrcngthens  the  fociat  tie. 
Every  believer  muft  view  his  poor  brethren  in  it  vera!  en- 
dearing lights,  as  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father, 
as  under  the  fame  original  guilt,  dependent  on  the  fame 
Saviour,  and  preparing  for  the  fame  judgment;  whereas 
w  ieked  men,  however  various  their  characters,  do  habitu- 
ally, by  luxury  and  felf. indulgence  of  fome  kind  or  other, 
feed  their  pride,  increafe  their  wants,  and  inflame  their 
appetites.  This  not  only  gives  them  a  narrow  turn  of 
mind,  but  often  waftes  their  fubftanee;  and  lb  neceflari- 
]y  obftrufts  their  liberality,  by  taking  away  both  the  in- 
clination and  ability  tobeflow* 

And  asthofe  who  have  a  juft  concern  for  the  everlafiing 
intereft  of  oihrrs,  will  be  moil  difpoftd  to  relieve  their 
prefent  diftrefles  ;  fo  the  bounty  of  fuch  will  always  be 
bed  directed,  and  followed  with  the  happieft  effects.  They 
never  feparate  the  two  great  ends,  of  making  men  happy 
in  this  world,  and  heirs  of  eternal  life;  and  will  therefore 
have  it  as  their  chief  care,  to  promote  induflry  and  fobrie- 
ty  in  all  whom  they  take  upon  them  to  fupply.  It  is  too 
often  feen,  that  what  is  dignified  with  the  fined  names, 
and  reprefented  as  the  effect  of  generofity,  humanity,  and 
compaflion,  is  wholly  without  merit  in  the  giver,  perni- 
cious and  hurtful  to  the  receiver.  How  many  diifolute 
livers  are  not  covetous,  only  becaufe  they  are  under  the 
dominion  of  a  contrary  paflion  ?  In  the  mean  time,  what 
they  bellow,  is  either  entirely  thrown  away  by  an  inclif- 
criminate  profulicn;  or,  as  is  more  commonly  the  cafe,  it 
is  worfe  than  thrown  away,  being  coniined  to  the  1110ft 
worthlefs  of  all  wretches,  who  are  their  afiiltants  or  com- 
panions in  their  crimes.  In  oppefuion  to  this,  a  real 
Chriftian,  ftipremely  governed  by  the  love  of  God,  will 
direft  every  action  to  his  glory  ;  and  While  comp?.flion, 
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ftrengthcned  by  a  fenfe  of  duty,  excites  him  to  deal  his 
bread  to  the  hungry,  he  will  have  a  (till  fuperior  folicitude 
to  preferve  them  from  fin.  Inftead  of  an  injudicious  fup- 
ply  of  fuel  to  their  lull,  which  \s  eafy  to  a  flothful,  and 
gratifying  to  a  carnal  mind,  he  will  endeavor  to  fit  them 
for  heaven,  by  fuitable  indru&ion;  and  refcue  them  from 
want  and  idlenefs  in  this  world,  by  lawful  induftry.      ^. 

Thefe  two  great  purpofes  have  been  jointly  promoted 
by  the  fociety  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chridian  know* 
ledge.  They  have  been  promoted  with  a  mod  laudable 
zeal  and  diligence,  and  with  a  fuccefs  fully  equal  to  the 
means  the  fociety  are  pofleffed  or  furnifhed  with  for  carry- 
ing them  on.  The  promoting  of  true  religion,  loyalty, 
and  induftry,  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  was  the  firft 
objeft  of  their  care:  and  the  importance  of  encouraging 
it  has  been  reprefented  in  the  dronged  light  on  many 
former  occafions  of  this  fort,  and  is  well  known.  But 
there  is  another  part  of  their  defign,  to  fpread  the  know* 
ledge  of  Chrid,  the  only  Saviour  of  finners,  among  the  un« 
enlightened  Heathen  nations.  On  this,  the  fubjeft  of  my 
difcourfe  leads  me  to  fpeak  a  little  more  particularly. 

Qf  the  importance  of  fuch  a  defign  every  one  who  be* 
lieves  the  gofpel  muft  be  fenfible.  But,  except  the  very 
reilridled  efforts  of  the  fociety,  little  or  nothing  has  ever 
been  attempted  by  the  Britifh  nation.  And  is  not  God, 
in  his  righteous  Providence  towards  us  at  prefent,  mani* 
feftly  and  feverely  punifhing  us  for  this  negleft?  Are  we 
not  engaged  in  war  with  a  potent  and  formidable  neigh- 
bor, in  which  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  all  events  hath  vifi- 
bly  written  difappointment  on  every  one  of  our  attempts? 
Did  not  this  war  take  its  rife  from  the  difputed  limits  of 
our  territories  in  America?  And  are  not  our  colonies  in 
that  part  of  the  world  expofed  to  the  mod  cruel  and  mer- 
cilefs  depredations?  Are  not  families,  which  ought  to  be^ 
quiet  and  peaceable  habitations,  frequently  alarmed  in  the 
filence  of  the  night  with  the  cry  of  war;  and  the  tendered 
relations  often  butchered  in  each  other's  prefence,  and 
that  by  a  people  of  a  drange  language,  while  the  weak  mo- 
ther and  helplefs  infant  can  only  lift  a  fupplicating  eye, 
but  cannot  alk  for  mercy  ?  Who  then  are  the  inftruments 
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of  this  cruelly?  Mtift  we  not  anfwer,  Thofe  very  Indians, 

a  great  part  of  whole  territory  we  pofTefs,  and  whom,  whh 
a  contempt  equally  impolitic  and  unchriftian,  we  fufier 
to  continue  in  ignorance  of  the  only  living  and  true  God> 
and  JefusChriit  whom  he  hath  lent  ? 

Such  a  particular  interpretation  of  the  language  of  Pro- 
vidence may  be  thought  bold;  but  there  are  many  cir- 
cumftances  which,  in  a  manner,  eonitrain  us  toconfefs 
its  propriety.  We  have  been  a  nation  early  and  long  fa* 
vored  with  the  light  of  divine  truth,  and  are  therefore 
bound  to  communicate  it  to  others*  That  diitant  country 
was  a  refuge  to  many  of  our  pious  forefathers,  when  flying 
from  the  rage  of  ecckfiallic  tyranny ;  and  the  territory 
either  taken  from,  or  ceded  to  us  by  thefe  people,  has  been 
the  great  fource  of  wealth  and  power  to  this  nation.  But 
what  feems  chiefly  to  warrant  this  application  is,  that  the 
care  taken  by  our  enemies  to  convert  the  Indians,  is  the 
chief,  if  not  the  fingle  eaufe  of  their  fuperior  intereft 
among  that  people*  Their  free,  independent  manner  of 
living,  makes  the  Britiih  temper,  character,  and  cufioms, 
in  all  other  refpe&s  more  agreeable  to  them.  But  being 
once  converted,  not  to  the  ChrifUan  Faith,  hut  to  the  Ro- 
tnifh  fuperftition,  they  are  inviolably  attached  to  the 
French  intereft.  And  that  politic,  but  fraudulent  nati- 
on, are  able  to  cover  and  excufe  their  own  treacherous 
defigns,  by  the  ungovernable  and  favage  barbarity  of  their 
Indian  allies. 

Can  there  be  therefore  a  more  noble,  a  more  important, 
or  more  neceflary  exercife  of  Chriflian  charity,  than  ena- 
bling the  fociety  to  carry  on  their  uleful  and  falutary 
fchemes,  efpecially  to  extend  their  miflions  to  the  Indian 
tribes?  Who  that  knows  the  value  of  immortal  fouls,  can 
refufe  to  contribute  his  fhare  in  promoting  this  excellent 
defign?  Who  that  fears  the  jult  judgment  and  difpleafure 
of  God,  can  refufe  to  take  this  hep,  amongll  others,  evi- 
dently neceflary  for  averting  his  threatened  vengeance  ? 
And  who  that  loves  his  Redeemer's  name,  but  mult  defire 
that  it  mould  be  adored  from  the  ri'fing  to  the  letting  fun  ? 
The  boldnefs  and  a&ivity  of  finners  in  fpreading  every 
fpecies  of  corruption,  fliould  excite  an  emulation  in  b«?- 
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Jtevers  not  to  be  behind  hand  in  the  fervice  of  a  modi 
Jbetter  matter.  Have  we  not  feen  much  profane  zeal  dis- 
covered in  fupport  of  the  mod  pernicious  and  criminal 
amufements,  which  confume  time,  enervate  the  body,  and 
pollute  the  mind  ?  And  fliall  there  not  be  a  like  concern 
*o  promote  knowledge  and  holinefs  in  the  uncivilized 
parts  of  our  own  country,  and  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  gofpel  of  peace  to  thofe  who  now  fit  in  darknefs,  and 
in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death?  Are  there  not  many 
to  whom  the  name  of  a  Saviour  is  precious,  u  even  as 
*4  ointment  poured  forth ;"  who  burn  with  defire,  that 
the  riches  of  divine  grace,  which  can  never  be  exhauded, 
may  be  more  largely  diffufed  ?  And  will  not  all  fuch 
chearfully  and  liberally  contribute  to  extend  the  bounds 
of  their  Redeemer's  kingdom,  in  the  profpedt  of  that  bleflt 
ed  time,  when  the  knowledge  of  God  fliall  cover  the  earth 
as  the  waters  cover  the  fea  ?  Or  of  that  ftill  more  glori- 
ous period,  when  every  veflel  of  mercy,  from  the  eaft, 
weft,  north  and  fouth,  fhall  be  gathered  together,  and  fit 
down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  king* 
dom  of  their  Father  ?        ' 

I  (hall  now  conclude  my  difcourfe,  by  preaching  this 
Saviour  to  all  who  hear  me,  and  intreating  you,  in  the 
mod  earned  manner,  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  u  for  there 
*4  is  no  falvation  in  any  other.''  This  is  far  from  being 
jmneceffary  or  improper,  even  in  an  audience  of  profefl- 
ing  Chriftians.  Wherever  there  is  a  national  profeffion 
of  the  gofpel,  there  are  always  many  who,  though  they  re- 
tain the  name  of  Chridians,  are  drangers  to  real  faith  in 
Chrid,  or  union  with  God  through  him ;  nay,  who  in  their 
hearts  are  enemies  to  the  truth  in  its  fimplicity  and  purity. 
It  is  in  vain  to  attempt,  by  reafoning,  to  bring  men  to  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  the  Chridian  doctrine  in 
fpeculation,  unlefs  we  alfo  bring  them  to  fuch  a  perfonal 
convidtion  of  their  guilt  and  wretchednefs,  as  will  make 
them  receive  the  information  of  Chrid' s  character  and 
work,  as  glad  tidings  to  their  own  fouls.  No  other  conl 
verts  receive  any  benefit  themfelves  by  the  change ;  nor 
are  they  of  any  fervice  to  Chrid  and  his  caufe,  except  fo 
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Ut  as  they  are  over- ruled  by  the  fove reign  providence  of 
that  God  who  only  can  u  bring  good  out  of  evil/1 

Wherefore,  my  beloved  hearers,  be  perfuadetl,  from  the 
word  of  God,  which  you  profefs  to  believe,  from  the  ltate 
of  the  world*  which  you  may  fee,  and  of  your  own  hearts, 
which  you  may  feel,  that  you  are  by  nature  wretched,  and 
miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.  You  are  fo 
far  from  having  fuch  a  conformity  to  the  pure  and  perfect 
law  of  God,  in  your  thoughts,  words,  and  anions,  and  the 
principles  from  which  they  ought  to  flow,  as  can  entitle 
you  to  his  favor,  that  the  imaginations  of  your  hearts  are 
only  evil  from  your  youdi,  and  that  continually.  What* 
ever  imaginary  fchemes  of  a  virtuous  character  you  may 
reft  or  glory  in,  you  are  wholly  unable  to  fund  the  trial  of 
God's  impartial  judgment.  Oh  !  how  hard  is  it  to  con- 
vince men  of  fin,  even  while  the  earth  groans  under  their 
guilt  I  Would  but  thofe  who  are  moll  apt  to  boaft  of  the 
dignity  of  their  nature,  and  the  perfcflion  of  their  virtue, 
make  an  ex  ait  regifier  of  all  the  thoughts  chat  arife  in  their 
minds;  there  remains  ftill  as  much  of  the  law  of  God 
written  upon  their  hearts,  as  would  judge  them  out  of 
their  own  mouths,  Inftead  of  being  able  to  bear  that  fuch 
a  record  Ihould  be  ex  poled  to  public  view,  they  could  not 
even  endure  themfelves  to  perufe  it:  for  felf-flattery  is 
their  ruling  character,  but  felf-abhorrence  would  be  the 
effe£t  of  this  difcovery.  Ought  you  not  therefore  to  be 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  you  are  altogether  as  an  un- 
clean thing,  and  unable  to  Hand  before  God  if  he  enter 
into  judgment  ?  But  whether  you  acknowledge  it  or  not, 
I  bear  from  God  himfelf  this  meffage  to  you  all,  that  what- 
ever may  be  your  character,  formed  upon  worldly  max- 
ims, and  animated  by  ambitious  and  worldly  views,  if 
you  are  not  reconciled  to  God  through  Jeius  Chrill,  if 
you  are  not  clothed  with  the  fpotlefs  robe  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  you  mud  for  ever  perifh, 

But  behold,  through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins.  There  is  a  fulnefs  of  merit  in  his  obe- 
dience and  death  to  procure  your  pardon.  There  is  no 
fin  of  fo  deep  a  dye,  or  fo  infectious  a  ilain,  but  his  blood 
is  fuflicieut  to  waih  il  out.     This  is  no  new  doctrine,   or 
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modern  difcovery,  to  gratify  a  curious  mind.  Perhaps 
you  have  heard  fuch  things  fo  often,  that  you  nauieate  and! 
difdain  the  repetition.  But  they  are  the  words  of  eternal 
life,  on  which  your  fouls'  falvation  absolutely  depends ? 
and  therefore,  though  this  call  fhould  come  but  once  more 
to  be  rejefted,  it  is  yet  again  within  your  offer ;  and  as 
44  an  ambaflador  from  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  befeech 
44  you  by  me,  I  pray  you  in  Chrift's  Head  be  ye  reconciled 
•*  unto  God."  You  have  heard  the  danger  of  all  who  am 
without  Chrift  ;  but  I  befeech  you  remember  the  aggra- 
vated guilt,  and  the  fuperior  danger  of  thofe  who  continue, 
obllinate  under  the  gofpel.  All  the  mercy  that  is  (hown 
to  finners  in  the  offer,  (hall  inflame  the  charge  againft  them 
in  the  great  day,  if  they  are  found  impenitent.  Mercy 
and  juftice  are  never  feparated  in  any  part  of  the  gofpel 
plan.  They  illuflrate  each  other  in  the  contrivance,  they 
ihine  together  on  the  crofs,  and  they  lhall  be  jointly  ma- 
nifeft  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Shall  not  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  which  is  fo  powerful  in  its  influence  for  taking 
away  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  truft  in  it,  greatly  add  to  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  thofe  who  defpife  it  ?  "  Be  wife  now, 
"  therefore,  O  ye  kings,"  and  all  of  every  rank ;  "  be  in- 
44  flru&ed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  with 
44  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he 
44  be  angry,  and  ye  perifti  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath 
44  is  kindled  but  a  little:  bleffed  are  all  they  that  put  their 
14  truft  in  him."a 

•  Pfal.  ii.  10,  11,  12. 
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IN  a  note  in  the  fermon  on  A  As  iv,  12.  "  Neither  is 
41  there  falvation  in  any  other,"  the  reader  will  find, 
that  I  have  intimated  two  things:  1.  That  if  a  favorable 
judgment  of  the  opinions  of  others,  be  the  fcripture  mean* 
ing  of  charity %  then  certainly  fome  bounds  mud  be  fet  to 
it;  and  it  mud  be  praife  or  blame  worthy,  according  to 
the  cafes  in  which  it  is  exercifed.  2.  That  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  that  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  fcrip. 
ture ;  but  that  it  means  an  ardent  and  unfeigned  love  tQ 
others,  and  a  deflre  of  their  welfare,  temporal  and  eternal ; 
and  may  very  well  confift  with  the  drongeft  abhorrence  of 
their  wicked  principles,  and  the  deeped  concern  for  their 
dangerous  date.  At  the  fame  time  it  was  hinted,  that 
this  fubjedt  deferved  a  more  diftinft  and  full  ill  u  drat  ion. 
I  was  fufficiently  aware,  even  at  the  time  of  writing,  that 
this  declaration  would  bring  down  upon  me  the  high  dif- 
pkafure  of  certain  perfons.  And  fo  indeed  it  happened, 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fome,  according  to  their  wonted 
candor,  and  (icubeir  own  fenfe)  mod  charitable  interpre- 
Vot.  II.  jA 
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tation,  have  affirmed,  that  I  had  in  that  paffage,  openly 
declared  again  it  charity.  This  hath  induced  mc,  on  now 
tice  of  a  fecond  edition  being  intended,  to  offer  a  few  re- 
flections on  this  fubjeft;  which  I  hope  (hall  be  conduced 
in  as  cool  and  critical  a  manner,  as  can  in  reafon  be  de- 
fired,  that  I  may  not  offend  againfl  charity^  even  when 
writing  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Let  me  begin  by  fettling  precifely  the  fijbjeft  of  the  in- 
quiry* It  will,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  be*  acknowledged,  that 
with  many  the  current  meaning  of  the  word  charity  is, 
to  have  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  fentiments  of  others, 
who  are  fuppofed  to  differ  from  us;  that  is  to  fay  (for  it  i& 
not  very  eafy  to  define  it  clearly)  to  think,  that  they  are 
innocently  miftaken  in  judgment,  and  that  they  have  as 
hone  ft]  y  inquired  after  truth  as  ourfelves ;  and  therefore  to 
conclude*  that  as  perfons  truly  fuicere,  and  atting  accord- 
ing to  their  light,  they  fhall  meet  with  the  final  acceptance 
of  God*  That  this  is  the  meaning  with  many,  if  it  fhould 
be  denied,  I  prove  from  the  following  circum (lance,  that 
charity  in  fentiment,  or  charity  in  general  (except  when 
it  is  taken  in  a  limited  fenfe,  as  fignifying  bounty  to  the 
poor)  is  always  applied  to  thofe  who  differ  from  us,  and 
never  to  thofe  who  agree  with  us;  and  indeed  it  is  about 
the  difference  that  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  exercifed. 

i.  Now,  the  first  thing  1  obferve  upon  this  is,  that  if 
the  above  be  the  fcripture  meaning  of  charity,  then  cer- 
tainly fome  bounds  mull  be  let  to  it;  and  it  mull  be  praile 
or  blame-worthy  according  to  the  cafes  in  which  it  is  ex- 
ercifed. I  make  this  fuppofition,  becaufe  though  it  is 
propofed  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  remarks,  to  fhow,  that  the 
above  is  not  the  fcripture  meaning  of  the  word;  yet  there 
is  really,  within  certain  limits,  a  duty  of  this  kind  pre- 
ferred to  us  in  fcripture,  but  never  called  charity.  The 
duty  I  mean  is  mutual  forbearance,  and  guarding  againft 
rafli  judgment ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  neither  in  the 
defcription  of  this  duty,  nor  in  the  arguments  urging  to 
the  practice  of  it,  is  the  word  charily,  or  the  neceflity  of 
charity,  ever  once  introduced. #     The  proper  objedls  of 

a  I  do  not  know  whether  I  lhoukl  cull  it  un  exception  fom 
this,  that  in  one  paflage,  when  the  Apoiilc  Paul  is  ipcaking  of 
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forbearance  are  matters  of  indifference,  or  rather  matters 
of  comparatively  fmall  moment;  and  the  fin  of  rafli  judg- 
ing confifts  in  believing  things  to  be  of  more  moment 
than  they  are,  and  attributing  outward  aftions  or  exprefc 
lions  to  bad  motives  or  principles,  without  neceffity.  I 
fay,  without  neceffity ;  becaufe  it  is  allowed  by  every  ju- 
dicious and  accurate  writer  upon  rafh  judging,  that  a  per- 
fen  cannot  be  chargeable  with  this  fin,  merely  for  think* 
ing  ill  of  another's  temper  or  practice,  upon  clear  and  ir« 
refiflible  evidence.  To  do  otherwife,  in  many  cafes,  is 
either  wholly  impoffible,  or  argues  a  weaknefs  of  under- 
Handing ;  which  cannot  be  the  objeft  of  approbation,  nor 
confequently  of  imitation. 

Let  us  therefore  fuppofe,  that  this  duty  of  forbearance, 
which  indeed  I  take  to  be  wholly  diftindt  in  its  nature,  is 
the  charity  fo  ftrongly  recommended,  and  fo  highly  ap» 
plauded  in  Scripture,  and  that  it  is  to  be  exercifed  with 
regard  to  the  opinions  of  others.  In  that  cafe  it  muft  have 
certain  bounds,  for.the  following  reafons, 

1.  If  it  were  otherwife,  we  fhould  then  either  want  a 
meaning  for  many  declarations  and  precepts  in  fcripture; 
or,  which  is  worfe,  ihould  perceive  them  to  be  evidently 
abfurd  and  ill  founded.  That  I  may  not  tire  the  reader, 
I  (hall  not  adduce  the  tenth  part  of  what  is  faid  on  this 
lubjeft  in  fcripture  ;  but  muft  beg  of  him  to  weigh  the 
following  paffages,  and  to  make  fome  reflections  on  their 
manifeft  purpofe:  Jude  v.  3,  4,  "  Beloved,  when  I  gave 
"  all  diligence  to- write  unto  you  of  the  common  falvati- 
"  on,  it  was  needful  for  me  to  write  unto  you,  and  ex- 
44  hort  you,  that  ye  fhould  earneftly  contend  for  the  faith 
44  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the  faints.  For  there 
44  are  certain  men  crept  in  unaware*,  who  were  before  of 

the  oppofitc  fins,  of  judging  others  on  the  one  hand,  or  defpi- 
fing  them  on  the  other,  he  introduces  walking  charitably.  But 
it  is  in  a  fenfe  quite  oppoftte  to  what  it  would  have  been  ufed 
in  by  one  pleading  for  the  modern  charity.  It  is  not  the  man 
wbo  judges  rafhly  that  he  charges  with  uncharitablenefs,  but 
him  who  defpifcth  his  weak  brother,  and  is  at  no  pains  to 
avoid  giving  offence  :  Rom*  xiv.  15.  uBut  if  thy  brother  Se 
«'  grieved  with  thy  meat,  now  walked  thou  not  charitably* 
*  Peftroy  not  Wm  with  thy  meat  fpr  w>om  Chrift  dieoV 
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4t  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,  ungodly  men,  turn- 

11  ing  the  grace  of  our  God  into  lalcivioufnefs,  and  deny- 
u  ing  the  only  Lord  God,  and  oar  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift." — 
Here  I  tRink  is  plainly  a  duty  with  regard  to  opinions, 
altogether  different  from  that  of  forbearance.  The  one 
requires  us  not  fo  much  as  to  judge  our  brethren;  the 
other  requires  us  to  contend  earncttly  with  thein.  The 
one  fuppofes  the  trifling  difference  to  be  wholly  buried; 
the  other  implies,  that  it  fliould  be  kept  clearly  in  view, 
and  all  pofiible  pains  taken  to  fupport  the  truth,  and  to 
refute  the  error.  The  one  fuppofes  entire  peace  and  uni- 
on ;  the  other  implies  a  firm  and  relolute  oppofition,  fo  as 
to  come  to  no  terms  which  imply  confentor  approbation. 
The  jlhrafeotogy  through  the  whole  pafiage  teaches  us  to 
interpret  it  as  1  have  done;  "There  art  certain  men/' 
fays  he,  "crept  in  unawares j"  plainly  fignifying,  that 
if  they  had  not  crept  in  fecrerly,  they  would  not,  or  ought 
not  to  have  been  Differed  to  come  in  openly.  NWt  if 
charity  and  forbearance  be  the  fame  thing,  here  are  fome 
perfons  defcribed,  whom  we  are  not  to  forbear,  and  confe- 
quently  for  whom  we  are  to  have  no  charity:  therefore  it 
muft  have  fome  limitation.  Let  it  be  as  extenfive  a&  you 
will,  it  is  not  boundlefs. 

Titus  i.  10,  ir,  13.  u  For  there  are  many  unruly  and 
4t  vain  talkers  and  deceivers,  efpecially  they  of  the  cir- 
4C  cumcifion:  whofe  mouths  mult  be  flopped,  who  fubvert 
41  whole  houfes,  teaching  things  which  they  ought  not,  for 
*'  filthy  lucre's  fake. — Wherefore,  rebuke  them  fharply, 
■*•  that  they  may  be  found  in  the  faith."  Now,  Jet  me  aik 
any  unprejudiced  reader,  whether  (harp  rebuke  be  not  a 
very  different  thing  from  forbearance  ?  How  can  you  re- 
buke thofe  whom  you  may  not  fo  much  as  judge  ?  or  why 
ihould  you  attempt  to  make  them  found  in  the  faith,  if 
they  are  already  received  of  God  ?  As  it  is  expreffed, 
Rom.  xiv.  3.  Befides,  what  is  the  meaning  ol'  fubverting 
whole  houfes  ?  and  of  (lopping  the  mouths  of  the  falfe 
teachers,  to  prevent  or  remedy  this  fubverlion  ?  In  the 
fame  epiftle,  chap.  iii.  10.  the  apoflle  fays,  u  A  man  that 
*'  is  an  heretic,  after  the  firit  and  fecond  admonition,  re- 
*'  Jed.'*     Poes  not  this  fuppofe,  that  it  is  poffible  for  a 
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man  to  be  a  heretic  ?  Does  not  the  apoftle  here  ordain  a 
fentence  of  expulfion  to  be  paffed  againft  him,  after  the 
pains  taken  to  reclaim  him  appear  to  be  fruitlefs  ?  It  is 
plain,  therefore,  that  if  charity  be  the  fame  with  forbear- 
ance,  it  mud  have  limits ;  for  if  every  body  mud  be  for- 
born,  then  certainly  nobody  can  be  expelled. 

I  muft  not  here  pafs  by  an  aftonifhing  interpretation 
put  by  fome,  and  men  of  learning  too,  upon  the  following 
verfe  of  the  fame  chapter:  "  Knowing  that  he  that  is  fuch. 
44  is  fubverted  and  finneth,  being  condemned  of  himfelf;" 
that  is,  fay  fome,  no  man  is  an  heretic  in  the  fenfe  of  this 
paffage,  but  who  is  fe If- condemned,  or  is  ading  contrary 
to  his  own  convi&ion ;  fo  that  he  mud  be  reje&ed,  not 
for  the  error  of  his  judgment,  but  for  the  obdinacy  and 
depravation  of  his  heart.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen 
any  ftronger  indance  of  the  power  of  prejudice,  than  gi- 
viog  fuch  a  fenfe  to  the  word  sclf-condetimed.  If  any  man 
can  really  conceive  a  cafe  in  his  own  mind,  of  a  heretic 
obdinately  perfiding  in  his  error,  and  differing  for  it,  in 
oppofition  to  his  own  inward  conviction,  and  at  the  fame 
time  this  circumdance  clearly  afcertained  as  the  foundati- 
on of  his  fentence,  I  wifti  he  would  teach  me  how  to  con- 
ceive it:  at  prefent  it  feems  to  me  utterly  impoffible.  If 
any  perfon  thus  fpcaks  lies  in  hypocrify,  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  he  will  confefs  it  ?  and  if  he  do  not  confefc, 
how  is  it  poffible  to  prove  it  ?  The  plain  meaning  of  be- 
ing condemned  of  himfelf,  in  this  paflage,  is,  that  his  er- 
rors are  fo  contradictory  to  the  other  articles  of  his  faith, 
fuch  an  abjuration  of  his  former  profeflion,  and  generally 
tend  fo  much  to  immorality  in  practice,  that  he  is  con- 
demned as  it  were  out  of  his  own  mouth. 

In  the  2d  epidle  of  John,  the  apoltle  fays,  ver.  9, 10, 11. 
44  Whofoever  tranfgreffeth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine 
44  of  Chrift,  hath  not  God:  he  that  abideth  in  the  dodtrine 
44  of  Chrid,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the  Son.  If  there 
♦4  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this  do&rine,  receive 
44  him  not  into  your  houfe;  neither  bid  him  God  fpeed: 
44  for  he  that  biddeth  him  God  fpeed,  is  partaker  of  bis  evil 
44  deeds."  I  (hall  not  day  to  examine  nicely  the  import 
of  not  receiving  fuch  a  one  into  our  houfe,  and  not  bidding 
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him  God  fpeecL  It  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe,  lhat  no 
fenfe  can  be  put  upon  it  low  enough  to  make  it  agreeable 
to  the  treatment  we  ought  to  give  to  our  brethren  whom 
we  are  forbidden  to  judge*  Thefe  we  are  to  receive,  as 
Ghrift  hath  received  them,  and  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

To  ail  thefe  I  only  add,  without  any  refleftion  upon  it, 
the  reproof  of  Ghrift  to  the  church  of  Pergamos:  Rev,  ii* 
14.  "But  I  have  a  few  things  againft  thee,  becaufe  thou 
M  haft  there  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  who 
*f  taught  Balac  tocafl:  a  ftumbling-block  before  the  children 
"  of  Ifrael,  to  eat  things  facrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  com- 
I*  mit  fornication.  So  haft  thou  alfo  them  that  hold  the 
41  dnQxine  of  the  Nicolaitans,  which  thing  I  hate," 

2,  If  charity  be  the  fame  with  forbearance,  it  muft 
have  limits,  or  it  would  be  the  Itrongcft  impeachment  of 
divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  in  not  giving  marks  fufficU 
ently  clear  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  falfehood.  If  we  arc 
to  entertain  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  fen ti  merits  and  (late 
of  others,  it  muft  be  entirely  founded  on  the  feppofition, 
that  they  have  inquired  with  honelty  and  impartiality  ; 
and  that  they  are  not  blinded  by  prejudice  or  corrupt  paf- 
iions.  This  I  fuppofe  will  be  readily  allowed;  becaufe  it 
is  the  ufual  way  of  fpeaking  or  writing  on  the  fubjeft. 
4  They  may  be  miftaken,'  it  is  often  faid,  '  but  without 
4  their  fault :  they  may  have  freely  and  impartially  inqui- 
4  red,  and  yet  may,  after  all,  think  differently  with  equal 
4  fincerity.'  This,  I  contend,  can  only  hold  in  matters  of 
{mail  moment,  and  in  themfelves  of  a  doubtful  nature; 
and  in  thefe,  the  obfervation  is  juft,  and  correfponds  with 
reafon,  fcripture,  and  experience.  But  in  truths  of  the 
higheft  moment,  if  there  are  any  fuch  at  all,  to  fuppofe  that 
men  equally  fincere  and  impartial,  may,  notwithstanding, 
have  fentiments  dire&ly  oppofite,  feems  to  me  an  impeach-  . 
ment  of  divine  wifdom.  How  can  it  be,  unlefs  the  evi- 
dences for  and  againft  them,  be  pretty  equally  balanced  ? 
How  is  the  judgment  determined  at  all,  but  by  a  fort  of 
compound  ratio,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  mathemati- 
cians, of  the  outward  evidence,  and  the  prepodefiion  of 
the  mind,?    Strong  prepoffeffions  will  account  for  any  opU 
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nion,  however  abfurd ;  but  if  two  perfons  of  equal  capaci- 
ty, and  equal  integrity,  draw  oppofite  conclufions  on  any 
queftion,  it  mull  certainly  arife  from  the  doubtfulnefs  of 
the  queftion  itfelf.  Now,  if  there  be  any  truths  of  mo- 
ment not  attended  with  fufficient  evidence,  how  can  we 
acquit  or  juftify  the  condutt  of  Providence  ?  There  does 
not  feem  to  me  to  be  any  alternative;  but  we  muft  lay  the 
blame  either  upon  the  evidence,  or  the  mind;  that  is  to 
fey,  in  other  words,  it  muft  be  put  to  the  charge  either  of 
God  or  man. 

3.  If  charity  is  the  fame  thing  with  forbearance,  it  muft 
have  fome  limits;  otherwife  the  value  of  truth  itfelf  is 
abfolutely  annihilated.  If  I  am  to  believe  a  man  in  as 
fafe  a  ftate,  and  as  much  accepted  of  God,  in  one  opinion 
as  another,  upon  all  fubjefts,  it  is  plain,  not  only  that 
every  truth  is  of  equal  moment  with  another,  but  that 
truth  and  error  are  of  equal  value.  This,  I  think,  is  in- 
difputable ;  for  if  it  makes  no  difference,  either  in  point 
of  character  or  ftate,  I  fee  nothing  elfe  from  which  their 
value  can  be  eft i mated.  What  then  becomes  of  all  the 
fine  encomiums  we  have  on  the  beauty,  the  excellence, 
the  importance  oP  truth  ?  the  neceffity  and  benefit  of  free- 
dom of  inquiry  ?  It  would  be  much  better  to  be  fatisfied 
with  any  opinions,  be  they  what  they  will,  than  to  give 
way  to  doubts  and  fufpicion9,  to  fatigue  our  minds,  and 
wafte  our  time  in  long  and  difficult  researches.  If  it  be 
faid,  that  they  may  be  the  fame  as  to  the  fincerity  of  the 
inquirer,  but  different  principles  may  have  different  effe£ts 
in  pra&ice;  this  is  yielding  up  the  point  in  debate:  for  if 
one  opinion  leads  to  holinefs,  and  another  to  wickednefs, 
in  practice,  they  can  never  be  in  the  fame  ftate  of  fafety, 
nor  equally  acceptable  to  God,  who  hold  thefc  oppofite 
fentiments.  Befides,  it  is  common  with  the  advocates 
for  this  miftaken  fort  of  charity,  in  order  the  better  to  fup- 
port  their  opinion,  to  deny  this  difference  in  effeft,  and 
to  fay,  4  It  is  no  matter  what  a  man's  opinions  are,  if  his 
4  life  be  good.'  Now,  it  is  evident,  that  this  aflertion  is 
?bfurd;  or  rather  the  fuppofition  is  impoflible,  unlefs  the 
iutluence  of  truth  and  falfehood  upon  the  life,  be  abfolutely 
equal.     Grant  but  the  leaft  fuperiority  or  advantage  to  crcv& 


above  the  other,  and  the  argument  is  deftroyed;  for  if 
truth  be  better  than  falfehood,  it  mull  be  fome  matter  what 
a  man's  opinions  are,  in  order  to  his  life's  being  good* 
How  weak  and  inconfrilent  creatures  are  we !  The  very 
fame  perfons  who  make  the  greatell  ftif  about  a  pretended 
leareh  after  truth,  and  freedom  of  inquiry »  will  needs  have 
it,  that  Chriftian  charity  implies,  that  all  opinions  are 
alike,  and  ought  to  be  treated  with  equal  re)pe£l :  and 
thenT  to  crown  all,  they  give  us  the  moil  hideous  pifturea 
of  the  terrible  effects  of  JupeHHtion,  and  certain  religious 
(enttments  which  they  are  pleaied  to  condemn*  Alas! 
where  is  the  charity  then  ?  Are  all  opinions  equal  I  is  it 
no  matter  what  a  man*3  opinions  are,  if  his  lite  be  good  ? 
At  lafl  you  have  found  out  fome  whofe  lives  are  ill  by  the 
impulle  of  their  opinions.  Certainty,  charity,  in  the 
fenfe  of  forbearance  or  approbation,  is  not  due  to  them. 

4.  If  chanty  is  the  fame  with  forbearance,  it  mutt  have 
fome  limits;  becaufe  otherwife  things  would  be  carried  to 
an  extravagant  length;  and  fuch  cafes  might  be  fuppofed 
as  very  few  would  be  willing  to  admit,  and  indeed  I  think 
no  man  can  rationally  admit.  I  might  give  a  multitude 
of  pollible  examples;  but,  for  the  greater  fatisfattion  of 
the  reader,  fhall  only  mention  a  few  that  are  real. 

(1)  Within  the  Chriflian  church,  there  are  not  only 
different,  but  oppoiite  opinions,  and  mutually  deftru&ive 
of  each  o;her.  Thofc  who  hold  them,  on  each  fide,  not 
only  fay,  but  think,  that  their  adverfaries  are  guilty  of 
impiety  and  blafphemy.  Let  us  take  for  inftance,  the 
Calviniiis  and  Socinians.  Read  the  writings  of  the  firfl", 
and  you  will  fee,  that  they  confider  their  adverfaries  as 
taking  away  the  very  foundation  of  the  gofpel,  denying 
the  only  Lord  God  that  bought  them,  and  as  guilty  of 
grofs  idolatry  in  giving  divine  worfhip  to  one  whom  they 
believe  to  be  a  creature.  Again,  if  you  read  the  writings 
of  the  laft,  you  will  find  them  charging  their  adverfaries 
with  bhfphemy  of  the  moft  horrible  nature,  aud  not  only 
making  a  god  different  from  the  true  God,  but  fuch  a  one 
as  is  more  cruel  and  vindictive  than  the  very  devils. — ' 
Now,  1  delire  to  know  how  the  one  of  thefe  lorts  of  per- 
lbns can  have  a  favorable  opinion  of  the   ftate  and  fenti- 
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ments  of  the  oppofite,  without  renouncing  their  own  ?  I 
do  freely  acknowledge,  as  I  have  formerly  done,  that  I 
never  did  efteem  the  Socinians  to  be  Chriflians;  and  yet 
find  nothing  moreeafy,  or  indeed  more  neceflary,  than  to 
have  charity  for  them,  in  what  I  take  to  be  the  fcripture 
fenfe  of  that  word.  But  in  the  modern  fenfe  it  appears 
to  me  utterly  impoflible.  For  the  very  fame  reafon,  if 
any  who  had  embraced  thefe  principles  fhould  pretend, 
that  he  had  iuch  charity  for  me,  as  to  efteem  and  receive 
me  as  a  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift,  I  would  confider  it  as 
a  profeffion  altogether  hypocritical,  or  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve a  word  of  his  own  fyftcm.  The  truth  is,  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  from  the  manner  of  conducting  theological 
controverfies,  that  it  is  very  common  for  many  to  plead 
for  that  charity  to  themfelves  which  they  never  give  to 
their  adverfaries ;  while  the  power  of  prejudice  hinders 
them  from  obferving  the  inconfiftency  between  their  rea- 
soning and  praftice.a 

(2)  Thofe  who  deny  and  oppofe  the  gofpel  altogether, 
have  juft  the  fame  title  to  our  charity,  and  we  are  obliged 
to  believe,  that  they  are  honelt  and  impartial  inquirers, 
and  therefore  accepted  of  God.  Now,  if  there  be  any. 
thing  in  the  world  clear  from  fcripture,  it  is,  that  we  are 
not  to  approve  or  receive  fuch  perlbns;  that  they  are  not 
the  objedts  of  forbearance  ;  and,  by  confequence,  not  of 
that  charity  that  confills  in  forbearance :  on  the  contrary* 
the  zeal  and  aftivity  of  the  apoflles  was  wholly  employed 
in  bringing  unbelievers  to  the  knowledge  and  confeflion 
of  the  truth ;  for  which  they  deferve  very  little  prafie,  if 
their  Hate  was  fafe,  and  their  character  unexceptionable, 
before.     And  as  to  perfon  among  us  denying  the  gofpel^ 

a  I  could  give  many  inflances  of  this  furprifing  inadvertency 
in  writers  of  the  very  firfl  character :  I  (hall  only  mention  one, 
of  the  renowned  earl  of  Shaftelbtiry.  His  darling  theme  is,  to 
{how,  that  every  thing  whatever  is  for  the  general  good  ;  that 
even  the  worft  men  are  guided  at  bottom  by  a  benevolent  prin- 
ciple ;  yet  even  while  expatiating  on  the  goodnefs  of  the  whole 
lyftcm  of  beings,  he  takes  every  opportunity  of  falling  upon  the 
clerfcy,  whom  he  allows  to  be  purely  evil,  without  containing 
any  ^ood,  or  tendency  to  promote  it :  A  defect  in  his  own 
i'cheme,  to  which  he  doth  not  fcem  to  have  attended. 
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after  examination,  I  do  not  fee  how  any  perfon  can  think 
them  impartial  In  rejecting  it,  without  a  very  poor  opinion 
of  the  evidence  for  receiving  it. 

(3)  Even  in  point  of  morals,  there  have  been,  and  are 
at  this  time,  opinions  fo  very  profs,  that  few  will  look 
upon  the  ftate  of  thofe  who  hold  them  as  fate  ;  and  yet  if 
forbearance  is  charity,  and  the  charity  is  unlimited,  they 
muft  alfo  be  taken  in.  There  have  been  feveral,  who 
eertainly  were  fincerely  of  opinion^  that  fornication  and 
other  unclean  nefs,  was  lawful.  So  great  a  man  as 
David  Hume,  efq.  has  adopted  a  fentence  from  a  French 
writer;  **  Female  infidelity,  when  it  is  known,  is  a  fmalt 
14  matter ;  and  when  it  is  not  known,  it  is  nothing, '* — 
The  very  fame  writer  feems  alfo  cither  to  defend,  or  great- 
ly to  alleviate,  unnatural  lull*  And  many  highwaymen 
have  aft ually  reaftmed  themfelves  into  an  opinion  of  the 
kwfuJnefs  of  robbery,  by  alledping,  that  God  never  made 
the  world  with  this  view,  that  fome  fliould  have  too  much 
and  others  fhould  ftarve ;  and  therefore  they  had  a  right 
to  a  fhare,  and  might  levy  it  wherever  they  could  find  it. 
The  truth  is,  there  are  more  of  thefe  grofs  and  erroneous 
opinions  than  many  are  aware  of;  for  men  are  feldom  at 
eafe  on  the  commiflion  of  fin,  till  they  have  found  fome 
way  to  fatisfy  their  own  minds,  by  wrong  principles. — 
Well,  are  we  to  think  all  thefe  honeft  and  impartial  in- 
quirers,  and  to  have  charity  for  them  in  the  fenfe  fo  often 
mentioned  ?  I  imagine  fome  will  at  laft  flop  fhort,  and 
fey,  there  is  a  diftindtion  to  be  made;  thefe  opinions  are 
formed  by  the  influence  of  prejudice,  and  the  bias  of  cor- 
lupt  affe&ions.  Here  then  your  charity  fails,  and  you 
have  fet  limits  to  your  forbearance ;  or  rather  you  have 
given  up  the  caufe ;  for  all  falfe  opinions  arife  from  the 
Che  bias  of  corrupt  affe&ions.  The  fallacy  of  the  whole 
arguments  on  this  fubjedt  lies  in  confounding  two  things 
Very  different,  viz.  a  man's  being  truly  of  an  opinion, 
and  his  being  fo  upon  fair  and  unprejudiced  inquiry.  A 
train  of  reafoning  carried  on,  which  is  built  upon  the 
laft  of  thefe  fuppofitions,  and  applied  to  cafes  where  only 
the  firlt  takes  place.  Perhaps  fome  may  chufe  to  fay, 
a*  to  the  eaie  of  immoral  opinions,  that  men  are  not  t» 
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he  difapproved  or  condemned  for  the  opihion  in  itfelff 
but  for  pre  fuming  to  att  in  confequence  of  it.  To  whichj 
I  anfwer,  That  if  any  man  will  prove  the  innocence  of 
forming  fuch  opinions,  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  with 
at  leaft  equal  evidence,  the  obligation  that  lies  upon  every: 
one  fo  perfuaded,  to  aft  according  to  his  light, 

5.  In  the  lad  place,  To  fuppofe  that  charity  is  the  fame: 
thing  with  forbearance,  and  yet  that  it  is  unlimited,  it 
&lf-contradi(tory,  and  impoffible,  in  many  inftances,  to 
be  put  in  practice.  True  Chriftian  charity  being  the  in- 
difpenfable  duty  of  all,  mull  at  lead  be  poffible  to  all,  and 
confident  with  every  other  duty.  Now,  to  believe  the 
fafety  of  the  date,  or  the  goodnefs  of  the  character  oftma* 
ny  perfons  for  whom  charity  is  pleaded,  may  be  to  fome 
abfolutely  impoffible.  They  may  have  a  convi&ion  of  the 
contrary  in  their  judgment.  They  may  think,  that  the 
fcripture  clearly  and  explicitly  commands  them  to  feparate 
from  fuch  people,  to  oppofe  and  deted  their  errors ;  and 
furely  there  are  many  much  more  abfurd  and  groundleft 
opinions  truly  entertained.  What  then  ihall  they  do  I 
The  fcripture  commands  them  to  contend  with  erroneous 
perfons;  and  if  they  do,  they  are  guilty  of  a  breach  of  cha* 
rity,  one  of  the  mod  eflfential  of  all  gofpel  duties ;  for  tho 
apodle  tells  us,  4l  Though  I  fpeak  with  the  tongue  of  men 
"  and  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  found- 
"  ing  brafs,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal." 

Thus,  I  hope  it  has  been  proved,  to  the  fattsfaftion  of 
all  impartial  perfons,  that  if  charity,  in  fcripture,  is  tha 
fame  thing  with  that  forbearance  we  owe  to  others  who 
differ  from  us,  it  mud  have  fome  bounds,  and  be  praifii 
or  blameworthy,  according  to  the  cafes  in  which  it  is  e&» 
ercifed.  If  it  be  alked,  Who  (hall  date  the  bounds  be* 
yond  which  it  is  pot  to  extend  ?  I  anfwer,  Every  one  for 
himfelf,  according  to  the  bed  of  his  own  judgment. 
Some  perhaps  will  contend  with,  or  judge  others,  for 
things  in  which  they  ought  to  forbear  them;  but  marty 
others  will  carry  their  forbearance  too  far,  and  retain  etw 
roneous  or  vicious  perfons  in  their  fociety,  when  they 
ought  to  expel  them*  For  this  there  is  no  remedy,  as  it  is 
the  confequence  of  the  wcaknek  of  human  nature,  and  n* 
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way  different  from  what  happens  as  to  every  duty  incur 
bent  on  us  as  men  or  ChritHans. 

II:  Let  ue  now  come  to  the  fecond  part  of  this  difcourfe, 
and  confider  what  reafon  there  is  to  to  believe,  that  charity 
in  fcripture,  is  a  duty  altogether  diflinft  from  forbearance, 
and  founded  on  diliinft  principles. 

One  general  confideration  will  go  nigh  to  prove  this  of 

elf,  viz.  That  forbearance,  as  has  been  {hewn  in  the 
ceding  pages,  hath  limits,  beyond  which  it  is  culpable; 
reas  charity  hath  none,  at  leaf:  as  to  its  objed.  There 
is  no  pcrfon  or  chara&er  that  can  be  conceived,  for  which 
we  are  allowed  to  be  without  charity.  With  refpeft  to 
forbearance,  the  objetl  of  it  is  clearly  pointed  out  in  the 
pillages  where  it  is  fpoken  of,  and  is  the  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  fmaller  matters,  viz,  the  lawfulness  or  nil- 
lawfulnefs  of  meats  and  drinks,  and  whether  certain  days 
were  holy  or  common.  But  there  is  no  paff;tge  in  which 
charity  is  fpoken  of,  that  gives  the  lea  It  hint,  or  indeed 
that  leaves  room  to  fuppofe  that  it  hath  any  limits  as  to 
its  objeft.  Charity,  we  are  told,  is  u  the  end,"  or  fum, 
4C  of  the  commandment."  And  indeed  it  is  the  fame 
thing  with  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  And 
in  the  explication  which  our  Lord  gives  of  the  fum  of  the 
fecond  table  of  the  law,  in  anfwer  to  that  queflion,  Who 
is  my  neighbor  ?  he  plainly  teaches  us  by  the  parable  of 
the  Samaritan,  that  all  men  are  our  neighbors.  There 
was  a  great  oppofiiion,  in  point  of  religion,  between  the 
Jews  and  Samaritans ;  yet  he  fhews  plainly,  that  this 
ought  not  to  oblirudl  the  exercife  of  charity,  in  the  true 
fenfe  of  that  word.  For  this  reafon,  I  think  it  highly  pro- 
bable, that  forbearance  is  different  from  charity  ;  the  one 
points  out  our  duty  to  our  fellow  Chriftians  in  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  other  includes  our  duty  to  our  fellow- 
creatures  at  all  times. 

This  will  be  confirmed,  by  reflecting  that  the  word  which, 
in  fome  places,  is  translated  charity,  is  the  fame,  in  all  other 
paflages  without  variation  in  any  one  of  them,  with  that 
is  tranflated  love,  agape  is  the  New  Tellament  word 
for  charity ,  which,  as  it  is  generally  tranilated  love,  fo  I  do 


Scripture  moaning  of  Charity.  38* 

not  fee  the  lead  reafon  for  altering  the  tranflation,  in  thofe 
places  where  charity  is  fubftituted  in  its  room.  Charity 
then  is  love ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  is  a  fincere  and  fervent  af- 
fe&ion  to  others,  and  a  defire  of  their  welfare,  temporal 
and  eternal.  This  not  only  may  confift  with,  bat  of  itfelf 
naturally  produces,  the  ftrongeft  abhorrence  of  their  wick* 
ed  principles,  and  the  deeped  concern  for  their  dangerous 
date.  There  is  a  great  affinity  between  the  fentiments  we 
ought  to  entertain  with  regard  to  error  and  vice.  Our 
love  to  vicious  perfons  ought  not  to  carry  in  it  any  appro- 
bation or  indulgence  of  their  vices,  and  far  lefs  any  belief 
of  the  fafety  of  their  (late ;  but  an  earned  concern  to  bring 
about  their  reformation.  In  the  fame  manner,  a  fincere 
and  fervent  charity  for  erroneous  perfons,  does  not  imply 
any  approbation  of  their  opinions,  or  fuppofition  of  their 
confiftency  with  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  but  an  earned  de- 
fire  10  recover  them,  if  poffible,  from  their  unhappy  delu- 
£on.  Nay,  though  a  man  be  fo  narrow- minded,  as  to 
judge  thofe  whom  he  ought  to  forbear,  it  may,  very  poffi- 
bly,  be  attended  with  no  breach  of  charity ;  becaufe  there 
may  be  as  much  love  to  his  neighbor  in  that  perfonY 
heart,  and  as  much  concern  for  his  welfare,  as  if  he  had 
feen  more  clearly  his  own  midake.  The  apodle  Paul 
calls  thefe  weak  perfons,  and  afcribes  their  conduit  to  the 
imperfe&ions  of  their  judgment.  It  was  the  drong,  or 
thofe  who  had  more  knowledge,  that  he  blamed,  as  not 
walking  charitably,  when  they  would  not  abdain  from 
meat,  to  prevent  their  brethren's  offence. 

It  will  be  an  additional  confirmation  of  this  meaning  of 
charity,  that  it  makes  the  feveral  duties  of  Chridians  at 
once  clear  and  intelligible,  and  confident  one  with  ano- 
ther, by  leaving  to  each  its  full  fcope,  and  its  proper  ob- 
ject. If  we  take  charity  in  the  fenfe  which  I  have  rejeft- 
ed,  there  will  be  a  continual  oppofition  between  zeal'  and 
charity;  and  in  proportion  as  you  increafe  in  any  one  of 
them,  you  mud  neceflarily  fail  in  the  other.  And  indeed 
this  feems  to  be  verified  inexperience;  for  thofe  who  ef- 
poufe  this  fort  of  charity,  do  frequently  fall  into  fo  cool  a 
date  in  point  of  zeal,  that  they  give  themfelves  little  trou- 
ble, either  in  inftrudling  the  ignorant,  or  reproving  the 
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vicious;  and  arc  not  backward  in  fiigmatizing  thofe,  as 
narrow -ininded  and  uncharitable,  who  do.  But  if  we 
take  charity  for  unfeigned  love,  then,  inJtead  of  oppofui- 
on,  there  is  the  mofl  perfe£t  harmony  between  one  duty 
and  another.  So  far  from  hindering,  or  even  limiting 
each  other  in  their  exercife,  they  ftrengthen  each  other  in 
principle,  and  cVireft  each  other  in  their  application. — 
The  more  fervent  love  I  have  for  my  fellow-creatures 
and  my  fellow-chriliians,  it  will  but  excite  my  zeal  to 
promote  tlicir  benefit,  by  endeavoring  to  convince  them 
of  any  dangerous  miilake,  and  deliver  them  from  the  do- 
minion of  every  vicious  practice.  At  the  fame  time,  this 
love  will  naturally  produce  forbearance,  where  it  is  law- 
ful and  proper ;  becaufe,  if  I  love  any  perfon  fincerely, 
X  will  judge  of  him  candidly,  and  not  impute  any  bad 
fentiment  or  pr  aft  ice  to  him  without  necefiky.  It  will 
prevent  us  front  interfering  with  others  where  we  ought 
not,  and  will  urge  us  to  activity  and  diligence  where  the 
cafe  fee  ms  really  to  call  for  it. 

This  fubjeft  may  be  well  illuflrated  by  parental  affec- 
tion* when  it  is  both  ftrong  in  its  principle,  and  well  di- 
rected in  its  exercife.  It  will  certainly  prevent  a  parent 
from  judging  hardly  of  his  children,  or  being  eafily  in- 
cenfed  againft  them,  on  wrong  or  doubtful  information : 
but  it  will  be  fo  far  from  making  him  think  favorably  of 
their  miftakes,  either  in  principle  or  practice,  that  the 
ijfiore  tender  his  love,  the  greater  his  concern  to  prevent 
their  being  milled,  or  to  recover  them  if  they  have  gone 
aftray.  Examples  to  be  fure  there  are  many,  of  a  fort  of 
love  in  parents  to  their  children,  that  operates  like  the 
falfe  charity  1  am  now  pleading  againft,  making  them 
blind  to  their  failings,  and  even  partial  to  their  crimes: 
but  I  think  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  all  fuch  partiality  and 
indulgence  is  aweaknefs,  inftead  of  a  virtue,  in  the  pa- 
rent, and  is  commonly  a  curfe,  inflead  of  a  bleffing,  to 
the  child.  To  have  juft  apprehenfions  of  the  feveral  du- 
ties of  the  Ghriftian  life,  we  muft  always  confider  their 
relation  to,  and  dependance  upon  one  another,  There 
are  fome  fins  oppofite  to,  and  deftrudlive  of  each  other; 
but  there  i$  no  truly  good  difppfition,  diat  is  not  pe.  rfe&ly 


Scripture  mtanfag  of  Charity.  3^ 

confident  with,  or  rather  that  does  not  improve  and 
ftrengthen  every  other.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  fcrip- 
ture,  the  duties  of  reproof  and  correction  are  frequently 
attributed  to  love  as  their  principle,  not  only  in  God,  but 
in  man :  "  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chaftifeth,  and 
**  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he  receiveth." — "  He  that 
w  fpareth  the  rod,  hateth  his  fon  ;  but  he  that  loveth  himf 
H  chafteneth  him  betimes." — u  Thou  (halt  not  hate  thy 
"  neighbor  in  thy  heart ;  but  flialt  in  any  wife  rebuke  him* 
*  and  not  fuffcr  fin  upon  him." 

Upon  the  whole,  fmce  this  interpretation  of  charity  is 
not  only  mod  agreeable  to  fcripture,  but  mod  confident 
with  itfelf,  and  with  every  other  branch  of  the  Chriftian 
charafter,  I  hope  it  will  be  received,  at  lead  fo  far  as  t<f 
leffen  the  cry  of  uncharitablenefs  againd  thofe  who,  front 
the  united  principles  of  love  to  God  and  man,  think  them- 
felves  obliged  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  grofs  error.  I 
plead  for  this  only  when  they  make  ufe  of  jud  and  lawful 
means,  and  aft  in  a  manner  becoming  Chridians,  in 
meeknefs  indru&ing  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves.  For 
though  I  have  fhewn,  that  true  charity  is  as  favorable  to 
zeal  as  to  forbearance,  and  to  both  alike  in  their  proper 
place,  I  am  fenfible  that  there  may  be  zeal  where  there 
is  little  or  no  charity;  and,  in  that  cafe,  it  will  Ihew  itfelf 
in  u  wrath,  drife,  feditions,  hereSes."  This  happens 
chiefly,  when  a  weak  perfon  who  judges  ralhly,  is  alfo  of 
an  envious  or  malicious  difpofition.  The  fird  of  thefe  may 
befometimes  without  the  other;  they  may,  however,  alfo 
be  joined  in  the  fame  perfon ;  and  then  it  will  certainly 
be  attended  with  "  confufion,  and  every  evil  work."  But 
when  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  departing  from  the  faitk 
to  the  perfons  themfelves,  and  the  danger  of  corrupt  doc- 
trine infe&ing  the  whole  lump,  induces  any  to  dand  up 
in  defence  of  the  truth,  to  oppofe  the  introduction  of  er- 
roneous teachers,  orto  attempt  the  expulfion  of  thofe  who 
have  crept  in  unawares;  let  them  be  called  unreafonaUe 
if  you  pleafe,  and  let  their  midake  be  pointed  out,  but 
}  beg  that  they  may  not  be  abufed  and  vilified  as  uncha- 
ritable. The  reafon  of  my  requed  is,  that  it  is  more  than 
probable  they  do  this  from  a  llrong  conviction,  that  they 


arc  obliged  to  it  by  the  exprefs  command  of  Chrifi-  I  de* 
dare  this  to  be  my  own  perfuafion,  after  the  mod  impar- 
tial fearch  of  the  icriptuxes  of  which  1  was  capable  ;  and 
certainly  ic  is  at  lead  poffible,  that  we  may  have,  notwith- 
Itandinp,  a  fervent  love  to  our  brethren,  and  a  deli  re  of 
their  welfare*  We  may  love  them  as  men,  even  when 
we  cannot  judge  them  to  be  faints;  and  we  may  iove 
them  as  Chriltians,  even  when  we  think  they  are  in  many 
things  to  be  blamed  ;  nay,  1  hope  we  may  heartily  forgive 
them  as  enemies,  notwithstanding  ail  their  bittcrnds  and 
rancor  againft  us.  But  if,  after  all,  this  requelt  cannot  be 
obtained;  if  we  cannot  alter  our  judgment,  and  they  will 
flill  infill  that  we  are  therefore  without  charity,  th.it  is  to 
Jay,  without  chriilianity ;  they  mult  uonids,  that  here  is 
one  opinion  which  they  will  nottoleiate,  and  to  whkb, 
in  their  own  fenfe,  no  charity  is  due- 
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Matthew  vii.  26. 

Wherefore,  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them* 

jTT1  VERY  one  who  hath  any  acquaintance  with  the 
J?  j  writings  of  infidels,  muft  know  that  there  is  no  to- 
pic on  which  they  infill  at  greater  length,  of  with  moit 
plaufibility,  than  the  innumerable  lefts  and  parties  into 
which  the  Chriftfan  world  is  divided.  With  what  appa- 
rent triumph  do  they  enlarge,  on  the  contradi&ory  tenets, 
which  different  perfons  profefs  to  found  upon  the  fame 
fcriptures,  their  violent  oppofition  otie  to  another,  and  the 
great  difficulty,  or  rathef  impoffibility  of  difcovering  truth, 
among  fa  many,  who  pretend  each  to  have  the  entire  and 
exclufive  pofleffion  of  iu 

Having  gone  thus  far,  it  is  eafy  and  natural  to  proceed 
one  Hep  farther,  and  affirm,  that  the  great  plurality  of 
every  denomination,  do  not  embrace  religion  in  general, 
or  the  tenets  of  their  own  fe£t  in  particular,  from  rational 
or  perfonal  conviction,  but  from  a  blind  imitation  of 
ethers,  or  an  attachment  to  one  or  a  few  d\^\tv^\^A 
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^aders,  whofe  authority  ts  flronger  than  all  other  evi- 
dence whatever.  Thus  is  religion,  at  once,  fuppofed  trus, 
and  yet  deftroyed ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  is  at  one  ftroke,  as  rt 
were,  annihilated,  in  almod  all  who  profefs  ir,  their  opi- 
nions, whatever  they  are  in  themfelves,  being  no  more 
than  implicit  faith  and  party  prejudice  in  thole  who  em- 
brace them* 

The  lame  vifible  Hate  of  the  world,  which  gives  occa* 
lion  of  triumph  to  the  enemies  of  religion,  gives  often,  no 
fmall  uneafinefs  and  anxiety  toils  friends,  particularly  to 
the  bell  and  mad  difpaffionate  of  every  parly*  Serious 
and  confeieutious  perfons,  when  ihey  reflect  upon  the  di~ 
vifions  that  prevail,  when  they  are  witnefles  to  the  conten- 
tion and  mutual  accufation  of  different  parties,  are  ready 
to  be  overwhelmed  with  melancholy  upon  the  profpefb,  as 
well  as  involved  in  doubt  and  perplexity,  as  to  what 
courfe  they  themfelves  Ihould  hold.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  perfons  of  every  rank,  in  this  fituation,  not  only 
thofc  of  better  education,  who  are  able  to  take  an  ex  ten- 
five  view  of  the  (late  of  things,  in  this  and  in  preceding 
iges;  but  alfo  thole  of  lefs  knowledge?  and  comprehenfu 
on,  when  any  violent  debates  happen  to  fall  within  the 
fphere  of  their  own  obfervation. 

Thefe  reafons  have  induced  me  to  make  choice  of  the 
paflage  now  read  as  the  fubjedl  of  difcourfe  at  this  time.  It 
contains  the  rule  to  which  our  Saviour  appeals  in  his  con- 
tfoverfy  with  the  Pharifees,  and  by  which  he,  once  and 
sigain,  delires  that  their  pretcniions  may  be  judged.  I 
apprehend  from  the  context,  that  it  is  equally  applicable 
to  their  chara£ters  and  their  principles,  their  integrity  be- 
fore God  in  their  offices  of  teachers  of  others,  and  the 
Ibundnefs  of  their  doftrine  as  to  its  efledts  upon  thofe  who 
ihould  receive  it.  Thefe  two  things  are,  indeed,  in  a 
great  meafure  connected  together,  or  rather  they  are  mu- 
tually involved  in  one  another,  though  it  is  poflible,  and, 
in  fome  few  cafes,  profitable,  to  make  a  diftindtion  be- 
tween them. 

What  is  further  propofed,  through  the  affiftance  of  di- 
vine grase,  in  the  profecution  of  this  fubjedt,  is, 
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T.  To  (how,  that  the  rule  here  given  by  our  Saviour  fe 
the  beft  that  could  have  been  given,  and  that  it  is  fufficU 
ent  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  error. 

II.  That  this  is  in  fa&  the  rule  by  which  all  good  men, 
and,  indeed,  mankind  in  general,  fo  far  as  they  are  fincere, 
do  judge,  of  religious  principles  and  pretenfions. 

ftl.  To  cJonclude  with  feme  reflections  on  the  fubjeQ 
for  the  benefit  both  of  minifters  and  people. 
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In  the  firft  place  then  it  is  propofed  to  (how,  That  the 
rule  here  given  by  our  Saviour  is  die  beft  that  could  have 
been  given,  and  that  it  is  fufficient  to  diftinguifh  truth 
from  error.  To  lay  a  foundation  for  this,  it  will  be  ne~ 
ceflkry  to  begin  by  fettling,  in  as  precife  a  manner  as  pof* 
fible,  the  meaning  of  the  rule,  and  to  what  cafes  it  can  be 
juftly  applied.  u  Ye  fhall  know  them  by  their  fruits," 
faith  our  Saviour. — That  is  to  fay,  when  any  perfon  af- 
iumes  the  charadter  of  a  divine  teacher,  and  propofes  any 
thing  to  your  belief,  as  from  God,  fee  whether  its  fruits 
be  really  fuitable  to  its  pretenfions :  particularly  you  are 
to  lay  down  this  as  a  principle,  that,  as  he  is  holy  in  his 
nature,  every  thing  that  proceeds  from  him  mult  be  holy 
in  its  tendency,  and  produce  holinefs  as  its  fruit.  Irt 
proportion  as  you  fee  this  effedt  in  him  who  teaches  it, 
and  tbofe  who  embrace  it,  fo  receive  it  as  true,  or  rejeft/^ 
k  as  falfe. 

By  laying  down  the  rule  in  thefe  terms,  I  do  not  mean 
lo  deny,  that,  when  a  revelation  is  firft  propofed  as  from 
God,  or  when  the  credit  of  fuch  revelation  in  general  is 
examined,  miracles  are  a  diftinft  and  conclufive  proof  of  a 
divine  commiflion.  I  am  perfuaded  that  nothing  is  more 
vague  and  indeterminate,  and  at  the  fame  time,  a  more 
manifeft  inverting  the  natural  order  of  things,  than  to  fay 
with  fome,  We  muft  judge  of  the  truth  of  a  miracle  by  the 
nature  of  the  do&rine  in  fupport  of  which  it  is  wrought ; 
and,  if  this  laft  is  worthy  of  God,  we  may  then  admit  the 
honorary  teftimony  of  the  mighty  work  in  its  behalf.— 
They  do  not  attend  to  the  great  ignorance  of  man  in  all 
Spiritual  and  divine  things  without  revelation,  and  to  the* 


bolduefs  of  human  pride,  who  fpeak  in  this  manner*  I 
would  rather  include  this  as  one  of  the  proper  fruits  of  $ 
divine  c.oinmiflton  to  teach  any  new  doftrine,  that  figns 
be  given  of  a  fuperior  power  accompanying  the  prophet 
Thus  we  fee  the  Jews  made  this  demand  of  our  Saviour, 
u  What  fign  ihewett  thou  then,  that  we  may  fee  and  be- 
f1  Iieve  thee  ?  What  doft  thou  worki'7a  It  is  true,  in 
fome  inflances,  when,  alter  many  miracles,  they  pcrfillcd 
in  afldng  new  iigns  of  their  own  devifmg,  he  condemns 
their  obdinacy  and  refufes  to  gratify  it.  Not withf landing 
this,  we  find  him  often  appealing,  to  his  works  as  an  al- 
teration of  the  truth  of  his  miffion  :  thus  he  fays,  "Be- 
11  lieve  me  that  I  am  in  the  Father  and  the  Father  in  me, 
"  or  elfe  believe  me  for  tlie  very  work's  fnke."£  A\u\ 
elfewhere,  "  If  I  had  not  done  among  them  the  works  that 
14  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  fin  :  but  now 
**  they  have  both  feenf  and  hated  both  me  and  my  Fa* 
4t  iher.'V  Agreeably  to  this,  we  find  Nicodemus  draw- 
ing the  conclufioa,  H  Rabbi,  we  know  thou  art  a  teacher 
"  come  from  God,  for  no  man  can  do  the  miracles  that 
**  thou  dofl,  except  God  be  with  mm"d 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  this  muft  be  infepa- 
rably  joined  with  a  purity  of  charafter,  and  fandlity  of 
purpole.  When  thefe  are  wanting,  it  gives  the  julleft 
ground  of  fufpicion,  leads  to  the  ftri&eft  examination  of 
miraculous  pretentions,  and  will  certainly  end  in  the  dii- 
covery  of  fuch  as  are  falfe.  For  this  is  the  very  excel- 
lence  of  the  rule  laid  down  by  our  Saviour,  that,  though 
reafon  may  be  very  unfit  to  pafs  an  independent  judg- 
ment upon  truth  and  error,  confcicnce  may,  with  little 
danger  of  millake,  rejeft  what  is  evil,  and  yield  its  ap- 
probation to  what  is  good. 

But  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view  is,  that  fuppofing  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel  in  general,  particular  opinions  ami 
practices  mufl  be  tried  in  this  manner.  As  the  gofpel  is 
allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  a  dedrine  according  to  godli- 
ness, when  differences  ariie,  and  each  oppolke  fide  pre- 
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tends  to  have  the  letter  of  the  law  in  its  favor,  the  great 
rule  of  decifjon  is,  which  doth  mod  immediately  and  mod 
certainly,  promote  piety  and  holinefs  in  all  manner  of 
converfation.  In  this  way  every  doftrinal  opinion,  every 
form  of  government,  and  every  rite  and  praftice  in  wor* 
ftiip,  may  be  brought  to  the  teft,  and  tried  by  its  fruits. 

-As  opinions,  fo  chara&ers,  mud  be  tried  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  truth  of  this,  though  defending  particular  y 
mention,  is  included  in,  or  is  but  a  part  and  branch  of  the 
other.  To  pafs  a  judgment  on  particular  chara&ers  is  of 
very  fmall  moment,  or  rather,  a  peremptory  decifion  of 
this  kind  is  both  unneceffary  and  improper,  unlefs  when 
it  is  of  weight  in  a  caufe.  It  is  only  prophets  and  teach* 
ers  that  fell  to  be  fingly,  or  perfonally  tried,  becaufe  they 
pre  fuppofed  to  exhibit,  in  their  own  practice,  an  exam* 

{)le  of  the  force  and  influence  of  their  principles.  If  on 
.  hem  they  have  no  effedt  that  is  good,  there  is  not  the  lead 
pretence  for  infifting  that  others  fhould  embrace  them. 

Nothing  farther  feems  neceffary  by  way  of  explication 
of  this  rule,  fave  to  obferve  from  the  context,  that  fair  and 
plaufible  pretence?,  either  of  opinions  or  chara&ers,  muft 
be  examined  with  particular  care,  as  being  mod  ready  to 
deceive ;  and  the  trial  mud  be  more  by  fa&s  than  by  rea- 
soning, a$  is  implied  in  the  very  language  ufed  in  the  text, 
44  By  their  fruits  ye  lhall  know  them."  

The  excellency  of  this  rule  may  be  comprehended  tin- 
der  the  two  following  particulars,  id,  Its  certainty.  2dly, 
Its  perfpicuity. 

The  fird  of  thefe  will  admit  of  little  difpute.  As  God 
is  infinitely  holy  in  his  own  nature,  every  difcovery  that 
he  has  made  to  any  of  his  creatures,  mud  carry  this  im- 
preffion  upon  it,  and  have  a  tendency  to  promote  holinefs 
in  them.  And,  as  this  is  manifeftly  the  defign  of  the  fa- 
cred  oracles,  and  that  fyftem  of  divine  truth  which  they 
contain,  every  thing  by  way  of  opinion,  or  pradtice,  that 
pretends  to  derive  its  authority  from  them,  may  lawfully 
be  tried  by  this  rule,  Will  it  make  us  more  holy  than  be-^-— 
fore  ? 

It  is  of  moment  here  to  obferve,  that  this  rule  hath  a 
deep  and  folic!  foundation.    It  proceeds  upon  the  fuppod- 
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lion,  that  all  natural  are  inferior  to  mora!  qualities;  that 
even  the  nobteft  intellectual  abilities  are  only  fo  far  valua- 
ble, as  they  are  fubfervient  to  moral  perfection ;  or  in 
other  words,  that  truth  is  in  order  to  goodnefs.  It  is  not 
(as  has  been  often  faid)  in  his  Almighty  power*  his  infi- 
nite wifdom,  or  the  itnmenfity  of  his  being,  that  the  glory 
of  God  chiefly  confifts,  but  in  his  immaculate  holinefs  and 
fpotlefs  purity-  Each  part  of  the  divine  charafler,  in- 
deed, derives  a  lu fire  from  the  other..  It  is  the  union  of 
greatnefs  and  goodnefs,  that  makes  him  truly  GocL  His 
moral  excellence  becomes  infinite  in  value  and  efficacy 
by  refiding  in  an  infinite  objeft.  But  if  it  were  poffible 
to  feparate  his  natural  perfection  from  his  moral  excel- 
lence, or  could  we  fuppofe  them  joined  to  malignity  of 
difpofition,  he  would  be  the  proper  objett  {Itt  us  fpeak 
it  with  reverence)  not  of  fupreme  love,  but  of  infinite  de- 
tc Ration - 

This  is  more  than  fufficient  to  fupport  the  order  in 
which  things  are  reprefented  above,  and  fhow*  that  its 
moral  influence  is  the  proper  touchflone  and  trial  of  reli- 
gious truth.  Thefe  do&rine*  only  come  from  God,  which 
tend  to  form  us  after  the  divine  image.  Thus  far,  per- 
haps, all  will  allow  it  to  be  true;  at  lead  the  aflertion  is 
common.  But  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  this  neceflarily 
fuppofes  the  Jure  and  infallible  efficacy  of  real  truth  in 
promoting  holinefs,  and  the  infufficiency  of  error  and 
falfhood  for  this  purpofe.  If  thefe  were  not  both  alike 
certain,  the  rule  would  be  equivocal  and  abfurd.  If  men 
by  believing  lies  could  attain  to  unfeigned  goodnefs  and 
true  holinefs,  then  their  moral  effett  could  not  in  the 
lead  ferve  to  dillinguifli  between  truth  and  error.  It  is 
no  lefs  plain  that  if  fo  abfurd  a  Aippofuion  is  admitted  but 
for  a  moment,  the  value  of  truth  is  wholly  deftroyed,  and 
no  wife  man  will  employ  his  time  and  pains  in  endavor- 
■-JD&  to  difcover,  to  communicate,  or  to  defend  it. 

The  other  particular  comprehended  under  the  excel- 
lence of  this  rule,  is  its  perfpicuity  ;  That,  it  is  not  only 
fure  and  infallible  in  itfclf,  but  capable  of  an  eafy  applica- 
tion by  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  ufe  it.  Here,  if  any 
where,  there  is  room  for  doubt  and  difput&tion.     Here,  it 
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may  be  pledged,  all  the  confufion  and  uncertainty  returns, 
which  was  before  complained  of,  and  for  which  a  remedy 
was  required.  Men  wHl  ftill  differ  in  their  opinions  as  to 
what  is  true  goodnefs.  Befides,  they  will  ftill  debate  the 
fincerity  of  many  pretentions,  and  the  reality  of  many 
appearances ;  and,  as  art  and  hypocrify  will  always  bo 
ufed  on  the  one  hand,  delufion  mud  be  the  unavoidable 
confequence  on  the  other. 

This,  however,  is  no  more  than  the  neceffary  confe* 
quence  of  human  imperfection.  It  cannot  be  denied,  and 
it  may,  without  any  hefitation,  be  confeffed,  that  men  ar* 
liable  to  err,  and  that  many  have  erred  in  the  application 
of  this  rule.  But,  who  can  from  thence  juftly  infer,  that 
it  is  not  of  fufficient  clearnefs,  to  diredt  thofe  who  will 
honeftly  make  ufe  of  it,  and  to  lay  the  error  of  thofe  who 
are  mifled  entirely  at  their  own  door  1 

It  pleafed  God  to  write  his  law  upon  the  heart  of  man 
at  firft.  And  the  great  lines  of  duty,  however  obfeured 
by  our  original  apoftacy,  are  ftill  fo  vifible,  as  to  afford  ail 
opportunity  of  judging,  what  conduct  and  practice  is,  of 
is  not  agreeable  to  its  dictates*  It  will  be  found  from  ex* 
perience,  that  men  are  able  to  determine  on  this  point, 
with  far  greater  certainty,  than  on  any  other  fubjedt  of 
religion :  that  is  to  fay,  they  can  perceive  the  excellency 
of  the  end,  when  they  are  in  much  doubt  about  the  means,  ^ 
in  themfelves,  or  feparately  confidered. 

Such  authority  hath  natural  confeience  ftill  in  man, 
that  it  renders  thofe  who,  in  their  own  conduft,  defpife 
its  reproofs,  inexcufeable  in  the  fight  of  God. a  But  it  is* 
of  importance  in  the  prefent  argument  to  obferve,  that 
every  one  is  able  to  pal's  a  far  furer  judgment  on  the  mo- 
ral  character  of  another,  than  his  own.  The  pollution 
of  the  heart  brings  a  corrupt  bias  on  the  judgment,  in  a 
man's  own  cafe,  and  makes  him  palliate  and  defend  thofe 
fins,  to  which  he  is  lirongly  inclined,  or  of  which  he  hath 
been  already  guilty  :  whereas  in  determining  the  charac- 
ters of  others,  this  bias  is  lefs  fenfibly  felt.  This  is  per- 
haps the  true  and  only  reafon  why  any  deference  is  paid 
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to  virtue  as  praife- Worthy,  by  thofe  who  arc  enemiei  to  It 
in  their  hearts,  or  any  public  honor  and  refpe£t  given  to 
the  fervice  of  God  in  the  world,  where  fo  great  a  majority 
are  evidently  in  the  interefts  of  another  matter. 

One  lingular  excellence  of  this  rule  is,  its  being  the 
in  oil  umverfalty  intelligible.  It  is  level  to  the  capacity 
of  men  of  all  degrees  of  understanding.  There  is  little 
difference,  if  any,  in  this  refpett,  between  the  wife  and 
the  unwife,  the  learned  and  the  ignorant  Perhaps  this 
circumttance  alone  ought  to  give  it,  in  juflice,  the  prefe- 
rence, to  every  other teft  of  religious  truth,  Religion  id 
the  concern  of  all  alike,  and  therefore,  what  relates  to  it 
IhooM  be  open  to  all.  It  was  the  character,  and  the  glo- 
ry of  the  gofpel,  at  its  fir  ft  publication,  that  it  was  preaclr- 
cd  to  the  poor.  And  by  this  it  is  (till  diflinguiJhcd,  not 
c>nly  from  many  or  'molt  falfe  religions,  but  efpecially 
from  thofe  phi  tofoph  teal  f peculations,  in  which  the  ene- 
mies of  all  religion  place  their  chief  ftrength.  When  we 
penile  ft  fyfteni  or  theory  of  moral  virtue,  the  principles 
*)f  which  are  very  refined,  or  the  reafoning  upon  it  ab- 
ftrafted  and  above  the  coinprdicnfion  of  the  vulgar,  it 
may  be  ingenious,  but  it  carries  in  itfelf  a  demonllration* 
that,  becaufe  it  is  unfit,  it  could  never  be  intended  for 
general  ufe. 

7  Here  then,  lies  the  great  advantage  of  the  rule  laid 
down  by  our  Saviour.  The  bulk  of  mankind,  thofe  of 
lower  rank,  and  even  thofe  among  them  of  weakeft  or 
lead  cultivated  undcrfianding,  are  able  to  judge  of  the  ef- 
fects of  principles,  or  to  fee  the  beauty  of  an  excellent 
character,  when  they  are  not  able  to  examine  a  dodlrine, 
or  apprehend  the  reafoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.—* 
The  chelates  of  confeience  are  often  immediate  and  clear, 
_lUien  the  deductions  of  reafon  are  long  and  involved.  'Yd 
make  intricate  refearches  in  theory,  requires  great  natu- 
ral abilities,  which  are  the  portion  of  very  few  :  but  to 
jud^e  of  a  vifible  character  requires  only  an  impartial 
fenfc  of  right  and  wrong.  Of  this  the  plain  man  is  as 
fufceptible  as  the  moll  acute  by  nature,  or  the  moft  en- 
Ii£htencd  by  education.  In  God  Almighty,  infinite  know- 
k(]gc  and  infinite  holinefs  are  united,  and,  we  have  rea- 
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Con  to  think,  that  in  their  pqrfedlion  they  are  infeparable* 
But  we  know,  by  experience,  that  they  do  not  bear  an 
$xa&  proportion  to  one  another  in  inferior  natures,  at  leaft4 
among  finful  creatures.  There  may  be,  and  there  often 
is  great  virtue  and  goodnefs  in  a  mean  capacity,  and 
great  depravity  in  perfons  oif  eminent  ability. 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  is  plain,  that  this  rule  of 
trying  a  do&rine  by  its  effetts,  as  a  tree  by  its  fruits,  may 
be  applied  by  the  meaneft  as  wellas  the  greateft,  and 
with  as  jittle  danger  of  miftake.  Perhaps  it  might  have 
keen  fafely  affirmed  with  lefs  danger  of  miifcke.  Great 
intellectual  abilities,  and  great  natural  advantages  .of  eve- 
ry kind,  are  very  ready  to  fwell  the  mind  with  pride  and 
felf  conceit,  than  which  no  difpofition  is  in  itfelf  more 
odious  in  the  fight  of  God,  or  more  unfavorable  to  the  dif- 
fcovery  of  truth.  This  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  experi- 
ence, and  it  is  plainly  the  view  given  us  of  our  prefent 
fiate  in  the  holy  Scriptures.  Thus  the  apoftle  Paul  faysf 
<4  Ye  fee  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wife 
%l  men  after  the  flefh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble 
44  are  called.  But  God  hath,  chofen  the  foolifli  things  of 
41  the  world,  to  confound  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen 
"  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things 
"  which  are  mighty,  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and 
4^  things  which  are  defpifed  hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and 
44  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  thiqgs  that  ares 
4}  that  no  flefh  Ihould  glory  in  his  prefence."**  For  the 
very  fame  thing  we  find  our  blefied  Redeemer  adoring  the 
depth  and  fovereignty  of  divine  Providence,  irf  the  follftw- 
ing  terms,  "In  that  hour  Jefus  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and 
1%  fakl,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
"  that  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  pru- 
41  dent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  bates :  even  fo,  Fa- 
44  ther,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."£ 

Miftakes,  however,  after  all  there  will  be,  and  fome 

differences  even  among  the  beft  ;  but,  from  this  very  cir- 

cumftance,  I  derive  another  great  excellence  of  the  above 

rule  laid  down,  that,  it  is  not  only  the  teft  of  truth  for  » 
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man's  felf,  but  themeafure  of  forbearance  with  regard  tor 
cHhers.  By  carefully  examining  their  Fruits,  men  may 
not  only  be  directed  what  to  embrace,  and  what  capital 
and  fundamental  errors  wholly  to  fejeft,  but  alio  in  what 
particulars  to  exercife  mutual  forbearance*  and,  though 
fmaller  differences  ftil!  fubfift,  to  receive  one  another  to 
the  glory  of  God.  If  in  any  perfan  or  perfons,  of  what- 
ever party,  you  perceive  the  fpirit  of  true  and  undefiltd 
iteligion,  they  are  accepted  of  God,  and  ihould  not  be 
Condemned  by  you-  This  ought  not,  in  jtiftice,  to  in* 
iluce  you  to  approve  or  embrace  every  one  of  (heir  prin- 
ciples, or  every  part  of  their  pr  aft  ice,  of  which  perhaps 
you  have  feen  or  felt  tl>e  bad  tendency  ;  yet  fhould  it  en- 
gage you  to  love  them  with  unfeigned  affeftion  as  finceref 
f hough,  in  fome  meafure,  mtftaken  fervants  of  our  com- 
mon Lord. 

-  I  hftp?  it  appears  from  the  preceding  obferva lions,  that 
this  rule,  of  trying  every  principle  or  profeffion  by  its 
fruits,  is  the  belt  that  could  have  been  given.  It  is  cer- 
tain and  infallible  in  hfclf,  and  we  are  lefs  liable  to  mif- 
take  in  the  uie  of  it,  than  of  any  other.  There  feems,  in. 
deed,  to  be  an  exa&  analogy  between  this  rule  in  religious 
matters,  and  reafon  in  our  common  and  civil  concerns. 
Reafon  is  the  belt  guide  and  director  of  human  life.  There 
is  certainly  an  eflential  difference  between  wiidom  and 
folly,  in  the  nature  of  things.  They  are  alfo  fenfibly  op- 
pofite  to  one  another  in  their  extremes.  Innumerable 
actions,  however,  there  are,  or  modes  of  adtion,  of  a  more 
doubtful  and  difputable  nature,  as  to  the  wifdom  or  weak- 
nefs  of  which,  harldly  any  two  men  would  be  entirely  of 
the  fame  opinion.  Let  the  enemy  of  religion  make  the 
application,  who  denies  its  reality,  becaufe  ail  good  men 
are  not  of  the  fame  mind;  or  becaufe  there  are  different 
parties  and  profeffions,  who  oppofe  one  another  in  fome 
opinions  and  pradlices.  He  aits  juli  the  fame  part,  as 
lie,  who  feeing  the  differences  of  judgment  among  men, 
upon  almoft  every  fubjeft  that  falls  under  their  delibera- 
tion, fhould  renounce  the  ufe  of  reafon,  or  denv  that  there 
is  in  nature,  any  fuch  thing. 
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We  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  to  fhow, 
That  the  rule  above  explained  and  defended,  is  that  by 
which,  in  fatt,  all  ferious  perfons,  and  indeed,  mankind 
in  genera],  h  far  as  they  are  fincere,  do  judge  of  religious 
principles  and  pretenfions. 

By  ferious  perfons,  I  underftand  all  thofe  who  are  truly 
religious,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  who  have  only  a  nominal 
and  cuftomary  profeffion.  If  we  would  fpeak  with  precis 
fion,  or  reafon  in  a  juft  and  conclufive  manner,  we  muft 
keep  this  diftinttion  conftantly  in  view.  Nothing  does 
more  harm  to  any  caufe,  than  a  treacherous  friend,  or 
bofom  enemy :  and  nothing  does  more  hurt  to  the  intereft 
of  religion,  than  its  being  loaded  with  a  great  number,, 
who,  for  many  obvious  reafons,  aflume  the  form,  while 
they  are  (Irangers  to  the  power  of  it.  The  fallacy  of 
almoft  all  the  reafonings  of  infidels  lies  here.  They  con- 
fider  religion  as  anfwerable  for  all  the  hypocrify  of  thofe 
who  profefs  it,  and  all  the  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  havtf 
not  renounced  the  profeffion  ;  as  if  in  order  to  its  being 
true,  it  muft  be  impoflible  for  any  to  counterfeit  it  If 
that  were  the  cafe,  no  thanks  would  be  due  to  impartial 
enquiry.  All  color  of  objection  being  taken  away,  the 
aflent  would  not  be  yielded,  but  compelled.  This,  doubt- 
lefs,  the  prefumptuous  wifdom  of  man  ordinarily  dictates, 
but  according  to  the  fuperior  wifdom  of  God  u  offences 
"  muft  come"  and  "  herefies  alfo,  that  they  that  are  ap-. 
44  proved  may  be  made  maniCed."  _ 

Suppofing,  therefore,  the  important  diftindtion  between 
real  and  nominal  Chriftians,  all  of  the  fir  ft  charatter,  of 
every  age,  and  of  every  party,  are  fo  far  from  being  under 
the  influence  of  implicit  faith,  that  they  try  the  truth  by 
its  fruits,  and  adhere  to  it  for  its  effe&s.  There  is  fome- 
thing  more  in  the  cafe  of  every  good  man,  than  barely  a 
rational  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  religion  in  general,  from 
the  arguments  adduced  to  fupport  it.  The  truths  of  the 
gofpel  give  him  fuch  a  view  of  himfelf,  and  his  own  ftate; 
as  experience  fliews  him  to  be  true.  In  the  gofpel  he 
finds  a  remedy  propofed  for  his  guilt  and  mifery,  which, 
befides  all  the  other  evidences  of  its  divine  original,  is  ex- 
actly fuited  to  his  felt  condition.    Add  to  both  thefe,  that 
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fte  immediately  experiences  its  happy  efieft,  not  only  in 
laying  the  befl  foundation  for  his  peace,  but  in  operating 
a  thorough  change  in  his  h^art  and  life.  Thus  hath  every 
real  Chrifiian,  an  inward  and  experimental  proof  of  the 
truth  of  thegofpel,  not  contrary,  but  fuperior  to,  flronger 
and  more  liable  than  any  fpeculattve  reafoning.  In  this 
fenfewe  are  to  underfland  the  words  of  the  apotUe  John, 
"  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  witnefs  in 
u  himielfi'ra  This  is  common  to  ail  real  believers  of 
whatever  denomination,  who  not  only  are  perfectly  agreed 
in  the  effentiah  of  religion,  but  much  more  agreed  in 
tvtry  thing  material,  than  they  tbemlelves  either  clearly 
apprehend,  or  are  willing  to  eonfefs. 

So  far  every  good  mart  muft  be  acquitted  from  the 
charge  of  implicit  faith ;  we  may  adopt  concerning  all 
inch  the  words  of  our  Saviour  to  Peter,  "lileifed  art  thou, 
M  Simon  Barjona :  For  fleih  and  blood  hath  not  revealed 
**  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,1^— 
It  is  no  lefs  plain,  that  in  every  thing  that  is  fuppofed  to 
jnake  a  part  of,  or  that  hath  any  connexion  with  religion, 
they  may  judge  by  iht  fame  rule.  In  all  thefe  modes  of 
opinion  in  leffer  matters,  in  all  thefe  circumftances  which 
ferve  to  diftinguifti  one  fe£t  from  another,  though  they 
may  determine  in  different,  nay,  in  oppofite  ways,  yet 
they  all  proceed  upon  the  fame  general  rule,  viz.  the  in- 
fluence which  fuch  difputed  point  has,  as  a  means,  upon 
the  fubftance  and  end  of  all  religion.  This  appears  from 
the  reafoning  on  each  fide,  in  all  religious  difputes.  This 
principle  as  common  to  both  is  often  exprefsly  mentioned, 
and  always  manifeflly  implied  that  thofe  cloftrines,  or 
that  way  of  ex  pre  fling  do&rines,  and  thofe  practices, 
which  are  in  fad  moll  conducive  to  holinefs,  are,  and 
for  that  very  reafon  muft  be,  molt  agreeable  to  the  will  of 
God. 

But  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view  is,  to  fliow,  that  this 
appears  from  the  very  fact  ufually  broftght  to  prove  that 
the  religion  of  almoft  all  mankind  is  no  better  than  impli- 
cit faith.  The  fa£l  I  mean  is,  that  the  bulk  of  mankind 
is  greatly  fwayed  in  the  choice  of  opinion,  by  the  authority 
a   1   John  v.  9.  b  Matt.  xn.   17. 
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,jan(J  example  of  others.  This,  indeed,  does  not  hold  f<» 
generally  as  is  commonly  fuppofed.  We  have  feen  above, 
ithat  it  doth  not  hold,  with  regard  to  the  fubdance  of  reli- 
gion, in  any  good  man ;  for  in  this  he  will  call  no  man 
mailer  on  earth.  But  even  when  it  does  hold,  it  is,  per- 
haps, not  To  blameable  as  many  are  apt  to  imagine.  Let 
it  be  admitted  then,  that,  in  many  inftances,  it  is  the  au- 
thority and  example  of  men,  more  than  any  other  reafon 
that  determines  the  judgment.  Let  it  be  admitted,  that 
this  is  the  cafe  with  the  bulk  of  mankind,  and  even  in 
fome  meafure  with  the  belt.  I  mud  be  allowed  to  afk, 
what  is  it  that  procures  thefe  perfons  fuch  authority  ? . 
.What  is  it  that  fird  begins,  eftablifhes,  or  perpetuates 
their  influence  ?  Nothing  elfe,  but  the  real  or  apparent 
fan&ity  of  their  character.  In  vain  will  a  profligate,  dt 
one  manifeltly  deftitute  of  perfonal  worth,  fet  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  party,  or  attempt  to  draw  away  difciples  af- 
ter him.  It  is  the  fuppofed  piety  and  probity  of  the  per- 
ron, that  gives  weight  to  his  example,  and  force  to  hfs 
precepts.  This  weighs  more  with  the  foberferious  part 
pf  mankind,  and,  indeed,  with  mankind  in  general,  than 
the  greateft  intellectual  abilities,  and  otherwife  mod  ad- 
mired talents.  Whoever  has  acquired  a  great  reputation 
for  piety  and  fincerity,  will,  with  little  art,  or  rather  no 
art  at  all,  nay,  without  fo  much  as  intending  it,  bring  his 
principles  and  prattice  into  repute.  At  the  fame  time, 
tone  of  a  contrary  charadter,  with  all  the  powers  of  elo- 
quence, and  every  other  outward  advantage,  fhall  fail  in 
.attempting  to  perfuade. 

Now  what  is  this,  but  that  mankind  proceed  mainly  in 
their  judgment,  upon  the  >-ery  rule  which  I  have  endea- 
vored to  (how  is  the  bed  they  could  have  chofen.  Thejr 
try  principles  by  their  effefts,  as  a  tree  by  its  fruits. 
Wherever  they  fee  the  bed  man,  they  conclude  that  he 
mud  be  actuated  by  the  mod  excellent  as  well  as  the  mod 
powerful  principles.  The  multitude,  or  lower  clafs  of 
mankind,  are  ufually  the  fcorn  of  half-thinkers  and  fuper- 
ticial  reafoners,  for  this  attachment  to  perfons.  But  were 
a  com  pari  Ton  faithfully  made  between  the  feveral  motives 
of  choice  in  different  claffes,  there  would  be  no  great  cauCe 


3y3 


The  Trial  of  Religious  Truth 


of  triumph.  When  we  confider  how  unfit  the  plurality  of 
mankind  are  to  judge  in  an  intricate  debate,  darkened, 
perhaps,  by  llie  art  and  fubtilty  of  ihole  who  handle  itf 
we  fliall  find  they  are  little,  if  at  all,  to  blame.     In  one 


doubt, 


by 


be  faiil  to  be  actuated 
plicit  faith,  but  in  truth,  ;  nd  at  bottom,  they  are  follow- 
ing the  wifeii  and  mod  faltttary  of  all  moral  maxims* 

A  furvey  of  the  hiilory,  either  of  religion  in  general,  or 
of  the  ChriftUn  icligion  in  particular,  would  fet  this  mat- 
sr  in  the  cleareft  light-  But  little  of  this  kind  can  tome 
within  the  limits  of  a  Angle  difcourfe.  I  fl>all  not  there* 
fore  flay  to  mention  the  retired  manner  of  life,  and  pre- 
tended lanfttiy  of  the  inventors  of  the  heathen  idolatry, 
though  it  may  be  applied  to  this  fubjed ;  and  would  ferve 
to  fliew  the  univerial  fenfe,  and  general  expectation  of 
mankind.  There  is  a  faying  of  an  eminent  and  violent 
enemy  of  the  Chrillian  faith,  "  That  gravity  is  of  the  very 
"eiTence  of  impodure,"  This  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  per* 
verted  view,  and  malicious  reprefentation  of  the  general 
truth,  that  apparent  fan£lity  is  necefiary  to  efUbli/h  any 
facrecl  authority.  But  is  there  any  thing  more  unquesti- 
onable, or  that  hath  been  more  frequently  obferved,  than 
that  the  vi&ory  of  truth  over  error,  in  the  firft  ages  of 
Chridianity,  was  much  more  owing  to  the  finning  piety 
of  the  primitive  Chrillians  in  general,  together  with  the 
patience  and  conftancy  of  the  martyrs,  than  to  any  other 
means.  Reaibn  may  convince  the  underltanding,  but 
example  feizes  and  keeps  pofieflion  of  the  heart.  It  was 
the  eminent  piety  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  faints  in  former 
au;es,  which  attrafted  fuch  veneration  and  love  from  the 
multitude,  as  foon  proceeded  to  a  criminal  excels.  Not 
content  with  imitating  the  amiable  example  of  thole  whom 
they  held  in  fuch  efteem,  by  a  natural  affociation  they 
affixed  a  fan&ity  to  relics,  and  this  produced  a  variety  of 
fu perditions  practices,  I  cannot  alfo  help  being  of  opini- 
on, that  it  was  the  fevere  and  mortified  lives  of  many  of 
the  retired  devotees  in  the  Romilh  church,  that  kept  that 
corrupt  body  in  credit  for  fome  ages  longer  than  it  could 
have  otherwiie  continued. 


by  its  Moral  Influence.  399 

On  the  other  hand,  who  does  not  know,  that  the  mod 
formidable  and  fuccefsfuf  attacks  made  by  the  reformer* 
on  that  mother  of  abominations,  were  their  expofing  the 
corrupt  and  dtflblute  lives  of  her  priefts  and  members*^ 
This  they  were  at  no  fmall  pains  te  do,  both  in  a  grave"" '" 
and  in  an  ironical  drain.  As  the  covetoufnefs  and  ambi- 
tion of  many,  and  the  licentious  debauchery  of  others  of 
the  clergy,  firft  brought  the  do&rines  into  fufpicion,  fo 
thofe  examples  when  held  up  to  light,  made  a  far  greater 
number  of  converts,  than  any  abfurdtties  in  belief,  how 
grofs  and  palpable  foever.  The  truth  is,  we  find  all  par- 
ties greedily  lay  hold  of  this  weapon  whenever  it  is  pre- 
fented  to  them,  and  ufe  it  with  great  confidence  againft- 
their  adverfaries  ;  and  in  fo  doing  they  difcover  a  con  vie-* 
tion,  that  principles  are  never  fo  powerfully  fupported  as 
by  the  good,  nor  fo  effectually  difparaged  as  by  the  bad 
characters  of  thofe  who  profefs  them. 

If  we  leave  the  hiftory  of  former  ages,  and  examine  the 
ftate  of  the  prefent,  the  fame  truth  will  (till  be  the  refult  of 
our  enquiry,  and  appear  with  increafing  evidence.  Dif- 
ferent parties  and  denominations  prevail  in  different  pla- 
ces :  and  wherever  any  party  or  denomination  greatly 
prevails,  the  effett  may  eafily  be  traced  up  to  its  caufe  ; 
and  will  appear,  by  no  very  diftant  tradition,  to  have  been 
owing  to  the  eminent  piety  offome  one  or  more  of  that 
profeflion  in  a  former  period,  or,  which  is  much  the  fame, 
to  the  comparatively  odious  and  vicious  eharafters  of  thofe 
whooppofed  thern.tf 

a  Our  own  country  will  afford  us  fomc  fenfible  and  ftrikiitg 
proofs  of  the  juftice  of  this  observation.  There  had  been  a 
ftruggle,  from  the  very  firft  dawn  of  the  reformation,  between 
prefbytery  and  epifcopacy  in  Scotland.  This  conteft  however 
came  to  its  greatcft  height  about  100  years  ago,  when  the  pref- 
byterians  were  cjc&cd,  and  epifcopacy  was  eilablimed  by  a  ty- 
rannical civil  government,  and  continued  by  a  fevere  and  cruel 
perfecution.  We  had  by  this  means  a  trial  of  both  :  and  it  is 
very  obfervahle,  that  the  odium  which  juflly  fell  upon  epifco- 
pacy, from  the  rage  and  inhumanity  of  thofe  who  had  the  chief 
rlircdtion,  was  the  circumflance  that  determined  the  body  of 
the  nation  to  endrour  it*  fubvcrfion.  Yet,  wherever  there  hap- 
pened to  be  a  few  mimfters  of  that  perfuafion  pious  in  their 
lives,  and  diligent  in  the  duties  of  their  office,  there  were  ma.- 
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It  is  no  juft  obje&ion  to  the  account  here  given,  that 
we  find  infhncesm  which  principles  feemto  give  a  fanc- 
tion  to  characters,  inftead  of  receiving  fupport  from  them. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  cafes  in  which  a  man'j  being  known 
to  embrace  certain  principles,  will  be  alone  fufficient  trf 
make  him  odious,  however  blamelefs,  or  even  praife-wor- 
thy  his  conduct  be,  in  every  other  refpect-  At  the  fame 
time,  perhaps,  the  failings  of  another  fhal I  be  either  whol-* 
Jy  pardoned,  or  greatly  extenuated,  if  he  efpotife,  but  efpe- 
eially,  if  he  is  a&ive  in  vindicating  the  principles  which 
are  held  facred.  But  this  is  no  more  than  the  natural 
and  necceflary  confequence  of  any  let  of  principles  being 
once  firmly  eftablifhed  They  acquire  their  credit  at  firli, 
in  the  way  I  have  already  mentioned ;  but  when  that  ere* 
tlit  is  high,  it  wiU  bring  a  llifpieion  upon  every  thing  that 
oppofes  itv  however  fpecious  and  promifing  in  outward 
appearance.  There  is  nothing  furprifmg  here,  nor,  in- 
deed, any  thing  but  what  is  perfectly  natural ;  for,  as  one 
or  a  few  inilances  commonly  do  not,  lo  in  reafon  they 
ought  not  to  (hake  the  reputation  of  truths,  which  have 
been  eftablifhed  by  long  experience  of  their  worth  and  ef- 
ficacy. Neither  mutt  it  be  forgotten,  that  when  examples 
item  to  Hand  in  oppofition  one  to  another,  and  to  lead  to 
different  conclufions,  it  is  not  from  one  or  two  that  a  judg- 
ment can  be  pafled,  but  from  many,  and  thele  compared' 
and  examined  with  great  diligence  and  care. 

ny  perfons  and  families  who  joined  with  them  in  communion, 
and  their  pofterity  adhere  to  that  opinion  even  to  this  day. — " 
This  was  the  cafe  in  fome  places  of  the  eaft  and  north  country. 
But  in  the  we  Herri  parts  of  Scotland,  where  the  epifcopal  cler- 
gy were,  almoft  to  a  man,  ignorant,  flothful  or  vicious,  they 
were  univerfally  tfeferted,  arid  hardly  a  lingle  adherent  to  that 

pcrfuutloii   is  now  to  he  found. >X  cannot   omit   mentioning 

here  what  was  laid  by  a  lady  of  quality  at  that  time  to  Dr. 
Unmet,  when  he  came  to  vifit  the  well  country.  It  was  to  the 
following  purpofe  :  "  We  of  the  laky  cannot  judge  upon  con- 
"  trove rfia'l  points,  but  we  lee  thefe  men  whom  you  perfecute, 
"  grave  in  their  deportment,  ftrictly  holy  in  their  convcrfation, 
"  and  very  laborious  in  their  functions,  while  many  of  your 
li  clergy  are  ignorant,  flothful  and  vicious."  This  is  what  de« 
termincs  the  judgment  of  the  people. 
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t  conclude  the  illuftration  of  this  head  with  remarking, 
that  the  principle  above  laid  down  will  explain,  in  a  clear 
and  fatisfying  manner,  two  appearances  in  the  moral 
World,  which  feem  dire&Iy  to  contradift  one  another.    By 
what  happens  fometimes  in  religion,  we  lhall  be  apt  to 
conclude,  that  there  is  in  human  nature  a  pronenefs  to 
change,  or  a  love  of  novelty  purely  on  its  own  account. 
Accordingly  we  find  this  laid  to  the  charge  of  mankind 
by  feveral  authors.     And  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  fom? 
men,  or  fetts,  often  introduce  new  practices  which  ac- 
quire great  reputation,  and  almoft  univerfal  acceptance. 
By  other  examples,  however,  we  are  taught  to  afcribe  to 
human  nature  a  ftrong  attachment  to  old  opinions,  and 
hatred  of  all  innovation.     What  is  remarkable  is,  that 
both  thefe  take  place  chiefly  in  little  circumftances,  and 
things  of  fmall  moment;  new  inventions  being  fometime* 
gone  into  with  a  zeal,  and  old  cuftoms  adhered  to  with  ati 
obftinacy,  which  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  things  contend- 
ed for  does  not  feem  to  merit  on  either  fide.     To  afcribe 
this  to  the  different  difpofitions  of  individuals  will  not  be 
a  fatisfa&ory  folution,  for  we  fee  fometimes  examples  of 
both  in  the  fame  perfons.     But,  by  fearching  a  little  deep- 
er, we  fliall  unravel  this  difficulty,    and  difcover,  that 
though  the  love  of  novelty,  or  a  veneration  for  antiquity, 
may  be  fometimes  the  immediate  principle  of  action,  there 
is  another  ultimate  principle  which  is  the  caufe  of  both, 
and  in  different  circumftances,  produces  either  the  one  or 
the  other.     This  principle  is  no  other  than  that  admira- 
tion of  real  or  fuppofed  worth,  which  has  been  illuftrated 
above.     Whoever  hath   acquired  a  great  reputation  fot 
piety  and  holinefs,  may  ealily  introduce  any  indifferent 
practice,  though  not  common  before,  efpecially  if  it  be 
confidered  as  an  evidence  or  expreflion  of  his  piety.     Oh 
this  fuppofition,  his  differing  from,  or  doing  more  than 
others,  will  be  taken  notice  of  to  his  praife.a  But  he  may. 

a  There  is  great  reafon  to  think  that  it  was  in  this  very  way 
that  many  different  rites  were  brought  into  the  Chriftian 
church,  which  in  a  long  courfc  of  time  grew  into  a  mafr  of 
abominable  fuperftition.  They  were  at  firft,  perhaps,  but  the 
mocks  or  circumitunces  of  the  worlhip,  or  practice   of  oi<fcu* 
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much  mare  e?fily  introduce  a  new,  than  depart  front  ail 

old  cuflom.  The  reaibn  is  plain ;  for  ancient  cuftoms 
having  been  eftablifhed  on  the  ground  already  aifigned, 
men  are  ufually  very  tenacious  of  them,  and  it  requires 
no  fmatl  degree  of  credit  and  character,  cither  to  change 
or  to  aboiifh  them, 

We  now  proceed  to  make  feme  practical  improvement 
of  what  has  been  faid. 

Inthefirft  place,  from  what  has  been  faid  upon  this 
fubje£t,  we  may  derive  one  of  the  plained  and  moft  fatik 
fying  proofs  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  A  proof,  level  to 
the  meaneii  capacity,  and  therefore  proper  to  preferve  or- 
dinary Ghriftians  from  being  (haken  by  the  bold  and  in- 
folcnt  attacks  now  made  on  religion  by  fome  of  the  loweft 
rank,  A  proof,  at  the  fame  time,  not  only  deferring  the 
attention  of  the  moll  intelligent,  but  which  of  all  others,  is 
certainly  the  moft  dec! five*  Let  U3  try  it  by  its  fruits* 
Let  us  compare  the  temper  and  character  of  real  Chrif- 
tians,  with  thofe  of  infidels,  and  fee  which  of  them  be  ft 
merits  the  approbation  of  an  honeft  and  impartial  judge* 
Let  us  take  in  every  circum (lance  lhat  will  contribute  to 
make  the  comparifon  juft  and  fair,  and  fee  what  will  be 
the  refult.  I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  can  by  no  means  allow, 
that  great  multitudes  though  born  in  a  country  where 
Chriftianity  is  profelTed,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  Chrif- 
tians,  when  they  are  open  and  violent  enemies  to  the  gof- 
pel in  all  its  parts.  They  ought  rather  to  be  thrown  into 
the  fcale  of  infidelity.  But,  lince  mod  of  them  have 
formed  no  fixed  principles  at  all,  becauie  they  have  never 
thought  upon  the  fubjeel,  we  fhall  leave  them  entirety  out 
of  the  queltion. 

Is  then  the  character  and  pra&ice  of  infidels  in  gene- 
ral,  once  to  be  compared  with  that  of  fuch  Chriflians  as 
believe  upon  perfonal  convidtion  ?  However  much  the 
natural  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong  may  be  obfeured  and 
perverted  in  fome,  I  ftiould  think  there  are  very  few  who 

perfons,  but  from  being  voluntary  ami  purely  circumflantiaf, 
they  came  by  degrees  to  be  coniidered  as  parts  of  religious 
worfhip  ;  and  therefore  finful  in  the  performers,  but  much 
jnore  iinful  in  the  impoiers. 
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will  not  manifeftly  perceive  to  whom  the  preference  i$ 
due.  In  which  of  the  two  do  you  find  the  moft  regular 
and  fervent  piety  towards  God  ?  Here,  perhaps,  it  will  be 
faid,  This  is  what  no  man  expefts  to  find  in  unbelievers, 
it  is  no  part  of  their  plan,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  the  comparifon.  But  as  the  general  fenfe  of 
mankind  does  not  require  it,  fo  1  can  never  fuffer  that  our 
duty  to  God  fhould  be  erafed  out  of  the  moral  law.  Be- 
fides,  the  general  pretence  now,  is  not  atheifm  but  theifm. 
The  queftion  is  therefore  altogether  pertinent ;  and  per- 
fons  of  this  character  are  felf-condemned,  who,  by  their 
total  negleft  of  all  religious  worlhip,  are  as  much  charge- 
able with  impiety  as  infidelity. — In  which  of  the  two  is  to 
be  found  the  greateft  integrity  and  uprightnefs  in  their 
commerce  between  man  and  man,  the  moft  unfeigned 
good- will,  and  moft  aftive  beneficence  to  others  ?  Is  it 
the  unbeliever  or  the  Chriftian,  who  clothes  the  naked 
and  deals  his  bread  to  the  hungry  ?  A(k  the  many  ancl 
noble  ancient  ftru&ures  raifed  for  the  relief  of  the  difeafed 
and  the  poor,  to  whom  they  owe  their  eftablifhment  ancj 
fapport  ? — Which  of  thefe  two  clafle6  of  men  are  moft 
remarkable  for  felf-govemment  ?  How  often  is  the  unex- 
perienced youth  initiated  in  debauchery  of  all  kinds,  by 
thefe  very  friends  of  mankind,  who  charitably  declaim 
again  ft  prieftcraft  and  delufion,  and  happily  eradicate  the 
prejudices  of  education,  by  treating  religion  and  all  reli- 
gious perfons  with  derifion  and  fcorn  ?  With  what  fatal 
fuccefs  has  the  infidel  often  feduced  the  unwary  virgin 
unto  the  deftru&ive  paths  of  iuft,  by  firft  loofening  the 
obligation  of  religion,  and  then  juftifying  the  indulgence 
of  every  natural  defire  ?  We  Ihall  carry  the  comparifon 
no  further  in  this  place ;  but  I  muft  beg  of  every  one  who" 
hath  had  the  happinefs  to  be  acquainted  with  an  eminently 
pious,  humble,  adtive,  ufeful  Chriftian,  to  fay,  whether 
he  can  admit  it  as  poffible,  under  the  adminiftration  of  3 
wife  and  good  God,  that  fuch  a  perfon  is  governed  by  3 
feble  invented  by  cfcfigning  villain?,  while  the  infidel 


alone  is  in  podeftion  of  the  truih,  tvWch  is  pure  in  its  na* 
ture,  and  muft  be  proved  by  its  fniiu.rt 

In  the  2d  place,  fmce  not  only  religion  in  general,  but 
every  particular  doctrine  of  religion  ought  to  be  tried  by 
its  fruits,  let  neither  mini  tiers  nor  people,  ever  lofc  view 
of  this  great  rule  in  the  do&rines  which  they  teach  on  the 
one  hand,  or  embrace  on  the  other.  Let  us  alio  particu- 
larly remember,  that  no  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  high 
pro&flirms  or  bold  pretences,  but  as  they  are  confirmed 
by  the  fa£t  I  obferve  here,  wi:h  much  pkafure,  what  ad* 
vantage  the  fundamental  Scripture  doftrines,  which  have 
been  fang  the  glory  and  happiuefs  of  this  church,  will  de- 
rive from  a  fair  and  full  enquiry  into  their  influence  and 
efiefts.  The  do&rmes  I  mean  are,  the  loft  Hate  of  man 
Uy  nature  ;  falvation  by  the  free  grace  of  God  ;  jutlifica- 
tion  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl;  and  falsifi- 
cation be  the  effe&ual  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Thefe 
were  the  doctrines  of  the  reformation,  when  their  excel- 
lence was  put  beyond  alt  doubt  or  quellion,  by  their  pow- 
erful and  valuable  effe£ts.  Many  adverfaries  indeed* 
foon  rofc  up  to  contradict  or  to  corrupt  them  ;  and  it  is 

a  I  am  fenfibk  it  is  often  pretended,  that  fcveral  infidels  have 
been  men  of  unblemiihed  morals,  Collins  was  a  good  man, 
fay  fomc,  and  Shafteibury  was  yet  a  better  man.  Perhaps, 
thefe  individuals  mie;ht  not  be  chargeable  with  the  mofl  open 
dilfolution,  and  grottVil  fenfuality,  which  would  have  been  in- 
confiftent  with  their  giving  themfelves  to  clofe  lludy  and  appli- 
cation.  Delides,  they  who  alTavdted  with  io  much  boldnefs, 
eftablilhcd  opinions,  muft  have  been  under  a  conliderable  re- 
flraint,  from  a  regard,  to  their  character  and  caufe.  This  ought 
not  to  be  rejected  as  an  improbable  fuppoiUion,  or  uncharitable 
allegation  again  ft  them,  who  ib  liberally  reproach  others,  with 
infincere,  hypocritical,  and  faint-like  pretences.  But  after  all, 
making  even  the  largeft  allowances,  there  is  one  piece  of  con- 
du6l,  of  which  both  the  above-named  perfons  were  habitually 
guilty,  which  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  reconcile  with  good 
morals,  even  upon  the  laxeit  principles  that  have  ever  vet  been 
avowed.  What  I  mean  was,  then  folemnly  receiving  the  ho- 
ly facrament,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  bearing  office  in  their 
country,  though  they  believed  it  to  be  altogether  impofture  and 
deceit.  This  was  inch  a  piece  of  grofs  and  aggravated  difli- 
mulmion,  as  it  is  irnpoihble  either  to  defend  in  itielf,  or  to  fup- 
pofe  coniiilent  with  integrity  upon  the  whole. 


by  its  Moral  Influence.  404 

much  to  be  lamented  that  they  are,  at  prefent,  by  many, 
fo  boldly  and  fo  violently  oppofed  in  this  once  happy 
ifland.  But  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  when  the 
do&rine  of  the  cVofs  retained  its  purity  and  fimplicity  then 
was  true  religion,  including  every  moral  virtue,  feen  to 
grow  from  it  as  its  fruit.  On  the  other  hand  when  and 
wherever  it  has  been  run  down,  and  a  pretended  moral 
do&rine  has  been  introduced,  to  the  prejudice  and  fub- 
verflon  of  the  grace  of  God,  it  hath  been  always  followed 
by  a  deluge  of  profanenefs  and  immorality  in  practices- 
It  is  eafy  and  common  to  difguife  the  truth  by  mifrepre- 
fentation,  or  to  vilify  it  by  opprobrious  titles.  It  is  eafy  to 
pretend  a  warm  zeal  for  the  great  doflxines  of  morality, 
and  frequently  to  repeat,  in  a  pulpit,  the  neceffity  of  ho- 
Jinefs  in  general ;  but  all  impartial  perfons  ought,  and  the 
world  in  general  will  judge,  more  by  works  than  by  words. 
Let  us  fuppofe,  for  example,  the  old  objection  revived 
againft.  a  minifter  who  preaches  thedodtrine  of  grace,  that 
,it  loofens  the  obligations  to  holinefs  of  life.  The  obje&ion 
is,  of  all  others,  the  mod  fpecious :  yet,  if  that  minifler 
difcharges  his  duty  with  zeal  and  diligence,  watches  over 
his  people's  fouls,  reproving,  rebuking,  exhorting  with  all 
long  fuffering  and  do&rine  ;  is  ftrift  and  holy  in  his  own 
converfation,  abhorring  and  flying  from  the  fociety  of  the 
ungodly  ;  and  if  the  effefii  of  his  miniftry  be  to  turn  many 
finners  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  to  make  an  in. 
telligent,  ferious,  regular  people,  the  accufation  will  not 
be  received:  and  who  will  fay  that  it  ought  ?  On  the  others 
hand,  is  any  minifter  more  covetous  of  the  fleece,  than 
diligent  for  the  welfare  of  the  flock  ;  cold  and  heartlefsin 
his  (acred  work,  but  loud  and  noify  in  promifcuous  and 
foolifh  converfation  ;  carelefs  or  partial  in  the  exercife  of 
difcipline ;  covering  or  palliating  the  fins  of  the  great, 
becaufe  they  may  promote  him  ;  making  friends  and  com- 
panions  of  profane  perfons;  though  this  man's  zealfliould 
burn  like  a  flame  againft  Antinomianifm,  and  though  his 
own  unvaried  ftrain  fliould  be  the  neceffity  of  holinefs,  I 
would  never  take  him  to  be  any  of  its  real  friends. 

Let  us  not,  my  brethern,  deceive  ourftlves,  or  attempt 
to  deceive  others  by  plaufible  pretences.    Let  us  all  bo 


" 


l\t 


The  Trial  of  Religious  Truth 

zealous  for  good  works ;  not  the  name,  but  the  thing. 
Let  us  not  expeft  to  promote  them  by  a  little  cold  reafon- 
ingt  or  affected  flowery  declamation ;  but  by  the  {impli- 
cit/ of  the  gofpel ;  by  the  dotlrine  of  the  crofs,  which  will 
Hot  only  tell  men  thatthey  ought  to  be  holy,  but  effectually 
bring  them  to  that  happy  ftate.  The  leading  principle 
of  true  holinels,  according  to  the  gofpel,  is  a  deep  and 
grateful  fenfe  of  redeeming  love,  u  For  the  love  of  Chrifr. 
w  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died 
4t  for  all  then  were  all  dead  j  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that 
*f  they  which  live,  fhould  not  henceforth  live  unto  them- 
^  felves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them,   and  rofe 

again. "<i 

In  the  3d  place,  from  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft 
you  may  fee,  in  a  very  iirong  light,  how  necefiaty  it  is, 
that  minifiers  fhould  be,  not  only  really  but  vifibly  and 
eminently  holy ;  and  with  how  much  care  they  are  bound 

avoid  every  appearance  of  evil.  There  are  fome  mi- 
uHlers  who  ftrongly  plead  for  liberty  and  freedom,  and 
loudly  complain  of  the  malice,  uncharitablcnefs,  and  cen- 
forioufnefs  of  the  world.  They  feem  as  if  they  defired* 
nay,  which  is  (till  more  foolifli,  expected,  that  no  part  of 
their  conduct  fhould  be  attended  to,  or  any  inference 
drawn  from  it  withrefpedl  to  their  chara&er,  This  will 
never  be  the  cafe  till  they  are  invifible.  It  appears,  from 
what  hath  been  faid  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  that  it  is 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  man  to  try  a  minifter  by 
his  fruits.  Ignorance  indeed,  may  fometimes  be  guilty 
of  miftakes  to  our  prejudice,  and  malice  or  envy  may  go 
too  far  ;  yet  this  is  only  what  we  ought  to  lay  our  account 
with,  and  it  fhould  excite  us,  not  to  a  contempt  of  the 
judgment  of  others,  but  to  greater  ftridtnefs  and  circum- 
fpe&ion,  that  "they  may  be  afhamed  who  falfely  accufe 
4i  our  good  converiation  in  Chrift." 

It  is  very  hurtful  in  this  as  in  many  other  cafes,  when  a 
man  views  things  only  on  one  fide.  Some  are  apt  to  im- 
pute fo  much  to  the  malice  and  uncharitablenefs  of  the 
world,  that  they  feldom  or  never  think  themfelves  truly 
guijty  of  any  offence  or  mifcarriage.  I  am  perfuaded  m§- 
a  2  Cor.  v.  U. 
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ny  are  in  a  manner  blinded  to  the  errors  of  their  own  coa- 
du£t,  by  this  very  circumftance.  Or,  if  they  cannot  but 
be  fenfible  that  they  have,  been  guilty  of  fomething  that 
was  wrong,  when  the  fault  is  aggravated  by  report,  they 
feem  to  think  that  this  atones  for  any  thing  really  blame- 
worthy, and  fo  are  hardened  both  againft  confeflion  and 
repentance.  To  fpeak  without  prejudice,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  we  are  as  much  chargeable  with  unguarded 
and  offenfive  conduft,  on  the  one  hand,  as  the  world  with 
precipitate  or  partial  judgment  on  the  other.  It  hath  been 
Sometimes  obferved,  that  the  multitude  or  common  people 
are  but  poor  judges  of  a  man's  ability  or  learning,  but  they 
are  very  good  judges  of  his  life.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  this  obfervation ;  and  to  fupport  it  I  add,  that 
even  a  hypocritical  pretence  is  extremely  hard  to  main 
tain,  and  fo  often  betrays  itfelf  by  little  circumflances,  that 
there  are  very  few  whofe  real  chara&er  is  not  better  under- 
flood  by  the  world  than  by  themfelves.  The  chief  excepti- 
on 1  know  to  this  is  the  cafe  of  violent  party  difputes.  The 
inj  uft ice  done  to  chara&ers  on  each  fide  there,  is  very 
great.  If  you  take  a  man's  chara&er  from  one  to  whom 
he  (lands  in  party  oppofition,  you  mud  conceive  him  not 
a  man  but  a  moniler.  But  (letting  this  afide,  which  does 
not  fall  within  the  compafs  of  our  prefent  fubjedl)  in  ge- 
neral, it  is  furely  much  more  becoming,  and  it  is  infinite- 
ly more  fafe  for  us  to  fufpett  ourfelves,  than  to  complain 
of  hard  meafure  from  the  world.  Let  us  therefore,  by 
doubling  our  diligence  in  every  perfonal  and  minifterial 
duty,  endeavor  to  "  make  our  light  fo  ihine  before  men, 
"  that  they  may  fee  our  good  works,  and  glorify  our  Fadier 
"  which  is  in  heaven.'V* 

In  the  4th  place  I  mud  now  take  the  liberty,  in  fideli- 
ty to  the  truft  committed  to  me,  to  be  a  little  more  parti- 
cular  in  the  application  of  this  fubject,  and  to  enquire, 
whether  minifters  are  not,  in  a  good  meafure,  chargeable 
with  the  low  (late  to  which  religion  is  at  prefent  reduced. 
May  I  not  fay  without  offence,  that  an  eminent,  holy,  di- 
ligent, and  fuccefsful  gofpel  miniftry  was  once  the  glory 
and  bleffing  of  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom  !  But  ho\% 
a  Matt.  v.  1 6. 


*rr  we  fince  fallen  a  flee  p !  **  How  is  the  gold  become 
•*  dim  !  How  is  the  molt  fine  gold  changed  !  Thai  there 
is  a  difference  is  plain  ;  and  that  this  difference  does  not 
lie  in  inferior  abilities  or  a  lefs  proportion  of  learning,  is 
equally  certain.  I  am  fenfible,  that  this  is  a  part  of  lny 
itibjeft  which  would  require  to  be  touched  with  a  very 
tender  and  delicate  hand,  and  that,  perhaps,  I  run  as  great 
a  hazard  to  inflame  and  exafperate  the  lure,  as  to  bring 
any  efle&ual  cure.  This  is,  indeed,  itfclf,  one  (Irong 
fymptom  of  our  difeafe,  that  we  cannot  endure  plain  deal- 
ing ;  and  there  is  not  a  fingle  circumllanee,  in  which  there 
is  a  greater  difference  between  this  and  the  preceding  age* 
What  in  former  times  would  have  been  reckoned  (to  fpeak 
in  their  language)  no  more  than  plainnel's  and  minillerial 
freedom,  would  now  be  called  the  mod  flanderous  invec- 
tive and  unpardonable  abufe.  In  Head,  therefore,  of  taking 
upon  me  to  fay  who  are  chiefly  to  be  blamed  33  the  crimi- 
nal caufes  of  it,  I  (hall  only  affirm  and  lament  the  me- 
lancholy effeft,  that  we  have  in  many  places  of  this  church 
a  defpifed,  forfaken,  ufelefs  miniflry  ;  that  many  of  the 
people  have  gone  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and  for- 
gotten their  refting  place,  while  a  ttill  greater  number  is 
fail  afleep  in  ignorance,  fecurity,  and  floth.  Where  is 
that  union,  that  mutual  efteem  and  affe&ion,  which  once 
ilibfifted  between  minillers  and  their  people.  It  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  their  influence  and  authority  is  now 
in  a  great  meafure  loll,  and  therefore  I  may  fafcly  con- 
clude that  their  ulefulnefs  is  gone.  That  the  fault  is  all 
on  one  fide,  is  neither  a  model!  nor  a  probable  fuppofition. 
Should  we  throw  the  blame  off  ourfelves,  what  a  terrible 
load  muPi  we  thereby  lay  upon  others  ?  we  mult  fuppofe 
and  fay,  that  under  a  blamenefs  miniflry,  under  the  bell 
and  pure  ft  of  inllruclion,  one  part  of  the  nation  is  funk  in 
brutality  and  floth,  and  the  other  rent  in  pieces  by  diviii- 
on,  and  religion  loll  in  the  fury  of  contending  parties. 

We  may  fay  fo,  my  brethren,  and  fome  do  fay  what 
amounts  to  the  fame  thing,  but  it  is  not  credible.  I  do 
therefore,  in  the  moll  earnefl  manner  beleech  every  minif- 
ier  in  this  audience,  ferioufly  to  think,  how  far  he  hath 
given  jufl  caufe  to  his  people  to  defpifc  his  perfon,  or  de- 
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fort  his  mzpiftrations*,  Let, us  not  fq .infill  upon. the  ignc^ 
ranee,  prejudices,  and  weaknefsofthe  giddy  multitude,  aa 
jf  a  failure  on  our  part  was  impqflible.  We  m^y  be  fonrie- 
times  blamed  in  the  wrong  place;  but  we.  have,  perhaps, 
$s  much  refpeft  in  general,  as  we  really  deferve.  Do  not 
think  insufficient  that  you  are  free  from  grqfs  crimes,  fucK 
as  blafphemy,  riot,,  and  pnclean  lull.  BlelTed  be  God$ 
nothing  of  this  kind  would  yet  Be  fuffered  among  us  with* 
out  cenfure.  But  there  are  many  other  things,  which, 
pither  feparately  or  together,  render  a  minifter  juftly  con- 
temptiblej  on  which  no  law,  either  civil  or  ecclefiaftic  cai^ 
lay  hold.  If  one  £et  apart  to  the  fervice  of  Chrift  in  the 
gofpel,  manifeftly  fhows  his  duty  to  be  a  burden,  and  does 
no  more  work  than  is  barely  fumcient  to  fcreen  him  from 
Cenfure ;  if  he  reckons  it  a  piece  of  improvement  how  fel- 
dom  or  how  fliort  he  can  preach,  and  makes  his  boqft  how 
many  omi/fions  he  has  brought  a  patient  and  an  injured 
people  to  endure  without  complaint ;  while  at  the  fame 
time,  he  cannot  fpeak  with,  temper  of  tbofe  who  ar$  wil- 
ling  to  do  more  thanhimfelf;  towever  impoflible  it  may 
be  to  afccrtaln  his  faults  by  a  libel,  he  juftly  merits  the 
tfeteftation  of  every  faithful  miniflcr,  and  every  real 
Chrifliart.  ____ 

The  things  here  in  view,  though  they  ar$  eafily  feen, 
are  difficult  to  defcribe ;  and,  therefore,  1  fhall  not  attempt 
to  be  more  particular.  But  I  cannot  forbear  warning  you 
againft,  and  pointing  out  the  evil  of  two  pieces  of  diflio- 
iitfty,  which  may  poflibjy  be  found  united  to  gravity  and 
decency  in  other  refpetts.  One  of  them  is  common  in 
our  neighbor  kingdom,  and  may  poffibly  have  taken  place 
among  us,  though  I  cannot  affirm  it.  The  other,  I  am 
certain,  hath  many  times  taken  place  in  the  church  of 
Scotland.  The  firft  is  a  minifter's  fubferibing  articles  of 
dodlrine,  which  he  does  not  believe.  This  is  fo  diredt 
a  violation  of  (incerity,  that  it  is  aftonifliing  to  think,  how 
men  can  fet  their  minds  at  eafe  in  the  profpeft,  or  keep 
them  in  peace  after  the  deliberate  commiffion  of  it.  The^^ 
vcry  excufes  and  evafions,  that  are  offered  in  defence  of  it, 
are  a  diTgrace  to  reafon  as  well  as  a  fcandal  to  religion. 
What  fuccefs  can  be  expetted  from  that  man's  miniflry, 
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who  begins  it  with  an  aft  of  fuch  complicated  guilt.  How 
can  he  lake  upon  him  to  reprove  others  for  fin,  or  to  train 
them  up  in  virtue  and  true  goodnefs,  while  himfelf  is 
chargeable  with  dlreft,  premeditated,  and  perpetual  per- 
jury, 1  know  nothing  So  nearly  refembling  it,  as  thofe 
cafes  in  trade,  in  which  men  make  falfe  entries,  and  at 
once  fcreen  and  aggravate  their  fraud,  by  fweartng,  or 
caufmg  others  to  fwear  contrary  to  truth.  This  is  juftly 
reputed  fcandalous  even  in  the  world,  and  yet  I  know  no 
circumftance  in  which  they  differ,  that  does  not  tend  to 
Ihow  it  to  be  lefs  criminal  than  the  other.  We  are  not 
yet  fo  much  hardened  in  this  fin  as  many  in  our  neighbor 
church,  for  I  have  never  found  any  among  us  fo  bold  as  to 
profefs  and  defend  it.  But,  if  no  fuch  thing  is  at  all  admit* 
ted  among  us>  Why  is  there  fo  heavy  a  fufpicion  of  it  I 
Why  do  fo  many  complain,  that  the  great  and  operative 
do&rines  of  the  gofpel  are  withdrawn,  and  an  unfubftan- 
tial  theory  of  virtue  fubftituted  in  their  place  ?  Or  why 
are  not  fuch  complaints  put  to  filence,  fmce  it  may  be  lb 
eafily  done  ?  Appearances  are  certainly  fuch  as  will  war- 
rant me  in  mentioning  it  upon  this  occafion  :  and  I  have 
particularly  chofen  to  introduce  it  upon  this  fubjeft,  that 
I  may  attack  it  not  as  an  error,  but  as  a  fraud  ;  not  as  a 
rtiiftake  in  judgment,  but  an  inffance  of  grofs  difhonefty 
and  infincerity  of  heart.  Suppofing,  therefore,  that  there 
may  poflibly  be  truth  in  the  charge  againft  fome  of  us,  I 
mult  beg  every  minifter,  but  efpecially  thofe  young  per- 
fons  who  have  an  eye  to  that  facred  office  to  remember, 
that  God  will  not  be  mocked,  though  the  world  may  be 
deceived.  In  his  fight,  no  gravity  of  deportment,  no 
pretence  to  freedom  of  enquiry,  a  thing  excellent  it  itfelf, 
no  regular  exercife  of  the  right  of  private  judgment,  will 
warrant  or  excufe  fuch  a  lie  for  gain,  as  folemnly  to  fub- 
fcribe  what  they  do  not  believe. 

The  other  particular  I  propofed  to  mention  is  the  fo- 
lemn  atteftation  of  men's  chara&ers,  not  only  in  general, 
but  for  particular  qualities,  without  any  latisfying  know- 
ledge whether  the  thing  affirmed  is  true  or  falfe.  This 
hath  been  often  done  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  not  by 
particular  peffons,  with  whom  we  might  renounce  relati- 
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on,  but  by  confent  of  many,  gravely  and  deliberately  in 
conftituted  courts.  Can  we  avoid  making  the  following 
obvious  but  melancholy  refle&ion.  How  great  is  the 
blindncfs  of  men  to  thofe  fins  which  are  introduced  by 
degrees  and  countenanced  by  prevailing  fafhion  ?  Should. , 
we  be  told  by  an  hiftorian  of  credit,  that,  in  one  of  thd 
dark  and  corrupt  ages  of  popery,  it  was  common  for  a  bo- 
dy of  minifters,  when  deftred,  to  give  a  figned  attefta- 
tion  to  particular  perfons,  that  they  were  drift  obferver* 
of  the  fabbath,  and  worfhipped  God  regularly  in  their  fami- 
lies, while  the  perfons  attefting  knew  nothing  of  the  mat- 
ter, and,  in  faft,  with  regard  to  fome  of  them,  it  was  ab- 
solutely falfe — Would  there  be  a  diffenling  voice  in  affir- 
ming, .that  fuch  men  muft  have  been  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  in-, 
tegrity,  #nd  utterly  unworthy  of  regard  ?  What  fhall  we 
fay,  if  the  fame  thing  is  done  among  us  every  day,  and  de- 
fended by  no  better  argument  than  the  judgment  of  chari- 
ty, which  believeth  all  things  ?  Chkrity  teaches  us  to  be- 
lieve no  ill  of  another  without  faticfying  evidence,  and  for- 
bids us  to  fpread  it,  although  it  be  true,  without  apparent 
neceffity.  But  will  charity  cither  juftify  or  excufe  us,  in 
folemnly  affirming  a  pofitive  faft,  the  exiftence  of  which 
is  uncertain  in  itfelf,  and  to  us  unknown.  I  do  not  take 
upon  me  to  fay  that  all  are  bad  men  who  are  guilty,  by 
a6t  or  confent,  of  this  pra&ice,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  how 
far  the  plea  of  ignorance  or  miftake  my  go ;  but  this  may 
be  fafely  faid  that  they  do  in  a  public  capacity,  what,  if 
they  were  to  do  in  a  private  capacity  between  man  ancj 
man,  would  render  them  contemptible,  or  infamous,  op 
both. 

Thefe  two  particulars  have  often  brought  reproach  up? 
on  the  church  of  Scotland,  to  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
make  a  proper  reply.  Would  to  God  the  occafion  given 
for  it  were  wholly  taken  away.  In  the  mean  time,  every 
one  who  has  a  juft  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  the  fuc- 
cefsof  his  own  work,  will  endeavour  to  maintain  fuch  an 
uniformity  of  charafter,  as  will  bear  that  examination,  to 
which  it  ought  in  juftice,  and  muft  of  neceffity  be  expo- 
led. 


to  the  people  in  general,    on  the  fubjeft  of  this  tlifcourfe. 

I  You  may  learn ^  my  brethren,  from  the  preceding  tlif- 
courfe,  by  what  rule  you  ought  to  judge,  in  all  religious 
controveifies,  where  a  detemiinationisneteffary.  Try  all 
principles  by  their  effects,  and  every  perfon's  pretences 
by  his  conduft.  Examime,  as  far  as  you  have  proper 
evidence,  who  have  real  and  vital  religion  moft  at  heart, 
and  what  means  do  effettually  promote  it.  Believe  not 
every  profefilon,  but  fee  which  is  moft  confident  in  all  its 
parts-  Have  patience,  in  difficult  cafes,  till  the  tree  have* 
time  to  bring  its  fruits  to  maturity.  Time  will  often 
write  a  clear  and  legible  charafler,  on  what  was  very  dark 
and  dubious  at  firft. 
"  It  is  probable  Tome  will  be  ready  to  fay,  there  is  no 
fmall  doubt fulnefs  in  this  rule  itfelf.  There  may  be  found 

kgood  men  of  many  different  parties,  how  then  fliall  we 
judge  between  them  ?  I  anfwer,  wherever  there  is  trufc 
religion,  thefe  perfonsaretobe  considered  as  thefervants 
df  God,  and  his  grace  in  them  is  to  be  confefled  without 
relu&ance,  and  adored  with  thankfulnefs.  There  will, 
neverthelefs,  be  Hill  fufficient  means  to  dillinguifh  be- 
tween one  profeflion  and  another,  which  hath  the  greateft: 
influence  in  making  men  truly  good.  There  may  be,  here 
and  there,  a  good  man  under  very  great  disadvantages. 
This  may  ferve  to  keep  us  from  a  bigotted  narrownefs  of 
mind,  and  uncharitable  condemnation  of  others.  But  it 
will  never  oecafion,  in  any  prudent  perfon,  a  departure 
from  thefe  principles,  and  that  difpenfation  of  ordinances, 
which  he  fees  to  be  bed  for  building  him  up  in  holineft 
and  comfort,  through  faith  unto  falvation.  The  truth  is, 
one  great  defign  of  this  difcourfe  was  to  teach  men  to  dif- 
trnguifh  between  the  upright  and  the  worthlefs  of  all  ie£\s. 
Turn  your  zeal  from  parties' to  perfons.  Do  not  reproach 
or  oppofe  men  merely  becaufe  they  are  of  this  or  the  other 
perfuafion.  But  wherever  there  is  a  wicked  or  a  world- 
ly man  in  the  office  of  a  minifier,  avoid  the  wolf  in  fheep's 
clothing  for  your  own  fake,  and,  if  po.flible,  drag  off  his 
difguife,  that  others  may  not  be  his  prey.  What  doth  it 
fignify  what  party  a  man  is  of,  if  the  foundations  are  de- 
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ftroyed,  and  truth  and  holinefs,  thefe  infeparable  compani- 
ons, are  trampled  under  foot  ?  When  (hall  the  time 
come,  when  the  fincere  lovers  of  Chrift,  of  every  denomina- 
tion, (hall  join  together  in  oppofition  to  his  open  enemies 
and  treacherous  friends  ?  There  is  a  wonderful,  though 
a  natural  union,  among  all  worldly  men,  againfl  the  fpi- 
rit  and  power  of  true  religion  wherever  it  appears,  I  am 
lorry  to  add,  that  this  is  one  of  the  inftances  in  which  the 
children  of  this  world  are  wifer  in  their  generation  than  the 
children  of  light.  Many  will  not  meet  together  on  earth 
for  the  worfhip  of  God,  who  ftiall  have  but  one  temple  at 
laft,  where  all  from  the  eaft  and  from  the  weft,  from  the 
north  and  from  the  fouth,  (hall  meet,  and  join  in  their  Cre- 
ator's and  Redeemer's  praife.  The  terms  of  ad  million  inr 
to,  and  of  exclufion  from  this  happy  dwelling,  are  recor- 
ded in  the  following  remarkable  terms,  with  which  I  fliall 
conclude  this  difcourfe,  as  indeed  they  are  the  fum  of  all 
that  has  been  faid  in  it,  u  And  there  (hall  in  no  wife  enter 
44  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatfoever  work- 
44  eth  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie,  but  they  which  are 
••  written  in  the  JLamb's  book  of  life."a 

a  Rev.  xxi.  27* 
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The  Charge  of  Sedition  and  Faction  againft  good  Mm, 
efpecially  faithful  Ministers,  confidered  and  accounted 
for. 


SERMON  39. 


Preached  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Paifley,  on  Thurfday* 
September  7th,  1758,  at  the  Ordination  of  Mr*  Amen* 
bald  Davidson,  as  one  of  the  Minifters  of  that  Church. 
To  which  is  fubjoined,  the  charge  to  the  Minister,  and 
the  Exhortation  to  the  People*  Publifhed  at  the  defire  of 
thofe  who  heard  it# 


ACTS  xvil.  6.  laft  daufe. 

These  that  have  turned  the  world  upside  dawn  are  come  hithef 

also* 

Mr  Brethren, 

XOU  have  had,  of  late,  frequent  opportunities  of 
hearing  difcourfes  on  the  minifteriai  chara&er  and 
,  Thefe  fubjefts,  indeed,  have,  on  occafions  of  this 
and  a  fimilar  nature,  been  fo  often  and  To  well  handled* 
that  it  is  hard  to  fay  any  thing  on  them,  which  fhall  not 
be  either  bare  repetition,  or  an  alteration  very  much  for 
the  worfe.  I  have  therefore  made  choice  at  this  time  of 
a  fubjeft  fomewhat  different*  but  the  ufefulnefe  of  which, 
both  to  minifters  and  people  may  be  eafily  difcerned. 

A  great  part  of  the  facred  volume  confifts  of  hiftory* 
And,  as  the  knowledge  of  pad  events,  and  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  in  general,  is  an  improving  ftudy ;  fo  there  is 
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no  objeft  of  ftudy  more  pleafant  or  more  profitable*  tharf 
that  extenfive  view  of- the  great  plan  of  Providence  which 
is  exhibited  to  us  in  the  word  of  God.  There  we  have 
accefs  to  obferve  the  power,  the  wifdom*  and  the  grace  of 
the  various  revelations  of  the  divine  will,  given  in  fuc- 
ceffive  ages,  their  correfpondence  one  to  another;  and  how 
well  each  is  fatted  to  the  feafon,  and  other  circuniftances 

its  difcovery.  Above  all,  it  is  ufeful  and  delightfutto 
obferve,  the  perfe£l  union  and  harmony  of  the  whole,  and 
the  feveral  finking  and  dijUnguifhing  characters  that  are 
to  be  found  on  .all  the  works  of  the  one,  eternal  and  un- 
changeable God* 

This  uniformity  is  in  nothing  more  remarkable,  than 
in  the  fufierings  of  good  men,  and  their  caufesi  Trua 
religion  being  the  fame  in  Jubilance  in  every  age,  we  may 
expert  to  find  a  very  flrong  likenefs  in  all  the  real  fer- 
Vants  of  God,  however  diftant  the  periods  ifi  which  they 
make  their  appearance  A  conformity  of  Hate  alfo  may 
be  expedled,  as  well  as  a  fimilarity  of  character.*  They 
have  the  fame  end  in  view,  they  tread  in  the  fame  path; 
and  therefore  muft  meet  wTtlf  re  ft  fiance  from  the  fame 
enemies.  There  was  from  the  beginning,  and  there  will 
be  to  the  end  of  the  world,  a  flrife  and  conflict  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  "  the  feed  of  the 
cc  woman,  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent."  And,  in  parti- 
cular, it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  flander  and  calumny 
will  be  always  one  of  the  weapons  ufed  by  the  enemies  of 
the  truth.  We  have  no  reafon  then  to  be  furfirifed,  that 
« very  good  man  fliould  have  occafion  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmr 
ift  David,  and  with  a  greater  than  he,,  the  Son  of  David, 
fi  They  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  not.1' 

This  was  the  cafe  with  the  apollle  Paul  and  his  com-" 
panion,  in  the  paflage  of  hiftory  of  which  my  text  is  a  part. 
But  the  nature  of  the  accufation  here  brought  againft  them 
ieems  to  be  fingular,  and  to  merit  particular  attention.^ 
They  were  the  lervants  and  the  minillers  of  the  Prince 
of  peace.  Their  office  was  to  preach  and  publifh  the  gof- 
pel  of  peace.  Their  dof.t'rine  was  full  of  meeknefs  and 
love.  They  difcovered  the  love  of  God  to  men  ;  arid* 
after  the  example  of  their  mafter,  they  charged  men  to 
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We  6ne  another*  They  were  mean  in  their  outward 
appearance,  and  neither  pofleffed,  nor  claimed  any  earth* 
ly  dominion.  In  one  word*  they  had  nothing  about  them 
that  one  would  think  could  give  je^loufy  to  the  civil  j>ow* 
tr,  that  could  feem  formidable  or  dangerous  to  any  cha- 
racter or  clafs  of  men*  Yet  here  they  are  charged  as  fedi- 
tious,  as  difturbersto.the  public  peace,  as  enemies  to  the 
government.  "  Thefe  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide 
^  down  are  come  hither  alfo.— Thefe  all  do  contrary  to  the 
u  decrees  of  Cafar,  faying,  That  there  is  another  king; 
"  one  jc-fus."  What  fort  of  an  accufation  is  this  ?  not 
only  falfe  but  improbable,  Does  not  the  arch-enemy,  the 
accufer  of  the  brethren,  feem  to  have  failed  in  his  ufual 
fkill  ?  Is  there  the  leaft  profpeft  of  fuccefs  in  fo  grouncttcfi 
a  cjiarge  ?       „.„.., 

But  what  fhall  we  fay,  if,  upon  an  accurate  eftamina* 
tion  it  be  found,  that  the  fame  charge  hath  been  brought 
againft  the  fervants  of  God  in  qvery  age  ?  That  none  hatU 
been  advanced  with  greater  boldnefs,  and  none  witji 
greater  fuccefs  ?  Nay,  perhaps,  that  it  is  the  Tingle  {land- 
ing charge,  from  whichj  their  enemies  have  never  departed 
£nce  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  which,,  of  all  others ; 
hath  been  mod  readily  and  moft  univerfally  believed.  In 
other  ihflances,  the  reproaches  thrown  upon,  the  children! 
of  God  have  been  opposite,  and  mutually  definitive  of 
each  other.  m  Chrifl  himfelf,  when  his  zeal  in  his  Father's 
kufinefs  made  him  forget  to  eat  bread,  was  faid  to  be  befide 
himfelf,  and  mad.  At  other  times  he  was  called  a  can- 
ning deceiver  and  mailer  of  the  turious  arts.  But  in  this* 
his  enemies,  and  thole  of  his  people,  have  never  varied; 
And  their  fuccefs  has  been  equal  to  their  malice;  They 
crucified  him  as  an  enemy  to  Casfar,  with  the  title  of  usur- 
pation written  over  him  ;  and  they  have  compelled  all  his 
difciples  after  him,  to  bear  his  crofs,  and  to  groan  under 
the  weight  of  the  fame  unjuft  and  flanderous  charge; 

There  are  fetf  fubje&s  more  worthy  of  the  ferious  at- 
tention of  thofe  who  firmly  believe  the  word  of  God.  None 
which  will  afford  greater  occafion  to  adore  the  myflerioua 
depth  of  divine  Providence,  or  furnifh  more  inflru&ive 
lcilons  to  fuch  as  defirc  to  hold  on  with  ftcadinefs  in  the 

Voi.  II.  3  G 


#aths  of  true  religion.  Above  all,  this  fobjett  may  bis 
ufeful  to  minifters  of  the  gofpel.  It  will  contribute  to  af- 
fcertain  the  character  whieh  they  ought  to  bear;  to  dire£t 
em  m  their  duty  ;  to  prepare  them  for,  and  fortify  then* 
ffgainftthe  trials  which  it  is  irnpoffiblethey  can  avoid. 

In  difcourfing  further  upon  this  fubjeft  it  is  propofed, 
Trough  the  affiftance  of  divine  grace, 

L  By  a  fhort  hiftorical  deduftion,  chiefly  from  the  holy 
Scriptures,  to  fhew,  That  the  character  of  feditious,  trou- 
Wefome,  and  diforderly,  hath  been  conftanciy  given  by 
wicked  men  to  the  fcrvanteof  God. 


: 


H.  To  enquire,  and  endeavor  to  point  out,  what  it  is 
in  true  religion  that  gives  occafion  to  this  charge,  and 
ihakes  the  world  prone  to  believe  it. 


In  the  lad  place,  To  make  forne  praftical  improvement 
6f  what  may  be  laid. 


I  returrt  to  the  firfl  of  thefe,  viz. 

I.  By  a  fhort  hiftorical  dedu&ion,  to  {hew,  That  the 
diaradter  of  feditious,  troublefome,  and  diforderly,  hath 
Been  conftandy  given  by  wicked  men  to  the  fervants  of* 
God. — It  would  not  be  difficult  to  point  out  fomething  of 
this  fpirit  prevailing  in  the  world,  from  the  life  of  almofl 
every  good  man,  whofe  name  Hands  upon  record,  how- 
ever fhort  and  general  the  account  be,  that  is  given  of 
many  of  them  in  Scripture.  But,  as  milch  of  what  might 
properly  enough  fell  under  this  head,  will  be  neceflary  in 
the  illuftration  of  the  fecond ;  to  prevent  confufion  and 
repetition,  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  fome  leading  in- 
stances, in  very  different  ages,  from  the  earlieft  to  the 
lateft  times. 

The  firft  I  (hall  mention  is,  a  paflage  as  extraordinary 
in  its  nature,  and  as-fingular  in  its  circumftances,  as  any 
that  hiflory  affords.  It  is  the  meeting  of  Ahab  and  Elijah, 
ih  the  time  of  a  great  famine  in  the  land  of  Ifrael.  Ahab, 
that  profane  prince,  had  by  his  apoltacy  and  idolatry, 
brought  down  the  judgment  of  a  righteous  God,  both  on 
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ins  kingdom  and  on  his  houfe.  We  are  told,  "  That  he 
"  did  more  to  .provoke  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  to  anger, 
<"  than  all  the  kings  of  Ifrael  that  were  before  him.'Vi  He 
had  perfecuted  the  worihippers  of  the  true  God  with  un- 
relenting violence ;  and,  as  it  was  natural  to  expert,  he 
hated  with  uncommon  rancor,  and  diftinguifhed  by  un» 
common  feverity,  all  the  prophets  who  continued  fled*- 
fad  in  the  caufe  of  truth.  As  many  of  them  as  he  could 
lay  hold  of,  he  had  put  to  death.  He  had  hunted  for 
Elijah,  not  only  through  all  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  btut 
through  the  neighboring  nations,  as  we  find  related  by 
Obadiah  his  principal  fervant,  "  As  the  Lord  thy  God 
"  liveth,  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom  whither  my  lord 
"  hath  not  fent  to  feek  thee :  and  when  they  faid,  He 
"  is  pot  there  :  he  took  an  oath  of  the  kingdom  and  ita- 
•"  tiou  that  they  found  thee  not.''£  After  all  this  feve- 
jrity  on  his  part,  when  Elijah,  by  the  command  of  God 
went  out  to  meet  him,  fee  the  form  of  his  falutation;  u  And 
"  it  came  to  pafs,  when  Ahab  faw  Elijah,  that  Ahab.  faid 
44  unto  biro,  Art  thou  he  that  troubleth  Ifrael  V'c  To 
this  the  prophet  makes  the  following  ftrong  and  juft  reply, 
-"  I  have  not  troubled  Ifrael ;  but  thou  and  thy  father's 
"  houfe,  have  troubled  Ifrael,  in  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the 
4i  commandments  of  the  Lord ;  and  thou  hall  followed 
"  Baalim.? 

Another  inftance  fimilar  to  the  former  may  be  found  in 
Jehofhaphat  and  Ahab's  confultation  before  going  out  to 
battle.  *  And  Jehofhaphat  faid,  Is  there  not  here  a  pro- 
44  phet  of  the  Lord  betides,  that  we  may  enquire  of  him? 
"  And  the  king  of  Ifrael  faid  unto  Jehofhaphat,  There  is 
44  yet  one  man  (MicaiaJh  the  fon  of  Imlah)  .by  whom  We 
."  may  enquire  of  the  Lord ;  but  I  hate  him,  for  he  doth 
*  not  prophefy  good  concerning  me,  but  evii.V  Here, 
you  fee,  Micaiah  was  the  object  of  hatred  and  averfion, 
becaufe  he  denounced  the  judgment  of  God  againft  the 
king's  wip kednefs.  That  vengeance  which  he  himfelf 
not  only  merited,  but  Solicited  by  his  crimes,  was  attribu- 
ted to  malice  in  the  prophet, 

g.  I  Kiqgs  $vi.  33.        b  1  Kings  xviii.  10,        rlbid.  Yer,  \U 
(I  1  Kings  *xiit  7,  8t 
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:  an  inftance  of  a  general  accufation  of  this  kind} 
[1  all  the  worihippers  of  the  true  God,  by  Haman  in 
(he  book  of  Efther.  u  And  Haman  faid  unto  king  Aha* 
t%  fuerus,  There  is  a  certain  people  fcattered  abroad,  and 
i*  difperfed  among  the  people  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy 
"  kingdom,  and  their  laws  are  riiverfefrom  ail  people,  nei- 
"  ther  keep  they  the  king's  laws;  therefore  it  is  not  for 
5*  the  king's  profit  to  luffer  them.- 'a 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  met  with  the  fame  treatment  at 
different  times.  Neither  prince,  nor  priefts,  nor  prophets, 
were  able  to  bear  without  refentment,  the  threatenings 
^hich  he  denounced  in  the  name  of  God*  **  Now  it  came 
**  to  pafs,  when  Jeremiah  had  made  an  end  of  fpeaking 
all  that  the  Lord  had  commanded  him  to  fpeak  unto  aTI 
the  people,  that  the  prielts  and  the  prophets,  and  all  the 
people  took  him,  faying,  Thou  (halt  furely  die.  Why 
haft  thou  prophefied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  faying, 
This  hoofe  ftiall  be  like  Shiloh,  and  this  city  fliall  be  de- 
folate  without  an  inhabitant,  and  all  the  people  were 
*'  gathered  again  ft  Jeremiah  in  the  houfc  of  the  Lord.£— 
u  Then  fpake  the  priefls  and  the  prophets  unto  the  prill- 
,"  ces  and  to  all  the  people,  faying,  This  man  is  worthy  to 
41  die,  for  he  hath  prophefied  againft  this  city,  as  you  have 
fc  heard  with  your  ears.'V  We  find  him  afterwards  ex- 
prefsly  accufed  of  treachery  on  the  fame  account.  u  And 
ct  when  he  was  in  the  gate  of  Benjamin,  a  captain  of  the 
"  ward  was  there,  whofe  name  was  Irijah,  the  fop  of  She- 
<c  lemiah,  the  fon  of  Hananiah,  and  he  took  Jeremiah  the 
"  prophet,  laying,  Thou  failed  away  to  the  Chaldeans."*/ 
The  prophet  Amos  is  another  inftance,  precifely  paral- 
lel to  the  lalt.  Becaufe  of  his  fidelity  to  God,  he  was  iii- 
vidioufly  reprefented  as  an  enemy  to  the  king.  u  Then 
"  Amaziah  the  prieft  of  Beth-el  fent  to  Jeroboam  king  of 
u  Ifrael,  faying,  Amos  hath  confpired  againft  thee  in  the 
,"•  mid  ft  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  the  land  is  not  able  to  bear 
"  all  his  words.'V 

Our  blefled  Lord.and  Saviour  fell  under  the  fame  accu- 
fation.    However  plain  and  artleis  his  carriage,  he  is  cail- 

a  Either  iii.  9.     b  Jer.  xxvi.  8,9.     c  Ibid.  ver.  1 1. 
d  Jer.  xxxvii,  13.     Sec  alfo  chap,  xxxviii.  4.     e  Amos  vii.  10. 
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ed  a  deceiver  of  the  people.  "  There  was  much  murmur- 
u  ing  among  the  people  concerning  him,  for  fome  faid, 
•€t  he  is  a  good  man  :  others  faid,  Nay,  but  he  deceiveth 
44  the  people."*  His  enemies  endeavored  to  embroil  him 
with  the  civil  government  by  this  infidious  queltion,  "  Ik 
>*  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  to  Caefar,  or  not?**  And  that 
which  brought  him  at  laft  to  the  crofs  was  the  fame  pre- 
tended crime.  "  And  from  thenceforth  Pilate  fought  to 
"  releafe  him :  but  the  Jews  cried  out,  faying,  If  thou  let 
"  this  man  go,  thou  art  not  Caefar' s  friend :  whofoever 
u  maketh  himfelf  a  king,  fpeaketh  againft  Caefar/'^ 

I  (hall  clofe  this  view  of  the  Scripture  hiftcfy,  with  th* 
paflage  of  which  my  text  is  a  part.  The  whole  crime  of 
theapoftle  Paul,  and  his  companion,  was  preaching  the 
do&rine  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  his  great  and  darling  theme: 
We  are  told,  he  "  opened"  and  <c  alledged,  that  Chrift  muft 
•4  needs  have  fuffered,  and  rifen  again  from  the  dead.** 
Then  the  Jews,  to  whom  this  do&rine  always  was  a  ftum- 
bling-block,  were Cl  moved  with  envy/*  and  endeavored  to 
inflame  the  refentment  of  the  idolatrous  multitude :  they 
took  for  their  aflbciates  the  molt  wicked  and  profligate, 
*'  Certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  bafer  fort :"  They  «4  fet  all 
44  the  city  in  an  uproar :"  And  as,  no  doubt,  the  friends 
of  Paul  and  Silas  would  endeavor  to  protect  them  from 
the  injurious  aflault,  their  enemies  very  gravely  charge 
.them  as  the  authors  of  the  confufion,  both  there  and  elfe- 
where.  "  They  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide  down, 
44  are  come  hither  alfo,,? 

Having  produced  thefe  inftances  from  the  holy  Scrip* 
tares,  which  are  liable  to  no  exception,  I  fhall  fay  but 
little  on  the  fubfequent  periods  of  the  church.  Only  in 
general,  the  fame  Jpirit  will  be  found  to  have  prevailed  in 
every  age.  Whoever  will  take  the  pains  to  look  into  the 
hittory  of  the  church  before  the  reformation,  cannot  fail 
to  obferve,  that  when  any  one,  either  among  the  clergy 
pr  laity,  was  bold  enough  to  reprove  the  errors  in  clodtrine^ 
or  the  ambition,  luxury,  and  worldly  lives  of  his  cotem- 
poraries,  he  was  immediately  branded  as  a  fa&ious  and 

0  John  vii.  12,  b  Jo  Ah  xi&.  12. 
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diforderly  perfgn,  and  often  feverely  punifhed  as  an  enc* 
my  to  the  peace  of  the  church. 

That  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  fir  ft  reformers,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  is  too  well  known  to  need  any  proof. 
And  we  have  had  ft  ill  more  recent  examples  of  it  in  both 
parts  of  the  united  kingdom.  The  noble  ftruggle  which 
many  in  England  made,  about  an  hundred  years  ago,  for 
their  liberties  facred  and  civil,  ftill  bears  the  name,  of  the 
pmnd  rebellion.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that,  however 
juft  a  title  they  had  to  ftand  up  for  their  rights  as  men  and 
Chriftians,  yet  their  doing  fo  at  that  time,  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  fury  and  violence  of  their  enemies, 
who  were,  in  every  refpe£t,  the  aggreffors*  A  very  judU 
cious  hiftorian  fays  on  this  fubjeft,  "  That  which,  upon 
*k  the  whole,  was  the  great  caufe  of  the  parliament's 
••*  ftrcngth  and  the  king's  ruin,  was,  that  the  debauched 
^  rabble  through  the  land,  took  all  that  were  called  PurU 
H  tans  for  their  enemies ;  fo  that  if  a  man  did  but  pray  in 
tf  his  family >  or  were  but  heard  repeat  a  fermon,  or  fing  a 
**  pfalm,  they  prefently  cried  out.  Rebels,  round  heads,  and 
4t  all  their  money  and  goods  that  were  portable,  proved 
44  guilty,  how  innocent  foever  they  were  themfelves.  This 
44  it  was  that  filled  the  armies  and  garrifons  of  the  parlia- 
4i  ment  with  fober  pious  men.  Thoulands  had  no  mind 
41  to  meddle  with  the  wars,  but  greatly  defired  to  live  peace 
41  ably  at  home,  when  the  rage  of  foldiers  and  drunkards 
44  would  not  fufFer  them.'Vz 

And  in  Scotland,  after  the  rcfloration,  though  there  was 
no  ftruggle  for  civil  liberty,  all  who  chofe  to  obey  God 
rather  than  man,  either  in  the  fubftance  or  circumflances 
of  religious  duties,  were  charged  with  treafon,  and  fuffered 
as  rebels.  They  were  expelled  from  the  church  ;  yet 
cenfured  as  fchifmatics.  They  were  harrafTed,  fined  and 
imprifoned,  when  living  in  peace,  without  any  fault  but 
41  concerning  the  law  of  their  God  ;"  and  yet  complained 
of  as  troublefome.  They  were  barvfhed,  excommunica- 
ted, and  denied  the  common  benefits  of  life ;  and  yet, 
when  the  extreme  rigor  of  their  opprefibrs  compelled 
them  to  take  up  arms  in  felf-defence,  they  were  condemn* 

a  Calamy'sLife  of  Baxter,  Chap.  IV. 
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tcf  in  form  of  law  for  refilling  that  government  which  had 
denied  them  its  protection. 

I  forbear  to  add  any  more  particular  examples ;  but 
from  the  deduftion  above  given,  it  will  plainly  appear, 
that  worldly  men  have  been  always  difpofed,  firft  to  op- 
prefs  the  children  of  God,  and  then  to  complain  of  injury 
from  them,  that  by  dander  they  might  vindicate  their  op* 
preffion.  Their  {lander  too,  hath  flill  run  in  the  fame 
ttrain ;  troubles  of  Ifrsel,  deceiver*  of  the  people,  ene^ 
mies  to  C*far,  and  turners  of  the  world  upfide  down, 
have  been  the  opprobrious  titles  generally  given  to  the 
mod  upright  and  molt  faithful  men,  in  every  age  and 
country. 

We  proceed  now, 

II.  In  the  fecond  place,  To  encpire,  what  it  fcin  ttue' 
Religion  that  gives  occafion  to  this  charge,  and  makes  the 
World  prone  to  believe  it. 

That  there  muft  be  fometiiing  of  thi$  kind  i$  very  evi- 
dent. So  uniform  an  effeft,  could  not  take  plate  without 
an  adequate  caufe.  And,  (o  a  ferious  and  attentive  ob-- 
ferver,  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcern.  The 
general  caufe  of  this  effeft  is,  that,  in  an  equivocal  fenfey 
ihe  charge  is  juft.  True  religion  does,  indeed,  give  trou- 
ble and  uneafinefs  to  wicked  men,  while  they  continue 
Aich ;  and  k  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  they  will  deeply  re- 
fcnt  it.  In  order  to  ilhittrate  this  a  little  more  fully,  t 
beg  your  attention  to  the  three  following  obfervations* 

i.  The  example  of  the  fervants  of  God,  is  a  continual' 
And  fenfible  reproach,  to  the  contrary  conduft  of  the  mea 
of  the  world.  Nothing  can  preferve  peace  to  any  man, 
but  fome  meafure  of  felf-fatisfa&ion.  As*  a  deceived  heart 
turns  the  wicked  afide^  fo  the  continuance  of  felf-deceit  ir 
necefliiry  to' his  tailing  thofe  pleafures  of  fin  in  which  his* 
mifiaken  happinefs  is  placed.  To  reproach  his  conduft, 
Aerefore,  is  to  ditturb  his  dream,  and  to  wound  his  peace. 
And  as  pride,  however  finely  difguifed,  has  the  dominion 
hi  every  unrenewed  heart,f  how  offenfive  muft  every  fpe- 
cies  of  reproof  be,  to  men  of  this  chara&er  ?  Now,  is  not' 
the  example  of  every  good  man,  a  fevere  and  fenfiblef 
though  Went,    reproof  to  the  wicked  ?     With  whatever 
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fpecious  arguments  men  may  fometimes  plead  far 
with  whatever  falfe  pretences  they  may  often  excufe  am 
palliate  it  to  their  own  minds,  when  it  is  brought  into  one 
view  with  true  religion,  it  is  not  able  to  bear  the  compart 
fon.  The  example  of  good  men  to  the  wicked  is,  like  the 
fun  upon  a  weak  eye,  diftrefling  and  painful,  It  is  excel* 
lent  in  itfetf,  but  it  i$  offenfive  to  them*  If  I  may  fpeak  fiv 
it  flafhes  light  upon  the  confeience,  roufes  it  from  a  Hate  of 
infeufible  fecurity,  points  its  arrows,  and  fharpens  itp  fling. 
What  elfe  was  it  that  produced  the  firfl  aft  of  violence 
that  ftands  upon  record,  the  murder  of  Abel  by  his  bro- 
ther Cain  i  Qf  this  the  apoille  John  fpeaks  in  the  follow- 
ing terms,  "  Not  as  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wicked  one, 
"and  flew  his  brother:  and  wherefore,  flew  he  him? 
M  Becaufe  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  hia  brother's* 
"righteous*'9 

And,  as  every  worldly  man's  own  confeierrce  is  thus 
made  troubleibme  to  him  by  the  example  of  the  childrenf 
of  God:  fo  it  tends  to  fet  finners  at  variance  with  ooa 
another,  and  expofes  the  eondu£t  of  each  to  the  cenfureof 
the  reft.  SinT  however  untverfally  praftifed,  is  yet  gene* 
rally  fhameful.  Confcience  though  bribed,  and  compara- 
tively blind  in  a  man's  own  cafe,  is  often  juft  and  impart 
tial,  at  leafl  under  far  lefs  bias,  in  the  cafe  of  others.  It  isr 
in  this  way,  and  in  this  way  alone,  that  the  public  honor 
and  credit  of  religion  is  preferved,  amidlt  lb  great  a  majo- 
rity who  are  enemies  to  it  in  their  hearts.  Mull  not  then,- 
the  example  of  a  flrift  and  confeientious  perfon,  fet  in  the 
ftrongeft  light  the  faults  of  thofe  who  a£t  a  contrary  part, 
fo  often  as  they  happen  to  fall  under  obfervation  together. 
Nay,  does  it  not  open  the  eyes  of  the  world  upon  many 
lefler  blemifhes  which  would  othcrways  efcape  its  notice  ? 
The  degree  of  fhanle  that  attends  any  pra&ice,  is  alwaysr 
in  proportion  to  the  fenfe  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  have 
of  the  evil  of  it.  And  this  fenfe  cannot,  by  any  means, 
be  more  (lengthened,  than  by  an  example  of  what  isr 
good ;  as  deformity  never  appears  fo  {hocking  as  when 
compared  with  perfedl  beauty.  Thus,  a  truly  pious  mart 
is,  by  every  inllance  of  his  vifible  conduct,  cxpofing.  t* 
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reproach  fome  one  or  other,  and  by  confequence  provo- 
king their  refentment. 

It  is  for  this  reafon  that  men  difcover  fuch  a  pronefteft 
to  difparage  every  profeffion  of  piety  fuperior  to  their  own* 
How  common  is  it  to  afcribe  evefy  fuch  appearance  to 
weaknefs  or  hypocrify*  In  the  generality  of  wicked  men 
this  is  not  fo  properly  malice  as  felf-defence.  If  they 
fhould  allow  the  excellence  of  fuch  a  charadter,  it  would 
be  condemning  themfelves  out  of  their  own  mouths* 
Their  inward  refle&ion,  in  all  probability*  is  perfectly  fi- 
milar  to  that  of  the  Pharifces,  when  Chrift  a&ed  themf 
Whether  the  baptifm  of  John  was  from  heaven,  or  of  men  ? 
"  They  reafoned  with  themfelves,  faying,  If  we  (hall  fay 
41  from  heaven,  he  will  fay  unto  us,  Why  did  ye  not  then 
41  believe  him  V1  In  the  fame  manner,  fhould  any  confefs 
the  excellence  of  a  condudt  oppofite  to  their  own,  it  would 
be  impofllble  to  avoid  faying  to  them,  Why  do  ye  then 
fo  fin  again  (High t? 

Every  one  will  fee,  that  this  muft  neceffarily  hold  moll 
ftrongly  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  whofe  office,  or  whofe  work, 
is  of  a  public  nature.  They  are  like  a  city  fet  on  an  hilL 
As  their  charafter  is  mod  confpicuous,  it  is,  by  neceffary 
confequence,  mod  ufeful  to  the  good,  and  moft  provoking 
to  the  wicked.  Faithful  minillers  of  Chrift,  forinftance, 
are  the  lights  of  the  world,  and,  by  their  piety  and  dili- 
gence, are  a  (landing  reproach  to  the  world  lying  in  wick* 
ednefs.  But,  in  a  particular  manner,  they  muft  be  the 
objedts  of  the  hatred  and  refentment  of  thofe  of  their  own 
order,  who  will  not  follow  their  fteps.  This  is  an  evident 
confequence  of  the  principle  above  laid  down.  As  their 
character  fuficrs  moft  by  the  comparifon,  their  paffions 
mull  necefTarily  be  moft  inflamed.  Let  a  minifter  of 
Chrift  be  ever  fo  guarded  in  his  fpeech,  ever  fo  inoffenfive 
in  his  carriage,  ever  fo  dillant  in  reality  from  injuring 
others;  if  he  is  more  frequent  or  more  affeftionate  in 
preaching,  if  he  is  more  affiduous  in  the  duties  of  his 
f'lnftion,  this  muft  naturally  excite  the  refentment  of  the 
l.izy,  flothfnl  part  of  his  profeffion.  This  of  itfelf,  is  in- 
jury enough  to  thofe  who  love  their  worldly  eafc,  and  have 
more  plcafsirc  in  the  poflcflion  of  th/ir  benefice,  than  the 
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exercife  of  their  office.  Is  this  furpriftng  ?  Not  in  the 
lead,  His  conduft  floes  indeed  molell  their  quiet  ;  it 
either  forces  them  to  greater  diligence,  or  holds  up  their 
real  character  to  light,  and  espofes  them  to  conlempc 
and  (corn. 

In  order  at  once  to  confirm  and  ilhiftrate  this  truth,  be 
pleated,  niy  brethren,  to  obferve,  that  the  force  and  malig- 
nity of  envy  in  defaming  of  chara&ers,  is  always  in  pro- 
portion to  the  nearnefs  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the  charac- 
ter belongs*  Diftance,  either  of  time  or  place,  greatly 
abates,  if  not  wholly  extinguifhes  it*  Suppofe  the  charac- 
ter of  a  perfon  drawn,  who  lived  many  ages  ago*  or  even 
at  pre  fen  t  in  a  very  diftant  country ;  fuppofe  him  re  pre- 
ferred as  eminent  in  virtue  of  every  kind,  as  remarkably 
diligent,  as  indefatigably  a&ive  in  doing  good;  there  are 
few  who  fhevr  any  difpofition  to  call  in  queftion  the  foflt,  or 
impute  it  to  Knitter  motives*  But  let  the  fame  be  the  ap- 
parent character  of  any  man  among  his  cotemporaries, 
and  how  many  are  immediately  tip  in  arms  againl!  him  ? 
How  implicitly  do  they  believe,  and  with  what  pleafure 
do  they  fpread  every  idle  calumny  to  his  prejudice  ?  How 
is  his  piety  immediately  converted  into  hypocrify,  his  zeat 
into  fa&ion  and  ill  nature,  his  fervor  and  diligence  into  af- 
fectation and  love  of  popularity  ;  and,  in  a  word,  every 
valuable  quality  into  that  vice,  by  which  it  is  moft  com- 
monly or  mod  artfully  counterfeited. 

That  this  difference  of  judgment  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  reafon  I  have  afligned,  will  further  appear,  if  youcon- 
iider,  that  fofoon  as  a  connexion  of  the  fame  nature  hap- 
pens, by  any  accidental  circumflance  to  be  effcrblifhed, 
the  fame  invidious  refentment  immediately  takes  place 
againil  the  moll  diftant  chara&ers.  What  inveterate  pre- 
judice do  infidels  generally  fhow,  againll  the  characters  of. 
the  Scripture  faints,  ami  thofe  of  the  fathers  of  the  Chrillian 
church,  becaufe  theeltaWifhment  of  fuch  charafiers  does 
neceffarily  and  manifeltry  infer  the  overthrow  ofthecaufe 
in  which  they  are  embarked.  In  the  mean  rime,  the  wife 
men  of  the  heathen  nations  are  fuflered  to  pofTefs,  without 
contradi&ion,  all  the  reputation  which  their  countrymen* 
in  after-ages  have  thought  fit  to  bellow  upon  them.   -Nay, 
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fometimes  to  fcrve  a  certain  purpofe,  their  charader  is  in- 
creafed  and  magnified  fteyond  all  reafooable  bounds.— 
What  pains  Jbave  been  taken  by  thofe  Chriftians,  who  pa- 
tronize  the  modern  iaventions  and  improvements  in  theo- 
logy, to  undermine  the  chara&ers  of  the  mod  eminent 
champions  of  the  ancient  faith?  What  would  fome  perfons 
teach  us  to  believe  of  Athanafius  and  Auguftine  in  earlier, 
Calvin,  Luther  and  Melan&hon  in  later  times  ?  Not  that 
we  have  not  well  attefted  evidence  of  their  piety  and  in- 
tegrity, but  that,  being  of  different  fentiments  from  their 
accufers,  the  excellence  of  their  chara&er  is  too  good  a 
fupport  to  their  caufe.a 

2.  Another  reafon  why  the  fervants  of  God  are  repre- 
sented as  tfouble&me  is,  becaufe  they  will  not,  and  dare 
not  comply  with  the  finful  commandments  of  men.  In 
matters  merely  civil,  good  men  are  the  mod  regular  citi- 
zens and  the  mod  obedient  fubjefits.  But,  as  they  have  a 
Mader  in  heaven,  no  earthly  power  can  condrain  them 
to  deny  his  name  or  defert  his  caufe.  The  reply  of  Peter 
and  John  to  the  Jewifh  rulers  when  they  were  commando 
ed  "  Not  to  fpeak  at  ?U  or  teach  in  the  name  of  Jefus," 

a  I  take  the  opportunity  here  to  add,  That  the  principle 
above  laid  down,  will  plainly  account  for  the  great  and  unaf- 
faulted  reputation,  which  the  Monks  and  retired  devotee*  fo 
long  enjoyed  in  popifh  times.  It  was  lljeir  reputation,  indeed, 
which  upheld  for  fo  long  a  period,  that  immenfe  load  of  idola* 
trous  fuperftition,  the  Romilh  religion  ;  and  it  was  not  loft, 
till  they  were  grofly  corrupted,  and  convents  were  become  re- 
ceptacles of  the  mod  (hameful  impurity  and  lull.  Thefe  per- 
fons were  feparated  from  the  world.  No  frequent,  and  few 
near  companions,  could  be  made  between  them  and  others* 
Nay,  their  character  was  voluntary,  and  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
containing  no  pretence  of  an  obligation  upon  all  others  to 
imitate  it ;  and  therefore,  they  were  fuffered  to  live  unenvied. 
But  if  any  perfons  of  piety  towards  God,  and  fidelity  to  their 
Mailer's  caufe,  live  in  the  world,  and  refufe  to  be  conformed 
to  it,  they  mud  expect  the  fame  treatment  that  he  met  with. 
This  he  hath  told  them  himfelf,  "  If  the  world  hate   you,    ye 

"  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated  you.a* The  fervant 

"  is  not  greater  than  the  Lord.  If  they  have  pcrfecuted  roe, 
*'  they  will  alfo  pcrfecute  you ;  if  they  have  kept  my  faying, 
«  they  will  keep  yours  alfo* "6 

0  John  xv.  18,  b  VerfcSO, 
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was  in  the  following  terms,  "Whether  it  he  right  in  tha 
€i  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God, 
"  judge  ye."tf  With  what  invincible  conftancy  and  refo* 
lution  did  ShadracK  Mefliach,  and  Abednego  refufe  to 
bow  before  Nebuchadnezzar's  golden  image?  The  cafe  of 
Daniel  was  perfectly  fimilar,  whom  even  the  king's  com- 
mandment could  not  reftrain  from  prayer  to  God- 
When  good  men  are  unhappily  brought  into  thefe  eir- 
cumflanceSj  their  conduct  is  an  apparent  contradiction  to 
authority.  How  ready  are  lordly  and  oppreffive  tyrants 
to  ftyle  it  obftinacy  and  pride  ?  And  when  are  there  want- 
ing flavifh  and  fubmiilive  flatterers  near  every  inferior 
tribunal,  to  aggravate  the  crime,  and  to  cry,  "  If  thou 
u  let  this  man  go,  thou  art  not  Char's  friend  ?'J  It  is  not 
to  be  imagined,  indeed,  but  fuch  as  are  Grangers  to  true 
religion,  muft  be  greatly  provoked  at  thofe  who  will  not 
comply  implicitly  with  their  commands.  There  is  a  re- 
markable pafiage  in  a  letter  of  Pliny  the  younger,  to  the 
emperor  Trajan,  which  plainly  points  out  the  fentiments 
entertained  by  many  on  this  fubjeft.  He  was  a  man  in 
other  matters  abundantly  humane,  and  yet  hear  his  own 
account  of  his  treatment  of  the  Chriflians  when  brought 
to  his  tribunal.  "  1  afked  them  if  they  were  Chriftians  ; 
"  if  they  confeffed,  I  afked  them  again  threatening  pu- 
*4  nifliment.  If  they  perfifted,  1  commanded  them  to  be 
"  executed  ;  for  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  but,  whatever  their 
"  confeflion  was,  their  ftubbornefs  and  inflexible  obftina- 
^  cy  ought  to  be  puniihed." 

There  is  a  love  of  dominion  natural  to  all  men,  which 
is  under  no  controul  or  refiraint  in  thofe  who  are  void  of 
religion.  This  muft  naturally  difpofe  them  to  carry  on 
their  fchemes,  and  to  infill  on  having  them  univerfally 
complied  with.  It  frets  and  provokes  them,  therefore,  to 
find  any  who  will  not  be  fubfervient  to  their  pleafures. 
A  refufal  to  obey,  on  a  principle  of  confeience,  is  ex- 
prefsly  fetting  bounds  to  their  authority,  and  faying,  Hi- 
therto (halt  thou  go,  but  no  further.  How  few  are  able  to 
bear  this  with  patience,  the  hiflory  of  the  world  in  every 
age  is  one  continued  proof. 

a  Ac\s  iv.  I?. 
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Such  refofals  alfo,  do  always  reflect  fome  difhonor upon 
the  meafures  to  which  they  Hand  in  oppofition.  Whate- 
ver any  perfon  refufes  to  do,  he,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  re- 
prefents  as  wrong  and  finfiil;  and,  in  fome  refpe&s,  un- 
worthy  or  unfit  to  be  done.  Thus  it  comes  to  be  confi- 
dered  not  only  as  withdrawing  his  own  allegiance,  but  as 
corrupting  and  feducing  others.  And  no  doubt,  it  tends 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  world  to  the  difputed  com- 
mand, and  makes  fome,  perhaps,  fift  and  examine  what 
they  had  before  blindly  gone  into  without  fufpicion; — 
Hence  it  naturally  follows,  that  whenever  fuch  interfe- 
rence happens  between  human  and  divine  authority,  good 
men  muft  be  confidered  as  difordcrly  and  troublefome ; 
and  thofe  of  them  of  all  others  molt  troublefome,  who 
with  the  greateft  conftancy  adhere  to  their  duty,  or  who, 
with  the  greateft  honefty  and  boldnefs,  refill  and  oppofe 
corrupt  meafures. 

It  is  lefs  furprifing  to  find  inftances  of  this  between  hea- 
then and  Chriftian,  between  the  profeffing  fervants  and 
open  enemies  of  the  true  God.  But  it  is  aftonifhing  to 
think,  how  often  the  fame  thing  has  happened  between 
Chriftian  and  Chriftian,  who  ought  to  have  been  better 
acquainted  with  the  rights  of  confeience,  the  meafures  of 
fobmiffion,  and  the  duty  of  forbearance.  Not  only  all 
the  perfections,  but  many,  if  not  moft,  of  the  fchifms 
and  divifions  that  have  fallen  out  in  the  Chriftian  church, 
have  arifen  from  the  rigorous  impofitions  of  ufurped  au- 
thority. Unjuft  authority  is  the  very  effence  of  popery. 
The  church  of  Rome  has  exprefsly  claimed  a  power  of 
making  laws  to  bind  the  confeience,  diftinft  from  the  laws 
ef  God ;  and  feverely  punifhes  all  who  call  this  authority 
in  queftion.  Nor  hath  this  been  confined  to  them :  pro- 
teftant  churches,  though  their  feparation  is  founded  upon 
the  very  contrary  principle,  have  yet  often  in  praftice 
afted  in  the  fame  arbitrary  manner.  They  infill  upon 
obedience  to  all  their  appointments,  however  finful  in  the 
judgment  of  the  fubjedt:  and,  as  a  good  man  will  not  com- 
ply in  fuch  cafes,  how  often  doth  it  happen,  that,  after 
they  have  expelled  him  from  their  fociety,  ftript  him  of 
his  office,  and  robbed  him  of  his  maintenance,  they  alfp 
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call  out  his  name  as  evil,  loudly  charge  him  as  feditious 

and  troublefome,  and  the  author  of  all  that  confufion 
which  their  own  tyranny  occafions. 

3,  One  other  reafou  why  the  fervants  of  God  are  ac- 
eutcd  as  troublefome,  15,  becaufe  they  are,  in  many  in- 
stances, obliged,  to  bear  teftimony  againft  the  fins  of 
others,  and  openly  to  reprove  them*  Reproof  is  plainly, 
of  all  others,  the  greateft  offence  and  provocation  of  the 
road,  and  draws  down  their  heavieft  refentment:  and 
yet  it  is  often  unavoidable.  There  are  fome  cafes  in  which 
every  Chriftian  without  exception,  muft  feel  the  con- 
flraint  of  this  divine  law,  "Thou  (halt  in  any  wife  re- 
M  buke  thy  neighbor,  and  not  fufFer  fin  upon  him."tf— 
Some  fins  are  fo  flagrant  in  their  nature  that,  even  to  wit- 
nefs  them  with  filence,  would  imply  fome  participation  of 
the  guilt-  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  the  glory  of  the  pooreft  and 
meaneft  fervant  of  God,  to  refent  the  difhonor  that  is  done 
to  his  name,  and  reprove  the  rnoft  exalted  fjnner. 

But  this  duty,  and  the  odium  arifing  from  it,  falls  mod 
frequently  to  the  fhare  of  the  prophets  aYid  minifters  of 
God,  who  have  received  a  commiffion  to  fpeak  in  his  name 
and  to  plead  his  caufe.  The  faithful  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  includes  in  it  plainnefs  and  boldnefs  in  reproving  fin 
of  every  kind.  They  mud  affert  and  maintain  the  truth, 
and  point  out  the  errors  oppofite  to  it,  with  all  their  guilty 
fruits,  and  all  their  dreadful  confequences.  How  offenfive 
this  to  human  pride?  It  mull  certainly  either  convince  or 
provoke,  reform  or  inflame.  When  righteous  Lot  fays, 
in  the  mildeft  terms,  to  the  luflful  Sodomites,  "  I  pray 
*'  you  brethren,  do  not  fo  wickedly,"  how  iierce  is  the 
anfwer  ?  "  And  they  laid,  Hand  back.  And  they  faid 
"  again,  This  one  fellow  came  in  to  fojourn,  and  he  will 
u  needs  be  a  judge. "b 

How  many  martyrs  to  truth  have  there  been  fince  the 
world  began?  without  mentioning  thofe  in  the  Old  Telhi- 
ment,  you  fee  John  the  Baptilt  loft  his  life  by  reproving 
the  inceftuous  adultery  of  Herod  and  Herodias.  Our 
blefled  Saviour  gives  the  following  account  of  the  hatre4 
of  the  world  to  him,  and  the  contrary  reception  it  gave  to 

a  Lev.  xix.  17.         b  Gen.  xix.  9. 
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his  tetnporifing  brethren,  The  world  cannot  hate  you  J 
•*  but  me  it  hateth,  becaufe  I  teftify  of  rt^  that  the  works 
"  thereof  are  evil."  By  confulting  the  hiftory  of  the  gof- 
pel  you  will  find,  that  what  gave  rife  to  the  confpiracy  of 
the  Scribes  and  1?harifees  againft  him,  was  his  dragging 
off  the  mafk  under  which  they  fay  concealed,  and  difco- 
vering  the  errors  of  their  doftrine,  and  the  licentioufnefs 
of  their  praQice.  When  they  "  perceived  that  he  fpakef 
41  againft  them, — they  took  counfel  againft  him  to  put  him 
41  to  death  ;M  and  accomplifhed  it  fo  foon  as  they  could  dor 
it  with  fafety.  But  there  cannot  be  a  better  example,  or 
indeed,  a  more  lively  and  well  drawn  pifture  of  the  effe££ 
of  plain  and  juft  reproof,  than  in  the  cafe  of  Stephen, 
when  pleading  his  caufe  before  the  Jewifh  rulers.  "  Ye 
*•  ftiff-necked,  and  uncircumeifed  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  dot 
V  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  as  your  fathers  did,  fo  do 
"  ye.  Which  of  the  prophets  have  not  your  fathers  per- 
•*  fecuted  ?  And  they  have  flain  them  which  fhewed  be* 
*  fore  of  the  coming  of  the  juft  One  ;  of  whom  yeu  havef 
•*  been  now  the  betrayers  and  murderers.— When  they 
w  heard  thefe  things,  they  were  cut  to  the  heart,  and  they 
"  gna(hed  on  him  with  their  teeth." a  It  is  plainly  for  this 
reafon  that  the  apoftles,  in  their  prayers  for  affiftance,  da 
atmoft  conftantly  afk,  that  they  may  be  endued  with  a  pro* 
f>er  degree  of  boldnefs  and  resolution,  41  And  now,  Lord* 
•*  behold  their  threatnings ;  and  grant  unto  thy  fervant* 
44  that  with  all  boldnefs  they  may  fpeak  thy  word." J  Ma- 
ny other  prayers  are  to  be  found  in  the  apoftolic  writings 
which  run  in  the  fame  lirain.r 

It  is  very  natural  for  every  one  at  this  diftance,  to  ima- 
gine, that  he  could  have  been  in  no  danger  of  making 
fuch  an  obftinate  refillance  to  the  truth,  or  perfecuting, 
with  fuch  implacable  enmity,  thofe  who  efpoufed  it.  But, 
my  brethren,  all  worldly  men,  in  every  age,  have  ftill  the 
f.ime  abhorrence  of  the  faithful  fervants  of  God  ;  the  fame 
impatience  of  reproof,  when  it  touches  themfelves.  Our 
Saviour  draws  their  charafter  with  great  beauty,  in  fpeak- 

a  A  Sis  vii*  51,  52,  54.       b  A€ti  tv.  29.       c  See  Eph.  vii.  19* 
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ing  to  the  Pharifees  ;  **  Wo  unto  you  Scribes  and  Phart* 
■♦fees,  hypocrites,  becaufe  ye  build  the  tombs  of  the  pro- 
44  phets*  and  garniffi  the  fepulchres  of  the  righteous  ;  and 
**  fay,  If  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  we  would 
41  not  have  been  partakers  with  them  in  the  blood  of  the 
,f  prophets.  Wherefore  ye  be  witnefles  unto  yourfelves, 
44  that  ye  are  the  children  of  them  which  killed  the  pro- 
**  phets.'Vi  It  is  very  delicately  hinted  in  this  Iafl  verfe, 
that  they  were  of  the  fame  nature,  that  they  grew,  as  it 
were,  upon  the  fame  flock,  and  therefore  k  might  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  bring  forth  the  fame  fruit.  I  cannot 
but  here  mention  a  remark  of  a  very  eminent  writer  up- 
on this  parage  ;  u  That  all  nations  partake  much  of  this 
44  difpofition  of  the  Jews,  to  honor  the  dead  faints,  and 
perfecute  the  living."£ 

I  have  taken  notice  above,  that  in  every  period  of  the 
church,  the  molt  faithful  of  the  fcrvants  and  minUlers  oE 
God,  have,  in  &£t,  been  counted  troublefome  by  corrupt, 
and  worldly  men.  The  fame  paffages  of  hiftory  con  flan  U. 
\y  fhew,  that  this  has  arifen  chiefly  from  their  attempts  to 
uem  the  tide  of  prevailing  vice  ;  from  their  boldnefs  and 
faithfulnds  in  reproving  fashionable  crimes.  In  the 
twelfth  century,  Arnulphus,  a  devout  man,  and  excellent 
preacher,  fpeaks  thus  to  the  clergy :  u  I  know  that  you 
44  feek  my  life,  and  will  fhortly  kill  me  :  But  why  ?  I 
"fpeak  the  truth  to  you,  I  reprehend  your  pride  and 
C4haughtinefs,  avarice  and  luxury  :  therefore  1  pleafe  you 
44  not."*  And  in  the  fourteenth  century,  an  ancient  wri- 
ter fpeaks  of  the  court  of  Rome  in  the  following  terms  : 
44  For  what  can  you  conceive  will  happen  where  virtue 
44  was  long  ago  extinft  and  buried  ?  There  furely  truth 
44  is  the  higheft  crime,  and  of  itfelf  fufllcient  to  procure 
44  the  hatred  of  many.  For  how  can  we  expect  but  that 
44  Ihould  happen,  where  a  true  word  cannot  be  fpoken 
44  without  a  great  reproach,  where  the  worll  of  men  are 
44  promoted, — where  fimplicity  is  elteemed  madnefs, — 
44  where  good  men  are  rendered  ridiculous,  infomuch  that 

«Matt.  xxiii.  29,  30,  3  1.  t>  Tillotfon. 
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11  now  fcarce.any  of  them  doth  appear  but  to  be  laughed 
•c  at.  Thefe  few  things  truth  itfclf  hath  dared  to  fpeak, 
44  whence  you  may  gather  what  you  are  to  think  of  many 
41  others,  which  fear  doth  force  me  to  conceal."**  It  is 
unneceffary  to  cite  many  paflages  to  this^urpofe  ;  I  fliall 
therefore  conclude  this  head  with  the  following  juft  re- 
flection of  the  pious,  diligent,  and  catholic  Mr.  Baiter ; 
44 1  fee  there  is  no  help  for  it,  but  we  mud  offend  wicked 
4t  men.  It  is  impoffible  to  avoid  it,  but  either  by  our 
14  Clence  or  their  patience.  Silent  we  cannot  be,  be- 
44  caufe  the  word  of  God  commands  us  to  fpeak ;  and 
44  patient  they  cannot  be,  becaufe  fin  has  the  dominion  in 
«4  their  hearts." 

.  We  now  proceed,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  prac- 
tical improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.     And, 

In  the  fivft  place,  You  may  learn  from  what  has  been 
faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  the  juft  and  proper  anfwer  to  an 
objeflion  againil  the  gofpel,  much  infilled  on  by  its  ene- 
mies, viz.  That  it  has  introduced  perfecution  for  con- 
science fake,  with  which  the  world  was  in  a  great  meafure 
unacquainted  before.  There  are  few  fubje&s,  on  whicli 
in£dels  enlarge  with  greater  pleafure,  than  the  cruel  ha- 
tred and  animofity  that  has  prevailed ;  the  bloody  wars 
that  have  been  carried  on ;  nay,  the  favage  and  inhuman 
malTacres  that  have  been  perpetrated  on  a  religious  ac- 
count, fince  the  publication  of  the  gofpel.  I  think  this 
objection  is  but  feldom  anfwered  as  it  might  be.  It  is 
ufually  indeed,  and  juftly  obferved,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  done  by  thofe  profefling  the  gofpel,  there  is  no 
countenance  given  in  it  to  fuch  a  fpirit  and  practice.  But 
the  objection  is  not  wholly  removed,  while  infidels  are 
allowed  Hill  to  contend,  as  if  it  ferved  their  own  caufe, 
that  perfecution  has  been  its  conftant  attendant  and  infe- 
parable  cffe£t.  We  ought  therefore,  towreft  this  argument 
out  of  their  hands,  and  firft  to  produce  this  fa£t  as  an  ac- 
complifliment  of  our  Saviour's  prediction ;  "  Think  not 
"  that  1  am  come  to  fend  peace  on  earth :  I  came  not  to 
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"  fend  peace,  but  a  fword*  For  I  am  come  to  fet  a  man 
"  at  variance  againft  his  father,  and  the  daughter  again  It 
"  her  mother,  and  the  daughter*in-]aw  againft  her  mother. 
11  in-law-  And  a  man's  foes  fhall  be  they  of  his  own 
»  houfhold.1'* 

Having  gone  thus  far,  we  have  reafon  to  contend  that 
the  difciples  of  Chrift  have  always  fuffered,  and  never  in- 
flifted  the  injury,  though  they  have  often  been  obliged  to 
bear  the  blame.  The  multitude  of  heathen  religions, 
though  not  always,  yet  did  generally  agree  together  s  and 
well  they  might,  for  they  were  all  from  the  fame  author. 
None  of  them,  however,  could  agree  with  the  gofpel :  for 
this  plain  reafon,  that ,L  no  lie  is  of  the  truth/*  But  from 
what  quarter  did  the  violence  proceed  ?  Did  not  the 
dreadful  perfections  again  it  the  Chriilians,  in  the  three 
firft  centuries,  proceed  from  the  heathens  ?  Did  the 
Chriilians  commit  any  other  crime  againft  ihem,  than 
pointing  out  the  fin  and  danger  of  their  idolatrous  wor- 
fliip,  and  immoral  practices  ?  Was  not  this  alone  fufii- 
icient  to  raife  a  cry  againft  them,  as  turning  the  world  up* 
fide  down  ?  And  in  all  the  fublccjucnt  perfcuilions  among 
profeffing  Chriilians,  was  it  any  thing  elfe  than  the  proud, 
violent,  and  worldly  fpirit  of  thofe  who  made  a  gain  of 
'godlinefs,  opprefling  the  few  real  believers  of  every  deno- 
mination ?  There  is  an  antichridian  fpirit  in  every 
church,  that  ihews  itfelf  in  perfecution,  in  a  greater  or 
leffer  degree.  But  there  can  be  nothing  more  unjuft,  than 
to  attribute  the  perfecution  of  Chriff  s  difciplec  by  his  ene- 
mies and  theirs,  to  the  fpirit  of  his  religion. 

Is  it  then  boldly  aflirmed  by  fome,  that  the  Chriftian  is 
the  only  religion  in  the  world  that  leads  to  perfecution  ? 
I  anfwer,  on  the  contrary,  It  is  the  only  religion  that  has 
fuffered  perfecution  from  all  in,  numerous  enemies  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  it  is  the  only  religion  in  the  world  that 
requires,  and  points  out  the  obligation,  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, and  makes  the  juft  and  proper  divifion  between  the 
things  that  are  Cajfar's,  and  the  things  that  are  God's. 
That  it  is  often  blamed  as  perfecuting  others,  is  a  proof 

*  Matth.  x.  34,  35,  ZQ. 
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and  illuftration  of  this  truth.  For  all  is  of  a  piece,  and  the 
falfe  accufation  arifes  from  the  fource  which  I  have  opened 
up  above,  and  confirmed  by  examples  produced  from  hif- 
tory.  To  thefe  I  (hall  now  only  add  one  obfervationt 
which  comes  in  with  peculiar  propriety  here ;  That  innu- 
merable inftances  may  be  given,  in  which  thofe  very  per- 
fons  who  were  ready  to  lift  the  fecular  arm  againft  good 
men,  have  loudly  complained  of  the  exercife  of  difcipline, 
and  the  cenfures  of  the  church  upon  their  crimes.  Thefe 
they  often  ftyle  perfecution,  and  always  affirm  to  flow 
from  a  perfecuting  fpirit.  But  as  they  are  often  neceflary, 
fo  even  when  they  are  unjuflly  applied,  it  is  plain  from 
their  very  nature,  that  if  they  be  groundlefs,  they  mull  be 
perfectly  harmlefs. 

Thus  the  ftate  of  the  world  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ob- 
jection againft,  that  it  is  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel. 
True  GhrifHans  have  fuffered  from  every  quarter ;  from 
within  and  from  without;  from  open  enemies  and  from 
falfe  brethren.  They  have  been  firft  perfecuted,  and  then 
Haridered  as  perfecuting  others  ;  nay,  obliged  to  bear  th? 
odium  of  that  very  oppreflion  under  which  they  groaned* 
Of  all  this  they  are  fairly  fore- warned  by  their  Saviour, 
who  fays,  "  Behold,  I  fend  you  forth  as  fheep  in  the  midft 
"  of  wolves."  They  are  expofed  to  injurious  treatment 
from  many,  and  may  expedt  to  fuffer  without  caufe.  None 
however  make  fo  cruel  a  havoc,  as  thofe  wolves  who  put 
on  Iheep's  clothing  ;  and  yet,  of  all  their  cruelty,  the  poor 
fufFering  fheep  mud  bear  the  blame. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  guilt 
and  danger  of  thofe  who  falfely  accufe  the  children  of  God. 
Perhaps  you  may  be  ready  wholly  to  refufe  the  charge, 
and  to  fay,  Where  is  the  neceflity,  where  is  the  propriety 
of  this  at  prefent  ?  Have  we  not  all  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty ?  and  are  not  religion  and  its  minifters  in  efteem 
and  repute  ?  I  anfwer,  It  is  never  unneceflary.  The  fault 
I  complain  of  i.s  no  part  of  the  peculiar  degeneracy  of  this 
ape.  It  is  not  confined  to  any  one  age,  country,  or  pro- 
fcfllon,  but  is  common  to  them  all :  and  we  would  but 
deceive  ourfelves,  fhould  we  fondly  fancy  we  are  exempt- 
ed from  it.     Nay,  our  prefent  Itate  as  a  church  and  na* 
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tion3  feems  to  render  fuch  a  warning  peculiarly  ft  a  fori - 
able-  We  have  long  enjoyed  outward  peace,  In  every 
other  country  this  has  introduced  a  world  }y  fpirk,  ambi- 
tion, luxury,  and  floth.  And  is  there  no  veftige  of  thefe 
characters  among  us  now  ?  Who  will  pretend  it  ?  Are 
there  not  fome  who  cannot  endure  fuch  ftridnefs  as  is 
inconfiftent  with  conformity  to  the  gay  and  falhionabte 
world  ?  Do  not  all  fuch  incline  to  charge  every  proieflion 
of  piety  with  hypocrify  ?  Do  they  not  confider  every 
faiEhful  reprover,  as  an  enemy  to  their  peace  ?  Do  they 
not  hear  with  fee  ret  pleafure,  and  fpread  with  apparent 
triumph,  every  report,  to  the  prejudice  of  fuch  troublers 
of  Ifrael  ? 

This  then  is  the  character ;  and  as  many  of  you  as 
conference  charges  with  the  guilt,  may  fee  your  danger. 
You  may  fee  whofe  caufe  you  plead,  and  whofe  reward 
you  Aval!  fhare.  What  inward  enmity  do  you  difcover 
ugainft  the  fpirk  and  power  of  true  religion  ?  You  are  of 
the  number  of  thole  who  "  Hate  the  light,  and  will  not 
tfi  come  to  the  light,  left  your  deeds  fhould  be  reproved/* 
You  Lire  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  fay  "  to  the  feers,  fee 
"  not,  and  to  the  prophets,  prophefy  not  unto  us  right 
4t  things,  fpeak  unto  us  fmooth  things,  and  prophefy  de- 
"  ceit."  You  will  not  kt  endure  found  doftrine,"  but  love 
and  follow  only  that  which  will  exercife  and  amufe  your 
imagination  and  fancy,  footh  and  gratify  your  pride  and 
vanity,  or  make  and  keep  you  at  peace  with  yoi-irfelves. 
You  are  afleep  in  fecurity,  and  will  avoid  every  thing 
that  may  tend  to  diliurb  or  interrupt  your  dangerous  re- 
pofe.  And  how  hurtful  is  ycxxv  condutl  to  others  ?  Yen 
blafi  the  characters  and  lefilrn  the  ufefulnefs  of' the  minif- 
ters  of  Chriit.  You  bring  an  evil  report  upon  the  truth, 
by  rendering  them  odious  or  contemptible  who  bear  it, 
— And  if  we,  my  brethren,  who  arc  minilk-rs  of  the  gof- 
pel,  imitate  this  example  in  any  meafure,  if  we  difcover 
a  fufpicion  and  jealoufy,  or  an  r.vei  iion  and  hatred,  at  all 
who  are  more  diligent  than  ourfelvcs,  what  difhonor  limit 
fall  upon  our  profciiion,  what  a  hindrance  is  it  to  the  edi- 
fication of  others,  and  what  guilt  do  we  bring  upon  our 
own  fouls. 
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3.  If  this  has  been  the  conftant  lot  of  all  the  fervants 
of  God,  to  be  accufed  as  feditious  and  troublefome,  let 
every  cautious  perfon  beware  of  being  milled  by  the  per- 
fecuting  cry.     I  alk  any  man  who  is  converfant  ill  the 
world,  if  he  hath  not,  in  many  inftances,  been  infenfibly 
taught  to  form  a  hateful  idea,  or  to  entertain  a  defpicable 
opinion  of  many   mini  Iters,  without  the  lead  perfonal 
knowledge,  the  leafl  fatisfying  evidence  or  proof.     What 
is  the  reafon  ?     "Why,  he  hath  been  told,  that  they  are 
proud,  hypocritical,  factious,  cenforious,  troublefome  men. 
Well,  the  thing  is  poffible,\no  doubt.     But,  in  the  mean 
time,  it  is  far  from  being  certain ;  and  this  fort  of  charac- 
ter induftrioufly  propagated,  is  no  evidence  of  it  at  all,  or 
rather  is  a  prefumption  of  the  contrary.     You  fee,  from 
the  inftances  produced  above,  that  this  is  a  reproach  per- 
petually thrown  upon  the  mod  upright  and  faithful  of  the 
fervants  of  God;  that  it  may  very  naturally  arife  from  their 
fidelity  itfelf ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  avoided  by  thofe  who 
refill  the  corrupt  meafures,  who  reprove  the  public  vices, 
or  who  ihame  the  criminal  lazinefs,  and  negligence  of 
others.     An  ignorant,  vicious,  worthlefs  minifter,  is  en- 
vied by  no  body.     He  is  therefore  quite  fafe  from  all  the 
poifoned  arrows  which  fly  from  that  quarter.     He  is  ra- 
ther a  foil  to  many,  to  fet  off  and  illuftrate  their  own  conv* 
parative  excellence.     He  is  therefore  often  pardoned,  pi- 
tied,  and  protedled.     Whereas  a  faithful  minifter,  who 
openly  dares  to  bear  witnefs  againft  the  rpoftacy  of  others, 
is  traduced  and  flandered,  loaded  with  imaginary  crimes, 
and  often  falls  a  martyr  to  the  finking  caule  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs. 

4.  Since  the  world  is  fo  prone  to  receive  the  accufation 
cf  fa&ion  againlt  the  children  of  God,  let  them  be  care- 
fur  to  give  no  real  ground  for  it.  Unjuft  calumny  has 
fometimesthe  contrary  eifeft.  When  men  find,  that  it  is 
impoilible  to  pleafe  a  capricious  world,  or  wholly  to  efcape 
ilam'.er,  they  are  apt  to  give  up  all  folicitude  upon  that 
head,  and  take  no  farther  pains  to  avoid  fufpe&ed  appear- 
ances. This  I  take  to  be,  precifely,  what  the  Scripture 
calls  being  "  overcome  cf  evil."  But  how  much  better  is 
\t  "to  overcome  evil  with  good?'*  Let  us,  as  often  as  poffl* 


The  Charge  of  Sedition  and  Fact'ten 


We*  confute  the  a  ecu  fat  ion  by  an  unblameable  carriage  ; 
and  when  we  mull  fuller,  let  us  be  careful  that  we  fuflTcrt 
not  as  evil  doers,  but  for  well  doing.  For  this  purpofe  I 
wouM  humbly  offer  tominilters  the  two  following  direc- 
tions,  which  1  eftcem  of  great  moment* 

(i.)  Let  all  our  zeal  tor  the  plory  of  God  be  conduced 
not  only  with  Head! ne Is,  but  with  meeknefs*  Lgt  us  ever 
remember,  that  the  wraih  of  man  worketh  not  the  rijihte- 
cufnefs  of  God*  Let  our  language  be  always  flrittly 
guarded,  and  tree  from  exprdfions  of  rage  and  fury.  If 
we  are  faithful  to  our  duty,  it  will  fufficiently  provoke  fin- 
vers,  we  need  not  add  to  it  by  any  mixture  ofhuman  pal- 
Con.  What  noble  and  effectual  principles  are  we  furnifh* 
ed  with  in  Scripture,  for  avoiding  every  dangerous  ex- 
treme? Love  to  God,  and  love  to  man,  make  up  the  lum 
of  practical  religion.  Thcle  are  the  immediate  fruits  of 
jNuth,  and  all  the  truths  of  the  gofpeJ  tend  to  ftrengthen 
and  improve  them.  And  as  love  to  God  produces  indig- 
nation  again  ft  fin,  refutation  and  boldnefs  in  oppof]ng  it ; 
lb,  love  to  man  will  naturally  produce  the  deepefl  com- 
panion for  the  miferable  (late  of  every  enemy  of  God,  and 
prevent  firmnefs  from  degenerating  into  violence. 

(2.)  The  other  direction  I  would  oiler  upon  this  fub- 
\ei\  is,  that  miniliers  take  care  to  avoid  oflicioully  inter- 
meddling in  civil  matters.  A  miniller  fliould  be  feparat- 
td  and  lit  apart  for  his  own  work;  he  Ihould  be  confe- 
v  rated  to  I j " s  oihee.  It  is  little  glory  to  him  to  be  eminent- 
ly fkiiicd  in  any  oilier  fciencc,  except  iuch  as  may  be 
handmaids  to  theology,  and  are  by  him  habitually  turned 
into  a  divine  channel.  I\l  millers  giving  themfehes  to 
worldly  employments,  have  been  commonly  of  bail  fame  ; 
and  where  there  is  a  fufficicnt  provilion  made  for  their 
maintenance,  fcem.s  to  he  an  unjull  alienation  of  their  time 
r.nd  taicnts.  Lut  it  is  hill  more  finiul  and  dangerous, 
for  them  to  defire  or  claim  the  chn.ft'on  of  fuel)  matters'as 
fall  widiin  the  province  of  the  civii  maglftrare.  When 
cur  bit  fled    Sa; 
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om  is  not  of  this 
"  world/'  he  plainly  intimates  to  his  ddciples  that  they 
have  no  title  to  inlei  meddle  wit:"!  hate  affairs.  Nav,  he 
cxpreisly  warns  them  ^ahift  a   lordly  and  arbitrary  do- 
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minion,  even  in  their  own  proper  fphere.  u  The  kings 
44  of  the  Gentiles  exercife  lordfhip  over  them  ;  and  they 
44  that  exercife  authority  upon  them  are  called  benefactors, 
44  But  ye  lhall  not  be  fo:  but  he  that  is  greateft  among  yoa 
44  let  him  be  as  the  younger  ;  and  he  that  is  chref;  as  he 
44  that  doth  ferve."tf  I  cannot  help  mentioning  here,  that 
tliis  is  one  of  the  things,  for  which  our  worthy  anceftors 
of  the  church  of  Scotland  (now  defpifed  by  many)  defervc 
the  higheft  commendation.  It  was  an  invariable  princi- 
ple with  them,  to  be  againft  the  civil  power  and  places  of 
kirkmen.  And  furely,  if  minifters  confine  themfelves  en- 
tirely to  their  own  proper  duty,  they  will  be  much  lefs  lia- 
ble to  exception  than  otherwife.  They  may  then,  war- 
rantably  ufe  the  greateft  fidelity  in  reproving,  and  the 
greateft  ftriftnefs  in  difcipline ;  and  though  the  wicked 
flander  and  oppofe  them,  the  good  will  defend  them,  and 
God  will  fupport  them. 

5.  In  the  laft  place,  Since  the  charge  of  fattion  and  fe- 
dition  has  been  always  brought  againft  faithful  minifters, 
let  us  learn  to  bear  it  with  patience,  and  never  diffemble 
the  troth,  or  depart,  in  any  meafure,  from  our  duty,  in 
order  to  avoid  it.  A  perfon  of  a  generous  mind  feels  ft 
wound  in  his  reputation  more  deeply,  than  almoft  anv 
other  injury.  We  are  flill  apt  fondly  to  flatter  ourfelvev- 
that  as  religion  is  truly  amiable  in  itfelf,  and  ought  to 
make  no  enemies,  that  therefore  we  fliall  have  none- 
Some  are  very  apt  to  omit,  or  flightly  to  perform,  feveral 
parts  of  their  duty,  through  that  "  fear  of  man  that  bring. 
44  eth  a  fnave.1'  They  are  unwilling  to  forego  the  hope, 
that  by  certain  prudent  compliances  they  will  conciliate 
and  preferve  the  favor  of  every  man  and  every  party. 
But  the  expe&ation  is  wholly  vain.  The  experience  of 
many  ages  hath  proved  it  fo.  Let  us  therefore  bear  with 
patience  the  falfe  accufation.  It  hath  been  the  lot  of  the ' 
beft  and  worthieft  men  in  every  age.  It  was  the  lot  of  our 
blcfled  matter,  and  lhall  we  refufe  to  bear  his  crofs  1  Is  it 
not  u  enough  for  the  difciple  that  he  be  as  his  mailer,  and 
44  the  fervant  that  he  be  as  his  Lord  ?**     The  triumph  of 
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linners  is  but  very  fhort*  In  a  little  lime  all  earthly  reliu 
lions  (hall  be  diffolved.  Then  high  and  low,  nugiftrates 
and  fubjefts,  miniflers  and  people,  Ihall  Hand  before  the 
judgment-feat  ot  Chrilt-  He  ihull  iL  render  to  every  one 
•*  according;  to  his  deeds,'*  There  the  great  and  noble 
fliall  find  no  partial  favour;  there  the  poof  and  mean  fhall 
not  efeape  observation  ;  and  there  the  lyin^  flanderer  (hall 
be  put  to  eternal  filence.  He  Ihall  openly  acknowledge 
every  faithful  fervant,  and  "bring  forth  his  nghteoufnt;fs 
**  as  the  light,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon  day." 
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c  a  a  ft  6  e, 

S  I  Rj 

A  §  you  are  now  ordained  a  mini  ft er  of  Chrift,  andl 
J\^  have  received  the  charge  of  this  congregation,  I 
hope  you  will  bear  with  me  a  little,  while  I  offer  you  t 
few  advices  as  to  the  difcharge  of  your  important  trtft; 
And  I  cannot  help  beginning  by  congratulating  you  6* 
the  unanimous  call  you  have  received  from  this  people, 
tiowever  defpifed  by  fome,  I  count  it  a  moft  happy  cm- 
cumftance  both  for  you  and  them.  It  introduces  yon 
with  great  advantage*  It  gives  you  a  fair  and  impartial 
hearing ;  and,  if  you  do  not  preferve  their  efteem  and 
love,  it  will  probably  be*  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to 
yourfelf* 

I  mud  firft  of  all  befeech  you,  in  the  moft  earned  man- 
ner, to  be  ftridl  and  frequent,  in  enquiring  into  the  truth 
and  reality  of  religion  in  your  own  foul.  Perfonal  relU 
gion  is  the  foundation  of  all  relative  duties.  They  can 
fcarcely  be  performed  in  any  tolerable  meafure  Without  it. 
It  is  equally  neceffaiy  to  your  ufefulnefs*  and  to  your 
comfort.  It  is  a  difficult  thing,  and  it  is  a  dreadful  thing, 
to  preach  an  unknown  Saviour.  Examine,  therefore* 
whether  you  are  4€  born  again  ;w  whether  you  hive 4<  paff- 
ed  from  death  to  life ;"  whether  you  are  united  to  Chrift 
by  faith ;  whether  you  know  by  experience,  the  difference 
between  a  ftate  of  nature  and  a  ftate  of  grace,  or  not: 
While  I  fpeak  this,  I  affure  ydu*  I  do  not  mean  it,  and  I 
hope  none  will  interpret  it,  as  any  reflection  againft,  or 
implying  any  fufpicion  of  you,  who  have  given  me  no 
caufe.  I  (peak  it  from  a  deep  impreffion  rf  its  impor- 
tance to  us  allw  How  miferable  a  cafe  is  it,  to  have  it  as 
our  bufinefs  to  bring  others  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and 
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be  ourfelves  at  laft  thruft  out.  A  minifler  is  as  much  lia- 
ble to  felf-deceit  as  any  other,  and  in  fome  refpe&s  more 
fc.  We  are  in  danger  of  thinking  ourfelves  too  eafily 
fide,  by  comparing  that  outward  regularity,  to  which  our 
office  itfelf,  even  from  fecular  motives,  obliges  us,  with 
the  licentious  extravagance  of  profane  finners.  We  may 
alfo  miftake  oar  frequent  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  the 
"  things  of  God,"  in  the  way  of  our  catling,  for  an  evi- 
dence of  true  religion  in  ourfelves.  Nay,  we  are  in  dan- 
ger of  miflaking  thofe  gifts,  with  which  God  furniflieth  us 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  people,  for  the  fruits  of  the  SpU 
rit,  and  gracious  difpofitions  in  our  own  hearts.  Main- 
.tain,  therefore,  a  holy  jealoufy  over  yourfelf.  Give  di- 
JM  ligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election  fure."  And, 
if  you  fave  your  own  foul,  you  will  probably  carry  many 
■others  with  you  to  a  better  world ;  and  be  able  to  fay,  af- 
ter the  example  of  Ghrilt,  "  Behold  I,  and  the  children 
"  whom  God  hath  given  me.,J 

As  to  the  duties  of  your  office,  feethat  you  preach  the 
♦pure  and  uncorrupted  doftrine  of  Chrift.  Preach  Chrift 
crucified,  who  is  u  the  wayt  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  j* 
and  without  whom  u  no  man  can  go  unto  the  Father." 
You  will  never  be  able  to  make  men  truly  good,  till  you 
convince  them  of  their  loll  ftate  by  nature ;  and  thence 
make  them  fee  the  neceffity  of  juflification  by  the  free 
grace  of  God,  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 
If  you  would  know  what  place  Chrift  ought  to  hold  in  your 
preaching  and  fcheme  of  do&rine,  obferve  what  room  he 
iills  in  the  oracles  of  truih.  To  the  crofs  of  Chrift  give  all 
the  prophets  witnefs.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is  the  fum  and 
fubftance  of  the  New  Teftament.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is 
the  Chriilian's  hope.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  is  the  Chrif- 
tian's  glory.  You  fee,  by  a  ferious  perufal  of  the  New 
Teftament,  that  the  facred  writers  largely  illullrate  the 
feveral  parts  of  his  Gharafter  and  office,  and  feem  with 
pleafure  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  his 
praife.  They  fhow  how  much  we  are  to  depend  upon  him 
for  ftrength  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duty  ;  and  enforce  all 
their  exhortations  by  motives  drawn  from  what  he  hath 
done,  and  is  ftill  doing,  for  his  church  and  people.     You 
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will  foon  find  from  experience,  that  no  cold  reafonings  an 
the  nature  and  beauty  of  virtue,  can  have  fuch  influence 
m  mortifying  corrupt  affections,  as  a  believing  view  of* 
pierced  Saviour.  For  this  very  reafon  many  deteft  the 
do&rine  of  the  crofs.  It  gives  a  mortal  blow  to  every 
darling  luft.  It  gifes  fuch  a  view  of  the  holinefs  and  jut 
tice  of  God,  as  is  intolerable  to  all  thofe  who  cannot  think 
of  breaking  their  attachment  to  fin  and  vanity. 

There  is  one  particular  reafon  why  I  have  mentioned 
this  at  prefent,  and  infilled  on  it  at  fome  length.  It  is  or- 
dinary to  meet  with  ferious  perfons  who  complain  much, 
that  from  many  pulpits  they  hear  little  or  nothing  of  the 
do&rine  of  the  grace  of  God ;  that  the  grand  and  leading 
truths  of  the  gofpel  are  either  flatly  contradi&ed,  or  kept 
entirely  out  of  view,  and  fomething  elfe  fubftituted  in  their 
place.  I  am  far  from  faying  that  this  is  indeed  the  cafe. 
On  the  contrary,  I  tremble  to  think  that  it  fliould  be  but 
barely  pbflible ;  for  all  thefe  do&rine  are  clearly  contain- 
ed in  the  Gonfefllon  of  Faith,  which  every  minifterin 
Scotland  has  fubferibed.  If,  therefore,  there  be  any  one 
ambngus,  who  doth  not  preach  the  do&rine  of  original 
fin,  of  Chrill's  imputed  righteoufnefs,  juftification  by  free 
grace,  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  and  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit,  he  is  guilty  of  perjury  of  the  worft  kind,  for 
which  I  know  no  excufe.  Such  a  perfon  is  not  only 
chargeable  with  departing  from  the  fkith,  but  with  an  abfo- 
lute  proftitution  of  confidence,  and  a  whole  life  of  hypo* 
crify  and  deceit.  I  am  indeed  entirely  at  a  lofs  how  to 
account  for  this  apprebenfion  in  the  people,  of  a  difference 
in  do&rine ;  but  as  there  certainly  is  fuch  an  apprehen- 
fion,  I  think  I  cannot  difcharge  my  duty  on  this  occafioo* 
without  exhorting  you  to  be  clear  and  explicit  upon  thefe 
heads.  The  truth  is,  they  are  of  fo  general  confequence, 
and  have  fo  neceflary  a  connexion  with  every  other  part 
of  religion,  that,  be  the  fubje&  what  it  will,  where  they 
are  firmly  believed,  1  (hould  imagine  the  manner  of  think- 
ing and  fpeaking  would  be  fuch,  as  to  leave  no  jealoufy  of 
an  intended  omiffion. 

This  leads  me  to  exhort  you,  to  preach  plainly,  or  in  1 
way  that  may  be  level  to  the  capacities  of  the  hearers^ 
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t>olh  a$  to  fentimcnt  and  expreffion.  God  forbid,  that  1 
jhould  deft  re  you  to  rufh  into  a  pulpit  without  pre  pan- 
Jiorn  to  preach  in  a  diforderly  method,  or  in  a  mean,  flo- 
Ytnly  or  indecent  ityle,  AH  pains  ihould  be  taken  to 
feek  out  fit  and  "  acceptable  words.*'  But  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  abiurdity  in  fpeaking  to  a  multitude  of  com- 
mon people,  than  to  difcourfe  in  Jucli  a  llilfand  nbttracl 
way,  as  it  is  plainly  impoflible  for  them  to  comprehend. 
Nor  is  it  any  lefs  abfurdity  to  drefs  up  an  harrangue  ^ith 
cxceflfce  elegance,  and  a  vain*  ornamented  foppery  of 
flyle*  Some  difcourfes  may  very  well  be  likened  to  paint- 
ed windows,  which,  with  fine  colours  upon  tbemftdves, 
keep  out  the  light,  and  make  the  houie  comforrlefs  and 
dark*     Such  condud  is  ordinarily  followtd  by  thofe,  wbq 

t  would  willingly  recommend  themfelves  to  per  Ions  of  bet- 
ter tufte  ;  but  it  mud  evidently  render  them  contemptible 
%o  every  perfon  of  found  judgment-  However,  it  ts  mucfy 
worfe  thao  abfurd  ;  for  it  is  very  wicked,  when  the  ever- 
Jailing  falvation  of  fmners  is  at  fiake,  to  fpeak  in.fuch  a 
planner  as  they  cannot  underfland,  or  iuch  as  tends  only 
fo  amufe  their  Taney,  and  never  can  reach  their  hearts.  If 
*ve  would  know  what  is  a  proper  and  juft  manner  of 
Jlyle  and  compofitioji  in  preaching,  let  us  confider  how 
any  man  would  fpeak,  if  he  was  on  trial  for  his  own  life. 
Would  he  not  fpeak  with  great  plainnefs,  earneitnefs  anj 
forge  ?  And  is  not  the  falvation  of  fouls  of  infinitely  more 
moment  than  any  man's  life  ?  And  fhould  it  not,  if  we 
Jjelieve  the  Scriptures,  be  more  regarded  by  every  faith- 
fid  minifler  ? 

You  mud  alfo  take  care  to  preach  ex  peri  mentally  arc} 
particularly.  You  will  loon  find  that  this  is  *hc  only 
profitable  way  of  preaching,  and  that,  uniefs  you  apply 
general  truths  to  the  feveral  clafles  and  characters  in  your 
audience,  they  will  make  but  a  ibny  improvement  of  the 
beft  inftruttion.  The  ignorant  cannot,  and  the  wifer  will 
not  apply  them  to  themielves.  Befides,  the  general  way 
is  not  only  ufelefs  but  pernicious  and  hurtful.  Suppofe 
I  ihould  make  an  encomium  on  the  wife,  jutt  and  gra- 
cious government  of  God  over  his  rational  creation,  and 
ohfetye  what  reafoa  all  have  to  rejoice  under  his  admmU- 
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Oration.  Should  I  fay  fo  to  this  audience  without  difttnc- 
tion,  it  would  be  to  many  a  dangerous  and  ftupifytng  poi* 
fon.  A  juit  and  holy  God,  is  a  containing  fire  Co  all  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  Thofe  who  are  dill  in  their  fills, 
fliould  tremble  to  think  of  the  government  of  God. 

Befides  public  preaching,  you  muft  be  diligent  among 
your  people  "  from  houfe  to  houfe."  You  muft  not  He* 
gleft  family  inftruction,  and  perfonal  admonition  or  re. 
proof.  This  is,  if  not  the  molt  ufeful  part  of  a  minifter'a 
work,,  at  lead  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  bis 
preaching.  It  is  alfo  by  far  the  moft  laborious  part,  from 
which  flothful  men  are  moft  apt  to  excufe  themfelvcs.  A 
man  may  gratify  his  vanity  by  preaching,  and  public  per- 
formances ;  or,  the  negfcedt  being  vifible,  ha  may  be  com- 
griled  to  regularity  by  fear  of  reproach  or  perfection* 
ut  diligence  in  private,  can  fcarcely  arife  from  any 
thing  but  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  of  the  prefence  and  obser- 
vation of  God, 

The  ejercife  of  difcipline  is  another  part  of  your  du- 
ly which  muft  not  be  omitted.  It  is  of  very  great  mo- 
ment to  the  intereft  of  religion.  It  is  a  faying  of  one  of 
the  firft  reformers,  "  They  that  defireto  banifti  difcipline, 
u  defire  to  bapifh  Chrift  from  his  church."  There  muft 
needs  be  offences  in  the  Ghriftian  church.  But  when 
difcipline  is  ncgle&ed,  then  the  offence  becomes  unfpeak- 
jibly  more  dangerous,  efpecially  to  the  young  and  weak. 
It  makes  them  think  lightly  of  the  chara&er  and  privi- 
leges of  a  Ghriftian,  whtn  there  is  either  a  promiicuouf 
admiflion  to  church-communion,  or  when  openly  wicked 
perfong  are  fuffered  to  continue  without  cenfurc.  When 
you  come  to  inftrudl  young  perfons,  in  order  to  renewing 
their  baptifmal  engagements  in  the  Lord's  fupper ;  or,  if 
.ever  you  have  occafion  to  inftruft  a  heathen  in  order  to  bap- 
tifm,  I  can  afTure  you,  from  experience,  you  will  find  the 
unhappy  effettofthe  low  (tote  of  difcipline  among  us.  It 
will  immediately  ftrike  yourfelf,  and  tbefc  catechumens 
will  foon  betray,  by  their  difcourfe,  bow  hard  it  is  to  bavo 
a  juft  fenfe  of  the  fan&ity  of  the  Ghriftian  chara&er,  while 
£0  many  profane  perfons  are  fuffered  to  be  called  Chrif* 
fians  1  ap4  9#  a  f?w  whale  concjvift  i?  ycry  exceptional, 
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continue- to  be  admitted  at  dated  times,  to  the  feals  of 
God's  cavenant- 

How  inexeufeable  are  we  in  this  negleft  ?  If  the  fir  ft 
Chriftiansvwithour  the  help  or  fanftion  of  an  eftablifh- 
ment,  kept  fo  ftrift  a  difcipline,  what  might  we  do,  who 
have  the  countenance  and  approbation  of  the  civil  power* 
In  difcipline  then,  be  (Iridic  regular,  and  impartial.  Efpe- 
cially  be  impartial.  It  is  commonly  want  of  impartiality, 
that  makes  us  fail  in  ftriftnefs.  You  will  have  many 
enemies  to  impartiality  in  difcipline,  Vou  will  have  the 
great  and  wealthy,  many  of  whom,  though  they  live  in 
open  defiance  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Chri ft %  yet 
will  be  much  offended,  and  complain  of  it  as  a  grievous 
injury,  if  by  a  judicial  fentence  you  deprive  them  of  his 
name.  Nay,  you  will  6nd  in  every  conjugation  fome 
profefiing  piety,  who,  though  they  are  well  pleafed  with, 
and  commend  the  ftri£t  exercife  of  difcipline  in  the  cafe 
of  others,  yet  when  it  comes  to  touch  themfelves,  or  their 
own  relations,  will  ufe  many  arts  to  evade  it.  But  if 
you  be  firm  and  unbiased  in  fo  good  a  carufe,  it  will  have 
a  fenfible  effeCt. 

This  leads  me  to  exhort  you  in  the  whole  of  your 
work,  public  and  private,  to  beware  of  the  fin  of  man- 
pleafing.  I  do  not  fay,  beware  of  popularity  :  becaufe, 
in  the  fenfe  to  which  common  language  hath  confined 
that  word,  it  is  but  one  half  of  the  fnare.  Befides,  in 
propriety  of  fpeech,  popularity  fhould  fignify  only  being 
accepted  and  beloved,  which  in  itfelf  is  neither  duty 
nor  fin,  but  a  bleffing.  Man-pleafing  fignifies,  in  Scrip- 
ture,  having  this  as  the  end  and  motive  of  our  aftions, 
rather  than  being  acceptable  to  God.  You  ought,  in* 
deed,  for  edification,  to  avoid  difpleafing  any  without 
neceflity.  But  as  in  this,  fo  in  every  other  thing,  you 
fhould  have  a  far  higher  principle,  than  merely  courting 
the  favor  either  of  great  or^  fmall,  good  or  bad.  It  is, 
doubtlefs,  a  mean  and  defpicable  principle,  to  adl  only 
with  a  view  of  gaining  the  applauie  of  the  vulgar  and 
ignorant.  But  I  have  often  wondered,  how  fome  fhould 
fo  boldly  and  uncharitably  lay  this  to  the  charge  of  their 
brethren,  without  confidering  how  eafy  it  is,  with  at  lealt, 
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equaljuftice,  to  prefume  that  they  are  under  the  influence 
of,  and  afting  with  a  view  to  pleafe  the  great.  I  am 
fure,  there  is  a  much  ftronger  temptation  to  this  than,  the 
former.  And,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  fawning  and  fervj- 
lityhath  been  the  road,  in  which  ambitious  and  corrupt 
churchmen  have  travelled  to  preferment  in  every  age. 
The  truth  is,  they  are  equally  deteftable  in  the  fight  of  God. 
But  the  lad  is  much  more  deitrudtive  to  the  intereft  of 
religion  than  the  firft.  The  favor  of  the  multitude  can 
fcarcely  be  obtained,  without  either  the  truth  or  the  ap- 
pearance of  piety ;  but  the  favor  of  the  great  is  often  ob- 
tained by  filence,  and  fuffering  them  in  their  crimes,  be- 
ing affiiiant  in  their  pleafures,  or  fubfervient  to  their  poli- 
tical defigns. 

To  deliver  you,  Sir,  from  both,  remember  the  condi- 
tion on  which  you  hold  your  office.  u  Son  of  man,  I 
41  have  made  thee  a  watchman  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  there- 
44  fore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning 
44  from  me.  When  I  fay  unto  the  wicked,  ThouQialt 
"furely  die;  and  thou  giveft*  him  not  warning,  nor 
44  fpeakeftto  warnthe  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  tofave 
44  his  life :  the  fame  wicked  man  fhall  die  in  his  iniquity, 
4i  but  his  Hood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand."a  Forget 
then  the  foolilh  accufations  of  popularity  or  vanity  ;  and 
confider,  that  your  people  are  daily  carried  to  their  graves, 
and  you  mud  give  an  account  of  every  foul  that  perifhes 
through  your  negleft. 

To  conclude,  be  much  in  eameft  prayer  to  God,  that 
he  would  fit  you  for  your  work,  and  crown  your  labours 
with  fuccefs.  Prayer  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  ftedfaft- 
nefs  and  growth  of  every  believer,  and  efpecially  to  a  mi- 
nifter.  If  you  believe  the  gofpel,  you  will  believe  that 
"  every  good  gift  cometh  from  above ;  that  God  only  can 
make  you  an  able  and  ufeful  paftor ;  and  this  will  make 
you  importunate  with  him  for  a  plentiful  meafure  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  fit  you  for  his  fervice.  And  I  defire  to 
join  in  praying,  that  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  would  make 
yoa  an  u  able  minifter  of  the  New  Teflament,,, — and 
help  you  to  preach  the  gofpel,  not  with  the  wifdom  of 
44 \vords,"-*-but  with  "the -Holy  Ghoft  fent  down. from 
44  heaven." 
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EXHORTATION 


T  O    THE 


PEOPLE* 


My  BRETira&tf, 


YOU  baveheard  discharge  given  to  your  minified 
Are  there  then,  fu  many  duties  incumbent  on  him 
by  Uis  (landing  in  the  relation  of  a  pallor  to  you  I  is  not  th* 
relation  mutual  I  And  are  there  not  feveral  correfpon* 
dent  duiics  incumbent  on  you  as  his  people  ?  I  beg  yout 
patience,  while  I  put  you  in  mind  of  a  few  of  the  raoft  im* 
portant  and  neceflary. 

In  the  firit  place,  it  is  evidently  your  duty  diligently 
to  attend  upon  his  miniitry.  It  is  plainly  impoflible  that 
you  can  profit  by  him,  if  you  do  not  hear  him.  I  am  for- 
ry  that  there  are  many  in  thefe  days,  who  pour  contempt 
upon  the  ordinances  of  Ghrift's  inilitution.  But  in  parT 
ticular,  there  hath  been,  of  late,  a  great  and  remarkable 
defertion  of  public  worihipby  thofe  ol  higher  rank.  There 
is  a  happy  opportunity  in  this  cafe  to  put  all  fuch  among 
you  in  mind,  that  having  fubferibed  a  call  to  their  minif- 
ter,  they  (land  bound  by  confent  to  attend  upon  him.  I3 
it  not  furprifing  to  think,  that  any  (hould  forget  the  terms 
in  which  that  invitation  runs.  You  intreat  him  u  to  take 
41  the  charge  of  your  foul3,  and  promife  him  all  due  obe- 
•'  dience  and  fubmiflion  in  the  Lord.**  Can  a  man  honeft- 
ly  fubferibe  this,  who  feldom  comes  within  the  Walls  of 
any  church  ?  One  would  be  counted  infamous  in  the 
world,  who  fhould  aft  in  the  face  of  a  figned  -  obligation, 
in  any  other  matter,  or  who  even  fhould  falfify  a  folema 
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promife.    And,  is  it  lefs  crimipal,  becaufe  it  relates  to 
Religion  and  the  fcrvice  of  God  ?.    It  is  indeed  feldom  re- 
fented  or  punifhed  by  men,  becaufe  the  offence  is  not 
immediately  againft  them,  but  it  remains  to  be  punifhed 
by  that  righteous  God,  "  To  whom  vengeance  belongs,-— 
ft  and  who  will  not  be  mocked.'' 
;   In  the  next  place,  my  brethren,  let  me  intreat  ybu  to 
be  tender  of  the  character  of  your  minifter,  and  of  mini- 
fters  in  general.     As  their  office  makes  the  guilt  of  their 
fins  gfeat,  and  as  a  (lain  on  their  character  is  moll  hurt- 
ful to  religion,  on  both  afccojjnts,  you  ought  not  ralhly  to 
receive  an  accufatiori  againft  them.     I  do  not  mean  to  afk 
indulgence  to  the  unworthy,  I  give  them  up  freely  to  that 
reproach  and  contempt  which  they  juftly  deferve.     But 
let  it  fall  upon  the  perfon,  and  not  upon  ike  office.     Do 
hot  transfer  the  faults  of  particulars  to  the  $hole  ordervlt 
ifc  eafy  to  obferve  (he  different  reception  which  the  faults  or 
ifcifcarriages  of  miniftefs  meet  with,  from  perfons  differ- 
ently difpofed.     The  good  are  affefted  with  grief  and  con-  ' 
<ern  for  the  offence,  or  filled  with  zeal  and  indignattori 
againft  the  finner.     But  loofe  and  carelefs  perfons  dtfpa* 
rage  the  profeffion,  and  blefs  themfelvedin  their  own  unU 
ftf  mity  and  confiftency  of  character.     You  may  fpare 
$our  reflections,  "That  minifters  are  but  men,  miniftert 
*  are  but  like  other  men,"  and  the  like,  when,  I  allure 
fou,  we  deny  it  not.  We  have  all  the  fame  great  intereft 
at  flake.     We  often  fpeak  the  more  earneftly  to  you,  left^ 
While  we  preach  the  gofpel  to  others,  we  otirfelves  fhoulcf 
be  call-  aw  ay  S ;  and  many  times  defcribe  the  workings  of 
a  deceitful,  wandering,  flothful,  worldly  mind,  bf  taking 
(lie  copy  from  our  own. 

It  falls  very  properly  in  my  way  on  this  occafion,  to' 
fake  rfotice  of  a  reproach  thrown  upon  minifters,  by  the 
ftiiftake  or  perverfion  of  two  of  the  queftions  ufually  put 
til  an  ordination,  and  which  you  have  juft  heard  put  to, 
your  minifter.  They  are  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  fuch  at 
110  man  can  anfwer  with  truth,  and  fo  quite  improper  tof 
be  puf  at  all.  The  firft  of  them  is  in  the  following  terms,, 
r<  Are  not  zeal  for  the  honor  of  God,  love  to  Jefus  Thrift, 
"  and  cfcBra  cf  faving  yofcr  fdtals,  your  great  motives,  and 
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"  chief  inducements,  to  enter  into  the  funaion  of  the  h& 
A  ly  mirtillry,  and  not  worldly  defigns  and  interefls^ 
Tliisis  malicioufly  interpreted  to  fuppofe,  that  a  minillcr 
in  accepting  of  a  fixed  charge,  hath  no  view  or  intention, 
primary  or  fecondary,  of  being  provided  of  a  mainte- 
nance. This  would  be  both  unnatural  and  unreafonablc. 
"They  that  ferve  at  the  altar,  mufl  live  by  the  altar." 
The  plain  meaning  is,  That  the  great  motives  of  a  mi- 
nifler,  in  confecratltig  hhnfelf  to  this  employment,  and 
accepting  the  particular  ft  at  ion  afiigned  him,  ought  to  be, 
the  honor  of  God,  and  intereft  of  religion,  as  espreffecl 
above.  And  furely,  that  this  fliould  be  the  cafe,  hath 
nothing  in  it  incredible  in  our  country,  the  provifion  for 
the  minifiry  not  being  fo  large,  but  a  man  of  tolerable 
abilities  hath  a  much  greater  hazard  of  rifing  to  wealth 
and'  dignity  in  many  other  employments.  But  alas  I  hov 
ignorant  are  they  who  cavil  at  this  queftion  ?  Do  they 
riot  know  that  every  Chrrftian  is  bound  habitually  and  fd* 
premely  to  regard  the  glory  of  God  in  all  his  aftiorts  ? 
This  is  not  peculiar  to  minifters,  except  fo  far  as  they 
dnght  to  be  exemplary  in  every  thing.  Wo  to  every  mart 
m  this  aflembly,  be  his  employment  what  it  will,  if  he 
does  not  habitually  point  his  whole  attions  tothe  glory  of 
God.  "  Ye  are  not  your  own  ;  ye  are  bought  with  a  price  ; 
*  therefore  glorify  God"  with  your  bodies,  and  your  fpiritsr 
•4  which  are  God's. "rt 

The  other  queiiion  is  this,  "  Have  you  ufed  any  undue 
"  methods  by  yourfelf  or  others,  in  procuring  this  call :" 
It  is  impofiible  to  find  fault  with  this  queiiion,  but  by  leav- 
ing out  the  word,  undue.  And  indeed,  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  wrong,  that  there  would  be  no  harm  if  it  were  more 
particularly  explained.  It  was  probably  intended  to  dif- 
courage  all  briguing  and  felicitation,  other  than  a  manys 
teal  charader  does  for  itfclf,  or  the  free  unbiafllxi  judgment 
of  others,  inclines  them  to  do  in-  his  beharlf.  I  apprehend 
it  does  reach  a  reproof  to  all  thofe,  who  either  promote 
or  hinder  fettlements  from  political  connexions,  or  in 
expectation  of  temporal  favors  and  to  thole  who,  by  pro- 
wifes  or  threatnings,  endeavour  to  influence  their  ialcriorsr 
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in  fuch  a  caufe.  In  the  mean  time,  I  dare  fay  it  will  be 
allowed,  that  any  thing  of  this  kind  done  by  a  minifter 
himfelf,  or  at  his  direction,  in  his  own  favor,  would  be  very 
wrong :  and,  blcffed  be  God,  it  is  at  prefent  among  us  con. 
fidercd  as  highly  indecent  and  criminal. 

I  muft  alfo  put  you  in  mind  of  the  great  duty  of  family 
inftru&ion  and  gorvernment.  Heads  of  families  muft.  pre- 
pare their  children  and  fervants  for  receiving  benefit  by 
public  inftru&ion,  and  endeavor  by  repetition  to  fix  it  in 
their  minds.  It  is  our  duty  to  fpeak  plainly,  no  doubt ; 
but  it  is  impoffibJe,  preferving  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit,  to 
fpeak  in  futh  a  manner  as  to  be  underftood  by  thofe  who 
have  had  no  previous  inflruction  in  a  familiar  way.  It  is 
like  calling  feed  upon  an  unopened,  unprepared  foil, 
which  takes  no  root,  and  brings  forth  no  fruit.  Is  it  not 
hard,  that,  when  many  are  fo  ready  to  find  fault  with 
every  negle&  of  minifters,  and  fqmetimes  expect  more 
Avork  from  one,  than  ten  can  perform,  they  fhould  take  fo 
little  pains  in  their  families,  thefe  fmaller  diftridts,  whici 
are  committed  to  their  own  charge. 

To  conclude  all,  Strive  together  with  your  minifter  in 
your  prayers  to  God  for  him.  There  is  no  way  more 
effe&ual  to  prepare  him  for  ferving  you  in  the  gofpel, 
and  there  is  no  way  more  proper  for  preparing  you  to 
attend  upon  his  miniftiy.  If  you  make  conference  of 
this  duty,  you  will  come  to  receive  the  anfwer  of  your 
prayers,  and  indeed  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  Alas ! 
that  there  fhould  be  Co  few  of  our  hearers  of  this  charita- 
ble, fympathifing  kind  We  have  fome  ftupid  and  in- 
fenfible  hearers,  fome  proud  anddifdainful  bearers,  many 
criticifing  and  cenfuring  hearers,  but  few  praying  hearers. 
Let  all  that  fear  God  give  themfelves  to  this  duty.  And 
let  them  not  only  remember  that  corner  of  God's  vine- 
yard in  which  their  own  lot  is  caft,  but  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  in  general ;  and  pray,  that  his  name  may  be  great, 
"  from  the  riling  of  the  fon,  unto  his  going  down.* 
Amen. 
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P&A71B,  for  Natiqnal  Prosperity  and  for  the  Revival 
gf  Religion  infeparably  pnne&ed. 


SERMON  40. 

Preached  on  Thurfday,  February  16,  1758,  being  the  day 
appointed  in  Scotland  for  the  late  Public  Faft, 


I  S  A  I  A  flt    li.  9. 

Awake,  awake,  put  on  strength,  Q  arm  of  the  LORD  : 
-Awake  as  in  the  ancient  days  in  the  generations  of  old^ 
Art  not  thou  it  that  hatfy  cut  Rahao  and  wounded  the 
dragon* 

My  Brethren,  * 

WE  are  this  day  called  by  our  fovereign  to  the  duty 
of  folemn  fading  and  humiliation,  and  to  earneft 
prayer  for  the  bleffing  of  God  on  his  councils  and  arms, 
Religion  and  humanity  confpire  in  urging  us  to  a  hearty 
compliance,  efpecially  while  public  affairs  wear  fo  threat- 
ening an  afpedk.  It  ought  alfo  to  awaken  the  attention, 
and  increafe  the  ferioufhefs  of  every  particular  worfiiip- 
ing  aflembly,  that  they  are  joining  with  fo  tnany  others 
in  intreating  deliverance  from  thefe  national  calamities, 
in  which  all  are  equally  concerned. 

We  have  often,  for  fome  years  paft,  profcfled  to  humble 
ourfelves  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  have  done  it,  alas !  with 
a  fhameful  coldnefs  and  indifference,  or  with  an  hypocri- 
fy  ftill  more  criminal.  But  it  is  remarkable,  that  fuch  is 
the  fituation  of  affairs  at  prefent,  as  hath  given  an  alarm 


cren  to  fdtae  of  the  mod  infenfiMe,  andconflrained  them 
to  confider  this  duty  as  now  fouiewhat  more  than  a  form. 
There  has  been  for  fonie  time  paft,  fuch  a  continuance 
and  increafe  of  public  judgment s>  fuch  a  feries  of  abortive 
projects,  and  broken  difconcerted  fchernes,  as  makes  the 
moil  obflinateand  inconfiderate  (land  and  paufe,  and  feri- 
cufly  afk,  Is  there  not  a  caufe  ? 

Our  felting  apart  this  day,  and  applying  ourfelvcs  to 
the  duly  of  fading  and  prayer*  implies  a  confeflion  of  the 
power  and  providence  of  God. 

It  implies*  that  we  believe  in  him,  as  the  Almighty 
Creator,  and  righteous  Governor  of  the  world  ;  the  fu- 
preme  Difpofer  of  every  went,  and  fovereign  Arbiter  of 
the  fate  of  nations*  How  were  it  t©  be  wiflied,  that  there 
was  a  jult  fenfe  of  this  truth  on  the  minds  of  all  of  tvery 
rank  !  And  that,  in  all  who  are  in  any  mcafure  finccre 
on  this  oecafion,  the  impreffion  may  not  be  tranfient  and 
partial,  but  lading  and  effectual !  It  ihould  excite  us  to  a 
Jioly  jealoufy  over  ourfelvcs,  that  we  have  fo  often  eflayed 
the  like  duty  without  any  apparent  fuccefs,  4*  Is  there  un- 
■**  righteoufuefs  with  God  ?  Gad  forbid  !"  The  fault, 
doubtlefs,  lies  in  ourfelves.  Our  fads  have  not  been  fuch 
as  God  has  chofen,  and  therefore  he  hath  refufed  to  hear 
jour  prayers. 

In  general,  no  doubt  the  evidence  and  the  effect  of  an 
acceptable  faft/is  repentance  compleated  by  reformation,- 
Where  this  is  wanting,  we  are  jultly  liable  to  the  charge 
brought  by  the  prophet  jfaiah  againilthe  children  of  Ifrael, 
41  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations,  incenfe  is  an  abominati- 
u  on  unto  me,  the  new  moons  and  fabbaths,  the  calling  of 
"  aflemblies  I  cannot  away  with,  it  i$  iniquity,  even  the 
u  folemn  meeting.  Your  new  moons,  and  your  appoint- 
44  ed  fealts  my  foul  hateth;  they  are  a  trouble  unto  me,  I 
"  am  weary  'to  bear  them.  And  when  ye  fpread  forth 
"  your  hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you  :  yea,  when 
4t  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear  :  your  hands  are 
44  full  of  blood.*'**  There  is  no  queflion  but  the  unres- 
trained flood  of  impiety  which  has  overfpread  this  nation,. 
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folicits  divine  vengeance,  and  prevents  the  efficacy  rveii 
of  the  fincere  prayers  that  are  offered  up  for  deliverance 
and  mercy.  But  as,  with  refpect  to  particular  perfons, 
every  error  or  defett  in  pra&ice  is  the  confequence  of  art 
erroneous  of  defective  principle,  as  every  vicious  attion 
proceeds  from  an  impure  heart;  fo,  in  a  national  capacity 4 
I  am  perfuaded  that  our  failing  and  prayer  has  been  fun- 
damentally wrong,  or  effentially  defective  in  itfelf,  and 
therefore,  has  been  followed  by  little  or  no  fenfible  fruit ; 
or  rather  that  impiety,  which  it  fhould  have  removed,  it 
hath  only  contributed  to  increafe. 
1  Tor  this  reafon  my  intention  at  this  time  is  to  point 
out  to  you  what  is  the  juft  and  proper  ^objedt  of  prayer  for 
divine  aid  in  a  time  of  public  calamity,  as-  well  as  the 
great  encouragement  to  its  exercife.  For  this  there  is  a 
proper  foundation  in  the  paflage  of  Scripture  juft  read  in 
your  hearing.  In  the  former  part  of  the  chapter,  the  pro- 
phet had  pronounced  many  gracious  promifes,  of  inward 
and  fpiritual  profperity,  and  of  outward  protection  and  fe- 
turity  to  the  church,  though  furrounded  and  threatened* 
by  enemies  to  her  interefts  in  both  refpefts.  He  then 
ehanges  the  form  of  his  difcourfe,  perfonates  believers* 
and  in  their  name,  as  one  of  them,  addreffes  to  God  the 
prayer  in  the  text,  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  ftrength,  O 
•♦  arm  of  the  Lord :  awake  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in  the 
"generations  of  old :  art  not  thou  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab 
u  and  wounded  the  dragon  ?" 

The  beauty  and  ftrength  of  this  language,  the  jvftnefi! 
and  force  of  the  figures  here  ufed,  it  is  almoft  impoffible 
to  overlook.  The  prophet  prays  for  fuch  a  difplay  of  dr- 
vine  power  and  mercy  as  might  be  fignal  and  fenfible. 
u  Awake,  awake,  put  on  ftrength,"  that  is,  exert  thy 
power,  difcover  thy  glory  in  fiich  a  manner,  as  that  thy 
prefent  forbearance  may  be  like  the- vigor  of  a  waking 
man,  compared  to  the  defencelefs  and  inactive  ftate  of 
one  that  is  fall  afleep.  **  O  arm  of  the  Lord."  This  ex*. 
preflion,  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  with  the  addition  of  making' 
hafe  his  holy  arm,  is  frequently  nfed  in  Scripture  ;  and  it 
13  fo  ftrong,  and  at  the  fame  time,  fo  intelligible  a  figure, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  amplify  or  explain,  without  weak- 
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tiling  it.  In  the  laft  part  of  the  verfe,  he  animates  hi* 
own  faith,  and  enforces  his  requeft,  by  calling  to  remem- 
brance paft  tranfaftions,  and  former  difplaysof  the  power 
and  grace  of  an  unchangeable  God,  By  Rahab  add  the 
dragon  we  are  to  underftand  Egypt  and  her  king,  as  ap- 
pears by  comparing  other  paflages  of  Scripture,  parficukr* 
ly  by  PH  Ixxxvi,  4.  and  Ezek.  xxix.  3-  the  laft  of  which 
mnsthus:  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  am  again  ft 
u  thee,  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  the  great  dragon  that  iieth 
**  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  rivers  :  which  hath  faid,  my  river  is 
*4  mine  own,  and  I  have  made  it  for  myfelf." 

In  dicourfing  on  this  fubje-3,  what  1  ptopofe,  through' 
the  alfiftaucc  of  divine  grace,  is, 

I-  To  point  out  to  you  the  import  of  this  prayer  in  the 
fir  ft  part  of  this  paffage,  **  Awake,  awake!  put  on  Jlrength, 
«*  0  arm  of  the  Lord." 

II.  To  conflder  the  encouragement  included  in  the  lad 
part  of  it,  u  Awake  as  in  ancient  days,  in  the  generations 
*  of  old :  art  not  thou  it  that*  hath  cut  Rahab,  and  wound- 
11  ed  the  dragon  ?1> 

II-I.  To  apply  the  fubjeft  to  our  prefent  fituation. 

And  we  are  to  confider, 

I.  The  meaning  and  import  of  the  prayer:  "  Awake, 
"  awake,  put  on  (Irength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord."  And  in 
this  I  have  no  hope  either  of  inftru&ing  or  perfuadingany 
but  thofe  who  have  lbme  meafure  of  real  religion,  who  do 
unfeignedly  believe,  and  will,  when  called  upon,  recollect 
the  confiant  fuperintendency  of  Divine  Providence.  Thefc 
only  will  be  fenfible  that,  as  every  event  is  direfted  and 
over-ruled  by  the  Almighty,  fo  there  are  righteous,  wife 
and  gracious  purpofes  to  be  ftrvtd  by  them.  All  men  it 
is  true,  are  rtady  to  complain  under  diftrefs.  Tie  mod 
wicked  and  profligate,  "  when  the  waters  are  gone  into 
w  their  foul,"  when  they  feel  their  mifery,  will  cry  for  re- 
lief. And,  as  they  will  turn  them  on  every  hand,  and 
Jay  hold  oaevery  tvrig  that  may  afford  the  leaft  profpeft  of 
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faying  them  from  finking,  fo  the  terror  of  divine  power, 
with  which  public  calamity  is  {Sometimes  accompanied, 
will  even  make  them  cry  unto  God.  But  there  is  a  great 
difference,  between  this  complaint  of  the  miferable,  and 
the  prayer  of  faith,  which  proceeds  upon  juft  views  of  th* 
hature  and  government  of  God,  and  is  allured  of  fuccefs. 
It  may  fometimes  pleafe  God  to  make  ufe  of  defolatin£ 
judgments  or  alarming  public  ftrokes  to  aVvaken  a  fecurt 
thoughtlefs  generation ;  but  dutiful,  acceptable  and  fuc* 
cefsful  prayer  for  their  removal,  can  orily  be  the  work  of 
his  own  children. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  unneceflary  to  direfl  perfons 
of  this  charadter  to  the  pro|>er  objeft  of  their  prayers,  as 
they  mult  be  fuppofed  habitually  to  flow  from  right  prin- 
ciples, and  to  point  at  juft  and  warrantable  ends.  But  it 
\s  certain,  that,  when  wickednefs  and  profaiienefs  greatly 
and  univerfally  prevail  in  any  nation,  the  real  fervants  of 
God  are  not  only  few  in  dumber,  but  even  this  little  flock', 
always  receives  fome  degree  of  infe&ion.  This  we  are 
taught  to  expedl  by  our  blefled  Saviour,  who  fays,  u  And 
"  becaufe  iniquity  (hall  abound,  the  love  of  many  (hall 
"  wax  cold."  They  may  both  be  negligent  and  defec- 
tive in  their  duty,  reflraining  prayer  before  God,  and  may 
be  in  a  great  meafure  unmindful  of  the  great  and  princi- 
pal views  with  which  they  ought  to  offer  up  their  inter- 
ceflbry  requeils.  But,  hoping  that  all  fuch  among  you  as 
are  jullly  liable  to  this  charge,  will  difcem  the  light,  and 
feel  the  force  of  divine  truth,  it  is  my  defire  to  flir  up  your 
pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance. 

And,  111  general,  fuch  a  petition  as  this,  ct  Awake, 
"  awake,  put  on  llrength,  O  arm  of  the  lord,"  fuggefts  to 
lis,  that  our  prayers  for  divine  interpofition  and  deliver- 
ance from  public  calamities  fhould  be  fupremely  dire£t£d 
to  the  glory  of  God.  This,  as  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  the 
leading  purpofe  of  every  real  believer,  fo  it  ought  to  hallow 
every  fmgle  aflion,  and  purify  every  particular  defire. 
Therefore  our  prayers  mull  be  conceived  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  our  deljres  after  deliverance  muft  be  fo  qualified,  that 
the  fupreme  honor  due  to  God  may  be  preserved  invio- 
late, that  duty  may  maintain  its  precedency  before  intcr- 
'  Vol.  It.  3M      ' 
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It  ought  alfo  to  be  oar  defire,  tint  the  glory  of  dMno 

.pow^r  may  vifibly   fhine  in  our  deliverance ;    not   only 

"that  his  hand  may  dp  It,  but  that  his  hand  may  be  feert  in 

it,  cincl,  if  pofllhle,  to  the  conviction  of  ath     Nothing  ik 

inore  impious,  and  nothing  more  provoking  to  God*  than 

when  men  arrogate  to  fchemfelves  the  honor  of  what  they 

have  done  by  his  help,  or  acquired  by  the  bounty  of  his 

providence-     Here  the  language  of  the  proud  monarch  of 

(he  call,  ■*  Is  iipt  this  great  Babylon  that  I  have  built,  for 

11  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  Mr  power, 

"and  for  the  honor  of  MV    majefty  ?'*£     But  mark  the 

'unexpected  change  by  the   more  powerful    word  of  the 

King  of    kings,     ''When    the  word  was  in   the  king*s 

"  month  there  fell  a  voice  "from  heaven*  faying,  O  King 

"**  Nebuchadnezzar,  to  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is 

,  "departed  from  thce."£     How  often  in  Scripture  is  the 

'  defirut^ion  and'puhUhmertt  of  kings  and  princes  afcribed 

"to  their  felt"  flifiiciency,  infoiencc   and   pride  ?     Thus  in 

..that   remarkable  prophecy  again  It  the  kin^  of  Babylon  : 

'4i  For  thou  haft  faicl  in  thine  heart,   I  wilt  afcend    into 

'"heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the  fiarsof  God  : 

',c*l  will  fit  alfo   upon  the  mount  of  the  congregation  in 

/'the  tides. of  the  north.    I  will  afcend  above  the  heights 

"  of  the  clouds.      I  will  be  like  the  mod  High.     Yet  thou 

'  "fhalt  be   brought  down  to  hell,  to  the  fides  of  the  pit. 

""They  that  fee  thee,  fhall  narrowly  look  upon  thee  and 

'^confider  thee,  faying,  Is  this  the  man   that  made  the 

'  "  earth  to  tremble,  that  did  (hake  kingdoms  ?  That  made 

*c  the  world  as  a  vvildernefs,  and  dellroyed  the  cities  there* 

"  of     that  opened  not  the  houfe  of  his  prifoners  Vc  How 

*  ftrongly  does  this  prove,  that  in  order  to  pray  acceptably 
for  the  interpofition  of  divine  Providence,  we  fhould  be 

'  willing  that  God   alone  fhould  have  the  honor  entire  and 

*  undivided.  iV  That  the  lofty  looks  of  man  fhould  be  hnm- 
'  "  bled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  man  fhould  be  bowed  down, 
' "  and  the  Lord  alone  exalted  in  that  day.'Y/  Was  it  not 
'thus  that  the  ancient  warriors  of 'he  holy  nation  fought  and 

profpered  ?     In  confidence  of  divine  aid,  or  refigned  to 
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the  divine  will,  they  went  out  and  played  the  men  for 
their  people  and  the  cities  of  their  God.  And  when  they 
had  done  fo,  they  acknowledged  that  his  right  hand  aril 
his  holy  arm  had  gotten  him  the  vi&ory.  See  the  fong 
of  Mofes  on  his  victory  over  the  Egyptians.  "  Thy  right 
hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power :  Thy  right 
41  hand,  O  Lord,  has  dalhcd  in  pieces  the  enemy.  And 
44  in  the  greatnefs  of  thine  excellency  thou  haft  overthrown 
44  them  that  rofe  up  againft  thee  :  Thou  fenteft  forth  thy 
44  wrath,  which  confumed  them  as  ftubbletf." 

I  cannot  conclude  this  branch  of  the  fubjeft  without 
pbferving,  that  we  have  had  in  the  courfe  of  Providence 
a  very  recent  inftance,  both  of  a  Angular  appearance  of 
the  hand  of  God  in  defence  of  a  righteous  caufe,  and  a 
modeft  afcription  of  it  to  the  power  of  the  Highefh  That 
prince,  who  appears  now  to  be  the  chief  outward  fupport 
•of  the  proteftant  caufe  in  Europe,  has  been  enabled  lite- 
rally (according  to  the  ancient  promiie)  4i  with  five  to 
41  chafe  a  hundred^  and  with  a  hundred  to  put  ten  thou- 
li  fand  to  flight.''  The  greatelt  earthly  potentates  had 
combined  againft  him  and  confpired  his  ruin.  Allured 
t)f  viftory,  they  were  forging  chains  for  his  followers, 
and  dividing  his  inheritance  by  lot.  But  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  he  let  up  his  flandard.  The  Lord  turned  the 
counfels  of  his  enemies  into  confufion.  His  viflories 
"have  been  numerous,  extraordinary  and  important. 
And  he  hath  all  along  avoided  boafting  and  vain-gloryf 
and  pioufly  acknowledged  that  u  Salvation  belongeth  un«r 
to  God." 

In  the  fecond  place,  in  applying  to  God  for  an  extraor- 
dinary interpofition  of  his  providence,  we  ought  alfo  to 
pray  for  a  difpenfation  of  his  grace  and  mercy.  Whqn 
we  pray  that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  may  awake  and  put  on 
ftrength,  it  fliould  be  that  a  revival  of  ^religion  may  ac- 
company temporal  relief,  and  that  by  a*  plentiful  efiufion 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  many  iinners  may  be  delivered  from 
the  worft  of  bondage,  and  brought  to  the  glorious  liberty 
pf  the  children  of  God.     As  this  fhould  be  in  itfelf  the 
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©bje£t  of  our  defire,  fo  tt  ftiould  be  infeparably  joined 
with  the  other,  and  their  mutual  connexion  (till  kept  m 
view.  Temporal  mercies  to  a  nation,  as  well  as  to  par- 
ticular perfons,  ought  always  to  be  made  fubfervtent  to  the 
promoting  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  thefe  two  things  are  always  joined  in  Scripture.  And, 
indeed,  if  temporal  mercies  be  considered  in  the  light  I 
formerly  mentioned,  it  is  impoffible  that  they  can  be 
afunder.  Let  any  one  confult  the  interceflbry  prayers  in 
which  deliverance  from  external  calamity  is  intreated, 
the  prophecies  in  which  it  is  promifed,  or  the  fongs  of 
praife  in  which  it  is  celebrated,  and  he  will  find,  that  the 
purity  and  fpintual  profperity  of  God*s  heritage  is  dill 
kept  in  view.  They  are  confidered  as  involved  in  oo» 
another,  and  the  one*  as  only  valuable,  becaufe  leading 
to  the  other-  Inflead  of  enumerating  many  paffages,  1 
fhall  only  mention  one  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  "And! 
€t  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away 
41  all  thy  flrofs  and  take  away  all  thy  tin.  And  I  will  re. 
41  (lore  thy  judges  as  at  the  firlt,  and  thy  counsellors  as 
♦'at  the  beginning  :  Afterward  thou  fhalt  be  called  thp 
41  city  of  righteoufnefs,  the  faithful  city.  Zion  fhall  bd 
u  redeemed  with  judgment;  and  her  converts  with  righte- 
*4oufnefs." 

And,  my  brethren,  is  not  the  arm  of  the  Lord  and  thp 
glory  of  his  power  particularly  difplayed,  when  the  influ- 
ence and  dominion  of  error  isdeftroyed,  and  the  obflina- 
cy  and  rebellion  of  fmners  is  fubdued  ?  This  is  a  more 
extraordinary,  as  well  as  a  more  excellent  effett  of  pow- 
er, than  producing  the  greateft  changes  in  our  outward 
ftate  and  condition.  It  feems  to  be  on  this  account  that, 
in  Scripture,  the  Saviour  of  fmners,  the  king  of  Zion,  is 
fo  often  reprefented  as  glorious  in  his  perfon,  and  great  in 
his  power,  u  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon 
44  is  given,  and  the  government  (hall  be  upon  his  fhouK 
44  der,  and  his  name  ihall  be  called  Wonderful,  CoonfeU 
44  lor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlafting  Father,  the  Prince 
44  of  peace.tf     Gird  thy  fword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  maft 
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4C  Mighty :  with  thy  glorv  and  thy  majefty.  And  in  thy 
"  majefty  ride  profperouffy,  becaufe  of  truth  and  meek- 
,c  nefs  and  righteoufnefs ;  and  thy  right  hand  fliali  teach 
"  thee  terrible  things/'fl  Thefe  and  a  multitude  of  other 
paflages  plainly  (how  that  the  converfion  of  finners,  and 
defeating  the  powers  of  the  princes  of  darknefs,  require 
an  exertion,  and  is  a  fignal  difplay  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
divine  arms. 

But  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance  and  pro- 
priety at  prefent,  I  mult  beg  your  patience,  while  I  endea- 
vor a  little  to  illuftrate  the  neceflity  of  joining  earned  in- 
terceffion  for  the  revival  of  religion  and  the  glory  of  Chrift's 
Kingdom,  with  our  prayers  for  a  recovery  of  national  prof, 
perity. 

For  illuftrating  this  let  us  atterid  to  the  three  following 
particulars. 

i.  We  have  no  warrant  to  alk  the  laft  of  thefe  without 
the  firft. 

2.  We  have  no  reafon  to  expeft  that  it  will  be  feparate- 
}y  bellowed. 

3.  If  it  fhould,  in  any  degree,  it  would  not  be  ablet 
Fmg  but  a  curfe. 

Firft,  we  have  no  warrant  to  afk  national  prosperity 
without  a  revival  of  religion.  Our  prayers  are  then  only 
warrantable  .when  we  adjuft  and  proportion  our  efteem  of" 
the  mercies  of  God  to  their  real  worth,  and  defire  them  for 
their  proper  ends.  Now,  a  love  to  one's  country,  and  a 
defire  of  its  outward  welfare,  is,  no  doubt,  an  excellent 
and  an  amiable  difpofition.  But  it  is  much  more  fo  to  b? 
concerned  for  their  everlafting  intereft.  Why  doth  the 
love  of  our  country  merit  any  praife,  but  becaufe  it  is  i 
difpofition  and  tendency  to  communicate  happinefs  ?  But 
what  is  temporal  to  eternal  happinefs  ?  What  is  a  fruit- 
ful field  to  a  renewed  heart  ?  Peace  at  home  to  peace  with 
God  i  Security  from  an  earthly  opprefibr,  to  deliverance 
from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  A  companionate  heart  bleeds  for 
the  mifery  of  his  fellow-creatures  in  poverty  or  bondage  ; 
but  a  fan&ified  heart  is  ftiil  more  deeply  affe&ed  with;  the 
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ignorance  and  guilt  of  others,  and  (heir  cndlefs  confcqtieti-, 
cts.     Now?  it  it  a  warrantable  manner  of  offering  up  our 
ckfircsto  God*  to  admire  or  slka  (hare  in  the  bounty  o£ 
bis  providence,  uhik  wc  dcfpite  and  trample  upon  tire 
riches  of  his  grace? 

Bat  that  fuch  prayers  are  unwarrantable,  doth  not  only 
appear  from  the  unjufl  preference  given  to  Idler  be  tore 
greater  mercies,  but  from  their  brtng  a  total  pervcr&on  of 
our  tit  fires  from  the  (jrcat  point  in  which  they  ought  to 
centre.  The  gifts  of  God  arc  intended  to  lead  us  lotha 
giver  ;  the  events  of  his  providence  to  be  fubfervictit  W 
the  methods  of  his- grace.  When,  therefore,  we  xfk  tem- 
poral profperity,  without  an  equal,  or  rather  fupcrior  folU 
citwte  for  the  enlightening  and  f.Aiffifjtng  intluencc*  o£ 
the  Holy  Gho<lT  we  are  alienating  his  .mercies  from  their 
proper  ule,  turning  them  into  weapons  of  rebellion  a^ainll 
him,  mid  cheri  firing  that  love .  of  ihs  world  which  is  dc- 
itrudive  of  the  love  of  God.  t 

Secondly  *  As  all  fuch  deGres  are  unwarrantable  ant1 
orderly,  fo  we  have  no  realbn  to  expert  that  they  fhall  bo 
granted.  •  Let  us  recall  to  mind  this  important  truth,  that 
God  is  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  all  events.  Every  pro£* 
parous  event  is  the  efteft  of  his  bounty.  Every,  calamity 
is  the  rod  of  his  anger,  and  carries  his  commiffion.  Are 
there  net  then  wife  ends  to  be  ferved  by  every  thing  apT 
pointed  by  him  ?  Affliction  fpringeth  not  out  of  the  dull. 
National  calamity  is  not  the  rigor  of  an  arbitrary  tyrant, 
but  the  wile  chaftifement  of  a  gracious  father,  or  the  puT 
niflunent  of  a  righteous  judge.  He  ruleth  the  nations 
"  fitting  upon  the  throne  of  his  holinefs  ;"  and  unlefs 
when  he  hath  a  mind  to  "make  a  full  end,"  of  a  people 
ripe  for  definition,  gives  them  for  a  i'eafon  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemies  to  bring  about  their  reformation.  If  then 
public  calamity  bears  a  commiffion  for  this  purpofe  from 
him  whole  work  is  perfect,  what  rcafon  is  there  to  expect* 
that  it  will  be  removed  before  it  hath  attained  its  end? 
Will  h,e  not  repeat  the  iiroke,  and  increafe  its  feverity, 
till  it  p roc: ure  fubmiifion  ?  It  is  true,  we  cannot  precifely 
lay  how  far  the  forbearance  of  God  may  go,  or  how  long 
his  patience  may  endure.     There  may  be  a  remiilion,  or 
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fdfpenfton  of  the 'final  ftroke,  for  their  farther  trial.  But 
it  is  certain  that  when  there  is  no  returning  to  God  by  re* 
bentance,  there  ban  be  no  reaftmable  ground  to  hope  that 
nis  difpleafure  will  fceafe,  or  its  efFedts  be  removed. 

Thirdly,  Thdugh  temporal  deliverance  were  granted  to 
&  nation,  in  arty  meafure,  without  a  difpenfation  of  the. 
Spirit  and  revival  of  religion,  it  would  bfe  no  bleffing  but 
a  curfe,  and  could  not  be  of  any  long  duration.     It  would 
be  giving  them  up  to  thertifelvefc,  to  fill  up  the  meafure!  of 
their  iniquities,  that,  when  the  appointed  time  of  Ven- 
geance fhould  come,  their  deftru&ion  might  be  more  ter* 
ttble  and  fignal.     It  is  remarkable,  that  this  is  found  a- 
mong  the  judgments  of  God,  and  reckoned  one  of  the 
rfioft  dreadful,  when  he  ceafes  to  ftrive  with  a  people,  and 
gives  them  up  to  themfelves.     Thus  he  foys,  by  the  Pfal-- 
mid,  "  But  my  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice* 
u  Ifrael  would  have  none  of  me*  fo  I  gave  them  up  to 
u  their  Own  hearts  lufts,  and  they  walked  in  their  own ' 
u  counfels.'V*  So  alfo  faith  the  prophet  Hofea,  "  Ephraim" 
<#  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone."£     The  confequence . 
bf  this  is  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  all  manner  df 
toickednefs.     Then  fpiritual  judgments  come  in  the  room; 
df  temporal,  which,  though  they  are  lefs  fenfible,  are  but 
fo  much  the  more  fatal.     Blindnefs  of  mind,  hardnefs  of 
heart,  and  an  obflinate  contempt  of  inflrudiion,  are  the 
ufual  conferences  of  unfan&tfied  profperity.     In  fuch 
circumftances  a  nation  may  exult,  and  blefs  themfelves  ■ 
in  their  abundant  wealth  ;  nay,  they  may  be  the  envy  of 
their  fbolifh  and  fhort  fighted  neighbors  ;  but  to  the  eye 
of  faith  their  condition  is  molt  wretched  and  deplorable* ' 
To  what  a  pitch  of  impiety  they  may  proceed  when  all 
reftraints  are  withdrawn,  fome  nations  recorded  in.hif- 
tory  are  a  Handing  and  melancholy  proof.     And  the  fud- 
den  defolation  fometimes  inflifted,  after  long  forbearance, 
by  the  Lord  of  nature,  on  cities  and  kingdoms,  by  fire 
from  heaven,  by  earthquakes,  peflilence,  or  the  fword,  is 
a  fearful  preface  of  the  fate  of  all,  who,  in  the  day  of  re-^ 
com  pence,  fhalt  fuffer  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 

Vol.  IL  3  N 
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All  thefe  things  arc  plainly  founded  on  the  word  af 
God,  and  manifeft  confequences  uf  the  divine  govern- 
ment. They  will,  however,  make  very  little  imprefljon 
on  a  thoughtlefs  and  fecure  generation,  plunged  in  fenfu- 
aliLy  and  lull ;  and  leait  of  all  on  thoic,  who  have  esprefs- 
]y  lifted  themfelves  under  the  banner  of  infidelity,  and 
learned  to  be  profane  upon  principle.  This  is  one  of  the 
word  iymptoms  of  our  prefent  condition  ;  the  greater  our 
guilt,  and,  therefore,  the  nearer  the  danger*  Nothing  was: 
lefs  looked  for  by  the  Babylonian  monarch,  in  the  height 
of  his  riotous  midnight  ft  aft*  than  his  kingdom's  being 
taken  from  him.  And  yet  how  fpeedily  was  it  accom* 
plifhed,  and  in  how  ihort  a  lime  was  this  fuperb  and  opu- 
lent city,  the  u  beauty  of  the  Ghaldees  excellency,'*  turn- 
ed into  a  ruinous  heap  la 

1  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  general  head*  which  was  : 

II.  To  confickr  a  little  the  encouragement  to  prayer, 
Contained  in  the  laft  part  of  the  test  :  "  Awake  as  in  the 
4<  ancient  days,  as  in  the  generations  of  old,"  &c. 

In  this  the  prophet  animates  his  faith,  and  encourages 
Iris  own  dependance  and  that  of  others  upon  the  promifes 
of  God,  by  celebrating  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  as  ma- 
nifelted  in  former  memorable  deliverances  granted  to  his 
chofen  people.  He  continues  his  addrefs  to  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  :  and,  inllead  of  an  enumeration  of  the  mighty 
adls  of  this  arm  in  ancient  days,  and  the  generations  of 
old,  he  fixes  upon  one  fignaland  leading  diiplay  of  divine 
majelly  and  power,  in  the  deltrutlion  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael  from  that  fubjedlion  and  bon- 
dage in  which  they  were  formerly  held  by  that  people. 
This  is  done  with  the  higheft  propriety  ;  for  the  deliver- 
ance of  Ifrael  from  Egyptian  bondage  was  mod  remarka- 
ble and  extraordinary  in  its  circumdances,  and  the  hand 
of  God  did  mod  eminently  appear  in  it.  Thus  the  pro- 
phet fays}  in  the  verfe  immediately  following  the  text: 
il  Art  not  thou  it,  which  hath  dried  the  lea,  the  waters  of 
44  the  great  deep,  that  hath  made  the  deeps  of  the  fea  a  way 
"  lor  the  ranfomed  to  pals  over  :''    From  this  appearance 
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in  behalf  of  Ifrael,  God  often  takes  his  defignation:  this 
chiefly  conftituted  the  fpecial  relation  between  him  and 
the  people  of  Ifrael ;  and  on  this  their  obligation  to  pbe- 
dience  is  founded  in  the  preface  or  introduction  to  the  mo- 
ral  law ;  u  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  brought  thee 
u  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage." 
And  indeed  this  deliverance  is  often  considered  and  juftly, 
as  typical  of  the  dill  more  important  deliverance  of  the 
eleft  of  God  from  fin  and  mifery. 

Now  let  us  confider  a  little  the  effett  of  fuch  a  view  up- 
on the  mind,  and  its  influence  in  prayer.  This,  I  think 
may  be  included  in  the  two  following  particulars : 

Firft,  it  fatisfies  us  of  the  power  of  God,  and  his  ability 
to  fave.     There  can  be  no  prayer  addrefled  to  God  for 
relief  and  deliverance  in  an  acceptable  manner,  but  what 
proceeds  upon  a  confidence  in  his  jxnver.     And  there  is 
in  men,  for  the  mod  part,  on  this  fubjett  a  very  imperfeft 
and  wavering  perfuafion.     Nay,  there  is  often  a  greater 
degree  of  unbelief,  than  they  themfelves  are  fenfible  of,  or 
diltinftly  apprehend.     They  are  often  fo  held  captive  by 
fenfe,  and  their  attention  fo  much  taken  up  and  engrofled 
by  outward  means  and  instruments,  that  they  are  back- 
ward to  believe,  or  rely  even  on  an  almighty,  becaufe  an 
invifible  power.     This  was  the  cafe  often  with  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael,  even  after  repeated  proofs  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  divine  arrp.     Thus  fays  the  Pfalmift :  "  How  oft  did 
"  they  provoke  him  in  the  wildernefs,  and  grieve  him  in 
"  the  defart  ?  Yea,  they  turned  back  and  tempted  God, 
u  and  limited  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.     They  remembered 
"  not  his  hand,  nor  the  day  when  he  delivered  them  fronj 
"  the  enemy."**    Againft  this  unhappy  tendency,  God* 
by  the  prophet,  warns  his  people,  a  few  verfes  after  the 
text :  "  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  comforteth  you  ;  who  art 
''  thou,  that  thou  fhouldft  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  (hall  die. 
"  and  of  the  fon  of  man  which  frail  be  made  as  grafs : 
M  And  forgetteth  the  Lord  thy  Maker,  that  hath  ftretched 
"  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ? 
?-And  haft  feared  continually  every  day,  becaufe  of  thf 
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u  fury  of  the  oppreflbr,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  defiroy  ;  and 
*'  where  is  the  fury  of  the  opprtflbr?1^  And  indeed  no- 
thing can  be  more  fupponing  under  fuch  fears,  than  to 
remember  the  indanees  in  which  God  hath  formerly  made 
his  power  known.  It  is,  as  it  were,  realizing  the  divine 
perfections*  and  making  us  to  fee  him  who  \$  invisible-  In 
this  very  way  does  the  Pfalmill  recover  from  adifconfolate 
ftatet  and  dark  difcotiraging  views  of  divine  providence. 
4i  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious ;  hath  he  in  anger 
44  fhut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Selah.  And  I  faid,  this  is 
44  my  infirmity^  bat  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right 
41  hand  of  the  moll  High,  I  will  remember  the  works 
**ofthe  Lord;  furely  I  will  remember  thy  wonders  of 
"  old*  I  will  meditate  alio  of  all  thy  works  and  talk  of  thy 
■?  doings.1'^ 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  fame  view  ferve?  toafcertain  us 
of  the  mercy  of  God,  and  his  readinefs  to  help  us  in  dtf- 
trefs.  It  is  not  enough  that  ure  have  ever  fo  unlhaken  a 
perfuafion  of  the  power  of  God,  unlefs  we  have  forrte 
ground  to  believe  that  it  lhall  appear  in  our  behalf.  Now 
former  indances  of  extraordinary  providential  deliverancq 
not  only  afford  a  proof  of  divine  power,  but  fhew  Ais  in 
what  cafes  we  have  reafon  to  expect  that  it  lhall  be  exert- 
ed. That  part  of  the  providence  of  God  which  is  already 
open  to  our  view,  enables  us,  from  analogy,  to  infer  what 
ihall  be  his  fubfequent  conduct ;  at  leait  fo  far  as  to  di- 
rect and  encourage  us  in  our  own  duty.  We  know  for 
example,  that  he  is  a  refuge  in  times  of  trouble  to  thofe 
that  are  in  didrefs  *•  and  that  in  extremity,  when  all  hu- 
man-help  fails,  then  is  deliverance  more  to  the  glory  of 
God.  By  this  very  argument  does  Jehofliaphat  conclude 
and  enforce  his  prayer.  u  O  our  God,  wilt  thou  not  judge 
41  them  ?  for  we  have  no  might  againd  this  great  company 
44  that  cometh  againfl  us  ;  neither  know  we  what  to  do, 
44  but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee.'V 

We  know  alio  that  his  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  to  hear 
thofe,  who,  refufingto  lean  on  any  broken  reed,  obtrud- 
ing any  refuge  of  lies,  place  their  confidence  in  him  a« 
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ione;  and  that  the  glory  of  God  is  immediately  and  chief- 
ly concerned,  in  the  fuppprt  and  prefervation  of  his  own 
people.  They  fee  that  he  hath,  in  all  ages,  counted  this 
pis  own  eaufe  5  and  therefore  they  fay  with  the  Pfalmift; 
44  They  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee* 
4*  for  thou  Lord  haft  not  fprfaken  them  that  feek  thee.*Vi 
In  fine,  former  inftances  of  extraordinary  deliverance 
point  out  the  great  end  and  defign  of  fuch  interpofitions. 
That  they  are  for  promoting  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
to  make  thofe  who  are  the  obje&s  of  them,  chearful  and 
willing  fervants  to  (3od ;  not  only  partakers  of  the  bounty 
of  his  providence,  but  monuments  of  the  riches  of  his 
grace.  u  In  that  day  fhall  this  fong  be  fung  in  the  land 
"  of  Judah.  We  have  a  ftrong  city,  falvation  will  God 
"  appoinc  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Open  ye  the  gates, 
,"  that  the  righteous  nation,  that  keepeth  the  truth  may  en- 
,"  ter  m.b  Violence  fhall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy  land, 
"  wafting  and  definition  within  thy  borders ;  but  thou 
14  fhalt  call  thy  walls  falvation  and  thy  gates  praife."t 
From  all  which  i^  appears  that,  in  prayer  properly  war* 
ranted,  and  rightly  directed,  it  muft  give  unfpeakable  con- 
fidence and  hope,  to  furvey  the  remarkable  inftances  of 
divine  providence,  and  thence  take  encouragement  to 
commit  our  caufe  to,  and  reft  our  hope  on,  the  fame  un- 
changeable God. 

I  conclude  this  head  with  obferving,  That  in  the  ex- 
predion  of  the  prophet,  "  Art  thou  not  it  that  hath  cut 
44  Rahab  and  wounded  the  dragon,"  he  hath  a  particular 
view  to  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  God.  "  He  is 
44  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  forever."  If  he  hath 
done  great  and  marvellous  things  in  the  moft  diftantagest 
"  his  hand  is  not  fhortened  that  it  cannot  fave,  neither  his 
44  ear  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear;"  his  ftrength  is  not  im- 
paired by  exercife,  nor  hisfulnefc  wafted  by  communica- 
tion. Such  an  argument  would  not  hold  with  regard  to 
man,  whofe  power  is  fp  exceeding  mutable,  and  his 
ftrength  fo  exceeding  liable  to  decay.  It  is  recorded  in 
hiftory,  that  an  old  Roman,  Milo,  who  in  his  youth  was* 
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prodigy  of  ftrength,  happened  to  live  to  old  age  ;  and  that 

fie  ufed  often  to  weep  when  he  looked  on  his  arms*  his 
once  nervous  and  vigorous  arms,  and  faw  the  wrinkled 
and  decayed  (mews,  and  the  weak,  feeble  ft  ate  to  which 
they  were  reduced  by  time.  But  this  is  not,  cannot  be 
the  cafe  with  the  arm  of  the  Lord.  His  ftrength  and  lia- 
bility, particularly  as  oppofed  to  created  weaknefs  and 
frailty,  is  often  declared  in  Scripture,  Thus  fn  the  fol- 
lowing fublimc  paflage  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah*  "  And  the 
"  voice  faid,  Cry.  And  he  faid  what  fhall  I  cry  ?  AH 
**  flefti  i$  grafs,and  all  the  goodlinefs  thereof  is  as  the  Sow* 
"  er  of  the  field.  The  grafs  withercth,  the  flower  fadeth  ; 
"  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it :  fureljr 
u  the  people  is  grafs.  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower  fa* 
■**  deth  :  but  the  word  our  God  (hall  Hand  forever."^ 

I  proceed  now  in  the  lall  place  to  apply  the  truths  you 
have  heard  on  this  fubjeft  to  our  own  prcTent  fituation,  as 
to  public  affairs. 

And  firft.  Is  not  our  ftate,  both  as  a  nation,  and  as  a. 
church,  exceedingly  fallen  and  low  :  and  have  we  not  the 
greateft  need  to  addrefs  this  prayer  in  the  text,  "  Awake, 
"  awake,  put  on  ftrength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord  ?"  May  wc 
not  take  our  low  and  fallen  ftate  as  a  nation  from  the  unt- 
verfal  confeffion  of  all  without  exception,  however  oppofed 
in  fentiments  or  intereft  ?  Every  clafs  and  denomination 
of  men  among  us,  every  party  and  faction,  however  un- 
willing each  may  be  to  acknowledge  its  own  {hare  of  the 
guilt,  and  however  prone  to  load  its  adverfaries  with  the 
blame  of  procuring  it,  is  yet  willing  to  acknowledge  that 
we  are  at  prefent  in  a  diitrefled,  and  in  a  contemptible 
ftate. 

And  indeed  the  thing  itfelf  fpeaks.  We  have  of  late 
fuffered  under  a  variety  of  public  ftrokes.  We  have  not 
only  had,  for  fome  time  paft,  repeated  threatenings  of 
fcarcity  and  dearth,  but  vaft  multitudes  have  been  afllidled 
with  famine  in  its  rigor,  which  is  one  of  God's  "  fore 
"  judgments."  Through  the  mercy  of  God  this  is  allevi- 
ated in  fome  meafure  at  prefent,  but  far  from  being  entire- 
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ly  removed.  We  have  alfo  been  long  engaged  in  wa?v 
with  a  powerful  and  politic  enemy.  And  has  not  the  pro*- 
Vidence  of  God  fenfibly  frowned  on  us,  and  vifibly  fruftnu 
ted  almoft  every  one  of  our  attempts  ?  This  hath  been  the 
cafe  to  a  degree  hardly  known  in  any  former  inftance* 
We  have  "  turned  our  backs  faint-hearted  before  our  ene- 
41  mies,"  in  almoft  every  encounter;  and  the  greater  ancf 
more  formidable  our  preparations  for  any  enterprise,  the 
more  pitiful  the  iffue,  and  the  more  fliameful  our  defeat 
and  difappointment.  Has  there  not  been  an  obftru&ed 
trade,  a  lofs  of  territory,  a  lofs  of  honor,  and  expence  of 
treafure  ?  Is  not  this  nation,  once  in  a  manner  the  arbi- 
trefs  of  the  fate  of  Europe,  now  become  the  fcorn  and  de- 
rifion  of  her  neighbours  and  all  that  are  round  about  her  t 
What  weak  and  divided  councils  among  thofe  that  prefide? 
Indeed  of  any  genuine  public  fpirit,  a  proud  and  fa&ious 
endeavor  to  difgrace  each  other's  meafures,  and  wreft  thd' 
-enfigns  of  government  out  of  each  other's  hands.  How 
numerous  and  expenfive,  but  how  ufelefs  and  inactive, 
have  been  our  fleets  and  armies  ?  And  how  deplorable  \9 
the  condition  of  our  colonics  abroad?  They  are  the  chief 
theatre  of  the  war,  becaufe,  indeed,  they  are  the  fubjedl  of 
the  conteft.  And  furely  it  is  affedling  to  think  of  the  un- 
natural barbarity  and  cruelty  that  there  is  often  exercifedy 
when  no  age  or  fex  is  fpared.  It  is  true,  the  diftance  of 
the  place  may  probably  make  us  lefs  fenfible  of  their  mife- 
ry.  But  if  it  pleafe  God  to  fuffer  our  enemies  to  continue 
their  progrefs,  it  is  hard  to  fay  how  far  the  defolation  may 
extend,  or  how  univerfal»it  may  prove. 

Are  we  not  alfo  in  a  very  low  and  fallen  ftate  as  a. 
church,  or  a  nation,  ftiil  retaining  fome  profeffion  and 
form  of  religion  ?  This  will  be  found  to  correfpond  with: 
the  other,  as  the  caufe  with  the  effeft.  How  have  all 
ranks,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  corrupted  their 
ways  ?  How  grofs  and  prevalent  is  infidelity,  under-* 
mining  the  principles  of  natural,  with  the  fame  zeal  and, 
eagernefs,  with  which  it  formerly  endeavored  to  weaken 
the  foundations  of  revealed  religion  ?  How  many  of  higft  ' 
rank  have  wholly  deferted  the  houfe  and  worfhip  of  God, 
nay,  openly  and  boldly  treat  his  fervice  and  fervants  with 
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contempt  ?  How  often  do  we  obferve  fuch,  with  a  cn- 
imnal  and  infolent  felf  contradiction,  trample  upon  the 
very  laws  agdinft  profane nefs  which  they  contribute  trf 
make  ?  And,  with  how  much  2ea!  and  diligence  docs 
the  lower  part  of  the  nation  emulate  the  higher,  in  that 
which  is  the  reproach  of  both  ?  So  great  is  the  preva- 
lence of  irreligion,  contempt  of  God,  fenfuahty  and  pride* 
that  many  of  the  grofTeil  crimes  are  not  only  praftifctt 
but  profefled,  not  only  frequent  but  open,  not  only  per- 
mitted in  but  gloried  in  and  boaftcd  of:  infoimich,  that  it 
requires  no  fmall  degree  of  fortitude  and  refolution,  flcd- 
failly  to  adhere  to  the  principles  and  character  of  a  difci- 
pie  ofGhrith  in  oppofitiori  to  the  fpiric  and  ilratn  of  faflt- 
ionable  convention, 

Jt  is  ncrt,  indeed,  to  be  wonderecf  at,  that  not  only  tliii 
nation,  but  the  protefl&nt  ftates  of  Europe   in  general 
fltrnik!  lie  brought  under  the  rdd,  as  they  have  to  fhame- 
fully  departed  From  that  purity  of  faith  and  ilriftnefs  of  * 
morals  which    was  the  glory  of  the  reformation.     How 
many  have  of  late  been  afTiamed  of  the  crofs   of  Cbriu\ 
and  the  dodrine   of  the  grace  of  God  ?  And  what  hath 
been  fubftituted  in  their  room  ?  A  pliant  and  faftiionable 
fcheme  of  religion,  a  fine  theory  of  virtue  and  morality. 
A  beautiful  but  unfubftantial  idol,  raifed  by  human  pride, 
adorned  and  clrelled  by  human  art,  and  fupported  by  the 
wifdom  of  words.     And  hath  it  not,  in  this,  as  in  every 
preceding  age,  in  this,  as  in  every  other  chriltian  coun^ 
try,  whenever  it  gained  any  credit,  been  the  fore-runner 
and  brought  fait  at  its  heels  a  deluge  of  profanenefs  and 
immorality  in  practice  ?     Can  any  of  thefe  things  tx!  call- 
ed  in  quedion  ?     And  are  not  they,  as  well   as  many 
more  which  might  eafily  be  enumerated,  the  melancholy 
proofs  of  our  degenerate  and  corrupt  character? 

In  the  fecond  place.  From  what  hath  been  faid  you 
may  fee  what  wrong  meafures  we  have  hitherto  taken  for 
removing  thefe  evils,  lb  far  as  wc  have  been  fenfible  of 
them.  Our  gracious  fovereign  hath,  indeed,  been  pleafed 
to  point  out  our  duty,  by  calling  us  annually  to  falling 
and  humiliation.  But  with  the  far  greater  number  it  hath 
been  no  more  than  an  unmeaning  and  lifclefs  form  :  and 
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ttiey  have  continued  ftill  in  the  fame  forgetfulnefs  and 
cbntempt  of  God.  You  have  heard  above  that  nothing 
is  more  contrary  to  the  genuine  fpirit  of  interceffory  pray- 
er  in  public  calamity,  than  putting  truft  in  an  arm  of  flefli. 
And  yet,  is  there  any  thing  with  which  this  nation  is  at 
.prefent  more  juftly  chargeable  ?  Nothing  is  more  appa- 
rent from  the  very  face  of  our  common  channels  of  intel- 
ligence. In  the  cafe  ofdifappointments,  on  the  one  hand, 
are  we  not  ungovernable  and  bead-ftrortg  in  our  refent- 
ment  againftmen  ?  and  equally  foolifh  and  fanguine  on 
the  other,  in  bur  hopes  of  thofe  who  are  fubftituted  in  their* 
place  ?  We  give  pompous  details  of  armaments,  *nd 
prophefy,  nay,  even  in  amanper  defcribetheir  vidtofiesl 
long  before  the  feafon  of  a&ion  ;  and  incautiously  celebrate 
the  charadters  of  leaders,  while  they  are  only  putting  6n' 
the  harnefs,  and  going  into  the  field.  What  proud  and 
arrogant  fentiments  do  we  often  exprefs  on ,  the  fubjeQ 
of  our  national  courage,  and  ancient  Britifh  fire,  as  it  is 
called  ?  In  Ihort,  we  feem  to  have  gdt  entirely  into  that 
vainglorious,  oftentatious  fyftem,  with  which  we  ufed 
to  upbraid  our  neighbor  and  rival  nation  ;  and  they  feem 
to  have  given  it  up  in  our  favor,  and  to  have  adopted  the 
wiler  and  more  profitable  method,  of  putting  deeds  for 
words'. 

And  how  negligent  have  yrt  been  of  promoting,  of 
praying  for  the  intereft  of  religion  ?  You  have  heard, 
that  when  the  arm  oif  the  Lord  puts  on  tf  rength,  it  mud  be 
to  appoint  falvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks  to  'at  people* 
But  how  few  difcover  any  concern  upofr  this  fubjeft  ? 
The  want  of  public  fpirit,  in  thofe  who  rttain  any  fenfe 
of  religion,  is  an  evidence  of  its  low  andlahguifhing  (late. 
When  it  is  lively,  it  will  always  bfe  communicative. 
Love  toGcxland  tave  to  man,  the  two  gteat  branches  of  prac- 
tical religion,  neceffarily  imply  a  concern  for  its  progrefs. 
And  yet,  fo  rare  is  any  thing  of  this  kind,  that  when  it  ap- 
pears as  a  fort  of  prodigy,  it  is  looked  upon,  by  moft,  as 
romance  and  extravagance.  Let  experience  tell,  if  this 
is  not  often  the  cafe.  When  any  one  appears,  in  imitation 
of  the  Scripture  faints,  to  grieve  for  the  fins  of  others,  or 
difcovcrs  any  more  than  ordinary  concern  for  their  refof- 
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mation,  are  not  all  his  endeavors  immediately  refitted  and 

refented  as  troublefome,  or   branded  with  every  name  of 
contempt,  as  vi denary  frenzy  and  enthuliafm  I 

In  the  third  place-  From  what  hath  been  fa  id  on  this 
fubjeft,  you  may  learn  what  ou^ht  to  be  the  great  aim  of 
every  ferious  and  fenfible  Chriftian  among  us,  at  piefent 
in  his  interceffion  at  the  throne  of  grace,  viz.  That  the 
power  of  the  Almighty  may  appear  in  behalf  of  this  nation* 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  all  may  be  obliged  to  fay,  u  This  is 
the  doing  of  the  Lord."  That,  as  he  ufelh  to  do  on  ex~ 
traordinary  oceafions,  he  may  raife  up  inftruments  for 
this  purpofe,  who  may  be  as  polifhed  fhafts  in  his  own 
hand,  and  may  have  a  fingle  eye  to  his  own  glory.  That 
not  for  our  fakes,  who  have  defer ved  to  be  cafl  uff  for  ever, 
but  for  his  own  name's  fake,  he  would  fupport  thofe  who 
flill  adhere  to  the  proteflant  caufe.  And,  in  a  particular 
manner,  for  this  end,  that  he  would  difcover  his  power 
and  glory  in  an  eminent  and  remarkable  revival  of  religion 
among  all  ranks*  That  oar  blefled  Redeemer,  the  king 
of  Zion,  who  reigns  to  all  generations,  who  hath  afcend- 
ed  up  on  high,  and  received  gifts  lor  men,  would  fend 
forth  his  Spirit  in  a  large  and  plentiful  meafure.  That  his 
work  and  power  may  appear  in  all  his  gracious  influen- 
ces, convincing  and  converting  fmners,  fandtifying, 
quickening  and  comforting  believers.  That  this  may  be 
a  common  bleffing  on  all  corners  of  the  land,  on  perfons 
of  every  clafs  and  denomination,  of  every  rank  and  decree, 
from  the  higheit  to  the  lowed,  of  every  (lation  and  office, 
civil  and  (acred.  Above  all,  that  he  would  u  cloath  his 
"  prieils  with  falvation,  that  his  faints  may  fhout  aloud 
4V  for  joy."  O  when  fliall  the  time  come,  when  "  the 
41  Lord  of  hods  fliall  be  for  a  crown  of  glory,  and  a  diadem 
iC  of  beauty  to  the  refidue  of  his  people  ;"  when,  inflead  of 
fine  fchemes  fpun  for  the  honor  of  their  makers,  thofe 
who  are  called  minifters  of  Chrift,  fliall  preach  the  gofpel, 
41  with  the  Holy  Ghofl  lent  down  from  Heaven  ?"  When 
the  truth  of  God,  by  its  fimplicity,  majefty,  force,  and 
efficacy,  fliall  make  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  moll  ob- 
ftinate,  and  Satan's  kingdom  fall  as  lightning  before  it. 
Plead,  my  beloved    hearers,  that   proteltants  in  general 
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may  be  brought  back  to  their  firft  faith  and  their  firft  love; 
that  the  unhappy  divilions  among  us  may  be  aboliflied  ;' 
and  that  the  bond  and  centre  of  union  may  be  Chrift  cru- 
cified, the  only  author  of  falvation  :  that  men  may  be  no 
longer  ranked  in  parties  and  marfhalled  under  names,  but 
the  great  and  only  ftrife  may  be,  who  fhall  love  our  Re- 
deemer mod,  and  who  fliall  ferve  him  with  the  greateft 
zeal. 

•  And  in  this  critical  conjuncture,    when  the  bloody' 
fword  is  threatening  fo  many  nations,  and  when  there  is 
fo  general    a  combination  of  anti-chriflian  powers,   be 
earned  in  prayer,  that  it  may  pleafe  God  to  fubvert  their 
fchemes,   and  turn  their  counfels  into  foolifhnefs;  an  J 
that  he,  with  whom  is   terrible  majefty,  may  confume 
"  the  man  of  fin  with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  deftroy 
44  him  with  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming." — Pray  for  our 
gracious  fovereign  king  George,  under  whole  mild  and 
legal  government, .  we  have  long  enjoyed  as  much  hap- 
pinefs  as   our  national  guilt  would  allow :     that  God, 
by  whom    "  kings  reign  and   princes   decree   juftice," 
would  give  him  a  wife  underftanding  heart  in  his  fear, 
protett  his  perfon,  dirett  his  councils,  and  profper  his 
arms :  and  long  preferve  his    numerous  ifiue,  as  happy 
pledges  of  the   fecurity  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
Let  us  alfo,  while  we  give  thanks  to  God  for  raifing  up  an 
eminent  prince  in  Germany  as  the  head  of  the  reformed 
intereft,  and  fignally  fupporting  him  hitherto,  pray,  that 
he  may  continue  his  prote&ion  to  him,  eqcourage  his 
heart,  and  ftrengthen  his  hands,  and  fight  his  battles.   In 
fine,  let  us  pray  for  the   fpeedy  accomplifliment  of  the 
prophecy,  whoever  fhall  be  the  inilrument  of  it,  of  the 
downfall  of  Antichrift,  when  the  cry  fliall  be  heard,  "  Ba- 
u  bylon  the  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  fliall  arife  no 
44  more." 

In  the  lad  place.  For  our  encouragement  in  this  du- 
ty, let  us  remember,  that  we  ferve  an  unchangeable  God, 
the  rock  of  ages.  We  pray  for  the  appearance  of  the  arm 
of  the  Lord  u  as  in  ancient  days,  in  the  generations  of 
44  old,"  when  it  44  cut  Rahab  and  wounded  the  dragoni" 
Review  the  hiftory  qf  his  conduit  to  the  church  and  peQ, 
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pie  of  Ifrael,  bow,  Willi  a  mighty  hand  and  out- fl retched 
arm,  he  delivered  them  from  bondage,  and  humbled 
their  proud  oppreifors.  And  remember  how  Qften,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  ages*  he  has  appeared  in  behalf  of  his  own  people, 
and  lupported  his  own  caufe  when  at  the  very  lowed,  and 
as  it  were  in  an  expiring  ftaie.  How  low  was  the  inter- 
eft  ot  Zion  at  the  reformation,  when  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth  Served  the  **  fear  let  wrhore,"  and  *•  were  drunk  whh 
u  the  wine  ot  the  wrath  of  her  fornication?"  How  thick 
the  darkneis  that  overfpread  the  nations,  and  how  univer* 
fal  the  dominion  of  error  i  And  yet,  in  oppofition  to  all 
the  cunning  ot  earthly  policy,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
furj'  ot  pcrfecuttng  cruelty,  he  enabled  a  tew  plain  men, 
lovers  of  the  truth,  toaflert,  to  defend  and  to  fpread  it. 

The  moft  remarkable  times  of  the  revival  of  religion, 
in  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  immediately  fucceed- 
cd  times  of  the  greateil  apoftacy,  when  truth  fcemed  to  be 
fallen  in  the  flreets,  and  equity  could  not  enter.  This 
was  the  cn[e  immediately  before  the  year  1638.  Corrup- 
tion in  dodrine,  loofneis  in  pra£tice,  and  flavilli  fubmil- 
fion  in  politics,  had  overfpread  the  church  of  Scotland. 
And  yet,  in  a  little  time,  fhe  appeared  in  greater  purity, 
'and  in  greater  dignity,  than  ever  (lie  had  done  before,  or 
perhaps  than  ever  (he  hath  done  fince,  that  period.  In 
the  fame  manner,  immediately  beiore  the  happy  revolu- 
tion, how  delperate  in  appearance  was  the  fituation  of 
this  church  ?  When  all  the  belt,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
hobleit  perfons  in  the  nation,  were  chafed  as  fugitives 
from  their  dwellings,  and  confidered  as  unworthy  of  an 
iabode  on  earth  !  When  many  of  our  worthy  anceflors 
fell  in  battle,  died  on  a  fcafTold,  or  were  murdered  in  the 
fields  by  the  unrelenting  rage  of  e'ccleliallic  tyranny.  And 
When  worfhipping  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  according 
to  his  own  word,  was  a  capital  crime  !  Yel  our  captivity 
Was  brought  back,  and  "  we  were  as  men  that  dreamed,1' 
fo  unexpetled  was  the  mercy. 

Let  no  Chriftian  therefore  give  way  to  defponding 
thoughts.  Though  infidelity  unrtfiiled  fpreads  its  poifon, 
though  profanenefs  and  enmity  to  religion  and  ferioufnefs 
every  where  abound,  though  there  are  few  to  fupport  the  in- 
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Jereft  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  though  we  have  feen  a 
new  thing  on  the  earth,  a  minifter  of  Ghrift  leaving  the 
pulpit  for  the  ftage,  let  us  not  be  difcouraged.  We  plead 
the  caufe  that  fhali  finally  prevail.  Religion  fhall  rife 
from  its  ruins;  and  its  oppreffed  ftate  at  prefent  fhoukl  not 
only  excite  us  to  pray,  but  encourage  us  to  hope  for  its 
fpeedy  revival.  While  every  one  is  diligent  in  bis  owq 
fphere,  and  in  his  proper  duty,  and  earneftly  pleading  for 
the  revelation  of  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  let  us  recoiled  his 
favor  and  prote&ion  to  the  church  in  every  time  of  need* 
and  his  faithfulnefs  which  is  to  all  generations*  Let  us 
fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round 
41  about  her :  tell  the  towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her 
"  bulwarks,  confider  her  palaces;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the 
"  generation  following.  For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever 
*'  and  ever,  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death."** 

*  P&lm  xlviii.  12,  13,  14. 
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Preached  at  the  Laigh  Church  of  Paisley,  on  Sabbath, 
February  lift,  1762. 


TO    WHICH    IS    PREFIXED, 


An  Authentic  Narrative,  of  the  disorderly  and  riotous 
meetings  on  the  Night  before  the  Celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  that  place,  which  gave  occasion  to 
the  Discourse. 


BailteS* 


Robert  Fulton,  Efq- 
Chakles  Maxwell, 
William  Orr, 
Andrew  Smith,  Treafurer. 
And  the  remanent  members  of  the  Town-CouncI 
of  Paisley, 

The  following  Sermon  is  humbly  inferibed,  by  their 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant , 

John  WitherspoOk. 
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rp  H  E  publication  of  the  Following  fermon,  is  not 
£  owing  to  choice,  but  neceffity.  A  proccfs  of  fcandal 
Was  carried  on  againft  the  perfons  who  gave  occafion  to 
its  being  preached ;  and  they,  inftead  of  any  fubmiffion 
or  penitence,  thought  proper  to  make  heavy  complaints 
againft  the  author  of  the  fermon ;  and  to  give  an  account 
of  what  was  faid  in  it,  very  imperfeft  and  unjuft,  as  may 
well  be  fuppofed.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  found  it  neceffary 
to  declare  his  willingnefs  and  refqtution  to  publifh  the  fer- 
mon, and  to  prefix  a  diftinft  narration  of  the  proceedings, 
lb  far  as  they  had  come  to  light,  of  that  impious  affembly, 
held  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge,  that  the  public  might 
judge  whether  there  was  not  more  than  fufficient  caufe 
given  for  what  was  then  faid.  By  the  following  narra- 
tive and  fermon  he  now  propofes  to  acquit  himfelf  of  both 
parts  of  this  promife. 

On  Saturday  the  6th  of  February,  1762,  being  the  day 
before  the  celebration  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per  in  Paifley,  fome  young  men,  who  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved had  ail  been  at  church,  dined  immediately  after 
fermon  in  James  Chambers's  room.  After  dinner,  Ro- 
bert Hunter,  who  never  was  a  communicant,  produced 
one  of  the  church  tokens,  well  knowing  what  ufe  it  was 
intended  to  ferve.  Being  afked  where  he  got  it,  faid  he 
got  it  from  Judas  Ifcariot ;  and,  as  one  of  the  company 
declares,  offered  to  play  odds  or  evens  with  him  whiqh  o£ 
them  fhould  ufe  it.  They  were  then  invited  all  to  9,  glaflr 
in  William  Wilfon's  room,  which  he  chofe  that  night  to 
take  pofleflion  of;  and  indeed  to  give  it  a  very  dreadful 
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confecration*     In  the  interval  of  their  meeting,  Robert 

Hunter  fcnt  the  taken  to  a  young  woman  in  the  place,  in- 
clofed  in  a  letter.  What  were  the  contents  of  the  letter 
cannot  be  known.  Common  fame  faid  it  was  inviting  her 
to  their  facrament:  he  hlmfelf  pretended  it  was  very  inno- 
cent, but  took  care,  as  foon  as  the  rumour  broke  outt  to 
get  the  letter  and  burn  it.  The  reader  will  immediately 
reflect  what  could  be  the  intention,  and  what  might  have 
been  the  effefts  of  this  conduft:  it  was  eafy  in  this  way, 
to  fend  the  moft  notorious  profligate  to  the  table  of  the 
Lor!,  to  the  unfpeakable  feandal  of  the  congregation*  as 
tyetl  as  mifchief  to  his  own  fouK 

About  fix  of  the  clock  the  fame  evening  or  foon  after, 
there  met  according  to  appointment  in  William  Wilfon's 
room,  the  (aid  Robert  Hunter,  and  William  Wilfcn,  mi- 
ni if ^ct liters  in  Paifley,  John  Snodgrafa,  writer  theref 
William  M'Crotehet,  enfign  or  ferjeant  in  the army,  James 
and  David  Chalmers,  and  Robert  Crofs  junior,  merchants 
in  Paifley.  By  their  own  confeffion,  and  the  depofnion 
of  feveral  witneffes,  they  employed  a  good  part  of  the  time 
in  mock-preaching,  and  that  not  merely  imitating  the 
tcnes  or  geilures  of  rainiflers  in  indifferent  words,  but  the 
only  expreffions  that  were  diftinguiihed  by  the  witneffes 
who  heard  them  on  the  flreet,  were  the  words  of  fcrip- 
ture.  Two  witneffes  depone,  that  to  the  bed  of  their  judg- 
ment, they  heard  them  praying  in  mockery ;  and  when 
afked  if  they  were  fure  it  was  praying  and  not  preaching, 
perfilied  in  affirming  it  was  praying.  The  only  uncer- 
tainty this  evidence  labors  under,  is,  that  not  hearing  the 
particular  words  ufed,  the  only  way  by  which  they  diftin- 
guifhed it,  was  by  the  found  ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
both  witneffes  were  pofitive;  that  they  agreed  together  as 
to  the  time  when  th'13  happened,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
fame  time  that  the  other  witneffes  depone  they  were  preach- 
ing, but  at  a  very  couiiderahle  dilinnce;  ih  that  there  is 
little  probability  of  the  one  being  miliahen  for  the  other. 
By  their  own  confeilions,  and  the  dcpofitions  of  witneffes, 
they  were  guilty  of  profane  {'wearing,  The  noife  of  their 
meeting  was  Inch,  as  alarmed  the  whole  neighborhood  ; 
tut  what  is  tno'X  tremendous  of  all,  by  the  declaration  of 
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Robert  Hunter,  one  of  themfelves,  William  M'Crotche^ 
ufed  fome  of  the  words  of  the  inftitution.  The  famf 
thing  is  declared  by  William  Wilfon,  of  John  Snodgrafc ; 
and  upon  the  ftri&eft  re-examination  he  perfjfted  in  d«* 
daring  that  he  was  certain  it  was  done  in  the  company, 
and  he  thought  it  was  by  that  perfon. 

When  thefe  fa£ls  are  laid  together,  and  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  tranfa&ion  are  weighed,  is  it  poffibk  ia 
words  to  paint  the  atrocioufneft  of  their  crime  ?  Is  there 
any  ground  to  wonder  at  the  greatnefs  of  the  fcandal  ?  |s 
there  reafon  to  complain  that  the  minifler  in  whofe 
bounds  the  offence  was  committed,  and  under  wbofe 
charge  aim  oft  all  the  offenders  live,  fhould  think  of  preach- 
ing on  fuch  a  fubje&  as  it  appears  he  did ;  and  now  with 
concern  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  publifb?  The  very  choice 
of  fuch  a  night  for  fuch  a  merry  meeting,  and  the  diftur- 
bance  given  to  the  place  almoft  to  the  hour  of  midnight, 
though  there  had  been  no  more  in  it,  were  furely  highly 
indecent.  But  when  we  add  to  this  the  loud  profanation 
of  the  Almighty's  name,  and  fpending  the  moft  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  the  time,  in  mocking  the  exercifes  of 
piety,  how  deep  and  aggravated  is  the  guilt !  Above  all, 
when  it  is  confidered  that  this  feems  to  have  been  without 
bounds,  not  fparing  even  the  moft  folemn  and  facred  rite 
of  our  holy  religion  !  It  is  true,  fome  of  them  obftinately 
deny  this  laft,  and  heavieft  part  of  the  charge.  It  doth 
not  indeed  appear,  and  we  hope  it  is  not  true,  that  there 
was  a  formal  celebration,  and  general  or  common  partici* 
pation  in  mockery,  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper; 
but  if  there  had  been  no  profane  allufion  to  it  in  the  per- 
formances of  the  adting  mimics,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
or  imagined,  that  it  would  have  been  confefled  by  two  of 
the  perfons  prefent.  Though  this  ftiould  not  militate 
againft  the  reft,  it  certainly  muft  militate  againft  thera- 
felves.  The  time  of  the  meeting ;  the  token  produced 
before  it ;  the  letter  with  the  token  fent ;  the  other  things 
which  they  certainly  did  ;  and  the  unfufpedled  declaration 
of  two  0/  the  guilty  ;  who  feemed  at  firft  penitent,  though 
afterwards  they  altered  their  conduft,  and  joined  with 
the  reft  in  a  common  defence ;  are  .  lb  ftrong,  that  it  is 
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impofTiblc  todeftroy  the  belief  of  it  in  an  impartial  mincF; 
the  rather  when  we  add,  that  afterwards  David  Ch aimer 
confefled  it  flill  more  fully  than  any  of  the  other  tw< 
This,  though  it  was  too  late  to  be  in  the  proeefs,  or  rath* 
by  great  art  and  influence  kept  out  of  ic,  may  be  fafei 
affirmed,  becaufe  it  was  in  the  pretence  of  three  perlbny. 
But  to  cut  the  matter  (hort,  the  ufe  of  fonie  of  th?  words 
of  theinftitution  with  a  folemn  air  as  of  a  minHler,  and 
alfo  tome  of  the  other  words  of  fcripture,  is  affirmed  by 
William  Wilfon,  of  John  Snodgrafs,  in  a  voluntary  de- 
claration, when  he  was  not  adduced  as  an  evidence.  Let 
John  Snodgrafs  therefore,  who  confiders  this  as  (o  injuri- 
ous to  him,  profecute  William  Wilfon  for  flandcr,  and 
get  him  punifhed  in  the  manner  he  jufily  deferves,  if  it  be 
falfe;  and  if  this  is  not  done,  he  mult  forgive  many,  and 
particularly  the  author  of  the  following  fermon,  for  belie V; 
ing  it  to  be  true, 
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SEASONABLE  ADVICE  to  YOUNG  PERSONS. 

SERMON  41, 


^salm  i.  1. 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  waUeth  not  in  the  counsel  of  the  w* 
■   godly  y  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sitteth  in  th* 
scat  of  the  scornful. 


I  HERE  is  an  old  and  beaten  obfervation,  that  human 
nature,  in  all  ages,  is  the  fame.  To  this  I  add,  or 
r  offer,  by  way  of  illuftration  of  it,  that  fin,  which 
bears  fo  much  fway  in  human  characters  and  a&ions,  has 
been  the  fame?  in  its  operation  and  influence,  in  all  ages, 
lince  the  fall  of  Adam.  For  this  reafon  the  chara&ers 
drawn  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  particularly  the  obfer- 
vations  on  human  life,  contained  in  the  Pfalms  of  David, 
the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  and  book  of  Ecclefiaftes,  are  as 
perfedtly  adapted  to  the  prefent  age,  as  if  they  were  but 
of  yefterday's  date. 

As  the  ten  commandments,  which  are  the  fum  of  the 
moral  law,  confifl  moftly  of  prohibitions,  the  Pfalmift,  in 
this  paffage,  draws  the  character  of  the  good  man  in  a  ne- 
gative form,  by  its  oppofition  to  the  bad.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  danger  to  which  the  unwary  are  expofed,  the  en- 
ticing and  deceitful  nature  of  fin,  and  its  monftrous  enor- 
mity, when  arrived  at  its  full  height,  are  couched  in  the 
moft  admirable  manner ;  "Bleflbd  is  the  man  that  walk- 
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**  eth  not  in  the  counfel  of  the  ungodly ;— nor  ftandeth  In 
11  the  way  of  fmners ; — nor  fitteth  in  the  feat  of  the  feorn- 
"  ful" 

It  is  not  agreed  among  interpreters,  who  was  the  author 
of  this  Ffalm ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  matter  more  of  euriofi* 
ty  than  moment,  very  critically  to  inquire.  Some  think 
it  was  the  Pfalmifl  David,  becaufe  of  the  high  efleetn  ex- 
preflfed  in  it  for  the  law  of  God,  a  tiling  which  fo  remark- 
ably diftingutfhes  his  other  writings.  Others  refer  it  to  a 
later  period ;  and  fuppofe  that  Ezra,  or  feme  other  after 
the  captivity,  whocollefted  the  facred  hymns  of  different 
authors  into  one  volume,  prefixed  this  as  a  fort  of  argu- 
ment or  preface  to  the  whole.  It  is,  indeed,  a  fumimry 
of  all  that  follow.  It  plainly  contains  a  chara&er  both  of 
good  men  and  bad  ;  die  ufual  courfe  of  divine  Providence 
towards  each  of  thefe  dafTes,  as  well  as  the  final  tluic  of 
their  condu£t,  in  the  everlafling  happinels  of  the  one,  and 
ihe  everlafiing  mifery  of  the  other. 

Even  the  mod  curfory  reader  mud  obferve,  that  there 
is  a  gradation  in  the  expreflions  of  the  text,  which  rife  one 
above  another  in  their  itrength  and  energy  :  nay,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many,  that  they  are  chofen  with  peculiar  art, 
and  contain  a  double,  if  not  a  threefold  gradation. 

i.  In  the  charafter,  beginning  with  the  ungodly,  who 
are  without  proper  impreflions  of  religion,  and  habitually 
governed  by  other  principles  than  the  fear  of  God.  Next, 
sinners,  or  thofe  who  are  more  openly  flagitious,  and 
vifibly  guilty  of  grofs  crimes.  And  finally,  the  scornful, 
who  let  reproof  at  defiance,  and  trcit  every  thing  ferious 
and  facred  with  contempt  and  difdain. 

2.  In  the  communication  of  others  with  them,  walk- 
ing; which  feems  to  imply  occafional,  unforelcen,  and 
tranfient  intercourfe; — standing,  which  feems  to  indicate 
a  greater  degree  of  approbation  and  voluntary  compliance 
with  their  example  ; — and  sitting,  which  fignilies  being 
fixed  and  fettled  in  an  evil  courfe,  and  refufing  to  depart 

from  it. To  this  fome  add   the  other  expreflions,  the 

counsel,  the  way,  a  nd  the  seat ;  on  which  I  forbear  to  in* 
f:ft,  but  proceed  to  obferve, 
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"  That  we  have,  in  this  pafTage,  a  moft  ufeftrl  and  Snftruc- 
tive  leflbn  of  great  moment  in  every  place  and  age ;  and 
peculiarly  Tinted,  on  feveral  accounts,  to  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  congregation.  It  is,  therefore  my  re- 
solution to  difcourfe  a  little,  through  the  affiftance  of  di-» 
Vine  grace,  on  the  three  diftinft  branches  into  which  it 
may  be  naturally  divided. 

I.  The  infedtious  nature  of  fin,  or  the  danger  of u  walk- 
44  ing  in  the  counfel  of  the  ungodly." 

II.  The  deceitful  and  hardening  nature  of  fin,  which 
infenfibly  leads  from  u  walking  in  the  counfel  of  the  un- 
"  godly,"  to  "  (landing  in  the  way  of  finners." 

III.  The  finiftiing  ftage  ofwickednefs,  the  moft  crimi- 
nal and  mod  pernicious  character,  viz,  of  the  scornful 
who  are  bold  enough  to  treat  things  ferious  and  facred 
with  derifion. 

Having  done  this,  I  (hall  make  fome  application  of  the 
fubjett,  for  your  inftruttion  and  direction. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  us  confider  the  infe&ious  nature 
of  fin,  or  the  danger  of  walking  in  the  counfel  of  the  un* 
godly.  That  the  fociety  of  bad  men  is  highly  dangerou* 
to  all,  but  efpecially  to  young  perfons,  is  indeed  a  truth 
which  no  fober  man  will  deny,  and  which  hath  been  often 
fet  in  the  ftrongeft  light  by  religious  and  moral  writers  : 
it  may  therefore  feem  unneceflary  to  infift  upon  it.  BuV 
my  brethren,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  fares  often  with 
known  and  common  truths,  as  with  common  mercies, 
they  are  dcfpifed  for  their  cheapnefs.  Though  their  cer- 
tainty be  readily  allowed,  their  ufe  and  application  is,  not- 
withitanding,  or,  perhaps,  for  that  very  reafons,  in  a  great 
meafure  neglected.  How  feldom  is  it  that  men  make 
the  diftin&ion  with  care,  and  aft  upon  it  with  prudence 
and  refolmion ;  either  in  their  own  condudt,  or  in  the? 
difpofal  of  their  children  ?  Bear  with  me,  therefore,  while 
I  endeavor  to  imprefs  your  minds  with  a  fenfe  of  your 
obligation  to  depart  from  the  fociety  of  evil-doers,  and  to 
preferve,  with  the  utmoft  folicitude,  all  young  perfons  uiv 
dcr  your  care,  from  the  mortal  contagion. 
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For  the  importance  and  neceffity  of  this,  you  have 
concurrent  teftiinony  of  wife  and  goal  men,  in  every  age 
ami  nation  ;  experience  hath  taught  it  to  the  moft  barba- 
rous, as  well  as  moil  improved  and  polilhed  people.  There 
h  no  nation  of  which  hiflory  hath  preferved  us  any  ac- 
count, but,  in  their  proverbial  faying**  which  arc  ibe  pro*, 
duel  of  time,  we  find  a  warning  again  ft  the  infection  of 
corrupt  fcciety.     What  dying  parent,  in  his  lad  or  part- 
ing adieu  to  his  children,  ever  omitted  to  caution  them* 
againft  the  focicty  of  bad  men  ?  nay,  ckrth  not  daily  expe- 
rience prove  this,  beyond  difpute,  to  every  one  who  had*- 
the  lead  degree  either  of  memory  or  reflection  I  Is  there, 
among  you  any  pcrfon,  who  has  arrived  at  the  unhappy 
dilunction  of  being  known  for  a  profligate?    Whenever, 
this  happens,  thofc  about  him  are  able  to  mark  the  progreis 
of  his  corruption,  andean  even  point  out  the  perfons,  or  Jo* 
cieties,  where  he  was  firft  taught  the  rudiments  of  vice, 
tfnd  i nitrated  in  the  principles  of  licentioufnefs  and  riot* 
I  am  none  of  thofc  who  cither  deny  or  conceal  the  original, 
inherent,  univerfal  corruption  of  human  nature  ;   and  yet 
I  fcruple  not  to  affirm,  that  example,  inflrudtion,  and  af-. 
fiflance,  are  neccfiary  to  our  improvement  even  in  vice. 
Without  this,  no  finale   perfon  is  capable  of  arriving  at 
that  degree  of  depravity  which  we  have  fometimes  occa- 
fion  to  obferve. 

Whoever  would  examine  into  the  reafons,  and  imprefs 
his  mind  with-  a  ienfe  of  the  danger  of  corrupt  fociety,  ef- 
pecially  to  youth,  may  juit  retlect  upon  the  following  par- 
ticulars. 

i.  We  are  all  by  nature  prone  to  fin.  It  is  the  growth 
of  the  foil,  as  weeds  of  the  curled  ground.  If  weeds  can 
hardly  be  retrained  by  the  utmoft  diligence  and  care  of 
thehuib.indman,  what  an  enormous  product  might  he  ex- 
pert if  he  would  directly  apply  himfelf  to  their  encourage- 
ment and  cultivation  ?  Juit  fo,  if  by  the  utmoft  care  and 
attention,  parents  c?n  hardly  re  drain  the  irregularities  of 
their  children,  and  iorm  them  to  true  piety  and  goodnefs  ; 
what  wickedntls  may  they  not  arrive  at,  if  they  are  deli- 
vered over  to  fchools  o:  profanity,  and  differed  to  form 
their  lentinvents  and  manners,  horn  ihofe  who  have  long 
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*  talked  in  the  ways  of  their  owri  hearty  artd  in  the  fight 
ff  of  their  own  eyes/'  without  "  fearing  God,  or  regard* 
14  ing  man  ?" 

2.  Yourtg  perfons  are  ignorant  arid  utifqfpicious  t 
grangers  to  the  world,  they  are  alike  ignorant  of  the  chat* 
rafters  of  men,  andtheeffefts  of  vicious  cOurfeaf.  What 
a  prey  muft  fuch  be  to  the  artful  and  infmuating  lariguage 
of  thole,  who,  enflaved  by  habit,  ajid  wearing  the  chains  of 
vice,  find  their  chief  remaining  pleafure  in  feducing  othenf 
into  the  fame  miferable  ftate  ?  Juftly  is  the  great  efiemy  of 
mankind  called  the  deceiver,  becaufe  he  betrayed  our  firft 
parents  into  rebellion  by  a  lie ;  and  in  the  fame  way  he 
and  all  his  fervants  continue  to  paint  and  farnifh  over  (id 
•with  falfe  colours,  that  it  may  be  embraced  without  reluc- 
tance, by  thofe  who  know  not  that  afterwards  u  it  bitetH 
44  like  a  ferpent,  and  ftingeth  like  in  adder.  Need  I  tell 
you  in  what  a  decent  garb  fin  is  often  Clothed ;  and  what 
honorable  names  it  often  a  (fumes  in  the  world,  to  gain  thft 
eafier  admiffion  ?  Senfuality  and  intemperance  is  ibciftl 
*ffe&ion,  and  good  fellowfhip  :  filthy  obfeene  converfatioft 
is  but  harmlefs  mirth  and  freedom :  anger  and  rfefentment 
are  but  honor,  refolution,  and  dignity  of  mind.  In  fhort, 
the  whole  tenor  and  ftrain  of  fafhionable  converfatioh  is 
often  little  elfe  than  a  ftrorig  illufion  put  upon  the  mind, 
to  pervert  the  diftates  of  reafon,  and  evade  the  reproofs  of 
confciencek  How  dangerous  fuch  intercourfc  to  young 
unwary  minds,  who  are  often  deeply  penetrated  With  the 
poifon,  before  they  fo  much  as  fufpeft  the  defign  of  its  b«. 
ing  adminiftered  ?  It  requires  no  common  degree  of  for- 
titude and  refolution,  as  well  as  no  fmall  meafure  of  fpiri- 
tual  wifdom,  to  refill  the  importunity  of  finners^  and  un- 
ravel the  fubtilty  with  which  they  lie  in  Wait  to  deceive* 

3.  Vice  is  ufually  baited  with  pleafure,  of  which  young 
perfons  are  peculiarly  fenfible  :  their  aflfeftions  of  every 
kind  are  iri  the  mod  lively  and  vigorous  ltate.  One  of 
the  firft  and  mod  important  leflbns,  which  parents  and 
guardians  muft  teach  them,  is  moderation  and  reftraint; 
whereas  the  immediate  effedt  of  afibciating  with  the  pro- 
fane, is  not  only  to  flrengthen  their  paffions  by  indulgence, 
but  to  inllrudt  them  haw  to  plead  in  their  4*fancc;  and 
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above  all,  to  infpirethem  with  an  abhorrence  of  confine* 
ment  and  rule*  From  thefe  unhappy  attachments,  theft 
jnofl  pernicious  friendfhips  it  is,  that  intlrutlion,  however 
excellent,  is  unwillingly  liflened  to;  and  the  moll  wife 
and  gentle  government  is  eHeemed  harfh  and  fevere.  It 
has  been  fometimes  obferved,  that  per  Ions  flri£tly  and  pi- 
oufly  educated,  when  they  have  come  into  the  w  orld,  have 
run  headlong  into  the  moil  vicious  and  abandoned  courfe 
of  life.  This  has  been  commonly  aferibed  to  the  rigor 
of  their  former  confinement,  and  an  advice  grafted  upon 
it,  that  parents  fhoutd  be  lefs  fevere  to  their  children,  left 
they  lhould  more  than  compenfote  this  early  reilraint*  by 
the  liberties  which  they  aftenvards  afTume*  But  though  I 
willingly  admit,  that  every  parent  fliould  temper  his  au- 
thority with  gentlenefs  and  love ;  yet  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing theeffeft,  jufl  now  mentioned,  is  aferibed  to  its  proper 
caufe  ;  it  is  not  owing  fo  much  to  the  rrgor  of  parental  au- 
thority, as  to  young  perfons  getting  into  the  fociety  of 
men  without  principle,  and  there  fecretly  imbibing  thefe 
.vicious  defires,  which  afterwards  they  rejoice  in  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  to  the  full.  However  drift  and  fevere 
.any  perfon's  education  may  b<^  if  he  comes  to  maturity  of 
age,  before  he  contrails  an  intimacy  with  thofe  who  jufti- 
fy  the  commiflion  of  fin,  confeience  will  have  acquired  fo 
great  authority,  that  all  felicitation  to  grofs  wicktdnefs 
will  be  received  with  abhorrence.  This  opinion  is  fup- 
ported  by  a  fadl,  which  I  imagine  I  have  obferved,  that  the 
children  of  pious  parents,  who  are  betrayed  into  vicious 
courfes,  are  almoft  always  fuch  as  have  been  moll  early  re- 
moved from  their  immediate  infpedtion. 

4.  The  clanger  of  corrupt  fociety  to  young  perfons  ap- 
pears, from  their  being  expofed  to  ridicule  and  fcorn, 
which  is  of  all  other  trials  hardeft  for  them  to  bear.  I  fhall 
have  occafion,  on  the  third  general  head,  to  fpeak  more 
fully  on  this  fubjett  ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  certain, 
that  afenfe  of  fhame  is  itrong  in  young  perfons  in  gene- 
ral, and  that  ridicule-  is  the  ufual  weapon  by  which  adepts 
in  vice  affault  the  caufe  of  truth  and  piety  ;  by  which  in- 
deed they  commonly  endeavor  to  deflroy  all  regard  to 
decency  and  order.     It  is  lamentable  to  think  how  often 
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peifons  of  excellent  capacity  and  admirabre  difpofitioiur, 
nave  been  led  aftray  by  the  abufe  of  this  moft  amiable 
quality,  a  fenfe  of  fhame. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  we  need  not  be  furprifed 
.  at  the  frequent  and  ftrong  cautions  given  in  the  word  of 
God,  upon  this  fubjeft:  Prov.  xiii.  20.  "  He  that  walketh 
*4  with  wife  men  fhall  be  wife  :  but  a  companion  of  fools 
"  fhall  be  deftroyed.''— Chap,  xxyiii.  7.  «  Whofokeep. 
4i  eth  the  law,  is  a  wife  fon ;  but  he  that  is  a  companion 
"  of  riotous  men,  fhameth  his  father.*'  But  there  is  no- 
thing more  moving  than  that  earned  and  pathetic  exhor- 
tation ;  Chap.  iv.  14,  15.  "  Enter  not  into  the  path  of 
"  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the  way  of  evil  men;  avoid 
u  it ;  pafs  not  by  it :  turn  from  it  and  pafs  away."  The 
wife  man's  infilling  upon  his  important  counfel,  and  the 
reiteration  of  the  expreffions,  ferve  to  convey  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  a  fenfe  of  the  certain  ruin  of  thofe  who 
negleft  to  obferve  it. 

II.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  confider  the  hardening  na- 
ture of  fin,  which  leads  from  "  walking  in  the  counfel  of 
■ "  the  ungodly,  to  Handing  in  the  way  of  finners."  Upon 
this,  as  on  the  former  particular,  I  may  obferve,  it  is  a 
known  and  beaten  fubjeft,  on  which  it  is  eafy  to  fay  things 
ftrong,  but  difiicult  to  fay  any  thing  new.  There  afe 
feveral  juft  remarks  upon  it,  or  (hiking  fimilitudes,  which 
have  been  handed  down  from  the  earl ieft  ages ;  and  were 
probably  the  firft  fruits  of  human  experience.  The  little 
that  I  am  at  prefent  to  repeat  or  add,  (hall  be  divided  into 
two  parts :  1.  The  gradual  and  infenfible  progrefs  of  fin, 
which  leads  the  finner  on  from  one  ftep  to  another,  till  he 
13  irrecoverably  loft.  2.  The  ftrength  and  power  of  in- 
.veterate  habit. 

1.  The  infenfible  progrefs  of  fin.  It  is  wonderful  by 
what  artful  methods,  what  plaufible  pretences,  and'  what 
flow  degrees,  fin  makes  its  firft  approaches.  Let  fomeof 
thofe  perfons  who  are  now  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  duty,  or  of 
fhame,  refledl,  if  poffible,  with  what  horror  they  would 
once  have  thought  of  the  pra&ices,  which  at  prefent  they 
are  not  able  to  forfake.  Every  fin,  how  fmali  foever, 
ppens  a  pa(fag$  for  the  admiffion  of  multitudes  of  others  j 
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breaks  the  re ftraint  of  conference  ;  habituates  and  embol- 
dens the  Tinner*     The  ancients  were  wont  to  (ay,  That 
the  way  of  fin  is  down-hill  ;  every  fiep  a  man  takes  oo 
this  declivity,  accelerates  his  motion,  fo  that  it  becomes 
iuore  and  more  difficult,  and  at  laft  impoflible,  to  flop  hi? 
courfe.     This  is  what  the  apoftle  Paul  had  \n  his  view, 
when  he  gave   thi?  excellent  precept  to  the  ChriRiait 
Hebrews;  Heb.  in*  13*  "  But  exhort  one  another  daily, 
"  while  it  is  called   to  day,  left  any  of  you  be  hardened 
"  through  the  deceilfulnefs  of  fttUt    We  may  fay  of  fin,  in 
general,  what  Solomon  fays  of  ft  rife  ;    u  The  beginning 
*l  of  it  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water.- '     If  you  watch 
again  ft  the  beginning  of  fin*  you  may  hope  to  prevail ; 
but  if  you  once  grant  it  indulgence,  it  will  ellabliih  and 
increafe  its  own  power.     To  attempt  then  to  flop  its  pro- 
Ere  Is,    is  like  endeavoring  to  gather  together  a  flood  of 
water,  after  you  have,  with  your  own  hands,  opened  the 
fluiccs  which  have  can  fed  it  to  overflow, 

2.  To  the  infenfible  progrefs  of  fin,  add  the  ftrength 
and  power  of  inveterate  habit.  This  is  reprefented  to  us 
in  the  ftrongeil  terms  in  fcripture,  where  the  changing  of 
an  inveterate  habit  is  compared  to  a  natural  impoflibility  : 
Jer.  xiii.  23.  "Can  the  Ethiopian  change  hislkin,  or  the 
4i  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do  good,  that  are 
"  acculiomed  to  do  evil." 

As  we  may  receive  many  ufeful  moral  leflbns  from  the 
vifible  creation  and  the  coprfe  of  nature ;  fo  this  in  par- 
ticular, of  the  force  of  habit,  is,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  written 
in  the  mod  legible  characters,  and  repeated  in  every  page 
of  both.  A  ftone,  which  has  long  continued  in  one  place, 
makes  itfelf  a  bed,  and  is  with  great  difficulty  removed  :  a 
plant  or  tree  that  has  long  been  confined  to  one  pofition, 
or  made  to  grow  in  a  particular  fhape,  will  feldom  ever 
receive  any  other.  This  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  cur  own 
bodily  frame.  Particular  poftures  or  motions  to  which  we 
have  been  early  habituated,  can  fcarcHy  be  altered  by  the 
utmoft  attention,  and  the  (Irongeft  inclination  of  the  will : 
the  obftinacy  is  ft  ill  greater  in  all  habits  where  defire  and 
affedtion  have  place.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  every  day,  the  vio- 
lent attachment  men  have  to  employments  and  pleafures, 
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however  trifling  in  themfelves,  to  which  tHey  have  been 
long  accuftomed.  But  it  is  greateft  of  all  in  finful  habity 
becaufe  in  them  the  force  of  cuftom  is  added  to  the  original 
itrengthr  of  natural  corruption. 

Both  the  above  particulars  may  be  illuftrated,  by  obi 

ferving,  how  much  habit  and  example  together  operate  td 

the  improvement  and  perfection  of  guilt,  in  large  and  po*. 

pulous  cities.     There  we  may  often  find  fo  afioniihing  a 

degree  of  wickednefs  of  every  fort,  as  it  is  mortifying  to 

think  that  human  nature  fliould  be  capable  of:  there  we 

may  find  perfons  who  will  perpetrate  calmly  and  fedately; 

what  would  furprize  a  lefs  knowing  (inner  fo  much  as  to 

"hear  of.     And  what  pity  is  it,  that  there  fhould  be  found 

fome,  who,  during  their  occafional  refidence  in  places  djf 

great  refort,  lay  down  their  innocence,  inftead  of  theit 

Tufticity?  and  bring  home  no  other  accom  pi Hhment  but 

an  infolence  and  boldnefs  of  countenance  in  the  commit 

fion  of  fin  ?     That  inftrutted  in  the  principles,  as  well^ai 

habituated  to  the  practice  of  impiety,  they  are  not  content 

y/xth  doing  evil,  but  difcover  an  incredible  induftry  anfl 

afliduity  in  deceiving  and  feducing  others  ?     And  fliall  I 

not  add,  what  pity  is  it,  that  fome,    inftead  of  improving 

and  adorning  their  minds  by  application  to  (tudy,  or 

iloring  them  with  ufeful  knowledge,  do  more  than  Tofe 

their  time,  by  drinking  in  the  poifon  of  infidel  writings  ? 

Inftead  of  fitting  themfelves  todifcharge  the  duties  of  pufc. 

lie  or  private  life,  with  propriety  and  dignity,  they  only 

acquire  the  unhappy  talent  of  fetting  their  minds  at  eafe 

in  the  commiflion  of  fin,  and  make  large  additions  to  theft 

own  natural  depravity  of  heart. 

III.  Let  us  confider  the  finifhing  ftage  of  wickednefs, 
the  mod  criminal  and  the  mod  pernicious  character,  viz. 
that  of  the  fcornful,  who  are  bold  enough  to  treat  things 
ferious  and.  facred,  with  derifion. 

This  part  of  the  fubjeft,  my  brethren,  merits  your  par- 
ticular attention,  and  naturally  divides  itfelf  into  thefetwd 
branches:  Firft,  The  fin  and  danger  of  it  to  the  perfont 
who  are  guilty  of  it.  Secondly,  The  unhappy  influence 
it  hath  in  polluting  others. 
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i .  Tlie  fin  and  danger  of  it  to  the  guilty  perfon*. 
Whoever  will  eonfider  the  ftate  of  mind  from  which  fuch 
derifion  mud  flow,  will  immediately  perceive  that  it  im- 
plies the  highcil  degree  of  profanenefs  and  impiety.  It  is 
luch  an  audacious  attack  upon  the  majefty  of  the  living 
God,  as  m uft  ftrike  every  thinking  pedbn  with  aftonift- 
meat  and  horror.  One  of  tbe  firfl  principles  of  alt  reli- 
gion is  reverence  for  the  Deity,  and  for  every  thing  that 
haih  a  viftble  relation  to  him.  This  we  find  written  upon 
the  confeience,  in  general,  even  of  the  mod  blinded  hea- 
thens. The  common  and  trivial  ufeofthe  name  of  God 
is  prohibited  under  the  fevered  fan&ionsin  the  oracles  of 
truth.  We  find  alfo  fome  inftances  there,  of  mere  irre- 
verence being  puntlhed  in  a  very  terrible  manner,  The 
angelic  hods,  though  perfeflly  pure  and  holy,  are  yet  re- 
presented as  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fen fe  of  the  extreme 
dii  proportion  between  uncreated  excellence,  and  created 
weaknefs,  and  filled  with  the  higheft  veneration  of  him 
who  only  is  holy  :  Ifaiah  vi.  i,  2,  3.  u  In  the  year  that 
"  king  Uzziah  died,  I  law  alfo  the  Lord  fitting  upon  a 
41  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple. 
"  Above  it  itood  the  feraphims  :  each  one  had  fix  wings, 
ct  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with  twain  he  co- 
"  vered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one 
4t  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the 
4i  Lord  of  hofls,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory."  It 
may  feem  unneceffary  or  improper  to  add,  and  yet  it  gives 
me  pleafure  that  I  can  do  it  with  truth,  the  fame  thing 
has  evidently  diflinguilhed  fome  of  the  bed  and  greateft 
men  on  earth.  We  are  well  informed,  that  fome  of  the 
greatelt  inquirers  into  nature,  as  they  grew  in  years,  and 
increafed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  works  of  God,  did  alfo 
vifibly  grow  in  an  awe  and  reverence  of  their  almighty- 
Maker.  Of  one  in  particular,  it  is  faid,  that  he  never 
mentioned  the  name  of  God  without  a  fenfible  paufe  in  I113 
difcourle.  After  this,  what  can  we  think  of  any  poor 
creature,  whole  breath  is  in  his  nollrils,  being  guilty  of 
/contempt  and  fcorn  of  the  name,  attributes,  wprks  or 
Wprfliip  of  God ! 
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,  Thetfeisa  remarkable  difference  between  fins  of  thii 
kind  and  many  other  iina  which  are,  notwithftanding,  ve- 
ry heinous  and  aggravated  in  the  fight  of  Cod.  Into  ma- 
ny other  fins  of  a  very  grofs  nature,  a  man  may  be  hurti* 
ed  by  the  violence  of  paffion,  or  betrayed  by  the  fudden- 
nefs  of  temptation  ;  but,  if  I  miflake  not,  fcorn  of  things 
facred  mutt  always  be  a  deliberate  crime  :  the  fin  can- 
not be  committed  without  a  good  deal  of  compofure  and 
prefence  of  mind  :  reafon  is  not  over-borne,  as  in  other 
cafes,  by  appetite ;  but  reafon  itfelf  (if  the  perverted 
gift  of  God  in  fuch  perfons  may  be  called  fo)  is  princU 
pal  in  the  guilt,  A  fcorner  is  never  tempted,  properly 
fpeaking,  but  by  thefe  adts  and  exercifes  of  religion, 
which  fhould  excite  the  veneration  of  all,  and  do  excite 
the  veneration  of  many,  not  excepting  fome  of  the  moft 
profligate. 

Contempt  of  things  facred  is  an  entire  victory  over 
confcience.  In  many  cafes  men  fin  with  fome  reluctance : 
it  is  not  fo  much  their  choice,  as  they  are  over-borne  by 
the  ftrength  of  corruption,  and  vitiate  the  peace  of  their 
minds,  to  gratify  the  demands  of  lull :  hence  remorfe  of- 
ten fucceeds  the  indulgence  ;  and  though  real  reformation 
does  not  take  place,  yet  it  lays  the  finner  under  frequent 
and  confiderable  reftraints.  But  in  treating  things  facred 
with  fcorn,  the  mind  is  wholly  at  eafe  ;  and  finds  its  plea- 
fure  in  the  very  impiety  itfelf.  The  truth  is,  fo  entire  is 
the  viftory  over  confcience,  that  nothing  but  fettled  athe* 
ifm  and  infidelity  can  be  guilty  of  it,  according  to  that  juft 
expreflion  of  the  pfalmift,  Pfalm  x.  13.  "  Wherefore  doth 
"  the  wicked  contemn  God  ?  He  hath  faid  in  his  heart; 
"  thou  wilt  not  require  it." 

It  is  alfo  an  entire  viftory  over  ftiame:  this  is  com- 
monly the  laft  reftraint  that  finners  overthrow'.  Many 
are  confined  and  kept  in  awe  by  the  fear  of  man,  long  af- 
ter they  have  call  off  the  fear  of  God.  From  the  ftiame- 
fulnefs  of  fin,  religion  preferves  fome  degree  of  credit, 
even  where  a  great  plurality  is  in  the  oppofite  intereft. 
For  this  reafon  the  prophet  Jeremiah  mentions  it  as  a  great 
aggravation  of  the  fins  of  his  countrymen,  that  they  were 
lull  to  all  fenfe  of  flume  t  Jen.  vi.  15.    "  Were  they 
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41  afhamed  when  they  had  committed  abomination  ?  nay, 
M  they  were  not  at  all  a  foamed,  neither  could  they  blufli » 
"  therefore  rhey  (ball  fall  among  them  that  fall :  at  the 
"  time  that  1  villi  them,  they  (hall  be  call  down,  lakh  the 
11  Lord,"  Ku^is  it  not  evident,  that  (corners  are  dtfiitutc 
otihatne?  They  have,  indeed,  not  only  exiin|;riflicit  it 
in  themfelvts,  but  the  manifeftdefign  of  their  convcrfa- 
lion  is  to  dellroy  it  in  the  minds  of  others* 

I  need  add  nothing  further  to  fhew  the  guilt  and  dan- 
ger of  perfcus  of  this  character,  but  putting  you  in  mind 
of  the  rank  which  it  holds  in  fcvcral  catalogues  of  crying 
fins  in  the  holy  fcriptum,  and  the  awful  judgments  or 
God  which  are  denounced  again  R  it.  The  prophet  Ese- 
kiel,  in  enumerating  the  fins  of  Jerufatem,  among  rnarty 
enormities,  hath  this ;  Ezek.  &xii.  8.  u  Thou  ha*t  defpi- 
**  fed  mine  holy  things,  and  profaned  my  Sabbaths." 
And  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  Ifa.  xxviiu  14,  n,  12*  **  NWt 
**  therefore,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  fcornful  men 
"  that  rule  this  people  which  is  in  Jerufaleni. — For  the 
"  Lord  fliall  rife  up  as  in  mount  Perazim,  he  lhall  be 
u  wroth  as  in  the  valley  of  Gibeon,  that  he  may  do  his 
■J  work,  his  ftrange  work  j  and  bring  to  pafi  his  aft,  his 
**  ftrange  act.  Now,  therefore,  be  not  mockers,  left  your 
11  bands  be  made  ftrong  :  for,  I  have  heard  from  the  Lord 
"  God  of  hofls,  a  confumption  even  determined  upon  the 
4t  whole  earth/'  See  alfo  the  Hate  of  things  in  Jerufalem, 
immediately  before  the  Babylonifli  captivity  :  2  Chrom 
xxxvi.  16.  "  But  they  mocked  the  meffengers  of  God, 
4k  and  defpifed  his  words,  and  mifufed  his  prophets,  un- 
•*  til  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  arofe  againli  his  people,  tiH 
"  there  was  no  remedy." 

2.  How  unhappy  is  the  influence  of  this  chara&er  upon 
others  !  As  it  is  highly  criminal,  it  is  pernicious  in  the 
fame  proportion,  Confulered  only  as  an  example,  it  mult 
have  dangerous  cffcdls  :  many  fins'  fliun  the  light;  and 
are,  by  thofe  that  commit  them,  concealed  with  the  ut* 
moll  care.  When  that  is  the  cafe,  whatever  they  may 
be  to  the  guilty  perfon,  they  are  far  from  being  fo  danger- 
ous to  the  public,  as  thofe  crimes  that  are  not  only  often 
vifibie,  but  done  on  purpof?  10  be- feci*.    Now  fepffenrat 
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tilings  focfed  mud  always  be  an  example,  ^s  the  crimp 
cannot  be  committed  alone  ;  and,  indeed,  they  often  af- 
pire  at  a  kind  of  character  for  defpifing  religion,  ai}d  would 
be  greatly  mortified,  Were  their  accomplilhments  of  thii 
kind,  hidden  from  the  world. 

Neitheir  is  it  merely  a  common  example  :  fcoffers  are 
not  only  barely  finners ;  they  are  advocates  for  fin  :  it  is 
their  conllant  ftudy  to  break  the  reftraints  of  conscience, 
and  weaken  every  moral  obligation  in  others,  .as  well  as 
in  themfelves.  This  too  they  endeavor  to  effeft  in  the 
mod  agreeable  manner:  contempt  of  religion  makes  a 
part  of  their  focial  mirth;  and  thefe  two  things  are  foon 
looked  upon  by  the  unwary  youth  as  fo  infeparable,  that 
the  one  is  quite  taftelefs  and  infipid*  unlefs  it  is  feafonecf 
by  the  other.  t    . 

It  deferves  particular  confideration  oh  thisfubjeft,  that 
fcofiing  at  things  facred  is  apt  to  give  natural  modefty, 
and  the  fenfe  of  fhame  in  young  perfons,  a  wrong  and 
contrary  turn.  Modefty  is  the  ftrongeft  natural  fence 
to  virtue.  We  find  notwithftanding,  very  frequently; 
that  perfons  of  great  natural  modefty  have  not  courage 
fufficient  to  profefs  or  pra&ife  what  corifcierice  dictate* 
to  be  their  duty.  How  unhappy  is  it  when  fo  excel- 
lent a  prefervative  from  vice  is  thus  quite  perverted, 
and  has  an  oppofite  effedt !  All  hiftory  is  full  of  the  pow- 
erful  effedts  of  a  fenfe  of  fhame,  both  in  doing  good  and 
evil.  It  breaks  the  ftrongeft  of  all  natural  attachments  2 
it  is  not  to  be  overcome  by  the  fevered  laws,  though  for-' 
tiiied  with  the  mod  terrible  fandtions.  Now,  as  it  needs 
no  proof,  that  fcofiing  at  facred  things  tends  to  pervert 
the  fenfe  of  fhame,  it  mull  have  the  greateft  and  mbft 
immediate  effe£t  in  bringing  on  a  general  di Solution  of 
manners. 

The  malignant  influence  of  profane  fcorn  is  not  confi- 
ned to  young  perfons,  there  being  very,  few  of  any  cha- 
racter who  are  not  hurt  by  it  in  a  molt  fenfible  manner. 
Would  you  be  convinced  of  this  i  How  rarely  do  we  find 
any  poffefled  of  a  determined  courage  and  refolution  in  op- 
pofing  fafiiionable  crimes  !  How  unwilling  are  the  beft  to 
iuftcT  fhame  for  adhering  to  their  duty  !  What  a  variety 
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of  efforts  will  be  made  to  efcape  it !  Contempt  is  difagree- 
able  at  any  rate ;  and  it  is  intolerable  to  pride,  fame  re- 
mains of  which,  capable  of  being  irritated,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  very  belt  men  on  earth.  For  thisreafon,  the  moll 
eftablifbed  Chriftians  do  carefully  fhun  all  unneceffary  fo- 
ciety  with  wicked  men,  knowing  how  difficult  it  is  to 
avoid  fin  in  one  fhape  or  other.  If  fuch  is  the  cafe  with 
the  bed,  how  dangerous  mufl  the  fociety  of  fcomers  be  to 
all  who  are  able  to  bear  them ;  but  efpecially  to  thofe  who 
f*  havepleafure  in  them  !" 

It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  obfexve,  that  one  great 
reafon  why  fcorn  aud  ridicule  is  fo  hurtful  to  religion* 
is,  that  it  attacks  things  facred  through  the  medium  of 
human  weaknefs.  True  piety  and  virtue  is  in  idclf  fo 
venerable  an  objeft,  that  it  is  not  poflible  to  render  it  ri- 
diculous, but  by  mifreprefentation  :  however,  as  it  is  al- 
ways, in  this  world,  attended  with  human  infirmity*  this 
affords  a  handle  to  pTofane  pcrfnns  to  lond  it  with  re- 
proach. Their  fuccefs  in  this  unhappy  defign,  is  no  great- 
er than  may  naturally  be  expefted  ;  few  are  able  to  dil- 
linguifh  between  a  perfon  andhiscaufe,  nor  indeed,  is  it 
J>oflible  to  attack  the  one  without  wounding  the  other. 
It  evidently  appears,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  treat  religi- 
6us  per fons  in  general,  or  the  expreffions,  forms  and 
rites,  commonly  appropriated  to  religious  worfhip,  with 
fcorn  ;  and  not,  at  the  fame  time,  bring  religion  itfelf  in- 
to contempt. 

I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  plead  for  approbation,  or  even 
indulgence,  to  any  indecency,  by  which  folly  or  vanity 
may  abufe  or  difgracc  the  worfhip  of  God  :  far  from  it. 
I  think  every  thing  of  that  kind  ought  to  be  reproved  with 
feverity,  and  oppofed  with  refolution  :  but  I  contend,  that 
it  is  infinitely  more  proper  to  treat  it  with  abhorrence  and 
deteflation,  than  with  fcorn.  V/hoever  will  give  himfelf 
this  liberty,'  may  eafily  find  an*  opportunity,  from  the 
weaknefs  infeparable  from  humanity,  to  throw  off  that  re- 
verence for  God  and  his  fervice,  which  it  ought  to  l>e  his 
chief  folicitude  to  preferve  and  improve.  There  are  ma- 
ny whole  vifible  weaknefs  is  to  be  lamented  ;  and,  per- 
haps, there  is  no  human  character  at  all  fo  perfe£lly  decent 
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in  every  refpeft,  but,  by  imitation  and  a  little  aggrava* 
tion,  it  may  be  rendered  ridiculous. 

Let  it  alfo  be  confidered,  that  it  requires  far  lefs  compre- 
hend on  of  mind  to  expofe  the  felly  and  weaknefs  of 
others,  or  even  to  invent  plaufible  falfehoods,  and  mifre. 
prefent  them,  than  to  reafon  with  judnefs  and  propriety 
on  the  mod  common  fubjetts  :  A  very  fmali  degree  ot 
ability  is  fufficient  to  accompliih  a  fcoffer,  who  is  not  re* 
ftrained  by  any  fenfe  of  duty.  Nor  is  this  to  be  won- 
dered at ;  for  there  is  always  a  fufficient  number  to  whofe 
understandings  the  moft  vile  and. miferable  performance 
is  perfe&ly  adapted. 

In  fupport  of  all  this,  I  could  adduce  many  examples, 
abundantly  known  and  familiar :  but,  for  certain  reaibns* 
I  fhall  only  mention  a  very  celebrated  indance  from  ami* 
quity.  Socrates  was  certainly  the  wifeft  and  the  bed  man 
of  all  the  heathens,  whofe  chara&ers  have  been  tranfmiu  ' 
ted  to  us.  His  behavior  was  fuch,  as  not  only  deferved| 
but  feemed  fit  tewcommand  the  efteem  and  veneration  of 
all  who  knew  him  :  yet  was  this  worthy  nun  fuccefsfully 
turned  into  ridicule,  by  a  perfon,  whofe  writings,  which 
have  come  down  to  us,  are  to  the  lad  degree  mean  and 
contemptible.  Nor  was  the  efleft  merely  tranfient ;  for 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  this  contempt  paved  the  way  for 
the  hatred  which  his  energies  foon  raifed  againd  him,  and 
which  brought  him  to  his  death. 

I  proceed  now,  in  the  lad  place,  to  make  fome  improve* 
men:  of  what  has  been  faid  :  and  I  think  I  can  difcover 
in  the  afpe£t  of  the  audience,  that  you  already  fuppofe  I 
have  been  led  to  the  choice  of  this  fubje&,  by  the  late 
atrocious  and  flagrant  offence,  committed  in  the  near 
Neighborhood  of  where  I  now  dand ;  and  which  hath  af- 
filed every  thinking  and  well-difpofed  perfon  in  th# 
place,  with  a  mixture  of  indignation  and  concern.  That 
this  is  indeed  the  cafe,  I  have  no  intention  either  to  deny 
or  conceal.  Many,  I  know,  are  of  opinion,  that  fidelity 
to  my  charge  calls  lor  fometbing  of  this  nature  on  the  pre* 
fent  occafion ;  if  to  others  the  particular  difcuflion  and 
application  of  thi$  fubjeSt  ibQulcJ  neecj.  any  apology,  thprs 
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are  two  things^  for  which  \  hope  to  have  the  tefttraony  of 
all  my  ordinary  hearers,  i.  That  I  have  never  omitted 
to  mention  with  all  freedom  and  plainnefs,  the  fins  and 
tWies  of  every  rank  and  clafs  of  men,  as  the  fubjefl  led 
to  it,  or  the  occafion  feeroed  to  require  it.  2.  That  in 
(Joiner  this,  I  have  generally  avoided  bringing  in  particular 
accidents  that  have  fallen  out  in  the  place ;  being  much 
of  opinion*  that  the  lefs  perfonal  any  thing  of  that  nature 
is,  it  is  the  more  likely  to  hs  ufefuh  But  though  I  conti- 
nue in  the  fame  opinion  in  general >  there  are  fomc  things 
fo  flagrant  and  atrocious  in  their  nature,  fo  dangerous 
and  hurtful  in  their  effefts,  that  bare  filenee  concerning 
them  would  c^irry  in  it  an  imputation  of  unfaithfulnefs 
or  partiality  in  a  minifter  of  ClirifL  And  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  the  fcandal  leems  loudly  to  call  for  fome  public 
notice  of  it,  fo  it  is  impoffible  to  make  the  perfons  more 
known  than  they  are  already  by  their  own  folly.  If  it 
could  make  them  any  more  afliamed,  it  would  be  an  un- 
speakable benefit  both  to  the  public  and  tHemfelves. 

With  a  view  therefore  to  the  fcandal  juft  now  hinted  at, 
fuffer  me  to  apply  the  truths  above  illullrated,  by  giving 
you  fome  advice  and  direction,  under  the  three  following 
characters,  one  or  more  of  which  will  include  every  per- 
fon  who  now  hears  me. 

1.  To  thofe  who  are  young  -  in  that  lovely,  precious, 
dangerous  feafon  of  life  ;  of  all  others  the  fitted  for  learn- 
ing what  is  good,  and  unhappily  prone  to  learn  or  imi- 
tate what  is  evil.  My  dear  children,  this  is  not  the  fii  (1 
of  many  times  I  have  addrefied  inlirucTion  particularly  to 
you,  and  I  pray  that  God  may  open  your  hearts  to  receive 
it.  Let  me  befeech  you,  firli  "of  all,  to  learn  this  impor- 
tant lefibn,  todillrult  yourlelves  :  be  ieniible  of  your  inex- 
perience, and  be  perfuaded  of  your  clanger  from  the  ad- 
monitions of  others.  The  greatell  evidence  you  can  give 
of  real  knowledge,  is  to  be  fcniible  of  your  ignorance; 
and  of  true  wildom,  to  be  willing  to  learn:  the  folicitude 
and  concern  of  your  parents  or  other  relations,  to  prelervc 
you  from  the  deitrudtive  paths  of  vice,  is  from  their  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  what  you  are  now  unwilling  to  believe. 
Above  all  things,  fhun,  as  the  peli'dence,  the  fociety  of 
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profane  (corners.  Loft  to  all  fenfe  of  piety,  feared  in  their 
conferences,  and  enflaved  to  their  lufts,  they  will  do  all  in 
their  power  to  deftroy  a  rifing  fenfe  of  religion  in  your 
minds :  "  While  they  promife  you  liberty,  they  them- 
fclves  are  the  fervants  of  corruption."  Think  upon  eter- 
nity approaching  :  no  man  can  forefee  or  foretell  to  you 
now,  whether  your  time  on  earth  fliall  be  long  or  fhort ; 
whether  you  fhall  Have  much  profperity,  or  many  trials 
in  the  prefent  world  ;  but  as  the  bleffingof  God  is  the  beft 
ingredient  in  all  temporal  mercies,  fo  being  at  peace  with 
him  is  the  beft  fupport  under  fuffering,  and  the  only  pre- 
paration for  death.  : 

But  as  all  the  delufive  arguments  in  favor  of  fin  arc 
drawn  from  this  prefent  life,  fufter  me  to  plead  the  caufe 
of  piety  and  truth  in  this  refpeft.  Be  affured  that  true  re- 
ligion is  the  way  to  health,  peace,  opulence  and  public 
efteem.  Hear  the  wifeft  of  mere  men:  Prov.  iii.  16,  17* 
4>  Length  of  days  is  in  WifdonrTs  right  hand,  and  in  her 
••  left  hand  riches  and  honor.  Her  ways  are  ways  of  plea- 
"  fantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  Do  not  look 
only  on  thofe  libertines  who  are  in  the  beginning  or  mid- 
dle of  their  courfe,  whofe  fpirits  are  lively,  and  their  vi- 
gor yet  unimpaired :  look  on  the  few  older  pra&itioners. 
Thefe  were  the  good  fellows  and  focial  fpirits  of  a  former 
period  :  their  companions  were  cut  off  in  the  middle  of 
their  days,  and  they  remain  as  beacons  for  your  inftruc- 
tion  and  warning.  Do  you  fee  them  fullen  in  their  de- 
portment, mean  in  their  attire,  and  defpifed  by  the  world 
itfclf;  their  faces  bloated  with  intemperance,  and  their 
miferable  offspring  pale  with  hunger,  or  crippled  by  neg- 
lect ?  thefe  are  the  terrible  fruits  of  midnight  rioting* 
They  were  once  as  merry  in  their  cups,  as  ready  with 
their  jefls,  and  as  great  defpifers  of  Sabbaths,  and  fermons, 
of  whining  and  praying,  as  any  of  their  more  fprightly  fuc- 
geflbrs,  who  are  in  the  high  road  to  the  fame  defpicable  end^ 

My  dear  friends,"  when  you  perceive  any  one  ftirring 
up  your  averfion  to  parental  authority,  and  teaching  you 
to  defpife  the  troublefome  admonitions  of  minifters  and 
mothers,  know  that  he  is  enticing  you  to  the  ruin  of  foul, 
body  and  eftate.     Hear  again  the  wife  man,  or  rather  the 
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Spirit  of  Go-1  fpcaking  by  him:    Pro\*.  xxiii.  19,  &c. 

**  Hear  ihen,  my  ftfn,  and  be  wife,  and  guide  thine  heart  in 
u  the  way  s  be  not  amongft;  wine  bibber  sv  amonglt  riot- 
"  ous  eaters  of  tlJlh  ;  for*  the  drunkard  and  the  glutton 
lv  (halt  come  to  poverty,  and  drovvfmefs  (hall  clothe  a  man 
tL  with  rags*  Hearken  unto  thy  father  that  begat  thee,  and 
**  deipifa  not  thy  mother  when  (he  is  old,1'  Prov,  xsx. 
17.  u  The  eje  that  mocketh  at*4*i.s  father,  and  defpifelh 
*  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  fliall  pick  it 
■*  out,  and  the  young  eagles  Ihall  eat  it." 

Do  you  indeed  think,  that  any  of  your  loofe  compa- 
nions, wich  all  their  profeflions  of  friend  flu  p  and  attach- 
ment, have  the  fame  concern  for  your  true  interefl  that 
a  parent  has  ;  or  the  fame  judgment  to  difcern  it  ?  You 
may  efleem  it  as  a  favor  when  you  are  affifted  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  your  pleafures,  and  your  irregular  courfes 
are  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  your  relations;  but 
it  is  in  truth  the  greateft  injury  that  can  poffibly  be  done 
you  :  it  is  often  diilrefling  to  thofe  of  riper  years  and  more 
experience,  to  obferve  how  difficult  it  is  to  perfuade  young 
perfons  of  eafy  tempers  and  warm  affections,  of  the  dan- 
ger of  aflbciating  with  profligates.  We  reckon  it  hard 
that  you  will  not  believe  that  they  are  worthlefs,  upon 
our  teltimony  ;  but  mud  learn  it  from  your  own  fatal  ex- 
perience. Believe  it,  there  is  no  true  friendfliip  but  what 
is  founded  on  the  principles  of  piety  and  virtue :  and  if 
you  confide  in  thofe  of  a  different  character,  you  will 
fooner  or  later  be  rewarded  with  treachery  and  fallehood  : 
and  indeed,  the  fooner  the  better;  for  their  friendfhip  is 
infinite!}'  more  hurtful  than  any  effects  of  their  difplcafure. 
Again  therefore,  let  me  befcech  the  younger  part  of  my 
audience,  who  have  not  yet  themfelves  thrown  off  all  re- 
gard to  decency,  to  give  up  all  friendfhip  with,  and  avoid 
the  fociety,  of  thole  who  have.  It  is  wfually  a  hard  facri- 
fice,  I  confefs  ;  but  neceffary  to  your  prefervation  fronj 
the  mo(t  deltruclive  courfes.  What  fignifies  the  fcorn 
or  refentment  of  a  few  hardened  wretches,  compared  to 
the  peace  of  your  own  minds,  the  heart-felt  pleafure  you 
vviil  give  to  every  real  friend,  your  comfort  and  happinefs 
in  this  life,  and  the  well  grounded  hope  of  a  blelied  im- 
mortality : 
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i.  Let  me  fliortly  addrefs  myfelf  to  parents,  or  others 
who  are  intruded  with  the  education  of  youth.  And,  oh 
that  I  could  make  you  fenfible  of  the  importance  and  diffi- 
culty of  your  charge!  There  are  many  directions,  which 
might  be  given  you  with  refpeCt  to  education  in  general ; 
but  I  choofe  to  confine  my  thoughts  at  prefent  to  what  13 
fuggefted  by  the  occafion  and  fubjeCt  of  this  difcourfe. 
Let  it  therefore  be  your  care*  to  preferve  your  children, 
as  much  as  poflible,  from  the  company  and  converfatioa 
of  profane  perfons,  efpecially  thdfc  who  are  tainted  with 
infidelity :  and  who,  as  its  naturaTconfequence,  treat  the 
exercifes  of  piety  with  contempt  and  fcorn.  To  fuffer 
this,  when  you  can  hinder  it,  is  treating  their  fouls  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  you  would  do  their  bodies,  if  you  placed  ^ 
dofes  of  fweetened  poifon  in  every  corner  of  the  houfe. 
You  will  daily  perceive  how  children  are  formed  by  imi- 
tation, in  their  temper  and  manners :  they  mull  bear  a  re- 
femblancc  to  thole  from  whom  they  receive  their  firft  im- 
preffions :  but  if  this  is  the  cafe  in  general,  how  much 
more  muft  they  embrace  the  principles,  and  imitate  the 
practice  of  their  companions  in  pleafure  ? 

This  caution  is  fo  necefiary,  that  where  counfel  and  in- 
treatyarenot  fufficicnt  to  procure  compliance,  authority 
ought  to  be  intcrpofed.  Mere  authority  indeed  will  be 
very  ineffectual ;  and  therefore,  I  muft  particularly  recom- 
mend to  you  an  early  attention  to  your  children's  opinion 
and  judgment:  they  foon  form  a  judgment,  and  will  give 
early  marks  of  approbation  and  averfion  of  perfons  and 
characters.  Do  your  utmoft  to  make  them  eftcem  religion, 
as  the  greateft  happinefs  to  every  perfon,  and  the  mod 
amiable  part  of  every  character.  Make  them  fenfible,, 
from  your  conduCt,  that  it  is  not  only  your  fincere  choice, 
but  greateft  delight.  It  is  very  fatal  to  them,  when  they 
are  led  to  look  upon  it  as  a  burden  and  conftraint.  Habi- 
tuate them  early  to  confider  all  other  qualities  as  good  for 
nothing,  when  piety  is  wanting ;  and  a  perfon  of  a  truly 
Chriftian  converfation  as  worthy  of  the  higheft  efteenv, 
whatever  be  his  ftation  or  circumftances  in  other  refpeCts* 
Remember  it  makes  a  part  of  the  character  of  a  good  man, 
as  drawn  by  the  Pfalmift  David  ;  Pfa.  xv.  4.  ifc  In  whole 
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«  eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  defpifed,  but  he  honoreth  them,  that 
11  fear  the  Lord."     I  am  perfuaded,  that  many,  who  truT 
tear  Gad  themfelves,  are  inadvertently  guilty  of  a  great 
mi  [lake  in  this  particular  *    they  difcover  unhappily  too 
much  of  their  admiration  or  envy  of  the  natural  advanta- 
ges of    others,    independent   of  their   moral    cha rafter. 
Drcfs,  furniture  and  wealth,  are  looked  upon  as  dill  in* 
gulfhing  advantages;  and  children  are  often  fuffered  to  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  mockery  and  derifron  ;  even  where 
deformity,  poverty,  atdWLrardnefs,and  things  perfectly  in- 
nocent in  themfelves,^re  the.only  objefts  of  their  fconu 
Intellectual  abilities  alfo,    compreheufion  of  mind*  and 
fpri ^Inline Is  of  fancy,  are  commonly  much  the  objecls  of 
efleetn;  and  young  perfons  are  infcniibly  led  to  admire 
thefe  natural  qualities*  without  at  all  conflicting  to  what 
parpofes  they  are  applied.     This  muft  neceffarily  have  a 
fatal  effect;  and  therefore  parents  fhoukl  endeavor,  as 
much  as  poffihle,  to  prderve  upon  their  own  minds,  and 
infpire  their  children  with  an  elleern  of  true  piety,  and  a 
horror  and  averlion  at  a  vicious  character,  whatever  advan- 
tage may  happen  to  accompany  it. 

If  clue  care  is  .taken  betimes  in  this  refpeft,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  it  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevent  the  danger 
arifmg  from  the  example  or  folicitation  of  the  patrons  of 
impiety.  Their  chief  fuccefs  depends  on  their  real  cha- 
racter's lying  concealed,  till  it  is  lafe  and  proper  to  avow 
it.  They  inftill  the  principles  of  irreligion,  as  a  wife 
man  would  do  the  moll  facred  truths,  by  little  and  little, 
as  their  difciples  are  able  to  bear  them,  and  always  do  it 
under  the  difguife  of  pleafure.  There  is  nothing  more 
different  than  the  converfation  and  carriage  of  a  libertine, 
in  the  prefence  of  thofe  of  whom  he  (lands  in  awe,  and 
•among  his  felect  companions  ;  and  even  thefe  lall  are  but 
gradually  initiated  into  the  concluding  and  horrid  myfle- 
ries  of  profanity  and  blafphemy.  Young  minds  therefore 
fliould  be  early  formed  to  fuch  a  tafle,  as  to  look  for  piety 
and  virtue,  before  they  will  give  thejr  approbation  or  af- 
fection to  any  human  accomplifliments.  Were  this  the 
cafe,  they  would  not  be  fo  often  betrayed  by  fpeciotis  ap- 
pearances, and  drawn  in,  by  degrees,  tirfl,  to  fuller;  then. 
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to  imitate;  and,  at  laft,'  to  delight  in  the  mod  -vicious 
pra&ities.  .  , 

While  I  am  giving  you  thefc  directions,  Itannot.help 
obferving*  that  you  may  fee  the  great  ncceffity  of  wifdom 
and  prudence  m  the  religious  education  of  children.  Ap» 
ply  yourfelves  to  it  with  diligence.  It  is  an  extenfive  and 
difficult, -but*  at  the  fame  time,  a  noble,  ufeful,  delightful 
ftudy.  M  And  if  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let .  hin>  afk  of 
"  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth 
^not." 

I  flistfl  now  clofe  this  difqourfe  with  a  few  words  to  pro- 
feffingGhridianS  in  general. 

My  brethren,  when,  vice  rears  up.  its  head,  and  appears 
with  infolence  and  boldnefs,  as  it  will  certainly  affeft  every 
good  man  with  concern,  fo  it  is  of  great  importance 
what  treatment  it  meets  with  from  the  public.  If  it  paffes 
without  notice,  we  may  conclude,  that  corruption  hath 
deeply  infedted  the  whole  mafs.  If  men  are  afraid  or 
afhamed  to  exprefs  their  indignation  at  it,  we  may  con*. 
elude  the  confpiracy  i*  formidable ;  and  that  the  intereft 
Of  truth  and  piety  is  greatly  oh  the  decline.  There  are 
many,  who  in  cafes  of  grofs  fcandal,  rather  cboofe  to  keep 
themfelves  at  eafe,  by  forbearance  and  indulgence  to  tfajp 
guilty,  than  run  the  hazard  of  provoking  their  refentirient 
by  an  honed  declaration  of  their  real  fentiments.  Nor  is 
it  feldom  to  be  obferved,  that  the  very  perfons  who  do 
lead  in  their  own  fphere,  for  ftemmingthe  tide  of  profani- 
ty, are  the  fir  It  and  louded  in  complaining  of  the  negli- 
gence of  magidrates  or  pallors,  in  inflicting  public  punifli- 
ments  or  cenfures. 

Whild,  therefore,  I  am  endeavoring,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  difcharge  my  own  duty,  I  mud  alio  put  you  in  mind  of 
yours.  It  is  evidently  the  duty  of  all  who  profefs  to  fear 
God,  to  abdain  from  the  fociety  of  thofe  who  are  gro&ly 
profane,  without  difcovering  any  fenfe  of  penitence  qr 
borrow.  The  truth  is,  I  ought  rather  to  make  this  a  mark 
of  true  religion,  and  affirm,  that  all  good  men  will  do  fo  ; 
than  inform  them  that  they  (hould.  There  mud  be  a  like- 
nefs  of  difpofition  among  familiar  friends.  Had  yqu  that 
abhorrence  of  impiety  that  you  ought  to  have,  you  would 
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count  the  foclety  of  impious  perfons  a  ftain  and  reproach 
to  your  own  characters.     Of  this  I  am  able  to  give  a  ver 
ftrong,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  plain  and  familiar  proo£ 
Were  any  perfon  known  to  be  guilty  of  theft  and  dif- 
honelly,  or  any  fault  that  Is  odious  and  difgraceful  in  the 
world,  every  one  would  reckon  his  intimate  companions 
almoft,  if  not  to  the  fame  degree,  abandoned  as  liimfdf- 
The  fame  thing  will  certainly  hold  as  te  profanity  or  li* 
centioufnefs ;  though  indeed  it  carries  in  it  a  melancholy 
proof,  that  fmsaga*nft  piety  or  purity  are  far  from  being 
Held  in  the  fame  abhorrence,  as  what  endangers  our  Jub- 
ilance or  temporal  intcTeft,     F  muft  however,  here  beg 
of  youf  to  attend  to  a  lingular  and  very  ftrong  paflage  of 
the  epiftle  to  the  Romans.     The  apoftle  Paul  clofes  his 
defcription  of  the  profane  world  in  the  following  terms  : 
Rom,  ii,  3a.     w  Who  knowing  the  judgment  of  God, 
"  (that  they  which  cnrnmfr  fuch  things  are  worthy  of 
w  death)  not  only  do  the  fame,  but  have  pleafure  in  them 
"  that  do  them."     I  have  looked   into  the  original,  and 
find  the  words  juftly  tranflated  ;  and  you  fee,  from  the 
eonftrudtion  of  the  fentence,  the  apoftle  reprefents  having 
pleafure  in  fenfual  and  wicked  men,  as  implying  a  depra- 
vity of  character  fuperior  even  to  that  of  fenfual ity  itfelf. 
But  as  affociating  with  the  profaive  is  a  mark  of  profani- 
ty, fo  every  degree  of  countenance  given  to  them,  by  per- 
fonsof  entire  character,  is  a  fenfible  injury  to  the  public 
It  ferves  to  put  honor  upon  vice,  and  in  part  to  deliver  it 
from  that  jult  reprorch  which  ought  to  be  the  punifliment 
of  the  guilty,  and  a  warning  to  others  not  to  tread  in  their 
fteps.     T  have,  on  feveral  occafions,  obierved  that  the  pre- 
fent  period  or  ftate  of  things,  in  this  place  and  congrega- 
tion, demands  the  greatelt  concern  for  the  public  intereft 
of  religion.     Growing  in  numbers,  and  growing,  I  hope, 
in  wealth,  as  the  efteft  of  your  own  and  your  fathers  in- 
duftry,  you  are  in  danger  of  the  introduction  of  a  worldly 
fpirit  by  the  rifing  generation.     This  every  gocd   man 
ought,  with  the  utmoft  prudence  and  refolution,  to  oppofe  ; 
particularly  by  doing  all  in  his  power  to  preferve  the  ho- 
nor and  refpedt  due  to  true  religion,  and  treating  with 
contempt  every  open  enemy  to  that  important  intereft. 
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I  fincerely  wifli  you  improved,  and  poffeffed  of  every  ac- 
complifhment  that  is  truly  valuable  ;  but  beware  of  that 
falfe  politenefs,  which  confifts  in  little  elfe  than  an  oppo- 
fition  to  religion  and  fobriety.  And,  indeed  I  am  afraid 
we  (hall  not  foon  attain  to  any  other ;  at  lead,  not  by  the 
help  of  thofe,  who  as  they  fet  religion  at  defiance,  fo  are 
equally  Grangers  to  that  elegance,  and  fenfe  of  decency 
which  diftinguifhes  perfons  of  higher  rank. 

The  late  riotous  meeting  was  without  doubt  the  moft 
audacious  thing  of  the  kind  that  ever  was  attempted  in 
this  place  ;  and  therefore  calls  for  an  open  and  vigorous 
teftimony  againft  it,  by  every  perfon  in  his  fphere.  Re- 
gard for  the  glory  of  God,  love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  and  fo- 
licitude  for  the  riling  generation,  confpire  in  requiring 
you  to  exert  yourfelves  in  fuch  a  caufe  :  and  fhall  I  not 
add,  companion  to  the  perfons  themfelves  ?  Their  worft 
enemies  are  thofe  who  treat  them  with  indulgence,  folong 
as  they  continue  to  juftify  or  to  palliate  their  offence. 
Nothing  ferves  to  harden  finners  more,  than  when  no  no- 
tice is  takdri  of  their  crimes ;  and  they  find  themfelves 
juft  as  generally,  and  as  well  received,  as  if  they  had  done 
no  evil.  On  the  other  hand,  when  they  perceive  the  deep 
concern  of  others  on  their  account,  it  is  an  excellent  mean 
of  bringing  them  to  ferious  reflection,  and  inducing  them 
to  tremble  at  themfelves.  Wherefore,  my  beloved  hearers, 
let  me  befeech  you  to  preferve  your  horror  of  fin,  not- 
withftanding  the  boldnefs  of  finners.  Do  every  thing  in 
your  power  to  reclaim  the  offenders.  Be  earned  in  your 
Amplications  to  almighty  God,  that  he  would  fnatch  them 
as  brands  from  the  burning,  and  raife  them  up  as  trophies 
of  his  vidiorious  grace.  But  while  they  continue  in  their 
enmity  to  God,  forget  r\ot,  on  your  own  account,  the  apof- 
tolic  counfel ;  u  have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  unfruitful 
"  works  of  darknefs,  but  rather  reprove  them.'' 


• 
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ACTS  xx.  26?  27. 


Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from 
the  blood  of  all  then :  for  J  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto 
you  all  the  counsel  ofGodt 

My  Buetbrev, 

THESE  words  arc  a  part  of  the  apoftle  Paul's  dif- 
courfe  to  the  elders  of  Epbefus,  when  taking  leave 
pf  them,  under  a  firm  perfuafion,  or  rather  a  certain  know- 
ledge, that  he  would  never  again  fee  them  in  the  body. 
My  prefent  fituation,  pf  which  none  of  you  is  ignorant, 
has  determined  me  to  the  choice  of  this  paflage,  as  a  very 
proper  fubjeik  from  which  I  may  conclude  the  exercife 
of  my  miniftry  among  yon.  I  had  once  occafion,  on 
leaving  another  charge,  to  have  taken  a  formal  farewell  of 
a  very  affcttionate  people,  but  had  not  courage  to  attempt 
it.  The  circumflances  attending  the  removal,  which,  if 
Proykjence  prevent  not,  feems  now  to  be  at  hand,  are  fuch 
as  do  not  leffen,  but  greatly  increafe  the  difficulty  of  fpeakr 
ipg  from  fuph  a  fybjeft.     An^  yet,  ia  another  yicw,  they  - 
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feemed  to  urge  it  Jo  ftrongly,  and  to  prcfent  fuch  an  op- 
portunity of  hci»g  ufeful,  as  1  duril  not  wholly  decline* 
Every  Chrifitau  ought  to  be  an  obferver  of  providence. 
Nothing  will  more  effe&ually  promote  his  hohneis  and 
comfort.  And  both  a  minilier  and  his  people  ought  to 
improve  the  afpeCt  of  providence,  when  it  hath  any  thing 
peculiar  in  k,  to  their  mutual  benefit. 

Let  me  therefore,  in  treat  you  to  attend  to  the  following 
di  fc  ourfe,  with  patience  and  compofure.  This  requeft  1 
the  rather  hope  you  will  comply  with,  as  there  is  nothing 
intended  that  i£  perfonal,  further  than  mud  neceffarily 
arife  from  the  fubjeft  itfeltV  or  be  unavoidably  fuggefted  by 
your  own  thoughts,  I  blefs  God  diat  i  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  of  wanr  of  duty,  or  affettion  upon  your 
.  Ky  vde  ;  neither  is  it  any  part  of  my  purpofe  to  jullify  my 
3  own  conduft,  during  the  time  that  1  have  had  the  honor 

and  happitiefs  of  being  intrufled  with  the  miniflry  of  the 
gofpel  in  this  place.  I  fhall  therefore  only  fay,  that  whe- 
ther I  have  been  able  to  deliver  my  own  foul,  by  fidelity 
in  duty,  and  by  purity  of  principle,  I  am  certain,  that 
fiery  much  has  been  laid  to  the  charge  of  many  of  yours. 
Leait  of  all  do  I  intend  to  endeavor  to  fatisfy  you  of  the 
motives  which  have  induced  me  to  accept  of  a  call  to  a 
dillant  part  of  the  world,  and,  in  fome  degree,  a  different 
employment  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  For  this,  I  know 
that  an  account  mufl  be  given,  in  due  time,  to  a  much 
greater  Judge,  with  whofe  approbation  either  the  applaufg 
or  cenfure  of  men  are  not  worthy  to  be  laid  in  the  balance. 
The  Tingle  purpofe,  therefore,  of  the  following  difcourfe, 
iliall  be  to  give  you  fuch  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the 
truths  of  the  everlalling  gofpel, — of  the  importance  and 
difficulty  of  a  minifter'$  work;  as  may  diredt  you  in  the 
choice  of  another  pallor, — increafe  your  elteem  of  fuch  as 
are  faithful, — and  excite  you  to  guard  againlt  every  thing 
that  may  either  difcourage  them  in  their  work,  or  prevent 
their  fuccefs. 

The  apollle  Paul  had  planted  the  church  of  Ephefus, 
and  he  had  f  pent  a  part  of  his  time  there,  very  conf.clerable, 
if  we  confider  the  extent  of  his  commillion,  and  his  many 
apoilolic  joiunxsto  different  parts  of  the  world.     In  the 
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whole  of  his  difcourfe,  to  the  elders  of  that  church,  whoiri 
he  had  fent  for  in  his  paflage  to  Jerusalem,  we  fee  the 
greated  tenderncfs  and  afFeftion,  and  an  earned  concern, 
to  engrave  upon  their  hearts  the  truths  which  he  had 
taught  them  while  reftding  there.  And,  in  the  words 
of  the  text,  you  fee  the  foundation  on  which  he  takes 
them  to  record,  that  he  was  free  jrom  the  blood  of  all 
men  ;  for,  fays  he,  /  haw  not  shunned  to  declare  unto 
you  all  the  counsel  of  God.  I  omit  every  thing  that 
might  be  occafionally  introduced  from  the  text,  or  con- 
text, fuch  as  miniflers  being  chargeable  with  the  blood  of 
thofe  who  perifh  by  their  negleft,  and  the  dottrine  of  the 
gofpel  being  the  counfel  of  God,  that  I  may  fix  your  at- 
tention, where  certainly  the  emphafis  of  this  declaration 
lies,  viz.  That  he  had  declared  to  them  all  the  counsel 
of  God,  and  that  he  had  not  shunned  to"  do  fo,  or  that  he 
had  not  been  deterred,  by  any  difficulties,  from  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  his  truft.  Therefore,  in  difcourfing  fur- 
ther, on  this  fubjeft,  I  will  endeavor,  through  divine  af- 
fidance, 

I.  To  confider  the  fidelity  of  a  minider,  as  confiding 
in  a  full  and  complete  declaration  of  the  counfel  of  God. 

II.  To  confider  the  difficulties  which  may  lie  in  his 
way,  or  tempt  him  to  shun  any  part  of  his  work. 

III.  To  make  a  particular  improvement  of  the  fubjeft, 
by  giving  you  my  parting  advices,  in  the  fpiritof  this  pat 
fage,  and  in  a  way,  to  the  bed  of  my  judgment,  fuited  to 
your  fituation. 

Fird  then,  Let  us  confider  the  fidelity  of  a  minider,  as 
confiding  in  a  full  and  complete  declaration  of  the  counfel 
of  God.  This  is  a  circumllance  which  the  apodle  feems 
to  have  laid  particular  drefs  upon,  in  his  difcourfe  to  the 
elders  of  Ephefus,  as  he  not  only  reds  his  folemn  appeal 
to  themfelves,  in  this  paffage,  upon  it,  but  had  mention- 
ed it  before,  verfes,  20,  21.  u  And  how  I  have  kept 
44  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have 
u  fhewedyou,  and  have  taught  you  publicly,  and  from 
"  boufe  to  houfe,  tcfiifytng  both  to  the  Jews,  and  alfo  to 
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"  the  Greeks,  repentance  toward  God,  and  Fiitfi  toward 
**  our  Lord  Jefus  ChriftV*  It  is,  indeed,  a  circo  in  Trance 
of  the  utmoft  moment,  as  mmifters  may  be  fuppofed 
much  more  ready  to  fell  ftiort  in  thisrefpeft  than  in  any 
other.  It  is  probable  that  many  more  are  chargeable  with 
concealing  truth,  than  affirming  falfhood ;  with  neglecting 
duty,  than  committing  crimes;  with  not  building  the 
houfe,  than  wilfully  pulling  it  down.  Agreeably  to  this, 
we  find  the  charge  of  the  prophet,  againfl  unfaithful  Ibep- 
herds,  is  chiefly  or  only  for  negleft  of  duty,  Ezek*  xxxiv. 
»,  3,  4*  "Son  of  man,  prophefy  againfl  the  ihepherdi  of 
"  lfrael,  prophefy  and  fay  unto  them,  thus  faith  the  Lotd 
"  God  unto  the  fhepherds,  wo  be  to  the  fliepherds  of  Ifrael, 
"  that  do  feed  themfelves :  fliould  not  the  fhepberds  feed 
"  the  flocks  ?  Ye  eat  the  fat,  and  ye  cloth  you  with  the 
"  wool,  ye  kill  them  that  are  fed  j  but  ye  feed  not  the 
"  flock ;  the  difeafed  have  ye  not  firengthened*  neither 
"  have  ye  healed  that  which  was  tick,  neither  have  ye 
"  bound  up  that  which  was  broken,  neither  have  ye 
44  brought  again  that  which  was  driven  away,  neither  have 
44  ye  fought  that  which  was  loft,  but  with  force  and  with 
44  cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them/'  But  that  you  may  have  as 
comprehenfive  a  view  as  poflible,  of  the  character  of  a 
faithful  miniller,  given  in  the  text,  obferve,  that  integri- 
ty in  declaring  all  the  counfel  of  God,  implies  the  follow- 
ing particulars. 

1.  Declaring  all  the  truths  of  God,  without  any  excep- 
tions. The  revealed  will  of  God  is  of  great  extent  and 
compafs.  It  takes  in  all  that  we  are  to  believe  concerning 
God,  and  all  the  duty  which  God  requires  of  man.  It 
gives  us  an  account  of  the  original,  and  of  the  fallen  ftate 
of  man;  of  the  early  purpofe  of  divine  mercy,  and  the 
fteps  that  were  taken,  from  age  to  age,  in  carrying  it  into 
execution ;  of  the  perlbn,  undertaking,  and  fufiferings  of 
the  Saviour;  of  his  laws  as  a  teacher,  and  his  dominion 
as  a  king.  Together  with  all  this,  we  have  a  hillory  of 
Providence,  and  many  fpecial  examples,  inftru&ions,  and 
warnings  of  the  molt  particular  kind.  Now,  my  brethren, 
he  who  would  declare  all  the  counsel  of 'God,  mud  pay  a 
due  regard  to  ^vtry  part,  and,  as  far  as  time  and  health 


i&  gi^en  himf  endeavor  to  make  his'  people  acquainted 
with  the  whole.  This,  to  be  fare,  cannot  be  done  alt  at 
once,  and  at  the  fame. time.  Doubtlefe  there  are  feme 
truths  of  more  importance  than  others.  As  the  foundation 
muft  be  laid  before  the  ftrudture  can  be  raifed,  and  the 
foundation  arid  the  corner  (tones  are  of  more  moment  than 
the  finifhings  of  the  furfoce  :  yet  there  is  a  mutual  fubfcr- 
viency  of  every  one  in  its  place  to  another,  and  not  the 
lead  can  be  wholly  omitted  without  a  real  injury  to  thofe 
that  are  retained.  •  ..... 

There  is  a  precioufnefs  in  every  truth  that  hath  the 
ftamp  of  divine  authority  upon  it  ?  and,  therefore,  to  ne- 
glect any  of  them,  and  count  them  trifling,  or  of  little 
moment,  argues  a  want  of  reverence  for  the  word  of  God. 
The  holy  fcriptures,  as  they  are  fall  and  complete,  con* 
taining  every  thing  that  is  neceffary ;  fothey  are  perfeft 
and  faultlefs,  containing  nothing  that  is  unneceflary;  Se- 
rious  perfons  have  often  borne  teftimony  to  the  great  utility 
of  fuch  parts  of  the  facred  oracles,  as  are  commonly  treat* 
ed  with  mod  indifference.  Nay,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  the  veneration  due  to  God,  whodoth  nothing  in  vain, 
obliges  us  to  believe  the  utility  even  of.  thofe  paffages 
whole  purpofe  we  ourfelves  may  not  as  yet  have  clearly 
perceived. 

They  are  therefore  greatly  Jo  be  blamed  who  are  at  no 
pains  to  make  known  the  counfel  of  God,  in  its  full  ex* 
tent;  but  how  much  more  thofe  who  fatisfy  themfelves 
with  infilling  upon  fome  things,  which  may  be  moll  agree* 
aWe  to  their  own  tafte  and  difpofitfon,  to  the  entire  ne- 
glect of  others  that  are  perhaps  of  equal  or  of  greater  mo* 
nient  ?  We  fee  this  happen  too  frequently,  that  things 
which  fill  almolt  every  page  in  the  holy  fcriptures  can 
fcarce  obtain  a  place  in  many  fermons.  We  fee  forae 
induftriouily  avoid  the  truths  oftheeverlafting  gofpel,  and 
others  the  duties  of  the  moral  law.  The  evil  of  this  is  the 
greater,  that  there  is  fuch  a  relation  between  the  feveral 
parts  of  God's  revealed  will,  that  if  any  one  is  left  out, 
every  view  given  of  the  reft  muft  be  not  only  partial  but 
iinjuft.  He  who  truly  underliands  the  fcriptures,  Mill 
foon  perceive,  that  there  is  fuel)  an  infeparable  connexion 
'  VroL.  II.  3  T 


^  1 4  Ministerial  Fkkti  ty  in  declaring 

between  one  truth  and  another,  that  you  can  hardly  art- 
niit  one  without  admitting  or  rejefting  the  whole ;  am} 
that  none  of  them  can  be  withdrawn,  or  concealed,  with- 
out a  manifeft  injury  to  the  beauty  and  fulnefsof  the  gene- 
ral fy  Item- 
But,  of  all  others,  the  mod  wonderful  fet  of  men  are 
thole,  who  are  for  concealing  feme  of  the  truths  of  God, 
led  they  fliould  be  abufed.  The  Sovereignty  of  God,  his 
eternal  purpofe  and  the  freenefs  of  his  grace,  are  often 
pafied  by,  under  this  ridiculous  pretence,  I  would  de- 
fpife  the  wifdom  of  fuch  perfons ;  it  is  arrogance ;  it  is 
impiety.  I  do  not  know  any  truth  that  cannot  be  abufed 
by  perverfe  and  corrupt  minds,  or  that  has  not,  in  many 
inllanceSj  been  abufed*  But  is  this  a  reafon  for  conceal- 
ing them  ?  No.  I  would  preach  them  openly  ;  I  would 
preach  them  fully  \  I  would  endeavor  to  puard  them 
againft  the  abufe  ;  and  fctfmners  know,  ihat,  if  they  wreft 
the  good  word  of  God,  they  do  it  to  their  own  deflru&ion. 
Oh  !  that  there  were  more  fubjettion  of  mind  to  the  wif- 
dom of  God  :  more  of  a  deep  and  inward  convidlion, 
that  whatever  he  hath  appointed,  is,  for  that  very  reafon, 
wiled  and  bed.  There  would  not  then  be  fo  many  at- 
tempts to  explain  away  what  is  clearly  contained  in  the 
New  Tellament ;  but  we  fliould  join,  from  the  heart,  with 
the  apoflle  Paul  in  faying,  Rom.  xi.  33.  "  O  the  depth 
"  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  ! 
44  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  pad 
"  finding  out :" 

2.  Integrity  of  declaring  all  the  counsel  of  God,  implies 
preaching  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  their  full  and  juft  pro- 
portion. Under  the  former  particular,  I  have  (hewn  the 
necefTity  of  doing  juflice  to  every  truth;  let  us  now  add 
the  duty  of  giving  their  full  room  and  place  to  important 
and  fundamental  truths.  In  order  to  make  a  juft  portrait 
of  a  human  body,  it  is  ncceifary,  not  only  to  have  all  the 
parts,  but  to  have  every  one  in  the  true  proportion  it  bears 
to  another.  If  one  member  is  fvvelled  to  an  unnatural 
or  mondrous  bulk,  and  others  are  fhrunk  or  fhrivelled 
away  almoll  to  nothing,  it  will  make  the  mod  unfeem- 
ly  figure.     Agreeably  to  this,  he,  who  would  faithfully 
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declare  the  counsel  of  God,  muft  have  a  particular  eye 
to  the  great  and  leading  truths  of  the  gofpel,  on  which  the 
reft  depend,  and  from  which  they  derive  their  force  and 
meaning. 

If  we  look  into  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament,  we  (hall  find  certain  leading  truths,  which  are  of 
fo  great  moment,  that  they  ought  hardly  ever  to  be  out  of 
view  ;  fuch  as  the  loft  ftate  of  man  by  nature ;  the  abfb- 
lute  neceffity  of  falvation  through  Chrift ;  the  fuffering  of 
the  Saviour  in  the  tinner's  room ;  and  free  forgtvenefs 
through  the  blood  of  the  atonement ;  the  neceffity  of  rege- 
neration ;  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  enlighten, 
fan&ify  and  comfort  his  people.  Thefe  truths  are  of  fuch 
unfpeakable  moment,  in  divine  revelation,  that  they  ought 
to  be  clearly  explained,  ftrongly  inculcated,  and  frequent- 
ly repeated;  they  ar«  the  do&rines  of  the  reformation 4 
they  matye  tfce  fubftanceof  all  the  Proteftant  confeiTions ; 
they  are  the  glory  of  the  Proteftant  churches  ;  and  have 
been  fcaled  Jby  the  blood  of  thoufands  of  fuffering  mar- 
tyrs.  And,  indeed,  k  comforts  me,  under  the  negle& 
with  which  they  are  treated,  at  prefent,  by  many  worldly 
perfons  in  a  ftate.  of  outward  eafe  and  fecuritytothechurch, 
that,  if  ever  it  pleafe  God,  for  our  fins,  to  throw  us  inta 
the  furnace,  they  will  then  difcover  their  honor,  they 
will  recover  their  lullre,  becaufe  they  will  certainly  mani- 
feft  their  influence. 

How  fhall  1  make  you  more  fenfible,  what  it  is  to  give 
their  full  room  to  thefe  important  truths,  than  by  putting 
you  in  mind  of  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  them  by  the 
ap oftles  of  our  Lord,  who  received  their  commiffion  im- 
mediately from  himfelf,  and  were  not  only  the  firft,  but 
the  beftandmoft  fuccefsful  minifters  that  .ever  were  em- 
ployed in  the  church  of  Chrift  ?  What  a  multitude  of  paf- 
fages  might  I  cite  to  this  purpofe  ?  A&s  iv.  xi. "  Neither 
41  is  there  falvation  in  any  other;  for  there  is  none  other 
44  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
44  muft  be  faved."  1  Cor.  iii.  11.  4i  For  other  foundation 
44  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift." 
Phil.  iii.  7,  8,  9.  "  But  what  things  were  gain  to  me, 
4Uhofe  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift.     Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  | 
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w  count  all  things  but  tafs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know* 
**  ledge  of  Chrift  Jefus,  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  (uflcr- 
"  ed  die  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung, 
"  that  1  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  ha- 
*L  vingmine  own  right  eoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
u  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  riftlueouf- 
"  nefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith?1*  Without  citing  any 
more  paffages,  I  fhali  only  ohferve,  that  though  the  apok 
ties  introduced  a  great  variety  of  truths  in  their  writings 
occafionally,  fuch  was,  in  their  opinion,  the  importance 
of  the  doctrine  of  falvaiion  by  the  crofs  of  ClirilU  that 
they  denominated  the  gofpel  by  it.  Preaching  Chrift! 
and  preaching  the  crofs  of  Ctirill,  was,  with  iheim  the 
fame  thing  as  preaching  the  whole.  I  do  not  think  the 
apoiile  Paul  was  defettive,  in  giving  particular  inllruc- 
tions,  upon  every  fubjeft,  to  thofe  churches  which  he  ei- 
ther planted  or  watered  ;  yet  he  fays  10  the  Corinthians, 
i  Cor.  ii,  2.  *4  For  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing 
"  among  you,  fave  Jefus  Chrilt,  and  him  crucified  ;J>  in- 
timating that  fuch  was  his  attachment  to  that  great  truth, 
that  it  would  occupy,  in  a  manner,  the  whole  of  his  time 
and  labor  ;  or  rather,  that  it  had  fuch  an  intimate  connexi- 
on with  every  other  part  of  the  will  of  God,  that,  be  the 
lubjedt  what  it  would,  this  could  hardly  be  entirely  out  of 
view. 

He,  who  would  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  muft 
ftill  place  thefe  great  and  operative  dottrines  in  a  con- 
fpicuous  point  of  view  ;  he  mull  not  pafs  them  over  (light- 
ly ;  he  mull  not  even  fpeak  of  them  coldly,  but  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  fhow,  that  he  knows  their  truth,  and  feels 
their  moment.  What  an  inconliliency  for  a  Chriftian 
minifter,  to  fpeak  of  the  Lord  Redeemer  in  fuch  a  Ityle, 
as  naturally  leads  the  hearers  to  put  him  upon  a  level  with 
Socrates  or  Plato,  or  other  uninfpired  teachers,  who  ne- 
ver pretended  to  be  laviours  ?  What  poifon  to  the  fouls 
of  men,  for  any  to  fpeak,  as  if  they  were  fpeaking  to 
Adam  before  the  fall,  and  to  (ing  thofe  finners  afleep  in 
fecurity,  whom  they  lhould  endeavor  to  alarm,  that  they 
may  be  perluaded  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  What 
betraying  of  their  trull,  to  entertain  their   people  with  an 
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affe&eddifplay  of  their  own  talents,  or  idle  Speculations, 
to  amufe  the  fancy,  when  they  fhould  be  building  them 
up  in  holinefs  and  comfort,  through  faith,  unto  felvation  ? 
The  very  manner  of  preaching  may  be  oppofite  to  the  does, 
trine  of  the  crofs,  which  hath  fo  much  humility  and  felf-de- 
nial  in  it,  as  will  infpire,  and  give  a  color,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo, 
to  every  word  that  is  fpoken  by  him  that  firmly  believes  it# 
On  the  whole,  no  other  truth  or  duty  will  be  negle&ed  by 
a  faithful  minifter :  but  the  oftener  he  (lands,  as  it  where, 
in  the  centre  of  the  plan,  the  more  frequently  he  contem- 
plates the  crofs  of  Chrift,  in  which  all  the  lines  oi  divine 
truth  are  united,  the  more  clearly  will  he  fee  them,  and 
die  better  will  he  be  able  to  judge  at  what-  time  and  place 
to  introduce  them. 

This  leads  me  te  obferve,  in  the 

3d  Place,  that  to  declare  all  the  counsel  of  God,  is  to 
preach  all  the  truths  of  God  in  their  proper  order  and  con*, 
ncxion.  To  allude  to  the  fimilttude  formerly  ufed  of 
making  a  portrait  of  a  human  body,  every  member  muft 
not  only  be  in  its  juft  proportion,  but  in  its  proper  place: 
In  teaching  every  fcience,  there  is  a  certain  order  that 
muft  be  obferved,  otherwife  the  labor  will  be  in  a  great 
meafure  loft*  but  it  holds  in  nothing  more  ftrongly,  than 
in  teaching  religion,  and  opening  the  truths  of  the  gofpeL 
I  might  confirm  this  by  many  examples,  or  rather,  indeed, 
by  going  through  the  whole  fyftcm  of<  divine  truth,  but 
(hall  only  make  a  remark  or  two,  for  illoflrating  the  ob- 
fervation.  The  neceffity  of  falvation  by  Ghrift,  is  found- 
ed upon  the  loft  ftate  of  man  by  nature.  Unlefs  the  one 
is  firH  eftablilhed,  the  beauty  and  meaning.  Of  the  other  will 
wholly  difappear;  unlefs  we  are  now  in  a  corrupt  and 
guilty  ftate;  unlefs  man  has  indeed,  loft  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God,  the  kindnefs  of  God  to  his  peculiar  people, 
the  promifes  in  the  prophetic  writings ©f  light  to  the  Gen- 
tiles,  and  the  riches  of  divine  grace  in  the  gofpd,  fpoken 
of  in  fuch  magnificent  terms,  muft  all  appear  inconfidera- 
ble,  and  unworthy  of  regard.  Unlefs  you  can  convince 
men  of  their  fins,  and  make  them  fenfible  of  the  holinefs 
and  juftice  of  God,  in  vain  will  you  preach  the  gofpel  to 
them;  in  vain  will  you  call  it  u  glad  tidings  of  great  joy 
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**  to  all  people;*'  they  do  not  underfland  the  terms,  llicy 

will  deride  I  he  meffage,  and  fpurn  the  offered  mercy. 

If  you  preach  the  free  forgivenefs  of  fin  through  GbrjJI, 
without,  at  the  fame  time,  (hewing  tlie  necefllty  of  regc- 
ne ration  and  U notification  by  his  Spirit,  it  will  either  not 
he  embraced  :it  all,  or  it  will  be  turned  into  Ik entiou fuels. 
And,  if  you  preach  die  duties  of  the  hw,  without,  at  the 
fame  time,  di  I  playing  the  grace  of  die  gofpel,  and  the 
vital  influence  that  flows  from  the  head  to  the  members, 
you  will  either  build  up  men  in  a  dellrutlive  fyftem  of 
Phari  laical  religion  and  fclf-rightcoufnefs,  or  bring  them 
under  the  Egyptian  bondage,  of  making  brick,    though 
they  are  not  furnifhed  with  ftraw.     The  privileges  arid 
duties  of  the  gofpel  fland  in  an  infeparable  connexion ; 
if  you  take  away  the  firfl,you  Ikrve  and  mortify  the  laO. 
Hear  what  our  Lord  himfelf  fays.  John  xv.  4,  5.  €t  Abide 
■*  in  me,  and  I  in  you.     As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit, 
44  of  itfelF,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can  ye, 
44  except  ye  abide  in  me.      I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  bran- 
u  ches :   he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fame 
44  bringeth  forth  much  fruit;  for  without  me  ye  can  do 
"  nothing."     I  fay  the  fame    thing  of  not  inforcing  the 
duties  of  the  gofpel  with    the  great  and  powerful  motives 
drawn  from  its  truths.     You  fee  in  what  a  convincing  and 
affe&ing  manner  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of  his  own  con- 
duct, and  that  of  the  other  apoUles,  2  Cor.  v.    14,  15. 
44  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,  becaule  we  thus 
44  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  :   and 
44  that  he  died  for  all,    that  they  which  live,  ihould  not 
44  henceforth  live  into  themfelves,    but  unto  him  which 
44  died  for  them,  and  role  again."     It  is,  doubtlefs,  law- 
ful, nay,  it  is  for  the  glory  of  God,   to  make  occaiional 
mention  of  every  argument  againll  fin,  drawn  from  na- 
ture, reafon,  and  experience,   to  fhew  that,  u  the  law  is 
*4  holy,  the  commandment  holy,  juft,  and  good.'1      But 
let  us  not  hope  to  make  conscientious,    a&ive,    fruitful 
Chriliians,  any  other  way,  than  by  teaching  them  to  live 
44  the  life  that  they  live  in  the  flelh,  a  life  of  faith  on  the 
44  Son  of   God,    who  loved  them,  and  gave  himfelf  for 
41  them." 
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•  "  All  who  know  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  will  defire  to 
have  this  connexion  between  one  truth  and  another,  and 
the  influence  of  truth  on  duty  inviolably  preferved.  It  is, 
indeed,  common  with  fome  to  alledge,  that  the  friends,  of 
the  gofpel,  thofe  who  are  attached  to  the  dottrine  of  re- 
demption, are  enemies  to  the  law,  and  that  they  do  not 
love  to  hear  their  duty  preached  to  them.  I  look  upon 
this  as  an  unjuft  and  deteftable  flander,  and  commonly 
fpread  by  thofe  who  know  nothing  of  the  fubferviency  of 
the  law  to  the  gofpel,  or  rather  who  underftand  very  little 
either  of  the  one  or  the  other.  If  a  minifter  preaches  the 
holinefs  of  God's  nature,  with  whom  evil  cannot  dwell.; 
if  he  preaches  the  duties  of  the  moral  law,  in  all  the  force 
of  its  unchangeable  obligation,  and  all  the  terror  of  its 
awful  fandtion,  in  order  to  coavince  his  hearers,  that  they 
are  liable  to  wrath,  I  know  no  found  Chriflian  who  will 
find  fault  with  it :  nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  minifters, 
who  love  the  do&rine  of  falvation  by  grace,  do  often  preach 
the'  moral  law  in  fuch  terms,  that  many  legal  perfons  are 
ready  to  tremble  at  the  hearing  of  it ;  for  they  willingly 
ufe  the  words  of  the  apoflle  Paul,  Gal.  iii.  10.  u  For  as 
44  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  under  the  curfe; 
44  for  it  is  written,  curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not 
44  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
44  to  do  them."  But  if  ferious  perfons  hear  the  duties  of 
the  law,  preached  as  the  grounds  of  their  acceptance,  and 
the  foundation  of  their  peace  with  God,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  fay,  after  an  approved  example,  "  if  righteouf- 
41  nefs  came  by  the  law,  then  Ghrift  is  dead  in  vain." 

Again,  if  a  minifter  preach  the  duties  of  the  gofpel,  ex- 
plain them  in  all  their  extent,  and  prefs  them  by  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  New  Teftament,  as  the  fruits  of 
faith,  as  the  evidences  of  their  change,  as  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  their  Redeemer,  as  the  marks  of  their  relation  to 
him,  and  neceffary  to  fit  them  for  his  prefence,  I  believe 
it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  any  of  his  people.  On  the 
contrary,  they  do  ufually  both  approve  and  delight  in  thefe 
i'ermons  which  are  molt  fearching  to  the  confeience,  and 
inoft  clear  and  explicit  in  the  trial  of  their  ftate.  Titus  iii. 
2.  u  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  thefe  things  I  will  that 
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"  thou  Affirm  conflantly,  that  they  which  have  believed  i 
44  God  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works  :  theft 
**  things  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men."  It  is  our 
duty  to  ftiew,  not  only  that  profeffing  Christians  ought  to 

be  holy,  but  that  they  mull  be  holy  ;  and  that  if  they  Jive 
and  die  the  flaves  of  any  known  fin,  Chrift,  and  all  that 
he  hath  done,  fliall  profit  them  nothing,  but  only  aggra- 
vate their  condemnation,  I  will  bear  this  testimony  to 
my  own  hearers,  that,  as  it  was  always  a  principle  with 
me,  to  preach  the  doftrines  of  redemption  where  they  are, 
and  not  to  attempt  to  find  them  where  they  are  not,  by  a 
hnundlefs  allegorical  interpretation  ;  fo  tbefe  ferroons, 
which  have  been  wholly  employed  in  explaining  ami  en, 
forcing  particular  duties^  opening  their  principles,  diflm- 
gul (hing  them  from  their  counterfeits,  and  pfcffing  them 
upon  the  confeience,  have  met  with  as  much  approbation, 
and  been  heard  with  as  little  fufpicion  as  any  whatever. 
But  if  any  miniRer  had  preached  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
fet  the  doctrine  of  falvation  altogether  afide,  and  to  Tup; 
pofe  that  we  could  obey  in  our  own  ftrength,  or  that  God 
was  indebted  to  us  for  our  works,  inftead  of  our  being  in- 
debted to  him,  both  for  ftrength  to  perform  them,  and 
mercy  to  accept  them,  I  believe  it  would  not  have  pafTed 
without  cenfure  ;  and  I  fincerely  pray,  that  the  time  may 
never  cone,  when  it  will,  in  any  corner  of  this  church, 
but  efpecially  from  the  pulpit  in  which  I  now  Hand. 

The  delufion  and  abfurdity  that  finds  place  with  many, 
deferves  the  greateft  pity.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear 
certain  peribns  pouring  out  the  bittereft  inve&ives  in  pul- 
pit and  converfation  againfl  others,  as  enemies  to  morali- 
ty, as  turning  the  grace  of  God  into  licentioufnefs,  as  not 
only  neglecting,  but  even  oppoling  the  obligation  of  his 
law.  In  the  mean  while,  if  you  hear  the  firfl,  you  fhall 
rarely  meet  with  any  thing  but  what  is  quite  loofe  and  ge- 
neral, a  declamation  on  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  holintfs,  or  a  very  imperfect  fketch  of  the  offices 
due  from  man  to  man  in  the  common  intercourfe  of  lbcial 
life.  And,  if  you  hear  the  other,  it  is  probable  you  may 
hear  many  of  the  hard  layings  of  the  gofpel,  not  only  the 
neceiiity  of  doing  juflice,  and  loving  mercy,  with  the  cer- 
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tain  damnation  of  thofe  who  hold  iirijuft  gain  without  resti- 
tution ;  but  the  neceflity  of  loving  God  above  all  created 
comforts,  habitually  dinedting  every  part  of  our  condudt 
to  his  glory,  and  being  fincerely  and  without  referve,  fub- 
miffive  to  his  providence.     Ybu  may  alfo,  probably,  h£ar* 
the  duties  of  every  relation  defcended  to  with  a  particular-' 
ity,  and  the  negleft  or  breach  of  them  reproved  with  a  fe-i 
verity,  that  is  nowhereelfe  to  be  found.     Now,  I  defire 
to  know  which  of  thefe  ire  the  greateft  friends  to  morality.4 
So  ftrong  is  the  deception,  that  I  have  known  feveral  of 
the  hearers  of  the  molt  bdafted  moral  preachers,  who  could* 
not  avoid  betraying,  by  their  difcourfe,  that  they  consider- 
ed the  exercifes  of  piety,  as  no  part  of  morality,  and  very1 
confidently,  indeed,  with  thefe"  principles,  treated  thcnriJ 
with  the  mdft  abfolute  negleft. 

I  have  little  hope  of  the  convifltion,  but  would  gladly/ 
if  poffible,  flop  the  mouths  of  gainfayers  on  this  fubjeft* 
Is  it  not  ufual  to  mark  out  the  friends  of  falvation  by  graCe^ 
under  the  title  of  extraordinary  ftridt,  and  eminent  profefr* 
fors;  generally,  indeed,' with  a  view 'to  challenge  the  fin- " 
cerity  of  that  profeffion*  and  load  it  With  obloquy  and  rt'-M 
pl-oach  ?  But  confider,  I  pray  you,  with  what  propriety  yotf 
give  them  the  name  of  profefibrs  ?  what  is  it  that  they  pro-' 
fefs  ?  It  is,  that  they  are  nothing  in  themfelves  and  de- ' 
ferve  nothing  at  the  hand  of  God  but  wrath  for  their  fins  ; ; 
that  they  have  no  hope  of  acceptance,  but  by  the  frefe  grace1 
of  God  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift  i  that  they 
can  do  nothing  of  themfelves,  that  is  good,  but  by  the 
f/race  of  God,  are  what  they  are  ;  fo  that  thfere  is  no  room 
left  for  them  to  glory.     Is  not  this  their  faith  and  perfua- 
fion  ?     Why  are  they  then  called  profefibrs  ?     You  are 
the  profefTors,  who  make  your  boaft  of  the  la*w,  and  glo- 
ry in  the  excellence  and  perfection  of  human  virtue. 
Shew  us  then  your  faith  by  your  works ;  jullify  your  pro- 
fcflion  by  your  practice ;  boafiing  will  bring  you  little  ere- ' 
dit.     But  let  us  fee  who  have  the  molt  fober,  honeft,  holy, 
heavenly  lives ;  thefe  are  certainly  aftuated  by  the  belt" 
principles. 

But,  I  muft,  in  part,  retr^A  what  1  have  faid  ;  for,  after 
all,  the  fervants  of  Chrill  are  indeed  profefibrs.     Thfey* 

Vol.  II.  3  U 


Ministerial  Fidelity  in  declaring 

have  taken  on  the  holy  profeffion  of  the  gofpel :   and,  in 
fa£t,  any  inilance  of  irregular  conduit  in  them  is  more 

oblcrved)  more  deeply  reproached,  and  gives  greater  of- 
fence than  the  very  fame  in  perform  oFa  different  charac- 
ter. When  they  depart  from  their  duty,  and  from  flri£t- 
nefs  of  conversion,  I  give  them  freely  up  to  the  cen- 
fures  of  their  enemies  ;  they  have  richly  deferved  them, 
and  therefore  they  ought  to  bear  them.  In  the  mean  time, 
let  me  put  thofe  in  mind,  who,  in  the  midft  of  their  tri. 
umph,  ftigmatize  them  with  the  name  of  professors*  that 
they  do  them,  or  rather  their  profeffion*  more  honor  than 
they  are  aware  of;  for  they  fliow  that  they  themleWe*  are 
feufible  that  fuch  principles  ought  to  have  produced  bolU 
nefs  in  the  converlation,  So  far  as  they  reproach  the  fin- 
ner,  or  the  detected  hypocrite,  they  do  what  is  right,  and 
it  can  fearcely  be  overdone.  But,  when  they  take  occa- 
lion  to  bring  a  reproach  on  the  profession  itfelf,  their  very 
Juccefs  is  a  condemnation  ofthcmlelvcs ;  for  that  the  grofs 
crimes  of  their  own  admirers.  Lire  lels  often  five,  is  juii  be- 
caufe  their  profession  is  lefs  holy.  Nothing  would  give 
me  greater  pain,  than  to  undcrlland  that  my  do&rine 
were  to  the  talle  of  midnight  rioters,  fwearers,  and  Sab- 
bath breakers  ;  and,  if  any  fuch  are  found  among  the  ad- 
mirers of  moral  preaching,  their  teachers  could  not  do 
themfelves  a  greater  honor,  than  by  renouncing  the  con- 
nexion. 

4th.  Fidelity  in  declaring  the  whole  counsel  ofGcd,  im- 
plies preaching  every  truth  in  ics  proper  feafon.  "  There 
iC  is  as  Solomon  tells  us,  a  time  for  every  tiling  under  the 
"  fun  ;"  and,  where  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  taught  in 
their  feafon,  it  gives  them  a  particular  luitre,  as  weii  as  an 
uncommon  force.  That  you  may  underftand  what  I 
mean  by  preaching  the  truths  of  religion  in  their  feafon, 
you  may  oblerve,  that,  be  fides  giving  with  ailiduity  and 
care,  the  neceflary  inlirucVions  for  every  particular  dutv 
incumbent  on  perfons,  families  or  congregations,  the  fea- 
fon may  vary,  and  the  propriety  and  nccciiity  of  infilling 
upon  fume  truths,  may  arife  from  two  circiimlianrcs  ; — 
the  Hate  of  religion  among  a  people; — and  the  afpeft  of 
Providence  towards  them. 
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id.  It  may  arife  from  the  (late  of  religion  among  a  peo- 
ple. Surely  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  fuit  his  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  prefcnt  and  mod  preffing  neceffities  of  his 
hearers  ;  not  to  fofter  their  prejudices,  but,  with  care  and 
judgment,  to  correft  them ;  not  to  pardon  or  overlook 
their  prevailing  errors,  but  to  rectify  them  ;  not  to  bear 
with  epidemic  fins,  but  with  boldnefs  and  feverity,  to 
reprove  them.  It  will  be  feen,  on  the  following  head, 
that  fome  of  the  greateft  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way  of 
minifters,  and  the  ftrongeft  temptations  to  unfailhfulnefs, 
come  from  this  quarter.  *  At  prefent  I  fhall  only  fhortly 
illuftrate  the  obfervation,  ami  fupport  it  by  the  pra&ice  of 
the  apoflles.  We  fee,  that,  'in  fpeaking  either  to  perfons 
or  churches,  they  took  care  to  have  a  particular  eye  to 
their  ttate  and  character,  and  adapted  their  inftru&ions,' 
and  even  their  expreffions,  to  thefe  circumftances  with' 
the  utmoft  fidelity,  and  the  greateft:  (kill.  Neither  is  there' 
any  way  by  which  we  can  lb#well  enter  into  the  mean- 
ing of  the  fcriptures,  or  perceive  their  beauty,  as  by  con- 
fidering  the  conditions  and  characters  of  thofe  to  whom 
the  feveral  parts  of  them  are  immediately  addreffed.  We 
fliall  alio  fee  a  mixture  of  zeal  and  prudence  in  the  holy 
apoftles,  when  a&ing  under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  What  an  admirable  example  have  we  of  propriety 
and  fidelity  in  the  apoflle  Paul's  difcoude  to  Felix,  the 
Roman  governor,  when  he  defired  to  hear  him  concerning 
the  faith  of  Chrift  ?  We  are  told,  A£ts  xxiv.  25.  that  he 
took  occafion  to  "reafon  of  righteoufnefs,  temperance, 
u  and  judgment  to  come."  In  fpeaking  to  one,  who 
had,  probably,  no  other  intention,  in  defiring  to  hear 
him,  than  to  gratify  his  curiofity,  by  obtaining  a  diftinft 
account  of  the  wonderful  hiftory  of  Chrift,  he  thought 
proper  to  apply  to  ail  thofe  principles  of  natural  consci- 
ence which  might  be  fuppofed,  yet  to  retain  fome  power 
over  him.  And  if  (as  many  judicious  interpreters  think) 
inflead  of  temperance,  we  fliould  read  continence,  it  was 
a  bold  and  fevere,  yet  well-timed  reproofto  him  and  Dru-" 
filla,  who  were  then  living  in  adultery.  We  cannot  help 
alio  being  ftruck  with  the  unfhaken  boldnefs  of  the  Apof- 
tk,  who  could  fpeak  with  fo  much  freedom  to  the  gover-~ 
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nor,  in  whofe  hands  he  was  then  as  a  prifoner,  and  before 
whom  he  expefted  ibon  to  ftand,  and  receive  fentencs 
from  bunas  a  judge. 

You  may  alfo  obferve  the  apoftle  Paul's  attention  t*t 
and  concern  for  the    particular  ftatc  of  the  churches  to 
which  he  wrote  his  epiftlcs.  The  church  oi  Corinth  fcems 
to  have  been  greatly  iniefted  with  divifions  and  conren- 
lions,  and  thefe  unhappily  inilamed  by  ambitious  and  fac- 
tious teachers,  under  whom  they  were  marfiullcd   as  lb 
many  leaders,  and  to  whofe  name  and  intcrcft  they  feem 
to  have  been  more  devoted,  than  even  to  ihofe  of  (heir 
Mailer,  I  Con  lit.  3,  4,  "  For  ye   arc  yet  carnal :  for 
"  whereas  there  is  among  you  envying,  and    firife,  and 
41  divifions,  are  ye  not  carnal,  and  walk  as  men  I      For, 
u  white  one  faith,  I  am  of  Paul,  and  another,  I  am  of  A* 
44  polios,  are  ye  not  carnal  Jw     Againil  this  the   a  pottle 
v.- riies  with  the  grcateft  zeal  and  warmth,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  the  grcateft    prudence.     He  fhewn   how 
inconfiftcnt  it  was  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Rofpel,    and   hew 
derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Ghrift.     He  endeavors  to  make 
them   feniible  that  the   moil  able  and    faithful    mimRers 
were  no  more  than  inflruments  in  his  hand,    and  owed 
their  fuccefs  entirely  to  the  blefling  of  God  accompanying 
their  labors,  as  in  t!ie  fame  chapter,   ver.  5,6,  7.    *k  Who 
11  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  minifters  by  whom 
44  ye   believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  I      I 
a  have  planted,  Apolios  watered  ;  but  God  gave  the  in- 
i4  creafe.     So  then,  neither  is  he  that  plmteth  any  thine, 
"  neither  he  that  watereth,  but  God   that  giveth  the  in- 
creafe."      What  defcrves    particular    notice,    is,    that,   in 
all  probability,  the  mention  of  himfeif  and  Apollos  here 
was  merely  hypothetical,  or  to  itv\c  by  way  of  example. 
The  real  heads  of  the  parties  in  the  Corinthian  church, 
were  other  teachers  th.m  either  Paul  cr  Apollos,  whom  he 
did  notchufe  to  name,  but  Hated  his  argument  in  this  ieib 
offenfive  and  more  convincing  form.     The  truth  is.  there 
is  no  difordjrina  church,  that  is  harder  to  deal  with,  than 
a  fpirit  of    contenticn.      Other    iins    may    be    reproved 
with  feverity,   and  you  will  be  iuppofe;;  to  be  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  your  duty  when  doing  fo ;  but  this  will  not  allow 
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itfelf  to  be  reproved,  becaufe  it  will  not  confefs  itfelf  to  be 
a  crime,  and  is  therefore  often  exafperated  by  the  attempts 
to  heal  it.  You  may  fee  fometimes  a  man  of  ftrife  cover 
all  under  a  flaming  profeffion  of  religion,  and  yet  condudl 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  may  fay  of  him,  as  the  fer- 
yants  of  Nabai  faid  of  their  matter,  "  he  is  fuch  a  fon  of 
4C  Belial,  that  a  man  cannot  fpeak  to  him." 

I  might  produce  many  other  examples  from  the  holy 
Scriptures  ;  but  thefe  are  fufficient,  to  fhew  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  minifler  to  fuit  himfelf  to  the  Hate  of  religion- 
among  his  people,  by  with-holding  nothing  that  is  profit- 
able, but  particularly  infifiing  on  what  is  mod  needful* 
If  any  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  in  danger  of  being 
negledted,  if  they  are  undermiq^I  by  fecret,  or  affaulted 
by  open  enemies,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  make  fre- 
quent mention  of  them,  left  they  fhould  be  forgotten  ;.and 
tp  fupport  and  confirm  them,  that  they  may  obtain  ac- 
ceptance. If  any  duty  is  in  danger  of  falling  into  difef- 
teem,  and  a  falfe  fhame  makes  many  decline  the  pra&ice, 
a  faithful  minifier  fhould  Hand  forth  an  open  and  zealous 
advocate  for  its  continuance.  If  any  particular  fin,  or  fins, 
prevail  remarkably  in  a  place,  and  appear  to  be  gaining 
ground,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  to  beware  of  yielding  to 
the  iiream,  or  feekihg  his  own  quiet  by  filence ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  ought  to  double  his  diligence,  and  make  the.moft 
refolute  and  vigorous  oppofition  to  the  incroaching  evil. 
Qf  all  this,  I  fuppofe,  you  will  clearly  perceive  both  the 
meaning  and  the  jufiice.  Thefe  circumftances  are  the  in- 
timations of  Providence,  and  point  out,  in  the  mod  fig- 
nificant  manner,  not  only  what  is  a  part  of  a  minifter's 
work  in  general,  but  alfo  v/hat  is  the  immediate  will  of 
God  as  to  his  prefent  duty. 

2dly.  The  proper  feafon  of  infifiing  on  particular  truths 
may  arife  from  the  afpeft  of  providence  towards  the  church 
in  general,  or  a  congregation,  family,  or  perfon  in  parti- 
cular. You  fee  the  apofiles  conllantly  make  life  of  the 
ftate  of  the  church  in  their,  time,  the  number  and  violence 
of  its  enemies,  to  excite  the  fervants  of  Chrift  to  vigilance, 
to  exhort  them  to  conftancy,  and  to  exercife  them  to  pa- 
tience.    They  alfo   feem  .particularly  attentive  to  teach 
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thofe  abufes  which  are  the  grief  of  their  hearts ;  and,  all  at 
once,  to  fet  about  making  a  new  model  according  to  theiir 
own  fancy.  But  I  apprehend  it  is  a  much  better,  thougfr 
a  more  difficult  duty,  to  obey  the  Redeemer's  counfel,  to 
"  be  watchful,  and  ftrengthen  the  things  that  remain  and 
"  are  ready  to  die."  Alas!  how  often  do  the  new  difor-* 
ders  that  break  out  in  feparating  foeieties*  betray  the 
naughty  materials  of  which  they  are  compofed.  They  are 
much  in  the  fame  way  as  the  fool  who  ran  away  from  his 
own  fhadow,  but  run  where  he  would,  it  was  as  foon 
there  as  he.  They  run  away  from  the  corruption  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  they  (hall  never  be  quit  of  it,  becaufe 
they  carry  it  with  them. 

There  is  one  other  temptation  which  I  fhall  briefly 
mention,  as  almoft  infeparable  from  a  flate.of  outward  quiet 
in  the  church  of  Chrift.  Thofe,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  'wfx> 
keep  their  garments  clean,  as  to  the  sins,  are  fcarceljr 
able  to  bear  up  under  the  trials  of  the  times.  When  they 
fee  one  attempt  after  another,  for  the  revival  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  defeated  by  the  ftrength  of  corruption,  they 
are  in  danger  of  impatience  and  fretfulnefsagainft  Provi- 
dence, and  fometimes  are  even  tempted  to  call  in  queftion 
the  reality  of  religion  altogether ;  as  if  it  did  not  meet 
with  that  fupport  and  countenance,  from  the  great  Hulerf 
which  they  think  is  its  due.  But  the  moft  common  dan- 
ger is,  that  of  falling  into  a  defpondent  neglett  of  duty,  of 
not  doing  whatjthey  ought,  becaufe  it  has  not  hitherto  had 
the  affett  which  they  defire.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  no  doubt,  it. 
is  the  duty  of  miniflers  to  fortify  them,  by  giving  proper 
views  of  the  wifdom  and  fovereignty  of  Providence ;  by. 
(hewing  the  paths  of  God  towards  his  church,  in  ancient 
times ;  and  that  thefe  have,  in  every  age,  been  the  com- 
plaints and  fears  of  good  men,  from  the  weaknefs  of  their 
faith,  and  the  imperfeftion  of  their  knowledge.  It  was 
the  complaint  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxix.  4.  "  We  are 
u  become  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours,  a  fcorn  and  deri- 
"  fion  to  them  that  are  round  about  us."  But  it  led  him 
to  prayer  for  the  revival  of  religion,  as  well  as  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  country,  verfe  5.  4t  How  long,  Lord,  wilt  thou 
14  be  angry  forever  ?    fhall  thy  jcaloufy  burn  like  fire  :'* . 
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['6  the  rich,  humility  and  liberality ;  to  all  who  are  in  pa. 
'yerty  patience  and  induftry ;  to  parents,  afliduity  in  teach- 
'ing  arid  government ;  to  children,  obedience,  attention, 
and  fubjedliori  ;  and  to  fervants,  integrity  and  faithfulriefs 
in  their  trufl  ;  of,  in  the  language  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as 
a  wife  fervant,  "  he  will  give  to  every  one  his  portion  of 
14  meat  in  due  fealbn." 

5.  In  the- lad  place,  declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God, 
implies  preaching  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  honeftly  ancl 
boldly,  without  refpett  of  perfons.  I  am,  perfuaded  the 
apoltle  Paul,  who  was  himfelf  fo  remarkable  for  an.  un- 
daunted courage  in  his  Matter's  caufe,  bad  this,  amongtt 
other  things,  in  view,  when  he  fays,  he  had  not  shunned  to 
declare  the  counfel  of  Ciod.  There  are  few  temptations 
more  dangerous  to  a  minifter,  than  the  fear  of  man.  Such 
is  the  malignant  enmity  of  the  wicked  againft  the  good* 
that  he  may  fuffer  injury  from  them  in  his  name,  his  fub- 
ftance,  arid  even  this  perfon.  Againft  his  dabger  our  Sa- 
viour has  warned  his  di Triples  in  the  following  paflagc, 
Luke  xii.  4.  u  And  I  fay  unto  ybii,  my  friends,  be  not 
u  afraid  of  them  that  kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no 
u  more  that  they  can  do ;  but  I  will  forewarn  you  whom 
"  you  (hall  fear :  fear  him  which,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath 
u  power  to  call  into  hell ;  yea,  1  fay  unto  you  fear  Jrim." 
It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  prayers  recorded  in  fcripture, 
as  offered  up  by  the  apoftles,  for  divine  affiftance  in  their 
facred  office,  as  well  ?s  thofe  paflages  in  which  they  aik  the 
prayers  and  interceffion  of  their  fellow  Chriftians,  this  cir- 
tuniltance  is  almbft  never  forgotten.  Bbldnefs  and  fefo- 
lutiori  was  what  they  faw  they  fhould  always  ftand  in  need 
bf,  Add  iv.  29.  il  And  now,  Lord,  Behold  their  threat* 
11  nings,  arid  grant  unto  thy  fervants^  that,  with  all  bold- 
u  nels,  they  niay  fpeak  thy  word.1'  Eph.  Vi.  18.  19. 
44  Praying  always,  with  all  prayer  and  Amplication,  in  the 
44  fpirit,  and  Watching  thereunto,  with  all  perfeverance 
44  and  fupplication  for  all  faints  :  and  for  me,  that  utter- 
44  ance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth 
14  boldly,  to  make  known  the  myftery  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  trials  of  the  apoftles  were  indeed  in  this  refpedfc 
uncommonly  fevere ;  but,  even  fetting  afide  the  cafe  of 
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II.  I  proceed,  now,  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was  to  confider  the  difficulties  which  may  lie  in  aminifter'fe 
way,  and  tempt  him  to  shun  any  part  of  his  work.  Thefo 
are  very  various,  and  not  eafy  either  to  enumerate  or  de- 
fcribe.  What  hath  generally  made  the  greateft  impreffion 
upon  me,  either  from  experience  or  obfervation,  I  fliall 
dwell  upon  a  little  :  it  may  be  reduced  to  the  three  fol- 
lowing heads, Sloth  or  worldlinefs  in  ourfelves,       - 

the  prejudices  of  our  people, and  the  oppofition  of  our 

enemies.  - 

1.  Sloth  or  worldlinefs  in  minifters,  themfelves,  may 
tempt  them  to  fhun  fome  part  of  their  work.  You  will 
fee,  from  the  preceding  observations,  that  the  work  of  * 
minifter  is  both  extenfive  and  difficult.  It  requires  the 
greateft  intention  of  mind,  the  application,  fo  to  fpeak, 
of  the  whole  man.  It  requires  judgment  to  lay  down  ths 
plan,  diligence  and  perfeverance  to  carry  it  into  executi- 
on. Now  flothfuinefs,  and  a  love  of  eafe  or  pleafure,  ta 
which  we  have  all  too  great  a  bias,  mud  be  a  very  dan- 
gerous temptation ;  to  evade  fome  part  of  the  duty,  or 
flur  it  over  in  a  flight  orcarelefs  manner.  There  is  a  ve* 
ry  great  difference  between  doing  our  work  in  fome  fortf 
or  fo  as  to  avoid  punilhment  from  our  fuperiors,  efpecial- 
ly  at  a  time  when  the  reins  of  government  are  not  held 
very  hard,  and  doing  it  with  that  zeal  and  application, 
which  a  concern  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  love  to  the 
fouls  of  men,  fliould  habitually  infpire.  We  have  alt 
reafon  to  be  afhamed,  that  the  important  objects  we  bavo 
in  view,  and  the  interelling  fubjeds  we  have,  to  treat  of* 
do  not  put  an  edge  upon  our  f pints,  and  deliver  us  from 
that  lazy  unconcerned  manner,  which  is  equally  di (ho- 
norable to  God,  and  hurtful  to  the  fouls  of  men.  I  take 
the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  flothfuinefs  is  very  incident  to 
perfons  of  conliderable  abilities  ;  inftead  of  being  excited 
to  improve  their  talents,  they  are  inclined  to  truft  to* 
them.  Finding,  by  experience,  that  they  can  do  tolera* 
bly  with  but  little  pains,  they  foon  come  to  content  them- 
selves with  next  to  none.  Perhaps  I  vmight  apply  here 
the  common  obfervation,  that  as  few  -know  their  own 
sve&nefs,  fo  as  few  know  their  own  ftrength,    or  what 
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they  might  do  by  the  confctentious  improvement  of  thcii 
natural  powers.  We  have  Ceen  many  examples  of  per* 
fons  of  weak  capacity,  Mho,  by  the  help  of  piety  and  di 
licence,  have  done  every  part  of  their  mini  Aerial  dutj 
in  a  manner  far  fuperior  tothofe  of  much  greater  talents 
whnfe  heart  did  not  lie  to  their  work, 

The  danger  of  floth,  as  a  temptation,  will  ap[>earp  i 
the  Orongell  light,  from  what  has  been  faid,  on  [he  fide 
lity  of  a  minifter  in  declaring  alt  the  count*  I  of  God.  He 
may  not  only  deal  with  a  flack  hand,  and  do  his  work  ini- 
perfeftly ;  but,  as  ft  confifls  of  very  different  parts,  he 
hray  chufe  the  eafier,  and  leave  the  harder*  He  may  ap- 
ply chiefly  to  what  is  mod  plcafant  to  himfctf,  or  what 
gives  him  the  greateft  opportunity  to  fhine  in  (he  eyes  of 
others,  'while  he  neglefts  thofe  parts  that  are  more  bur. 
denlonve  to  the  flefh.  The  danger  of  this  is  the  greater, 
that  thofe' parts  of  a  minifter's  wdrk,  to  which  a  (lothful 
mind  is  ufually  molt  reluctant,  are  alfo  thofe,  "the  negledl 
of  which  can  be  mod  eafily  palliated  or  concealed.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  wonderful  to  think  what  ingenious  excufes 
men  will  invent  for  the  negkdt  of  thofe  duties  which  they 
have  no  inclination  to  perform.  I  have  often  heard  mi- 
niflers  endeavor  to  prove,  that  vifitation  of  families,  which 
doubllefs  is  a  very  fatiguing,  was  alfo  a  very  unprofitable 
and  unneceilary  piece  of  fervice,  than  which,  I  think, 
there  never  was  any  thing  more  manifeftly  falfe.  It  is 
not  only,  when  executed  with  fidelity,  of  great  immedi- 
ate life,  in  itfelf,  but,  by  giving'  a  minifter  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  people,  enables  him  to  perform  every 
cither  part  of  his  work  with  the  greater  propriety  and  fuc- 
cefs.  A  minifter  ought  to  be  like  a  fervant,  wholly  at 
his  matter's  difpolal,  who  has  no  choice  as  to  his  work, 
but  is  ready  to  obey  what  God,  in  his  Providence,  fhall 
fee  fit:  to  command  him. 

I  joined  worldlinefs  with  floth,  hecimfc  they  are  near  of 
kin,  and  commonly  co-operate  one  with  another.  It  is 
not  my  intention,  in  tiny  part  of  this  reafoning,  to  point 
6ut  thofe  who  arc  wholly  unfaithful,  and  mean  no  more 
but  to  ihear  the  fleece,  without  caring  for  the  flock;  but 
tolhewhow  thofe  iinful  difpoiitions,  which,  in  part,  take 
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place  in  every  one  of  us,  if  they  be  fuffered  to  gather 
ftrength,  may  obftruft  us  in  our  duty.  Too  many  world- 
ly cares,  or  too  much  indulgence  of  worldly  pieafure,* 
muft  be  a  very  dangerous  temptation  to  thofe  who  are  in- 
truded with  the  care  of  fouls.  The  apoftle  Paul  fays  of 
Ijimfelf,  that  he  was  "  feparated  to  the  gofpel  of  God,"  fo 
is  every  minifter  of  Ghrift.,  A  prudent  attention  to  his 
neceffary  provifion,  indeed,  and  ordering  his  affairs  with 
/difcretion,  is  not  only  lawful,  but  highly  ufeful  and  ex* 
pedient;  as  it  frees  him  from  anxiety,  and  gives  him 
greater  liberty  of  mind  for  profecuting  the  ends  of  his  call- 
ing. But  for  one,  appointed  to  labor  in  holy  things,  to 
be  either  fordidly  covetous,  or  from  interefted  ambitious 
views  to  follow  worldly  occupations,  is  certainly  either  a 
facrilegious  breach  of  truft,  or  an  unreasonable  and  offen- 
five  diftruft  of  God. 

2.  Another  very  great  difficulty,  which  often  lies  in 
the  way  of  a  minifter,  arifes  from  the  prejudices  of  his 
people.  It  would  be  idle  to  fuppofe,  that  ever  we  ftiali 
find  a  people,  among  whom  there  are  no  mifiaken  notions, 
or  unjuft  prepoffeffions,  which  it  is  our  duty,  with  pru- 
dence, but  at  the  fame  time  with  honefly,  to  withftand. 
As  no  congregation  can  expeft  to  meet  with  a  perfect  mi- 
nifter; fo  no  minifter  fhould  expe&to  meet  with  a  fault- 
lefs  congregation.  If  there  were  any  fuch,  there  would 
be  little  need  of  a  minifter  at  all.  You  are  to  obferve, 
that  I  do  not  here  chiefly  intend  that  bias  and  propenfity 
to  fin,  which  is  natural  to  us  all,  which  reigns  in  the  wick- 
ed, and  ftruggles  for  indulgence  in  the  good ;  and  which, 
therefore,  calls  for  "  doftrine,  reproof,  and  correction, 
44  and  inftruftion,  in  rightcoufnefs."  Though  I  muft  ob- 
ferve, that  even  with  regard  to  this,  when  any  fin  is  com- 
mon and  prevalent  in  a  place,  when  it  has  long  kept  pot 
jfeffion,  and  has  been  generally  overlooked ;  if  a  minifter 
fees  it  his  duty  to  reprove  it  with  feverity,  and  efpecially  if 
he  will  not  tolerate  it  without  cenfure,  he  may  expeft  no 
Jittle  difficulty  and  oppofition.  There  are  many  who  will 
complain  of  him  as  too  rigid,  and  impute  to  ill-nature, 
and  indifcretion,  what  arifes  from  the  di&ates  of  confei- 
jrnce,  and  a  fenfe  of  duty.     By  bearing  open  teftiinony 
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agamfl  the  introduction  of  faftuonable  amufemenf:;, 
conformity  to  the  world,  he  will  often  incur  not  only  li 
hatred  of  the  profligate,  but  the  difapprobaiiou  of  tho; 
prudent  com  pliers,  who  are  at  once  afhamed  to  approve 
and  unwilling  to  oppofe  any  fmful  relaxation. 

But  what  I  had  chiefly  in  view,  was,  to  mention  thefe 
prejudices  that  may  prevail,  with  regard  to  religion;  an?* 
which  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  a  minifter  may  be  un 
der  a  neceflity  not  only  of  refufing  to  comply  with,  but 
oppofing  in  the*rno(l  direft  and  pofitive  manner.  If  any 
error  or  miitake,  of  confluence,  prevail,  either  among 
his  people  in  general,  or  any  part  of  thctn,  either  among 
the  high  or  the  low,  the  learned  or  the  vulgar,  he  muft  en* 
deavor  todeilroy  it.  There  may  be  indeed  prejudices  of 
fo  trifling  a  nature,  that,  though  he  will  never  approve 
them,  it  is  better  entirely  to  overlook  them;  or  in  tilings 
that  are  merely  indifferent,  though  unneceflary,  according 
to  the  apollolic  example,  of"  becoming  all  things  to  all 
44  men,"  it  may  be  his  duty  fometimes  to  comply  with 
them.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  any  thing  that  aflfedts 
the  fubftance  of  religion,  as  to  all  which,  if  he  attempt  to 
pleafe  men,  he  is  not  the  fervant  of  Chrift.  Now,  how 
great  a  difficulty  mult  often  arife  from  fuch  circumftan- 
ces  ?  he  is  unwilling  to  lofe  his  place  in  the  efteem  and  af- 
fection of  his  people,  in  general,  but  efpecially  of  thofe 
whom  he  reckons  to  be  the  difciples  and  friends  of  Chrift. 
Yet  this  he  muft  fometimes  forfeit  for  a  feafon,  unlefs  he 
will  fin  againft  God,  and  thereby  deftroy  his  own  peace. 
The  belt  way  for  a  minifter  to  fupport  himfelf,  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  is,  to  remember,  that  as  to  his  integrity  before 
God,  and  the  comfort  of  his  own  mind,  the  lefs  regard  he 
pays  to  the  judgment  of  men,  fo  much  the  better ;  if  God 
be  for  him,  it  fignifies  little  who  be  againlt  him.  And  as 
to  his  ufefulnefs,  he  may  fafely  commit  it  to  God  in  his 
providence,  who  will  certainly  take  care  of  it.  Since  be 
will  not  have  it  preferyed  by  fmful  compliance,  he  can  ea- 
fily  rcltore  it  alter  it  hath  been  a  ihort  time  fufpended,  for 
confeientious  oppoiition.  The  truth  is,  an  unfteady  per* 
fon,  ihaken  by  the  breath  of  popular  opinion,  is  unworthy 
of  filling  the  iiation  of  a  minifter  of  Chrift.     As  he  fhould 
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not  be  terrified  by  the  threatenings  of  the  great,  neither 
fhould  he  be  overcome  by  the  clamors  of  the  multitude* 
And.  if  neither  humor  nor  intere(l,but  confeience,  has  in- 
deed been  his  guide,  he  may  reft  aflured  that  God,  infi- 
nitely wife,  will  "  bring  forth  his  righteoufnefs  as  the 
u  light,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon  day." 

My  brethren,  I  thank  God,  that  I  fpeak  this  from  a  con* 
viftion  of  the  general  truth,  more  than  from  having  fuffer- 
ed  much  in  this  refpeQ;  in  my  own  expense.  I  fhall 
mention  to  you,  however,  one  example,  "that  I  may  illuf- 
trate  the  remark,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  further  difcharge 
my  own  duty.  It  hath  always  feemed  to  me  of  great  mo- 
ment, to  preferve  juft  views  of  the  facraments,  which  are 
the  feals  of  God's  covenant,  and  the  appointed  means  of ' 
the  confirmation  and  comfort  of  his  own  pteople.  Without 
mentioning,  however,  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper, 
I  have  found  the  greatefl  difficulty  in  preferving  the  facra- 
ment of  baptifm  from  profanation,  and  from  that  compara- 
tive difregard,  under  which  it  now  lieth.  This  arifes  not 
only  from  the  laxnefs  of  difcipline  in  general,  but  from 
fome  miftakes  and  prejudices  on  the  fubjeft  of  religion. 
It  appears  to  me  a  thing  undeniable,  that  both  facraments 
are  the  feals  of  the  fame  covenant,  require  the  fame  terms 
of  admiffion,  and  operate  to  the  benefit  of  the  receivers 
upon  the  very  fame  principles ;  that  is  to  fay,  according 
to  the  excellent  words  of  our  Catechifm,  "  Not  from  any 
**  virtue  in  them,  or  in  him  that  doth  adminifter  them,  but 
4i  only  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  and  the  working  of  his  Spi- 
"  rit  in  them  that  by  faith  receive  them."  The  only  dif- 
ference i$,  that,  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  every  believer  afts 
for.himfelf  perlbnally;  in  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  when 
adminiflcred  to  infants,  the  parent  a£ts  as  a  representative?, 
and  fponfor  for  his  feed.  None,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  baptifm,  more  than  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  who 
have  not  a  credible  profeflion  of  faith  in  Chrift,  and,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  or  rather  the  judgment  of  men,  may 
be  fuppofed  real  Chriftians.  Yet,  is  it  not  certain,  that 
many,  who  are  juftly  excluded  from  the  Lord's  table,  and 
fome  who  never  afked  admiffion  to  it,  do  infill  on  prefent- 
kig  their  children  to  baptifm,  and  are  pleaded  for  by  not  a 
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few  of  better  character,  who  cry  out  againft  the  refill 
as  an  injury  to  the  child,  be  fides  other  bad  confequences 

fometimes  pretended  I 

The  chief  coni plaint  is,  that  it  is  a  pity  the  child  fhoulcl 
fuffer  for  the  fault  of  the  lather*  This  is  the  very  error 
and  prejudice  in  religion,  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  op- 
pole-  It  arifes  from  a  remaining  degree  of  Popifb  fuper- 
Jlition,  to  look  upon  the  facramenls  as  fpells,  or  charms, 
which  hav^bme  effeft  independent  of  the  exercife  of  faith 
in  the  receiver.  The  facraments,  my  brethren,  are  not 
grace,  but  the  means  of  it ;  they  are  not  faith,  but  are  ap- 
pointed for  the  confirmation  and  growth  of  it.  They  be- 
long to  believers  alone.  They  are  feals  of  God*s  co- 
venant ;  but  they  cannot  fea)  that  which  was  never  made. 
It  is  jufl  as  if  a  man,  who  wanted  to  make  a  purchafe  from 
ine,  whole  terms  1  had  utterly  rejected,  and  refufed  to 
give  him  my  poffeffion,  (hould,  notwith {landing,  perGft  in 
writing  out  his  contract,  and  figningit.  Would  this  be  of 
any  dlect  ?  A  contract  is  a  fure  title  to  the  bargain,  where 
the  confent  of  both  parties  is  afcertained  ;  but  where  one 
ofthefe  is  wanting,  it  is  abfolutely  void,  and  of  no  effect. 
Infants  cannot  receive  the  facraments,  by  exercifing  faith 
themielves;  they  have  no  right  to  receive  the  fign  at  all, 
but  as  they  are  the  feed  of  believing  parents  by  profeflion; 
Neither  do  they  receive  any  real  benefit  from  it,  but  when 
they  are  the  feed  o(  thofe  who  believe  fmccrcly.  If  it  be 
allowed,  that  an  unbeliever,  who  receives  the  bread  and 
wins  at  the  Lord's  table,  receives  no  benefit  to  his  own 
foul,  how  can  it  be  imagined,  orfuppofed,  that  an  unbe- 
lieving parent,  inbaptifm,  can  firfl  receive,  and  then  con- 
vey benefit  to  his  new  born  child  ?  His  coming  there  at 
all,  in  fuch  a  Rate,  is  a  prefumptuous  profanation  of  a  holy 
inilitution.  Now,  though  I  can  conceive  eafily,  and  do 
believe  firmly,  that  many  bleiling  are  conveyed  to  chil- 
dren by  an  ad  of  duty  in  their  parents,  I  can  neither  con- 
ceive nor  believe,  that  they  can  receive  any  advantage 
Irom  an  act  of  profanity  and  difobtdience. 

The  children  of  wicked  parents,  then,  can  receive  no 
benefit  by  baptifm,  but  what  they  would  have  whether 
they  were  baptised  or  not,  viz.  that  they  are  brought  up 
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among    profefling  Chriftians,  and  by  that  means  have 
fpme  opportunities  of  knowing  the  truths  of  the  gofpel. 
And  I  cannot  help  thinking,  it  would,  in  the  courfe  of 
providence,  be  an  inducement  to  them  to  attend  more 
ferioufly  to  what  they  are  taught,  if  they  confidered  them* 
felves  as  no  members  of  the  vifible  church,  till  they  un- 
derflood  the  terms  of  admiffion,  and  defired  it  as  their 
own  choice.     The  cafe  is  very  different  with  the  chil- 
dren of  real  believers  5  they  have  a  right  to  all  the  promifes 
that  are  made  to  the  feed  of  believers,  as  fuch,  by  that  God 
who  "  fheweth  mercy  to  thoufands  of  generations  of  them. 
"  that  keep  his  commandments."     Some,  I  believe  ma- 
ny, think  that  they  are  doing  honor  to  the  facrament  of 
baptifm,  by  reprefenting  the  rite  itfelfas  of  fo  great  necef-' 
fity  ;  but  it  is  precilely  that  fort  of  honor  that  the  Papi(ls< 
do  to  it,  by  caufing  midwives  and  phyficians  inflantly  to- 
baptize  the  children  that  are  in  a  weak  Hate,  or  by  run-: 
ning  to  the  beds  of  the  fick,  with  a  little  of  the  confecrated 
wafer,  and  putting  it  in  the  mouth  of  a  perfon  either 
wholly  infenfible,  or,  perhaps,  alteady  dead.     Our  fa-' 
thers,  in  the  purer  times  of  this  church,  whofe  inftitutions 
and  pradlife,  the  longer  I  live,  I  do  the  morfcefteem  and- 
revere,  in  the  moflabfolute  manner,  prohibited  all  private 
baptifm.     Their  great  reafon  for  this  was  to  prevent  the 
very  abufe  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  viz.  the  fuperftitiou* 
notion  of  the  neceffity  of  the  outward  rite  to  falvation,* 
without  a  due  attention  to  the  manner  of  receiving  it.' 
And,  indeed,  it  was  their  only  reafon ;  for  they,  who  were- 
fo  great  enemies  to  the  confecration  of  places,  and  the  ho- 
linefs  of  (lones  or  timber,  could  never  think  that  baptifm, 
adminiltered  according  to  Chrift's  appointment,  was  in- 
valid for  being  done  in  a  private  houfe*  and  not  in  a  church,* 
or  in  the  prefence  of  a  fmall,  rather  than  a  numerous  af- 
fcmbly.  v 

Thefe  things,  \g  brethren,  which  I  have  often  menti- 
oned occafionally,  I  have  now  repeated,  and  will  add  to ' 
them,  that  I  think  there  is  fomething  very  incongruous,  at' 
lealt  unfuitable,  in  admitting  any  parent  to  prefent  his 
child  in  baptifm,  .whatever  be  his  chara&er  in  other  re-' 
fpe&s,  who  has  never  ajked  admiflion  to  theXord's  table. 
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Confider,  that  in  the  adm inifl ration  of  baptifm,  the  pare 
is  conftantly  taken  bound  to  command  his  children,  fo  Toon 
as  they  come  to  years,  to  renew  their  baptifnul  engagement 
in  their  own  perfons.  Now,  what  confiftency  is  there,  in 
allowing  a  man  Lo  pledge  his  faith  folemnly  to  God  and  his 
church,  that  he  will  command  his  child  to  do  that  which  he 
habitually  neglefts  to  do  htmfelf.  The  pretence  of  feart 
and  unprepared nefs  for  the  LonPs  table,  is  a  condemna- 
tion of  thofe  who  offer  it,  becaufe  it  fhews,  that  they  fup- 
pofe  the  one  facrament  requires  a  different  character  or 
eafier  terms  of  admiflion  than  the  other.  After  all,  the 
above  prejudices  feem  to  me  fo  deeply  rooted  with  many, 
that  they  will  not  probably  be  foon  dellroyed  ;  but  1  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  minifter,  in  that,  and  all  fuch  cafes* 
to  fpeak  his  mind  plainly,  and,  to  the  tit  mod  of  his  power* 
to  aft  confidently  and  uniformly,  though  he  fliould  Aifier 
by  the  llanders  both  of  the  ignorant  and  profane. 

3.  The  lafl  difficulty  which  I  fliall  mention,  as  lying  in 
the  way  of  minifters,  is  the  oppofition  of  their  enemies. 
No  faithful  minifter  can  expedt  to  be  without  enemies. 
In  a  private  character,  and  retired  way  of  life,  a  man 
may,  by  very  great  prudence,  and  particularly  by  filence 
and  forbearance,  .in  r.  great  meafure,  efcape  the  re  fen  t- 
rnent  or  injuries  of  violent  men.  And  to  be  as  little  em- 
broiled with  others  as  poflible,  is  both  our  interefl  and  our 
duty.  u  It  it  be  poflible,"  fays  the  Apolile,  u  and  as  much 
"  as  in  you  lietii,  live  peaceably  with  all  men."  But  it  is 
certain,  from  long  and  invariable  experience,  that  there  is 
fuch  enmity  and  rancor  in  the  hearts  of  wicked  men 
again  It  all  who  are  in  good  earneft  about  religion,  that 
they  may  lay  their  account  with  continual  oppofition,  and 
continual  (lander.  This  our  Saviour  teaches  his  difciples 
to  expect,  and  fhews  them,  that  it  is  the  neceflary  confe- 
quence  of  their  relation  to  him,  John,  xv.  18,  19,  20,  21. 
iv  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it 
u  hated  you.  li  yc  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love 
<c  his  own  ;  but,  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have 
4t  chefen  yououtof  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you. 
"  Remember  the  word  that  I  laid  unto  you,  The  fervant 
"  is  not  greater  than  the  Lord.     If  they  have  perfecuted 
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*'  me,  they  will  alfo  perfecute  you.  If  they  have  kept  my 
"  faying,  they  will  keep  your's  alfo.  But  all  thefe  things 
"  will  they  do  unto  you  for  my  name's  fake,  becaufe  they 
"  know  not  him  that  fent  me."— The  apoftle  Paul  alfo 
bears  his  teftimony  to  the  fame  truth,  2  Tim.  iii.  12. 
*c  Yea,  and  all  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefijs,  fhall 
*l  fuffer'perfecution." 

But,  if  wicked  men  are  injurious  to  the  children  of 
God  in  general,  their  malice  muft  be  particularly  whetted 
;againft  a  minifter,  fo  far  as  he  does  His  duty.  He  is  placed 
in  a  public  ftation,  and  is  obliged  to  be  aftive  in  his 
Matter's  caufe.  Time-fervirfg  or  neutrality,  as  to  the  al- 
tered of  religion,  is  commendable  in  none,  but  it  is  un- 
pardonable in  him.  He  muft  bear  teftimony  openly  and 
refolutely  againft  vice  and  wickednefs.  And  reproof, 
when  administered  with  feverity,  is  certain  of  making  ei- 
ther a  friend  or  an  enemy.  A  faithful  minifter  will  not 
iuffer  Satan's  kingdom  to  be  at  peace  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
no  wonder,  that,  when  they  are  gnawing  their  tongues 
with  pain,  they  fhould  pour  out  their  venom  againft  him, 
who  gives  them  fo  much  difturbance.  The  effedk  of  re- 
proof, in  kindling  the  rage  and  malice  of  the  guilty,  was 
never  better  defcribed  than  in  the  account  of  the  trial  and 
martyrdom  of  Stephen,  particularly  Afts  vii.  54.  u  When 
"  they  heard  thefe  things,  they  were  cut  to  the  heart,  an4 
"  they  gnafhed  on  him  with  their  teeth." 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  the  enmity  andoppofi- 
tion  of  wicked  men  to  the  truth  may  prove  a  temptation 
to  a  minifter  :  a  few  of  which  I  fhall  mention,  as  I  hope 
the  diftinft  knowledge  of  them  may  be  profitable  to  you 
in  the  way  of  caution  :  jft,  As  one  of  their  chief  weapons 
is  contempt  and  derifion,  he  may  be  in  danger  of  conceal- 
ing or  perverting  truth,  in  fome  degree,  in  order  to  avoid 
it.  When  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  was  firft  publifhed,  the 
dodtrine  of  the  crofs,  we  are  told,  was  "  to  the  Jews  a 
"  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs."  The 
fame  truth,  in  its  fimplieity,  is  ftill  treated  with  fcorn  by 
profane  and  worldly  men.  AH  that  relates  to  it  is  con- 
sidered as  weaknefs  and  abfurdity ;  and  the  minifter,  who 
infills  upon  it,  muft  lofe  hischaratter  with  many  forc^pz^ 
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city  and  judgment.     Is  not  this  known  to  be  true  in  daily 
experience  ?  Are  not  fuch  immediately  fligmatized   as 
weak  and  babbling  creatures  ?  Now,  it  is  not  altogether 
an  eaty  facrifice  for  a  minifies  to  be  indifferent  as   to  the 
opinion  formed  of  his  parts  and  fufficiency,  to  watt  till 
time  ftiall  do  him  juftice,  or  to  be  altogether  unconcerned 
whether  it  ever  do  him  jullice  or  not*     It  is  no  trilling 
thing  to  become  a  foal  in  the  eye  of  the  world  Jar  Cbrisfs 
sake^  and  not  to  be  ashamed  of  bis  crass*     It  may  make 
many  avoid  fuch  fubjefts,  at  lead,  more  than  they  ought, 
or,  perhaps,  attempt  to  give  them  a  polite  or  modi  ill  drefs, 
which,  of  all  others,  is  the  mo!t  unfuiubSe  to  them  ;   or  it 
may  make  others  go  10  the  oppofite  extreme^  who,  be* 
caufe  they  find  that  fuch  truths  will  be  del  piled,  are  at  no 
pains  to  avoid  adding  to  the  offence,  by  a  filly  and  con- 
temptible, or  a  crude  and  indigeiled  manner  of  handling 
them-     1  know  not,  indeed,  a  more  difficult  thing,  nor 
do  I  know  anything  more   noble  in  a  minifler.,  than  to 
"  ceafe  from  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  noftrils,"   to  be 
truly  fuperior  to  the  applaufe  or  cenfure  of  either  one  clafs 
or  another  of  his  hearers,  and   therefore  to  avoid  a  vain 
difplay  of  human  art ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  God,  and  veneration  lor  his  truths,  to  be  at  all 
due  pains  to  treat  them  properly,  h  as  they-  may  appear 
with  light  and  evidence  to  the  underftanding,  and  come 
home  with  force  upon  the  confeience.     Such  a  man   will 
bring  forth  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel  in  their  own  un- 
adorned majefly  and  native  fimpiicity ;  he  will  not  con- 
lider  himfelfas  preaching  before  his  hearers  as  critics  ; 
for  what  are  they  to  him  in  this  view  ?  but  he  will  confi- 
der  himfelfas  preaching /0  them  as  fmhers,  and   pleading 
with  them  as  immortal  creatures,  tottering  upon  the  very 
brink  of  eternal  perdition. 

2dly.  The  oppofition  of  enemies  may  tempt  men  of  lit- 
tie  courage  to  finful  filence  for  their  own  quiet.  When 
vice  is  prevalent,  it  is  alfo  commonly  inlolentand  refent- 
ful.  Now,  the  hatred  or  ill-will  of  no  peribn  isdefireable  ; 
and  there  are  a  thoufand  ways  in  whicfj  any  peribn  of  a 
revengeful  fpirit  may  be.  hurtful.  There  are  alio  very 
few  fo  unconne&ed,  but  that  they  have  many  friends, 
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whofe  hatred  is  to  be  encountered  as  well  as  their  own. 
The  influence  of  this  is  but  too  much  feen  in  every  place. 
Offenders  are  often  fcreened  from  reproof  or  cenfuref 
through  fear  of  provoking  them  or  their  relations.  Nei? 
ther  is  it  at  all  difficult  to  find  palliating  arguments,  drawn 
from  prudence,  or  other  confutations,  to  make  us  think 
it  is  neceflary  to  forbear.  I  believe  this  is  very  much  the 
fault  of  the  prefent  age,  and  the  greater  and  more  genera} 
the  relaxation  of  difcipline  in  any  age  or  place,  the  more 
difficult  and  dangerous  it  is  for  any  one  to  ftep  forth  and 
affert  its  dignity  and  obligation.  And  yet  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  the  great  excellence  of  difcipline,  is  i{s  impar- 
tiality, not  to  refpedl  perfons  in  judgment.  How  can  w^ 
defend  ourfelves,  if  we  make,  one  law  for  one,  and  ano- 
ther for  another ;  if  we  cenfure  the  finall,  and  forgive  the 
^rcat  ? 

.  3dly.  Minifters  of  weak  minds  may  be  apt  to  fink  urn 
def  the  oppofition  of  the  wicked.  It  is  faid  of  Lot,  dwell- 
ing in  Sodom,  that  he  was,  2  Peter  ii.  7,  $.  u — Vexed 
4i  with  the  filthy  converfation  of  the  wicked ;  for  that 
?4  righteous  nqan  dwelling  among  them,  in  feeing  and 
44  hearing,  vexed  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day  with 
44  their  unlawful  deeds."  It  certainly  needs  no  fmall 
meafqre  of  fortitude  and  holy  refolution,  to  perfift  in  the 
difcharge  of  our  duty,  nptwithftanding  the  obftinacy  of 
fmners,  and  to  feek  pur  comfort,  under  continual  obloquy, 
from  the  approbation  of  him,  that  judgeth  righteoufly, 
•At  the  fame  time,  I  mud  fay,  that  the  friendfhipof  wick* 
cd  men  is  much  more  dangerous  than  their  enmity  ;  for 
the  fir  it  brings  with  it  the  danger  of  fedu&ipn,  and  the 
hit  only  expofes  us  to  fuffering,  which,  though  itfelf  is  a 
fpecies  of  temptation,  as  I  (hall  immediately  (hew,  is 
much  iefs  powerful  than  the  other. 

4thly.  The  oppofition  of  wicked  men  may  prove  a  temp, 
tation,  as  it  may  bring  forth  the  remains  of  corruption 
that  are  in  the  hearts  of  good  men,  and  make  them  fid, 
by  imprudence  or  paflion,  if  not  by  refentment.  I  have 
no  where  fuppqfed  that  minifters  are  faultlefs  in  their  con- 
duct; they  may,  no  doubt,  err  confiderably  in  many 
rircumftances,  even  when  their  intention,  upon  the  whole, 
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is  jufl  and  laudable*  We  fee  many  examples  of  great 
im prudence,  which  we  nsed  not  wonder  at,  when  we 
confider  the  difficulties  with  which  they  are  every  where 
fat-rounded,  and  the  enemies  that  watt  for  their  halting 
If  we  confider  that  Mofes,  the  meckeft  man  on  earth, 
fpoke  unadvifedly  with  his  lips  upon  great  provocation* 
we  (hall  perceive  it  is  but  a  part  of  the  weaknefs  ^f  huma* 
nity,  when  we  fee  others  Ml  into  the  lame  ft  tare.  But, 
as  to  lafting  reientment,  he  defermh  not  the  name  of  a 
Chriilian,  much  lefs  of  a  minifler,  who  will  continue  to 
harbor  it  in  his  breaft  ;  he  mull  Jove  his  enemies  ;  he  niufl 
blefs  them  that  curfe  him,  and  pray  for  them  that  defpitc- 
fully  ufe  him,  and  perfecute  him.  This  is  not  merely  a 
thing  amiable  and  excellent,  but  of  the  mod  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity;  for  our  Saviour  fays  exprelsiy,  M  If  ye  forgive  not 
^  men  their  trefpalTes,  neither  will  your  heavenly  Father 
*'  forgive  you  your  trefpafTes.*'  And,  bleflcd  be  God, 
there  fa  nothing  difficult  or  btirdcnfome  in  this  part  if  a 
Chriltian's  duty.  There  is  no  fuch  victory  over  evil,  as 
overcoming  it  with  good.  There  is  no  fuch  confolation 
under  the  injuries  of  iinners,  as  requiting  them  by  prayer. 
It  compofeth  the  fpirit;  it  purifieth  the  heart,  and  autho- 
rizes the  believer  to  put  his  trull  in  God,  and  fay  with  the 
Pfalmiii,  Pfal.  xxvii,  i.  "  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my 
ic  falvation,  whom  lhall  I  fear  ?  the  Lord  is  the  ftrength 
ic  of  my  life,  of  whom  fliall  I  be  afraid  ?" 

III.  I  proceed  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome 
practical  improvement  of  this  fubjedt ;  particularly,  by 
giving  you  my  parting  advices  in  the  fpirit  of  this  paflage, 
and  to  the  belt  of  my  judgment,  in  a  manner  fuited  to 
your  fituation.     But,  before  I  do  this,  in  the 

lit  Place,  Let  me  befeech  every  (inner  in  this  aflemblv, 
to  hearken  to  the  me  11  ape  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  believe  in 
the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  "that,  believing,  they  may 
41  have  life  through  his  name."  This  is  the  fubftance  of 
the  counsel  oj  God,  "  that  Chrift  died  on  the  crofs  to  fave 
41  finners,  and  that  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other." 
You  are  [>Ure.l  who  hear  the  joyful  found,  but  infinitely 
more  bieiiUi,  ii^ou  lay  it  to  heart,  and,  renouncing  every 
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Other  claim,  reft  your  dependance  upon  this  Saviour* 
What  ignorance  doth  it  (hew,  if^you  truft  in  yourfelves* 
that  you  are  righteous  ?  Will  you  be  able  to  ftand  before 
God  in  judgment  ?  It  is  to  him  you  mud  anfwer,  and 
from  him  you  muft  receive  your  fentence.  You  may 
eafily,  indeed,  ftifle  thefe  refledlions  for  a  time,  and  bury 
every  apprehenfion,  in  the  hurry  of  worldly  bufinefs,  or  the 
intoxication  of  worldly  pleafure  ;  but  all  thefe  things  are 
coming  quickly  to  an  end.  After  a  few  more  turns  in 
this  vain  world,  the  body  muft  be  laid  in  the  duft,  and 
the  fpirit  muft  go  to  its  own  place ;  that  is  to  fay,  either1 
the  manfions  of  glory,  or  the  place  of  torment.  I  fay  thefe 
things  to  you,  my  brethren,  with  all  plainnefs.  They 
need  no  additional  force  of  language  to  give  them  weight. 
It  is  an  amazing  proof  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  that  we 
are  ever  able  to  forget  them.  It  is  wonderful,  indeed* 
that  finners  are  able  to  deep  in  quiet,  and  to  indulge 
themfelves  in  worldly  pleafure,  while  they  are  fufpended 
by  nothing  but  the  frail  thread  of  life  over  the  bottomlefe 
pit.  'Gladly  would  I  make  ufe  of  every  circumftance  that 
€ould  have  any  effedt  in  carrying  home  thefe  truths  upon 
the  confciences  of  all  here  prefent. 

If  that  of  my  being  now  fpeaking  to  you,  for  the  laft 
time,  in  all  probability,  while  in  the  body,  can  be  of  any 
ufe,  I  pray,  let  it  not  be  forgotten.  But  is  it  not  ftrangef 
that  a  circumftance  of  this  nature  fhould  excite  fo  much 
curiolity  and  attention,  arid  things  that  happen  every  day, 
of  the  fame  or  a  like  nature,  fhould  be  fo  little  improved  ? 
It  is  not,  indeed,  every  day  that  a  minilter  is  removed 
from  his  charge  ;  but  there  are  not  many  days,  in  which 
fome  of  his  people  are  not  removed  from  this  ftate  of  trial. 
Many  are  hearing  a  farewell  fermon,  though  not  to  the  mi- 
nilter, yet  to  themfelves,  when  they  little  think  of  it.  I 
would,  therefore,  carneftly  befeech  all  who  are,  or  have 
reafon  to  fufpedl  themfelves  to  be  in  an  unreconciled  ftate, 
to  turn  from  their  tranfgreflions,  that  they  may  live  ;  to  lay 
hold  of  the  mercy  of  God  through  Chrift,  for  their  pardon  ; 
and  live,  by  faith,  on  his  promifed  ftrength,  for  their  fanc- 
tification. 
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idly,  Notwithftanding  this  general  addrefs,  I   have 
few  words  to  fay  to  the  loofe  and  profligate,     I  am  forrr 
to  think,  that,  in  a  place  like  this*  of  no  very  great  extent, 
there  fhould  be  fo  many   daring  tinners,  wlio  let   every 
thing  facred  at  defiance.     It  hath  been  obferved,  and  I  be- 
lieve with  truth*  that  the  profane  among  us  carry  it  with  a 
greater  degree  of  hardinels  and  infolence,  than  in   places 
of  in  peri  or  note,  and  where,  probably »  they  are  in  much 
greater  numbers.     I  believe  it  may  be,  in  part,  owing  to 
tli is  circum fiance,  that  they  are  better  known  j   fo  that 
they  niu ft  either  be  open  profligates,  or  not  profligates  at 
all.     There  is  no  medium  ;  the  fhame   cannot  be  avoid* 
ed  :  and*  therefore,  it  muft  beovercome;  fincc  they  will 
not  be  retrained,  and  cannot  be  concealed,  it  lays   theni 
under  an  unhappy  necefliiy  of  keeping  profanity  in  coun* 
te nance*     Perhaps  alfo  another  reafon  may  be,  that,  not 
being  tied  by  any  principle  of  confeience,  they  are   alio 
ddlirute  of  that  fenfe  of  decency  which  has  a  considerable 
influence  on  the  outward  conduct  of  diofe  of  higher  rank. 
But,  whatever  be  the  reafon,  their  (late  is  to  be  pitied.  Let 
me  bcleech  all  fuch,  to  confider  the  terrible  effects  of  vice 
which  are  every  day  to  be  feen.     Remember,  I  pray  you, 
how  many  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  drunkennefs  and  luft  ! 
Can  you  fay  deliberately,  in  a  fober  moment,  that  there 
is  any  profit  in  your  choice  ?  Is  there  any  pleafure  in  re- 
flecting on   fcenes  of  riot   and  diffipation  ?     I  know  not 
whether  to  recal  to  your  memory  thofe  whom  death  haa 
taken  away,  or    point  out  to  your  obfervation  thofe    who 
are  iuffered  to  remain.     What    a  melancholy  fight  is   an 
old  worn-out  tinner,  w  ho  has  broken  his  conflitution,  taint- 
ed his  character,    nd  walled  his  fubltance  !  You  let  us  fee 
well  enough  in  what   manner  you   chufe  to    live  ;   but  I 
would  gladly  know  in  what  manner  you  chufe,  or  indeed, 
in  what  manner  you  expect  to  die.     You  cannot   live  al- 
ways.    Some  of  you  cannot  live  long.     Suppofe  you   had 
time  given  you  for  reflection  on  a  death  bed,  or  children 
to  whom  you  would  leave  a  few  words  of  advice.     Gould 
you  fay  to  them,  "  O  !   my  dear  children,  the  many  de- 
k%  Iightful  nights  that  I  have  fpent  in  roaring,  and  fwearing, 
"  and  obfecne  jelling!  O  the  delicious  hours  that  I  have 
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4*  fpent  in  brothels  among  harlots  !  It  gives  me  pleafure 
44  to  think  that  you  will  follow  fo  good  an  example,  and 
u  revive  the  memory  of  your  Father's  condudl.  Guard 
44  againft  every  thing  that  may  tempt  you  to  forfake  it* 
14  Beware  of  thofe  cunning  priefts  that  would  feduce  you 
44  to  religion  V9  Are  fuch  fentiments,  my  brethren,  to 
the  lad  degree,  infupportable  ?  Are  they  almoft  imprd. 
per  to  defer ibe  ?  What  then  muft  be  the  life  that  lays  an 
evident  foundation  for  them  ?  Why  are  you  fo  impatient 
of  the  reproofs  or  admonitions  of  thofe  who  bleed  inward* 
ly  for  your  folly  ?  It  is  not  inclination,  but  duty,  that 
prompts  us.  No  man  would  provoke  your  rage  and  vio- 
lence, if  he  could  avoid  it;  Think  then,  I  befeech  you* 
on  your  condition,  and  pray  that  God,  for  Chrift's  fake, 
may  grant  you  repentanee  unto  life.-*— The  wicked 
having  received  warning, 

I  muft  now  endeavor  to  execute  what  I  chiefly  intend- 
ed in  the  clofe  of  this  difcourfe,  by  giving  you  fome  ad- 
.vices,  as  a  people  making  profeffion  of  faith  in  Ghrifty 
and  obedience  to  him.  They  will  all,  or  moft  of  them,, 
confilt  of  what  I  have  frequently  taken  notice  of  occafion- 
ally,  and  have  now  only  felefted  as  matters  of  general 
moment. 

1.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  do  your  utmoft  to  underftand 
the  gofpel  well ;  but  let  it  be  always  accompanied  with 
practice,  and  applied  to  promote  the  power  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  life.  I  would  have  your  tafte  exercifed  to  diicern  good 
and  evil.  Endeavor,  by  reading,  hearing,  and  medita- 
tion, and  you  may  add  mutual  converfe,  to  underftand 
the  do&rine  of  falvation,  by  grace,  in  all  its  parts.  Learn 
to  know  the  meaning  of  fbrgivenefs  being  free,  viz.  that 
the  Tinner  is  juftly  liable  to  wrath ;  thit  Chrift  hath  pur- 
chafed,  and  God,  of  his  infinite,  unmerited  mercy,  has 
offered  a  full  pardon  to  the  chief  of  finners,  and  grace  to 
form  them  for  his  own  fervice  j  that  it  is  their  duty  to  ac- 
cept of  it ;  that  it  is  their  intereft  to  rely  upon  it ;  and  that 
it  is  at  their  peril  if  they  defpife  it.  That  for  a  (inner  ta 
think  he  muft  firft  do  fome  things  that  are  good,  in  order 
to  found  his  title  to  this  very  mercy,  is  injurious  to  the 
riches  of  divine  grace,  and  the  way  to  retard,  if  not  to 
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prevent  his  reformation.     The  renewing  of  his  nature  is 
a  part  of  Chrift's  purchafe  ;  and,  therefore,  not  ti*  be  prr* 
formed  by  him  as  a  condition,  but  accepted  as  a  promife  ; 
nor  does  he  truly  receive  Chrift  for  falvation,  unlefs  he  re- 
ceive and  fubmit  to  him  in  all  the  charaQers  with  which 
he  is  inverted,  as  fent  of  God,  viz.  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 
King.  -  Holinefs,  or  new  obedience,  is  the  fruit  of  feiih. 
A  real  believer  keeps  the  commandments  of  God  by  the 
ftrength  of  that  grace  that  is  treafured  up  in  ChrUl,  and 
watchfully  obferves  his  temper  and  practice,  as  the  evi- 
dence of  his  change,  and  tending  to  fhew  that  he  is  indeed 
an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.     To  have  evan* 
gelical  principles,  is,  by  no  means,  to  negleft   the  com- 
mandments of  God  ;  but  to  deny  our  own  rightcoufnefs 
and  ftrength,  and  obey,  without  glorying  in  that  obedi- 
ence.    And  that  this  is  thejuft  and  fcriptural  view  of  the 
matter,  I  think,  is  undeniable,  on  this  fmgle  account* 
11  that  it  is  God  that  workelh  in  us  to  will,  and    to  do  of 
41  his  good  pleafure.M     If  every  thing  that  is  good  in  us  is 
the  work  of  God,   it  is  abfurd  to  reprefent  it  as  the  condi- 
tion of  his  favor;   for  it  is  the  effect  of  his  grace.      By  fet- 
ting  the   thing  in   this  light,  we  ihall  perceive,  that  the 
fre'Miefs   offalvation,  is  not,  in   the   lead  degree,  giving 
liberty  to  fin,  or  taking  away  the  neceflky  of  holinefs.   Is 
it  not  juft  as  necefiary,  if  it  mult  be  received  as  a  gift,  as 
if  it  were  to  be  performed  as  a  condition  ?     Is  it  not  juit 
as  necefiary  when  incorporated  with  faith,  as  when  divi- 
ded from  it  ? 

This  fyflem  of  gofpel  truth,  my  brethren,  I  would 
have  you  to  underlland,  fo  as  both  to  difcern  and  difap- 
prove  what  '13  contrary  to  it ;  but  I  would  have  you  to 
underlland  it,  in  order  to  produce  union  with  God,  ha- 
bitual and  chearful  obedience  to  his  laws.  In  recom- 
mending the  connexion  between  faith  and  practice,  I 
mean  to  guard  you  againfl  two  things  diftant  from  one 
anodier.  The  one  is  habitual  untendernefs  of  conlcience. 
There  are  certainly  fome  who  are  either  real,  or  at  leaft 
pretended  friends  to  the  dotVine  of  the  gofpel,  on  whofe 
hearts  it  never  yet  hath  taken  hold.  They  plainly  and 
habitually  live  in  the  practice  of  fin,  and  therefore  arc  of 
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thofe  who  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufhefs.  I  am  indeed 
of  opinion,  -that  they  never  Had  any  other  than  a  cuftoma- 
ry  traditionary  belief.  They  are  found  becaufe  it  is  the 
mode  where  they  live  to  be  found,  and  not  from  any  in- 
ward perfonal  convi&ion.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are  a 
reproach  to  their  profeffion,  and  cannot  be  treated  with 
too  great  feverity,  by  thofe  who  wifli  well  to  the  gofpeL 

The  other  miftake  I  would  guard  you  againft  is,  a  fpe- 
culative  religion.  It  i$  good  to  be  well  inftrudted  in  doc- 
trinal truths ;  but  there  is  often  a  danger  of  going  too 
much  into  controverfy.  We  have  feen  many  inflance? 
of  ordinary  Chriftians,  who,  when  they  had  attained  a 
confiderable  degree  of  knowledge,  and  were  able  to  fpeak 
with  fulnefe  and  propriety,  on  religious  fujbje&s,  gave 
themfelves  up  to  a  litigious  and  wrangling  difppfition, 
which  was  foon  followed  by  a  barren,  and  fometimes  arjt 
offenfive  practice.  The  fame  thing  alfo  frequently  leads 
to  innumerable  little  parties  and  factions,  into  which 
Chriftians,  I  mean  real  Chriftians,  are  divided,  which 
very  much  hinder  their  own  profit,  and  grieve  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  are  one  with  them  in  Chrift.  Therefore  let 
it  be  your  care  to  apply  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  for  your 
own  fan&ification  and  comfort.  After  you  have  believed 
them,  be  ftil}  more  careful  to  live  upon  them,  than  ever* 
to  defend  tjhem.  Divifions  fliould  never  be  made  without 
abfolute  neceffity ;  and  when  they  are  made,  they  fhould 
be  as  foon  as  poffible  forgotten,  that  havipg  efcaped  fiqi 
we  may  apply  ourfelves  to  duty  ;  for  controverfy,  be  the 
fubject  what  it  will,  I  think,  is  not  very  favorable  to  the 
power  of  godlinefs. 

2.  Defire  a  faithful  minifter,  do  your  utmoft  to  obtain 
him ;  and  then  let  it  be  your  habitual  ftudy  to  profit  by  ' 
him.  You  have  reafon  to  be  very  thankful  that  your  fitu- 
ation,  in  providence,  is  fuch  as  you  may  expeft  a  minif- 
ter who  is  a  liearty  friend  to  the  gpfpel,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  one  who  is  agreeable  to  your  own  choice.  Let  me 
exhort  you,  as  far  as  you  are  consulted  in  that  matter,  to 
make  the  choice  with  much  calmnefs  and  prudence ;  to 
look  for  one,  not  only  found  in  his  principles,  but  of  tho- 
rough knowledge  and  capacity,  always  preferring  f©U4 
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before  fpecieus  parts,  After-having  made  the  choice, 
deavor  to  ftrengthen  his  hands,  and  encourage  his  he 
in  the  Lord,  by  a  careful  attendance  on  his  miniftry,  ar 
by  a  dutiful  fubmiffion  to  mllrufVion  and  reproof.  You 
ought  not  to  wifti  for  one  who  will  flitter  you,  nor  ought 
you  to  lay  fuch  a  temptation  in  a  mmifter's  way,  u  co 
fliew  that  you  are  pleated  with  being  flattered*  The  beft 
teftimony  that  you  can  give  to  a  minider  is,  to  learn  from 
him,  and  to  obey  him-  This  Is  infinitely  better  than  noU 
fy  praife  and  admiration,  according  to  the  excellent  re- 
mark of  bifhop  Burnet,  *  That  it  is  not  the  befl  fcrmon 
*  that  makes  the  hearers  go  away  talking  to  one  another, 
4  andpraXing  the  fpeaker ;  but  that  which  mnkes  them  j*n 
4  away  thoughtful  and  fcrious,  and  battening  to  be  alone/ 
His  a  minirter  any  evidently  profane  perfons  among  hi 
hearers;  if  he  cannot  preach  them  from  fin  to  GckJ, 
were  much  mors  for  his  credit  to  preach  foasthatth* 
are  not  able  to  hear  him,  but  flee  away  for  eafc  to  their 
confeience,  than  to  have  them  continue  in  wickednefs, 
and  yet  praife  him  every  day,  for  an  admirable  fpeaker, 
or  an  able  man. 

If  you  would  truly  profit  by  ordinances,  after  you  have 
a  fixed  patter,  I  think  it  is  of  moment  to  forget,  as  much 
as  poflible,  the  pcrlbns  of  men,  and  confider  them  as  no 
more  than  inflruments  in  the  hand  of  God,  for  your  daily 
initrudlion  and  comfort.  The  more  you  remember  the 
appointment  of  God,  and  wait  upon  his  ordinances,  in  the 
faah  of  his  prefenee,  and  the  expectation  of  his  blcfling, 
the  more  you  arc  likely  to  receive  both  fcnf.ble  and  lulling 
benefit.  I  mull  therefore  take  the  liberty  lo  oblerve,  that 
we  have  among!!  us  a  let  of  wandering  unfettled  hearers, 
who  run  about  from  one  congregation  to  another,  and 
even  from  one  profctuon  to  another,  and  are  fcarcely  ever 
to  be  feen  a  whole  day  in  one  place.  If  they  be  but  deli- 
berating where  to  fix,  we  may  fay  of  them,  that  they  are 
ever  learning,  and  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  But  the  probability  is,  that  they  have  itching  and 
curious  ears,  and  go  about  not  to  lerve  God,  but  to  hear 
men.  If  I  am  able,  at  all,  to  judge,  either  by  reflection 
or  obfervation,  thofe  are  moll  likely  to  profit,  who,  having 
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deliberately  made  their  choice*  fit  habitually  and  regularly 
under  one  minifler.  By  thefe  means  they  enter  into  his 
views;  and  as  he  will  naturally  endeavor,  if  any  thing 
was  wanting  at  one  time,  to  complete  his  fcheme  by  (ap- 
plying it  at  another,  they  will  thereby  have  a  more  comr 
prehenfiye  view  of  the  whole  counfel  of  God.  At  the  fame 
time,  not  having  the  charm  of  novelty  to  enchant  them, 
they  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  reap  inftruftion.  On 
the  other  hand,  by  hearing  feparate,  detached,  and  indc* 
pendent  difcourfes,  men  may  pleafe  their  fancy  more,  but 
they  will  improve  their  underftanding  lefs.  It  is  alfo 
plain,  that  as  every  minifter  will  endeavor,  not  only  to 
follow  an  order  in  his  difcourfes  on  one  fubjeft,  but  to 
have  a  refped^  to  the  connexion,  and  relation  of  the  fub- 
je&s  themfelves,  the  more  accurate  and  exaft  he  is,  in 
fuiting  one  part  to  the  illuftration  of  another,  the  lefe  he 
will  be  underllood  by  thefe  defultory  hearer*,  who  take 
only  a  fingle  branch,  without  being  able  to  perceive  its 
fubferviency  to  the  general  defign.  I  have  many  times 
known  exceptions  taken  at  minifters,  for  fome  parts  of 
a  difcourfe,  by  fuch  perfons,  when,  if  they  had  heard  the 
whole  upon  the  fame  pr  correfponding  fubjetts,  they  would 
have  perceived  there  was  no  place  for  their  objections. 
The  great  purpofe,  my  brethren,  of  a  ferious  and  judici- 
ous people,  in  attending  on  ordinances,  fhould  neither 
be  to  pleafe  themfelves,  nor  to  crittcife  their  teachers ;  but 
to  hear  the  word  of  God,  that  they  may  dp  it.  On  this 
account  it  is,  that  humble  and  regular  Chriftians  are  get- 
ting real  advantage  to  their  fouls,  while  fome  are  only 
watching  the  opinions,  or  others  only  palling  judgment 
pn  the  ability,  perhaps  no  more  than  the  ftyle,  and  out- 
ward  manner  of  the  fpeaker. 

3,  I  muft  give  you  another  advice,  as  a  profefling  peo- 
ple, tQ  guard  again  (I  the  introduction  of  a  worldly  fpirit. 
I  have  often  obferved  to  you,  that  every  fituation  a  perfon 
or  people  can  be  in  has  its  peculiar  temptations,  aswell 
as  trials.  This  place,  engaged  in  commerce  and  traf- 
fic, growing  in  numbers,  and  I  fuppofe  growing  in 
wealth,  is  in  great  danger  of  a  worldly  fpirit,  and  of  im- 
porting, if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  felhionable  vices,  inftead  of 
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Whoever  knows  anv  thing  o 


.     the  wbok  Counsel  of  God.  $$% 

faiticluary*  CJiriftians,  is  notthereftofthefabbath,  froirt 
worldly  cares  and  purfuits,  a';  confolation  to  your  own 
fouls,  as  well  as  a  happy  opportunity  of  doing  fer  vice  to 
the  fouls  of  others  ?  why  then  Will  you  fuffer  yourfelve* 
to  be  robbed  of  it,  by  the  impertinent  intruGons  of  idle  or 
ill  difpofed  perfons  ?  Let  your  houfes-  be  facred  on  that  dayy 
as  well  as  your  churches ;  and  endeavour  to  prepare  your 
minds,  and  thofe  others  members  of  your  families,  for,  aft 
eternal  fabbath  in  the  world  to  come.  This  leads  me,  irt 
the 

4th  Place,  to  exhort  you  to  be  careful  and  confclen- 
tious  in  family  government,  and  inftrufition.  How  inex- 
cufable  are  thofe  parents  and  matters,  who  fufler  their 
children  and  fervants  to  perifh  for  lack  of  knowledge  ? 
What  unfpeakablc  advantages  do  you  enjoy,  having  all 
the  force  of  natural  affe&ion,  as  well  as  natural  authority, 
to  give  your  inftrudtions  weight  ?  How  many  have  re* 
membered,  with  pious  gratitude,  through  a  whole  life,  the 
benefit  they  have  received  frrom  family  inftru&ion  and 
example  ?  I  know  I  fpeak  to  many  who  are  accountable 
to  God  for  this  mercy ;  how  fhall  you  anfwer  it  then,  if 
you  do  not  give  the  fame  advantage  to  your  own  families; 
And  how  fhall  they  anfwer  to  God,  think  you,  who  have 
banifhed  the  worfhip  of  God  from  the  families  in  which- 
they  found  it  ?  One  would  think,  the  lifelefs  walls  and 
furniture  of  your  chambers  might  be  awakening  monitors. 
There  is  the  greateft  mutual  influence  between  family  and- 
perfonal  religion.  Perfonal  religion  is  the  foundation  of- 
all  family  and  relative  duties.  It  would  be  fpeaking  to 
the  deaf  to  perfuade  any  to  watch  over  the  fouls  of  others, 
who  have  no  concern  for  their  own.  But  wherever 
there  is  a  deep  impreflion  of  the  importance  of  eternity  for 
ourfelves,  this  will  naturally  and  neceffarily  fet  before  us 
its  importance  with  refpedt  to  all  that  are  dear  to  us.  On 
the  mher  hand,  for  the  fame  reafon,  family  religion  is  one 
of  the  bed  and  fureft  evidences  of  the  reality  and  the* 
ilrength  of  perfonal  religion.  It  is  fometimes  obferved, 
that  fome  very  pious  perfons  are  extremely  defective  in 
this  particular,  and  take  little  care  of  the  inftru&ion,  and. 
Ml  lefs  of  the  government,  of  their  children.    If  they  are  ' 
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truly  pious,  it  is  a  very  great  blemifh  upon  their  piety^ 
However,  for  my  own  part,  I  confefs  I  do  very  much  fuf* 
pert  the  tinceriiy  of  religion,  in  thofe  who  are  remarkably 
negligent  in  this  particular,  let  them  protefs  as  much  as 
they  will.  I  know  that  pious  perfons,  from  the  weakness 
of  their  judgment,  will  be  guilty  of  great  imprudence  in 
the  manner  of  family  inllru&ion,  and  from  an  abfolute 
incapacity,  may  not  be  able  to  preferve  their  authority  j 
but  I  cannot  eafily  reconcile  with  true  piety ?  the  abfolute 
negleft  of  either  the  one  or  the  other, 

Imufl  add,  that  I  Take  family  religion,  and  the  care- 
ful dtfeharge  of  relative  duties,  to  be  an  excellent  mead 
of  the  growth  of  religion  in  a  man's  own  foul.  How  can 
any  perfon  bend  his  knees  in  prayer  every  day  with  his  fa- 
mily, but  it  mufl  be  a  powerful  rellraiut  upon  him  from 
the  indulgence  of  any  fin  which  is  viOble  to  them  ?  Will 
fuch  a  perfon,  think  you,  dare  to  indulge  himfelf  in  anger* 
or  chufe  to  be  fcei\  by  them,  when  he  comes  home  dag- 
gering with  drunkennefs,  unfit  to  perform  any  duty,  or 
ready  to  fin  Hill  more  by  the  manner  of  performance  ? 
When  I  figure  to  myfelf  a  mafler  of  a  family,  who  had 
come  home  lotted  like  a  beaft,  and  half-fupported  to  his 
houfe,  rifmg  in  the  morning,  I  am  not  able  to  conceive 
how  he  can  bear  the  looks  of  thofe  members  of  his  family 
who  had  been  witnefles  of  his  fhame.  But  befides  being 
a  rellraint  from  grois  crimes,  1  cannot  help  faying,  that* 
fpeaking  of  the  things  of  God,  with  the  concern  of  a  pa- 
rent, of  the  humanity  of  a  mailer,  mull  give  a  folemnity 
of  fpirit,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  moment,  even  greater  than 
before.  A  man  cannot  fpeak  to  purpofe,  without  feeling 
what  he  fays;  and  the  new  impreifion  will  certainly  leave 
behind  it  a  lading  effeft.  Let  me,  therefore,  my  beloved 
hearers,  earneftly  recommend  to  you  the  faithful  difcharge 
and  careful  management  of  family  duties,  as  you  regard 
the  glory  of  God,  the  intereft  of  his  church,  the  advantage 
of  your  pollerity,  and  your  own  final  acceptance  in  the  day 
of  judgment. 

5.  Let  religion  be  incorporated  with  your  lawful  em- 
ploy  merits,  and  improved  by  an  attention  to  the  whole 
courfe  of  Providence  to  you  and  yours*    Nothing  is  more 
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Imrtfui'to  religionnthan  to,  confine  it  to,  particular  times 
and  places :  I  fhould  have  rather  faid,  there  is  not  a  great- 
er miilake  in  religion,  than  to  imagine  that  it  can  be  ft 
confined.     True  religion  will  fhew  its  influence  in  every 
part  of  your  condud.     It  is  like  the  lap  of  a  living  tree; 
which  penetrates  to  the  mod  diftant  boughs,    In  your  or* 
binary  calling,  fee  that  you  undertake  nothing  but  what 
is  lawful  in  its  end,  and  endeavor  to  accomplish  nothing: 
by  any  but  by  lawful  means,  that  you  may  have  always' 
the  comfort  of  a  confcience  void  of  offence*  .  Nay,  you: 
fhoulcl  even  do  more  ;  you  fhould  endeavor  to  aft  Jo  fin- 
ale and  fincere  a  part,  as  to%e  beyond  the  imputation  of* 
fraud,  that  all  who  know  you  may  put  the  moil  unbound-1 
ed  confidence  in  your  integrity.     There  are  many  other 
calumnies  which  we  may  naturally  expefit  from  a  malici- 
ous world ;  and  it  ought  to  trouble  us  very  little  to  hear 
them  :  but  it  muft  be  extremely  diftreffing  to  a  good  man 
to  be  but  fufpedted  of  difhonefty.     Oh,    my  brethren ! 
how  often  hath  it  grieved  me  to  fee,  that  many  perfons, 
formerly  of  a  decent  character,  when  they  loft  their  fub- 
ftance,  loft  their  religion  with  it;  and,  indeed,  to  confider 
how  few,  when  they  were  reduced  in  their  circumftances, 
Could  fatisfy  the  public  that  they  had  afted  fairly. 

Let  it  be  your  care,  1  befeech  you,  to  remember,  that  it. 
is  God  that  giveth  you  power  to  get  wealth ;  and  what 
thanks  are  due  to  him,  if  he  hath  given  you  abundance,  » 
efpecially  if  he  hath  given  you  withal  a  heart  to  beftow.  • 
Be  diligent  in  your  bufinefs,  from  a  principle  of  confei-  * 
ence ;    and  make  it  the  daily  fubjefit  of  your  prayer  to- 
God,  that  he  would  either  keep  you  from  the  fhame  of  pa- 
vertj^  or,  at  leaft,  from  the  fin  of  it.  Take  notice  of  every 
ftep  of  his  providence,  whether  of  mercy  or  trial.     Let 
the  afpett  of  providence  dire6t  your  exercife,  and  quicken 
your  affedlions  in  religious 'duties  ;  and  take  fuch  views 
of  the  fullnefs  of  an  all-fufficient  God,  in  adls  of  worfhip, 
as  may  prepare  you  for  every  event  of  providence,  whe- 
ther profperous  or  adverfe. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  now  finifiied  what  I  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  way  of  advices ;  and,  for  what  I  have  to  fay 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  difpenfation  of  providence,  that 
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puts  an  end  to  my  miniftry  among  you,  I  ftiall  bring  ft 
within  very  narrow  bounds*  It  were  eafy,  by  faying  x 
few  words,  to  move  the  concern  both  offpeaker  and  hear- 
ers :  this  I  have  hitherto  chofen  to  avoid ;  and,  therefore, 
fliall  only  fay,  that  I  am  deeply  fenfible  of  the  affeftion 
and  duty  of  the  congregation  that  attended  my  tniniftry, 
and  others  under  my  charge.  I  cannot  ex  pre  is  my  fcnJe 
of  it  better,  than  in  the  words  of  the  late  eminently  pious 
Doftor  Fmlay,  my  immediate  predeceflbr  in  this  new  of- 
fice, who,  on  his  death-bed,  faid  to  thofe  about  him,  4  J 
1  owe  a  long  catalogue  of  debt^  to  my  friends,  which  will 
1  not  be  put  to  my  charge  ;  bqt  I  hope  God  will  difcharge 
4  them  for  roe.'  I  cannot  now  do  any  thing  better  for  you, 
than  again  to  befeech  you,  to  remember  and  put  in  practice 
the  directions  I  have  given  you,  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
it  (hall  go  well  with  you-  The  only  further  rtqneft  I  have 
to  make  to  you  is,  that  you  would  give  to  me,  and  my 
family,  an  intereft  in  your  prayers,  Intreat  of  God,  that 
we  may  be  preferved  from  perils  and  dangers,  and  carri- 
ed to  the  place  of  ourdeftination  in  fafety  ;  and  that  I  may 
be  aflifled  of  him  in  every  future  duty,  and  not  fall  under 
the  terrible  reproach,  of  agreeing  to  make  fo  diftant  a  re- 
moval, and  then  being  found  unfit  for  the  important  taflc. 

1  conclude   with  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Jude,   24, 

25.  "  Now,  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  fall- 
".  ing,  and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of 
"  his  glory,  with  exceeding  joy  ;  to  the  only  wife  God, 
"  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefly,  dominion  and  pow- 
*4  er,  both  now  and  ever."     Amen, 
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SERMON  43, 


2  Cor*  iv.  13. 
We  also  believe,  and  therefore  speak. 

TO  underftand  what  ought  to  be  the  chara&er,  and 
what  principles  fhould  animate  the  condutt  of  a 
minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  cannot  be  without  profit,  even  t6 
a  private  Ghriftian.  It  will  teach  him  whom  to  prefer, 
when  he  is  called,  m  providence,  to  make  a  choice.  It 
will  teach  him  to  hold  fuch  in  reputation  for  their  office 
fake,  and  to  improve  the  privilege  of  a  regular  gofpel  mi~ 
niftry,  if  he  himfelf  is  favored  with  it.  And  I  think  it 
mult  incline  him  to  make  daily  Amplication  to  the  Lord 
of  the  harveft,  to  fend  forth  faithful  laborers  into  his  bar- 
veft. 

But  though  there  were  no  fuch  general  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  it,  my  particular  charge,  and  the  very  afpedt 
of  this  audience,  would  eafily  juftify  me  in  making  this,  for 
once,  the  immediate  fubje&  of  difcourfe. 

Now,  if  we  would  know  the  charafter  of  a  faithful  mi- 
niller,  we  cannot  better,  or  more  immediately  reach  our 
purpofe,  than  by  looking  into  the  chara&er,  and  obferving 
the  conduft,  and  fprings  of  a&ion,  of  the  apoftles  of  our 
Lord)  who  received  their  commiffions  immediately  from 
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himfclf,  and  were  not  only  the  firft,  butthebeft  and  mott 
iuccefsful  miniflers,  that  ever  were  employed  in  ih© 
church  of  Chrift. 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  whofe  call  was  fo  lingular,  and 
vhofe  labors  were  fo  diflinguifhedt  has,  in  his  epiiiles  to 
the  feveral  churches,  planted  or  watered  by  him,  given  us 
a  great  light  into  the  chief  aims  he  had  in  the  exereife  of 
the  mini  (try.  In  this  chapter,  and  the  preceding  part  of 
this epiftte^  he  fhews  the  Corinthians,  with  what  vifihle 
faithfulnefs  andfincerity  he  had  afted,  and  what  diligence 
he  had  ufed  in  promoting  their  eternal  happinefs- 

To  fave  time,  I  forbear  going  through  the  connexion  of 
his  difcourfe,  and  only  obferve,  that  in  the  words  of  our 
text,  he  fhows  what  keptlitm  faithful  and  influenced  him 
to  fo  much  diligence  in  the  work  to  which  he  was  called, 
by  alluding  to  an  expreflion  in  the  n6th  Pfalm*  It  \% 
written,  I  have  believed,  therefore  ba^e  I  spoken.  Jfc 
also  believe*  and  therefore  speak.  In  this  he  intimates, 
that  our  inward  perfusion  of  the  great  truths  of  the  ever- 
lafting  Gofpel,  could  not  but  have  a  powerful  influence 
upon  him  and  others,  to  prefs  the  important  mefiage, 
and  watch  over  the  fouls  of  thofe  committed  to  their 
charge. 

In  difcourfing  further  at  this  time,  I  intend  to  confine 
myfelf  to  this  fingle  truth,  which  may  be  eafily  deduced 
from  the  text  :  That  one  of  the  molt  efTentially  neceflary, 
and  the  molt  extenfively  ufeful  qualifications  of  a  good 
minifter,  is,  that  he  be  a  good  man,  that  he  have  a  firm 
belief  of  that  Gofpel  he  is  called  to  preach,  and  a  lively 
fenle  of  religion  upon  his  own  heart.  After  I  (hall  have 
explained  and  confirmed  this  obfervation,  I  will  conclude 
with  fome  practical  reflections. 

Though  I  have  mentioned  real  religion  as  one  of  the 
mofteflentially  neceflary  qualifications,  I  am  not  ignorant, 
that  taking  the  words  in  a  ftrict  Icnk^  gilts  are  more  ne- 
ceflary to  the  being  of  a  minillry,  than  even  grace  itfelf. 
To  make  the  efficacy  of  the  ordinances  to  depend  upon 
the  inward  Hate  of  the  adminiflrator,  is  a  Popifh  error, 
and  is  exprefsly  guarded  againll  by  the  Aflembly  of  Di- 
vines, in  our  fliorter  Catechifm,  in  the  following  words  ; 
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The  sacraments,  and  it  is*  equally  true  of  every  other  ordi- 
nance, become  effectual  to  salvation,  not  from  any  virtue 
in  them,  or  in  him  that  doth  administer  them,  but  only  by 
the  blessing  of  Christ,  and  the  working  of  his  Spirit  in 
them,  that  by  faith  receive  them. 

But  fome  degree  of  capacity  is  evidently  neceffary  in 
the  mod  abfolute  fenfe.  A  man  who  is  altogether  void  of 
knowledge  and  utterance,  or  who  is  deaf  and  dumb,  may 
be  a  faint,  but  cannot  be  a  minifter.  This  conceffion, 
however,  takes  nothing  from  the  force  of  the  obfervation, 
that  real  religion  is  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  moft 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  a  minif- 
ter's  facred  truft.  That  I  may  fet  this  in  as  clear  and 
ftrong  a  light  as  1  am  able,  let  me  intreat  your  attention 
to  the  following  obfervation. 

I.  Real  religion  in  a  minifter  will  make  him  knowing, 
and  able  for  his.  work.  It  is  neceffary  for  any  one  who 
intends  himfelf  for  the  office  of  the  miniftry,  by  diligent 
ftudy,  and  the  ufe  of  thofe  means,  with  which  God  in  his 
providence  hath  furniflied  him,  to  improve  his  under- 
ftanding  and  acquire  a  (lock  of  knowledge,  that  he  may 
be  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  afhamed,  rightly  di- 
viding the  way  of  tntfh.  In  this  he  can  have  no  fuch 
incitement  as  concern  for  his  Matter's  glory.  Nay,  he 
that  is  truly  religious,  is  taught  of  God,  the  belt  of  matters, 
and  will  have  fome  of  his  mpft  profitable  leffons  from  his 
own  experience.* 

Let  me  the  rather  intreat  your  attention  to  this,  that 
thofe  who  are  moft  apt  to  difparage  piety,  are  alfo  apt  to 
fpeak  in  terms  of  high  approbation  on  the  fubjeft  of 
literature  and  fcience. — Obferve,  therefore,  that  true  reli- 
gion ferves  both  to  give  a  man  that  knowledge  which  is 
neceffary  to  a  minifter,  and  todirefit  and  turn  into  its  pro- 
per channel  the  knowledge  which  lie  may  otherwife  ac- 
quire. It  is  an  approved  maxim  in  every  fcience,  that 
pradtical  and  experimental  knowledge  far  exceeds  that 
which  is  merely  fpeculative ;  at  leaft,  though  the  laft  may 
make  the  prettied  (how,  the  firft  is  by  much  to  be  prefer- 
fed  for  ufe.     Any  wife  man,  if  he  was  to  go  a  dangerous 
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voyage,  would  readily  prefer  as  his  pilot,  one  who 
much  experience,  and  had  failed  often  that  way  himfelf, 
to  one,  who  had  ftudicd  navigation  in  the  molt  perfect 
manner  afhore,  So,  my  brethren,  every  man  who  re- 
gards his  foul  would  choofe  for  his  spiritual  guide,  one, 
who  appears  to  have  the  wifdom  to  fave  his  own,  and 
would  expe£t  by  him  to  be  bed  dire&ed  how  to  avoid  the 
rocks  and  (helves  in  his  palfage,  through  this  dangerous 
and  tempefiuous  ocean  of  life. 

But  if  this  maxim  holds  true  in  other  fcience,  it  holds 
yet  more  ft  rang  ly  in  Religion,  which  cannot  be  truly 
known  unlefs  it  be  felt.  There  is  an  infeparable  con- 
nexion between  faith  and  practice,  truth  and  duty  ;  and 
therefore  he  that  is  a  ft  ranger  to  the  one,  is  ignorant  of  the 
other.  I  am  not  infenfible  that  a  bad  man  may  efpoufe, 
and  plead  for  a  great  part  of  the  fyftcm  of  divine  truth ; 
but  as  he  cannot  cordially  embrace  it,  fo  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  he  never  truly  underllands  it.  The  A  polite 
Paul  declares,  that  it  is  only  by  the  Spirit  of  God  which  is 
given  to  every  real  Chriftian,  and  more  efpecially  to  every 
faithful  Minifler,  that  a  man  is  enabled  to  treat  rightly  of 
divine  things,  u  Now  we  have  received,  not  the  Spirit  of 
iC  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God,  that  we  might 
44  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God;  which 
"  things  we  fpeak,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wifdom 
"  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  teacheth,  comparing 
"  fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual.  But  the  natural  man  re- 
41  ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are 
"  foolifhnefs  unto  him,  neither  can  he  know  them,  for  they 
44  are  fpiritually  difcerned."  As  the  real  Chriftian  from  that 
character  is  belt  difpofed  to  feek  after,  fo  he  is  by  the 
fame  means  beft  fitted  to  improve  and  apply  his  knowledge 
of  fpiritual  things.  This  will  appear,  ifweconfider  what 
ought  to  be  the  great  work  of  a  minifter.  He  hath  to  do 
chiefly  with  the  hearts  and  confeiences  of  his  people.  His 
bufmefs  is  to  convince  the  ungodly  ;  to  awaken  the  fecure ; 
to  enlighten  the  ignorant  ;  to  direct  and  ftrengthen  the 
weak  in  the  faith,  and  in  general  as  a  wife  phyfician,  to 
adminifter  the  medicine  proper  to  the  various  conditions 
and  diibrders  of  his  hearers.     Now  it  muft,  at  firft  fight, 
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appear,  that  he  who  is  a  Granger  to  the  power  of  godlinefsf 
and  knows  nothing  of  the  fpiritual  life  himfelf,  mud  be 
utterly  unfit  for  difcerning  how  it  thrives,  or  affifting  and 
promoting  it  in  others.  That  man  muft  furely  be  moft 
powerful  in  fearching,  and  moft  fkilful  in  guiding  the  con- 
sciences of  others,  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  examine 
and  direct  his  own. 

I  only  farther  obferve  upon  this  particular,  that  true 
religion  will  purify,  and  direft  into  its  proper  channel, 
the  knowledge  he  may  otherwife  acquire.  It  is  a  great 
miftake  to  think!  found  learning  is  an  enemy  to  religion, 
and  to  fuppofe  that  an  ignorant  miniftry  is  the  belt  or  fa- 
feft.  There  is  no  branch  of  human  knowledge  of  whichb 
a  Divine  may  not  be  the  better,  or  which  a  good  man  will 
not  improve  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  others ; 
though  fome  of  them  are  more  imp6rtant  than  others  ; 
and  it  is  neceffary  to  give  to  any  of  them,  only  fuch  pro* 
portion  of  our  time,  as  is  confident  with  our  great  and 
principal  aim*  Now  true  religion  is  the  great  preferva- 
tive  againft  miftake  or  abufe  of  any  kind  on  this  fubje£t« 
A  bad  man  is  apt  toiludy,  merely  to  gratify  his  own  fan- 
cy ;  and  there  is  a  fklfe  luxury  and  delicacy  in  feeding  the 
mind  as  well  as  the  body.  A  bad  man  is  alfo  exceeding- 
ly prone  to  intellectual  pride  and  felf-fufficiency ;  than 
which,  there  is  not  a  vice  more  dangerous  in  itfelf,.or 
more  contrary  to  the  charafter  of  a  Minifter  of  the  New 
Teftament.  But  he  who  is  fanttified  by  Hivine  grace, 
as  he  has  every  motive  to  diligence  in  acquiring  know- 
ledge, fo  the  fingle  purpofe  to  which  be  will  wifh  to  ap- 
ply it,  is  to  ferve  God  in  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son. 

II.  Real  religion  in  a  minifter  will  make  him  happy 
and  chearful,  ready  anjj  willing  to  do  his  duty.  There  is 
a  great  difference  between  the  prompt,  and  fpeedy  obedi- 
ence of  a  fervant  who  loves  his  mafter  and  his  work,  and 
the  relu&ant  labor.of  him  who  only  deceives  him,  that  he 
may  eat  of  his  bread.  A  truly  pious  man  undertakes  the 
office  of  the  miniftry  from  love  to  God,  with  a  view  to 
promote  his  glory,  and  what  he  hath  counted  his  intereft 
in  the  world :  viz.  the  welfare  of  the  fouls  of  men.  An 
unholy  minifter  undertakes  this  employment  only  as  a 
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trade  to  earn  by,  and  has  it  at  lead  as  his  highefi  aim 
promote  his  own  worldly  advantage.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  in 
what  a  different  manner  thefe  different  perfona  will  aST 
and  in  what  different  light  they  will  view  the  facred  duties 
of  their  function.  He  who  truly  believes  the  Gofpel  am" 
loves  its  Author,  wilt  reckon  tt  his  higheft  honor  when  hi 
is  called  to  recommend  it  to  the  belief  of  others.  He  will 
be  apt  to  teach,  and  will  find  a  pleafure  in  carrying  his 
meffage,  befides  the  reward  he  expefls  from  him  who 
employs  htm,  and  will  undergo  with  cheaffulnets  every 
fatigue  he  is  fubjefted  to,  in  the  execution  of  bis  office. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  who  is  actuated  by  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple* though  he  is  obliged,  that  he  may  raife  his  wages, 
in  fomefortto  d&  his  duty;  yet  how  heavily  mull  it  go 
on,  how  tedious  and  burthenfome  muff  it  be,  both  in  pre- 
paration and  performance  ?  He  will  count  his  fervice  at 
the  altar,  and  his  work  among  his  people,  as  a  toil  and 
drudgery,  and  reckon  all  that  redeemed  time  that  he  can 
fave  for  himfelf,  from  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  their  lies  a  ftrong  ob- 
jeftion  again  ft  this  obfervation  from  experience  ;  as  it 
appears  that  fuch  miniilers  as  have  leaft  of  religion,  com- 
monly go  moll  lightly  under  the  charge,  and  are  far  from 
feeling  any  burthen  in  what  is  committed  to  them  ;  where- 
as the  inoft  pious  and  faithful  miniilers  feem  to  have  a 
weight  upon  their  fpirits,  and  fuch  a  concern  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  their  people,  as  cannot  but  take  much  from  their 
chearfulnefs  in  the  work  to  which  they  are  called.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this,  obferve,  that  an  unfaithful  minfter  is  not  eafy 
and  chearful  becaufe  his  work  is  agreeable  to  him,  but 
becaiile  he  takes  as  little  of  it  as  may  be,  and  feeks  his 
pleafure  more  than  his  duty.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  work 
of  me  miniftry  muft  be  irkfome  and  uneafy  to  him  that 
believes  not,  except  lb  far  as  he  makes  it  fubfervient  to 
ambition,  anddifplays  his  own  talents  when  he  fhould  be 
feeding  his  people's  fouls.  This  I  confefs,  which  the 
*pol!Ie  jullly  call :-s  preaching  ourfelves,  may  be  rbundant- 
iy  gratifying  to  the  moft  corrupt  heart.  On  the  other  hand, 
that  concern  for  his  people  which  is  upon  the  heart  of  ^ve- 
ry fakhiul  pallor,  is  far  from  b-ing  inconfillent  with  the 
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irtoft  folic!  peace  and  defirable  pleafure  arifing  from  tha 
difcharge  of  his  duty.  It  is  like  the  exercife  of  pity  and 
compaffion  to  the  diftrefled,  in  him,  who  is  a&ing  for  their 
relief,  which,  though  in  fome  fenfe  painful,  is  yet  accom- 
panied with  the  approbation  of  God,  and  conscience,  as 
flowing  from  a  rightly  difpofed  mind,  and  therefore  to  be 
cherifhed  and  cultivated  rather  than  fuppreffed;  Ther$ 
is  a  time  for  every  good  man  to  mourn,  and  a  time  to  re- 
joice, and  perhaps  the  one  is  even  more  falutary  than  tha 
other ;  for  we  are  told,  that  God  will  appoint  unto  them 
that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  ashes, 
the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning ,  and  the  garment  of  praise 
for  the  spirit  of  heaviness. 

III.  Real  religion  in  Jkiniftef  will  make  him  faith- 
ful, and  impartial,  in  the  atfeharge  of  his  trull.  The  God 
in  whofe  prefence  we  (land,  and  in  whofe  name  we  fpeak, 
is  no  refpe&er  of  perfons,  and  neither  fhould  we  be  in 
doing  his  work.  There  is  commonly  a  great  variety  of 
perfons,  of  different  Rations  and  of  different  characters, 
committed  to  the  infpe&ion  of  a  minifter  ;  the  pleafmgor 
difpleafmg  of  whom,  has  a  confiderable  influence  on  his 
worldly  eafe  aftd  intereft.  This  is  a  great  temptation  to 
be  unfaithful,  and  often  leads  to.  fpeak  unto  them  smooth 
things,  and  prophesy  deceit ;  or  at  leaft,  not  to  deal  with 
all  that  freedom  and  impartiality,  that  his  duty  to  God  re- 
quires.  In  every  unregenerate  man,  worldly  intereft  in 
qne  fhape  or  another,  either  vanity  or  gain,  is  the  fupreme 
motive  of  action :  and  therefore,  as  moll  men  are  impa- 
tient of  reproof,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  an  unfan£ti~ 
fied  minifter  will  venture  to  provoke  their  difpleafure,  or 
to  gall  them  with  unacceptable  truths.  The  favor  of  the 
great,  or  the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  he  certainly  will 
leek,  more  than  the  edification  of  any.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  who  truly  fears God,and  believes  what  he  teaches, 
will  act  with  faithfulnefs  and  boldnefs.  He  will  remem- 
ber that  if  he  feeks  to  pleafe  men,  he  cannot  be  the  fervant 
of  Chrift.  He  will  therefore  no  farther  obtain,  and  indeed 
no  farther  wi(h  to  obtain  their  favor,  than  as  a  diligent 
difcharge  of  his  duty  approves  him  to  their  confeiences  in 
the  fight  of  God ;  or  forces  the  approbation  of  the  impar* 
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Oh  !  my  brethren,  what  a  ftriking  consideration  is  this, 
to  fuppofe  ourfdves  interrogated  by  the  Supreme  Judge? 
concerning  every  finner  under  our  charge  ?  Did  you  ear* 
neflly  warn  this  unhappy  foul,  by  earned  exhortations  in 
public,  and  by  ferious  affe&ionate  expoftulations  in  pri- 
vate, to  confiderhis  ways  ?  It  is  an  eafy  thing,  by  a  par, 
tial,  or  curfory  performance  of  our  duty,  to  fcreen  our* 
felves  from  the  cenfure  of  our  fellow-men  ;  but  to  llaiKj 
at  the  judgment  feat  of  Ghrift,  and  anfwer  there  for  our 
diligence,  is  a  more  awful  trial. 

Will  not  alfo  a  concern  for  his  people's  intereft,  ani, 
mate  a  pious  minilter  to  diligence  ?  If  he  is  truly  pious, 
as  he  loves  God,  he  loves  his  brother  alfo.  The  Apoftl* 
Paul  fays,  Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord%  ivc 
persuade  men.  If  a  man  in  good  earned  believes  that 
everlalting  mifery  mull  be  the  portion  of  all  who  die  in  at} 
unrenewed  ftate,  what  pains  will  he  not  take,  to  prevent 
fmners  from  going  to  that  place  of  torment  ? 

One  whp  could  fee  4  fellow-creature,  in  the  rage  of  % 
fever,  rufliingto  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  and  not  reft  rain 
him,  would  fall  under  lading  infamy.  Mud  i^ot  the  fam? 
conrpaffion  move  the  heart  of  a  ferious  perfon,  who  fees 
his  fellow-fioners  going  blindfold  to  the  pit  of  perditi- 
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It  is  their  not  believing  thefe  things,  that  makes  them 
fo  fearlefs  \n  finning  ;  if  you  truly  believe  them,  will  yon 
not  make  an  effort  to  alarm  them  ?  There  are  no  mo. 
tives  like  thefe  to  (liligence--~he  (hat  believe^  will  certain- 
ly fpeak. 

V.  In  the  laft  place,  real  religion  will  make  a  minifter 
fuccefsful  in  his  work.  This  it  does,  both  as  it  iits  him 
for  doing  his  duty  to  his  people,  which  has  been  illuflra- 
ted  above,  and  as  it  adds  to  his  precepts  the  force  of  bis  ex- 
ample. Firft,  it  makes  him  fuccefsful  as  it  fits  him  fgr 
his  duty.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  God  only  can  give  tfye 
blefling  upon  a  tpinifter's  labors,  and  that  he  cm  favc  by 
many,  or  by  few,  by  the  weakeft,  as  well  p§  by  the  ablelt 
inftrument :  yet  we  fee  from  experience,  that  in  all  or- 
dinary cafes,  he  proportions  the  fuccefs,  to  the  propriety. 
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one  who  feems  to  feel  what  he  fpeaks,  and  who  lives  as. 
he  teaches. 

Experience  greatly  confirms  the  whole  of  this  reafon- 
ing — for  wherever  an  eminently  pious  minifter  has  livedf : 
and  labored  long,  there  is  commonly  to  be  found  the  moflb 
knowing,  ferious,  fober-minded,  and  judicious  people ; 
nay,  the  very  memory  of  fuch  a  minifter,  is  often  long, 
continued,  after  he  is  gone,  and  his  example  is  propofed 
by  his  hearers,  to  their  children's  children. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  I  conclude,  that  the  molt 
important  qualification  of  a  good  minifter,  is  to  be  a  be* 
liemng  preacher,  and  that  if  he  faves  his  own  foul,  he 
will  be  the  probable  mean  of  faving  them  that  hear  him* 

I  proceed  now,  to  make  fome  improvement  of  the  fob* 
jeft.  .-..., 

Reverend  fathers  and  brethren, 

As  we  would  wi(h  our  people  to  do,  let  us  take  heed 
how  we  hear,  and  make  a  faithful  application  to  ourfelves, 
of  what  hath  been  faid  upon  the  fubjeft.  Let  it  engage  us 
to  a  ferious  examination  of  ourfelves,  left  while  we  preach 
the  gofpel  to  others,  we  ourfelves  fhoukl  be  reprobates* 
This  ought  to  be  the  fubjett  of  our  frequent  and  ferious 
thoughts,  for  feveral  reafons.  We  are  in  danger  of  think- 
ing ourfelves  too  eafily  fafe,  by  comparing  that  outward 
regularity,  to  which  our  office  itfelf,  even  from  feculac 
motives,  obliges  us,  with  the  licentious  extravagance  of 
profane  finners.  We  are  in  danger  of  miftaking  our  fre- 
quent thinking  and  fpeaking  of  the  things  of  God,  in  the 
way  of  our  calling,  for  an  evidence  of  true  religion  in  our- 
felves. We  may  alfo,  perhaps,  miftake  thofe  gifts  with 
which  God  hath  furnifhed  us,  for  the  benefit  of  his  own 
people,  as  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  and  of  gracious  difpofi- 
tions  in  our  hearts.  A  minifter  is  as  much  liable  to  felfc 
deceit  as  others,  and  in  fome  refpe&s,  more  fo.  We  have 
therefore  much  need,  often  to  make  trial  of  ourftate,  as 
well  as  to  give  all  diligence,  to  make  our  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure. 

But  let  us  beware  of  imagining,  that  this  difcourfe  is 
only  applicable  to  fuch,  as  have  no  real  faith  in  Chrifb 
God  forbid  that  there  were  any  minifter  among  us,  a  com* 
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nefling,  jufiifying,  and  perhaps  pleading  for  their  condem- 
nation at  the  laft  day  ?  However  plain  and  fimple  thefe 
truths  are,  of  the  final  judgment  of  minifters  and  people, 
they  ate  quite  unfathomable  in  their  meaning  and  impor- 
tance to  both.  It  is  flrange  that  we  can  think  of  them 
without  the  deeped  concern,  or  even  fpeak  of  them  with* 
out  tears. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  Lord  would  increafe  our  faith,  that 
believing  we  may  fpeak,  and  that  our  fpeech  may  be  with 
fuch  efficacy,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  as  many  fmners  may 
be  thereby  brought  to  everlafting  life ;  that  we  may  ap- 
prove ourfelves  to  him  that  fent  us ;  and  that  when  Ghrift 
the  chief  fhepherd  fhall  appear,  we  may  receive  a  crown  of 
glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 
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i  Corinthians  iii.  5,  6,  7* 


Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  A  polios,  but  ministers  by  whom 
ye  believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  t  I  have 
planted^  Apollos  watered;  but  God  gave  the  increase.  So 
then,  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that 
water cth  ;  but  God  that  giveth  the  increase. 


My  Brethren, 

I  HAVE  been  led  to  the  choice  of  this  fubjeft,  by  that  dif- 
penfation  of  Providence,  which,  though  contrary  to  all 
human  probability,  hath  brought  me  to  this  new  charge  of 
prefiding  over  the  inftru&ion  of  youth,  in  the  liberal  arts. 
I  find  alfo  that  in  the  courfe  of  my  attendance  on  it,  I 
fhall  have  frequent  opportunities  of  preaching  the  glori- 
ous gofpel  of  the  bleffed  God  to  you,  of  this  congregation 
and  neighborhood.  Let  me  therefore  beg  your  attention 
to  the  inftruftive  pafiage  which  I  have  juft  now  read,  thajt 
both  teachers  and  fcholars,  minifters  and  hearers,  njay 
preferve  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  relation  to  one  another,  and 
Vol. -II.  4C 
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a  in  us,  not  to  think  of  men  above  that  which  is  written, 
14  that  no  one  of  you  be  puffed  up  for  one  againft  another." 

Such  a  divffion  and  factious  temper  does  infinite  mis- 
chief wherever  it  prevails.  It  proceeds  from  people's 
being  much  under  the  power  of  a  carnal  mind,  and  ex- 
ceedingly increafes  carnality  by  that  envy,  ftrife,  and  diffi- 
mulation,  which  it  always  produces.  But  the  chief  way 
in  which  it  hinders  the  fuccefe  of  the  gofpel  is,  by  leading 
men  into  the  fatal  miftake  of  feeking  or  expecting  to  find 
in  minifters  what  can  only  be  had  in  God,  or  afcribing  to 
inftruments  and  fervants,  what  is  due  only  to  their  Lord 
and  mailer.  Would  you  perceive  the  greatnefs  of  this  fin  I * 
It  is  facrilegioufly  robbing  God  of  his  own  honor  and  glo- 
ry, in  order  to  invert  a  weak  finful  creature  with  the  fa- 
cred  fpoils. 

I  only  add  one  other  preliminary  remark.     You  tnaf 
fee  the  perfefl  confiftency  and  propriety  of  the  apoftle's 
conduft,    according   to  the    different  circumftances   in 
which  he  was  engaged.     For  this  purpofe  we  muft  com- 
pare his  expreffions  here,  with  thofe*ufed  by  him  when  "at- 
tempts  were  made  to  leflen   his  chara&er,  and  detract 
from  the  dignity  of  his  office,,  as  an  apoftle  of  Ghrift.    Oi^ 
thefe  occafions  he  fliews,  that  he  knows  very  well  what 
belonged  to  his  Ration  in  the  church,  and  is  fo  far  from 
fpeaking  of  himfelf  in  affefted  drains  of  humility,  that  he 
freely  vindicates  his  own  condudt,  and  magnifies  the  ho* 
norable  truft  that  was  committed  to  him  by  his  Saviour.* 
chap.  ix.  verfe  1,  2.    u  Am  I  not  an  apoftle  ?  am  I  not 
44  free  ?  have  I  not  feen  Jefus  Ghrift  our  Lord  ?  are  not 
4  c  ye  my  work  in  the  Lord?     If  I  be  not  an  apoftle  to 
"  others,  yet  doubtlefs  I  am  to  you  :  for  the  feal  of  mine 
44  apoftlelhipareye  in  the  Lord."  Thus  the  apoftle  fpeaks 
in  vindication  of  his  authority,  when  unjuftly  attacked. 
But  when  the  queftion  is  changed,  and  fome  are  difpofec^ 
to  extol  him  or  any  other,  to  the  prejudice  of  His  Lord 
and  mafter,  he  changes  his  ftile  too,  and  fpeaks  in  the 
humble  ft  manner  of  himfelf,  and  any  thing  he  had  con- 
tributed or  could  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  golpelV 
As  a  faithful  fervant  he  could  not  endure  that  any  fhould 
put  him  ii)  his  matter's  place,  and  reject  with  indigna* 
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tnd  does  every  thing  by  the  authority,  and  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  mafter,  may  yet  have  real  and  juft  groupd, 
for  valuing  himfelf  upon  what  he  performs ;  in  cafe,  for  in- 
ftance  he  is  poffeffed  of  uncommon  talents,  and  an  extra- 
ordinary capacity,  to  do  his  work  to  the  belt  advantage,  pn 
this  fuppofition,  he  is  a  treafure  to  his  mafter,  the  fucccfs 
pf  whole  dire&ion,  may  in  a  great  meafure  be  afcribed  to 
the  fervant's  (kill  and  ability  in  the  execution.  But  to 
jexclude  every  pretence  of  this  fort,  the  apoftle  fubjoins 
what  brings  the  allufion  fully  up  to  his  purpofe ;  "  even 
."  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man."  Minifters  are  not 
only  fervantf,  but  their  very  capacity  and  ability  to  fervc 
God  are  received  from  himfelf,  who  divides  to  every  maa 
feverally,  as  he  will.  From  this  it  is  evident,  that  tbe  glo- 
ry and  honor  pf  the  whole  work,  and  the  fuccefs  of  every 
particular  fervant  employed  in  it,  is  entirely  owing  to 
Chrift  their  great  Lord  and  mafter,  1  Cor.  iv.  5.  "  For  who 
.**  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  another  ?  and  what  haft  thou 
"  that  thou  didft  not  receive !  now  if  thou  didft  receive 
*'  it,  why  doft  thou  glory  as  if  thqu^iadft  not  received  it  ?n 

Let  us,  my  brethren,  confider  and  dwell  upon  this  truth 
a  little,  for  it  is  full  of  inftruttion,  both  to  minifters  and 
people.  That  we  may  view  it  with  the  greater  clearnels" 
and  precifion,  let  me  obferve,  that  there  are  two  diftindt 
kinds  of  qualities,  which  are  each  in  their  place,  of  great 
importance  on  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  (1.)  The  en-_^ 
dowments  of  the  mind,  whether  original  and  natural,  or 
acquired  by  induftry  ;  thefe  laft  being  only  the  former  im- 
proved and  perfefted  by  education  and  exercife.  (2.) 
Holy  difpofitions,  which  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  and 
neceflity,  to  turn  the  other  into  their  proper  channel,  and 
to  give  them  force  and  influence  in  the  application.  Now 
both  thefe  are  equally  and  entirely  the  gift  of  God,  the 
firft  being  indeed  in  fcripture  moll  commonly,  in  all  their 
extent  and  diverfity,  called  gifts;  but  the  others  are  the 
effed  of  the  gracious  and  fan&ifying  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  t  — 

(1.)  All  the  endowments  of  mind,  which  fit  a  man  for 
common  or  fpecial  fervice,  are  the  gift  of  God.  What- 
ever capacity  of  talents,  whatever  natural. advantages  pf 
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ration  of  his  fpirit.     Ex 

"  the  Lord  fpake  unto  M 

"  by  name,  Bezaleel,  the 

"  th.etribe  of  Judah  :  and 

.    of  God,  m  wifdom,  and 

"  ledge,  and  in  all  maim 

"  cuoning  works,  to  work 

"brals."     And  again.  Ex 

bezaleel  and  Aholiab,  a 

"  whom  the  Lord  put  wifdi 

^  how  to  work  all  manne 

"  fanftuary,   according  to 

44  manded." 

Further,  as  it  is  the  infi 
giv«h  undemanding  both 
nve  view,  fo  the  improve! 
quired  learning,  is  no  lefs  l 
gives  the  difpofition  and  al 
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keen  controuled  and  over-ruled  by  the  invifible  direftioti 
of.  the  great  Difpofer  of  every  event,  who  hath  pointed  out 
the  paths  in  which  he  was  to  walk.  ^_ 

.  (2.)  Let  us  alfo  remember,  that  it  is  God  who  endows 
his  minifters  with  their  brighteft  ornaments,  viz.  holy 
ajid  .gracious  difpofitions,  which  ferve  to  turn  their  other 
talents  into  the  proper  channel,  and.  to  give  them  force 

and  influence  in  the  application.     I  am  fenfible,  my  bre- 

thren,  that  gifts  may  be  confidered  as  more  affiftant  to  the 
being  of  the  miniftry,  than  even  grace  itfelf.  We  juftly 
renounce  the  popilh  do&rine,  that  the  efficacy  of  the  facta- 
raents,  or  other  ordinances,  depends  upon  the  intention 
or  inward  Hate  of  the  adminiftrator.  In  oppofitiofi  to  this 
the  Affembly's  Shorter  Catechifm  fays  juftly,  u  the  facra- 
44  ments,  (and  it  is  equally  true  of  every  other  ordinance)' 
4i  become  efle&ual  to  falvation,  hot  from  any  virtue  in' 
44  them,  nor  in  him  that  doth  adminifter  them,  but  only 
"  by  the  bjeffing  of-  Chrift,  and  the  working  of  his  fpirit  in 
44  them,  that  by  faith  receive  them."  A  hypocrite  cannot 
be  a  faithful,  but  he  may  be  in  fome  degree  a  fuccefsful  mi- 
nifter.  J  am  perfuaded  there  are  not  a  few  now  in  "heaven, 
yfho  were  converted  and  edified  by  the  miniftry  of  thofc 
who  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  place  of  torment ; 
an  awful  refle&ion  this  indeed,  to  thofe  who  are  intruft- 
ed  with  the  office  of  the  miniftry.  It  brings  to  my  mind 
a  faying  of  an  eminent  and  pious  writer.  Minifters  are 
in  as  great  danger  of  deceiving  themfelves  as  others,  and 
in  fome  refpe&s  greater,  for  they  may  be  apt  to  miftake 
their  readinefs  in  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  holy  things** 
and  thofe  gifts  which  God  bellows  upon  them,  for  the  be* 
ncfitof  his  chofen,  for  the  fruit  and  evidence.of  gracious 
difpofitions  in  their  own  hearts. 

But.  notwithftanding  all  this,  it  is  beyond  all  controver- 
fy,  that  one  of  the  mod  eflential  qualifications  of  a  good 
minifter  is,  that  he  be  a  good  man.  It  is  a  very  difficult, 
as  well  as  it  is  a  very  dreadful  thing,  to  preach  an  un- 
known Saviour.  But  where  the  love  of  Chrift  dwells* 
and  reigns  in  the  heart,  it  gives  fucK  attachment  to  his 
caiifc,  fo  much  love  to  his  people,  fo  much  clearnefs  and 
comgrehenfipn  in  underftanding  bis  truths,  fo  great  wil- 
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Hngnefs,  or  rather  defire  to  communicate  them,  as  ctffi* 
not  fail  to  have  the  greateH  influence  on  a  miniiler*s  dHi* 

gence*  and  at  the  fame  time  gives  reafon  to  hope  that  be 
will  fpeak  from  faidi  to  faiths  Thus  the  a  pottle  expref- 
fes  himfdlf,  2  Con  iv.  13.  u  We  having  the  fame  fpirit 
M  of  faith,  according  as  it  is  written,  I  have  believed, 
"  therefore  h&ve  1  fpoktn  :  we  alio  believe,  and  therefore 
41  fpeak.*' 

Now  to  whom  is  a  mtnifter  indebted  for  his  holy  drf- 
pofitions?  Who  implanted  in  him  that  love  to  Ghrtftv 
which  infpires  hirn  with  zeal  and  fidelity  in  his  fervicc? 
Take  the  anfwer  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  n\ 
5,  6.  "  For  we  preach  not  ourfelves,  but  Chriil  Jefus 
"  our  Lord ;  and  ourfelves  yoirr  fcrvants  for  Jefus1  fake* 
(*  For  God  who  commanded  the  light  to  ihine  out  of 
"^laiknefs,  hath  fhincd  in  our  hearty  to  give  the  light  of 
"  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefot 
11  Chrift."  Tt  was  the  power  of  God  that  brought  him 
again  from  the  dead,  and  it  is  by  the  fpirit  of  God  dwelling 
in  him,  that  he  is  daily  fanctified  and  enabled  to  adorn 
the  dodlrine  of  God,  his  Saviour,  in  all  things.  So  that 
the  fire  of  his  minidrations,  and  the  light  of  his  example, 
and  the  joint  influence  of  both,  are  to  be  ultimately  refer- 
red, and  will  by  him  be  mod  willingly  and  thankfully  at- 
tributed to  the  power  and  grace  of  God,  his  Redeemer,  of 
whofe  fulnefs  we  all  have  received,  and  grace  for  grace. 
"""  2.  But  in  the  fecond  place,  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  de- 
pends entirely  on  God,  as  it  is  he  who  gives  efficacy  to 
ihe  indruftions,  even  of  the  mod  eminent  and  beft  qua- 
lified miniders,  by  the  immediate  fupernatural  operation 
of  his  fpirit  and  grace.  Let  us  fuppofe  a  minifler  endued 
with  the  fined  natural  parts,  and  thefe  improved  and  cul- 
tivated, by  all  the  advantages  of  human  learning.  Let 
him  have  the  mod  acute  and  penetrating  genius,  the  mod 
lively  imagination,  the  molt  folid  judgment,  the  mod 
charming  and  perfuafive  eloquence  ;  in  fine,  let  him  have 
what  alone  is  of  more  value  than  all  thefe,  an  eminently 
pious  and  devout  heart.  With  fo  many  advantages  he 
thall  not  be  able  to  make  one  fincere  convert,  unlefs  al- 
mighty God  be  pleafed  to  open  the  way  by  his  divine 
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gtace  into  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  the  finner.  If 
is  qot  then  merely  by  furnifhing  the  proper  means  and  by 
the  difpofition  of  his  providence,  giving  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  exerting  their  influence,  that  God  promotes  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  gofpel,  but  by  an  immediate  and  powerful 
•gency*  diftintt  from,  and  fupcrior  to  every  fecond  caufe*_ 

I  have  endeavoured  to  exprefs  this  with  the  greateft  ful- 
hefs,  and  the  greateft  clearnefs,  as  a  truth  of  the  utmoft 
importance.  While  we  believe  the  ufe  and  neceffity  of 
means  and  fecond  caufes,  we  ought  never  to  feparate  them 
from,  or  forget  their  fubordination  to  God.  There  can 
hardly  be  a  nobler  illuftration  of  this  truth,  than  the  apof- 
tle  has  given  its  in  the  text,  by  a  natural  fimilitude.  u  I 
M  have  planted/1  fays  he,  "  Apollos  watered,  but  God 
"  gave  the  increafe."  His  expreflions  are  taken  from 
bufbandry,  or  gardening,  which  is  a  particular  branch  of 
it.  By  an  allufion  to  thefe  arts,  he  explains  his  fubjeft 
in  a  manner  level  to  the  capacity  of  every  thinking  per- 
ion.  The  hulbandman  or  gardener  may  manure,  dig  up 
and  mellow  the  foil ;  he  may  fow  his  feed,  and  drefs  his 
field  with  the  greateft  diligence  ahd  care :  but  what  a  lit- 
tle way  has  he  gone,  or  rather  indeed  he  hath  not  fo  much 
as  begun  the.  great  procefs  of  growth  and  vegetation,  that 
daily  miracle,  may  I  not  call  it,  before  our  eyes*  How 
many  things  malt  necetfarily  concur,  which  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  power  ?  the  enlivening  heat  of  the  fun* 
the  refreftiing  dews  and  rain  from  the  bottles  of  heaven, 
are  wholly  under  the  direction  and  difpofal  of  the  omni- 
potent Jehovah.  Cannot  he,  When  he  will,  make  the  heaV 
vens  over  your  heads  as  brafs,  and  the  earth  under  your, 
feet  as  iron  ?  Nay,  not  only  fo,  but  the  power  of  growing. 
in  the  feed,  by  ftriking  out  its  roots,  and  opening  its  bud, 
and  the  natural  difpofition  in  the  earth  to  nouriftrit,  are 
derived  not  from  any  virtue  inherent  in  the  things  them- 
felves,  but  only  from  that  almighty  word,  u  Let  the  earth 
"  bring  forth  every  tree  bearing  fruit,  and  every  herb 
u  bearing  feed  after  its  kind.*  Juft  fo  in  that  fpiritual 
huibandry,  of  which  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking,  minifters 
may  fow  the  good  feed  of  the  word  of  God,  but  it  is  his 
own  prerogative  to  give  it  a  regenerating  and  fan&ifying 
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efficacy,  and  make  it  productive  of  faith  in  the  heart,  an! 
good  works  in  the  life,  Minifters  may  continue  to  wa* 
ter  the  feed  already  fown,  with  fu  it  able  inftru&ions  and 
exhortations,  and  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  thofe  means  which 
God  hath  appointed  for  the  eHabtjihrnent  and  growth  of 
believers:  but  it  is  only  the  influence  of  his  own  fpirft 
that  makes  thefe  means  productive  of  the  defired  effeft 
Therefore  the  apoflie  concludes,  in  language  drawn  from 
the  fimilitude,  **  So  then  neither  is  he  that  plantcth 
"  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watereth,  but  God  that  giv- 
"eththe  increafe." 

This  important  truth,  my  brethren,  is  capable  of  a  very 
full  and  clear  proof  from  the  facrcd  oracles*  Every  thing 
we  find  recorded  there,  concerning  the  miffion  of  the  pro* 
phets,  and  the  fuccefs  oft  heir  melfage,  carries  this  truth 
as  it  were  in  its  bofom.  Nay,  the  great  prophet  of  the 
church  gives  us  this  very  view  of  his  own  miniftry  as  the 
Son  of  man.  John  vi.  44,  45,  **  No  man  can  come  to 
"  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him  • 
44  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the  laft  day.  It  is  written  in 
41  the  prophets,  and  they  fhall  be  all  taught  of  God. 
44  Every  man,  therefore,  that  hath  heard  and  hath  learned 
44  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  me."  You  fee  that,  to  the 
commiflion  which  our  Lord  gives  to  his  apollles,  is  annex- 
ed  a  -promife  of  his  prefence  and  power  to  accompany 
their  miniftrations.  Math,  xxviii.  19,  20.  4k  Go  ye  there- 
44  fore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
4t  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  holy  Ghoft, 
44  teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  1  have 
44  commanded  you  :  and  lo  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  to 
44  the  end  of  the  work!.     Amen." 

But  inftead  of  multiplying  paflages  of  fcripture,  I  fhall 
cliredt  you  to  one,  which  will  fet  this  part  of  my  argument 
in  the  cleared  light.  It  is  that  pafiage  which  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  converfion  of  Lydia,  recorded  A&s  xvi.  14, 
41  And  a  certain  woman,  named  Lydia,  a  feller  of  purpie, 
n  of  the  city  of  Thyatira,  which  worfhipped  God,  heard 
"  us,  whole  heart  the  Lord  opened,  that  (he  attended  to 
"  the  things  that  were  fpoken  of  Paul."  Now  if  we  at- 
tend to  the  circumftances  of  this  converfion,  we  fhall  find 
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that  if  any  thing  could  have  been  effe&ually  done  without 
the  dire&  and  immediate  concurrence  of  the  grace  of  God, 
it  might  have  been  expefted  here.  The  cafe  was  every 
way  promising.  The  hearer  was  one  who  had  renounced 
idolatry,  and  embraced  the  worfliip  of  the  true  God.  She 
was,  it  is  not  improbable,  a  devout  woman,  fo  far  as  her 
knowledge  reached ;  and  wanted  only  to  be  inftrutted  in 
the  faith  of  Chrift.  Here  was  for  a  preacher  the  great 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles.  I  need  fay  no  more  to  (hew  how 
well  qualified  he  was  to  do  his  part ;  and  yet  we  find  that 
even  in  this  mod  favorable  cafe,  the  immediate  concur- 
rence of  divine  grace  was  neceffary  to  complete  the  worlc* 
The  Lord  mud  by  his  own  good  Spirit  open  the  heart  oj£ 
Lydia,  elfe  even  the  apoftle  Paul,  with  all  his  divine  ac~ 
complements,  and  a  heart  glowing  with  the  warmed 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  falvation  of  fouls,  wiir 
be  but  an  unfuccefsful  preacher. 

I  need  not  make  ufe  of  any  feparate  arguments  to  con-: 
vince  you,  that  this  holds  equally  true  of  the  growth  and 
comfort  of  believers,  as  of  the  converfion  of  Tinners.  Whe-. 
ther  minifters  are  employed  in  planting  or  watering,  the 
inftrument  is  nothing ;  fuccefs  flows  only  from  God.  Let 
me  therefore,  requeft  and  befeech  you  to  hear  and  adore, 
the  ftriking  truth,  a  Paul  or  Apollos  in  the  pulpit  will  be 
altogether  unfuccefsful  without  the  almighty  power  and 
grace  of  God.  The  moft  clear  and  diftinft  illuftration  o£ 
divine  truths,  without  inward  and  fpiritual  illumination,, 
will  leave  the  hearer  in  ignorance,  or  lead  him  into  error. 
The  moft  awful  denunciations  of  a  fon  of  thunder,  without 
divine  power,  will  leave  the  finner  hardened,  or  even  in* 
oreafe  the  fearednefs  of  confcience.  The  moll  melting, 
and  tender  application  to  the  affe&ions,  without  divine 
energy,  will  be  treated  with  contempt  and  fcorn.  In  one 
word,  the  moft  lively  adminiftration  of  ordinances,  with- 
out the  bleffing  from  above,  will  be  but  in  the  language  of 
the  prophet,  as  a  mifcarrying  womb,  and  dry  breaffs. 

My  brethren  you  may  not  only  be  convinced  of  thi» 
truth,  becaufe  it  is  recorded  in  the  word  of  God^  but  may, 
fee  it  daily  exemplified  in  every  part  of  the  vifible  church. 
You  may  fee  the  fame  ordinances  acceptable,  delightful* 
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and  profitable  to  fome  ;  deferted,  defpifed  and  refitted  by 
others.  Under  the  very  fAme  ad minifl ration,  you  may 
fee  Tome  effectually  perfuaded  to  turn  to  the  living  God, 
walking  in  the  fear  ol  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the 
holy  Ghoft,  and  daily  multiplied :  feme  on  the  other  hand 
caring  for  none  of  thefe  things,  but  deeping  in  fecurity, 
nay  fome  whofc  corruptions  are  irritated,  fuelling  with 
rage,  comradifting  and  bIafpheming,aH  which  is  well  de- 
scribed by  the  apoftle  PauK  %  Cor,  ii,  15,  16,  **  for  we 
"  are  unto  God  a  fweet  favor  of  Chrift,  in  them  that  are 
M  faved,  and  in  them  that  perifli.  To  the  one  we  are  the 
■*  favor  ofdeath  unto  death  j  and  to  the  other,  the  fai*or  of 
*(  life  unto  life ;  and  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  Vf 

3.  The  third  and  laft  observation  1  am  to  make  for  the 
illuftration  of  this  truth  is,  that  fuccefs  in  the  gofpel  de- 
pends wholly  upon  God,  as  he  exercifes  much  of  his  own 
fovereignty  in  the  manner  of  beftowing  it.  He  takes  care, 
if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  r<>  fhnv  that  it  is  from  himfelf,  fry  the 
meafure  in  which  he  proportions  the  fuccefs  to  the  nature 
and  fufficiency  of  the  means  he  fees  proper  to  employ.  All 
is  from  God,  as  you  have  already  heard,  becaufe  the  difpo- 
fingand  cornmiffioning  his  minillers  is  originally  his  own 
work — again,  becaufe  however' well  qualified  they  may  be, 
his  own  almighty  agency  is  neceflary  to  give  them  fuccefs. 
But  when  there  is  a  regular  proportion  always  obferved, 
between  the  means  and  the  end,  men  are  ready  to  over- 
look,  or  forget  the  great  and  firft  caufe  of  all.  For  this 
report  he  lees  it  often  meet  to  manifeft  his  fovereignty,  in 
order  to  command  our  attention,  by  working  without 
means,  or  by  the  weakeft  means,  or  even  contrary  to 
means,  and  blafting  the  effect  of  thofe  that  were  moft  ex- 
cellent and  promifing  in  human  judgment.  Juft  as  the 
beautiful  and  regular  order  of  the  natural  world,  the  mutu- 
al dependance  of  one  part  upon,  and  its  fubferviency  to 
another,  is  a  proof  of  the  wifdom  and  omnipotence  of  the 
Creator.  Yet  he  fees  it  neceflary  fometimes,  to  interpofe, 
in  an  extraordinary  way,  and  to  controul  the  courfe  of 
nature,  to  (hew  that  it  is  abfolutely  at  his  command. 

Remember,  however,  my  brethren,  that  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  thegolpel,  God  ufuatly  proportions  the  fuccefs 
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to  the  propriety  and  fufficiency  of  the  means.  When  heu— 
has  much  work  to  do,  he  commonly  raifes  up  fome  perfons 
eminently  qualified ;  he  draws  from  his  quiver  fome  po- 
lifhed  (hafts,  to  pierce  the  ranks  of  oppofing  hofts.  Yet 
he  often  prefents  to  our  view  fuch  circumftances  as  ferve 
to  fhow  the  dependance  of  all  means  upon  himfelf.  When 
the  gofpel  was  firft  preached,  the  apofties  were  indeed  ful- 
ly fitted  and  furniflied  for  their  work ;  but  it  was  by  a 
miracle.  They  were  originally  poor  illiterate  fifhermen, 
quite  unequal  inthemfclves  to  the  aftonifhing  undertaking, 
of  producing  a  revolution  in  the  ftate  of  religion,  and  the 
fentiments  of  mankind  over  the  whole  earth.  Such  per- 
fons feem  to  have  been  employed  for  this  wife  purpofe, 
"  that  our  faith  might  not  ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  man, 
M  but  in  the  power  of  God."  I  have  often  confidered  this 
matter  with  a  mixture  of  reverence  and  admiration. 

That  proper  refpeft  might  full  be  had  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  minifters,  and  that  none  might  be  justified  in 
pouring  contempt  on  human  fcience,  the  apoftle  Paul,  a 
man  of  eminent  learning  and  ability,  was  the  moft  a&ive, 
ufeful  and  fuccefsful  of  all  the  apofties ;  and  one  third  part 
at  leaft,  of  the  whole  canon  of  the  New  Teftament,  was 
written  by  him.  At  the  fame  time  there  were  fuch  cir- 
cumftances in  his  calling  and  converfion,  as  made  him  one 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  monuments  of  the  fovereignty  and 
riches  of  divine  grace,  that  any  age  has  produced. 

In  the  fame  manner,  we  fee  every  day  the  cleareft 
proofs  of  the  power,  wifdom,  and  fovereignty  of  God. 
We  fee  that  he  many  times  gives  extraordinary  and  fen- 
fible  afliftance  to  thofe  whom  he  employs  in  his  own 
work.  So  that  they  both  perceive  and  confefs  that  it  is 
not  they,  but  the  grace  of  God,  that  is  with  them.  Some- 
times thofe  of  very  moderate,  or  even  of  the  weakeft  natu- 
ral abilities,  have  an  unftion  from  the  holy  one,  and  by 
their  piety  and  diligence  become  workmen  that  need  not 
be  afhamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.  This  may 
be  confidered  as  an  accomplilhment  of  what  Ifaiah  fays  of 
himfelf,  Ifaiah  1.  4.  "  And  the  Lord  God,  hath  given  me 
**  the  tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I  fhould  know  how  to 
*•  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary/'    See  alfo 
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where  refolved  into  the  lively  and  righteous  judgment  of 
God.  John  xii.  39,  40.  u  Therefore  they  could  not  bc- 
w  lieve,  becaufc  that  Efaias  faid  again,  he  hath  blinded 
a  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their  heart ;  that  they  fhould 
tt  not  fee  with  their  eyes,  nor  underftand  with  their  htart, 
w  and  be  converted,  and  I  fhould  heal  them."  _. 

I  proceed  now  to  makefome  practical  improvement  of 
what  hath  been  faid.     And  in  the 

Firft  place,  a  deep  and  lively  impreffion  of  the  truth  t 
have  endeavored  to  illufirate  arid  fupport,  will  be  to  thofe 
who  preach  the  gofpel,  an  excellent  prefervative  from  ma* 
ny  temptations.  It  will  preferve  them  from  trufling  in 
themfelves,  it  will  keep  them  Hill  looking  upward,  and 
engage  them  to  maintain  a  continual  intercourfe  with  the 
Father  of  lights,  and  the  author  of  every  good  and  perfedt 
gift.  It  will  alfo,  particularly  be  an  excellent  mean  of 
preferving  them  from  the  dangerous  extremes  of  oftenta- 
tion  and  floth.  Oh,  how  unbecoming  a  minifler,  is  a^ 
vain-glorious  difplay  of  human  art,  burning  incenfe  to  his 
own  vanity,  and  preaching  himfelf,  when  he  is  called  to 
preach  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  ?  It  is  no  wonder  that  God 
Ihould  in  his  providence,  pour  difgrace  and  difappoint- 
ment  on  that  miniftry,  that  is  carried  on  in«fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  aim  more  at  promoting  the  credit  of  the  fervant, 
than  the  honor  of  the  mafter.  On  the  other  hand,  with 
what  countenance  can  they  look  up  to  God  for  a  bleffing, 
who  have  been  at  no  pains  to  qualify  themfelves  for  his 
fervice.  As  oftentation  provokes  the  divine  jealoufy,  fo 
negligence  is  difobedience,  prefumption,  and  precifely 
what  the  fcripture  calls  tempting  God.  I  would  never  de- 
fire  to  be  confidered,  as  one  who  would  encourage  men, 
to  rufli  into  a  pulpit  unprepared,  and  difgrace  their  ho. 
norable  calling,  by  rude,  undigefted,  diforderly  effufions, 
or  fuch  mean,  flovenly,  indecent  language,  as  lays  the 
hearers  under  the  ftrongeft  temptation,  to  treat  it  with 
an  infolence  of  indignation  and  contempt.-  Let  me  com- 
mend this,  to  the  attention  of  fuch  young  perfons,  as  may 
have  an  eye  to  the  facred  office.  My  clear  fellow  ftudents, 
bow  happy  they,  who  can  unite  together,  the  fimplicity  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit ;  who  are  on  the 
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•  3.  Let  me  intreat  the  prayers  of  this  congregation, 
for  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  in  general,  and  for  us,  who 
minifler  among  you  in  holy  things,  that  we  may  be 
abundantly  qualified,  for  the  difcharge  of  our  impor- 
tant truft  in  all  its  parts.  The  apoftle  Paul,  though  ex- 
traordinarily  called,  though  Angularly  qualified,  and  emi- 
nently aflifted,  never  fails  to  afk  the  prayers  and  inter- 
ceffion  of  the  faithful,  in  his  behalf,  Eph.  vi.  19.  "  And 
"  for  me,  that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may 
"  open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  my  fiery  of 
"  the  gofpel."  After  this  approved  example,  I  hope  you 
will  forgive  me,  if  I  put  in  a  particular  claim  in  my  own 
behalf,  for  your  intereft  at  the  throne  of  grace.  I  make  no 
merit  at  all,  of  having  left  country,  and  kindred,  ancl 
connexions  of  the  dcareft  kind,  in  order  to  ferve  the  in- 
tereft of  the  church  of  Ghrift,  in  this  part  of  the  globe  :  for 
1  confider  with  pleafure,  the  onenefs  of  his  body,  and  the 
extent  of  the  catholic  church,  that  there  fhall  come  from 
the  eaft,  and  from  the  weft,  and  from  the  north,  and  from 
the  fouth,  and  fet  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and 
.Jacob,  in .  the  kingdom  of  their  father.  Could  we  but 
think  as  we  ought,  of  the  great  removal,  which  we  arc 
making  from  time  to  time,  into  an  eternal  (late  ;  the  re- 
moval of  our  bodies,  and  the  change  of  our  fcene  of  fer- 
vice  from  Europe  to  America,  would  appear  altogether 
unworthy  of  notice.  But  when  I  confider  the  refpedt  and 
afie&ion,  fo  much  above  my  defert,  that  have  been  fhewn 
to  me,  fince  my  arrival  in  this  place,  and  the  teftimonies 
of  joy  and  fatisfaftion,  which  have  been  given  by  all 
ranks,  I  am  filled  with  the  greateft  concern  :  I  fay  I  am 
filled  with  the  greateft  concern,  becaufe  it  plainly  implies 
an  expectation  of  duty  and  fervice  from  me,  which  I  fear 
I.  fhall  be  ill  able  to  perform.  Let  me  therefore,  on  fo 
juft  a  foundation,  not  folicit  only,  but  demand  an  intereft 
in  your  prayers.  Pray  that  an  all-fufficient  God,  may  give/' 
ftrength  from  above,  and  may  pour  down  his  bleffing  on 
the  public  inftitution  in  this  place,  which  upon  the  bed 
information,  I.think  I  may  fay  has  been  founded  in  faith ; 
and  therefore,  why  fhould  not  we  continue  to  ferve  it  in 
hope  ?  Pray  that  fuccefs  may  attend  the  miniftry  of  the  gofc 
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